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- Amerlcans All,

~Our new Mayor said, in a recent speech,
that the greatest gains to the party
that made such a tremendous struggle

a betier government of this city

tho November election came from

East Side, where the larger part
of our foreign-born citizens live. There
was Jess tendency than ever, in that
eampaign, to divide on racial lines.
The votes were cast, on the whole, not
by Yankees, Germans or Irish, but by
Americans, each ballot indicating the
policy the voter believed would be

best for the community, his family and |

himself.

The differing views on the Sunday
liquor law also show that racial factors
in this city are decreasing in importance
in the consideration of public questions,
Many citizens whose fathers have lived
in this country for two hundred years
favor the opening of saloons on Sunday,
while not a few German-Americans are
opposed to it.

We may find evidence throughout
the land that the fusion of the racial
white elements which make this nation
is in rapid progress. It is only fifty
years since the movement to this coun-
try of emigrants from the Teutonic
peoples of northwest Furope first be-
came important. They, with Irish and
English newcomers, form the great
mass of the so-called foreign element
among us. 'Their children, born here,
speak the English language like other
natives. Very many of their grand-
children have scarcely any knowledge
of the German, Swedish or Norwegian
of their fathers. The nation is absorb-
ing them; they are as good Americans
as any.

Three hundred and fifty vears after the
Norman conquest of England the fusion
of the conquerors and the conquered
was so complete that even the enno-
bled descendants of WiLLIAM'S warriors
olaimed English as their native tongue.
The absorption of the foreign elements
among us will be far more rapid. A
century and a half after the great move-
ment from Europe to this country began
there will be little of the mixture of
tongues in the United States which we
have witnessed in our time. The com-
mon use of other languages than Eng-
lish will have been discoutinued.

There is room for many immigrants
wet, particularly in the dry regions of
the West which, we are just beginning
to learn, may be effectively utilized.
President RooseveLr iz in favor of re-
vising our immigration laws so as to keep
out the riffraff, while giving to every
honest and efficient newcomer a chance
to become an American citizen. The
good fruits of such a policy will be last-
ing, and it should be put in force.

What a nation this may become by
the end of the century; perhaps three
hundred millions of people, the product
of . the highest development of human
rights, of education and of opportunity,
Anericans to the core and all speaking
the language of GEORGE WASHINGTON!

The Pape and the Bible.

The announcement that the Pope has
appointed a special Pontifical Commis-
sion * to consider all questions econ-
nected with Biblical studias " is of great
significance at this time of complete
revolution in the Protestant world,
ro far as concerns its attitude toward
the Bible, the sole source from which
Protestantism  derives  its  religious
authority.

This Vatican ocommission, we are
told, is to afford * Catholio scholars
all over the world the fullest oppor-
tunity of stating their views and diffi-
culties and bringing them to the direet
notioce of the Holy 8ee * The Pope hav-
fug already champlontdd the
wority and supersatural inspiration of
the Bible as the Word of Gob
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DanTE and GorrHE, and its seat is in

foremost theological seminaries.
That is, it is inside of the Church, and
thus wields the profoundest influence
in undermining Christian faith.

At this time a Presbyterian commis-
sion is engaged in an attempt to revise
the Westminster Confession in response
to a demand which had its origin in the
soepticlsm induced by the scholarly
criticism of the Bible called the * higher."”
Of course, the effort will be vain, for the
General Assombly in appointing the
commission timidly avoided the essence
of the question in controversy, or the
authority of the Bible, whether it is
Divine or human. But that pivotal
question will yet have to be met by
Protestantism as squarely as it has been
met by the Pope. Mere verbal changes
in creeds built wholly on the theory of

revolutionized by destructive ecriti-
cism of the validity of that authority
by Protestant theologians and scholars
of world-wide repute, men whose teach-
ings are not repudiated and anathema-
tized by their Churches, but who are
suffered to remain in the ministry with-
out reproach

It is not the Pope, then, but the great
| Churches of Protestantism, which need to

’v-

0
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tloning what the writers call the *historio myth*
which eredits Ruesia with having attested her
friendship for the United States In our Olvil War
by sending & squadron to our shores to be at the
service of our Governmeat in case of need. He
also ssks me on your behalf If I can throw any
light upon the subject. I think I can, though I
do not know how conclusive It may appear to those
Wwho are predisposed to doubt it.

* In the summer of 1682 and before I had heard
of the arrival of the Russian squadron In New
York, | recelved a letter from Mr. SewaRD, of which
1 enclose a copy. [t was a reply to rumors of coafl-
uons and combinations against the United States
put In eclrculation by Confederate agencles In
london and Parls, which 1 communicated to the
Department. [ have marked the paragraph which
1 belleved then to be, and still belleve to have been,

; a suMclent warrant for the Inference that the

|
V
|

|

| appoint a commission, or commissions, |

| “ for the consideration of all questions
. connected with Biblical studies.” The
| time is coming, if, indeed, it has not
| come already, when these Churches
f must take their stand definitively and
i decidedly on the question whether the
Bible is of Gop or only of man. As it is
} now, the Pope is the sole bold, positive
and uncompromising champion of the
Bible as the Word of Gob.

The Russian Fleet in Our Civil War.

Out of the recent discussion as to

| whether Russia or England was the

more friendly to us when some Powers

| in Europe were considering interference

; with our action toward Spain and Cuba,
| there has come this communication:

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN—Str; In THE SUN
of Dec. 23, discussing the attempted Furopean
coalition against the United States just before
| the declaration of war agalnst Spain, you say that
1 * Russia attestea her friendship for the United
| States by an act identical with that performed

by AL XANDER (], at a critical conjuncture during

Secretary of State had an understanding with the
Russlan Clovernment. What he wrote certainly
warragts more even than would be Implied by a
simple display of the flag of the Czar lu the barbor
of New York.

* Shortly after my return from France in 1867, I
spent a few days In Washington, during which

the lnspir_ed and “‘0""““ authority | yino 1 nad trequent Interviews with Mr, SEWARD,
of the Bible, are child's play &t 8 | sndoceasionally metathis house Monsieur Bop1SCO,
time when religious thought has been | the Russian Minister at Washington. The pur-

chase of Alaska from Russia had just been con-
summated. Of course neither Mr., SEWARD nor
Monsteur Bontsco sald distinctly to me that that
purchase was made purely and simply as a gra-

Government of the attitude of the Czar toward the
United States In "02, but I doubt If there was any
member of elther house of bougunl who sup-
posed the Government then had any other motive
in the purchase of Alaska than to recognize Its
obilgations to the Crzar.

* The fact stated by one of your correspondents
that * there Is no record of such an understanding

| in the Government Departments,” Is not surprising.

Flirtastlons between nationallties, as between the

| sexes, Are not apt 1o be proclaimed from the house-

our Civil War." Of course you refer to the historical |

| myth that Russia seat a squadron to the United

| States to be used by this Government In the event |

| of certaln things happening; but what | should like |
| discussion about it, and certalnly | can afford to

to know s, has THE SuN any Irrefragable proof to
sustain this historical myth; can It produce such
testimony that will be accepted as conclusive
by & disinterested, unprejudiced and Intelligent
| Jury? In all my rescarches | have never been
| able to obtaln a single scrap of evidenes in support

of the assertion except from Russian sources

long after the event; evidence that no jury would
accept, without corroboration: evidence as val.
uable as the |ater assertion that Russia tied the

tops, nor even made matters of record.
“ Joun BloxvLow,
* 21 GRAMERCY Pank, Jan. 2.

The Seward letter to Mr. BIGELOW i8 |

here printed:

* UnofMclal.

* DEPARTMENT OF STATR.
“ WABHINGTON, June 25, 1862,

“John Bigeiow, Esq.:

“MY DEar Sin: The London Times has suc-
ceeded In procuring Iitself to be universally re-
garded as an enomy to the Unlted States; engaged
in urging upon them the calamitics of a foreign
war lu the crisls of & domestic lnsurrection suf-

fclently dangerous. Tae Secretary of War sup-

poses that It 1s his duty not to give the London
Times the welght which It would derive from pro-
tecting, supporting and cherisbing its agent [tae
then Times correspondent, Sir WnLiaM H, Rvs-
saLL)

the Secretary’s opinion. They are being wrought

up by the European pressto iue point of meeting |

a European Invasion. t scems to them as If such
an Invasion galns favor In Europe just in propor-
tlon that excuses for it are removed.

“ This explanation Is for yourself alone.

engage In none.,

" Gen. CAMERON'S vindication by the President
would have come somewhat earller If he had not
assumed to defend himsel! agalnst Congress and
in doing 5o huried back accusations agalnst them.

* Your defence of our financlal policy was right.
It stands upon necessities. Mr. BRIGHT should have

| shown you how we could have gone through the

hands of Europe against the United States. For |

the truth of nistory cannot THE Srx produce the
proof? A. MAURICE LOow.
“Wasnrvorox, D. C., Dec. 20.°
It is true that in the records of the
State Department at Washington there
is not to be found a particle of evidence

regarding the alleged action of Russia, |

there are two or three interesting ob-

tation. Here are parts of pages 348 ahd
| 347 of Vol. II.:

“ 1t will be remembered that early in the Re.
belllon 8 Russian feet lay for several months in
our barbor, and that other Russian men-of-war
were stationed at San Francisco. Admiral Fam-
RAGUT lived at the Astor House, where he was
frequently wvisited by the Russian Admiral, be-

but in the ‘' Life of THURLOW WEED " |

servations on the subject worthy of quo- |

tween whom, when they were young ofMcers serv- |

Ing In the Mediterranean, a warm friendship had
grown up. Sitting In my room one day afier
dimner, Admiral FargRaovUT sald to his Russian
friend, ' Why are you speuding the winter here
1o ldieness® ‘1 am here' repiled the Russian
Admiral, * under sealed orders, to be broken only
In & contingency that has not yei occurred.’
He added that other Russiap war vessels were
Iying off San Francisco with slmilar orders.  Dur
Ing this conversation the Russian Admiral admitied
that ne had recelved orders 10 break (he scals
if during the Kebelllon we became Involved in 8
war v .abh forcign nations. Sirict confdeuce was
then enjolned

“ When In Washington & few days later
tary SEWAnD luformed me that he had asked the

Seore

ftussian Minister why his Government kept thelr
ahips of war so loag 1o our harbors, who, while
In answering he disclaimed any knowiedpge of the
nature of thelr visit, felt st liberiy (o say Lhat i Led
no ubinendly purpos
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WAr with a peace revenue and fiscal system.

“1 do not write or even talk just now about
Mexican affairs. | think It prudent to watch and
wall. Retween you and mysel/ alove, I have a bellef
that the European State, whichever one § may be,
that commits (23elf to interveniion anywhere in Norih
America, will sooner or later feich up inthe arms of a
notive of an oriental country not especiolly distin-
guished for amiadlity of munners or temper

*“Our sendiug & Minlster to Rome was fust as
meaningless as our consenting to Mr. MERCIER'S
going to Richmond. We anpointed Rurvs KiNo
Minister, sixteen months ago. He declined. We
appointed Mr. RANDALL & ) *ar ago. lle walted
untll he got the Wisconsin forces into the ficld and
then went Lo Rome tosave (re appointment

* Propositions and debates ahout mediation and
recognition do not tend Lo make our people amiable
If the debates are kept up abroad, we shall have a
navy that will be worthy of a great maritime power
It mighi perhaps be well I} 1 were known in Europe
that we are no longer giarmed by demonsirations of
interference.

*] am, my dear sir, very truly youm,

“WiLLiaM M, SEwarn.*

Within the limits of tha ecaution de-
manded by the time and the delicacy
of the matter under discussion, we fail
to see how Mr, SEwarD could have
conveved to Mr. BIGELOW any more
clearly his belief in the intenton of
Russia to stand by the United States
in the manner of the tradition
puted by our corres, ondent. Of the
WO passages in the first was
italicized by Mr. Bicerow and the second
by THe SUN in the conviction that i
was meant by Mr. SEWAKD to be espe
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clous recognition on the part of the Washington |

| dent sissy, whatever his line.”
| well, sir; then perhaps our readers will

The Amecrican people do not Jdissent from |

The |
Secretary of War does not propose to have any |

their little hour in such togs as they
conceive to become them? Shall we call
a man efferninate because he chooses to
wear mountainous hair? Call him a
hero, rather, for the poor devil must
be monstrous uncomfortable in the con-
cert hall or the summer.

The study of pictures, of statues, of
great heroic episodes, naturally turns
the student from the conventionalities
of costume. He is disgusted with frock
coats; he loves the cape and sword,
rapier and ruffle, slashed hose and vel-
vet doublet or the simple and noble
costume of uncorrupted Greece and
Rome. He moves among his creations,
his studies, his real world. Surely if a
man prefers a gilt coach and six to
an eleotric car, he is entitled to his
preference, nor shpuld we grudge him
the privilege of adorning his person
in such sort as he likes. CHARLES DICK-
ENS loved waistcoats that would have
made JosEPH tremble for his coat of
many colors. BYRON'S pose and collars

didn't prevent him from giving himself |

generously to a generous cause. STEVEN-
soN loved a velvet coat or any disguise
in his Edinburgh days and wore scandal-
at Vailima. There are
pictures of Mr. LOWELL in his young
manhood which show him as a sortof
Pre-Raphaelite saint, as anearly Chris-
tian martyr, as a kind of sanctimonious,
long-haired Grosvenor Galleryite whom
it would be a duty to punch. The truth
seems to be that many men of strong
individuality have a feminine fondness

| for striking attire and love to express

themselves in fancy.

“ History be hanged,” the Philadel-
phian may say; “ the dead will be dead
for some time yet and I am talking
about the living. I am not talking
about peculiarities of dress and looks
only, but about the real, essential. evi-
Very

be able to throw light upon these points
dark to us:
1. What is & Slasy and how do you know him on

sight?
11. What are the essentlal characteristics of a

Slasy?

111. What are the chief brands of Sissiea?

IV. Can a Slssy ceass to be a Sissy?

V. What profession or trade conialns the most
Sissies?

Information on any of these points
will be thankfully received in this
office.

Negroes Going South.

One of the curious features of the
national census of 1800 is the relative
decline of the colored population in
such border States as Maryland, Ken-

tucky and Missouri, and its increase in |

the Gulf States of Mississippi, Alabama
and Florida. Ten years ago the negro
population of the country was 11.9 per

! cent. of the whole population; now it is

11.6--a fractional decline.
In the States of the extreme South,

| in which the material condition of the

colored race is least desirable, there has
been the largest gain in population
Practically the whole increase is to be
found in the Gulf, South Atlantic and
Southwestern States, and nct in those
border States in which the opportunities
and inducements to colored citizens are
greatest. In the border States the col-
ored voters are held socially in higher
regard. The competition of colored
labor is decidedly less, and by reason of
the smaller percentages of colored resi-
dents, race antagonisms, based on fears
of colored domination, are littla known
Nevertheless, colored people from the ex-
treme South do not seek homes in the
border States. They do not move North
On the contrary, as the census figures
indicate, they are moving southward,
and but for newecomers from Northern
States, there would be an actual falling
off both in Kentucky and Maryland

In two States only does the colored
population exceed the white population
[hess States are Mississippi and Ala-
bama. Negroes have ceasnd to predom
inate in Louisiana, in which up to 1500
they were in a4 majority
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BRIEF APPRECIATIONS OF SOME
AMERICAN PAINTERS.

XII. Horatlo Walker.

Upon his first appearance last year as a
oontributor to the exhibition of the British
Institute of Water Colors Horatio Walker's
picture, “The Potato Pickers," was promi-
nently hung, and he himself was elected a
member. Considering the fine record of

the Institute and its high rank among water |

|

: color societies, such instant recognition of

| a newcomer was very notable.

| But it is just the way in which an artist

| of Walker's calibre is likely to make his
impression—at once and authoritatively; for
he is a painter of unusual personal force

and of a persuasiveness quite as remarkable, |

qualitics not alwavs found in combination,
| but, when united, irresistible. And these

artistic qualities are the counterparts of
| similar elements in his character as a man.
He is a forceful personality, of moral as well
as mental force, How much this means!
There is a kind of forceful person who slaps

ably conpsider him a nuisance, and there is
a kind of painter who would violently arrest
your attention by the bravery of his brush
strokes or some surprising crash of color
scheme or chiaroscuro.

effrontery that one resents at once; or
which, If it arouse a little momentary
curiosity or even interest, will in the long
run by followed by intolerable woariness,
For it is almost entirely a mere display
of manual gymnasties, an explcitation
of self. There may be a little mind behind
it, but it will be the quality of mind that
s simply of the active kind, enamored
of its own actlvity. It {8 not regulated
by the moral sense; responsible to eelf-
control, eontributory to some serlous and
absorbing purpose,
tion of the intense meaningfulness of na-
ture and life. This is the foundation
quality of what i# bLig In life and art; a
noble serious:ess that penetrates the facts
and lifts them up 'n the elevation of its
own spirit to the dignity of what is grandest
and most abiding in the universal sclieme.

Painters who possess this faculty are
apt to concentrate their sympathy and
force upon some particular phase of life,
and Walker has found the pivot point for
his In the island of Orleans, in the St. Law-
rence, some twenty miles northeast of
Quebec, Here the descendants of the
early French settlers still retain the simple
| faith and habits and fine ingenuousness of
the peasants of northern France; a sturdy
| race, close to the suil, and drawing dignity
as well as nourishment therefrom, per-
petuating their origin even in their be-
longlngs: the domestic utensils, the farm

implements, in the racial characteristics of |
| their clever little horses and oxen, and In |

| the very fashioning of their harness. Nor
was the singling out of this Acadia merely
the happy discovery of a painter in search
of the picturesque It was a harking
back to the associations of his boyhood;
for, though Walker's later youth was spent
in Rochester, N. Y., he is a Canadian by
birth, the son of an English ariy officer,
It is a beautiful thing for an artist when
he can thus graft his maturity on to the
roots of his early impressions.
“ A boy's will 1y the wind's will,
And tue thoughts of youtu arelong, long thoughts.*

How often the will passeg, we know not
whither, like the wind; and the thoughts,
swallowed up in the materialism of far
other thoughts, come back to us in later
life only as random visions of what might
Lhave been. Indead, it is beautiful for the
artist when he can recover tat boy's will
and link the early thoug!its on to the ma-
turer thanghts of manhood. This may
be sincerity, depth and fulness of convie-
tion and ripest fruitfulness. It has been
difficult for American artists to maintain
this continuity of evolution, since they have
had to travel far for instruction and the
way of return to the associwtions of the past
has not seemeda clear  Still many lave
found it and, perhaps, a volutue ot eriticism
mig! t be bLase upon this one fact, and it
mighit be shown ti.at those whom we most
a' mire as powerful painters, for the reality
of what they have to say and their impres-
give wav of saving it are the ones who in
thelr art have got back closest, either to
the actual seenes or to the menlal associa-
tions of their vouth
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| in the silvered preens as they

you on the back in the street, and you prob- |

In such forcefulness there is a certain |

involving a realiza- |

| continually invites you to look

| ure; but

| in his strength, and later on when la

R —
meadow, which stretohes behind them,
glh-trnln’ with dew and bounded by &
coppice of delicately branched trees, through
which the morning sky, just quickening
with light, is visible.

Here again is a suggestion of the routine !

in nature's scheme; the awakeninﬂ of day,
the following on of the beasts to piay their
appointed part. And I think we shall be
conscious also, for this is a later pictwe
penetrated with subtlety of manner an

meaning, an extraordinary suggestion of
the remoteness of nature at tnis silent,
undisturbed hour, It is a repetition of an
ocourrence as old as any time we wot of,

| and it links this modern scene in our im-

‘l{inntlon with \Virgil's Eclogues, with
omer's Odyssey and the Hebrew Laban's
flocks: forming a link in the endless chain
of pastoral recollection at once the most
enduring and most lovable of all our im-
pressions of nature, Nor let us omit to
notice the remarkable technical skill in-
volved in the painting of this stretch of
meadow, the exquisite gradations of tone
a from
the ave, the delicate stir of animation in

| the grass, and also in the pmlmlnhof thhe
I

sky which is kept so eurely behind the
trees, while its gathering volume of light
steals gently through them. So complete
is the unity of the picture, so musical its
vibration. that from the whole scene there
seoms to exhale a delicate sigh that floats
through the fragrant soundlessness of
awikening nature.

Such technieal accomplishment is the
outcome of Walker's penetmt.lnﬁ earnnst-
ness. Like most of the best landscape
painters of every country he s entirely
self-taught.
who {8 a true lover of it is so personal that
no other man's method will avall to express
what he feels. He is compelled to discover
his own way of utterance, conforming in
its individuality to the particular quality
of his sincerity. With Walker the sincerity
is characterized not only by a determination

larger kinds of truth, those whioh need no
enforeing, but make their own significance

slowly and surely recognized. Nolhlnfmiu _
N | Washington for a few weeks after his re-

more conspicuous in his best work t

the reserve with which everything is stated.
He puts forth his strength ‘with calculated
orderliness, gradually lettin
heart of his meaning, continually stimu-
lating and rewarding by further study and
leaving one at last witﬂ the consciousness
that he has held back part of what he had
in mind. He leads one, Indeed, to the dimn
border land where one bids good-by to
facts and yields only to the imagination
In this res he is nearer to Israels than
to Millet in his attitude toward peasant life.
The peasant of Gruchy was so
impressed with the pitifulness of the peas-

| ant's life that his story of labor with all its

force is a restricted one. He missed its
nobler aspect in relation to the universal
scheme and feels only its heavy fatilism.
israels has a wider sympathy, which can
discover beauty in the monotonous routine,
the beauty of little observances well and
faithfully ‘done and the quiet intervals of
rest and homely joy that intervene. But
while Walker is akin to the Dutch artist in
the embracing tenderness of his vision he
excels him in breadth and force. lsraels
in; Walker,
to look in also, but to look around as waell.
Iuthis respect he reminds oue of Troyon,
whose magnificent landscapes and grand
cattle are big with nature's fecundity and
strength., There is not & little of these two
men in Walker, of Israels’s tenderness and
Troyon's breadth. Even in so sturing &
subject as the large “Ploughing in Acadia,”
painted about 1887, there is this infusion
of tenderness. The three horses straming
abreast are full of vigor; they tug with a
sustained effort in which the continuity
of the movement is finely expressed; the
high gear above their saddles covered
with sheepskin toss in the air over their
shaggy arched necks: the old man at the
plough tail is stoe'sy and hale; lusty green
weeds lave their roots in the stroug eaith

| and the sky is full of bracing weather.

Through and through it is a eturdy pict-
note, also, the affactionateness
with which the head of the 1 sarest horee
is rendered. He is of the Normandy breed,
the most willing of servants, the most in-
telligant of auiumal companions. His eye
i< bright, the nostril inflated, he 18 re]&muj

ris

over he will nose into his master's jacket

! and both will feel like frisn is to one another.

Tuis is the wholesome, natural view of the
peasant’'s labor, when it is really close 1o

| the soil and uncorrupted by a cheap press,

man and the animals going ahbout thels
apyointed task until the day is done and
finaing companiouship with oue another
aud with nature. and it is not without a
quiet happiness of its own,

This ;i-.nughh.g soenns reminds me of
a later cue, painted & few years ago, of
two cxen comiug up the furrow with their
massive, leisurely movement, while behiud
tuem the light mounting up W fovds
of crimecn, that overfiow upcn the broad
backs of the beasts and lap the cool, glisten-
ing earth. It represcnts the first moments
in nature's daily avwakeung w life aud
in mau's daily routu.e cf labor. Botu

. the sky and on the earth tiherv s the
cteady gathering of foree; not a burst of
energy but that massing of energy that
will not readily expend itself 1 have
heard it remarked that the oxen lock tired
already ar.d the men Lkew e, but " rhups
it 8 rather a passivity of feeling that s
conveyed, that slow, Unguesti ning roeig-
natic i, that s at |m"u":~- ar !
heroie In the true peasant.  Aud lu ancihe
way many «f these canvases of Walkor's
lnvelve thils herole ruggestion. While olose
ptudies of pastoral and agriculluial e
ln & poiton of s contient o-day, they
have & mure universal siguibicanos i
st one's imagination back i the Old Worly
that we caull bomeru ines of spacious

oes and simplicity, when we fancy that
Pan's strength was in closest afu ly with
Bature tiunes of w O Iue L ne AL
e of mind and b dy, when an lved
f\ Lature » rue 1 ‘ Nl
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SITAW RELIEVES GAGE ON JAN. 23,

Says He Has Not Considered Any Changes
| in the Polley of the Treasury.

WasniNaToN, Jan. 4.~Gov. Leeclie M

| Bhaw expects to enter upon his duties a:

| Secretary of the Treasury on the 25th of

| the present month, He had a confercice

| of more than an hour with Secretary Gags
at the Treasury this moruning. Mr. Gage
had said already that he would arraig:
the time of his exit from the office to su.
the convenience of the President and Go-
Shaw, and the latter had said that
would consgult the wishes of the Presiden
and Mr. Gage. Presicent Roosevelt's re
ply was that the two men immediately
concerned might arrange the transfer of
the office between themselves, so the matter
was decided quickly this morning.

At noon Secretary Cage and Gov, Shaw
went to the White House to tell the Presi-

| dent of their decision. To a reporter of
Tur SuN Gov, Shaw said that he would
return to lowa next Monday to arrange
his affairs for coming to Washington to

| live and that he expected to be on duty
in the Treasury on l,m 26th inst,

“I think I may as well make one state-
ment to you," he coutinued, “in view of the
stories that have been published. ] have
not considered for a moment any changes
in the policy of the Treasury administration,
nor have 1 thought of any changes in the
official rsonnel. At the present tlme
I may add that I am not very likely to con-

Department, think 1 ought to say this
much. There is, of cowwe, always the
reservation that I must admiuister the
Department according to my views of ita
needs, but what | have said about changes

‘ justified b e present 'sitaation.”
to reach the truth, but by an instinet for the | is fully justificd by the p

Gov. Shaw dined with Secretary Gage
to-night and there was a further discussion
of the Treasury afairs. Mr. Gage wald
to-day that he would probably remain in

tirement from the Treasury and would
| take a needed rest. His plans for the future
have not been settled definitely, but he

| expects to live in Caicago.

THE LIQUOR QUESTION.

A Great Change In Publio Sentiment
Regarding It.

To TwE Epitor oF THE BvN—Sir: The
discussion of the llquer question by your
very intelligent correspondents is both in-
teresting and profitable, It Is also wvery
suggoestive in ita lndication of a remarkable
change which has taken place in the attitude
of people generally toward that subject, of

recent yrara
The time was when one of the most dis-
turbing questions in the polities of this State
was the liquor question, and in this eity,
more especlully, the mos<t powerful influ-
ence In politics was wielded by the liquor
saloon. Now neither politieal pariy stands
in any awe of that in.uence, but both are
shy rather of appealing to it or bearing the
responsibility of representing the liquor
trafe specifieally. Once liquor dealers,
keepers of saloons, were numarous among
the members of the Legislature, more pars
ticularly from this city, and they bad no
hesitation In appraring as such in the class-
iflcation of the occupations of oMeeholders.
Now their number has become compara-
tively few, and thore Is shown a disposition
on the part of those of them who are en
gaged i the business to doscribe themsslves
enerally as merchants, aod by like enphem
stic designations Meantime saloonkesp
ors are L'umpluwi:xm of social discrimination
agaiist them by the people smoug whomn
they live—ofl being put uuder a soclal ban,
which extends to their farnllies
| fiud also that there s a more genersl and
a keenvr understanding aod recognition of
the evils of driukitg among the peopla at
large, and most strikingly amoug the work-
ing people whom Dr ltulm'rnul casumes to
be united in vigorous defence of the siloons
and this feeling extends to both partics, avd
not more amo & the religious thau thoso who
have 1,0 religious faith
soofdly, wiso, | observe A very great
change in drinking babits At clubs there
s far less drir king than formerly, particu
larly of mrient spirite At dinvers pot
mearaly comparative hut also actusl abst m-.
{ousnese prevails; the old fasuion of con
seuming & profusion of wines and Lquors Las
‘.-u(f AWAY Anythinrg approaching |
{-n porar shocks cotemporiry propricty
The moverwsrt in b mf’ of the Sundnv
opening of saloons, which followed the b te
viaction in N w Yok, I da not find supportad
wy the publie sentimert on whith it could
have relied tworty years AgQo Wohere it s
not ahsolutely opposed, it is, ot |east, 174l
forort'v regarded, so fur as my obs/rv tior
has « xt'nded, [ do it find_any one, riel
or pnor, who & hot for it Ths argument
aeri <t the opanr| wilch 1 hear most &
not based on any relicious erounds, but on
eronnds of exp 4y The &~ timent |s
thaot ne grestor faci'iti s for oht i~ ing drick
an Surday are ne oy or desiiable;  thet
even the Aot of 1 lo=i af saloons s
wittor forall! ' alsgnlizedand formal
nilng: thot g s wino wiurt to drink In
dAuy bave now all the oppor
ouehit to .'-m)!',l
i tacdr way are of whole

)
eqlnons on Sur
t

neither politiea!
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