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The DarIen Route Identified
Jt now appears that tic particular
Parien route which Is advocated at

Washington by Gen EOWAIID WELL
JAN SEnnnu nn engineer of great

experlenco nnd distinction as superior
in availability to Panama or Nicaragua
and much less expensive than either
coincides nearly with the San
HIM routo of KKIJKY nnd SrxKmixiK
That to say It Is In geographical loca
tion the nearest to tho ColonPanama
lino of all tho several Darlen routes that
hay been discussed during tho past
halfcentur
A canal by this route would run from

the Oulf of San Ulan on the Caribbean
ufao to Panama Ray nt a point about
thirty miles east of the city of Panama
It would penetrate tho backbone range
mountain ridge which is continuous
orfthU part of tim Isthmus by means
of a ship tunnel four miles or more long
The overage distance of this lino from
the line controlled by tho French com

jhy under tho Wyno concession would
be by rough measurement fortyfivo-
or fifty miles

We nro enabled to arrive at this iden-

tification by tho circumstance that tho
literature circulated at Washington
by the private corporation interested
IftPprVmiotlng consideration this route
pj alts ftf Jt ns the Mandlngo line
nnd describes Its course an normal to
th onst Mandlngo or Mandlnga Is

o0ijcrbnr In tho Gulf of San lllas A

straight line from sea to ea at that
joint traverses tho narrowest part of

IsOimUs Therefore tho Darien
or Mandlngo route which seems to
have Senator HANKA and
others Is fn general topography If not
in oinct location tho Son Bins routo
already examined and estimated upon
by the experts of tho Isthmian Canal
Commfailon-

Of the cost of construction by this
route tho promoters prospectus boldly
and blandly says

s the Msndlaco route em 6 nnlractti f

such but th t It ran be Cnlshrd for not
tnnre than llOaOMOOO

A completed canal between Atlantic
ansi Pacific for a round ono hundred
million dollars would indeed be a canal
at a bargain Uut what says the Isth
tniat Canal Commission whoso estl-
xnatcH of probable cost will be received
by the public us more authoritative
and more disinterested than thoso of
tho advocates of particular route
The are the Commlfsionn figures for
a canal and ship tunnel from Mandinga

to Panama Hay
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Gen SKHIIFLUH reputation I such
that he entitled to rc jM ctful hwirinn-
if ho il irc to convince the CommlKHlon
that n cimal sail hlp tunnel tart ho ixm-

Mrudtxi from Mandinga Harbor to Pan-

ama Day for little mom than onothird
of the Coiiiinlniionn tttiiinuto-

iut If Ifii BKUIIKU should siiccr xl-

lO iliiixumtrutliiK that much harder
job remain for him or for llm luwyoiw
of tlm interest which Jut itprtvwnu-
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boon freqtwetly dkowMd in Berlin
newspapers and hare been ba 6d

on assumption that the Franco
Russian League would have to face all
three of tho Central European Powers
These being tho factors of tho problem-
tho solution seemed simple enough on
paper so far as the land fighting was
concerned Italy it was taken for
granted would throw tho whole of her
military force against tho southeastern
flank of Franco which country to pro
tect Itself would need to mass about
onehalf of its army In the same quarter
Under tho circumstances Franco could
place only the remaining half of its
army on the Rhino to resist attack on
tho part of Germany But why it

asked would Germany necessarily
possess n preponderance of force upon
the Rhine Tho answer is that in the
case supposedthe entire military force
of Austria bo available for opera
tions HganTBt Russia and that conse-

quently only a third of the German
Army would bo required for thq same
purpose Thus twothirds of tho Ger-

man strength would be arrayed against
onehalf of tho French on the line of
tho Rhine and unless there were n
marked disparity of skill on the part
of the the result could not
bo

This at all events was the conclusion
reached by Gorman military exports
Now let us see how their reasoning would
bo affected by Italys neutrality As
before Austria would be at liberty to
launch her entire military force against
Russia and It might sUIt bo assumed
that only a third of the German Army
would be needed on tho Vistula Even
so Germany would bo able to marshal
only twothirds of hor military strength
against tho whole of that of France
which lastnamed country would no
longer dread attack on its southeastern
frontier Under these conditions the
latter country would have decidedly-

the bettor chance of success provided
of course the skill of the opposed cent
mnndcrs should bo nbout Thus
far wo have not glanced naval
lIdo of the hypothetical contest Even
tho combined fleets of Germany Aus-

tria and Italy would nt present be unable-
to those of Franco and Russia
and obviously the disparity would be
greater were Italy to proclaim herself
a neutral

The withdrawal of Italy from tho
Triple Alliance however would indi-

cate a belief that the friendship of Franco
and Russia was worth more to her than
that of Germany nnd Austria Such
a belief might lead her to go beyond
a mere declaration of neutrality and be
come nn active partner of tho
Russian League In such an
the whole military force of Italy could
be used against Austria and tho last
named Power would need at least a
of her tinny to defend her
frontier ns was the case In 1800 Only
half of Austrias strength being thus
available for operations against Rus-

sia she would need to ho aided by at
least half of Germanys Germany
therefore could employ only

soldiers on the Rhino to
entire French Army Under tho cir-

cumstances Germans would be un-

able to defend the Rhine unless Indri
their General were a man of great mil-
itary talent and opposed to nn incom-

petent French commander There In

no reason to Piipposo tIt the Germans
now pow n FIIKDEIIICK tho Great

that tim French would allow a Prince
K SoflHHK to load them to a Mcond

defeat at ItoMwich

We luive tunas far iiKHtiiiipd that
iwrt Italy might take Austria

the
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would remain faithful to Germany
host is by no menus rtrtain It might
IM docmnd prudent nt Vienna to
lain u neutrality In that ovnnl
Germany would bo left ontlrcly Isolated
nnd would in iinwinrnt danger o-
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es arydiscrepa etea between per
post of jaainUnanco at different
hospitals is careleia in the admission
of patients and It duplicates admin
istratlve executive powers Before
tho establishment of tho present syctcm
in 1890 the cost of a bed inthese instltu
ions ran up to 3000 and 13000
better accommodations are now
at less than 500 ptr capita
could be reducedstill further wore the
administration bent on economy alone

In the opinion of tho State Charities
Aid Association however tho present
amount per capita is too small rather
titan too large for tho most scientific
treatment of the insane Vie faults in
grouping the population of the hospitals-
is largely due to the very policy of econ-
omy tho Governor advocates
and it would be aggravated by further
parsimony The difference in tho cost
of per capita maintenance in different
Institutions is not a question of man-
agement but of local conditions It is
oqviously impossible to administer a
small Institution at the same per capita
cost as a large one The average cost
of caring for the insane in State insti-
tutions has decreased from 21012 in
1893 to 16770 in 1601 and without serious
injury to their Interests this average
cannot be further reduced In the opinion-
of the State Charities Board There is
also a wide difference of opinion be-

tween the Governor and this same
board as to tho amount of waste space
in these Institutions tho latter alleging
that they are now sadly overcrowded
There are moreover existing statutes
that furnish sufficient safeguards against
tho careless admission of patients As
to the duplication of administrative
powers the answer made is that there
has been a gTadunl transfer of au-

thority from the boards of managers-
to tho State Commission in Lunacy
and that this commission now has com-

plete control of tho purse strings
Plainly there Is no popular demand

for the abolition of these of
managers They alone
tho administration of hospitals that
personal interest in tho welfare of tho
insane patients that Is essential for tho
prevention of abuses If there has been
Incompetence in some of the boards
the Governor has the remedy in his
own hands He can replace tho

by appointing competent men
In our oplnloh a more careful considera-
tion of tho Rogers bill should convince
those who have advocated these sweep-
ing in tho management of our

and reformatory in-

stitutions that n centralization of au-
thority and tho abolition of the present

of managers would be not only
but unwise

The Growing South
In the matter of increase of population

in the different K rtlons of this coun-
try the inevitable has como and it is
welcome Tho South Is reported by
tho Director of the Census to have shown
during the last decade relatively a
greater rate of increase In population
titan either the North or the West

The awakening of Southern cnorgy
the restoration of Belfconfldenrxs mind

the stimulation of ambition and tho
consequent of Industry have
at last brought the South to its own

fertile anti resourceful jwrtion of the
Union The country rejolros that the
Koiilh IK M sharing In tho national

Honoring nn At ierlr n Ktplorcr
The Council of this Aiimnciiii

graphical Society haw awarded I he ulluni
Modal to Ir A DOXAMIHON SMITH of j
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Itudolf to the Nile Tide honor wits
I won by lung Journeys of discovery whioh-

Mong among this moot
lni ortaiit exploration of tint African
continent

Time first Journey corned on In iTOlttl
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to care for it Those who have
the new charge are morally

to provide for tho childs
tcctlon and maintenance

Oen WOOD maintains and his post
can hardly be seriously disputed

ready to give us dollar
for in any reciprocity arrange
racnt we may adopt Even if she could
not Uo this tho Platt amendment pro
posed by us and accepted by Cuba 1m

poses a definite moral obligation upon
us in the matter

Tho total amount of sugar produced
within our limits is now only oneflftl
of our consumption-

In the Tunnel
The testimony at tho Coroners in-

quest into the Park avenue tunnel dis
aster showed by tho statements of tho
responsible officials of the road them-
selves that tho fog and smoko in the
tunnel frequently obscured tho signal
lights there so that it was by no moans
an uncommon occurrence that tho en-

gineers had to run practicallywild that
there was no rule checking the speed
of trains that engineers were allowed-
to make up lost line there at their
will and that in fact engineers who
did not make up lost time are liable
to be put at running gravel trains that
within a month six reports had been
handed to tho officials of tho road that
requisite warnings from the explosion
of torpedoes in tho tunnel had not
been given and that time and again
engineers had been known actually-
to run past tho red danger signals
even when they wero visible Supt
FIUJCKUN the track manager of the
line through tho Park avenue tunnel
admitted that the only warning an en-

gineer had in a tunnel fog as ho np
proached tho danger signal was what
ho got from tho feel of tho road and
that this was something which could
only come from long experience and
it was also shown that WISHER who
operated the engine which caused the
disaster had never before taken a pan
scnger train through tho tunnel

Tho question of just what changes in
tho tunnel system are necessary to
produce safety is still debatable but the
chnngo that woud make engineer stop
running past danger signals should bo
adopted without debate

Commissioner JoNEs of Indian Affairs
must have barbers blood In hIs veins HI
latest order compelling all main Indians-
In the United Htnte to have and hair
haIr cut present n mild form of scalping
which la well calculated to astonish the
civilized aborigine are thoxo In
the United States who believe wo
robbed the Indians of their lands
now when therp are no more land to tako
from them Mr JONES proposes to go for
their hair

But whore comes In the personal liberty
of time Hubject or thin allembracing freo
dom of our country whet even the wind

bo shorn of the privilege of capering
through tho dark tresses of our rcdNklnneU
football players And observe the truly
Christian method which he suggests for
the enforcement of tho use of his almighty
scissor He would withhold supplier
from the recalcitrant Indian who might

longevity of tho Republican party require
tho removal of donkeys front oflloe Turn j

thu outl

An IndinnapolU Inventor who I too
to allow his asia to published
that Im U about to MirpriM tlm

world First by nn np anttiiN whenliy a
wrMii UlkliiK Into a fon w-

Sld won by the to whom he U-

mll iiic though oontlnentH dlvldn them
rnotiMl by an apparatus whereby fours
gold ran separated for alinont nothing
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from kurromidlng HUlwIannti 1lietwi
vle N may l etivllcnt In their way but ai-

eiM dant world ran never IM truly happy
until ctmimlwr Mitnlilnn U for li-
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CARVINGS GO

Sold InJTwo Days nave Breach
Over eVOO

A gems let In a cloud that WM tbo first
of tho old Japanese wood carving was
by Mr Kirby at the American Art Galleries
yesterday afternoon at the second days

Mr Matauklg collection of carv-
Ingg One of the artist of the Island King
dom of tIme close of the seventeenth cen-
tury had conceived of a precious tone bin
bedded in the beautiful vaporous forms
of the skies and carved out hU conception
In hU best art of expression using Ills knife
and a piece of oak His production went
for a song boeauae It happened to bo tho
first thing on the days catalogue but the
echoes of lint song resounded tauntingly
In no many earn that for the rest of the day
prices were sent up well above those which
ruled KO satisfactorily to bidders the day
before

There was a little wasp mar
vellously of a threeinch block
of wood promptly sent up to
too Hnowoovorod bamboo leaves and
branches colored in reposeful gray and
green plum blossoms and pine trees lotus
pod a hermit holding a dragon helpless
under his maglo power these were among
the carved and painted productions for
which mon and women well known bid
freely that they might secure the novelties-
of an unfamiliar art which appealed

was a dog Foo in tho
twelfth century to loner
shrine of a temple and a heron on

of the creature in the perception of the
curious insular Oriental w-

an anclont
carved about the 1000 to the
collector and a rich carving of peonies In
bloom made brilliant
time had subdued in perhaps
but had enhanced In tone And
bought 13317 worth of these works mak

more than W00 worth purchased In
two with a third afternoons cata-
logue to be Hold today

A of old cAndlo in the
form of chrysanthemums In flower In
carved and in carved
shakudo and silver told for
I2SO A palace door of Batfuma cedar
brought 11760 It was low than a yard

and little above feet In
A similar door painted with a stork standing
beneath a Instead of In peonies
nnd birds as the first one was sold at 15-
5ThU ono dated It was said from about tho
middle of tho sixteenth and was
by the artist TOMB Another palace door
not so old hut pict-
uring a tiger straight for tho spec
tator out of a bamboo jungle was sent up to

rosriiiMois FAMK ran CIUIK
Name of the Donor of a Fund for I Mr Nor

weclati hospital llevealed at I il-

Tlio nutliorlllort of the Norwegian Luth-
eran DeooonnwieA Home and Hospital
at Fortyalxth street and Fourth avenue
Brooklyn have jut learned the Identity
of one of the institution benefactors who
gave thorn 01000 In trust fifteen years
ago He was the lato Alfred Corning
lark who tiled April II ISM Frederick

Hll crt attended to the matter
for Mr Clark disclosed the Identity of the
donor and turned over the principal

For Mr Itournn had been
sending tho quarterly Interest 059 unony-
tnouly according to the reouool of the
benefactor who told Mr Bourne not to
nato him until such time OA ho should see
fit Tho fund hereafter will ho known n-

llm Memorial Fund In
honor of Norwegian o ern who
died In IBM wax an intimate friend
of Mr Clark Hkouganrdtfaverinl was
greatly Interested in the welfare uf the

mimi with Christian lion
formerly Norwegian to this

Mrx lIons cotitrllmtixi largely to
the lio ilt ln tOrt It was
this work of lute friend that Alfred Corning
lArk left the 0100-

0KMHESS CHAI HHOHKX

florida jlllor Mlio hail rroniahle Nelieme-
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North Carolina wo brought to Jack-
sonville last night arrest hy postal
autliorlllee UH charge of fraudulent
UMI of lIst mall He hail a solicits of offer
log bloyolm or gold watches fur twenty
tin cuKili uitMtrlpU at II iufi offering
also In Kivmvurli agent employment liy tbo
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STRING TO THE FRENCI
OFFEH-

IntereiUnc Statement From M Ilunat-
Vartlla About the gtocknolden Action
10 TUB EniTOii oi BoxSir While

thanking you for your mot oourteou edt
torlol article about the letter published In
Mat of Deo it I leave to correct my
irlf In order to avoid city misinterpretation
of what I Intended to ay In that letter and
which might make doubtful the flrmncw of
the offer mado by the Panama Canal Corn

The meeting of shareholders on Dee 31
given to the board ample power to reopen
negotiatIons and to nit a firm offer based on
the report of tho luthmlnn Canal Commission

price resulting from the negotiations
having to be ratified by a new meeting of
shareholder

In my open letter of Dec 23 to the Presi-
dent of the Panama Company I urged the
board not to enter Into any negotiations but
to nit Immediately their price 1 further
suggested to call a new meeting to approve
this price It 1 obvious that such a meeting
had not to be called In cue the board should
bind themselves to accept tho valuation of

Isthmian Canal Commission n the price
to be proposed to the Untied States In that
case It became evident that the ratification
rncitlsr a matter of mere formality
which coilrt he accomplished whenever the

the solution given to the ques-
tion according to one of the alternate I

I add that In order to
the board took the precaution to

definitively to informal of the
where they agreed by

mutual contract not to sell
three months In order to support the board in

ratification meeting maintain the

definitive adoption of
the which I really
fit to serve the Interests world rind
where I hope the two great republic Stud
n third of to the
two historical ones the War of Inde-
pendence and the cealon of Louisiana

VAnilLa

Human Nature and 1oitaie Stanipi
To vita EniTon or Tns Bux Sir Here

Is somethIng that strikes me a curlou
study For a long time we have been mak
ing a business proposition to business firm
all over the country enclosing stamps for
reply Our Inquiry related to something

had to and not to anything we wanted
to buy

I fund that If we used a stamped Govern-
ment envelope It Is to assume that of
moo sent for return postage Si or M will be
answered If we enclose an envelope to
which we have attached a stamp about
60 In 100 will answer If we put a stamp In
loose hardly o will answer

ThIs shows that It I easy to confiscate
loose stamp that It I some bother to

steam the attached ono and so get It off but
n good many seem to do this and finally
that when you mall an envelope printed with
your address and the stamp printed on It they
CAnnot gather In the stamp and a a rule
will send you a reply

Of course If we wanted to buy we would
simply enclose a printed envelopo with no
stamp and every mother son will come back
l y return mall And thl I the difference
between selling and buying My advice

always use Government envelopes They
ere better every way RADIX

NEW Volts Jan 1-

0Atseinblman Se moor and tbe Automo
till Isl

To TUB Emma or Tim Scs Sir A letter
signed by David Provost appears In your
Issue this morning criticising my alleged
remarks on Ketmtor Cock Automobile bill

This gentleman who advocates In his
letter n shotgun policy of enforcing laws
met me the other day In one of the corridors-
or lobby of the Capitol a I was going home
and attempted to start n conversation about
a bill which I told him I hud not and
did not know the provisions of but that If It
was the bill Cock advo-
cated last year I should oppose It I did
then and the namn-
BttltudK as It had failed f I did riot
Kay nor Imply that I represented auto

or U nor I
other excwpl those of th

central
His persisting In talking shout the

tastier l paying Hint It was
fur his to I

streets and that I laughingly advised huts
tu keel his children surest Hlilch
1 rood advic If Im had tent to
Ins for a rarrful of the
ltnnn of the hill at tIp proper hue amid
ila e I would have taken In coing-

r it tilth iii told iilm my
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hOW DIAMONDS BREAK

It Happen Very Seldom sid Only When
They Fall Juit Iiliht

from ou r s CovrttrJournal
Secretary Hurry IullUm of the

Ilasebitll Club who been In thla city on
a visit for porno time smashed and utterly
destroyed a 1100 diamond at the Loul vill
Hotel yesterday morning It such an
accident a will not happen to a diamond
once In ten thousand times no Mr Iulllsifl
feels that It 1 outrageous fortune with a
vengeance

Anywhere but In Louisville he sold It
wouldnt have happcnedold hardlurk
Louisville and he thought of the erstxvhlls
Colonels long years of struggling In th
National League against the baseball demon
of Ill luck The stone won set In a ring which
had been given him by this members of tt-
1lttsburg team lust tall It wa of the fiery
whlto variety and for site n little
than two carats wa unusually valuable
and handsome The gold clown which held
the ring in place were heavy and one would

stone niupl
protection any Injury It

a tall Mr wa bathing nt

water and the ring was still on his
lie started to off and had withdrawn-
It from hi finger when and fell
from hi the marble floor this
bathroom It happened to strike ut the

necessary cause Its destruction
However would not have
It In the least were It not for the fact that the

warm and the warble floor w cold
Tho conditions were just such

an accident the stone falling on this
fatal point was shattered and ruined It
wa two as evenly as a lapidary
had done the work umier was
still held In place the gold claws whine

lower against the base of

Kendrick who saw the ring after
the accident he hnd In whole
experience as a heard of three such
cases that such accidents to diamonds
were generally rare

a Ix ulavle
woman broke a largo diamond In Identically
the same manner She was
hands warm water and let her ring fall
on a cold surface of some kind Some years

I saw another case of tie kind

took a atone valued at about
to show some of

friend It clipped Tram hands and fell
to the was literally shat-
tered Mr could have that
diamond his with a hammer a hundred
time and wouldnt have made Impres-
sion upon It A skilled lapidary can take a

jmt nt the right temperature to imaih-

Aiylum Nurses Ware
To visa EDITOR or Tax Bvx Slrt A a

reader of TUB SUM and the clause In the
headed At Odds With the Governor

referring to the wages of the aura and
attendants which are quoted being fairly
BatUfartoryI would ask your definition of
the term fairly satisfactory If you com-

pare thn services rendered the State by
wild nurses and attendants with others no-

ticeably the guards and keeper In the State
prisons and reformatories and notice the
difference In the salaries or wages of each
what Is the proportion The duties of the
ono arv n onerous other with
the difference of dealing wltb a sane or an
Irnnno person

With sum in fa s of the
keepers ore allowed mentis and went on of

With thn insane the attendants
art held responsible for Injury that may
occur to n they are
told should be offered It In tie
fence of tbe to bear

contempt and Ignominy of nil kInds
Their time t states nt tIme Tb
tire constantly In danger The

Is espe-
cially In the rAM of those who are

And when the lovernor advocated n
fairer remuneration for them the one In
years to nolle these sam nur e and attend
lints he coils forth n of criticism from

who have lived on the tilt of
the land at the States

Is not time his nurses and attendants
should u

iliuniGTowv Jan n ONE or MAST

niihop Potters Bpeeeh
To vita EDITUII or THS f rj Sir I

privilege of hearing Illnhoi Iotter address
totlin graduate clubs of Columbia University
in Tuesday last so that I was much Inter
psted In rending your editorial on the

III yinterdays l ue It appears thnt
your judgment was baced on a fragmentul
report of the address no on of

understood the Bishops
ttinurks a nn attack on our limlltullons for
lh relief of the suffering tlm oor The

retort might d leer that con-
struction so well known IN canner
lion with and In such In

work us of M luke
iiltul of the of the recently
formed onrd of iirliltrntion and
irgamritlons too iiumerou to mention that
t it for me to umlerttitnd how you
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