THEATRICAL PERFORMANCES,

A LOT OF PRODUCTIONS AT THE
BEGINNING OF 1902,

George H. Boker's "“Francesea da Rimint,"

PBastl Heod's “‘Sweet and Twenty,”
stanley Weyman's “A Gentleman of
France’” and s Buriesque of **The

e Shown.

This week will bring an abundance of
pew  plays and revivals, New Year's
Day matindes wiil be given at all the thea-
tres. To-morrow evening Charles Froh-
man will make a production at the Madison
Square of a play that he used last season
gt the Vaudeville in London, where it was
immensely suceessiul, “Sweet and
Twenty™ is a simple comedy of the love of
two brothers for one girl. The rightly
matehed couple are kept apart for a time,
but finally are joined happily. Basil Hood
wrote the piece, which is divided into three
acts, the scene of which is an English country

] The brothers were acted in
Frohman's London company by Sey-
mour Hicks and Holbrook Blinn At
the Madison Square Harry B, Stanford
and Richard Bennett will assume them
Their sweetheart, whom London raw in
the person of Ellaline Terriss, will be played
by Anne O'Neill, who will then return to
the stage after a few years of retire-
ment.  The other parts will be taken by
Willlam H. Thompson, Sidney Drew, Harry
Donald Gallaher, Eleanor Sanford
and Mrs, Sidney Drew

Kyrle Bellew will reappear on our stage
to-morrow evening after an absence of
peveral vears. At Wallack's he will be
the oentral figure in Liebler & Co.'s pro-
duction of *A Gentlemman of France,” a
dramatization of Stanley Weyman's novel
by Harriet Ford. The romanece and ad-
venture that permeate the book are said
to have been transferred to the play, and
a glance at the list of characters shows
that none of the historical personages of
the story has been omitted Scenically,
the production will doubtless bLe all that
Broadway has been taught to expect at
ita best theatres. The cast mentions sev-
eral favorably known actors. Eleanor
Robson will be the heroine. Other parts
will be played by Charles Barron, Frank
¥. Aiken, John Blair, John Flood, Howaell
Hansel, Edgar Selwyn, Clarence Handy-
side, Ada Dwyer, Charlotte Walker, Caro-
line Butterfleld and Janet Ford.

Otis Skinner will come to the Victoria
on Tuesday evening for an engagement
of uncertain length, and as usual will make
a production worthy to appeal to the heads
a8 well as to the hearts and pockets of
metropolitan plavgoers. He will revive
George H. Boker's poetic tragedy of “Fran-
cesca da Rimini," which is remembered
by our fathers as emploving Lawrence
Barrett in the eighties, and by our grand-
fathers as being in E. L. Davenport's reper-
tory in the fifties, Mr. Skinner promises
a spectacular representation and his achieve-
ments assure us that the scenery and cos-
tumes will, in their accuracy to the period
of the play, appeal to our minds as strongly
as their beauty may recommend
to our eyves. Mr, Skinner will play the
deformed and unhappy Lanciotto, and
Aubrey Boucicault will be his handsome
and happier brother, Paolo. Marcia Van
Dresser will be the Francesca, The other
parts are intrusted to E. A. Eberle, William
Norris, W, J. Constantine, Frederick von
Rensselaer, Flatcher Norton, Walter Lewis,
Walton H. Pvre, Mark Fenton, Edward
Dillon, Paula Gloy aud Gertrude Norman.

On Thureday evening a new burlesque
at Weber & Fields's will succeed “A Mossage
from Mars,” which will be acted the first
Lalf of the weel Some changes will be
made in “Hoity-Tolty,* and Bessie Clayton
after absence of nearly
a vear The pew plece travestios “The
Girl and the Judg and was written by
Fdgar Smith, with musie by John NStrom-
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Capulet, Julia Blano as the Nurse and Frank
Jamison as the Friar,

Henrletta Crosman, making her first a
pearance in this vicinity as Rosalind, in
which character she is to appear at the
Rppuhl!o in February, will revive “As You
Like It* at the Academy of Music in Brook-
lyn to-morrow. The J)L,l“n Arthur scenery
will used, and Henry Woodruff, John
Malone, Lottie Alter, William Herbert
and Adele Block will be In the cast, *“Mis-
tress Nell®™ will be acted at the other per-
formances of the wenk,

The late Charles H. Hoyt's farce of *A
Brass Monkey" will be revived at the Mur-
ray Hill. Willilam Bramwell, Alice John-
#on, Laura Hope Crews and others of the
stock company will take part, and Henry
V. Donnelly will reappear

The Brooklyn section of the Greenwall
company will give “Around the World in
Eighty Days with the elaborate scenery
that was made for last week's perform-
ances of the famous Jules Verne tale at the
American,

Three of the Proctor
entertainments  combining drama  with
vaudeville In  Harlemn the farce of
“A Bachelor's Honeymoon” will have Hud-
son Liston, H. 8, Corthell, William Gerald,
Mabel Montgomery, Pearl Evelyne and
Bessie Lea Listina as its leading actors.
Ashley Miller, Ethel Browning and Adelina
Rafetto will give a one-act play and vaude-
ville will be supplied by Emmy's trained
fox terriers, Louey Haskell, Josephine
Ainelee and James Richmond Glenroy

The melodrama of “The Still Alarm” will
stay at the Fifth Avenue another week, but
changes in the botween-acts vaudeville
will be made.  Mr. and Mrs. Jimmie Barry
willact in “Mrs. Wilkins's Boy,” aud special-
ties will be given by Fields and Ward, the
Carmen sisters, Rauschle, Maude Beall
Price and Collins and Hardt

Proctor's in Fifty-cighth street will have
the Daly farce of “Thuﬁ,.\-l Word. " Before
it and between its acts vandeville will be
supplied by George W. Day, Bettina Gerard,
the Madcap trio and Hamlin and Hamlin.

The Four Cohans will come to the Me-
trr.ruhu to-morrow for a week of the joking
and singing of “The Governor's Son," a
vaudeville farce by George M. Cohan

theatres will give

Among the plays that stay are, as usual,
some that are near the end of their runs
“The Messenger Boy," having lasted almost
five monihs at Daly's, will depart with its

merry company, headed by James T,
Powers, alier Saturday night, giving place
to Dauiel Frohman's stock company in

“Frocks and Frills ”

Maude Adaras will end her eight wooks in
*Quality Street” at the Knickerbocker on
Saturday The musical farce of “The
Toreador”® will succead the Barrie comedy.

Grace George will start her last fortnight
at the Republic to-morrow. *Under South-
ern Skies® will be sucoesded by several
plays acted by Mrs. Patrick Campbell and
her London company

Among the plays that will last four more
weeks in town is “Up York State,” which
has David Higgins and Georgia Waldron
as it8 chief actors at the Fourteenth Street

Richard Manstield will stay the same
length of time in town, continuing, accord-
ing to present plans, to aet in “Beaucaire. ™
Lulu Glaser \w]“ be sucoessor at the
Herald Square

Mayv Irwin is among the actors with a
four weeks' limit on her New York engage-
ment. She will continue to appear in “The
Widow Jones ”

Three matindes of “The Sleeping Beauty
and the Beast” will be given at thie Broad
way this week on Wednesday, Friday and
Baturday to aceommodate the crowds of
children and parents

Anna Held's stay at the
extended through February
Duchess" wi
all of her engagement

Virginia Harned's occupation of the Gar
den will last about month more. Her ex
oellont acting has ne far i the success
of “Alice of Old Vincennes

Henry Miller starts his third week a' the
Savoy. “"DV’Arey of tho Guards" is a much
merrler play than Mr. Miller has been in
the habit of producing lately, though it
does not lack serious interest

Charles Hawirey will remain
rick until April, his time being extended so
that he may continue to lead hLis London
company in its performance of A Message
From Muars "

Aunie  Rus-ell

comnedy of “The Girl
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DRAMATIC CALM AND STORM

| AS OCONTRASTED IN LAST WEEK'S

TWO NOTEWORTHY PLAYS.

Extremes of Charm and Force in ‘The Wik
derness’’ and “Du Barry' and In the
Aoting of Mrs. Carter and Miss Ane
giin—Other Toples of the Theatre.

The two new plays of last week were as
different in character as they werealike in
gaining approval. There was quite as
great a contrast between the two actresses
who distinguished themselves in the per-
formances. “The Wilderness” was an ex-
ample of charming quietude. *“Du Barry®
was an example of exciting turbulence,
Margaret Anglin's success as a heroine of
propriety was noteworthy, notwithstand-
ing Mrs. Carter's overshadowing triumph
as a heroine of indecorum. These cases
prove the assertion, as frequently made
in Tue SvxN, that no kind of aninteresting
play or of excellent acting ever fails of
appreciation when properly put on the
stage in thisbig city. If there were not an
abundance of people susceptible to the

calm, and most of the time cool, but always |

nicely artistic, composition and repre-
sentation of “The Wilderness,” the piece
at the Empire would be futile. Its theme
of a girl giving up a young sweetheart to
marry an older man, and after marriage
falling in love with her husband, is here
used for the thousandth time; but a new
treatment freshens it into peculiar interest
for those who know the typical maiden of
contemporaneous society as she exists and
ax she is here portraved

In former fiction, commonly, if not always,
the unloving bride gets wrongly the right
bridegroom without being a consclenceless
fortune-hunter. But the instance written
by Henry V. Esmond is that of a girl who,
though sweet, gentle, cleanly and amiable,
is ready and willing to practise the en-
ticements of her sex upon & wealthy bache-
lor. She is more than a coquettish beguiler
She is a deliberate liar. The modern play-
wright s finding out that sudiences, at
least those who go to first-grade theatres,
do not require that heroines shall be un-
humanly imfaculate, if only there s enough

of good in their natures and conduet to |

make them save themselves from their |
own evil. This husband hunter is a case in
P int Through two-thirds of the 'b':n\'

her duplicity in courtship is accompanied |

by insuffcient excuse to save her from
your contempt, but during that time she
entertaing vou with her polite wiles and
gracious lures, In the last third she
comes lovable with her sincerity, and when
at length she pleads with her husband for
Lig heart—pleads in the anguished voice
of Miss Anglin— you find that she s a pro-
found!y engrossing creature

There 8 fever in the millinery shop of

“Du Barry.” and it extends hotly through
the gambling house to the roval bed-
chamber. If David Belasco's drama did

not rise steadily to its highest temperature,
if s delirious state were not the n
of a reasonable progressio the

people who go to the Criterion W

perinit themselves to cateh its exeit

taoren

But it is just such a play as Vi

use ! to write for Sarah Bernhardt, to be
nappreciated by those critics wl
Lound to decry even the b grach f
melodrama, but as surely to sweep its way
i1 siooess with all who do not st
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Delicions Soups

Instanuy made with

MACCI

Lignid
Extract of Beef
A teaspoonful in a cup

of hot or cold water
makes

A Perfect beef Tea

Try it in your Gravies,
Ragouls, Stews, Roasts,
ete,

All Druggists and Grocers.
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at the old Broadway Theatre in 1855,
L. Davenport was the Lanciotto,
o Jeater,
Ponisi
in the season Julia Dean played the heroine
| with Davenport, and there is a tradition
that Mrs. John Drew acted the part with
him, though no mention is made of this
performance in her reminiscences.
first production was not sucoessful, and
| Mr. Boker rewrote his work for the Barrett
experituent, which was made at the Star
and was bril-
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i preparing her production of the Craw-
ford ‘l":n-ul of which she is reported to
have said, *I1t isn't very good, but it is the
best T eondd get, and certainly far better
than D'Annunzio's.’ he hit at Duse in
thi< is obvious. The [wlian actress will
make D'Annunzio’s “Francesoa da Rimini”
the principal play in her American tour
next season. It was produced in Rome
on Dec. 9, and the l‘l-v-.nivur parts of the

house kept up such an insulting hubbub that
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this was
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D'ANNUNZIO'S PLAY A FAILURE

EVEN DUSE'S ART COULD NOT
SAVE “FRANCESCA DA RIMINI”

Setback for the Poet and the Actress In
Thelr Attempt to Restore “lassio Ideas
& | of Beauty—D'Annunzio's Recltations
of His Poems In the Same Cause.

Gabriel d'Annunzio has for the past
year been devoting himself to the task of
winning the applause of the people of Italy.
He had already received in sufficient
measure the applause of the literary and
the artistio world of his own country; what
he has sought in his later work has been to
get to the heart of the people. |

For that purpose he has been reciting
fn the university towns his poems and
reading them aloud in the theatres, some-
times with the assistance of Eleanora Duse,
who even when she has taken no part in
this phase of the poet's work, has added
the lustre of her presence to his appear-
ances as orator and reader,

His poem on Garibaldi was the first that
he recited in public and with none of his
other efforts wa« he able to arousa the
Italian people who heard him to equal
appreciation of his efforts and his political
theories. KEven with that poem, it was
largely the students who received Lim
with the enthusiasm he has been secking
to arouse.

The theories that he has sought to Ime
prees on the peopls are those that urge a
return to the classic ideas of beauty, and
in this endeavor he has had the cooperation
of Eleanora Duse throughout. Their ef-
forts have already crealed a following
for them among the wealthy and culti-
vated classes of their country. Only the
great public has remained aloof

It was with *Francesca da Rimini™ that
they thought to awaken in the heart of
the public the admiration and love of the
new Hellenie ideals they are struggling to
ralse again in the world of art and literature.

In order that the people might be ad-
mitted in large numbers, the actress and
the poet decided to perform the new love
tragedy in the largest of the Roman theatres,
It was the poet, and not the actress, who
spent more than $20000 au the scenery
and costumes of the play. ) )

The scenery was painted in Venlee by
the best of the artists there and the turni-
ture of the period was copied in carved
wood by the workers of Florenee who are
considered the most expert in Italy. All
the arms and weapons used in the play wers
also copies of the best of the period. In
Italy, where the StAge ACCEssOTies are usi-
ally’ of the most economical character,
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MUSIC AND MUSICIANS,
Anton Van Rooy is to sall for the United
States on Tuesday as he is so far recovered
as to be able to fill his engagements with
the Maurice Grau Opera Company, Lu-
cienne Breval is to arrive here during the
second woek of January, Charles Band-
rowski will in all probability come hers
with Ignace Paderewski in time for the
rehicarsals of “Manru” which will begin
toward the middle of January., The coms=

pany will be then complote,

The difficulty in determining the taste
of the public was shown by an incident
that preceded the concert given by Kubelik
at the Metropolitan Opera House last Sun-

day Daniel  Frohman was uncertain
when the hall was engaged how strong
Kubelik would be hers on a Sunday night.
So he decided to prevent all rivaley by

The violinist
audience

hiring Carnegie Hall as well,
drew the largest Sunday night
ever seen in Metropolitan and the receipts
were fortunately quite large enough to
justify Mr. Frohman i the luxnury of en-
gaging another hall only for the purpose
of keeping it shut

The Worcester Festival committes s
not disheartencd by its deficit of 82,159 at
the last festival which it considers due to
canses not likely to recur and has therefore
decided to repeat the fostival next autumn,
The rehearsal of the chorus will begin in
January. The association now has $2,600
in the treasury
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FROM THE BOWERY T0 A FARM

PLAN TO USE HUMAN DERELICTS
T0 CLEAR WASTE LAND.
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lLong Ieland land has been purchased near
Port Jefferson for its use and the work of
clearing it will begin the first of the year.
Spade and axe will be wielded by men who,
otherwise, would be beggars or worse,

The scheme 1s one which its promoters
hope will prove a long step toward solving
the problem of the 30,000 home!sss and more

or less idle men living on the Bowery,

The
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