FOLKS IN THE NAINE

HUNDREDS OF MEN WHO LIVE
LONELY LIVES THERE.

Winter Occupations That Keep Them for
Months From the World - Gum Pek~
ing, and Special Kinds of Lambering
—~The Trapper's Leve of Selltnde.

WarerviLLe, Me., March 20.—Few peo-
ple realize the number of men who are em-
ployed during the winter months in the
Maine woods, in addition to those in the
camps of lumbermen. There are hundreds
of them. They are little known or heard
of By people in the outside world, although
thelr products all get to market. Among
them" are the gum picker, the hoop-pole
gatherer, the axe-handle man, the ship-
knee gatherer, the hemlock bark peelers,
the Indian and the trapper.

The gum pickers go into the woods in
the fall and remain there till spring, work-
ing as | usly every day as the men
in the lumi camps. They are a very
quiet and busy lot of men and their sig-zag
snowshoe tracks may be seen through the
woods of northern Maine and their camp
fires glow in many a lonely glen far to
the north

Gum picking is anything but an excit-
ing business and affords lots of time for
thought. There is no rush or worry about
it, yet it is as speculative as trading in
Wall Street

Spruce gum is always marketable and
brings & good price, $1 a pound being a
standard quotation, yet an extra fine article
frequently brings as much as $1.50 and has
sold at $2. But this last price is only ob-
tained for the particularly large and clear
nuggets,

The gum piokers always go in pairs.
Two chums who enjoy each other's com-
panionship, whose likes and dislikes are
similar, go together to the centre of a
good gum country, far away from every-
body else; sometimes building for them-
selves a rough log cabin, and at others oc-
cupying a deserted logging camp, which
they can make comfortable by a little
work.

Beds of spruce boughs are made and
any person who has ever slept on one can
realise the comfort they take. The fire-
place is repaired and the two cronies are
ready for their business of the winter,
If & man s fond of woods life there is no
way of passing the winter months more
pleasantly than at gum plcking.

The outfit of the gum pleker consists of
warm clothing and a suitable number of
changes of underwear, a palr of snowshoes,
a pair of climbers such as telegraph line-
men use, & V-shaped chisel, made especially
for this business, with the handle so made
that it can be fastened to reach high up
on the t s & large jackknife, a gun, fish-
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3 <m'"§rlﬁh o&m u& =um picker
s most f in the way of supplies, for
he has to haul everything many miles on
s moose sled, and any one who has ever
labored on a pair of snowshoes with one
of these will understand that the gum picker
will not load it more heavily than is neces-
sary. He takes plenty o rk, beans
flour, coffee and molasses, and if he has good
lack n and rod he can live in
'or the sum of 75 cents a
week.

He has a steaming breakfast of beans,
baked In the ground, and has his mornin
amoke while 5'; dishes are heinr wash
and the housework done. He is the
foilho work of the day _

e straps his gun to his back, his gum
bag is thrown over his shoulder, with his
hunch of biscuit and pork in it, his snow-

are strapped on, and, with his gum
m in his hand, away he goes for the
work ﬁ.thp day, leaving a trall of smoke
from pipe

He sees a tall spruce, from which the
gum has been oozing for many vears until,
clarified by the sun, it is rounded out in rich
nuggets that wait his coming. Off come
the snowshoes and the climbers are put on
The picker climbs the tree and chips and
taps and nibbles like a gigantic wood-
pecker.

1‘ is no uncommon thing for the gum-
picker to find a tree so well loaded with
gum that he cuts it down. It is not an
unusual thing for an expert gumpicker
to take ten pounds of gum of good quality
from a single tree. This is not anevery-
day oocourrence, but the n\'vmfv yield
gives the industrious picker good wages,
and more,

Some of the older men in the bLusiness

n ready

plant their gum. That is, they go around |

through the 1orests with an axe and wound
the trees, which allows the gum to ooze
out,and in & few years it is claritied and
ready to e picked The round, amber-
h nuggets are what the gumpicker
hunts for especially

‘he Sate of Maine gum s alwavs in
demand, for, although the New Yook
gum is often more inviting to the eye, 1
oconflrmed gum chewer declares that thero
ts nothing i the whole resinous domain
for flevor and “true yanking qualities®

that onn equal a hunk with the oentre like |

the red of a dying coal, severed from the
seam of & gigantic live Maine sprooe

The Maine hoop pole wan has 1o work
wueh harder, yet bis life s Just as W
vonvenUonal aud he has Just as good
thine a8 his friend the gum gathorer Me
follows along \n the wake of the lumbe
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there was a time when nearl ovor; farmer
hthosuumundaloodym rom his
ocrop ofh!:ml&ck fb.rk. Now .l'l the hu-rl:
0omes m the forests. e larger pa
bark comes fmm'?anobrot and
the tanneries have

ista. The basket stock is easily Egt.
but when Indian starts out for birch

k for a canoe he is sure of a | trip,
unless he is fortunate enough to find a
birch that has been overlooked. A birch
tree without knots or limbse, and with bark
broad enough for a canoce, 1s rare and the
searcher l:ﬁl.nkl himself very lucky If
he does not have to follow his nose for a
good many days to find one.

Many ple have an idea that trapping
in the ne woods is obsolete, but this
is by no means the case. Each man
hunters scout the Moosehead, Chesuncoo
and Alagash regions in search of furs and
their lines of traps extend along scores
of streams in this northern vlﬁormu.
Each year many thousands of dollars’
worth of furs are sold at Greenville, Guil-
ford, Kineo and Fort Kent and the hunters
roalize snug sums of ready money by means
of their traps.

They are not by any means a hard-
working lot of men. They travel leisurely
along their line of trape, frequently taking
a week to make the round. They have
but one trouble, and that is when they
visit & trap and find the snow stained with
blood and the single Euv of a beaver held
between its jJaws, the indisputable evi-
dence that a friendly bob cat has
that way and relieved them of their game

The trappers are the cranky class of
the many picturesque folks t each
winter go into the Maine woods. It is
money for them to get away from every-
body, and this continued shunn of come

lonship makes them cross w they
now that any one is within a score of
miles of them. Another trapper within
a few miles of them is gall and wormwood
to them.

SQUEAKING SHORS.

Canse of the Nolse —Onee the Swell Thing
—~Shoes Get Tired.

*What s it that makes my shoes creak’"”

The little shoemaker looked up and
smiled for a moment and then went on
for a time with his tapping. It was an
old, old question and it was not easy to
anawer it with anything new.

“Take them off, first one, then the other,*
he sald, *and I'll see if I can fix ‘am—while
you wait "

Off came one shoe and the owner of it
sat down with his stockinged foot over
his knee to watch the squeak-curing pro-
cess. The shoemaker simply pulled the
shoe over an iron last and dreve four or
five nails straight up the middle of the sole,
covering perhaps three inches. Then he
flanked this row with two on each side.

“Try that,” said he.

The man tried it and found himself walk-
ing around the shop with one silent shoe
and the other a mass of squeakings. So
the was repeated on the nolsy
foot covering and the man went off down
the street in silence and in comfort.

The next day when he had more time
the man sought the shoemaker for more
information

“Onoe,” said this man of last and waxed
string, “people seemed to think you had
not given them their money's worth |If
the shoes vou made or mended for them
did not squeak. That was about the time
that swells were reluctantly giving up
hair oil and similar things

*It is usually easy enough to make shoes
that will not squeak and all but the cheapest
kinds are supposed to be anti-squeakers
The noise comes from the chaling of the
two pieces of leather that compose the
sole, not counting the welts. I left to
thempelves these pleces will sooner or
later part sufficiently to make & spaoce
about the point where the ball of the foot
comes, where there s not perfeot contact
and this is where the noise comes from

“T'he cheapest shoes should be the notsiest,
for the leather their soles are made of is
tanned in bemlock bark  This makes
what we call red leather 1! s rough and

harsh. The next grade is Union, a com-
biuation of hemlock and cak bark for tan-
ning giving it its name  The next highest

grade is while oak, and with this we have
the loast twouble so far as squeaking is
oonoer ied

“When the publioc made up its mind that
it shoos toust pol sgueak had to stir
about and find something to put betwecn
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MENCHANTS MOVED AT LAST TO
MAKE PROTEST.

Their Pmployees, Tao, Say It Hampers
Them and Dees No Good for Any-
body — Appointment of Its President
a8 Sanitary Inspeotor Objected To.

The good women who founded the Con-
sumers’' League of tha City of New York
never intended that the organization should
be regarded as a nuisance by anybody.
On the oontary, the league was organized
*to ameliorate the oondition of working
women, shopgirls and other employees
in and about shops, stores and workrooms
in the city of New York, and to secure con-
ditions which shall conduce to the physioal
and moral well-being of all such employees.”

Those most actively interested in the
work of the league, and ly its
President, Mrs. Frederick Nathan, believe
that the organization has not fallen from
the high estate wherein it was created.
There are others, however, who believe that
If the league hasn't outlived its usefulness
it ought at least to change its name. Tt is
suggested that the organization might
be appositely rechristened the League
for the Promotion of Interference in Other
People's Business. Tho exigencies of
perfect frankness require that it should
be here stated that those who make this
suggestion are mere men, and it cannot be
expected that they can have a proper ap-
preciation of the motives of gentler natures

which take to ameliorating thinge as they

take to afternoon teas.

Of course the women of the league in-

sist that men who hold such notions about
the organization really don't know what
they are talking about, and that they are,
bosides, extremely impertinent. But these
particular men are held in rather high
esteem in the community. In fact they
are commonly referred to as the men who
are very largely responsible for the city's
commercial greatness. They have had
experience with Mrs. Nathan and the Con-
sumers’ League and they assert, rather
in sorrow than in anger, that the organi-
zation has become a decided nuisance.

Mrs. Nathay, they insist, is a high-minded |
adorn |

woman, partioularly qualified to
the home, and if she didn't have a charm-
ing one of her own they'd chip in and buy

1
I

one, even two, for her to adorn, if she'd |

only permit the Consumers'
cease to consume her energies. But Mrs
Nathan is to be neither flattered nor fright-
ened nor cajoled. She doesn't intend to
scll what she considers her birthright for
a mess of pottage. No siree!

It happens that the League, in working
out its destiny, must take a particular and
special interest in the women employed
in the great departinent stores., In the
Loague, as in other organizations, what
is everybody's busiuess is nobody's busi-
ness. So. as President of the League, Mrs,
Nathan makes it her business to visit the
departinent stores frequently to look after
the welfare of the girls and women employed
in them. On these visits she asks ques-
tions, sometimes of the employvees and some-
times of the employers. IiL is because of
the character of her questions that the re-
christening of the league bas been sug-
gosted.

Among the lLeague's reasons for heing
is to secure for the women employed in de-
partment stores fair wages, reasonable hours
and good physical conditions. The mer-
chants and the laws of the State seck to ac-
complish the same things and the Depart-
ment of Health, which 18 responsible for
the enforcement of such laws, is rather of
the opinion that the departmernt store en-

loyees would be fairly well looked after
f there were no Consumers’ Ieague. The
owners of these stores and the employees
thamselves are sure of it. And it happens,
sirar

their employers.

A ‘.m-i instance of the estimate in which [ f
the Consumers’ League is held by emplovees | [§

of departinent stores was furnished only
afew days ago. M, Nathan went 1o & cer
tain store and asked to see a member of the
firm. He had long ago found out that there
was no use in his talking to Mrs. Nathan,
80 he sent one of the young women olerks
to talk to her. When he told the girl what
he wanted her to do he added

“Now, you show Mrs. Nathan every pos
sihle considerstion.  Let Ler see averyt ’vn s
she wants to see, and answer all Ler ques
tlons to the best of your ability. Bhe may
try your patience, bhut don't show that she
Gt along the bos! way you can with
her and report to me afterward

In about half an hour e voung woman |

doas

came back o report o her employer |
she suid

Mr. Blank, there's absolutely no use ju |
trying to explain things to Mrs. Nat has
She simply comes around to find fault and
will utterly lgnore all the gowd things done |

by the firm Tor the singaloy ces Al

1
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» &8 It may soem to Mmrs. Nathan, | M
that the empioyees of the department stores | M
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in the Great Organization
Which Now Overshadows
the Basket-I1aking Indus-
try of this Country.

Reason for the great and increasing demand for shares of the Mergen.
thaler-Horton Basket Machine Co. is not far to seek.

Itis due to popular approval of the Company's plans and to popular
comprehension of the Company’s great future.

~ Previous publication of the great scope and money-earning power of

this Company's field of opzrations has been made in this newspaper
Whole communities have become interest:d in the undoubted power of the
Company’s automaiic basket-making machines to completely revolutionize
the basket industry. It is safe to say that every county in every State in
the Union has representation among the present shareholders.

This company is composzd of shareho!ders who are participating in in-
crease of values as the various allotments of shares are taken up. The
present allotment at

—

A 50 Cents a Share

(Par Value $1.00, Full-Paid and Non-Assessable)

is being subscribed more rapidly than any previous allotment.

_ This is because it is plain to all that the shares of this Company, which
4 will contro! the prices and product of an important and growing industry,
must steadily advance as the Company's plans develop into action.

-

Facts for the Consideration of Investors.
2 The sctual yearly demand exceeds ON THE ENTIRE CAPITAL ON THE
¢ Two Billion Baskels PRESENT VOLUME OF BUSINESS
! Yalue at wholesale, Elesen Million This volume increases at the rate of
i Dollars OVOr 150,000,000 per vear
’ The net profit on this volumen! Lusiness Ihe machines may be seen in opera-
last year was $1,387,000 ; on at th‘-- 1" u‘n—-l']. Basket l"uu pany's
. - o A maaida Actory, ‘amnesvilie, 0O where over
i The Baskets were all made By hand thirty are lustalled . at Elmira, N Y,
5 Each Mergenthaler-Hortop Company at the machine shops of Emmett Hor-
3 ma hine does the work of twslve nen ton, one of the inventors, and at Sodus,
4 Ihe saving (n labor by the use of the N Y . where they are also in operation
7 Mergenthaler-Horton Bos<'tet Machines The practicul working of the ma-
¥ amounts to more than TWO MILLION chines s now shown in every office of the
,’ ])1]!!‘].,\’(?‘ ANNI \l.l.\r R Company
his gives earnings forthe compan Fhe Company will not sell or lease
of OVER THREFE MILIJON THRE its machines, but will equip and 'uun
HUNDRED THOUSANT DOLLARS, and operate basket factories &ll over
5 OR OVER THIRTY-THEEB PFitCENT this country

,9, d
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ONE OF THE MERGENTHALERHORTON MACMINES IN OPERATION,

PRESENT SELLING PRICE OF SHARES,

' FIFTY CENTS A SHARE.

$1.00. FULL PAID AND NON-ASSESSABLE,

The Dlrectiors of the Company reserve the (Ight (o relect any subscription

HEAVY DEMAND FOR=
BASKET SHARES at 50 Cents

Steady Increase of Interest

OTTMAR MERGENTHALER’S
EXACT WORDS.

The Famous Inventor’'s Opinion of the Basket
Machines now Owned and Controlled by the
Mergenthaler-Horton Basket Machine Co.
Full Story of Ir. Nergenthaler's con-
nection with These [Machines.

Ottmar Mergenthaler, inventor of the Linotype Machine and
inventor of one of the Basket-Making Machines of this Company, made
the following statement about one year before his death:

«This machine is as much a revolution in basket-making as
the Linotype has proven to be in typesetting, and | do not see
why a company owning and controlling the patents should net
receive an immense revenue.”

Mr. Mergentha'er continued to take the deepest interest in the
Basket Machinz, and the last efforts of his lite were in connection with
the Machine and watching its operation,

The patent on the Basket Machine invented by Ottmar Mergen.
thaler was issued to his estate December 31st, 1001, and is numbered
(90,322. Copies of this patent miy be secured on application to the
Patent Office in Washington or by caliing at any oftice of this Company,
and each copy bears the assignment of all right and title in the patent to
the Horton Basket Machine Company, which Company has been ab-
sorbed and is controlled by the Mergenthaler-Horton Basket Machine Co

NOTE. Beyond the fact that several directors and a
number of sharcholders of the Mergenthaler Linotype Co.
are shareholders and officers in the above mentioned Horton
Basket Machine Co., now absolutely controlled by the
Mergenthaler-Horton Basket Machine Co., there is no con-
nectlon whatever between the Mergenthaler-Horton Basket
Machine Co. and the Mergenthaler Linotype Co.

The foregoing is an official statement of facts made by autﬁcrity
of the Board of Directors of the Mergenthaler- Horton Batket Machine Co,

(Signed) CHARLES R. BARLOW, Treasurer,

ALL THE STOCK IS COMMON STOCK.

There are no preferred shares, no bonds, and no dabts,
now see thewr shares double in value. New subscribars will see
their shares double in value, and still the limit of price for these
shares will not be reached, because just as surely as the Linotype Machine
pays its shareholders twenty per cent. on ten millions of capital, just so
surely will the Automatic Basket-Making Machines, which save three times
as much labor as the Linotype, earn dividends which will make the shares
of the Mergenthaler-Horton Basket Machine Company sought for at prices
which are beyond present computation.

MERGENTHALER-HORTON
BASKET MACHINE CO.

CAPITAL,

OFFICERS ©
Pres., - + H H WAR\MER
Treas., - CHARLES R. BARLOW,
Sec'y, SIDNEY B, WHITLOCK.

Early shareho!ders

$10,000,000.
TRANSILR AUENTS:

. The Corporation Trust Co.
of New York.

Eaxecutive Offices, 287 BROADWAY, NEW YORK.

BOSTON,
Atlantic National Cank Building,
State Street,

PHILADELPHIA,
Mutual Life Insurance Bullding,
1001 Chestnut Street.

WASHINGTON,
Van Doren Bulld.ng, 1331 F St

CLEVELAND,
New England Building,
129 Euclid Avenue.
PITISBURG,

Y01 Cmpire Building.
ST, LOULs,
Baokers' Finance Co.,
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