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fortune by judicious investments. He
"married the daughter of a tradesman,
who had aoquired a small competence,
and the ludicrous incident is recorded
that, when a relation of his wife married
a8 valet of George II., Jeremiah Bentham,
who, like his father of the same Christian
pvame, had been a Jacobite, transferred
* his attachment to the Hanoverian dynasty.
His eldest son, Jeremy, was born in Red
Lion street, Houndsditch, Feb. 4, 1748,
,The only other child who grew
up  was Samuel, afterward Sir Samuasl,
Bentham, born Jan. 11, 1757. Although
Jaremny was physically puny, his intel-
‘ Jectual precocity was amazing. Before
‘he was “breeched,” an event which hap-
" pened when he was a little more than 3
".years old, he ran home from a walk, ordered
a footman to bring lights and place a folio
“Rapin” upon the table, and was found
"plunged in historical studies when his
parents returned to the house. In his
foiirth year he was also imbibing the Latin
. grammar, and at the age of 5 years 9 months
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note, the child wrote a scrap of Latin which
was carefully pasted among the parental
- memoranda. His father was proud of his
#on's precocity, and, apparently, injudi-
cious in stimulating the unformed intellect.
The boy was crammed with such solid
¢+ works as Burnet's ' Theory of the Earth' and
1 Cave's “'Lives of the Apostles.” Various ac-
: cidents, however, furnished him with bet-
“te¢ food for the imagination. He wept
" ever “Clarissa Harlowe," studied “Gulliver's
Travels” as an authentic document, and
dipped into such books as then drifted
into middle-class libraries. Under a French
teacher he read “Télémuque,” attacked some
of Voltaire's historical works, and even
“Candide.” At the age of 7 he was

sent to Westminster, which subsequently
represented “hell® for him, as his grand-
mother’'s garden near Reading stood for
. “paradise.” Later in life Bentham des-
eoribed the instruction at Westminster
‘as “wretched,” and the fagging system
as a “horrid despotism.” The games were

- too much for his strength. His industry,
however, enabled him to escape the birch,
no small achievement in those days, and
be became distinguished in the studies,
such as they were. He learned the cate-
:'chism by heart, and was good at Greek
" and Latin verses, which he manufactured
for his companions as well as himself. He
had also the rarer accomplishment, ac-
,quired from his early tutor, of writing
.'more easily in French than in English.
In June, 1760, his father took him to Oxford,
and entered him as & commoner at Queen's
College. He came into residence in the
following October, when only 12 years
old. His undergraduate experience' re-

_ sémbled that of Adam Smith and Gibbon.
Jasiness and vice were prevalent. Bent-
ham, however, although still a achoolboy
-in. age, continued his studious course. He
‘wrote Latin verses, and one of his experi-
ments, an ode upon the death of George II.,
was sent to Dr. Johnson, who called it
“a very pretty performance for a young
man.” Queen's College had some repu-
tation at the time for rearing logicians,
‘and Bentham was set to read Watt's Logic
(1725), Sanderson’'s Compendium artis

_ Logice (1615), and Rowning’s “Compendious
' Bystem of Natural Philosophy" (1735-42).
* The present biographer thinks that some
traces of theee studies remained in his mind.
In 1783, Bentham, then 15, took his B. A.
degree, and to please his father, who wished
him to become a lawyer, began to eat his
dinners In Lincoln's Inn. In December of
the same year, however, he returned to Ox-
ford to hear Blackstone's lectures, which
contained the substance of the famous
. Commentaries first published 1765-1769,
Bentham says that he “immediately de-
tected Blackstone's fallacies respecting
natural rights,” thought other doctrines
of hie illogical and was so much ocoupied
by these reflections as to be unable to take
potes. Bentham took his M. A, degree in
1768, and in the following year left Oxford
for London, to begin, as his father hoped,
e flight toward the woolsack. His career
as & barrister was short, and disappointing
to the parental hopes. As an attorney,
his father had been able to keep “a cause
‘or two at nurse” for the son, but the latter's
first thought was to “put them to death.”
‘When a brief was given to him in a suit, he
advised that the suit should be drupped
and the legal expenses saved In a word,
Beotham went to the bar as 4 *bear to the
stake.” He soon diverged from his pro-
fession in more than one direction He
“studied chemistry under Fordyce, and

"hankered after physical acience But he
had already drifted into a course of specu-
lation, which, though more germane to

)

men will sacrifice their lives.
hand he cannot be eredited with the ar-

with rancor, took their part against the
democrata “I was a great reformist,” he
says, “but never suspected that the 'peo-

“people in power” should be guided. He
detested abuses, hut he hated neither the
corrupted nor the corruptors, and our
author is disposed to think that he rather
valued the beneficent end because it gave
employment to his faculties, than valued
the employment because it led to the end.
This seems implied in a remark made by
him at the end of his life. He was, he said,
as selfish as a man could be, but, “some-
how or other,” selfishness had in him taken
the form of benevolence.

It was not long after he practically re-
nounced the bar that Bentham made the
discovery, or what he held to be the dis-
covery, which governed his subsequent
career. He laid down the principle which
was to give the clue to his investigations
and which, as he thought, needed only to
be announced to secure universal acocept-
ance. Before recalling the principle, his
biographer notes that, when Bentham
revolted against the intellectual food pro-
vided at school and oollege, he had natur-
ally taken up the philosophy which at that
period represented the one really living
stream of thought. In those days, to bea
man of enlightenment was to belong to the
school of Locke, who represented reason,
free thought and the abandonment of
prejudice. Bentham himself mentions,
besides Locke, among the writers who
impressed him, Hume, Montesquieu, Hel-
vetius, Becearia and Barrington. Locke,
he said at an early date, should gite the
principles, and Helvetius, the matter, of
a digest of the law Daines Barrington's
“Obeervations on the Statutes” (1768) were
acclaimed as a “great treasure.” Beo-
caria's treatiss upon crimes and punish-
ments had appeared in 1764, and had ex-
cited the applause of Europe. Under the
influence of such studies, Bentham formu-
lated his famous principle which to some
seemed a barren truism, to others & mere
epigram and to others again a dangerous
falsehood. ' Bentham accepted it mot only
as true, but as expressing a truth of ex-
traordinary fecundity, capable of guiding
him through the whole labyrinth of po-
litical and legislative speculation. His
“fundamental axiom" is that “the greatest
happiness of the greatest number is the
measure of right and wrong.” Bentham
himself attributes the authorship of the
phrase to Beccaria or Priestley. Mr. Stephen
shows that it had bébn struck out in 1728
by Hutcheson in the attempt “to introduce
a mathematical calculation on subjects of
morality.” The words just quoted de-
fine the reason which made the “axiom”
acceptable to Bentham. For the
vague reference to utility which had ap-
peared in Hume and other writers of
his school was mnow substituted a
formula, the terms of whioh suggested
the possibllity of an accurate, quantitative
comparison of different sums of happiness,
To Bentham's mind the difference between
this and a more general proposition was
ike the difference between the statement
that the planets gravitate toward the sun
and the more precise statement that the
law of gravitation varies inversely as the
square of the distance. He has told us
that, when he pondered the ethical views
set forth in Hume's ““Treatise on Human
Nature,” he felt “as if acales fell from his
eyes.” When, with vision thus cleared,
he proceeded himeelf to propound his defi-
nite axiom, he hoped for no leas an achieve-
ment than to become the Newton of the
moral world

We have seen that Bentham, after leaving
Oxford, took chambers in Lincoln's Inn.
His father in 1765, on his second marriage
(to Mrs. Abbott, the mother of Lord Col-
chester), had settled some property on his
son, Jeremy, which brought in about £90
a year. On this income the young man
had to live like a gentleman and to give
four guineas a year to his laundress, four
to his barber, and two to his shoeblack.
In 1770 Jeremy visited Paris, but made few
acquaintances, though he was already re-
garded as a “philosopher.” Eight years
later he was in correspondence with
d'Alembert, the Abbé Morellet and other
philanthropic thinkers. By this time Ben-
tham took the Voltairean view of the Old
Testament. In polities, however, he was
still on the side of the Tories. His first
publication was a defence of Lord Mans-
fleld in 1770 against attacks arising out of
the prosecution of Woodfall for publish-
ing Junius's letter to the King. His next
performance was collaboration in a pam-
phlet which defended the conduct of the
British Ministers toward the American
colonies. Bentham says that he was
prejudiced against the Americans by the
badness of their arguments, and thought
from the first, as he continued to think,
that the Declaration of Independence
was a hodge-podge of confusion and ab-
surdity in which the thing to be proved
is all along taken for granted

Although Bentham has describe his
life at this time as truly miserable," he
was getting to work upon his grand proj-
ect, of which he never lost sighty to wit,
the creation of a science of legislation. On
Oct. 1 1776, he tel's his father that he is
writing his “Critical Elements of Juris-
prudence " the book of which a part was
afterward published as the *!ntroduction
to the Principles of Morals and Legis-
lation.” In the same year he published
his first important work, the “Fragment
on Government.” Mr Stephen reminds
us that the year was memorable in more
ways than one The Declaration of Inde-
pendence marked the opening of a new
political era Adam Smith's “Wealth of

Nations® and Gibbon's “Decline and Fall*
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tain a certain quality of philosophical
rhetoric and as, Blackstone was munh
greater in a literary than in a philosophical
sense the outoome of his lucubration was
naturaily unsatisfactory from a scientific
point of view. Blackstone had vaguely
appealed to the Whig dootrine of a social

printed seem to have been sold, though
without profit to the author. The father's
indiscretion let out the secret of author-
ship, and, when the book was known to be
written by a nobody, the sale fell off at once.
80 Bentham,at any rate, believed. Black-
stone took no notioe of the work, except
by some allusions in the preface to his
next edition.
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It was not until some five years after
the publication of the “Fragment on Gov-
emmment” that partial recognition came
to Bentham in a shape which greatly in-
fluenced his eareer. Lord Shelburne, af-
terward Marquis of Lansdowne, had
been impressed by the work and in 1781
sought out Bentham in his chambers; in
the autumn of the same year Bentham went
to stay at Bowood, Lord Shelburne's ooun-
try seat. He spent over a month there
on his first visit. He met Lord Camden
and Dunning, and young Wiliam Pitt,
and some minor adherents of his host, who
himself was to be Prime Minister from
July, 1782, to February, 1783. The philoso-
pher records that Pitt was “very good
natured and a little raw. I was mon-
stroualy frightened at him, but, when I
came to talk with him, he seemed fright-
ened at me.” Bentham did not see what
ideas they were likely to have in common.
“All the statesmen,” he thought, “were
wanting in the great elements of states-
manship.” They were always talking
about what “was,” and seldom or never
about “what ought to be.” Occasionally,
it seems, they descended lower, and made
a little fun of the shy and oversenaitive
intruder. The ladies made it up to him.
Shelburne made Bentham read his “dry
metaphysics” to them, and they received
it with docility. Lady Shelburne took a
fancy to Bentham, and gave him the “pro-
digious privilege® of admission to her
dressing-room. In her last illness Bent-
ham was one of the only two men whom
she would see, and upon her death in 1789
was the only male friend to whom her hus-
band turned for consolation. Lady Shel-
burne's niece, Miss Caroling Fox, seems
to have been the only woman who inspired
Bentham with a sentiment approaching
to passion. He made her an offer of mar-
riage in 1805, when he was nearer 60 than
50, and when they had not met for sixteen
years. She replied in a friendly letter,
regretti the pain which her refusal
would inflict. In 1827 Bentham, then in his
eightieth year, —Miss Fox was then about
60— wrote once more, speaking of the flowers
she had given him “in the green lane,”
and asking for a kind answer. He was
“indescribably hurt and disappointed”
by a cold and distant reply. Shelburne,
it seems, had a project for a marriage be-
tween Bentham and the widow of Lord
Ashburton (Dunning), who had died in
1783. He also made some offera of patron-
age. “He asks me,” says Bentham, “what
he could do for me? I told him nothing;
this conduct, so different from that of
others, endeared me to him."”

Bentham's intimacy at Bowood led to
more important results. In 1788 he met
Romilly and Dumont at Lord Lansdowne's
table. He had already met Romilly in
1784, but, after this, the intimacy became
close. Romilly had fallen in love with
the “Fragment,” and in later life be be-
came Bentham's adviser in practical mat-
ters, and the chief, if not the sole, ex-
pounder of Bentham's theories in Parlia-
ment. The alliance with Dumont had
even more substantial consequences. Du-
mont offered to rewrite some of Bentham's
papers whioh had been written in French
and to superintend their publication.
Eventually, he became Bentham's most
devoted disciple, and labored most un-
weariedly upon the translation and con-
densation of his master's papers. We are
told that Dumont provided materials for
some of Mirabeau's “most splendid”
speeches, and that some of these materials
came from Bentham. In any case, Mr,
Stephen is convinced that Dumont's ser-
vices to Bentham were invaluable.

On the whole, Bentham's emergence
from obscurity was very elow. The great
men whom he met at Lord Lansdowne's
were not specially impressed by him. Wed-
derburn pronounced the fatal word “danger-
ous” in regard to the “Fragment.” How,
thought Bentham, can utility be danger-
ous? Later reflection explained the puzzle,
What is useful to the governed need not
therefore be useful to the governors. Mans-
fleld said that in some parta the author
of the “Fragment” was awake, and in others

was asleep. In what parts, Bentham
wondered. Subsequently, he came to
the conclusion that he was considered

awake in the parts where Blackstone, the
object of Mansfleld's personal heartburn-
ing, was attacked; asleep where Mans-
fleld's own despotism was threatened.
Camden was contemptuous; Dunning
only “scowled® at him, and Col. Barré,
after borrowing the “Fragment,” gave
it back with the mysterious information
that he had “got into a scrape.” The great
book, therefore, “The Introduction to the
Principles of Morals and Legislation,” though
printed in 1781, *stuck for eight years,”
and the writer continued his obscure exist-
ence in Lincoln's Inn. An opinion which
he gave on some question as to
the evidence in the trial of Warren
Hastings made, it appears, an impression
in his favor. Before the publication of
the “Introduction,” however, was achieved,
a curious episode in Bentham's life occurred.
His brother Samuel had been apprenticed
to a shipwright at Woolwioch, and in 1780
had gone to Russia in search of employ-
ment. Three years later, he was sent by
Prince Potemkin to superintend a great
industrial establishment at Kritchev on a
tributary of the Dneiper. Resolved to
ey & visit to his brother, to whom he was |

ciples, had supported the laws against
usury. The disciple simply oarried out
those principles to the logical application
from which the master had shrunk.

§

to complete the vast scheme to which it
was to be a prologue, Bentham left Russia,
and, after travelling through Poland, Ger-
many and Holland, reached London at
the beginning of February, 1788. The “In-
troduction to the Principles of Morals and
Legislation” appeared in 178. The book,
he explained in the preface, laid down the
principles of all his future labors, and was
to stand to him in the relation of a treatise
upon pure mathematics to a theatiss upon
the applied sciences. He indicated ten
departments of legislation, each of which,
he said, would require a treatise in order
to the complete execution of his plan,

The book gives the easence of Bentham's
theories, and is the only large treatise
published by himself. The later works,
which set forth his ideas, were only brought
to birth by the help of disciples. Dumont,
in the discourse prefixed to the Traités,
explains the reason. Bentham, he says,
would suspend a whole work and begin a
new one because a single proposition struck
him as doubtful. A problem of finance
would send him to a study of political econ-
omy in general. A question of proocedure
would make him pause until he had in-
vestigated the whole subject of judiclal
organization. We learn from his biog-
rapher that Bentham, while at work
upon his matter, felt only the pleasure
of composition. When his materials re-
quired form and finish he felt only the
fatigue. Disgust succeeded to charm: and
he could scarcely be induced to interrupt
his labor upon fresh matter in order to
give his interpreter the explanations neede!
for the elucidation of his previous writings.
He was without literary vanity or the de-
sire for completion, which, as our author
points out, may prompt to premature pub-
lication, but, at the same time, prevents
the absolute waste of what has been already
achieved. Bentham's method of writing
was characteristic. He began by form-
ing a complete logical scheme for the treat-
ment of any subject, dividing and sub-
dividing so as to secure a n exhaustive
classification of the whole matter under
discussion. Then, taking up any sub-
division, he would write his remarks upon
sheets, which he would put aside after in-
dorsing them with references indicating
their place in the final treatise. He never
turned to these sheets again. In time, he
would exhaust the whole subject and it
would then be the duty of his disciples
simply to put together the bricks, ac-
cording to the indication placed upon each
in order to construct the whole edifice,
As, however, the plan would frequently
undergo a change, and as each fragment
had been written independently, the task
of combination and adaptation of the
ultimate atoms was often very perplexing.
Bentham, however, formed disciples ardent
enough to put together the set of documents,
as the disciples of Mohammed put together
the Koran.

1V,

A word should be said about Bentham's
attitude toward the French Revolution,
His theories were neither suggested nor
modifled by it. Passion and sentimental-
ism were alike to him a nuisance. He
was no Rousseau; and the last of men to
raise & warcry. He looked on with calm-
ness, as though the revolutionary disturb-
ances were rather a transitory interrup-
tion to the progress of reform than indica-
tive of a general convulsion. His own
position was isolated. He had no strong
reforming party behind him. The Whigs,
his main friends, were powerless, dis-
credited, and themselves really afraid to
support any vigorous policy. Bentham's
prejudices and sympathies were those of
the middle class from which he sprang.
He was no democrat; he had no particular
objection to the nobility. The reforms
which he advocated were such as might
be adopted by any enlightened legisla-
tor, not only by Shelburne, but even by
Blackstone. He had only, he thought,
to convert a few members of Parliament
to gain acceptance for a rational criminal
code. It had hardly occurred to him that
there was anything wrong in the general
political order of Gireat Britain and Ire-
land, though he was beginning to find out

that the system was not so modiflable as
he eould have wished by the new ideas
which he propounded. How unique was
his position will be evident when we recall
that he hated the abstract “rights-of-man”
theory as heartily as did Burke. It was
to him a “hodge-podge” of fallacy. On
the other hand, he was absolutely indif-
ferent to the apotheosis of the British Con-
stitirtion constructad by Burke's i ina-
tion. Bentham, in fine, cared nethin

Jor history in general, or else he regard

it from a Voltairean point of view, as a

record, more or less unauthentic, of
the follies and crimes of mankind, He
wished to deal with political, and |

especially with legal questions in a scien-
tigc spirit, but, in his sense of the word,
“scientific” would mean, not pure mathe-
matics, but pure empiricism. He was
quite as far from Paine's abstract meth-
ods as from Burke's romantic methods.
According to him, both Burke and Palne
were sophists: the one might prefer logi-
cal, and the other sentimental, sophistry,
Dumont, when in 1802 he publiu ed his
version of Benthamism, insisted upon
this point. Nothing, he says, was more
opposed to the trenchant dogmatism of
ﬂ?e abstract theorists about “rights of
man® and “equality” than Bentham's
thoroughly scientific procedure

Bentham's activity during the first war
between England and revohitionary France
enrresponded to his intelieotual position,
The Revolution, whatever else it might do,
obviously gave a chance to amateur legis-
lators. The deviser of Utopias had such
an opening as had never occurred in the
world’'s history. Soon after January, 1789,
Bentham sent to the Abbé Morellet an ac-
count of the organization and procedure
of a legislative assembly founded chiefly
on the practice of the House of Commons,
An elaborate scheme for the organization

of the French judiclary was suggested to
Bentham by a report to the National As-
sembly published in March, 1700. In 17091

he offered to go to France himself in order
to establish a prison on a new scheme of
h‘a‘. own, and to “gratuitoualy the

thereof.” The Assembl o
Jaller e Tardent love of humanits > an

an extract from an outline of his
plan_to be printed for their instruction,
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useless expensl
onies, ins of “driving at the heart of
the monster.” .
Bentham's aversion to Jaocobin meas-
ures by no means softened his antipathy
Imzl?:lh:‘ouwp.?um' l:h
’ w a st llm
against a J who, lnm ic excited
by the September massacres in Paris, had
eulogized the English laws, Projocts as
{0 wWar taxes ed a couple of pam-
hlets written in 1793, In the same year
proposed to Dundas that he (Bentham)
should be employed in drafting statutes,
and remarked incidentally that he could
legislate for Hindostan as easily as for his
fomg [otiers’ sugaecting. shat ho should be
ong letters suggesting t! )
sent to France with Wilberforce to rede-
tablish friendly relations with that country.
It was, however, the so-called Pnnopt.‘i-
con which chiefly occupied Bentham's
attention after his return_ from Russia
until the Peace of Amiens. His father died
in March, 1792, dividing his property equally
between his two sons. Jeremy's share
conaistad of the property at Queen's Square
place, Westminster, and of an estate in
the count pmdunln‘n:rom £500 to £800
| year. he Westminster property in-
cluded the house in which he spent most

g

of the rest of his life. Thers was a garden
in which he took t delight, and in it
was a small dwelling which Milton had

once ooccu . Here, with the codpera-
tion of his brother, and with his own in-
creased income, Bentham had all the means
needed for launching his great scheme.
The Panopticon, as defined by ita inventor,
was a “mill for grinding ro honest
and idle men l‘innd:’mtrinuu.'hy 'h ‘:n‘: :\rx‘r
gested by a p esigned rother
in Russia for a large house to be occupied
by workmen, and to be so arranged that
they could be under constant inspection.
Bentham was heres working on the old
lines of philanthropic reform. He had
long been interested in the plans for prison
improvements to which Howard's labors
had given the impetus. In March, 1792,
he pro to the Government to under-
take the charge of a thousand convicta
upon the Panopticon system. An act of
Parliament was obtained in 1794 to carry
out his project., Bentham had already
been making preparations. He wrote in
Beptember of the year just named that
he had already spent £6,000 and was spend-
ing at the rate of £2,000 a year, although
his income was under £600 a year. He
obtained, however, £2,000 from the Gov-
ernment; this sum was needed, it appears,
in order to keep together the men whom
he employed. Difficulties presently arose
as to the securement of a suitable site for
the Panopticon. It was not until 1709
that Bontmm at last acquired for £12,000
an estate at Millbank which seemed suit-
able. A sum of only £1, was wanted
to buy out a tenant of one piece of

. The sum was never forthcoming,
and the result was that the Panopti-
ocon and died. The aoctual
death of the scheme did not oocur,
however, untii 1811, when a committee
of the House of Commons against
the project on the score of one essential
weakness. The whole system turned upon
the profits to be made from the criminals'
labor by Bentham and his brother. The
committee observed that, howaver un-
impeachable might be the cha acter of
the founders, such a plan might lsad to abuses
in the hands of their sucoessors. Conse-
quently, a different solution of the con-
viet problem was recommended, the out-
come of which was the foundation of Mill-
bank Penitentiary, opened in 1818, Three
years previously Bentham had received
€23,000 as compensation for his outlay.
His agitation was not wholly fruitless,
His eme was partly adopted at Edin-
burgh, and his work formed an important
stage inthe development of the penal system.

\ 2

Bentha'n in 1802 had reached ths age
of 3. He had published his first work
twenty-uix vears, and his most elaborate
treatise thirteen years previously. He had
been brought into contact with many of the
eminent politiclans and philanthropists
of the day. Nevertheless, his reputation
was still confined to a narrow circle, and
hia connections had not developed into in-
timacies. At last, however, Bentham's fame
was to take its start. After tedious labors
and multiplied communications between
the master and the disciple, Dumont in the
spring of 1802 brought out his Traités de
Législation de M. Jérémie Bentham. The
hook was partly a translation of Bentham's
published and unpublished works, and
partly a statement of the pith of the new
doctrine in Dumont's own language. It
had the merit of putting Bentham's mean-
ing vigorously and compactly, and of ex-
eluding many of the digressions and dis-
cussions of minor points and arg ments
requiring a special knowledge of *®nglish
law, which had impeded the popularity of
Bentham's  previous publications.  In
1803 Dumont visited St. Petersburg, and
sont home glowing reports of Bentham's
rising renown It seems that as many
copies of the Traitéa had been wmold there
as in London. Codes were wanted; laws
were being digested; and Bentham's work
was to supply the principles and the classi-
fication. A magnificent translation had been
ordered and Russian officials wrote glowing
letters, in which Ben*ham was placed on
the plane of Bacon, Newton and Adam
Smith -each being the founder of a new
science. Bentham's old friend, the Marquis
of Lansdowne, died in May, 156 in one of
his last letters he expressed the hope
that Bentham's principles were at
last beginning to spread. The hope
was fulfilled.  In January, 1807, the Edin-
burgh Review suggested that Bentham
should be employed in a proposed reform
of the Scottish judicial system. He pub-
lished a work upon the subject in 1808,
To the period between 1802 and 1812 belongs
also the collection of papers afterward
transformed into the book on Evidence,
which is one of his most valuable perform-
ances. In a letter dated Nov, 1, 1810, he
alludes to hopes of the acceptance of some
of his principles of legislation in South
America. In Spain itself progressive men
were prepared to receive his laws as oracles,
In Germany and France codes had been
prepared by authorized lawyers, who had
sought to do themselves credit by references
to the Traites.  *“Now, at length, when |
am just ready to drop into the grave” (he
had still twenty years of energetic work
before him), “my fame Img spread itself
all over the civilized world. )

After the beginning of the Peninsula War,
when demands for reform again made them-
selves heard in Parliament, Bentham came
into closer contact with English political
life. M«llu!inf profoundly upon the Pan-
opticon and its failure, he had at last recog-
nized that he had begun at the wrong end.
He perceived that his reasoning had been
thrown away upon the huge dead weight
of official indifference.  Why did not states-
men accept the means for producing the

reatest happiness of the greatest number?

sause stateamen did not desire the end.
Why not? To answer that question, and
to show how a Government could be con-
structed which should desire, it became the
occy

pation of Bentham's remaining ﬂ
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into coherent bhooks.

The unsettled condition which followed
the peace in various European countries
found . Bentham extensive employment.
Iring T e Dores o7 hamels gadt mib-

y or r sul
nu‘ently he is said to have introduced
a Benthamite Penal Code Panopticon
at (leneva. In 1820 and 1821 tham was
00! g;dnmnwbonpof the Connrt‘ijhuoml
party in 0l , and wrote
elaborate tracta for their enlightenment.
Borrow, .when travelling in Spain some ten
ears r Bentham's death, was welcomed
an Alcalde on Finisterre who had
upon his shelves all the works of the “grand
Baintham,” and him to Solon
and Plato. In , 1831, the Portu-
Cortes voted that Bentham should be
nvited to ﬂor‘n an “all-comprehensive
oode,” he next year he put out a
*ocodification 1* offering to do the
work for any nation In need of a legislator
and appe testimonials to his compe-
tence, He to work upon a “Constitu-
tional Code” which oocu| him at inter-

vals during the remainder of his life, and
embodied final outcome of his specu-
lations. We should add that between

1820 and 1830 an eminent American disciple,

Edward Livi , nju.rod codes for the
State of warmly acknowl-
edged his obligations to Bentham. In 1830
a notioe of the lish philosopher’s labora

were lnurm;l lnhanehof dent h.l:olk’m;:
messages, In ter years t ni
States became Bentham’s political ideal.
Meanwhile in England the Utilitarian
party was consolidati itself, and the
struggle which resulted in the Reform bill
was inning. An organ to defend the
Utili cause was deemed desirable, and
Bentham supplied the funds for the Weal-
minater R , the first number of which
.m in April, 1824. The Radicals had
hit despised the Whigs as trimmers
and half-hearted reformers, and James Mill
expressed this feeling very frankly in the
first number of the new review. Reform,
however, was not h«»mln‘hampomable.
and the Whigs wera gaining the courage to
take it up seriously. Foremost among the
Edinburgh reviewers was Henry Brougham,
whose fame at this time was almost as great
as his ambition could desire, and who had
shown rness to distinguish himself
in lines fully approved hynsentham‘ He

e —
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Vague generalities” meqn:
content with no foryyly
couk} not b.}‘:’nmud in u-rn:: .;{'3:.;&
nm aocts, ever Passe
tham in attention to thi:ur L

requireman:

Cludeund reclassify, e said, to 10,

sure that at every point vour .
:‘l}zlll't o&nu(s:\d mt rc;.livi.m, hi“ﬁ.':
out these FINciples
Bentham brou;gt innumerable p.p:.l:y‘l.l:,'
to a sound test, and exploded many S
lent facilacies. "If he did not sucone] 1, -

ther, if whole spheres of thoug!

&Nt reunain s
outside of his vision, it was hw:u::n',,',ul )
dn{ there was not only no science of * s
c‘o o - Nie

y" or psychology—Mr. Staniin
would deny that there are any nuvh' ‘.:.-l
encea now—but no adequate percep: o
of the vast variety of investigations w“...',
would be needed 1o lay a basis for 1)
Our author submits, however, 'hnv""..

effort to frame a science is itself valun i
indeed of surpassing value, !:r[ x,{.”,.;'
is combined with a genuine respect fop
facts. It is common enough to attempg
to oreate a science by inventing technical
terminologies. Bentham tried the s jar
and more fruitful method of a minre ine
vutlgn.uon of particular facts. [t i« onp
author's judgment that for this reqso;
is work will stand, however mmn..,',
some of the results may appear wher, ri:'.‘lt
into a different framework. Alth yigh
crudely and imperfectly, he helped 1y
turn speculation into & trua and profiry.
ble channel. If any one doubts Bentham'y
services, Mr. Stephen would suggast to 19
to compare Bentham with any of his Bri.
ish contemporaries, and to ask where can
be found anything at all comparable :

his resolute ‘attempt to brin
] g light ay
order into a chaotic confusion of 5 .Im-.| ).‘
mise and prejudice. !
ViL

If we turn, lastly, to Bentham's pan.
sonality, we learn®*from those who kiew
both men that he bore a strong resemilinee
to Benjamin Franklin. Sagacity, beney.,.
lence and playfulness were oxprecasd
in both physiognomies. Bentham, how-
ever, differed from Franklin in that he
was not & man of the market place or 1l
office. One cannot easily picture Fraik-
lin as a child. Bentham, on the other hand.
was in many respecta a child through lifa;
a child in simplicity, good humor and vi.
vacity. His health was unbroken, s
knew no great sorrow; and, after emerging
from the discouragements of his vonth,
he could placidly contemplate a contin.
ous growth of fame and influence. He iy
said to have expressed the wish that he
could awake once in a century to survey
the prospect of a world gradually adopt.
ing his principles, and thus making stoady
progress in happiness and wisdom

No man could lead a simpler lifs. His
chief articles of consumption wera fru,
bread and tea. His only substantial meal
was a dinner at six, or half past, to whiey
a few friends were occasionally admiiteq
as a high privilege. He had a “sacr |
teapot” called Dick, with associations of 14

own, and carefully regulated its funetiona

was at best only a half disciple, but he was | He refrained from wine during the greatess

an instrument worth havin%0 In 1827, when |

Brougham was known to preparing an
utterance upon law reform, Bentham's hopes
rose high. When, however, the orator had
spoken, Bentham declared that the mount-
ain had been delivered of a mouse, In vain

did Brougham in his speech as Lord Chan- | and a straw hat.

cellor in September, 1881, call Bentham
“one of the great uilm of the law.” Ben-
tham mkmwledvd is amiability and his
genius, but deplored the untrustworthy
character of a man who could only adopt
principles 8o far as they were subservient
to his own vanity.

Another ally of Bentham's receives due
notice in this Mngnghy. In 1828, speak-
ing of legal abuses, Daniel O'Connell had
called himself “an humble disciple of the
immortal Bentham.” Bentham wrote to
acknowledge the compliment. He invited
0'Connell to bocome an inmate of his her-
milllcgo at Queen Square pme. l:nd o.fc?:l:
nell respo Wi y to tter o
“revered mas! r.’mgmu:am'a avernion to
Catholicism wasa as etrong as his objection
to Catholic disqualifications, and he took
some trouble to smooth down the difficul-
tiea which threatened an alliance between
ardent believers and lhomﬁh-ming scep-
ties, O'Connell had attacked some persons
who were politically on his side, “Dan,
dear child,” said Bentham, “whom in imag-
ination I am at this moment pressing to
my fond bosom, put off, if it be ible,
your intolerance.” Their friendship, how-
ever, did not suffer from this discord, and
their correspondence is in the same tone
to the end. At this time Bentham also
carried on a correspondence with another
great man whom seems not to have
met - personally. He wrote long letters
to the Duke of Wellington entreating him
to eclipse Cromwell by attacking the law-
vers successfully. The Duke wrote “im-
mediate answers in his own hand,” and
took good humoredly a remonstrance from
Bentham upon his duel with Lord Win-
chilsea in 1829,

During the last ten years of his life, Ben-
tham was cheered by symptoms of the
triumph of his creed. The approach of
the millenium seemed indicated by the
gathering of the various forces which car-
ried man (atholic Emancipation and
the Reform Bill. Bentham was still re-
ceiving testimonies of his fame abroad.
In 1825, when he visited Paris, all the law-
vers in a court of justioe rose upon his en-
trance, and he was placed at the Prosi-
dent's right hand. On the Revolution of
1830, he addressed some good advice to the
country of which he had been made a citizen
nearly forty years before. In 1832 Talley-
rand, to whom hLe had talked about t
Panopticon in 1792, dined with him in his
hermitage. When Bowring, the first editor
of the Westminater Review, observed to
the Prince that Bentham's works had been
plundered, the diplomatist replied that,
although pille de tout le monde, il eat tovjours
riche, Bentham was by this time failing. At
82, he was still, as he put it, * (’y{n‘
like any dragon.” On the 18th of May,
1832, he added the last touch to his life-
long labor upon the “Constitutional Code."”
The great reform agitation was reaching
the land of promise, but Bentham was
to die in the wilderness. He sank with-
out a struggle on June 6, 1832, his head
resting on Bowring's bosom. He left
a characteristio direction that his body
should be dissected for the benefit of
science. An incision was formally made
and the old gentleman, in his clothes as
he lived, his face covered by a wax mask,
is still to be seen in University College in
Gower street,
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Some eighty pages of his first volume
are devoted by Mr. Stephen to a discussion
of the principles of Bentham's philosophy
and the practical applications given to
them by himself and his disciples in his
lifetime. These topics are considered
under the several heads of first principles,
eprings of action, the sanctions, eriminal
law, English law, radicalism and individu-
alism. The limitations and defects of
Bentham's doctrines are clearly indicated.
These were due, it is pointed out, partly to
his personal character and partly to the
intelleotual and social atmosphere in wisich |
he was brought up. At the same time,
Mr. Stephen recognizes how genuine and
great was the value of his teaching. He
would say that in Bentham's voluminous
writings there is hardly an argument which
is not to the purpose, so far as it goes,
Given his point of view, he s invariably
cogent and relevant. It is a point of view,
moreover, which no ane can afford to over-
look. In our author’'s opinion, no ethical
or political doctrine can be deemed satis-
factory which does not find a place for
Bentham, though he was far from pro-
pounding a complete theory of his sub-
Ject. Bentham earned the high place
which belongs to him in history of English
philosophy by spending his whole life
in the attempt to create a science of legis-
lation. Even where he is most tiresome
a certain interest attaches to  his unflag-
ging working out of every argument and
of its application to all conceivable cases,
Everywhere you encountar geniine reason-
ing and everywhere the reasoning is domi-

part of his life and was never guilty of 4
single act of intemperance. [ later lify
he took a daily halt glass of Madeira. Ho
was scrupulously neat in person and wors
a Quaker-like brown coat, brown cass -
mere breeches, white worsted stockings
He walked, or rather
trotted, with his stick, which he calie
Dapple, and took his ante-prandial and
other circumgyrations with absoiute pune-
tuality. He loved pets; he had a seris
of attached cats; and cherished the meniory
of a *beautiful pig” and of a donkev. Ha
encouraged mice to play in his study, a
taste hard to reconcile in practice with his
fondness for cats. Kindness to animals
was an essential point of his moral ereed
as it is of Buddhism. *“I love everything.*
he said, “that has four legs.” He had a
passion for flowers, and tried to introduce
useful plants. He loved music—especially
'}Ihnde!—md“hhng‘m' organ in hisphruwx
He cared n or poetry. *Pros: '
“he said, “is when all the lina-\’nmpt tn
last go on to the margin. Poetry is when

some of them fall short of it.” = He was
courteous and attentive to his guesis,
though occasionally irritable when |4
favorite crotchets were transgressed, or
especially if his fixed hours of work wera
deran A Amiable he unquestionaliv

was, The “surest way to gain men,” I»
said “is to appear to love ﬁwm. and the
surest way to appear to love them is to lova
them in reality.” The least pleasing par
of his character was the apparent levity
of his attachments. He was at one tinn
partly alienated from Dumont, and he vt
only cooled towards James Mill, but, if
his biographer Bowring is to be trusted,
spoke of him with great harshness. M
Stephen is inclined to think that Bowring
was capable of taking hasty phlrases too
seriously. What Bnntﬁam'n remarks upon
these and other friends suggest to tla
author of this book is not malice or resent-
ment, but the flippant utterance of a man
whoee feelings were wanting in depih
rather than in kindliness, It 1s noticeahia
that, after his early visit at Bowood. no
woman seems to have counted for anything
in Bentham’'s life., He was not only never
in love (except with Miss Caroline Fox)
but he seems never to have talked with
any woman except his cook or housemaid

ganthun's habita recall in some wavs
those of Kant His regularity in literary
work was absolute. He lived by a tima
table, working in the morning and turn-
ing out from ten to fifteen folio pages daily
He read the newspapers rv-gulnrﬁy. but*only
few books, and ca nothing for eriticisna
on his own writings. He liked to discuss
the topics of which his mind was full, and
made notes beforehand of particilar
yoints to be introduced in conversation
e waa invariably inaccessible to visitors

even famous ones, likely to distract hie
thoughts. “Tell Mr. Bentham that Mr
Richard Lovell Edgeworth desires to ses
him." “Tell Mr. Richard Lovell Edge-

worth that Mr. Bentham does not desita
to see him,” waa the reply. When Mma
de Staél came to England she said to Du-
mont: “Tell Bentham [ shall see nobody
till I have seen him.” “I am sorrv for
it,” said Bentham, “for then she will never
see anybody.” He summed up his opinion
of the author of “Corinne”™ by calling her
“a trumpery magpie.” Mr, Stephen finds
a simplicity and vivacity in some of th9
sayi reported by Bowring which prove
thntugntham could talk well, and increase
one's regret Yor the absence of a mor»
efficient Boswell. At 10 Benthamn had
his tea, at 11 his nighteap, and, bv 12 all
his guests were ignominiously expelled
He was left to sleep on a hard bed s
sleep was light and much disturbed by
dreams.

Mr. Stephen’s sketch of Bentham's pers
sonality is summed up in the paradoxicud
remark that he was at once the most prac-
tical and the most unpractical of men
The circumstances of his time and coun-
try, and, possibly, his own temperament
turned his thoughts away from pue phli
losophy to problems of legislation and
wlitics —that is to say, of direct practicad
interest. He was, therefore, alwavs dea-
ing with concrete facts, and a great part
of his writings may be considered as raw
material for acts of Parliament. At '/9
same time, Bentham remained unpractical
in the sense that he had not that knowledgs
which may be ascribed either to the poot

or to the man of the world  He had neither
passion nor sympathetic imagination. T/
springs of active conduct which othord
come to know from experience were 10
Bentham nothing more than names in 4

careful classification. Any shrewd attor
ney would have been a better judge of the
management of convicts, and there wera

dozens of |mnr politicians who could have
explained to him beforehand those mys-
teries in the \wrkm% of political machiner v
which it took him hall a lifetime to dis«
cover. In this sense Bentham was un-
yractical in the highest degree, for at »
| {... had not found out of what men are reallv
made. Nevertheless, by his extraordinarv
intellectual activity, and the concentri-

tion of all his faculties upon certain pro-
lems he succeeded in presenting an e
ample, which, if not unique, is almost un-
surpassable, of the power which belongs
tw the man of one idea

In notices of the second and third vol-
umes of “The English Utilitariana® we
shall mark what Mr. Leslie Stephen has to
tell us about James Bentham's principal
successors, James Mil and John Stuary
m S \ ’
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