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POENS WORTH READING.

THE CAUSE OF WOMAN.

WHY WOMAN SUFFRAGE MUST
COME P'ROM A “GREAT PARTY.
Ne Third Perty Has Ever Accomplished
Anything Permanent — Are Not Changes
. Within  the Two Partles  Likely to
Bring VEmanelpation for Women ?

Foreshadowings of What Is te Come |

—~Women Agalnst “Sunday Openiog.'

1t is reasonable to suppose that there al-
ways will be in this country two dominant
paolitical parties, each st ruggling at every
eléotion to wrest control of the govern-
ment from the other. There will be
also several smaller parties composed of
hohest reformers along various lines,
the disgruntled from the old organizations
and the restless, floating element that
merely wants a change. The shores of
the last century are strewn with the wrecks
of third parties, but new ones are con-
stantly being launched. They have their
value as an outlet for extreme radicaliem
and as a medium for advocating progressive
{deas which, in a modified form, are some-
times adopted by the older parties. But
exocept by fusing with one of the latter,
which is Invariably done at a sacrifice
of principles, a third party never secures

of the executive or legislative
branches of the government. For this
reason, as has been frequently pointed
out, those who are working for the enfran-
chisement of women cannot hope to obtain
ft through a third party, although almost
every one for the past twenty years has
made it a plank in its platform. This has
been done partly for the sake of principle
and partly through the desire for help from
every source. Women are appreciative
and grateful, but they fully understand
that the suffrage must come through
one or the other of the two great parties.

It becomes an interesting question, then,
which of the two it shall be, for that it will
be granted ultimately nobody doubts.
Women of Republican proclivitiea point
with pride to the fact that in every Leg-
fslature which has passed a suffrage bill
it has been done by Republican votes.
Women of Democratic tendencies retaliate
by showing that on every occasion when a
suffrage amendment has been defeated,
the Republicans have carried the election,
which is indisputably true. Only one
Democratic State Convention ever adopted
a woman suffrage plank -that of ldaho,
in 1896. Republicans often adopt one—and
then vote against it. No national convention
of either party has declared for the measure.
It seems to be favored and opposed by
just about the same proportion of Re-
publican and Democratic newspapers
Up to this time it may be safely affirmed
that it is a strictly non-partisan question

Now is it a chimerical belief that the
wonderful changes which are taking place
in the two old organizations will finally
result in their division on entirely different
lines from those which have heretofore
distinguished them and that one of the
parties resulting from this new adjustment
will enfranchise women? The practical
advocate of woman suffrage alwavs has
held that it never would be granted simply
on the ground of its innate justice, but only
because it would be to the advantage of
some political party. So long as the great
battles were fought on the material issues
of tariff and currency there was no especial
necessity for the influence of women. While
men were competent to grapple with them
alone neither party was able to do 8o in its
original composition, but there was =uch
& shifting about that when the smoke of
the conflict had cleared away, the old

were found to be almost obliterated
questions doubtless are settled for
& number of years but there never again
will be the same hard and fast division
of parties. [« there not reason to believe
that in the future there will be gatherad
into one party the sober, conservative,
mwkmu. law-respecting, educated and
ustrious elements, and iuto the
the intemperate, radical, visionary, lawless,
ignoraut and idle? And when this time comes
will not the former, if they are 1o preserve
their supremacy , be com pelled luf'l{l wormen
10 their assistance?

This division of parties Is already clearly
foreshadowed in dm great clties. In New
York it already has taken place, and in
municlpal polities i s not liksly that the
two parties ever will be resolved ugain
into their n‘nqu.nl elements It (s only
in & similar alignment that Ploladelphin
oan find salvation or that there s any Lope
for Chieago. Whenever the woral uf. ment
W oairayved against the tmoral it e theo
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politiclans to “reckon with;" and they
would be reénforced by a host many

as large who are opposed to Sunday asloons
on principle and not becAuse the men of
their own family patronize them.

are compelled to do it for political reasons.

The reppesentatives of what is oalled
the up-State districts of New York are
engaged in continual warfare n\,mnt those
who represent New York City and are
determined to have the laws kept lax
enough for that conglomerate population.
The former have the remedy entirely in
their own hands, They can enfranchise
women whenever they choose to do so
The majority of women from up-State
would vote very much as the men from
those sections «l‘; and they would be in-
creased by a sufficent number from the

reat city o wipe out completely that
dangerous balance of power which tends
to keep the legislation of the Ewmpire State
on & very low plane instead of making it
an example for the nation.

There has not been anything so humorous
as Mr. Jerome's Rochestor speech sinoce the
anti-suffrage ladies issued their last man-
ifesto. is constant appeals to God, his

| pleadings that the saloons shall be opened

on Sunday to save the policemen from
being debauched, his lrra\?nment of the
whole country for degrading the liquor
business, and his nloain%:ppul that “great
public needs shall not considered roum
the standpoint only of political exigencies,
when he had just given political exigenoy
as the principal reason for chang n{
the excise law, form a combination thal
should cause Mark Twain to hand over
his laurel wreath

The climax is reached in this declaration:
*“God knows, with the experience I have
had, that if it were possible to close the
galoons for all time I would vote aye, but
it is as Dr. Parkhurst said, ‘A bill for Sunday
opening during limited hours is not a bill
for Sunday opening—it is a bill for Sunday
closing'”

Does not this recall that (ouchlnq state-
ment in the anti-suffragists’ report, “As the

| months have slipped by we have come to

feel that in neither house was the bill giving
suffrage to tax-paying women in any sense
a suffrage measure?”

“Those laughable ladies,” the New York
News calls them, and surely it can add,
“Those laughable men."”

The Massachusetts Legislature, after
extended travail lasting through many
pessions, has at last brought forth an act
whioch has been passed upon by the Great
and General Court in special session and
will becomea law Jan. 1st. It allows husband
and wife to inherit profwrty in the same
manner,and in a burst of liberality it changes
the provision that “a widow may remain
in her husband's house forty days after
his death,” and extends the time to six
months.

At its last meeting the Massachusetts
Suffrage Association adopted these slightly
sarcastic resolutions:

Resolved, that we rejolee In the action of the
Legisiature In equalizing the law of inheritance
between husband and wife in the new code, and,

Whereas, Massachusetts women have been #sk-
lnf; for this obviously just measure for 54 years,

esolved, that Indirect Influence without the
ballot Is a slow and laborious way to bring about

reforms

This suggests an editorial which appeared
recently signed by Ella Wheeler Wilcox
and entitled “Tirade against Man.” It was
in reply to one of those letters which editors
receive when they have an answer all ready,
the writer protesting against the injustice
of the property laws to women. Mrs,
Wilcox proceeds with great triumph to
quote & long digest of laws from Bliss's
Encylopsedia showing that in many Statee
women have full control of ipm rty and
power to dispose of Jt ar will, o draws
the conclusion that “the woman who can
write such an abusive letter toward men
as a class is devoid of all the softer and
tenderer impulses which rule mankind
more than any law put upon the statute
books."

It is a little difficult to see how a woman
can rule & man by an “impulse,” and it
does seem as if a soft, tender impulse
runuing up against a cold, hard statute
would get the worst of it. But the point
is simply this, that all the laws quoted
by the ~editorial refer simply to the
wife's own separate property which she
had at marriage or acqui by bequest,
ate.  About three-fourths of the Me?
now permit her to retain possession of
in the same
disposes of

manner as the husband

| The writer entirely loses sight of the fact

that in every State the property aoccumu-
lated by the two after marriage is in the
absolute control of the husband, and if the
wifle dile first she cannot dispose of a dollar.

But there is po disadvantage in a little
thing like this, for, as Mrs. Wilcox says,
“The woman who knows how to manage
A man has no oocasion to feel that he regarde
her as an inferior, being but only as a differ
ent bwing and he thanks God for the
differenee. "

Well, he ought to when the difference
enables him to own the entire proceeds
of the partnership  And when we learn
a lintle farther on that *men are what women
ke men,” we really foel that we should
ben little more Jenient with the poor ho*lp-
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A Kansas paper raves “The suffrage club
reosntly furmed in Topeka was to be limited
1o fifty members, but the elamor to get in
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Olear the Road!

In boyhood days we used %o go,
When winter winds blew chill,

Wiih ruddy cheeks and nlimbie feet,
To coast down Martin's HUl

And from each speeding slugle sled
Or double-ranner’s load,

‘The frosty alr was rent In twaln
With shouting “Clear the road!”

1Ake arrows from & bow of steel
Teeth set and eyes aglow,

We sped the length of Martin's Hill
Across the glist'ning snow.

There was no halting on the way,
No one steered out or “slowed.”

We sped ltke mad down Martin's HU,
And shouted “Clear the road!”

Then one by one we put AWAy
The muoh-beloved sled,
And journeyed forth lnto the world,
Ambition's paths te tread.
We bade good-by to Martin's Hill
And youthhood's sweet abode,
And shouted In an undersone
For men to “Clear the soad!”

We found along the paths of trade
Another Martin's Hill;

With men at [break -neck pacesacoast,
With voloes loud and shrill

Who never halted on thelr way
Where fortune's fancles glowed,

Who shouted loud from mern till night
That warning, “Clear the rond!”

Jom Coxs.

- —————
Marooni.

Prospero’'s Ariel, In our Shakespeare's phrase,
In forty minutes round about the earth
Would put a girdie, ‘'compassing its girth
With thought's electric band,  Our fathers® daye
Marvelled how poets, in thelr fancy’s maze,
Could bring so vain a prodigy to birth
And, "twixt thelr surmise and thelr scofing mirth,
Deemed It & pbantom of a dreamer’s lays!
Yet you, Marconi, you have shamed us all—
Poets or bullders In the realm of things —
Stern realist or soaler of the steeps,—
Hilthe Ariel 1s a droner by the wall,
And Thought berself has ta'en your magic wings,
Speeding to Thought across the awtul deepal
DecuMBan, 1901, JOoRN JEROMR ROONEY.

The Windyvillers Agsin.
The friendly neybors came to rest
Within the village store,
Where Perkins de’lt out kal'ker
And sugar fur galore.
An' as they sidied coslly with faces bloomin*
Rosily, an' ‘howdy'do’s’ of greetin’
To the ‘lected place of meetin'—
Amariah Zeb'sul Timpkins took the middie of the
floor.

“Thur hain't no sense ner reason,”
Sed 'Mariah with a wink,
*Why other folks should kiek ag'in
Jest what a man'll drink.”
An' then he ambled lofiily with Perkins creepia’
Softly down the old stairs a-creakin’
Where the clder was a-leakin’,
Frum the barrel thet was bustin’ from the apigot
10 the sink.

Then Hesekiah Slocum took
A herrin' frum the pall,
An' peeled It frum the gizzard
To the nether end of tall;
An'leanin’ casual he sighed: “In Kennebunk yer see:
They dried tie codfsh on the sandy
Beach, b'gosh! where all was handy-—
Put here they fasten herrin's down—an' do It with
a nall.”

Sed Perkins. the proprietor,
When all was sed an' done
“Say. Asarial Peterkins,
Concamin' of yer son -

He's slipt in debt f'r cigarettes an' other thin's
To pay his bets—I wonder can you pony
Forty five centsa—thanks, 1 on'y

Menshuned this here slight occurrence ‘cause the

cash bebind has run.”
Horace SEYMOUR KxLLER.

To a Tortolse
From Lipptncoti's.

gwm. glum with misdirected legs,
ou hide your bistory as you do your eggs,
And offer us An osseous nut o erack
Mugh harder then the shell upon your back.
vo evolutionist has ever gusascd

your cold shoulder Is within your chest—
Why you are discontented ‘“u plan

e vertebrates accept, from 1o man.
r 'g.l environments did you provide
Py pushing your internal frame outside?
How came your ribs in that abunermal place?
Inside your rubbernpeck ) ou hide your face
And answer not 0 nee you're a Sphing-—
A structural epitome of missing links
And when decapitated, still you awell
And kick and (s.' and scramble just as well
But 1" sot e thee. Hven bhere |
A touch of felfowship that makes me kind.
Sometimes & poet who has lost his head
Will keep on seratetilng when he should be dead
CHAUNCEY HICKOX

Te a Veaerable Lexicon
From the Pall Mall Gagette

(Among the “Cuneiform Texts from Babylonia
Tablets, * by Mr. Campbell Thompson, Just h'&c
by the British Museum Trustees, s & “clay” dic-
tionary of I “whe)

Hall hall' clay wonder, venerable lexicon,
For lucky Nabu -kusur-gu complied
As with much-needed penetraling specs” I con
Your text, to life | feel quite reconciled
Quite regent seeins Lo e the Unomasticon,
And {'l"n'l works comparatively new
usiastic on

But who could fall to grow ent
’

Acguiring such a lesicon as you

bt from cach Assyrian p aroee

Yoy camel No de
Jothnson mew? Quite

*Where's Oblna » Saosny
deadt”

While the eaulting youth of great Porsippa rose

To maMek and Lo palpt the whole town red
We oaanvl prove —phliclagists defy us Lo

ul gurss You scoll so Mmade your value feld

Tha! Artareraes would ‘:-n et Darius b

“Just go and see how Ninovel s spelt

The Journalist w hard it niust have been on B!
r ages sought the wished for word in vain
T you supplitd Wi wilh the frequent sy nonym
And eaned Bl of Lis lghor 1 ™
I he Hal
Whe w

rihsr aviunvenem
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

(et TS TR i
g;vx"b‘: m.hou you tell me what had

to make any such wm"’u&c gn-

Sohley had been jumped by Sampson's promo-

tlon to the mank of Rear Admiral, commanding In

chief; and he simply assured him that he would be

& loyal subordinate oMcer. The assurance was not
necessary, byt was natural.

Stamped on the works of & "Grandfather’s clogk”
in my issession Is “Osborne Manufactory, Bir
mingham." 1! possible, kindly state the dates
this Airm was In existence- probably the latier
partof the elghteenth or early In the nineteenth cen-
tury. Though the ¢lock Is of Fnglish make, Chas.
&l dt, Phlladelphia (evidently an agenl s
painted on the dlal. J.G.wW.

Bruton's “Old Watches and Clooks and Thelr
Makers,” says that Willlam Osborn (no ¢ was ad-
mitted a member of the clock company in Birming-
ham 1o 1700; his irm must have been well estab-
lished by that time. There 1s no mention of the
date when It went out of existence; It may be gojng
yet, but undoubtedly Willlam Osborn dled durilng
the elghteenth century.

Kindl
lowing

Soldler, sleep well, your silent bivouac keeping:
Still heart, no more the bugles blow for you,
In_benediction sweet, the stars are watchlng
The resting place of all as brave and true.
Soldler, sleep well, no sudden o o strife
Shall wake your soul to war's wild tempest blast;
The nelghing steed, the clash of mingled stee.
Is huabed for you, death cialma Its own at last

tell me who waa the author of the fol-
ines and where I can find lh{%

Can you tell me who wrote the poem of which
this Is the first stanza:
A long time ago, | remember It well,
Alone In a cottage a malden did dwell;
She lived with her father and mother serene.
Her age 1t was red, and her halr }u;‘l nlnru;rn
. AND (

Pleass relate the circumstances attending the
death of the Prince Imperial In South Africa in
1879. Was Capt. Carey court-martialied for cow
ardiee and acquitted? wlut was his subsequent
career’ 0. M.

The Prince Imperial went to the front in the Zulu
WAr A8 a spectator and on the day of his death,
June 1, 1879, joined a reconnoltring party consist-
Ing of Lieut. Carey, six soldlers and a Zulu guide.
The party off saddled about noon, and were at-
tacked by a large party of hostile Zulus; each man
ran for his horse, and all mounted except the Prince
whose stirrup leather broke; while he was trying
to jump Into his saddle, his horse plunging all the
time, his rein broke and his horse bolted, leaving
him alone. He was killad at once. Mr. Carey was
court-martialled of cowardice, and convicted: but
the reviewing authority set aside the conviction.
He was promoted later, In the natural course of
events; and dled a few yoars afterward, after leav-
ing the army In unofficial disgrace.

Has the eleotrio plant which obtalns its power
from the Niagara River and Falls demonstrated
that It 1s much cheaper to obtaln power from water
fall than from coal® E H W
» It Is sald to have done so: we see no reason why
it should not.

Have the too’neu 1o tell me the meaning of the
word “lkonas It appears In pling's poem
entitled “M. |.” published In one of the maga-
rines. THIRTY YEARS

A South African friend sends us this explana-
tion of the word: “If you ask s Zulu for anything
he always says ‘lkonas,’ whioch means ‘there Is not
any’ or ‘I have none.' The expreasion has be.
come alang and is used to express fallure. The
natives asked every soldier they saw for tobacoo,
but poor Tommy Atkins had to say ‘Ikona’ so often
that the natives called him ‘Ikona.’ When Tommy
came away from a batile where he falled to score
he would say 'lkona.' "

Kindly inform me how many horse power can
be used ou a steam vessel navigating in lnited
States water, for pleasure purposes, without neces -
sltating the employment of a llcensed n.l'“i“lr!

The law seems not to say: launches of under ten
tons need carry a licensed engineer, who may act
as pllot, but all larger steam vessels need a licensed
pllot as well as licensed englneer

Wil you kindly Inform me If there are any mile
stones on Manhattan i(sland similar to the one on
Third avenue near Sisteenth street’ What |5 the
meaning of the figures in the city seal and what
does the Latin motto mean? R L

There \s a mile stone on the Bowery near Riving-
ton street and another at Sigteenth streei and
Third avenue: a sione at Fifty sisth Fifty seventn
streets and Third avepue marks the fourth
mile, and one at Sevenly seventh strect the
Afth mile. The third mile stone Is missing. The
city seal Is symbolic of the trade of the town: the
windmill, barrels, and beavers refer to the original
actitivitles of the city, the Indian and the Duteh-
man refer to the original owners and early settlers,
The words mean: “Seal of the City of New York.*

As a hoy In Kentucky during the war, | was famil
far with the song “I'tie Bonnle Blue Flag 1hat Hears
a Single Star,” and was told that it referred to the
Texan flag I'aN HKARD

1t may have done so; hut the Texan fiag was com
posed of & blue canton showlug one siar, and a
fleld ©f eleven stripes, alternate red and white
AS far as we can ascertaln, there never was o real
blue flag with a single star

ten dollar”™ Lille are the
Inrk * Car i el
What 18 the rule or

1. On the new Issue of
pictures of “Lewh™ and “(
me who these men are* 2
custom sahout placing portra s of prominent moen
on our currepcy and should not the list he confined
10 the Presidents® M K Lewis

Meniwethar Lewis, Captain, U7 8 A and William
Ciark, Lirutenant, U" S8 A, were distinguished ex
plorers of the Northwest They set out from St
Louls in 18 ascended the Missourt, and 1n Nov. 18
18, reached the mouth of the Calumhb!s River
They returned in 1808, reaching St Louls lu Sey
tember fewis, who had b retary
Jeferson, was nade of Miss
terrtary  He was sublect 1o Ms of welanch
during one of which Le killed Rimsel! on Oot ~
I8 when oniy K years of age  William (a
I was rea the military
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menis, and ket 3 Journal, which bhas heen pub
Tintamd He lef 18T was lotian Agent
watlh made Wigadier Genergl for Upper Lo s aus
and refused 8 SUlar Army appet 3
He wasr Governor of Missour terrtory from 18
(o 1821 bn 1822 he was * fent of India
Afaire ot B Louls, & ot v hoh e beld until bis
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SCIENEE.

18 THE CLIMATE CHANGING?

The following paragraph from a recent
letter of the Chlel of the Weather Bureau
bears on the guestion whether the climate
has changed In recent times “ln the first
place, instrumental data are ngt available
in any part of the world for a longer period
than 30 vears, and even these are not ac-
curate The effect of man's occupancy of
the earth is ap unknown factor Through
his agency large arvas of the earth's surface
have been deforested and cultivated  Water
has been diverted from stresms and spread
over the soil, thus transforming deserts into
fertile plains
the varying fortunes of empires have again
become arid. While the total effect of such
changes as man has wrought (s probably
small, who shall say that it {s absolutely
nil? In the second place, the records of the
Woather Bureau show that during the last
lf‘y yoars there have been three marke
cold ‘periods in the South Atlantic States,
viz, from 18562 to 1857, both inclusive: from
1871 to IA75, both inclusive, and from 1802
to 1901, both Inclusive, a total of twenty-one
rears out of fAifty.  All ¢f the years within
he above-named periods were not uniformly
cold. Indeed, within the last-named period
there were two normal winters, viz, 1504
and 1808  The final conclusion appears to be
that the statistios show no progressive change
n climate in this region, and that there is no
nown a priori reason why there should be
such & ohange."

WIND VELOCITY IN A TORNADO

From photographs and measurements of
the waterspout seen off Cottage City, Mass ,
in August, 1808, Prof Bigelow has reocently
calculated the wind veldoities, &o, asfollows,
in miles per hour
Helght abore  Diameter Velocity of
Sea Level. of Tube Rotation.
Feet. Feel. Miules.
4108 3402 141
3901

Hn w4
2000 250 100
1502
1201

17% 205 0
158 3.0
am 144 3380 2070
0 18 a0 84.60
Dimensiona and velocities like these charac-
terize the largest tornado tubes and, together
with the fall of internal pressure by the
amount of three or four inches, readlly ex-
plain destructive efforts such as those ob-
served at Louisville and St. Louis recently
LUMINOUS MUSHROOMS

Mr. MacAlpine has printed a research
on luminous mushrooms, of whieh he enum-
erates twenty-one different species. Eleven
of these helong to the genus Pleurofus and
five of them are found only in Australia
The luminosity fs not due to the presence
of phosphorescent hacteria, but is due to a
process of combustion, whioh depends on
the presence of oxyeen and on high tempera-
ture. It Is not affected by hnmfdm-. It is
probably useful in attraoting the insects that
disseminate the spores
HYDROGEN A NON-CONDUCTOR OF ELECTRICITY

Prof. Trowbridee of Harvard University
prints in the Philosophical Magazine researches
which lead Lim to the conclusion that pure
hydrogen is a non-conductor of electrieity.
An elegtric discharge cannot penetrate an
atmosphere of pure hydrogen, ner, in fact,
any gas, In ordinary cases the spark is
transmitied by the (ona, resulting from the
degomposition of water Schumann has
shown that pure hvdrogen at Mn.rwphpao
pressure transmits ultra-violet rays as freely
a8 the most perfect vacuum Hence,
this gas, by Maxwell's theory. must be a
von-conductor.  Prof. Dewar has also shown
experimientally that liquid hydrogen is a
uon-conductor

MECHANICAL TRAEORY OF VIRTON

Mr. A Pizon proposes to substitute a me-
chanieal theory of vision for the chemical
theory, which leaves many phenomena un-
explalned He has shown that in the visual
organs of all the vertebrates and inverte-
brates, simple or complex, the pigmentary
granules that accompany the visual ealls
sre, without exeception, in rapid motion like
that of mierococe

The presencoe of these granules in immed-
fate contact with the visual eells and the
constancy of their moltions lead naturally
1o the conelusi that they serve a8 lnter-
mediarios in the exciation of the ceils T
granules acquire their energy from the ligh
and trapsmit it to the rods and cones of {hv
retina With which they in contact, and
from them it travels along the optic nerve
I'his simple theory removes seversl dim-
culties in the theory of vislon and changes
the reovived notions of the importanoe of
the purple of the retina, &«
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BRIEF APPRECIATIONS OF SOME
AMERICAN FPAINTERS.

X. Alexander H. Wyant.
There is a species of ivy in England-—

{ I do not know if it exists in this country -

that grows over old stone walls and towers,
It 18 tree-like in character and size. Prob-
ably it was never planted deliberately
against the masonry, but reached its habitat
by one of those romances of nature's ac-
cidenta. TFinding the support that its
young life needed, it clung and mounted;
gradually, however, gaining independent
strength until in the maturity of its growth
it has its own boughs, so hardy that a man
may climb by them, and puts forth bunchy
masses of leaves and berries that disguise
the original support is & luxuriance of
independent growth.

Such is often the story of an artist’s
growth, and was so in that of Wyant's,
In the small town of Defiance, in Ohio,
where he was born, there was little to sug-
gest to the boy what pictures meant, and
vet he had the picture-making faculty in
himself; the observant oye and desire to
translate into line the forms of things.
He drew incessantly; the forms of stones,
of banks and tree roots, their stems and
branches, and made studies of the leaves,
separately and minutely as well as in masses,
I like to think of him, as a child, lying full
length before the kitchen fire with a bit
of burnt wood taken from it, drawing on
the floor; and fancy that in that soft, sug-
gestive medium of charcoal and on the
rough surface of his improvised panel,
he may have got his first dim consciousness
of the meaning of synthesis in landscape;
the securing of character and tone, and
the fascination of working in masses rather
than in outline. When he was old enough
to be ket to a trade, it was that of sign paint-
ing that was chosen, But all roads lead
to Rome, and a youth might derive much
skill in form as well as breadth of manner
in this humble department of the fine arts.
Somewhere about the fifties he found him-
self in Cincinnati, even then an oasis in
tho desert of Western indifference to or
ignorance of art. It was here in a private
colleetion that he first dizcovered what
painted pictures were like and, with a rare
instinet for one so voung, it was Inness's
work t(hat captured his imagination. A
vouth, passionate and eager as Wyant was,
must have his god or goddess, a being
infinitely above Lim, yet, perhaps, of in-
finite condescension, who will listen to his
devotion. Some of us may have offered
our heart and future to ladies nearly old
enough to be our mothers; Wyant's divinity
was of the other sex, an Apollo at whose
oracle he would inquire. He found the
means to come to New York and lay his
sketches before the master, and never
forgot the Kindly eriticism which bid him
be of good courage and persevere

He was now about 20 years old and nearly
ten more vears were to elapse before his
own independent growth was to establish
itsolf. Meanwhile its direction had been
assured by the influence of Inness; its
manner of growth was to he partly affected
by the Norwegian painter, Hans Gude,
who had graduated from Dusseldorf and
was at this time working in Carlsruhe. He
had been the pupil of Achenbach, who, as
Muther says, had “taught him to approach
the phenomena of nature boldly and real-
stically and not to be afravd of a rich and
soft scale of color.”™ He had felt the in-
fluence, also, of Schirmer, whose fondness
for the so-called Dalian landscape had
run«l».l him to the “acquisition of a certain
arge harmony and sense for =t le in the
structure  of  his  pietures. ™ Sud was
Giude, to whom Wyant went for instruction.
He spoke in after yoars of the Kindness
with which he Lad been received as almost
one of the household of the painter and
his good frau, and one tnay imagine that the
student took much profit from the master's
emmphasiging of form  and oconstruction
atl also from the reposeful dignity, aca-
derie though It was, of his compositions
But when the older man passed from the
teaching of principles to that of methods
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nate sun shadow, that inexpaustille
mystery of nature's peace that passet),
man's understanding. We have all folt v
and know how far it is from our everyedn
lives and we look to word poets and
’;\:N painters to create an llusion of

rely no American painter has done th-
more irresistibly than Wyant. Noristhero
wanting to the peace of hLis pictures o
times a more solemn suggestion. Wi
80 many of his twilights breathe simply 11,
ineffable loveliness of quiet, others are as
with persuasion 1o spiritual  reflecti
with the gentle adimonition 1o sadness 114t
itself is purifying, or with deeper, fuller
suggestion of the infinite mystery of 14
tures' recurring sleep that swallows up tiw
littleness of man in its immensity. | ros
member, too, a little picture of darks
earth and rather turbulent dark <ky 1
which a large boulder alone glistens i 1w
fading light; a rock of illumination and
strength in the surrounding uncertainty
of gathering night. Brimmming over win
the suggestion of an elevated malanclioly
sustained by faith and painted with un
extraordinary earnestness of simple and
direct conviction, it seems like a =viilol
of Wyant's own art life,

But almost everything that he painted
is expressive of some phase, at least,
of himself. His work is more than ordine
arily personal; perhaps, for the reason'
already mentioned, that he so deliberately
concentrated his motives.  And the quality
of his poetry was lyrical. I have s it
called idyllic, but that is to miss jt< higher
and deeper 4(lml$\'.v'~4 The idyl, ™ _tinvso
notwithstanding, 18 too much identitied
with the little pastoral poem, that breatics
the simple gladsomeness of the meadows,
but a more serious strain is interwoven
with the gentleness and lovableness of
Wyant's muse. He was passionately fond
of musie and, before his illness, could play
the violin, not learnedly, but with trua
feeling. And the music of his painting
ia that of the wviolin; tenderly vibirating,
searching home 1o one's Leart, by tirs
lightsome, melancholy, caressing, in-
wiuous, hut with a tenderness in nll

e did not play on many colors, hut
reaches a subtlety of tone, often as hewildor-
ing as it is scothing. The bewilderno
will be aroused as much by his shadow.d
foregrounds as by the faintly lumin s
gky. They defy analysis and are triumpls
of impressionism. Impressionism of the
true kind, 1 mean; pregnant with suggest|
and divested of anght that would clog 114
directness, not exhibiting knowledge b
the fruit of knowledge and especially 11
tact of owmission. To the carcless and
commonplace eye his landscapes linia
“nothing to them,” approached witi a
little understanding, they mean so much,
and the measure of their meaning s 1ha
technical knowl o involved thera
was any doubt of this, it could be disposed
of by an examination of his earlier work
in which he lets one into the secret of lis
love of form and construction. Admir-
ably sure and full of character is the draw=-
ing of the grouud and ite features, lyt by
bit receiving its due share of individuality,
80 also with the trees and their anatomny
of trunk and branches and with the stric-
ture of the sky. Everything has beon
studind, so that fater out of the abundarna
of his technical skill he could be signifi-
cantly spontaneous. Yet increase of fa-
cility” did not lessen the self-exacting coii-
scientiousnese of his work. Some of his
most  impressionistie rimum were the
result of trying to reach a fuller exactness
of expression. when, fluding confusion
growing, he would seize another canvas
and return to the simplicity of his original
thought, and et it form itself Few
painters are better represented in their
extant works. The fumbled canvas or
the one that, however sketchily, did not
attain to his intention, never left the studio,
and after his death, Mrs. Wyant, with a fine
regard for his memory and with hono
to herself, destroyed them. So the real
for I am told there are sham ones
on the market —are invariably worthy

So truly did he retain the spirit of the
student that it was not until a little before
his death that he allowed himself to feel
that he had mastered the grammar of
his technique. Then, with the conscious-
ness of his end before him, he would ex-
claim: *Had I but five years more in which
to paint, even one year, I think I could
do the thing that Ilong to."  Brave, modest
soul! What he might then have done we
shall never know, but what he did do we
know to be very good.  For apother nature
poet of our race, of like un?»hr-ny and
singlenees of love for nature, of as choice
.wf clevated a spirit, and as lyrical in ex-

| pression we must go back to Wordsworth,

who also in hix communings with nature
found Ler message
Of truth, of grandeur
And melancholy fenr subdiued by faith,
Intions in distress,

ind intellectual power,
srnmonalty spread
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