STORM, APTER CROKBR'S GONE?
MUTTERINGS ONN T; 'xo :'Oll ZON

1e Il Seots Traps for Young Men, Older
muw Are Hinting st Revolt—Series
of Farewell Dinners te Croker, Whe
Thinks Nixon's Doeing Very Well,

Lewis Nizon was at Tammany Hall
hright and early yesterday setting traps
to catch young men. Mr. Nixon is work-
ing so hard at this that it will soon be dan-
gorous for any young man to pass the
‘ammany headquarters in any of the
\esembly districts without a bodyguard.
Mr. Nixon Is liming twigs all over town on
which the young and politically inexpe-
rienced are expected to step and be ocaught.
\fr. Nixon has traps at all the principal
~orners of the town, and if any young man
Al «appears from his home it will be known
(hat the new man who sits in the bors's
chair at Tammany has got him. Young
men are not safe from Mr. Nixon at any
time or in any place, and the hunt for them
|s growing flercer every day. Mr, Nixon
says that the young men want to have
him catch them, and that the only reason
they have not been caught before is that
no one in Tammany Hall made any effort
to get at them Mr. Nixon apparently
does not think much of the efforts that
Mr. Croker made in 1900 to get the Absaloms
into his organization, but, of course, he
does not say this.

“All men who want to join Tammany
Hall must be made weloome,” sald Mr.
Nixon yesterday. “There have been com-
plainta in the past that some of the dis-
trict leaders and their lieutenanta did not
make any effort to get the young men into
their elubs. Our effort from this time is
to get the people back with us, to have them
cooperate with us in building up the ma-
ohine. There are men who have not been
pdreful in their utterances, and when they
have sald something that was indiscreet
It has been harbored up against them
and remembered. Now we are starting
afresh with a clean slate. All of the old
socores are to be wiped out, and we want
all the members of the party to come in
and joln with us in bullding it up in the city
and the county.

“Here are a number of letters that I have
received from young men who are anxious
to become members of the organization,
and all of them are to be attended to by
the leaders of the districts in which the
young men live. All that it will be necessary
for any man who wanta to join the organi-
zation to do will be to write here and we
will see to It that an enroliment blank is
furnished to him and that he has a hearty
welcome.*

(One new feature of the organization work
that Mr. Nixon will make important will
be a regular meeting of the general com-
mittes on the second Thursday of every
month, its next meeting being Feb. 13.
Some one sald that this was an unlucky
date. Mr. Nixon said that he did not think
80, for it was the date that he left the naval
sarvice, and the date on which he took hold
of Tammany Hall.

8o many Democrats have become ao-
customed to going to to Democratio Club
or to some other place to transaot their
political business that Mr. Nixon found it
necessary yesterday to issue another state-
ment 1o the effect that he would attend to
political business at Tammany Hall and

nowhere else
Mr. Nizxon has been Informed by some

BANK DIRECTORS RUINED.

Court Helds Them Liable for Stealings
of Cashior Valentine.

New Brunswick, N. J., Jan. i5.—Vice-
Chanoellor Pitney handed down a decision
yesterday afternoon holding the President
and directors of the Middlesex County
Bank of Perth Amboy liable for the losses
of that institution, amounting to about
$210,000, through the defalcation of George
M. Valentine, the cashier. This decision
closes a litigation which has dragged
through the New Jersey courts for nearly
two years and a half. Valentine absconded
in July, 189®. The bank was wrecked and
it was charged that ordinary business
prudence had not been exercised by the
President and the directors. Valentine
gave himself up in the same July and got a
six years' sentence.

The directors of the bank held a meeting
last week and presented a proposition to
Receiver E. 8. Campbell to be submitted
by him to Vice-Chancellor Pitney. This
proposition, it is understood, was that the
directors be fined and not held responsible
for the losses. The Vice-Chanoellor re-
jected the proposition. Ten days are given
the officers for settlement, The directors
are Uriah B. Watson, Patrick J. Convery,
Dr. J. W. Wilson, J. T. Watson and Robert
N. Valentine. Uriah B. Watson is Presi-
dent. Most of them will be ruined by the
judgment.

CITY RECORD GRAFT.

More “‘Special'’ Orders Last Year Than

Contraot Orders —Cooked Specifioations,

Charles 8. Hervey, one of the expert ao-
countants of the Finance Department,
who has been investigating the methode
followed in the office of the Ciy Record
in the last administration In awarding
printing and stationery contracts,
ported to Comptroller Grout yesterday

Mr. Hervey found that large quantities
of supplies for the departments were ob-
ulnoé without public letting and by means
of what were known as “special orders *
Many of these orders were made “special®
without the knowledge of the heads of de-
partments. Mr. Hervey discovered that
while the work done under contract last
year amounted to $215821, the “special
orders®” came to $231,284. Theso orders
went almost entirely to firms known favored
by Tammany, and included the Martin B.
Brown ComEny. the J. W. Pratt Company
and L. W. Ahrens & Co.

It was ascertained by Mr. Hervey that
as far as the stationery contracts were con-
cerned large Proport ons of um?lu were
incorrectly stamped as to weight and
quality, thus precluding free rom})otl(l'm
in the bidding. Mr. Hervey states further:
In other contracta there were many in-
stances of discrimination against certain
manufacturers and corresponding prefer-
ences shown to other manufacturers. In
a large number of cases, the name in the
requisition of the manufacturer of the
goods asked for, had been erased and that
of another manufacturer substituted.

NEW FIRE MARSHAL NAMED.

Capt. Thomas F. Freel Appointed —He Held
the Same Job In the Last Reform Days.

Fire Commissioner Sturgis appointed

Capt. Thomas F. Freel of Engine 8 Fire |

Marshal of the boroughs of Manhattan,
The Bronx and Richmond yesterday. Capt
Freel takes the place of Peter Seery who
has been Fire Marshal for four years under
the BScannell administration. Mr. Seery
contends that under the new Charter he
has become a memebr of the uniformed

foree and cannot be removed
The new Fire Marshal is one of the best
known officers of the fire force,
assigned to the Fire Marshal's Bureau
frm 1892 to 1805 he was responsible for
the breaking up of several gangs of fire-
He was made a flroman in 18%1
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BRIBERY RUMOR DROPPED~—PAR-
SONS BEATS GOODMAN.

Committers Named —Rules Say 10-Minute
Speeches —No  Necond (hanee —*'You
Aln't Got No Right to Stop Mo Talk-
ing," Shouts Bridges —All Sit on Him,

The Board of Aldermen met yesterday
with full galleries and with policemen to
keep everybody but Aldermen and reporters
off the floor. In answer to the request
sent to the Mayor at Llittle Tim Sullivan's
instance for the evidence on which he based
a public statement touching rumors of
attempted bribery of fusion Aldermen
to help Tammany organize the board,
Mayor Low sent this message:

Referring to your preamble and resolution
of Jan. ¢, 1802, in which you ask the Mayvor

for certain information, 1 desire to point out |

that the preamble upon which the resoju-
tion is based rests upon a misapprehension
The preamble recites that “Whereas it has
appesred in the public press of this city
on informution given to the sald pross of thiy

city by his Honor the Mayor that an attempt |

has been made to {llegully Influence cortain
members of this board,” be it resolved, &c , &¢
My statement to the press, to which refer-
ence Is made, fails to"sustain the preamble
in a vital particular I characterized what [
had heard, not as a fact but as & rumor, and
the nature of the rumor was given in the
statement ftself cannot see that any
rubllo interest will be furthered by an inquiry
nto the basls of a rumor that involves the
good name of no member of the board

oither does {t seam to me that the good
name of the board itself has been injured
by calling attention to a rumor so general
in Its terms. Under thess oircumstances
I submit that there s nothing further to be
communicated. Respectfully,

SETH Low, Mayor

When this news was read Mr. Sullivan
started in to discuss it. He had got as
far as Intimating that the Mayor was
soemingly trylng to shirk his responsi-

bility when the President ruled him out ‘

of order,
shouted:

“Then T move that the Mayor's letter
be lald under the table.”

Borough President Cantor asked the
Alderman to withdraw the remark. He
did so and the incident ended.

Herbert Parsons, chairman of the Finance
Committee, was one of the announcements
made by President Fornes. Alderman
Goodman was a rival candidate.
other members of the
McInnes. Florence, Longfallow and James,
fusion, and Bell, McCall, Nehrbauer and
Sullivan, Democrats. The list of chalr-
men of other commitiees will be found
below, Each committee has a fusion
majority of 1

Alderman Bridges got only one place—
on the Committea of Publiec Eduecation.
When his name was read there was some
merriment and he jumped up and said:

“I decline to sit on that committea. [
aln't goin' to serve on no Committee of
Public Education.”

Alderman Willett of Queens, who drew
the privilege of naming the Sergeant-at
Arms, announced that he had selected
Theodore . Wilsnack, President of the
Richmond Hill Republican Club. The
salary is 81,500

Chairman James of the Committee on
Rules reported proposed rules and the
clerk began to mad them. Alderman
Bridges moved that they be laid over for
a week and printed. Mr
ruled out of order. He disputed the ruling
and was sharply ordered to take his seat

He had not been used to so summary
treatment in the old board and he sat down
an inch a minute with a thoughtful expres-
sion. A few minutes later he was up again
on his feet and began to talk, although
the Chair had not recognized him

“The Alderman will be in order,” Presi-

Thereupon Alderman Sullivan

dent Fornes said, *and I want it understood |

that I am not going to permit a repetition
of the socnes of the last meeting. We
have rules to guide us and they will be
adhered 10"

The rules relating to the lp{-olntnwnt

‘7’ » : ¥
’

LOW NAUGHT |

The |
committes are |

%
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WILL HURT SALVATION ARMY.

— e
Ballingten Booth Confirms Withdrawal of
Hooth-Clibborns From Mevement.

Ballington Booth, the head of the Ameri-
oan Volunteers, which organization was the
result of radical differences of opinion
between him and his father, Gen. Willlam
Booth, founder of the Salvation Army,
said yesterday that it was quite true that
his sister, Mrs. Catherine Booth-Clibborn,
and her husband had withdrawn from the
Salvation Army movement,

“My sister Catherine,” sald Gen. Booth,
“ia the only one of the family who has cor-
responded with me of late years. From
her I have heard quite frequently. I re-
ceived a cablegram from her this morning
in which she said positively that she and
her husband, Booth-Clibborn, had severed
all connection with the Salvation Army.
She said nothing, however, about their
having joined the Dowie Zion movement
and I have yet to be convinced that the
gtatement to that effeet is true,

“Boothi-Clibborn is a Quaker and I have
known for some time that he and my sister
had faith in the Divine interposition in
illness. This, however, does not by any
means signify that they believed in the
Dowie movement. Nor do I think that
the fact that they may have written the
letter published in the Leaves of Healing
necessarily means that they, or that my
sister's husband alone, mean to join the
Dowie movement. Many people believe
in Divine Interposition in sickness. You
may believe in it or | may believe in it, and
yet that would not imply that we sym-
pathized with the Dowie movement.

“l cannot see how the withdrawal of
Mr. and Mrs. Booth-Clibborn can do other-
wise than seriously affect the Salvation
Army. My sister Catherine was at the
head of the army in Holland, France and
Switzerland. Since the times of the per-
secutions of the Salvation Army in those
countries both my sister and her husband
have made many warmn friends there and
have made a strong organization which
is very largely identified with their per-
sonalities. Their withdrawal necessarily
must be a crippling blow. The ill effect
will hardly be confined to the Continent
either. Mr. and Mre, Booth-Clibborn have
a large following in England, and in Ireland
Booth-Clibborn, who comes of a very in-
fluential Quaker family, has many warm
friends.”

SICK MAN, FLED IN NIGHTSHIRT.

Says His Wife and Her Brother Bound and
Gagged Him and Stripped His Tlouse.
Herman Gerbaulet of Huguenot, Staten

Ieland, charged in Magistrate Marsh's

court at Stapleton yesterday afternoon

that his home was invaded by his wife Lena
and her brother, Benito A. Lambert, on

Saturday last, while he was ill in bed, that

they bound and gagged him, loaded all his

household effects and personal property,

'{neluding his wearing apparel, into vans,

which they sent to Manhattan, and that he |
| escaped and fled through the snow in bare |
Bridges was |

feet and clad only in a nightshirt, to Ohl-
rogge's hotel, a quarter of a mile away
His story was emphatically denied by Mrs.
Gerbaulet and Lambert, but the latter,
whom Gerbaulet charges with assault, was
held by the Magistrate for trial
Gerbaulet, his wife and six children,
have lived on Staten Island for ten years

In summer Gerbaulet makes and sells ice |

eream, but has little or no income in winter
Last November Mrs  Gerbaulet had her
husband arrested for non-support, but
their differences were bridged over and

1
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WANT SAY IN SCHOOL AFPAIRS

ALUMNI OF PURLIC SCHOOLS TO
ASK RECOGNITION.

These Old Puplls Relleve That If They
Had Representation on the School
Doard It Would Improve the System
~They Are to Take Steps to Sceure It.

The Graduates' Dinner Club of Public
School 77, which is the alumni association
of the school, is making determined efforts
to bring about an organization of all the
alumni of the New York public schools.
The object of the organization will be to
obtain for the alumni some substantial
representation on the School Board and thus
to have a direct voics in the management
of the city's schools -

In the circular which is now being sen
out to all the principals of male schools
in the city, the following topics for the
consideration of the principals of the schools
were made:

(1) The wisdom of the formation of an

alumnl association in cach school (2) The
advisability of the organization of a eeneral

alumni society composed of an alwmnus of |

each school” (3) The expediency of the mnot-
ing of this geperal body Wt an annual banquet;
this assembly representing the interests
of all the public schools of this city, to dis-
cuss the Improvement, extension and advance-
ment of public education in New York city.

The clrcular was sent out to ask the co-
operation of the principals in forming
alumni associations in the different schools,
Many of the older schools have flourishing
alumni assoclations already and it is the
object of the promoters of the plan to in-
corporate these associations in the general
body, or at any rate to have them repre-
sented there

Alfred Yankauer, a lawyer of 31 Nassau
street and a member of the School 77 or-
anization, said yesterday that the men
nterested in the forming of the general
alumni association had no idea that the
association would be strong enough to
exert any influence in school affairs for
several years. The organization *must
nmmuﬂf,v. he said, be a matter of slow
growth; nor was it the desire of the pro-
moters of the organization to attempt to
control the m‘hms Kystem,

“We merely feel,” said Mr. Yankauer,
*that when 8o many appointments to be
teachers and principals have been made
of late years among men who have no di-

rect connection with New York city or New |

York city interests, we, who have been
through the schools and have direct knowl-
edge of their faults and advantages, ought
to exert some suggestive influence at any
rate to head off the experimental fads
which some of the outsiders and some of
our home theorists insist on clogging the
schools with

“Our prmmﬁdn find themselves subjected
to constant changes of method in following
the whims of new Commissioners, perhaps
by being represented as men who have been
through the schools we can exert the in-
fluence of a balance wheel on the experi-
mental Commissioner. At any rate it will
do the schools no harm to have a large body
of citizens actively and directly interested
in their management.”

The annual banquet of the Graduates' Din-
ner Club of School 77 will be held at the Marl-
borough Hotel on Feb. 1. Edward A. Page,
the principal of the school who suggestod

now being put forward, will be present, and
he and others are expected to discusa the
plan at length

SAYS MILLER WAS TO FLEE.

Dist. Atty. Clarke Declares Ball Was Ready
When Court of Appeals Nipped Plot.
District Attorney Clarke of Brooklyn is

gratified over the decision of the Court of

Appeals upholding the conviction of Will-

iam F. Miller, chief of the Franklin Syndi-

cate, who will be sent back to Sing Sing
finish his ten-vears’ sentence. Mr,

to

. | Yorkville police court
at last year's banquet the plan which is |

Established 1823.

WILSON |
WHISKEY

That’s Alll

THE WILSON DIfTILLING 00,

Baltimore, Md.

FORTHE FLYINGMACHINE PRIZE

Whitehead of Bridgeport Says He Wi
Compete at St. Louls.

BripGgerort,” Conn,, Jan. 15 —Gustave
Whitehead, the flving machine inventor
here, said to-day t hat he will be a contestant
for the $100,000 prize which has been offered
by the World's Fair Company for a sue-
cessful demonstration of a dirigible air-
ship, flying machine or balloon at the
Louislana Purchase Exposition next year.
Whitehead is at work perfecting a machine
which he says will navigate the air. He is
backed by New York capital and has a
force of skilled mechanics at work under
supervision in his machine shop on Pine
street,

Whitehead is elated over the offer. He
commends the company for its enterprise
and thinks that the Exposition will mark
the time when the problem of a#rial navi-
gation will be solved. He is in favor of
having a deseribed couree decided n{wn
for each contestant, so that all the points
of the competing machine will be tried
The figure 8, he rays, will expose a machine
to all the winds, and the inventor should be
required to start at a given point, cover
the course as laid out and then deacend to
earth without injuring the mechanism.

Hiram Maxim, Whitehead says, is the
only man whom he will fear in the com-
petition. He sayvs that M. Santos Dumont
can accomplish nothing unless the winds
are favorable to his balloon. Maxim,
Whitehead saye, is a level-headed man
who ix working along the same lines as
he is, that of the zé-oplane.

Whitehead's new machine will be an
adroplane with a hull like a boat under It,
in which the mechanism will be carried,
He is confident that a flying machine will
win the prize, and show its superiority over
a dirigible balloon

REAL BOY DETECTIVE.

Aged 14 —-Catches & Trunk Thief and Has
Caught Other Robbers.

Fourteen-year-old Joseph Brode of 355
East Seventy-fourth street, by detective
work he has done within the last two years,
has brought about the arrest of ten crimi-
nals in Capt. Brown's precinet, who might
otherwise have escaped. He was in the
yesterday, having
caused the arrest of a man accused of
stealing a trunk. The police allow the
boy to carry a small billy, and he wears on
his coat collar the precinct number, 2§

H: was “rubbering” along First avenue
late on Tuesday night and saw two men
carry a trunk into the hallway of a house
on Seventy-fourth street, just around
the corner, and then come out and separate.
By the Sherlock Himes process he reasoned
that a robbery nad been committed, and
followed one of the men for two blocks.

Then, billy in hand, he walked up to him |

and said
*“Sav, the «‘np’n wania to see you, down

ol o AN

Prices are

sliding down
here, Overcoats, Suits and

Trousers; suppose you
slide in to enjoy the pleas-
ure of catching ’'em at
these reduced prices.

Freezing or soft, you
can't miss the fun; some-
thing sliding every day;
drop in and see!

Specials To-day—Several
hundred Men’s Overcoats,

$25.

Prices were $40, $35, $32;
some $28 and $30.

Some silk lined, all hand-
some, big, long,—the great
“Papa” Styles; all Sizes;
all our Stores.

| The Verdiet Against

Smith, Gray & Co.

NEW YORK:
BROADWAY AT 31ST ST,

Brooklyn: Broadway at Bedlord Avej
Fulton St. at Flatbush Ave.

— - —
§12,000 TOOMUCH FOR BOY'S LIFE.

Metropolitan 8ot
Aside as Excessive.

Justice Glldersleeve of the Supreme
Court set aside yesterday as excessive a
verdict of $12,000 which Grace McDonald
obtained against the Metropolitan Street
Railway Company for causing the death

| of her son, Charles, 12 years old,

|  The boy was killedat Thirty-ninth street
' and Broadway in December, 1885, by a ocar.
| The Court says “he was in perfect health,
‘ of a bright mind, and active, industrious
disposition * He was earning §3 a week,

" all of which he gave his mother. A jury in
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