GREAT VALUE PUT ON AMERICAN
NEUTRALITY NOW.

Sueh & Guarantee Might Bring a Declara-
tien of War From Franee and Russta
Aguinst England and Japan—Lenden
Ceafident That We Will Not Make Thas
Declaration — Germany Appreached.

Spocial Oabie Despator to Tan Sow.

LowpoN, March 23.—~It is necessary to
say two things in regard to the political
arisls through which the world is passing
st the present moment. The firet is that
it is tmpossibls to obtain substantiation
of the gravest rumors which are now cur-
rent, and the second, that the responsi-
bility for keeping the peace of the world
may be thrown entirely upon the Ameri-
can and German Governmenta,

It is not necessary to discuss in detafl
the most alarming reports whioh have
gained circulation, save to say that they
do not receive credence in this or any Eu-
ropean capital. This much is true.

The Russo-French declaration regard-
ing the Anglo-Japanese alllance has been
followed or accompanied by important
negotiations. France and Russia have
asked the other Powers, including the
United States, Germany, Austria and Italy,
what would be their respective attitudes
toward the new alliance The inquiry
in at least two cases included the question
whether neutrality would be maintained
in case of war between Great Britain and
Japan on the one hand and France and
Russia on the other It has been inferred
in certaln quarters that if assurances of
neutrality had been obtained from the
United Btates and Germany war would
have followed almost immediately, This
{nference is not, perhaps, absurd, but noth-
ing In the nature of confirmation can be
obtained from the best informed authorities,

On the other hand, the British Foreign
Ofice, which is fully aware of these inter-
national inquiries, utterly discredits any
belligerent significance. It is pointed out
that it is the diplomatio custom to exchange
notes between Governments regarding
u,o interpretation and effect of any im-
portant treaty. There camnot be any
doubt that Russia and France would be

tries would almost certainly prevent war.
There is good reason to believe that
Germany has already given such a refusal;
in other words, the Kaiser insists that he
will retain complete lberty of action.
England s confident that the United
States will take a similar attitude. She
does not expect America to come to her

It is not going too far to say that a decla-
ration at the present moment of neutrality
in case of war might precipitate that war,
This must be fully understood by the Wash-
ington Government. Hence the confidence
here that no suoh declarstion will be forth-
coming.

To-day’s news from Bouth Africa, which
indicates that the Boers desire to negotiate
for peace, has an important bearing on the

situation. If by any possibility Russia
has belligerent designas she will either bring
them quickly into action before England
oan transfer her wmy from South Africa |
1o India or ahe will abandon then: entirely, l
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months. This s oconstrued as f
that the dt\:&lon in the Far East s
regarded at St. Petersburg as being free
of any likelihood of complications.

COREAN ROW WITH RUSSIA.

Forelgn Minister Refuses to Have Any
Relations With Czar's Representative.
Special Cabdie Despatoh to TRE SUN.

Yoxonama, March 28.—Advices from
looulm'otboclootthﬂoonfudonpm
valls in Corean Ministerial circles. The
Forelgn Minister refuses to have any re-
lations with M. Peoloff, the Russian Minis-
ter, who is pressing for compensation for
the posta that were erected in
spite of the protests of the Corean Govern-
ment and which were destroyed by the
Government's orders.

GERMAN-AMERICAN ALLIANCE.

Suggestion of a Brussels Paper in Dise
ocussing the Far East.
Special Cable Despateh to THR SUN.

Brussers, March 24.~The Independance
Belge reviewing the situation in the Far East,
ooncludes that probably Germany and the
United States will constitute a third group of
allies, the formation of which does not in it~
self constitute a menaoce to the peace of the
world, but the fact cannot be overlooked
that the policy of counterpoise to the Anglo-
Japanese alliance may not yleld the happy
results that optimiets affect to anticipate.

CRISIS FORESEEN HERRE.

Our Government Alive to the Far Eastern
Situation—No Overtures Yet.

WasHINaTON, March 28.—In spite of the
surface indlcations that peace in China and
tho preservation of the territorial integ-
rity of that great empire seem assured
through the alliance of Gireat Britain and
Japan and another joint declaration of
Russia and France looking to the attain-
ment of these ends, the diplomatio situation
is regarded here with the greatest oon-
oern.

Ocoupying, as it doee, a position of strict
independence, the assurance of which
cannot be doubted on acoount of ita tra-
ditional policy of avoiding foreign alli-
anoes, the United States Government is
better able than any other Power to ob-
serve the trend of events in the Far East,
and to determine without prejudice what
may be the outcome of present conditions.
It has been energetic In obtalning infor-
mation, and it is not going too far to say
that the most recent advices foreshadow
a crisis which will be fraught with gdanger
to the whole world.

That Russia and France on the one hand
and England and Japan on the other are
preparing themselves to meet whatever
may come, is learned on authority so high
and so thoroughly trustworthy that it
cannot be susceptible of doubt. Instead
of clearing the situation, the announce-
ment of the English-Japanese alliance
and the joint declaration of Russia and
Franoce have only served to increase the
tension and make more uncertain the future
of China, and for that matter the future
of the great nations concerned.

Additional information and the eppor-
tunity to study the terms in which the
Russian-French note was oouched have
brought to the Government a reallzation
that the crisis is approaching and that
something else must be done to clear away
the dangerous clouds that have sgain be-
gun to gather on the international borizon,

In & measure the Government of the
United States, while it does not hold the key
to the situation, Is an important factor
in this great world game. Neither Russia,
France, England nor Japan has made any
official overtures to this Government t
ascertain the position it will occupy should
war come in which one or both the
Powers first pamed would be arrayed
against one or both of the others

In furnishing copies of their joint declar-
tion to the Searetary of State neither Russia
nor Franoce asked for any expresson of
pinion in regard to that communieation
It was learned to-day that an (dentioal

answer had bean made to the Russian
and French Ambassador=, in which Neore-
tary Hay expressed the gratification of
President Roosevelt over the statement
f the 'wo Powers that they are desirous
f malutainirg peace and the territorisl
integrity of (hina, with an acknowled
ment of the principle of the open door Aﬁ-
joerts for which, it s declared, the | nited
Niatew Government has been earnestly
wty ng sinoe the beginning of the troubles
na
| acknowlsdgment must be regarded
As expressing understanding on the
! Piew e " il L deoret gy
| . ey regand Hossis and Fra
K1 it . f )
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| M Hay's

BOERS UNDER FLAG OF TRUGE
e ien Frees e

Aocting President Schalkburger and Other
Leaders Confer With British Com»
mander—Then Go South Toward
De Wet—Hepe of Peace Rovives

Special Cable Despaiches o THE SUB.
From Tux SUN correspondent at Protoria,

PrETOR1A, March 23.—Mr, Schalkburger,
who is acting as President of the Transvaal
in the absence of Mr. KrQger in Europe,
Secretary of State Reitz and Commandants
Lucas Meyer and Krogh arrived here yes-
terday morning from Balmoral. Only a
few persons knew of the arrival of these
important members of the Boer Govern-
ment, The railway station was kept clear
until they had left it,

They were driven to the ohief's house
and had an interview with Gen. Kitchener.
In the afternoon they left on a special tratn
for the Orange River Colony.

LoNDON, March 23.—A despatch to the
Central News, sent from Pretoria this
afternoon, says that Mr. Bohalkburger,
the acting President of the Transvaal, with
State Seoretary Reitz and Commandants
Lucas Meyer and Krogh, arrived at Pretoria
to-day on a special train from Balmoral,
to which place they came under a flag of
truce. After a short stay in Pretoria they
left for the Qrange River Colony.

The Central News says that the visit
caused excitement in the clubs and other
places where the public gathers.

Mr. Schalkburger and his companions,
aoccording to the Central News, have gone
south with the object of meeting Gen
Kitochener, who is in the fleld south of the
Vaal River, operating against Gen. De Wet
and Gen. Delarey.

It Is good news, and the prospects of
peace are brighter than for many a day.

LoNDON, March 24.—The Pretorla ocor-
respondent of the Standard says that the
Boer delegates after interviewing Gen.
Kitchener left for Kroonstad, from which
place they will go out under a safe con-
duot. All of the delegates are looking
well, showing clear evidence of the health-
fulness of life on the veldt.

The correspondent adds that Schalk-
burger and the other delegates have been
stationed at Rhenosterkop, north of Bal-
moral for a week. They have been greatly
harried by Col. Park and other British
commanders. Once Schalkburger had a
narrow escape from being captured

The Boer position being increasingly
hopeless, despatch riders were sent to
Balmoral on Friday night to inform the
British there of the coming of the delegates.

Nothing beyond what has been cabled
to THE SUN has arrived from South Africa.
The foregoing news arrived too late for
full comment by the press. The Telegraph
deduces that negotiations for peace are
afoot, the initiative coming from the Boers,
but the mission of the delegates may after
all be of lesser importance, such as the
treatmeunt of prisoners.

The paper notes that Gen. Botha holds
himself aloof and says that Gen. De Wet
is not likely to feel himself bound by the
oonditions which may be proposed. Gen
Delarey, flushed with success, s rnot in a
mood to consider surrender.  On the whole,

however, the Telegraph considers the in- | A
| sengers in several places in New Eogland

cident as inspiring & oertain amount of
sanguine expectation

The Chronicle, whose Pretoria corre-
spondent with those of THe SUN and the
Standard, alone definitely states that the
envoys actually interviewed Gen Kitchener,
is also hopeful. It says that the mission
ocould not be a more representative body
unless it included Gen. Botha, but it points |
out that Commandant Mever 1s Gen. Botha's
most inthnate friend. It hopes that the
British Government will keep an open ear
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TRIED TO KILL A JUDGE.
Second Attempt at Assassination—Two
of a Pursuing Pomse Wounded.

Datias, Tex., March 28.—Early yester-
day morning, for the second time, an at-
tempt was made to assassinate Judge Pal-
mer of Lyton Springs, Caldwell county.
A gang of some twenty or more mounted
men rode up to the Judge's house just be-
fore daylight and opened fire. Half &
dosen volleys were fired from pistols and
rifies and nearly every pane of glass in
the windows was shot out. Fortunately
none of the inmates was hurt.

The noise of the shooting aroused the
people of Lytton BSprings, who hastily
armed themselvea and took to the trall of
the misoreants. The bandits were over-
taken and surrounded at Holder's Tank
and a battle followed. Penn Roberts and
Joe Gamlllot, of the citisens' poase, were
wounded. The bandits broke through
the cordon surrounding the water tank
and rode away. It is not known whether
any of them was wounded.

The Sheriff of this (Travis) county and
posse started for Lytton Springs imme-
diately upon recelving the news of the
battle, Two weeks ago & similar attempt
was made to aseassinate Judge Palmer be-
oause of his rigid enforcement of the laws
against “night riders” and other male-
factors.

PAUPER INHERITS 8100,000.

Inmate of Baltimore's Poorhouse Comes
Inte a Fortune,

Bavrmvore, March 28.-—-Joseph Zane,
for ten years an inmate of Bayview, the
city poorhouse, left yesterday for Boston
to acquire his share of $100,000 in & half-
million-dollar estate. He comes Into pos-
sesslon of the fortune under the will of
his uncle, Joseph Zane, who died on Feb.14.
Mrs. Georgiana Kelly and Ellen Claridge,
nisces of the testator, also get nearly
$100,000.

Mra. Kelly lives in Stricker street and
Mrs. Claridge keeps a small grocery in
Montebello avenue. Both were compara~
tively poor until the windfall came Joseph
Zane, however, is the ;}-rim-i;ml beneficiary.
For nearly nine years he has been suffering
with rheumatism and because of his in-
ability to work he preferred to become
a charge on the city to being dependent
upon his wife and daughter, who live in
Norfolk, Va.

Joseph Zane, the testator, was 85 vears
old e formerly lived here, and when
he moved to Boston he dealt in planters’
supplies. By thrift and fortunate invoest-
ments he made money rapidly. All of
the money goes to relatives, the widow
receiving the usual ghare

Quite a number of small baguesta are
distributed among cousing and friende
in this city, the amounts ranging from
$600 to $5,000

FOUND A MAYFILOWER GRAVE.

Headstone of One of the Pligrims Dis-
covered In a Cemetery In Salem, Mass,
BostoN March 23 —In the next number

of the official magazine of the Massachu-

potta Society of Mayflower Descendants,
the Secretary of the society will announce
his discovery of a gravestone of a passenger
in the Ma: flower. It is the only Mayflower
gravestons known to be in existence and
it I8 in the old Charter Sireet Cemetery
at Salem

Prior to this discovery it had heen nu{‘-
posed that all tombstones marking the
resting places of Pllgrims had crumbled
into dust  Tradition and presumption
have located the graves of Ma: fliwer pas-

but in most cases, if not all, proof had been

wanting. In the old gravevard at South
Duxbury, a monument has been erected
over what is said to be the last resting
place of Capt Myvles Standish, but there
is diversity of opinion as to whether the

identity of gravs has been proved
It is presumead that some of the Marflower
[AASE gors Were buried on Buriai Hill and
Coles il at Plymouth, but there s no
proof of it
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RUSH INQUEST IN BROOKS CASE

WITH A VIEW TO GETTING FLOR-
ENCE BURNS ON THE STAND.

Then the Present Grand Jury Can Take Up
the Case—Lawyer Backus Says He Is
Ready to Preduce Her at Any Time
-~ Thinks Jerome Was Very Fualr,

District Attorney Jerome and Coroner
Brown will hold a consultation to-day for
the purpose of arranging for an inquest
into the death of Walter T. Brooks, who
waa shot in the Glen Island Hotel on the
night of Feb. 14 and of whose murder Flor-
enoe Burns has been acoused.

The Burns girl's discharge by Justice
Mayer on Baturday on the ground of in-
sufficient evidence leaves the Distriot At-
torney without a prisoner for the crime.
He and the Coroner expect that by holding
the Inquest at once the case can be brought
before the March Grand Jury before that
body adjourns on Friday.

If satisfactory arrangements can be
made the Coroner will issue to-morrow
subpomas for the inquest. In this way
the District Attorney hopes to be able to
ocall Florence Burns to tell under oath her
story of her meeting with Brooks on the
day of the murder and what followed that
meeting.

Alter being released by Justice Mayer
on Saturday the Burns girl went away with
her uncle, Oscar W. von der Bosoh, to his
home at 680 East 135th street. It was said
yesterday that she had moved to the home
of her counsel, Foster L. Backus, at 115

Lincoln road. Mr. Backus sald lest uight
that she was with a relative,

Mr. Backus sald early this morning at
his home that Florence Burns was with
relatives taking a rest.

“8he will return to her home soon with
her family,” sald he “and will then be
ready for anything that may ocour. She
{# not under survelllance. 1 have agreed
to bring her forward at any time she is
wanted."*

Mr. Backus added that he was very well
satisfled with the verdiot, that the District
Attorney's office had been very fair to his
client and that Justice Mayer's decision
was in aoccordance with the law, in con-
trast to the habit some other Justices had
acquired of holding prisoners on evidence

legally insufficient,
'he olothing the ﬁ:rl left behind her
In the Tombe was packed in three bundles
yestarday by Warden Flynn and left in
the office of the City Prison for some one
to call for it. Bome of her relatives are
expected to olaim it to-da

At the Burns home in Flatbush many
people gathered yesterday expeoti Lo
see Florence, but the house remai de-
serted Among those who gathered in
front of the house were many young women
who had known Florenoo for vears and
who were anxious to shake hands with
her and congratulate her on her release
from prison. They stood in groups dis-
cussing the Brooks murder

“Ho deserved to be shot anyway,” re-
marked one of the girls and the rest
applauded

hstriet Attorney Jerome would not dis-
curs the case vesterday. He spent Sun-
day in Connecticut with his family.

THEMRS.WEAVERFORGERY CASE.

Jury Unable (o Agree and Are Discharged
Sald to Huve Stood 11 for Acquittal,

RociesTer, March 23 —~Judge Suther-
land discharged the jury in the Allce M
Weaver forgery case this afternoon Mrs
Weaver, who had attended the morning
services at Brick Presbyterian Church,
came into the court room smiling. Her
mother and several of her friends of the
same sex accompanied her. She had evi-
dently heard the news and was prepared
for it It was the first session of court
that her husband had missed

When informed by the foreman of the

H 24, 1002.—0Conrioh, 1902, by The Sun Printing end Publishing Association.

DR. TALMAGE SERIOUSLY ILL.

The Gravest Fears Are Entertalned for
His Recovery.
Wasminaron, Maroh 23.~Dr. T. DeWitt
Talmage is dangerously ill at his residenos
on Massachusetts avenue, in thiscity, and
the gravest fears are entertained for his
recovery. It was sald to-day by a friend

of the family that a fatal termination would’

not be a surprise. Dr. Talmage returned
from a trip to Mexloo a week ago. He was
taken Ul with a severe ocold en route to
Washington and has been sinoce lying in a
semi-comatose condition.

AYDNEY THFATRE BURNED.

Fire Starts From Disinfectants—“Ben
Hur'' Properties Destroyed.
Special Oable Despatoh to TRE SUN.
SyoNey, N. 8. W,, March 23.—Her Majos-
ty's Theatre has been nearly destroyed by
fire. The properties and soenery of “Ben
Hur,” valued at £14,000, were burned.
The fire occurred this morning. It {a
supposed to have been caused by the burn-
ing of disinfectants after the audience left
last evening. The plague scare here is
aocute.

SECY. HITCHCOCK'S SUCCESSOR.

Congressman Metealf of California Is
Being Consldered by the President,

Wasuinaron, March 23.—The latest name
mentioned in connection with the ofMice of
Secretary of the Interior to sucoeed Ethan
Allen Hitohoook is that of Representative
Vietor H, Metealf of Califorunia. It became
known to-day that Mr, Metcalf's name had
been discussed by the President, but Mr.
Metoalf deolined to-night to talk about the
matter for publication. The California
Senators and some lufluential oitizens of
that State have been urging that some man
from that part of the country be appointed
to a place in the Cabinet. Former Repre-
scentative Horace Davis of (alifornia was
mentioned vesterday as Becrotary Hitch-
cook's successor, hut it Is now admitted
that he has no chance of getting the place,

Mr. Metoalf is somowhat the same type
of man a= Reopresentative Moody, who is to
become Secretary Long's successor, and,
in fact, is an intimate friend of the Massa-
chusetts Congressman. Metoall represents
the Callfornia distriot in which Oakland s
situated, He is 48 years old, is serving
his second term in Congress and is a mem-
ber of the Ways and Means Committee.

TELEPHONED FROM STREET CAR.

A Grand Rapids Inventor Tries His Cone
trivance With Success.

GranD Rarips, Mich., March 28 —Benson
Bidwell has shown successfully here the
feasibility of telephoning from a moving
electrio ear without regard to the speed
attained or the noise incident to the move-
ment of the car.

In the presence of saveral men Mr. Bid-
well, the inventor, and his brother, Charles
F. Bidwell, made the demonstration. They
used three cars which were put at their ser-
vice by the Grand Rapids Railway Com-
pany and the lnu—mgalu on these cars had
no difficulty in talking from one car to
the other, no matter how fast the cars were
going. Mr. Bidwell said in an interview

“Our plans are to equip steam railways
with this system of 'phones wherein any
train on the line will be at all times in talk-
ing connection with the train despatchers
and with every other train on the road.”

KILLED IN A STREET DUEL.

Wealthy Cltizen of Henderson, Ky., Meets
Death After Wounding an Enemy,
HENDERSON, Ky, March 28 —Green W,
Pritchett, a wealthy citizen, was instantly
killed and John Belew, a farmer, was
wounded mortally in a street duel this

morning at Corvdon, this county

lll-feeling exirtad bLetween them over a
business transat cn and wlen they met

| on the street of tle vilage Pritchett drew

|
|
1

|

|

jury that they had been unable to reach a
verdiot Judge Butherland expressed regret
but sald that It was the ouly form of trial
provided for by the Constitution, and that
people would Lave to Lo satisfied with the
outeome, The Hon. George Ralnes, Mrs
Weaver's lawyer ngratvisted Ler. With
tears in their eves both Mrs Weaver and |
her mother thanked the lawyesr for Lis wark
in Lhe case Neveral persons orowded up
W congratulate the defendant, and there
Was & Temarskabiis dem o nstration

The jury went out st 1246 o'clock yester
day alten They came uto court at
10 o'elock s n ng and ashel Judge
Butheriand 1O Lave some teslinony reed |
e
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olver and shot Belew in the mouth

and arm
Belew drew a pistel and shot Pritchett

1 1e

i the head and through the heart., With
v bullet through lus heart Pritehett fired
a lrd shot at Below, but missed . Pritchett
then fall to the pround and died Pritohet
was one of the wealthiest men of this region
He was an oxtensive landowner and
bacoonist  The Coroner's wverdict exou
erated Bel
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WRECK ONSOUTHERN RAILWAY

MAIL TRAIN FROM NEW ORLEANS

STRUCK BY A ROCK SLIDE.

Mall and Daggage Cars and Tweo Conchms
Croshed - Two Men Killed and Tea
Postal Clerks Severely injured — Wreok
Takes Fire— Six Tons of Msall Burned.

WasminoroN, March 33.—~Train No. 88 of
the Southern Rallway, northbound from
New Orleaus to Waslington and known a8
the Washington and Southwestern Vestls
buled Limited, ran into a rockslide near
Covesville, twelve miles south of Char-
lottesville, Va., at 3:50 this morning and
was badly wrecked.

The Pullman porter and an unknown
man were killed, and ten postal clerks were
seriously Injured, several possibly fatally.
The wreck *ook fire from the engine and
six of the nine coaches composing the train
were totally destroyed. Bix tons of mall,
a considerable part of it registered, were
burned. The track is still blocked, although
wrecking crews from the nearest points
have been working since daylight in re
moving the tons of earth and rock.

The Washington and Southwestern was
due to arrive at Charlottesville at 3:37 this
morning and was nearly half an hour be-
hind time when the accident occurred.
The slide came without warning, crushing
the mall and baggage cars and two pas-
senger coaches. The passengers in the
demolished cars escaped injury. Nicholas
Lawn, the colored Pullman porter, is miss-
ing, and was probably buried in the slide.
The body of an unknown man, probabl
& tramp, was taken from beneath the
of the baggage car.

Postal Clerk A. 8. Holton of Culpeper,
Va., who was probably fatally injured,
was taken to his home at that place. The
other injured postal clerks, R. 8. Walter,
H. H. Link, C. 8. Loving, J. L. Schindel,
D. P. Wines, R. N, Jefferson, C. R. Cover,
J. F. Stickleather, E. L. Larrick, G. H.
Naton and J. L. Chandler, all of Washing-
ton, were brought to this city on a train
made up after the accident and taken to
the Emergency Hospital. They were all
badly bruised and ocut and it is feared that
several have severe internal injuries.

Conductor J. 8. Rust, Baggagemaster
Daniel Sullivan and Car Inspector Simpson
were also injured, though not serioualy,
and were taken to their homes in this city.

Of the six tons of mail burned in the
wreock a large part was from pointa in Cali-
fornla and Texas, and from New Orleans,
Atlanta and other Bouthern cities. All
the baggage was destroyed. It ls ex-
pected that the track will be olear for
traffic to-morrow.

FROM C TO € AT ALL HOURS,

Mr. Flelschmann Goes to the Police Abeut
His Nelghbor's Plane. L ]

Joseph Fleischmann, a florist, and his
wife live on the second floor of the apart-
ment house at 10 West Twenty-sixth street,
Under the Flelschmanns lives . Hum-
phreys, who has a plano. Mr, nARn
went to the Tenderloin police on Saturday
night to complain of the piano. He was
referred to the Health Board.

According to the Fleisch manns they
haven't had a good night's rest in a long
time. A few weeks ago there came a new
member of the Fleischmann family, The
music didn't appeal to Mrs, Flelschmann,
so her husband asked Mrs. Humphrews if
she wouldn't stop it on acocount of his wife's
illness. He says that Nrs. Humphreys
wouldn*t

Late on Baturday night after Iudg.
as he says, 1o seales, r*:v'llod up and deo
and reversed for an hour orso, Mr. Flelsoh-
mann had another interview

“I'm bulldirg & rew house to be done
the 1st of May. Won't you please
until thent®™ he asked

*No,” answered Mrs. Humphreys, ae-
oording to Mr. Fleischmann, “1 won't, |
for the plano and intend to master
it if it takes all my life *

Mr_ Flelschmann reports that he made an
ungnllant reply aboutl beginning one's life
Work iate
Flewchmann sald vesterday that
"1 ow what more would be done
o watd that it would not be

{ Mrs. Humphreys would
¥ Ay g bt the somles. *Wa're

o ist of May, anyway,”
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