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A Broad and Liberal Use of the Malls.

Senator MasoN of Illinois now be-
comes the chairman of the Committee
on Post Offices and Post Roads through
the accident of the simultaneous de-

parture of his three seniors on that:

fmportant committee, Mr. WoLcoTT of
Oolorado, Mr. CHANDLER of New Hamp-
shire and Mr. CARTER of Montana.

From a signed article on postal affairs
contributed by Mr. MAsoN to the Decem-
ber number of a Chicago periodical
known as Advertising Ezrperience we
derive the subjoined declaration:

* personally, 1 am for & broad, l'beral use of the
malls.”

We should say there was no doubt of
that. About twenty months ago Mr.
MaBON delivered in the Senate a speech
entitled * Food and Drink,"” which was
really more or less of an advertisement
of the sparkling beverages produced
by the legitimate enterprise of certain
American manufacturers of ‘‘ true oham-
pagne,” as Senator MASON styled it.

During those twenty months or so,
we do not know how many dozens, or
soores, or hundreds of copies of Mr.
MAsON'S great speech on true cham-
pagne have found their way to this
office, accompanied by the Senator's
characteristically rolling and bubbling
signature in facsimile by way of a
frank through the mails.

There is nothing illegal in this method
of advertising, since the true champagne
speech, as an excerpt from the Con-
gressional Record, is technically en-
titled to free transit through the United
Btates mails.

But the peculiar and persistent en-
thusiasm of the chairman of Post Offices
and Post Roads for the dissemination
of this particular gem of oratory had
already prepared us to believe his an-
nouncement that he favors a broad and
liberal use of the mails.

Those Asphalt Contracts.

The injunction issued on Tuesday
by Supreme Court Justice MAREAN in
Brooklyn restraining JAMES P. KEATING,
the Commissioner of Highways in this
town, from giving out asphalt con-
tracts aggregating nearly $3,000,000, as
he proposed to do on Friday, and also
restraining him from letting outany more
asphalt contracts of any sort, should be
a’ ter of sincere public thanksgiv-
ing. The injunction was brought at the
nominal suit of a taxpayer, but it is
well understood that the chiefl mover
in the proceedings is Mr. Epwarnp M.
GroUT, the new Comptroller-elect. Mr
GrovT has been carrying on a sturdy
fight against this asphalt monopoly for
some time, and all good people here-
abouts ought to praige him for it and to
hold up his hands

The affidavits submitted to
MAREAN on which the injunction was
granted declare that the proposed con-
tracts were to be awarded upon speci-
fications precluding fair and reasonable
competition and specifically preventing
ANY Person or persons bidding on the
work except the National Asphalt Com-
pany. It is asserted that the specifi-
cations set up a test which is artificial
and fallacious and of no value in de-
termining the true quality of the asphalt
or of obtaining good and durable pave-
allegation is, n
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of banking operations

| at any time before in its history
| do not except the long period during

reduced from $40,347,884 on Nov. 1, 1800,
to $2%,471,228 on Nov. 15, 1001. Inas-
much as our revenues are now greatly
in excess of our expenditures, the Secre-
tary of the Treasury recommends that
the revenues be reduced to the extent
of $30,000,000, and he proposes as a first

| step in that direction the repeal of all

the miscellaneous war taxes.
The chief feature of the Secretary's

report, however, is hisa suggestion for |

reform in our system of national bank-
ing. Pointing out that the chief function
of banking is to extend and contract
credit at proper times, he shows how
undue inflation arises from an improper

| extension of credit, and panics similarly
| occur from a frightened contraction of

it. If some means could be adopted
whereby the strength of association
could be secured and the ‘'‘surplus
power of the safe and strong extended
in confidence to the support of the weak
and exposed,” the evil results of panics
would be minimized. The Secretary
indicates his opinion that a large central
bank with multiplied branches would,
indeed, give the highest assurance of
protection against the present evil of
individual banks, but declares that such
a proposition, in the present state of
popular sentiment, must be regarded as
impossible of realization. It is also un-
derstood that a bank circulation based
entirely upon Government bonds is not
flexible enough, for it makes the amount
of the circulation dependent upon the
price of the bonds rather than upon the
needs of the country. At present the
tendency seems clearly to be toward a
greater relative increase in the require-
ments of the business community for
currency than in the quantity of Govern-
ment bonds with which the note issue
can be secured.

Mr. GAGE suggests, that

therefore,

any national banking association depos- |

iting 30 per cent. of ite capital in the
form of United States bonds at their
par value and 20 per cent. of its capital
in greenbacks with the Treasurer of
the United States shall be entitled to
issue its circulating notes to an amount
equal to its capital, such banks paying
in addition semi-annually to the Treas-
ury of the United States in trust an
amount equal to one-eighth of 1 per cent.

| on their capital stock respectively, such

payments to constitute a Guaranty
Fund for the protection of any bank
which may become insolvent. If this
were done, there is a possibility of a
safe expansion of banking currency of
about $300,000,000, while at the same

time the much-hoped-for redemption of |

the greenbacks would be virtually se-
cured to the extent of about $200,000,000.
Mr. GAGE contends that an examination
in the country
for the last thirty-six vears shows that
if some guch plan as this had been

adopted, all bank currency would have

been safe at all times and there would
have accumulated already an unused

surplus to the credit of the Guaranty

Fund of $27,421.950.
Entire comprehension of Mr. GAGE'S

plan can be obtained only by reading

his argument for it as printed in to-day's
SUN. Opinions concerning it will by
no means be unanimous, but it will be

admitted by all that the Secretary has

made an interesting and eloquent plea,

The Democratic Party.
The Democratic party a8 a national

party is now disorganized more than
We

and after the Civil War when, at times,
it could not muster an opposition in
Congress which commanded or de-
served the respectful consideration of its
political enemies or of the country  In
the Senate of the present Congress it hus

| from no State of the rich and populous

North a «ingle snokesman and even from
the South few of notable strength
In the House of Representatives it s
without leadership worthy of
and munority s made
wholly of men of medioore
who have not even the strength as an
opposition which disciplined uniformity
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Jury, Judge JOHN A

to prosecute and punish manifest

in the States. As an organization for
State politios the Democratic party
peems to be strength rather
than losing it. At least, it is preserving
its compactness.

In national politics, however, it has
no homogeneity of purpose. The dif-
ference in principle and policy between
its conservative and radical elements
is 80 complete as to make of them vir-
tually two distinct parties. Each is
struggling for the mastery of the party
organization, each has f{ts representa-
tives in the feeble minority of the pres-
ent Congress, and as yet no common
ground on which they can get is made
manifest. The attempt of certain Dem-
ocratic politicians in New York to bring
the party together on a platform of sound
money, tariff revision looking to free

| trade, opposition to trusts and a dis-

tinct policy toward our possessions ac-
quired by the Spanish war, seems likely
to provoke a clashing of jealousies
rather than to produce the desired
harmony. It involves, apparently, the
displacement of Mr. HiLL as a leader
of the Democracy of New York, and
consequently as a possible Democratic
candidate for President in 1904, and the
substitution of a new leader and a new
possibility, with consequences danger-
ous to the party in the election for a
Governor next year. Moreover, actually
there is no agreement but radical differ-
ence between the Democracy of the
Union concerning those very questions,
and the suggestion of this common
policy coming from New York and from
an element which resisted the nomina-
tion and opposed the election of Mr.
BRYAN in 1806, more especially, it is
likely to prove the seed of discord rather
than harmouny. To say nothing of

Mr. BEYAN, there are many aspirants |

in other States than New York for the
leadership of the Democracy in 1904
who will be slow to contribute to the
building up of a successful rival here,

The opinion of Mr. HiLL is that the |

true Democratic policy is not to lay
down any platform now, but to wait and
watch for chances to take advantage
of Republican slips in this Fifty-seventh
Congress; and it seems to be the pre-
vailing view among Democratic poli-
ticidns of the Union generally. ® That is,
the only hope of the ‘Democrats is that
the Republicans will give them an issue
with which to restore their party to na-
tional solidity.

Is there any need of drawing the les-
son from all this?

Finding Fault With Jurors.
Is it proper for a Judge to scold a

Grand Jury from the bench for refusing to

indict a person whom the Judge thinks

ought to be indicted?
suggested by an |
occurrence on Tuesday in the Court of
Quarter

This question is
Sessions of Hudsgn county,
M discharging the Grand
BrLAir said:

“ The whole Court has examined the testimony

New Jorasey.

taken before you in the sulltvan caseo, and it is the

unanimous and unqualifed opiniou of the Court
that the evidence was such and sufMelent for you
to have founded an Indictment. To take no notice
of such negligent or wilful disregard of duty on
your part, and to permit you to depart with the
thanks of the publie from the Court would bhe
equivalent to an acknowledgment of an agree
ment between the Grand Jury and the Court not
violations of
law.’

It seems that the jurors thus addressed
constituted the third Grand Jury which
had refused to find an indictment against
the person mentioned by Judge BLAIR
I'he foreman asked the Judge for leave to
sayv a word in response to the rebuke
from the bench, but this favor was per-
emprorily refused

Now, it s to be noted that the Cone.
and the those States
the Grand Jury

stitution laws ol

i whact SVRLem s pre-

| served do not leave it to the -"I'h{l'«p 1o

say who ghall be indicted. That fune
tion s conferred unon the Grand .Iuy\;
and if they determine that a man ought
not to be indicted and that they will not
find an indictment against lam, all the
Judges in the Slate togelher cannot
change the result

Of conurse, f a4 Grand Jury s induced
by corruptwon or friendship or cowardiuoe
Lo gnors an wocusation where they ought

to hind an o the

tien! nre properly

telmurabile b sotne by byt shiould
i bee yeprimanded publicly by the
o ge { beo e o whuh they ure
BTV mlng because the  evidenos
whuh e | s teud inoa ceria Wt Ll
) w | ' ! U
¢ | i i uM I wilon ! wul
et buse Vwr | ' A I = » |
4 1vbuke have et wiodd by & 1ol e
TRE “a Lo Trvw '
' sl i T A
i - ] ] i n ' '
P ™ el wi | i
! o | e o . » P PN
|
o ; '
' i fide "
- » '
“h ) ™ ' ’
' - ' b
) ’ w!
" _
!
N ! ’
! - i -
i "
.
.
. .
’ »
.
g ’
*
. - .- . o
™ - [ AR
- -
’ d ’ mame
. .
- ' . . 0 s JRERE B » See

State or those nearby, but in New England,
where the ohildren think more of their Christ-
mas treo than of anything else that the
holiday season affords, the larger citied
look to Maine to furnish them with firs
of the choicest variety. In that State,
cutting and shipping these trees, plucking
innumerable bunches of glossy winter-
green, collecting the scarlet berries of
wild shrubs, and gathering the trailing
creepers of the ground pine, constitute a
business of no small importance. It is
estimated that this year it will yield a profit
of not less than $150,000 to the industrions
farmers of the Pine Tree State.

It is said that no other Army Board ever
convened in our service had so many officers
of high rank as that now sitting in Wash-
ington to prepare a list of army posts to be
abandoned. The Lieutenant-General Com-
manding the Army, four Major-Cienerals,
three Brigadier-Generals, and one Colonel,
compose the board; the recorder is a Lieu-
tenant-Colonel. The members of the
board are all men of experience, who know
the needs of the army and the posts which
are no longer of military importance, and
it is said that there will be no “ junketing
trips * of inspection. The board will
doubtless report shortly; after its report
is made, Congress may be expected to
amend the list of army posts recommended
for abandonment, so that probably the
net advantage to the ariny and the country
in the way of closing up unnecessary sta-
tions will be less than the military ex-
perts would prefer. The average town
or city having an army post near it objects
even more strenuously to the abandon-
ment of the post than it did to its estab-
lishment.

Some of the Chicago newspapers are
making base, envious flings at the Hon.
CARTER Harnisox, the Fairy Prince of
the Cook County Democracy. They pre-
tend that time and feeding have expanded
that once romantie form and that he can
no longer buy his clothes ready-made.
Thestory is probably false. There is ready-
made clothing for the fattest as well as
for the leanest; and CArTER HARRISON

| is too good a Kansas City platform Demo-

crat to become an expansionist.

The eale of trotting horses which has
been going on at Madison Square Garden
during the past nine days came to an end
yesterday, and, although some of the ani-
mals under the hammer brought surpris-
ingly low prices, considering their records
and pedigrees, the sale proved conclusively
that the day of the harmess horse is a long
way from its close,

There is doubtless a good deal of truth
in the assertion that, as the automobile
comes into more general use, the demand
for horses will diminish. The sale at the
(Garden, however, has shown that there is
a ready market for really good horses and

that a willingness still exists among horse- |

men to pay fancy prices for choice breeds

Mr. BryYaN is still demanding in thunder

tones that the Philippines shall be inde-

pendent. So is a former chaplain of the
Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company.

The “Fariched' Grammar School Conrse.

To TaE Eptton or Tur Svx Sy I don't
know so much about the instruction at Har-
vard, being of another college myself on thut

! side of the gquestion | suppose all colleges do

their best to meet the defleiencies in common
English preparation which the freshimen show,
But 1 do know, to my sorrow, what it
menans to have an “enriched” grammar school
course ~enriched at the expense of spelling
I have two boys who have passed their
Regents' examinations, which include spelling
But neither of them can write a letter that
would give him a position as offlce Loy in 1y
own office  They spell with & remarkable
originality In their view, the rules of gram-
mar have no pertinence in a writtén lettey
although they speak with fair correctness
Hut while they have never been made to tos
the mark in gramumar and spelling. they have
A smattering of many studies I'hey have
had a dip into Latin, even before they went to

igh school They have had courses in
elementary geology, in botany, in phystology,
They have had text books on bugs, which
they have recited fron I'hey have hLad
supplementary reading enough 1o fill a
library I must admit that they have & fine
outfit of graceful knowledge, Just enougl
sach subject 1o make them understand vwhbat
they may, hereafter, read about it
But while they have bheen getting this Hberal
education CHOes 11 tersture, and
s ind Lo physical culture, and 10 mar
ual training, they sull ot spedl through
8 short letter, and their villessiions of grar
mar s a sorrowful « Lt on what then
pohiools have been sl 1 do for the
" e fault 1 o s ! * L] st 1 W U i»
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| for their profits;

THE CHEAP HOTELS.

When Huge Two-dellar-a~iay Hostelries
Will be Provided In New York.

To Tam Eprror or Tue Sux—Sir: The
present discussion in your paper of the need
of huge “two-dollar-a-day " hotels in
New York suggests the great advance in
expenditure in this country during the
last generation. About forty or more
years ago the standard price at hotels of
the very best class was $2.50a day, including
both board and lodging, for the * American
plan " prevailed quite universally; and it
was regarded then as a high price.  Those
were the days when Paran Stevens was
the notable landlord of a chain of hotels

| out of which he made ‘the large fortune

left by him, or the nucleus of it.

As to huge * two-dollar-day hotels " in
New York, the only argument for their
provision which will avail practically is
that of the profit to be made from them.
If it can be shown that they will pay hand-
somely the great amount of capital required
for sites and buildings will be supplied
readily. Does not the very fact that your
correspondents are complaining that while
expensive hotels and apartment houses
with hotel features, so far especially as
concerns common restaurant provisions,
have increased rapidly during the last ten
years and many plans for others on a scale
of great magnificance are now made, sug-
gest that investments in these are proved
to be better and safer than in the cheap
hotels they demand?

The great cost in running a hotel of the
more expensive kind is for service. Reduce
that item of outlay largely and lower prices
to patrons might be made profitable.
The average, I think it may be said, is a
servant to every “ guest " in hotels of the
best sort. In certain cheap restaurants
now run on a large scale in New York the
patrons are left to wait on themselves,
80 that the number of servants is made
relatively very small and a great saving
to the proprietors results, enabling them
to charge low prices for food. If hotel
service could be reduced thus the conse-
quence would be the same.

Another matter is deserving of con- |

sideration, and that is the American indis-
position to be relegated to any second class.
A large number of people would object to
going to a hotel ;provided ostentatiously
for people of second-rate purses and thus
distinguished as such, and they are to be
found among those for whom it is proposed
that a “two-dollar-a-day” hotel shall be
built rather than among those to whom
even that rate would be too high.

A correspondent in THe SN to-day
says that the cheap hotel would provide
accommodations for people who now go
to the high-priced places, but are not wanted
there because they spend no money on the
“extras" on which such hotels rely so largely
but for the same reason
might they not be undesirable patrons of
the cheap hotel? Besides, not the
very fact that they strain a point in order
to hail from the grander place indicate
that they are just the sort of peeple who
would not want to “hang out” at an inferior

does

| hotel?

It is all & question of the profitable use
of capital.
spondent, “some man with a good eve to
business will put up a big 500 or 1,000-room

hotel of the cheaper class,” and will make a |

pile of money by charging $1 a day for a
room, 2 cents each for breakfast and lunch
and 50 cents for dinner, “to ba taken or not
as the guest pleases.™  Buat that day will not
come until it can be ciphered out by men
with a good eye to business that the
large capital required for such an enter-
prise will earn sure and handsome divi-
dends, and the present deficiency of which
your correspondents complain would seem
to be evidence that it has not yet come
Whenever sagacious capitalists see profit
in the undertaking no other argument
will be needed 1o induce them to go into it,
and they will not make
until then

It your friends can prove by incontestable
figures that their cheap hotel would be
8 better investment than are the hig
priced hotels they will find no diffeulty
inraising all the capital they need to start it
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REVISION COMMITTEE AT WORK.

To Hold Two Sessions Dally —Expect teo
. Finish in Two Weeks.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 4.-The commitice
appointed by the General Assembly of
the Presbyterian Church upon the general
subject of revision of the Confession of
Faith met (n the Church of the Covenant
here to-day. The absentees were the Rev.
Drs, Charles A, Dickey of Philadelphia, 8. J.
Nicholls of St. Louis and Henry Van Dyke
of Princeton Seminary and Elder John
E. Parsons, New York. It was stated

| that these members would be in attendance
| by to-morrow,

It was decided to begin at once the con-
sicderation of the several subjects referred
to it by the General Assembly in full com-
mittee, instead of by sections, and the
three sections, into which the committee
was divided at Saratoga, were discharged.
Dr. Nicholls, who was chairman of the
goction charged with the preparation of
the supplementary statements regardin
“The love of God for all men,” “The wor
of the Holy Spirit,” and “Migsions,” sent
to the committee a draft of the proposed
additions

The section to prepare a statement of
the Reformed faith, which has been in

gession here the past week, submitted to |

the committee half a dozen different state-
ments, three of which were the production
of members of the section and the other
three of professors of systematic theology
in church seminaries, sent at the invitation
of Dr. De Witt, One by Prof. William

Adams Brown of Union Seminary is said to |

have created a very favorable impression.

Some members of the committee, however, |
a panorama in Paris

do not hold optimistic views regarding the
outcome of the work. One of them illus-
trated his opinion by telling the story of
two ruling elders who became involved
in a business quarrel. When they learned
of each other's religious views, one said:
“We are two elders: we ought to settle our
difficulties without trouble.” To which
“That's the very rea-
The committee will hold two daily sessions
morning and afternoon and expect to get
away inside of two weeks, Work on ﬁm
declaratory statement, that being the first
subject mentioned in the assembly's orders,
was begun at this afternoon’s session.
President  Roosevelt will receive the
members of the committee in the White
House at 10 o'clock to-momrow; on Friday
night there will be a dinner and reception at
the residence of Gen. Foster; on Saturday

night a dinner by the Men's Society of the |

Church of the Covenant, and on the 10th
inst. the committee will be entertained
by the Presbyterian Union of Baltimore.

ROBBING HILL OF FAME.

Author Neville Says Cleveland First Used
the Phrase, “1 Am a Democrat.”

Syracuse, Dec. 4 —The Hill Democrats
fn Syracuse and the other cities in central
New York are very much incensed over
the publication of the book, *“Famous
of Famous Americans,” which
was igsued yesterday by James J. Neville,
editor of the Telegram. The book
contains the notable utterances of Presi-
dent Roosevelt, the late Presidents McXin-
ley and Harrison, Grover Cleveland, Gen.
Girant, James G. Blaine, Roscoa Conkling,
William H. Seward and William M. Evarts,
and, strange as it may appear to many,
the book disputes the heretofore undis-
puted claim that the Hon. David Bennett
Hill of Albany and *“Wolfert's Roost ™

has a copyright on the famous saying,
“I am a Democrat.”
Sepator Hill achieved fame by using

the expression in a speech delivered in
the city of Brooklyn on Oct. 24, 1808, The
trademark I am a Democrat,” has clung
to him ever since

worn sentence from Mr. Hill and bestows
it upon the Hon. Grover Cleveland of New
Jersey. Mr. Neville finds that in the year
1881, exactly 12 vears before Mr. Hill made
his great speech in Brooklyn, Mr. Cleve-

lond in accepting the nomination for Mayor |

of Buffalo used the expression, “1 am a
Democrat "

i |
The Hill men in Syracuse, notahly Mayor

McGuire, former State Tax Commissicner
Heury D Browster, Corporation Counsel
Melvio Z Haven, former Mayor Thomas |
Ryan, former State Committeeman Wil-
llam B. Kirk and Contractor Jobn Dunfee,
say that Neville virtually charges Mr
Hill with plagisrism Mavor MeGuire,

who thinks tha' Mr Hill wi'l be the next
y 1

Democratic candidate r President, said
to-day
ILis man Neville i« trying to stir up a
row He proba thinks tha Democoratio
rey s Jemand a court of inauitry to
s whether HIL or Cleveland s entitled
the eredit of giving national promi
nenee to the ‘1 am a et rat’ sentenoe
Nt Hi'l's rname josely gssociated
\ thism hy i always will be
1 ' ' woouse Mr. Neville, but |
thin that he y  purposely brought out
the 'l & ' Iwn rat sentenes and placed
| the orml ] ey Pre femt for v
JART et f 1 g a laugh around
vy 1 cyponse of Nenmtor H
Ithi that Sennten H was the flrst grea
stmte Detnocrat o party | =0
W LA POR DR RIENED
Te Be Appuinted surgeon of the Sy 1o
Suceeed Mear Adoient Y an Mo pen
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Now Mr. Neville bobs |
up and takes the honor of uttering this well- |

FULTON'S CLAIMS DISPUTED,

Is the Honor Awarded (o Him Due Rather
to Fiteh and Livingston ?

To THE EDITOR OF THE BUN—Sir: In view
of the monument to Fulton to be unveiled
on Thursday in Trinity Church yard and ot
the risk of being considered an iconoclas
I would say that, probably no person |
received so much praise, und deserved it
little, as Robert Fulton. A man of no pr
tical ingenuity, of no power of conceivi
much less of executing, an original mechar
idea, his friend Colden has succended
persuading the public that ts him alons
due the succeessful navigation ol our rive
by steam. The facts, however, as | gather
them from the late Bishop Potter of
gylvania, who in turn received them fro,
Chancellor Livingston himselt, are a« fol

Thirteen years before Fitch experinn
with his steamboat upon the Collect N
York, he had, as is well know rir
steamer with great success on the In
between  Philudelphia  and  Bordertow
During that period he had exper
with various kinds of propelling power ¢
the side wheel, and sweeps o
oars  The most primitive thing ahout |}
vessel was the boller, which consisted <
of two potash kettles, riveted together

Mr Livingston, who was greatly intere<tadg
in the success of Fiteh's experiuents, =
the opportunity, when Minister to oy
to visit the workshops of Watt and N
in Englund, where for the first time, Lo
a properly corstructed heiler 1o
how was he to introduce it into the 1 niteg
States, unless (which was then impo-s )
he went there himself? At this crics !
thought of Robert Fulton, who, originally
an artist in Philadelphia, was then extubiting
His panorama, hows
attached, and
and thrown int
this time, had

stenm

ever, failing to pay, was
hiruself arrested for debt
Livingston also, at
in his possession the plans, models and draw
ings of what was afterward the successiy
steamboat, which he had obtained fr
the American Consul, then residing at Havre,
who, in turn, had purchased then of Fiteh,
when the latter, completely discouraged
and a stranger in France, utterly destitute
had given up in despair
Livingston, falling into the error, so common
to many, of believing that, hecause an artist

candraw cleverly, he must necessarily suceeod
equally well in mechanical conception and
execution, paid off Fulton's debts, and st

him over to New York with one of Jumes
Watt's bollers Fulton, liowever, thoroug
in®ompeterd and untrustworthy, failled to rice
to the occasion; nnd when Livingston returned
a year after, he found his pet project precisely
where he had left 1t several years before.  He
therefore, at once took hold of it himself,
and by his energy and perseverance fiua
brought his idea to a sucoessful issue Fult
whom he could not entirely shake off, acting
as a kind of general superintendent

These facts, moreover, are confirmed not
only by the late President William A Duer,
in his “New Yorker" (Letter VII \, but by the
late Mr Ranson Cook of Saratoga Springs,
N. Y Mr Cookinformed methat,inthe sume-
mer of 1837, he was in the city of New York,
engaged upon hiselectro-magnetic machinery
Among his workmen wera two who had been
employed by Livingston and Fulton, while
those gentlemen were perfecting their ste -
boat. They surprised him greatly by stating
that Fulton was a capital draughtsnan, and

that was all They added that he was so
deficient in a knowledge of the laws of e
chanies as to furnish daily mirth for

workioen, and that it was o lopy time hef
Livingston could convinee him that tha
“starting bar” of an engine should be made
Jarger at the fulerum end than at the handle
On the 7thof August, 1807, the first steams-
boat, the Clermont, cor ted and finished
under the nominal superintendence of Hobert
Fulton, encouraged by Chancellor Livingston,
stood in the stream opposite Jers it
ready ut asignal tostart on her w A
Thousands of citizens lined both brnks o
the river, and flled every kind of vy
wnter eraft, withthe expectationof witne =iz
the utter failure of “Fulton's Folly.” as 1}
had tauntingly christened the new boat «1d

1P

| of having the satisfaction of saying, "'

you so " But that sentence was never
uttered; for, at the word from the
fnventor, the wheels began to revolve, siow

at first, then faster and faster, until “Fult
Folly” wvanished up the river, leaving
scoffers staring after it with blank vis s
and open mouths

IThe triumph was con plets, yet ta Fitoh,

Fulton, belongs the horor

Witriam [ STONBR
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THE SPIED OF THE 111LLGRAPH,

Old-Time Records Pxamined From (he
Automatio Polnt of View
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