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RELIEF FOR CUBA ASSURED.|:

20 PER CENT. OFF TARIFF
DUTIES TILL DEC. 1, 1908.

The Vots in Honse Republican Caucus S8
te Si-—-Special Rule Wil Preveat
General Tarllf Discussion, and Rellef
Measure Will Be Passed Witheut Ald
of Demecratic Votes—Most Stubborn
Contest Ever Fought Out ia Caucus.

wasmmworox, March 18, — President
Roosevelt's recommendation of commercial
rellef for Cuba, submitted in his annual
measage to Congress last December, was
indorsed to-night by the Republicans in
the House of Representatives by a vote of
8 to M1 after a three hours’ session of

speechmaking.

This was the fifth party conference called
to consider the question of tariff conces-
sions to Cuba, and the contest between
the advocates and opponents of the Ad-

ministration plan of relief, which was
made the plan of the Ways and Means
Committee, was one of the most stubborn
ever fought out in party conference.

But the Goyernment policy has finally
been indérsed and without any formal
’bd.-u'.ovm.oﬂonmnbouh

when the bill reaches the Senato.

The vote in the conference means not
only that the conceesions to Cuba demanded
by the President and the leading Repub-
licans in both Houses of Congress will be
granted, but that this will be accomplished
m.upddmhtobondopted bytho

House of Representatives preventing the
offering of amendmenta and
discussion of the tariff.

The Committee on Ways and Means
will now bring in a bill in accordance with
the instructions of to-night's conference
accompanied by a special rule for its con-
sideration. The Republicans will adopt
it as a party platform and pass it without
the aid of Demooratic votes.

The following is the text of the resolution
adopted by the conference:

Resolved, That {t {s the sense of the son-
ference that the Committes on Ways and
Means report to the House a bill substantially

as follows:
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FIRE RATES UP ON ROTELS.

New York Insurance Rxshagge Ralse Them
28 Per Oont. on Factories as Well,
The New York Insurance Exchange
declared an inaresse yesterday of 28 per
ocent. on “special harards"—factories and
hotels—to take effect on April 1 of this year.
A rumor waa started among the insurance
brokers to the effect that thers had been
a general advanoce in all lines of fire insur-
ance of from 26 to 100 per ocent. A olerk
in the office of a well-known Liberty street
broker telephoned the rumor as a fact to
several newspaper offioes
Secretary Smith of the German-American
Insurance Company sald that it was a
trivial matter, and not out of the ordinary
He volunteered the information that the
advanoe was only one of many that had
heen made in the schedule in the last year
and a half. More advanoces would be made
in the future, when it was found necessary
Three years ago, before the exchange
oame into existence, there were 146 com-
panies in the Biate continually fighting
one another, and the result was that very
low-rate policies were written. Last year
the loss of the companies in this State
was nearly #9,000 000
When asked for specific reasons why
the rate for faotories and hotels o this
oity had been advanced, Mr. Bmith said
that fires Jike that in the Windeor Hote
which ococcasioned a loss to the companios
| of nearly §1,000,000, and several io so-called
fireproof hotels, like the Park Avenve,
had drained upon the companies for some
thine., There are soveral pars of Brooklyu
| and Greenpoint where the water pressue
and fire apparsius sre luadeguate, sand
this has oot & Tactor i U
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POLICEIAN TURNS BIGAIIST

SILVER DOLIAR SMITH'S DAUGH-
TER MADDEN'S VICTIM.

Married Her In Jersey City the Day After
Her BSister's Wedding—Had a Wife
Living — Family Rejoloing Turned Into
Grief — Bridegroom Has Vanished.

Policeman Joseph Madden of the El-
dridge street station was secretly married
on last Wednesday to Gussie Smith, the
eighteen-year-old daughter of the late
Silver Dollar Smith. He failed to show
up at roll call on Monday night and Capt.
Walsh, his commander, has been unable
to find any trace of him since.

According to the police, Madden had
another wife living at the time he married
the Smith girl and for some months past
has been paying her alimony through
Capt. Walsh. Madden's second bride and
her family are prostrated over the affair
and there is great excitement throughout
the East Side over it. The most profound
sympathy is expressed for the Smith girl
and it is safe to say that had Madden made
his appearance in the neighborhood of her
home in Essex street yesterday he would
have heen roughly treated.

The girl was the favorite child of Sflver
Dollar Smith. She was graduated from an
academy last spring and is very good look-
ing. Madden was known among his fellow
policemen as the *Dandy Boy Cop." He is
23 years old and was appointed a policeman
about six months ago. His post since that
time had been along the toughest part of
'the Bowery and he distinguished himself
by making several important arrests that
earned for him special commendation from
his superior officers.

He met the Smith girl about four months
ago and it was a case of love at first sight.
At the wedding of her sister a week ago
yesterday to Isaac Littenberg she and
Madden sat at the head of the table and
after evervbody got through congratu-
Jating the bride her engagement to Mad-
den was announced. Then there were
more congratulations.

Everybody declared that it was a fine
matoh, as both were young and good look-
ing, and, furthermore, Madden had such a
fine job and was sure of a pension when he
ﬂ)t old. There was almost as much jubi-

tion over the announcement of the en-

ment as there was in celebration of
t marriage of the other aister. The
wedding festirftios were kppt up all n
and about 4 o'clock on the following a or-
noon Littenberg announced that was
to take his bride to hor new home.
den and his sweetheart, who had been
away all morning, returned at this juncture
and the girl, rushing up to her mother and
throwing her arms around her neck, ex-
claimed: “Mamma, congratulate us. Joe
and I are married.” She produced a cer-
tificate to the effect that they had been
married in Jersey City that forencon. After
the shock of the anuouncement was over
there was another impromptu celebiation.
Utunbo and his e went to their new
Madden and his bride remained

mm &nhh home

For a week prior to these events Madden
had been absent from duty on sick leave.
He was g rt for dun on Mon-

n

da t. Rounds-
G Eermots of the Eidr

street
uuon was in Essex street making some
inquiries nbout Madden. Shortly after-
ward Madden left the Silver Dollar Hotel
hurriedly. McDermott did not see him
go, although standing outside the hotel
at the time. Madden wore no overcoat
and headed toward the Bowery. Some
time later Inspector Cross visited the Easex
Market lice court, and when told about
Madden’s weddi said *Why, that man
is already married. His wife alnudy has
a charge pending before me to compel
him to give her ter support. He ac-
knowledged to me that she was his wife
This is a shame "

The inspector's statement was quickly
made known to the Smith family, and they
were dazed by it. It appears that just
before this Madden had sent a te ram
to his wife. asking her to meet him in West
Broadway. She had already gone there with
her wister
soene between the pair

Madden, it is said, acknowledged that
he had already been married, but pleadad
that the marriage was foroed on him by the
woman's mother. He hegged wife No 2

to Ay with him

“Come with me.” he pleaded

“1 will give up the police business. | oan
earn & living. You are the only girl 1 ever
loved [ can’t live without you

She refused to go and urged him to stay
W New \'v"n
No, cotne with me, Gussie, to Philade!
phia 1 bhave friends there " he said

His pleadings were in vain, and he finally
Kissed hor and hurried toward the Cortlandt
strect ferry

A fow nunutes afterward her brother
lslf Dollar Smith, soting on Inspestor
Cross' s statement, wen! in search of Mad
bt atid et the weoping bride as shie was
on her way home ‘ ’ ': Smith and twa
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Here, it is said, there was a |

RUSSIAN SECRETS BSOLD.

Reports of an Artmy Scandal - Anstrian
and German Cousulates Searched.
Spectal Cable Despateh to TRE SUN.

ViENNA, March 18.—~The newspapers
here have for days been busy printing
rumors of a military scandal at Warsaw,
the basis of which is the arrest of Col. Grimm
of the Russian Army on the charge of sell-
ing military secrets abroad.

The latest report of the affair says the
arrest was the outcome of a military con-
spiracy in which certain Generals are in-
volved. One of these, Gen. Pugzyrewski,
who is visiting Nice, was ordered to return
to Warsaw. He has not complied with the
order.

It is also stated that the police forcibly
entered the Austrian and German oon-
sulates in search of the names of Col.
Grimm's associates. Subsequently the ay-
thorities apologized to the Consuls, alleg-
ing that the entering of the Consulates
was due to a misunderstanding. The
Russian Government has also telegraphed
apologies to Vienna and Berlin,

The stories come from a Polish source
and probably nead much salt, but they are
creating a sensation here, especially that
part of them referring to the violation
of the Consulates.

SOHWAR ON STEEL TRUST PLANS.

Steamship Idnes for Future Forelgn Trade
--Interview in “Cologne Garette."”
Special Cabdle Despateh to TRE SUN,

CovooNE, March 18,—~The New York
correspondent of the Cologne Gazette tele-
graphs an interview with Charles M. Sohwab,
President of the United States Steel Core
poration, in which he is quoted as saying that
the Steel Trust does not contemplate Eu-
ropean conquests, bsocause it can soarcely
cope with the home demand.

“We purposely will not raise prices,” said
Mr. Schwab. “Lean years may follow when
the Steel Trust will dispose of its surplus out-
put in England, France, Austria and Ger-
many will protect themselves by tariffs.
The trust will then, however, get hold of thé
great export trade, which has hitherto been
in the hands of Germany, to East Asia and
Russia, unless a epecial treaty is concluded
by Germany and Russia.”

Mr. Schwab concluded by saying that
American purchases of steamahip lines were
in conrection with the plans just outlined.

GERMANY MAY RBAR MARCONI.

Adoption of the Arco-Slaby System a
(heck to the Itallan.
Special Cabie Despateh to Tum SUx.

BrruiN, March 18.—~The Emperor’'s order
for the exclusive employment of the Arco-
Slaby system of wireleas telegraphy on
German warships and at the German coast
stations is regarded as securing the adoption
of the system by the German mercantile
marine.

It i= stated that the Government, with the
view to protecting the German engineers,
is preparing a law by which Signor Marconi
will be prohibited from erecting stations
on the German coasts. It is
engineering circles that Marconi is trying
to obtain a world monopoly, which the
Government will aim to frustrate in Ger-
man interesta,

K Experts contend that the Arco-Slaby
system is in every way equal to that of
Marconi.

PLOT Al‘ll\"l’ AUSTRIA.

Anarchist Attempt to mow Up Warships
Discovered.
Special Cadle Despateh to TAR Sow

ViENNA, March 18— A sensationpal report
is current here to the effect that a plot
has been discovered to blow up with dyna-
mite the warships Arpad and Hapsburg
at their dock at Pola. It is stated that a
quantity of dynamite was stolen from the
Government stores at Trieste. A schooner
was seen approaching the dock suspio-
iously. The vessel was pursued, hut escaped

The Government had been previously
warned from ltalian and French sources
of an Anarchist plot to destroy the war-
ships, whereupon several torpedo boats
were ordered to guard the vessels, while
others were instructed to patrol the coast,
The Admiralty is investigating the matier
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BIG PIER FIRE AGAIN.

Hoboken Shipping Hurt
for the Second Time.

BLAZE SPREADS ACROSS RIVER

Carried by Burning Lighters to
Manhattan Floats,

—_—

The Phanix Pler In Jersey Destroyed
—Steamer British Queen Pulled Out
All Afire, 8 Total Loss — More Hoboken
Plers Scorched — Liner Maasdam Towed
to Safety— Hudson All Aglow for
Heurs With the Glare From Drifting
Small Craft - Damage Near a Million
—@One Man Barned, 3 Miwing—Plers
Here and on Governor's Island Afire.

Hoboken had a great waterfront fire
last night, ita sacond in Jess than two years,
One steamship pier, leased by the Pheenix
Line, was destroyed, and the steamship
PBritish Queen of that line was burned
practically to the water's edge.

The pler of the Barber Steamship Line
was slightly burned, but no serious damage
was done there, The pier of the Holland-
America Line, which was the next pier
to the south, escaped without being so much
as acorched,

A number of ofl and alcohol-laden barges
and lighters floated out into the stream
from the burning piers and drifted down
the North River with the tide, making a
glorious night spectacle for those who
live in the high places on either side of the
river.

It was believed last night that there had
heen little loss of life in the oconflagra-
tion. This hope can only be made into
certainty by a roll call this morning of the
260 longshoremen who were working on
the Pheenix Line pier when the fire started,
One officer and one cof the crew of the
steamship British Qucen were reported
missing.

There were rumors that men and women
had jumped from some of the burned
lighters into the river, but no verification
of these stories could be obtained afloat
or ashore last night. Chief Engineer Scott
of the British Queen, who wasa seen about
the ship a few minutea before the fire, was
nowhere to be found at midnight. His
foellow officers were certain that if he had
not perished in the flames hie would have
boen foremost among those who were
fighting to save the other plers,

At a little after 11 o'clock last night the
?“m which had beeg lighted here and
there by burning barges and glowing
tov‘n of smoke ever since half-past 8
o'clock, when the fire started, was further
illuminated by the blazing shape of the
big British Queen, which was dragged out
into the middle of the stream and, half
drifting, half towed by tugboats, went,
hissing and spouting sparks and tongues
of flarge down toward the Jersey flats, where
it was the apparent intention of the craft
escorting her that she should be beached,

For more than two hours steamship after
steamship had been pulled out from the
threatened piers and had taken safe an-
chorages in the middle of the stream. The
Heathburn of the Phanix Line, a steam-
ship, whose crew of thirty-five Chinamen
had fled ashore from the pursuing flames
only to be imprisoned by the United States
Customs officers because they were violat-
ing the Chinese Exclusion law, was the
ship most endangered
bered with & big grain lighter, which was
| Joading cargo into her Steamship and
| lighter together were towed over to a point
about opposite Canal streot and anchored
there

The Heathburn was followed to safety by
the Maasdam, The Norge and the North
German Lloyd ships Rliein and Karlsrubhe
got up steam and cast loose all but one
tethoring cable in their anxiety 1o be ready
for a quick retreat,
mile or more from the plors where flame
and smoke were lominat ing the river

The burning il barges, while of inoon-
sideralle value a8 compared with the
sloamabipe. weore all nigh' long & blazing
inenaoe 1o New York's downtown distrynt s
The New York fhebosts hung abou! e

Phburplng piers and darted o every Hne

ot of the blazing boats broke sway from
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although they wore & |
| announosd that the flre was under control

part with the greatest emhudnm in d\o
rescue of the swimming sailors and long-
shoremen from the British Queen. Within
a very few minutes, however, the British
Queen herself was ablaze from stem to stern
and even her masts were flaming firebrands,
trembling in the intensity of the upward
draught which the heat of burning steam-
ship and pier had caused.

fORAMPLING FROM OIL DAROES.

In the meantime the fire had worked
against the wind to the north side of the
Phaenix Line pler, where the oil barges
were, and probably the first flashes which

t the attention of the people in the
high buildings on the New York side were
the red, smoky flames which went roaring
up a hundred feet high from these barges
as soon as the fire reached them.
Among these was the New Yark Central
barge Tonawanda, on which besides the
captain and his crew were the captain's
wife and daughter.

As soon as he saw the way the oil barges
on either side of him were blazing he threw
his wife and child overboard and jumped
after them. They were all picked up by a
cutter which put off from the plaster
factory to the north of the Phmiix Line
pler and which was manned by New Jersey
Naval Mi'i tfamen.

TUGS TO THE RESCUE.

With the first glow of fire on the pler
there came puffing out of the darkness of
the river as if by miracle a great fleet of
Pennsylvania Railroad tugboats. They
worked as if their captains had been prac-
ticing on waterfront fires to the exclusion
of all other tugboat work. As & matter of
fact the Pennsylvania does have a fire drill
for its tugboats and they are frequently
drilled in just such mancuvres as those
which they practised so creditably last
night.

One tug, for instance, with two or three
lines of hose throwing out fountain-like
shields of spray would protect the crew
of a second boat which would run in to
throw a grappling hook and cable aboard
of a floating barge. Then the tug which
was doing shield duty would manceuvre
80 as to cut off as much as possible of the
heat from the towing tug and the hawser
until the barge or the lighter was dragged
out into the middle of the river. There
the blazing thing was held, an island of
yellow light, and with an aura of glowing
smoke, while the Zophar Mills or some
other New York fireboat poured salt water
upon it until thera was no more danger.
One big oil lighter was towed north of the
burning piers, and its ruddy flames magked
the northern limit of the fire until the tide
turned.

A New York Central barge, probably the
Tonawanda, came down the mididle of the
river at about half-past 9 o'clock and made
#o much of a light that many people, nota-
bly the diners at the banquet of the Ark-
wright Club in the airy dining room at 820
Broadway, thought that it was a Lig steam-
ahip. She was finally anchored by a Penn-
sylvania tug off Dey street and was a float-
ing bed of coals for the rest of the night

000D WORE FY TMUNOKER FIREMEN.
The Hoboken Fire Departroent is a some-

what abler body of fire fighters than it '
was when the North German Lloyd piers, |
which were immediately south of the three
piers which were threatened and burned |
last night, were destroyed. There were |
about four engines and two or three hook l
and ladders stretching lines of hose into the
piers and doing the best they knew how
to stop the fire

There were hundreds of volunteer work-
ers among the thousand sturdy Hoboken
German-Americans who came down to
look at the fire and every uniformed fire-
man became the head of a company of
twenty or more ununiformed men who
dragged hose and rolled oil bharrels and did
anyvthing else which either fireman or police-
man suggested would be belpful

When the North German Lloyd fire oc-

- | d i | t
She was encum- | ourred Palmer Campbell had a great storage

warehouse immediately behind the burned i
piers and it was destroyed with them |
Nince then the warehouse has been rebuilt

behind the three piers which were on fire ‘
last night and thus Mr. Camphbell's propert y ‘
was for the second tune endangered
of the engines, however, was kept busy
doing exoellent service saving this ware
house from sparks, with suoh good results |
that at halfepast 11 o'olock, when (Chlef
Applegate of the Hoboken Fire Departime nt

Cne

the warechouse had not besny anywhere

seriously soorohed I
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was not on hh ahlp lo ‘was very Il
his ship came in and was taken to

pital as soon as posaible aftet her arrival.
Quartermaster Peters, who was in
of the British Queen last night,
was asleep in his room when the
aboard and waked him.
to the forecastle. There
asleep inside, but before
them, he said, the flames drove him
and he was sure thess two men must have
perished. There were thirty-two: other
men in the crew, only one of whom, Jensen
by name, was reported missing.

All the property which was sndangered
by the fire last night was owned by the
Hoboken land and Improvement Com-
pany and by that company leased to the
occupants of the various plars. The dam-
age done by the fire was roughly estimated
last night at $1,000,000.

Five longshoremen who had been work-
ing on the Phaenix Line pler when the fire
started were badly burned in their race

*through the flames to the shore end of the

pier. All of them were taken to St. Mary's
Hospital, Hoboken, where it was said that
all but one of them would recover. The
man fatally hurt was Patrick Hussey.

The officers of the Hoboken Fire Depart-
ment said that they were satisfied that the
fire had not started by spontaneous come
bustion in the cotton bales. They sald
that the flames were first seen issuing
from wicker hampers piled near the cotton
bales and that they intended to find out
what was in those hampers,

Fire Chief Croker went out on the police
boat Patrol at midnight in order to reach
one of his firehoats. He said that it was
all very well for New York fireboats to be
doing all they could to help Hoboken when
Hoboken was in trouble, but that he felt
that it was only right that at least one
fireboat should be held in reserve to pro-
teot New York's waterfront at a time
when all sorts of floating fires were coming
down stream and up stream against Man-
hattan piefs. He brought back the New
Yorker to her berth.

Fireman MoDaniell of the New Yorker
saved the life of Christopher Kelly of the
Pennsylvania tughoat Johnston, who fell
overboard while the tug was trying to put
out the fire on the Tonawanda, the boat
which made more trouble than any other
craft on the river, not excepting the British
Queen herself.

NORTH RIVER FULL OF FIRE,

Flotilla of Diazing Barges Drift Dee
vious the Changing Tide and Try te
Set New York Afre In Three Places,

A SUN reporter watched the fire from
soon after the start from a powerful steamer
which had business in that neighborhood
up to nearly midnight.

Every tug in the harbor that was not
otherwise occupied hurried up looking for
salvage. There was pleuty of work, but
it was dangerous work. The high north-
west wind blew the flames from the burn-
ing piers, the lighters and the steamship
British Queen directly in the faces of the
crews, 80 that it was a rlow task to maks
linee fast or even get within the necessary
distanee of the burning oraft,

The Maasdam of the Holland-Ameriea
Line backed out into the river under her
own steam and anchored in midstream
in safety. The steamship Heathburn of
the Barber Line was not so fortunate.
Fire broke out in the stern, but the crew
went to work with a will and as the Heath-
burn was slowly towed away from her
berth the fire was put under control, Like
the Maasdam, she was soon in midstream
out of danger

The steamship Norge, also of the Barber
Line, which oocupied the south side of the
pier, became wedged in in such a manier
that for a time it was impossible to move
her and it was believed that nothing eould
save her, but after much energetio work on
the part of the towboat captains she was
got free. This was not accomplished
without a heap of swearing, for the captains
were temporarily shut off from a chance to
get at a fleet of harges which were between
the steamship and the shore

CHAMPION HAULS OUT BRITISH QUERN,

When these steamships had been rescued
the attention of the tughoats and the Mer-

P ritt-Chapman wrecking steawner (
i I " wer Champion

wasr directed o the British Queen

By »

Lo'clock this vessel was o roariog furnace,

the hewt from which wus insufferable and
the smoke blinding  The little tugboats
could not or rather dared not, get within
fifty yards of her biaring stern in order
to make fas! & line  For s time it seemed
ar if the Briish Queen must burn hemself

close 1o the dock and lucidentally set
fire to the Barber Line pior toward widoh
 gradually vesred around
Hat the Champion proved squal to the *
tack the lug wrecker stesied slowly up

Wt the Botish Quesn s stern and o docks
LUaboard, the haun-
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