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SOME NEW BOOKS.

tiAfe In Switzeriand.

In the “Our European Neighbors,® series
published by the Putnams, there is no more
useful or attractive volume than that en-
t'tled Swiss Life in Town and Country,
by ALFRED THOMAS STORY What was
soarcely to be expected in a book of a popu-
lar oharacter, the account of the political
system of Switzerland, whether federal
or eantonal. 1s, though concise, as accurate
and adequate as will be found in elaborate
works which treat the subject from tbe
viewpoint of political science. Of positive

value, also, to the soclologist are the chap- .

ters which deal with public education and
with the national Industries, including
the culture of the vine. The chapter on
the military system deserves to be read
with partieular attention in the United
Kingdom and in the United Btates. The
specifio purpose of the series, which Is to
make us acq uainted with the character and
with the domestic and social life of the
peoples chosen for portrayal, is carried
out In the chapters on “Switzerland and
the Swiss,” on “Life and Work in the Alps,”
on *Cantonal Life and Character,” on “Swiss
Women and Swiss Homes,” on *Swiss Chil-
dren,” on “Raligious Life and Influences”
and on *Popular Festivals,” to which are
added some illustrations of Bwiss types.
In the present notice we shall pass over
what the author has to tell us about the
Bwiss political organization, because we
have lately had occasion to review sev-
eoral books devoted to the subject. We
shall here limit ourselves to topics which
are less familiar to the general reader.
How does it happen that German and
French are the principal tongues spoken
by the Swiss? The author reminds us
that in Cessar's time, and for some three
or four centuries afterward, the oountry
which we now ocall Bwitzerland was in-
habited chiefly by two Celtio tribes known
as the Rhetil and the Helvetil. There
s no doubt that, in process of time, they

erland, although #t has but three
of inhabitants, possesses six, besides a mag-
nificent Federal Polytechnique at Zurjch.
Basel is the only university that may
be called ancient, having been founded In
1460; the other five are all of modern erection.
The University. of. Freibutg occupies from
one point of view a unique position, being
under the patronage of the Pope rather
than under that of the Federal Government.
It is a testimony to the excellence of Bwiss

universitiea that about a half of the stu- |

in them and in the Zurich Polytech-
nique are foreigners. Among these, Rus-
sians are most numerous. It is a fact to
the credit of the Swiss that they were the
first to open the doors of their universities
to women.
| Although Switzerland is one of the poorest
' countries lu Europe as regards natural
resources, the nhabitants are among the
“best off,” materially and socially, of Conti-
nental peoples. There is work and fair
pay for all who are willing to work. The
importance of the Swiss watch making
industry is still considerable, although
i‘of late years it has been injured to gome
extent by American and English competi-
tion. To say nothing of the product of
Geneva, we are told by our author that the
| annual output of watches from the canton
{ of NeuchAtel, amounts to something like
| 800,000. In wood carving some 25000 per-
sons were engaged a few years ago, and the
number is believed to have since largely
increased. What watch and clock making

denta

are to west Switzerland, the silk and cotton |
| industries are to the eastern cantons. |

Though the silk manufacture of Zurich is
not now what it once was, it still occupies
many thousands of hands in the city and
in the neighborhood. The Canton of St
Gall may be said to be the headquarters
of the Swiss cotton industry, as well as of
the allied one of embroidery, which occu-
ples a multitude of female workers. No
fewer than fifty thousand persons are said
to be engaged in embroidery in the cantons
of St. Gall and Appenzell and in parts of
Zurich. The manufacture of woolen goods

millions

became more or less Romanized in lan-
i is confined chiefly to the cantons of Glarus,

arts and oustoms. When the Ro-
mpln. however, began to crumble ' Zurich, Berne, Soleure and Baselland; flax

in the west, Holvetla was overrun by hordes | #pininng centres mainly in Berne. Among
of Alemanni and Burgundians, who thence- | minor industries may be mentioned the
forward were the permanent ocoupiers manufacture of machinery in Winterthur,
of the land. The former seem to have been | the shoemaking of Soleure, the condensed
the sturdier people, and it was probably milk industry of Vaud and the manufacture
they who gave the tougher elements to the | of tobacco and cigars from the native-
oharacter which in medimval and modern | grown plant in Vaud and Aargau.

times is associated with the Swiss. They If Swiss wines are little known outslde
preserved their ancient Teutonio tongue, | of Switzerland, it I8 because they fall to
whereas the Burgundlans, a milder race, | supply the needs of the Swiss. Fifteen
adopted the language of the conquered 'to sixteen million gallons are annually
people. Thus It came to pass that we  {mported. Nevertheless, the average ane
now have German-speaking ard French- nual production of wine in Switzerland

ing of others. It seems that in Switserland
the hours of school-going are relatively
early. Seven o'clock in summer and 8 in
winter is the usual time for reaching the
clans room. As & rule the business of the

than it does in England or the United States.
The pale faces and shrunken forms ob-
served in so many Swiss children ave, no
doubt, due partly to the drudgery which
is imposed upon them out of school hours,
but should be partly attributed to the fact
that the houses of the peasantry, though
pleturesque to look at, are far from being
all that could be wished from a sanitary
point of view,

The 8wiss milltary system is, in one re-
spect at least, unique, The British army
costs over *500 per man per annum; the
Russian a..ay, about $115, but the Swise
army, only 835 per man. The Swise were
the first nation in Eurgpe to introduce uni-
versal liability to military service. By an
article of the Federal Constitution every
male Swiss is liable to military service;
the aw fixes the liability between the ages
of 17 and 55. Long before he has reached
the age of 17, however, the Swiss boy has,
as a rule, learned to march, to perform
manual exercises and to go through much
of the military drill; all these things are
taught In the school playground. The
Federal foroes are distributed in three di-
visions, named respectively the Eiite, the
First Reserve and the Second Reserve.
In the Eite all young men from the age
of 20 to 32 are liable to serve.
At the age Jast named a man passes into
the First Reserve, to which he belongs until
he is 44 To the Sccond Reserve
are assigned all those from the age of
17 to 50, who are not incorporated In
the Eite or in the First Reserve. Even
men over 60 years of age are not exempt,
{f they are capable of service. The only per-
sons relieved from the liability are mem-
bors of the Federal Council, some of the
members of the Federal Tribunal, doctors,
and officials connected with hospitals,
prisons and the postal and telegraph offices.
All the brothers in a family are liable to
serve, and there is no exemption on the
ground that a family is dependent on a man
for support. On the other hand, no one
{s enrolled, if he is under five feet one and
a half inches in height, unless by reason
of special qualifications he is deemed eli-
gibla for particular branches of military
work, Those who pass muster constitute
a little over sixty per cent. of the entire
manhood of the country. In & recent vear
the levy produced 117,179 men for the Elite,
and 84,048 men for the Firet Reserve. There
is no picking and choosing in the Swiss
military service. That s to say, & recruit

ing cantons, or rather districts, for | amounts to nearly a million and a half
the dividing line does not always coincide | hectolitres. About 1.6 per cent. of tha soil |
with cantonal boundaries. The German | under cultivation in Switzerland is devoted |
language is spoken in the middle, the north | to the culture of the grapa. The only can-
and east of Switzerland. French is spoken | tons in which the vine is not cultivated
in Neuchatel, Vaud, Geneva and lower | to some extent are those of Schwyz, Ap- |
Valafs, in the greater part of the canton | penzell and Unterwalden. Vaud is, per-
of Frelburg and in the Bernese Jura. Ger- | haps, the most noted for its vine culture,
man and French, however, are not the | its connection with the industry being of
only tongues spoken by the Swiss. In  very ancient date. From Visp in Valals
the canton of Tessin, or Tioino, ltalian is ' to Montreux and Geneva, the wine chiefly |
spoken; while in parts of the Girisons another : produced is white. White wine is grown
offshoot of the ancient Latin tongue, called | very largely, too, on the shores of Lake
the Romansoh, is spoken. According to ' NeuchAtel and around Lake Viel, although
the most recent estimates 713 per cent. | these districts yleld a good red wine as well.
of the people speak German; 214 per ' White wines are also produced at the north-
cent. speak French; 5.6 per cent. speak | arn end of the Lake of Coustance, along
Ttalian and 1.4 per cent. Romansch; the | the Rhine Valley from the mouth of the
remaining 0.3 per cent. epeaking other | Aar as far as Basel, and on hoth sides of |
Although Romansch is con- | the Lake of Zurich. The districts most
fined to the Grisons, several newspapers | potable for red wines are the vine lands
are printed in that language. Romansch, | of Schaffhausen, and the contiguous wine-
as we have sald, is one of those vernaculars | growing sections of Zurich and Thurgau.
which, after the disruption of the Roman Tegsin, or Ticino, produces a good red
Empire became gradually differentiated wine, but the Italian canton has suf-
from the Latin. It was at one time the fared from the introduction of American
common speech of the old Roman province | gtocks.
of Rheetia, which included the districts | ()f cereal producs there I8 comparatively
where it is now spoken, the Tyrol and the | jittle in Switzerland, but what the Swiss
contiguous parts of Switzerland and South ‘ farmer misses in tRis direction he makos
Germany. up for in cattle-breeding and cheeso-mak-

cannot select this or that arm, or this or
that regiment, because it is more respec-
table or more fashionable than another.
As a rule, each man is placed where he will
tell to the best advantage. Thus a civil
engineer becomes a military engineer; a
civil veterinary su'geon is put into the
cavalry or artillery; while a butcher or
baker I8 drafted into the commissariat de-
partment, There |s one exception tu the
rule that a recruit eannot choose the branch
of the service into which he will enter. He
may elect to join a cavalry regiment. This
latitude is granted because, under certain
conditions, the cavulry soldier has to pro-
vide and keep his own horse. We add
that, the system being *“territorial,” every
man serves in the divieion or regiment
belonging to his own distriot. There are
eight territorial divisions, each furmishing
one complte infantry division.

The year's recruits, as soon as they join,
are sent to one of eight military schools,
wheee - they undergo six weeks' training.
Afterward they are only required to go
up for eixteen days' training every two
vears. Each year, however, every one
belonging to the army is expected to do
a ocrtain amount of practice with the rifle
to keep his hand in, and every commune

Taken as a whole, the Swiss are a strong | jng. Well known is the importance of
and healthy race of men, but, as {8 well Lo cheesa manufacture carried on in the
known, goitre and cretinism are very prev- | Gryya-o district and in the Emmenthal
alent in some parts of the country, though | and neighboring wvales. The amount of |
not to the alarming extent which was for- | choese produced from the milk of the finest |
merly the case. CGoitre is more common |  we will average, we are told, as much as
Srcag the wome, s smone, e mn. | i hunaredvelltp o nfour o
w’" rare to see a woman who did not‘bmr | 1t would be hard to exaggerate the arduous-

. ness of the life of the Alnine herdsman,
the marks of the malady in the form of a | Only g TR
nly men in the most robust heal'h can
swelled neck. Though the swelling is \d it. A very large proportion of the
elsewhers regarded as a great disfigure- ah ' Y el s -
den | herdsmen are kill:d off before their time
ment {t was looked upon in the Valais as a | by the rigors of their callir
beauty trait, and those who did not have it | g y i st e And
were laughed at as being “goose-neckad. ™ | oM W19 m:) s O:‘l -'an_:n’; ;;,. -,‘m
Cretinism, or idiooy, seems, like goitre l;‘)’:”‘.m” el bl el gl =
gy wriand and in tho forest cantons gon-
to be decreasing. Frequent intermarriage | erally, many old-world customs survive
in the same family is believed to ba the ', " N ad ohiafly in Entles
) ne of these, observed chiefly in Entle
most friuitful cause of cretiniam, but our | o 2r 4 Obwald, is koown as the Killgan
author thinks that intemperance is partly S i Sttt e
| this was a custom of nocturnal wooing,
chargeablo with the discase. Aside from y A ;

: which is now generally moifled in some of
their lability to these sccurges, the Swiss, | ; bjectionable featur 5 sean
as we have said, are robust and healthy, | ‘: more o ¢ ,l:” il “ ‘. N,'- En ‘ln\
Thoes engaged in agriculture are es cial'l that in m;uny of tha villages o lho_ sntle,

pe . g
and the Emme the yvounger male inhabi-
well built and tough. The average length | . ¢ kind of vigilance committe
of life is 40.8 years, and the proportion of | WL EOMT) & RIS OF. VAEAAN0 DORNC e
males to females is 40 per cent. to 51, !

To the cause of popular education the |
Bwiss are passionately devoted. The pub-
o contributions and the private gifts
allotted to this purpose by an otherwise
thrifty, not to say close-fisted, race, may

»

be T‘f;’;::::i:(:ﬁdl;:l‘::::(:?:’og\l:r;}g‘: | Our m;m-,r tells :- :.hu. so far as his
of education Is very high, and it is a re- lobcer\nt on goes, Swiss v ..'nwn nnw‘ of
markable feature of the system of public ‘ mmﬂum lwif‘h!, stoutly built and |t:aln
instruction that it aima to enable the pupils ;Mh" th:n hml.‘lmln:.-‘. Tl” mmﬂ‘”" "'.'.'ly
to earn a livellhood. Thore are few if any | ew can the latter r",nt et be nl"l' e e
oountries 1o the world in which there are | $°1€™8! plainness of the type is attributed
#0 many men and women capabls of turning to the grinding life led by Swiss women
their hands to profitable production. Al- in.lhe past. Even now, for "']f but the
most all have at their fingers' ends some fnlrly afﬂua-m'. a woman's 'fe is ono of
handicraft whereby in case of need they | continuous toil, often descending to day-
oan earn their bread. The present system | '0n& drudgery. Not only have wvomen
of education dates from 1874. According | @ care of the house and of the ciildren,
to an article of the Fedoral Constitution, | but Wicy are also expected to aid In the
adopted In that year, primary instruction | bread-winning by carrying on some spe-
must be “sufficient, obligatory, gratuitous | ¢ial handicraft, such as lace-makiig, em-
and unsectarian.” The execution of the A broidery or weaving. We learn from Mr
law, however, is delegated to the several ;Nmy that next to their plainness what
oantons, The result is that while 12 is ;ullxlu-ﬂ & newcomer most in associating
fixed by the Federal law as the mininum with Swiss women of the better class is
Himit of age at whioh a child can be with- | their intellectuality. They can, as a rule,
drawn from school, in some cantons this | talk intelligently, not only on politics,
NUmit is raised to 14, 15 and even 16. The | but on matter of more general interest
first school vear also varies from 6 to | —literature, eclence and education No
7 in different cantons. Moieover, the ! country in the world produces better gov-
subjects taught differ greatly, As regards | ernesses than Switzerland; the best are
physical culture, it should be noted that | supposcd to come from Geneva, Lausanuo
of the 5,232 sochools possessed by Switzer- | and Zurich
land, 1,000 give lossons in gymnastics all | Our author says that he cannot recall
the year round, while 3,412 give them during : a single instance of impolitencss on the
a part of the year. Manual work, in the ' Part ol a Swiss boy or girl, In town and
form of cutting out, is compulsory for girls | country alike the children mect one with
in most of the cantons. We add that, | & frank, ingenuous look, and often with
although education is made unsectarian | & bright, sunny smile, Though they are
by the Federa! Constitution, the schools | Quick to mark a stranger and to note what
teachers In many communes within the ‘ meerns to them his outlandish garb, tay
Catholic cantons are members of religious | are rarely guilty of any rudeness, eitler
associations, and in the eenton of Schiwyz | In speech or manner, In the villages and
tho teaching of the catecnism is obligatory [ on the ocountry roads they seldom puss
for all Catholie children. An attempt ' vou without a courteous Guten Teyg or
to put an end, by means of & rferendum, | Bon Jour, and if you should happen to
to such religious teaching proved unsuc- | luquire the way to some place, they will
ocossful, I not infrequently take consigerable trouble

The stipends of teachers of the primary | to see that you go right. It is aninterest-
schools vary from $%00 to 800 a year, but, | ing fact that one never sees Swiss
where the salary is low, a house and a garden | gathenng unripe fruit. Thouga Sie way-
are provided. The number of secondary | sides are often thickly planted with frait
schools intended to moet the demands for no child is ever seen to take the
higher education is very large. These in- Swiss ¢lil-
olude not only gymuasia, the pupils of which
are fitted for the universities, but also trade unripe fruit ag almost eruninal, It is an
schools, agricultural and technical schools | act, they will tell you, that spoils a possible
and schools of art, Of uuiversities, Swita- l future pleasure for themselves, Lo say noub-

5 v

to preveut the well-to-do girls from being
carried off by outsidera. The village lov-
ers, who belong to this commitiec, are
{ permitted to pay nooturnal visits and clim’
| to the windows of the fair ones undisturbed,
| Curfously enough, this usago has the sanc-
; tion of the pareuts

hharen

trees,
fruit in an unripe condition.
dren are taught to regard the plucking of

| to appoint them,

throughout the country is provided with
a rifle range for that purpose.  The officers
{up to the rank of Major, are nominated
by the cautonal autherities, but, before
they are accepted, they must have satisfind

day begins much earlior in Switzerland |

| the newspapers distinguished for thelr

at
to attend a three days' course of shooting ,
military supervision. l
While, with the few exoeptions above
mentioned, no one is paid In peace time '
for the service he gives the State as a sol- |
dler, he is put to no expense while he is |
under the colors. When he is going up for !
drill, his uniform serves in lieu of a rail-
way ticket. A Swiss soldier is held en-
titled to no pension for the service he ren-
ders his country; but if,while under the col-
ors, he has been so much injured as to be
incapacitated for work, he may claim some
support in case of need. If he is killed, his
family will receive some assistance should
they require it. Apart from the few who
are exempted from service because of their
calling, every male Swiss who, from phy-
sical disqualification, does not perform
military service is subject to an annual
tax in lleu thereof. This, whether he re-
sides in the Confederation or not. The tax
amounts to six francs per man, with the
addition of a franc and a half for every
thousand francs of capital he may possess,
or for every hundred francs of incoms, |
until the taxpayer reaches the age of 32; |
from that age until the age of 44, he pays
one-half as much. We observe, lastly,
that, while the Swiss Army (s pronounced
by military experts an admirable instru-
ment of war, it {8 an instrument forged
and kept in repair at the smallest ex-
pense to the community, whether the cost
in money or the drain entailed upon civio
life be cons'dered. In Switzerland no
man is constrained to spend some of the
best years of his life in garrison.

It seems that in Switzerland the habit of
newspaper reading bas grown enormously
of late years. Half a century ago the Post
Office had to deal with between ten and
eloven milllon newspapers and periodicals
annually. In 1805 the number had grown
to 86,600,000, which, for a population |
of 8,000,000, was a respectable figure. [
During the last six years, however, the |
number has largely increased. In 1%08
there were 1,008 newspapers and serial
publications appearing simultaneously In
Switzerland, and the number has since
been considerably augmented. Of tliese
newspapers 584 are printed In German,
826 in French, 56 in Italian, 8 in Romansch;
the rest are bilingual, or published in other
Furopean languages. The most important
newspapers in the Confederation are: In
French, Le Journal de Genbdre, the Gazetia
de Lausanne; in German, the Basler Nacl-
richten, National Zeitung and the Aligemeine
Schweizer Zeitung of Basel; Der Bund and
the Berner Tagblatt of Berne, the Neue
Zurcher Zeitung and Die Zircher Post of |
Zurich, and the Vaterland of Lucerne. !
The Vaterland is regarded as the special
organ of the Cathollc Conservatives of
German Switzerland, while Der Bund is
the mouthpiece of Radiealism throughout
the German-speaking cantons. In gencral
the Swiss paper not only discharges a
politieal function, but fills for its readers
the place occupled in the United States or
England by the popular magazine. \Wao
are told that its literature is often of a high
order. This might be inferred from the
fact that some of the foremost names in
Swiss literature are ldentified with news-
paper editors and oontributors. Among

purely literary contents the Journal de
Gendve has long ranked among the first. |

In the concluding chapter on “Types and |
Characters®” the author does not fail to
recognize the merits of Alpine guides It
can hardly be said that these men form a

’ class apart, because they are all of peasant |

the Federal military authorities as to their |

fi ness for the rank to which it is proposed
OfMicers of higher rank
than Major hold their commissions from
the Foderal Council
Switzerland nossesses no special military
college like West Point, or Woolwich, or
Sandhurs', but every soldier before he
can become an officer, has to attend the
courses of instruction held at regular in-
tervals in one centre or another
is a school for the training of infantry in-
gtructors.  There are other schools for
other departments, such as, for instance,
ambulance work and for shooting. At
Thun there is a central military college
for the instruction of officers of the general
staff, and ancther for regimental officers.
Here, also, are the principal artillery and
cavalry barracks. It should be noted that
while the infantry, the field artillery, the
cavalry and certain other troops are re-
cruited by the cantons, and are known as
cantonal troops, the engineers, guides,
panitary and administrative officers, and
those in charge of the army train, are en-
rolled by the Confederation. Agaln, arms
are supplied by the Confederation; but
equipments and uniforms are furnished
by the cantons, for which they are after-
| ward reiribursed by the Federal author-
| ities. Even on a peace footing the Swiss
| army {s absolutely complete in every de-
| partment. The medical, commissariat and
| veterinary departments are thoroughly
iorznnirﬂd There is a fitting proportion
of cavalry, artillery, engineers and trans-
[ port,
| full strength, and in readiness for service,
In short, urder the Swiss syetem of ad-
ministration, all the adjuncts for making
the army mobile are in complete order.
There are no supernumerary Generals
| drawing pay in Switzerland.  With the ex-
{ ception of those holding posts on the gen-
eral staff, those performing the function
I of instructors and a few cother officials,
Swiss officers receive pay only during the
short pericd they are called upon for train-
ing. Moreover, no officer rises to a higher
l rank tuan Colonel, unless he be selected
'

for Commander-in=Chicf, when he becomes
a General.  Hence, there is
eral in the Swies Army. *In time of war
I the Commander-in-chief is entitled to re-
ceive $19 a day by way of remuneration,
while the pay of the private soldier is about
19 coert

Since
recognizad
shion
successive Governments to encourage ex-
cllence in markmanship by every means
in their power
Shooting Association), supported by the
Conlederation, is ouly one of many insti-
tutions with the same end in view. Al-
most every colnaune Las s
club, which, with the inter-communal
| and inter-cantonal matches, tends to keep
up a higl dard of rifle shooting. 1t is
Ly continual practice with their rifies that
Lo Swiss prepare theuselves for the de-
fence of Lher country According to our
author, no une can watch their practice at
the Lutls without being struck by the
bigh average excellence of their marke-
manship. by law every Swiss soldier is
compelied to fire thirty-five rounds an-

the 'Swiss have
Importance of

modimval times

Live  IMINeLse

*la

At Basel

origin, and most peasants will on occasion
act as unprofessional guides about their
own mountains. Some are more expert |
however, in this sort of work than others, |
8o become better known, and are
more frequently employed. inthe author's |
opinion all or most of thess men are clar- |
acterized by their large-heartedness. There
is hardly any risk they will not run, scarcely
any exposure they will not endure to save
life or to help those who are in difficuity
or danger. The average native of eaxt
Swtizerland gives cne the impression of
being rough and a little hard, but the guiacs,
rugged though they are in exiernals, car
be as gentle as women. Our avthor would
describe them collectively as “a providenoo
haunting the most perilous places of the
Alps.” MW H

The Origin of the Semitlio Races.

In a large octavo velume of more than
three hundred pages, entitlad A Sketeh of
Semitic Origina (Macmillaus), the author,
Mr. GEORGE AARON BARTON, professor
of Biblical literature and Semitic lang-
uages in Bryn Mawr College, has unders
taken to trace the path trodden by the |
Semites in the journey from savagery to |
civilization, in the ccurse of which the
characteristic features of their social and
religious life were created. Beginning
with an effort to identify the birthplace

| and cradle of the primitive Semites, the

author successively discusses their social
life, the sourcea of their religious idcas
and usages, the transformations which

| these underwent among the Southern and

| Semitio social and religious influence on

Western Semites on the one hand and in
Babylon on the other, the extant survivals
of the primitive Semitio cult, and, final's, |
the gradual evolution of the pure aud lofty
conception of Yahwe or Jehovah. The
book concludes with a brief estimate of

the non-Semitio world. In the present
notice we shall confine ourselves maiily
to noting the conclusions reached in the

{ three chapters which deal with the birth-
! place, the cradle and the social and re-

Every battalion is kept up to its |

| tended that the birthplace of the Semites was

only one Gens |

ing, and it has been the aim of their |

The Tir Fédéral (Federal '

|
|

nually. 1f be does not complete Lis score | inconsistent with the

shooting | of the Semites,is the beliel thatArabia was
|

sequently, we may indicate bricfly the re-
sults of the author's study of the evolu-
tion of Yahwe and of Semitic iufluence
upon non-Semitic peoples

Where did the Semitie race take its rise?
To this geographical question various
answers have been given. It has beon con-

ligious life of the primitive Semites. Sub- '
|
|

the great central tableland of Asia, near the |
sources of the Oxus and the Jaxartes; that
the Semitic emigration from this region
preceded the Aryan or Indo-European,
perhaps under pressure from the latte:
race; and that the Semites first settled in
Mesopotamia and Babylowa, which coun-
tries are consequently regarded as the
ocradle of their civilization. According
to another hypothesis the primitive Semitic
gettlors in Babylonia were etuigrauts from
the lands south and southwest of the Cas-
pian Sea Another theory makes Upper |
Mesopotamia to have becu not only the |
eradle of Semitic civilization, but the actual |
birthplace of the Semites before their
separation from the Hamites, or, at least,
from the Egyptan branch of the latwer
stock,

Opposea to the view that Mesopotamia
was the cradle, if nov also the birthplace

the primeval home. This beliel wasavowed

| by Sprenger as early as 181, and has since |

becn aocepted by Bayvee, by Schrader, by |
De Goeje and by Wrigh i fevor of
this belief are the facts, tirst, that Aralia
is the unly part of the world which has re-
mained exclusively Semitic, and, secondly,
that the process of emigration from Arabia
into Mesopotainia and dSyria bas been often
repeated in histonc titnes

The theory adopted in this vt&l::ne is not 1

Aralia

the cantonal rifie meetings, he is obliged |

{In

| that the

! years ago

| a land where
[ diffienlt 1o cbitain,

L exposure are
| the inhabitants

was the éradle of Semitio olvilization, but
it puta thelr birthplace or carliest dis-
coverable home in North Africa.
based on the assumption of the general
unity of the Hamito-Semitic stock, an
assumption not now seriously questioned.
Starting with this assumption the theory
involves the following postulates, to wit:
that the southern shore of the Maditer-
ranean was the birthplace, or earliest dis-
coverable home of the Hamito-Semitio
race; secondly that, at some time since
the last glaclal epoch (which, according
to Croll, bagan about 240,000 and ended
about 80,000 years ago), but after the germ
of langunges still spoken had begun to de-
velop, the Semites were separated from
their Hamitio brethren, and in their migra-
tions eastward, ultimately reached Arabia,
while the more numerous Hamites, left
behind on the southern shore of the Medi-
terranean, spread themselves gradually

! over the northern part of Aftica. How

long ago these movements began cannot
be ascertained, but if, as Croll says, the
last glacial epoch ended 80,000 vears ago,
much of the period which has since elapsed
may have been occupied by the various
movements which have transformed the
Hamito-Semitio family into the nations
known to history. It may be notéd that
this theory is not inconsistent with Hom-
mel's arguments in favor of the Baby-

! lonlan origin of the Egyptian civilization.

If it could be proved that the oldest monu-
ments of Egyptian culture were inspired by
influences from Mesopotamia, it would only
follow that there was a retroactive West-
ern movement from the Tigris-Euphrates
Valloy many thousands of years later than
the original migration of the Semites from
North Africa. That there have heen many
movements of Semites in various directions
in what may be tarmed historical times is
well known.

What, it may be asked, can have induced
the primltive Semites in thelr original
eastward migration to enter and plant
themselves in a country so sterile as is
Arabia? Mr» Barton suggests that their
migration probably occurred so long ago
that the Nile Valley had not then begun to
be cultivated, so that they were not tempted
by the visible fertility of the country to
stop there. Such an inference may be
drawn, he thinks, from the fact that the
language of the earliest monuments of
Egypt Is so different from the Semitic.
our author's opinion, the Hamitic
Egvptians must have come into the Nils
Valley and developed there their civiliza-
tion long after the Semites had passed on
into Arabia; we repeat that this concluslon
is not fnconsigtant with the hypothesis of a
later backward wave of Semitic migration
from Arabia Into Egypt after the last-
pamed country had been occupled by
Hamites. Returning to the question, what
induced the primitive Semitic emigrants
to settle in Arabia, we should bear in mind
that, according to Wallace, the large tree-
less tracts of desert in Western Asia were
once covered with aboriginal forests,which

| this . point Mr.

were destroved by the multitudinous camels |

and goats, and that the loss became per-
manent on account of the absence of irriga-
tion. Our author thinks, however, that
the extirpation of Arabian forests, If they
ever existed, must have occurred at a very
remote period, and he deems it unlikely
Semitia migration can be placed
far enough back to render the existence of
guch forests an allurement. He prefers to
believe that the Semitic emigrants froin
North Africa. stopped in
because they found there physical con-
ditions which reminded them strongly of
thair original home, namely, oases peopled
with the date-palm, a tree which in pre-
historie times was indigenous from the
Canaries to the Punjab, and has at all
titnes played an economie part of vast im-

| portance in Semitie life,

How long ago tho Semites anterad Arabla
oan be only guessad. On the one hand,
indeed, It can be shown on philological
gronads that their migration from their

origiral North African home must have
taken place after the main skeleton of
Hamito-Semitic verbal formation . was

Arabia simply

formed, and several of their numerals bod |

been developod. On the other hand, it

must have been a considerable time after
the change in the contour of the continent

! had interrupted the land-passage by way

of Gibraitar and by wav «f Tunis and Sieily,
and had thue soparated the members of
the Mediterranean race resident in Europe
from those resident in Africa. This in-
ference {5 justifid because, while the Rer-
bers are connected with the other Hamitie
races in language, there is no linguistio
connention between them and any member

| of the Mediterranean race resident in Europe

either in ancient or modern times, except
those Arabs and Berbers who migrated
into Spain in the early days of Islam. Now,
there is a general agrecment among geo-
logists that the separation of Europe from
Africa had been completed by the be-
ginning of the last glacial epoch, which,
as we have said, is fixed by Croll at 240,000
Since that date thera has bean
ample time for the two great familles of

‘period the Cansanites, and, last of all, the
Assyrians, branched off. Mcanwhile an
emigration from Arabia had taken a south-
ern direotion. Parting from the moin
body in central Arabla, these last-mentioned
emigrants had first settled on or near tle
southern coast of the peninsula, whence a
band of them subsequently crossed into
Africa and made new homes in Abyssinia.
These movements must each be looked upcn
as processes going on for a considerables

, and, in some cases, as in Mesopo-
tamia and Palestine, the lands Invadel
were subject to a considerable mixture,
not only of foreigners, but of late comers
from Arabia.

It is in the author's second chapter that
the results of his study of primitive S8emitio
social life are presented. These resuits
may be succinetly outlined, The Semites,
perhape asearly as the time of their separa-
tion from the Hamites, had reached the
animistio stage of civillzation, and formed
totemistio clans, Thelr family relations
were exceedingly vague. Marriage wrs
for a short term; women resided in the
homes of thelr own kindred, and descent
was reckoned through the mother. The
killing of female infants created a paucity
of women, which produced a condition of
polyandry resembling the Nair type, under
which a woman may have as many as a
dozan husbands, whom she receives in suo-
cession or as fancy dictates, but who, in
turn, are free to have as many mlistrosses
as they can secure. At the same time there
was among the primitive Semites much
sexual irregularity which was regarded as
innocent. Qut of this irregularity thare
grew, through the formation of emall trad-
ing clans, and the influence of the capture
of women, a system of Thibetan polyandry,
the system in which a group of brothers
share one wife. Still later among the
Semites was evolved the system of maule
kinship and of polvgamy.

Perhaps at the time of thelr separation
from the Hamites, and certalnly at a com-
paratively early date after their settls-
ment in Arablia, the Semites antered upon
a pastoral and semi-agricultural state of
civilization in which the eultivation of the
date palm played a momentous part, Upon
Barton observes: *“The
importance of the date palm for the sus-
tenance and development of Semitio life
can hardly be overestimated. The palm
leaves are to-day plaited Into string mats
and baskets, and the bark is woven inio
ropes. The dates themselves form a stajle
article of Arablan diet, some of the people
having almost no other source of nourish-

ment, they aie exported as far as Damascus
and Bagdad, and in return for them tho
Arabs are able to obtain a few articles from |
the outside world. The date stones are

ground and used for the food of cows, I
sheep and camels; syrup and vinegar are
made from old dates, from which also, by
some who disregard the Koran, a kind |
of brandy

————

posed to be borrowed by one Samitin a0

from another turn out to (. 'ww-w:»u
developments from a common g
goddesa of the primitive tima o=

The seventh chapter of (hix ool & qa.
voted to an account of the 1o 22l
in which the Hebrew proplioty w.. ”“‘_

tagonists, a struggle to evo!ve a rew (4.,
and monotheistic conception of VL
and to distinguish it from the 0
the neighboring Semitic rooph i
come of the long struggle was t. 4. .
entlate Yahwe, not only from the Haul
and clan-cults of the varions o
tribes, but from his own original nate
Many pages relating to this subjes
summed up Ly the author hlmsel’ in 1,
following sentances: “The Vehwa wigy
ancestry we have been tracing was g
Paul would sav, the Yahwe accorcing ty
the flesh; In the age of the Prophets, the
Yahwe according to the Spirlt appeard
in the world. Yahwe at the closa of by
the

al

prophetio perfod-Yahwe one (4
of the world—was, as concelved hv iy
followers, a very different beling from

Yahwe as worshipped by the Heritas and
by Moses. The latter was, as wo lave
ereen, a god of fertility, pleasad with »i0n
rites aam simllar gods of fertility aring
Semites of a llke degree of civilizstlon
were supposed to sanction. He wa,
gross than Baal only beacause a nc:
environment Imposed greater s'm:'l
of life upon'his followers. Yahwa, as ~on.
ceived by the fa''"'/ful In Israel at the <4 ot
the Ex e, was the God of the worl! juss
and righteous himself, and satisflad =ith
nothing less than justice and rightecis-
ness in his followers. The oonoeption of
him then held needed but the broadening
and deepening which waa to come ln part
through the contact of his followers with a
larger world In the succeeding centuries,
and, In part, through the teaching of Jeaus
Christ, to become the ultimate conception
of God for the ages—metaphysically pere
fect, morally perfect, religlously parfect.®

Mr. Barton submits that the resul's to
which his investigations have led shou'd
ba reassuring to the lover of the Old Testa-
ment. Nothing, he thinks, oould show
more conclusively that the moral standards
of the Israelite prophets and thelr oon-
ception of God are utterly unacoounted
for by their environment, “The tendernoy,
shared by the ancestors of the Hebrews,
in common with ctlier Semites, to d iy
the functions whereby physiocal life s jro-
duced, could give no promise, when judged
by the fruits it produced in other p'aces,
of the rich and pure ethical ard religlous
harvests which it bore In Israel. The
primitive conception of physical father-
hood became after Hosea the cornception of
a moral father, with all the high qus'ities
of an unselfish parert, raised to an Infinite
power., The early conception of & delity
who gloried in the processes of reproduc-
tion, however savage!y they might be (n-

is manufactured.” In five, ' dulzed in, was replaced by the corception

our author considers Palg ave's statement | of Yahiwe as a tender and affectionate

not too strong:
the laud, the staff of life and the staple |
of commerce * Mr. Barton adds: *They '
still serve in some parts of Arabla as the
standard of values, as cattle do among
shepherd people. The date palms cast a
dense shade, which, in contrast to the hot
Arablan atmospliere, must be exceedingly
grateful. Furopeans regard dates as n
not altogether pleasing staple of diet;
but in a land which produces so sparingly,
they aro regarded as a divine gift. Aun
Arabic proverb declares that s good house-
wife knows how to set before her husband
a new preparation of date food each day
in the month.”

Our author goes on to show that in manvy
places much thought has to be devoted
to the culture of the date palms in order
to make them grow. In many parts of
the peninsula the soil must be irrigated,
and in some parts water for the purpose
must be conducted coneiderable distances
The female flowers of the date palm must
be artificially impregnated from the male
flowers, unless a male Lree happens to grow
where the winds will naturally carry the
pollen to the female tlowers. This natural
impregriation is now sometimes brought

| about by planting & mala tree in the midst |

of the female ones, but it seems that, even
as late as the early |art of the nineteenth
century, *Welleted observed in the Sinaitic
peninsula an old method, once perhajps
more widely used in Arabia, of fastening a
bunch of the male flowers on a branch ex-
posed to the wind, and so placed that it
would disseminate the poilen over the
flowers to be fertilized. In Mesopotamia
the method which the ancient sculptures
«1test, and which is still employed, was 1o
climb the tree and sprinkle the pollen over
the flowers. This insured the fertilization
of each flower ® Tle part plaved by tl e |
date palm and its culture in the develop
ment of ancieat Semitic life is indicated
in a saving which is attributed to Moham-
med, and is here reproduced. Mchayi-
med is said to have addressed hLis fol-
lowers thus: "Honor your paternal aunt,
tho date palm. It was named our paternal

Hamito-Semitin speech to become differ- | aunt because it was created of what was
entinted as much as they were when the | left from the clay of Adam; and it resem-

Semites branched off, and also for the
Semitic branch to have become indelibly
impressed  with ite characteristic social
organization and religion,

However long ago the migration may
have cecurred, the peculiar conditions of life
which the Arabian desertg and their oases
nave presented for miller nfume are acceptad
in the book Lefore ue as the matrix in which
Semitic character, as it is known to us,
was f(ashiorod. The econditions are thus
summod up by Mr. Barton: *“It [Arabia)
{« a land of barren and voleanio mountains,
of broad stretches of dry, waste, unpr -
ductive s il wide areas of shifting
eand, interrupted by an occasional oasis;
for the most part, water is
where famine is alweys
imminent, where hunger, thirst, heat and
the constant exprwence
The Bedawi are always
underfod they sufter congtantly from hunger
and thirst, and their bodies, thus weakened,
fall an easy prey to disease; they range
the silent desert, almost devoid of life,
where the sun 1= all-powerful by day and
the stars excecdingly brilliant by night.
This envircnment begets in them intensity
of faith of a certain kind, ferocity, exclu-
siveness and imagination. These are all
Semitic characteristics wherever we find
the Semite; and thers can be but little deubt
but that # the land in which theso
traite were ingrained in the raco., Here,
too, the Arabie language, preserved in its
yurity by the barriers which nature inter-
posed against foreign iufluences, thouph
it is by no mewss ldenucal with the primi-
tive Seritic lanpguage, has preserved more
characteristics  of that primitive speech
than any other primitive tongue.”

North Afriea, then, being accepted an
the enrliest hio me of the Semites, and Arabia

and

this

ras the cracle-land of their civilization, the

course of distribution of the Semitic nations
over the lands occupied by them during

the historical poriod, would be treced in
this book as folows: The Northern Semites—
the Babylonians, Arameeans and Canaan-

ites —first parted from their brethren in
Arabia and scttled in Babylonia and neigh-
boring reglons, where they lived together
for a long period. The Aramsans were
the first to weparate from the main body
of these emigrants; at & considerably later

bles mankind because it stands upriglt,
and it distinguishes between its male and
female, and has the peculiarity (among
plante) of impregnating the latter * To
appreciate the importance which the datr=
palm posseseed in the eves of the Semite
we must learn, our author says, “the divina
significance which he attached (o it, the
rcflex of his own social life which he saw
in it, and note how he attributed to it ail
his knowledge, especially the knowledge
of sex and procreation *

In his third chapter the anthor essayvs
to discern the main features of the religion
of the primitive Semitic people. He arrives
at the conclusion that the earliest principal
defties which the Semites had were fominine
deities. Accepting the law that rel glous
institutions are in some nportan! respect s
patterned on the social and political lnsti-
tutions which economic environment rene
ders possible, he expects to find, as he docs
in fact find, that the Semites, as they modi-
fled their environment or moved to a new
one and developed a svstem of male kin-
ship, made masculite instead of feminins
deities the chief objects of their worship, |
He regards it a8 a goneral principle, which
may be safely applied, that those phas s
of Semitic religion which reflect a poly-
androus state of society are more primitive
than any of those which reflect a patyiarchal
The Semitic deities reflecting a patriarchal |
state of society are either of later birth
or are borrowed from foreign peoples or
are formed from a mother goddess by
changing her gengler, but retaining many
of ‘her attributes, As sociely in cons -
quence of changed ernoronment was tra .-
formed from the matriarchal to the pa-
triarchal form such transformations of
deitics actually occurred, as is shown in
the fourth and fifth chapters of this bool
Here and there the old mother goddess
survived in something of her pristine inde-
pendence, preserved by the foroes of re-
ligious conservatism.  Even where trans- |
forr.ations irto a maseuline deity occurvd |
she was often in part retained as the consort 1
and companion of the male deity. In fine, ‘

|

it is by following out the lines of economicsl
and social development that Mr. Barton
throws light upon the problems of Semitic
religion. If this method of investigation

| henotheism,

| lves o back to s xual
L8 o

“Dates are the bread of | husband, who grieved over the lLicontinent

pollution of Israel, the bride of his chofcr—
a husband whose love was the embodi-

! ment of all purity, whose rule demanded

perfrot ethical relations betwean his sons,
and especially between his sons and dangh-
ters, If critical study makes it imposrsible
for us to trace the birth of thise conceptions
back to Abraham or Moses, or to accrunt
for them by the supposition that they de-
scended from heaven amidst the thunders
of Sinal, it nevertheiess emphasizes their
real Inspiration, for {t demonstraies on the
one hand that they first took their shape
on earth in human minds, as all spiritual
oonce ptions must, aud on the other that
there was nothing in their physical and social
environment which adequately explaine
them- that after all, the inspiring touch
of these prophetio hearts by the divine
8pirit is their only real explac.ation.®

I: the firal chapter the opinion ia ex-
pressed that Renan's original hypothesis

| of a primitive Se.nitio tendency to mono=

theiam can no longer te maintained. In
his later work Renan modifled his claim,

" and merely asseited that each Semitlo

tribe had 't own god, at the same time

| not denving the reality of the gods of other

trites.  In our author's opinion this po-
pition was well taken; but the road from
with which Renan credita
Seniitic peoples, to veritable monothelem
lay through a long development in which

tribes were welded into nations, ar- (he
triba) deitiee were formed into polytheist'o
partheons  Summing up the roligious
influence of the Semites on the rest f
the world, Mr. Barton says: “If lu the

religious sphere the Semites have any-
where proved themselves worthy teachers
of the human race, it has not been becelise
they had at the first & clearer concep'ion
of monotheism than otlers had, but he-
cause the circunistances of thelr desardy
and oaeis environment led them In their
religion toemphas ze those functions ! Life
which are most closely connected with the
growth of moral and religions feeling in
the Individval and in the race * No doubt
it wil be distastaful to many to be told
that the beginnings of Semitfo religion,
were conLocived by Semites theme
rolations.  Mr,
Barton reminde us that in primitive Uumes
guch things were thought of and treated
much more innocently than they are now,

as they

! Moreover, the Samite actually hit upon

a fearire of human life which, as sclentifio
invest gation 18 now showing, is even at
the present cay intimately connectad with
religioun fecling, and has had more real
influrnce in developing moral, altistio
and humanitarian feeling in the past than
any other. As Fiske and Drummond
have ponted out, the prolongation of the
period of helpleesneas in infancy and the
nsequent development of maternal love,
feelings of olligatic
are now &eer

1t of which i

have grown,

lie at the root of the moral and reilg' e
progress of the race It is the ess
purport of the book bafore us to de

VOLISCIeT 0N

Semites

strate that “the primitive
ception of his g ddess and her rvice,
to which le attributed the beginnings of
intelligence and civilization, was a rade,

T +

blind way an emphasis of the same a
Considoring the animal passions of } wn
nature, it is little wonder that the jro-

| cwsses of procreation oftern att i i J

| pttention than the ofspring fte ¢ Hut
the interest which sl and
still take, in their ebidres

the fact that such re = W

' deggener ate Even the @1 ~ 1
conceptions of deny cont I
of truth that "G .
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Prophets, who er ted n the suivivie g
nuckeus a lofty and spiriiin« edd.
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