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17 our friends wha fasor us with manuscripis for
pudlication wish to have rejected articics returned, they
must in all cases send stamps for (hal purpoee.

The Sitatus of Chinese Exclusion.

Ten days ago the House passed a Chi-
nese Exclusion bill that is a much more
rigorous measure than the present law.
The increased severity was due to the
efforts of some of the Pacific Coast Sena-
tors and Congressmen, assisted by a
so-called Chinese Exclusion Committee,
appointed by the Governor of California
and sent to Washington to establish head-
quarteras and a lobby,

Tho intense eagerness of these and
other persons to represent the Geary
act's provisions as inadequate and in-
effective, and to increase the harshness
of our treatment of Chinese of all classes,
prevailed in tha House. The bill that
passed that body is simply outrageous.
We are not speaking of those sections
which are intended to exclude objec-
tionable immigrants, or honest Chinese
laborers or artisans who might come
into competition with American labor.
Assuming that it is desirable for the
best interests of the country to shut out
every grade of Chinese workingmen
and mechanics, the fact remains that
the provisions aimed directly at the
privileged classes allowed by our treaty
1o enter the United States, the teachers,
students, merchants, travellers, accred-
ited officials, and other Chinamen whom
we ought to be glad to admit and to
allow to remain here as long as they
please, are in this bill unnecessarily and
brutally harsh, and in some respects
insulting almost beyond belief.

The excuse offered by the promoters
of the House bil! and of the similar meas-
ure introduced in the Senate was, broadly,
that the existing Geary act failed to pro-
vide sufficient safeguards against per-
sonation and other frauds, and conse-
cuently did not shut the door close

nouzh, This was knocked sky-high
in tke Senate by the senior Senator
from New Hampshire. Dr. GALLINGER
merely pointed to the census of 1800
and then to that of 1900. During this
time, with the present law in operation,
the Chinese population of the United
States has decreased from 107488 to
80,865, or about seventeen per cent.;
while the number of Chinamen in Cali-
fornia has decreased from 72472 to
45,783, or forty per cent.

The discussion in the Senate lasted
a week. It brought out very clearly
the objectionable character of the pro-
posed legislation, from the point of view
of necessity, expediency or treaty obli-
gation. The speeches of Senator CvL-
LoM and Senator FORAKER were par-
ticularly impressive, as bearing on the
question of national honor and good
faith toward a friendly nation. On
Wednesday the Senate rejected the
Exclusion Commission's measure by
the decisive vote of 48 to 33, adopting
the substitute offered by Mr. PraTT of
Connecticut, which keeps the present
laws in force during the lifetime of our
treaty of 1994 with China, and, in case
of the abrogation of that treaty by China
in 1904, until a new treaty shall be con-
cluded. The Platt substitute also pro-
vides for the exclusion from our main-
land of Chinese laborers coming from
any of the insular possessions.

The present Exclusionlaw expires by
limitation two weeks from next Monday.
The treaty by which China acquiesces
in our exclusion of Chinese laborers
runs until December, 1904. The House
has passed a bill introducing new, harsh
and unnecessary provisions unwarranted
by the treaty. The Senste has passed
a bill strictly in conformity with treaty
obligations, and at the same time amp'y
protecting Americun labor, as experi-
ence and the census figures prove. The
Platt substitute should be accepted by
the House and enactad before May 6

Another Attempt at Cooperation
Out on the big RBoux reservetion in a

district somewhat vaguely located by
the news deshatihes as lying ninety
miles west of Pwrre ~ )., fory |
Chicago men have taken twenty-five |
quarter sections of land on which
to establish a coliperative community
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of weakness rather than strength. A
controlling central authority seems to
be a necessity in the cotperative com-
munity, whether its aims are spiritual
or commercial,

The tendency of the age is codpera-
tive in all things, but the stumbling block
in the path of all these isolated com-
munities has been the difficulty of wise
self-government. The most success-
ful compromise with the codperation
plan that has appeared thus far has been
the profit-sharing corporation. There
are at least twenty such corporations
in this country, among them the Nelson
Manufacturing Company of Leclaire,
Ill., the Pillsbury Milling Company,
the Bourne Mills at Fall River and the
Columbus Street Railway Company,
which have flourished by dividing their
profits among their employees. Eng-
land and Germany have a much larger
proportion of such companies than this
country and the scheme has passed the
experimental stage. Given oertain con-
ditions and the proper management
ita success is assured. It escapes the
snare of the codperative community be-
cause in each instance the ability of
the controlling interest has been dem-
onstrated before the employees are per-
mitted to share in the profits.

If the Chicago codperative colony
out in South Dakota has been launched
on lines that shall lead to success, its
growth will be watched with interest
by thousands of people who have cher-
ished similar schemes only to see them
fail.

Cuba in the House To-day.

It would be a glorious thing if the
passage of the Cuban Reciprocity bill
by the House of Representatives this
afternoon accomplighed the full measure
of that ‘‘substantial reduction in the
tariff duties on Cuban imports into the
United States' which Mr. ROOSEVELY
has described as a vital need to Cuba
and to us an obligation of honor.

It would be a fine accompaniment of
the independence which this nation has
given to Cuba if there was an assuranoe
of prosperity for her in the 20 per cent.
reduction which the bill proposes.

““As we have performed the part of a
guardian up to the present moment,"”
said the chairman of the Committee on
Ways and Means the other day, ‘' and are
about to send the ward forth into the
world, we cannot afford to take the risk
of failure, if a little timely aid will insure
success.” This sentiment of the Hon.
SERENO E. PAYNE would shine splen-
didly on the record, if 20 per cent. were
per cent. enough for the need of the
situation.

It is not enough.

If the bill passes the House to-day, as
it undoubtedly will, the event ghould be
regarded by every friend of Cuba and of
justice as a beginning only. It will be
a first step in the process of legislation
toward the substantial reduction which
the President urged. The first step has
been taken tardily and with difficulty,
but it is sometimes the first step that
costs and that counts.

The Temperance Movement.

The modern temperance agitation
may be said to have begun in England
about a century ago, but it was in this
country that the movement first made
great headway, and its influence on
American society has been far more
general and more powerful than on any
other, Abstinence from intoxicating
drink has become the teaching of the
religious communions in which are in-
cluded the majority of American Chrig-
tian believers, and in some of them it
is enforced by drastic discipline, as Mo-
HAMMED, the foremost temperance re-
former, enforced it on his followers,

Hard drinking in the colonial period
and in the earlier years of this Republic
gave ample reason for the movement,
and when it got fairly going in the first
quarter of the last century it soon went
ahead with a rush, in New England,
more especially.  Already in 1533 six
thousand local societies, with one mil-

tures, and so successfully that “a tem-
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perance education law, usually of a mild
nature, was soon passed by nearly every
State and by the national Congress.®
Temperance was to be taught in con-
nection with physiology and hygiene;
and to that end “ the next step was to
induce or compel publishers to revise
their physiologies and incorporate in
them chapters on narcotics.” To satisfy
the women agitators the teaching was
pushed beyond the limitations of truth
as established by scientific demonstra-
tion. The rum devil was painted too
black physiologically. Positions were
taken which science made utterly un-
tenable, and a epirit of exaggeration
pervaded the text books. The tem-
perance object was stuck out too prom-
inently and disproportionately.

Moreover, the point of providing the
instruction having been gained, the
agitators forthwith went still further
and demanded laws requiring that the
text books used should devote at least
one-fifth of their space to narcotics and
that temperance instruction should be
given to all the scholars from the
lowest primary classes up to the high
school. The temperance women fairly
bulldozed Legislatures, publishers and
teachers, and rode rough-shod over the
objections and suggestions of State
officers of schools, men of science, and
physicians of eminence. The pupils,
too, more especially the smaller chil-
dren, resisted the cramming and took
no interest in the subject, learned very
little about it, and of that little much
that was false. The School Superintend-
ent of Connecticut, questioning teach-
ers, found that generally the children
did not understand the text books, and
consequently the instruction did not
promise to have any influence in deter-
ring them in after years from the use of
alcoholic liquors and other narcotics.

The upshot was that after a trial of
eight years widespread opposition to the
Connecticut law was developed among
the educators of the State, and at the
last session of the Legislature an act was
passed radically modifying the temper-
ance education law. Now temperanoe
instruction is not required below the
fourth grade, nor in the high school, and
text books are no longer obliged to
devote any definite part of their space to
narcotics. The new law is of the nature
of a compromise with the temperance
people, and, though not altogether satis-
factory to ecience, it is a beginning in
retracing a false step. The absolute
tyranny of the Women's Christian Tem-
perance Union has been resisted suc-
cessfully, or, at least, it has been wealk-
ened. A fetich has been partially
overthrown, The theory that children
can be made total abstainers by text
books which set out to frighten themn
with false and exaggerated teachings
of the physiological evils of alcohol has
been shattered. As Mr. FERGUSON savs,
‘“ Liberty to teach the truth, as the
teacher understands it, and to teach it in
the way in which he can make it most
effective ' is what is required for genu-
ine temperance instruction, and in Con-
necticut it has now been secured, at
least partially.

Unquestionably, one of the strongest
influences in bringing about the greater
temperance in the use of alcohol which
now prevails so noticeably among in-
telligent people has been (he spread
of knowledge as to the evil physical
effects of its abuse; but nothing woul
tend more surely to check that de-
sirable progress than false and un-
scientific teaching on the subject, stimn-
lated by a temperance fanaticism which
proceeds on the vicious theory that the
end justifies the means. The tem)er-
ance movement is going ahead quietly
throughout civilization with an impetus
which can be checked only by those
too much disposed to meddle with the
operation of causes different from those
they themselves desire to see working,

Baseball,
The baseball season opened yesterday

lion members, had been established,
and two thousand distilleries had been
closed. At that time the agitation, as a ‘
whole, did not go to the extreme of total
abstinence, but stopped at the use of
spirits merely. A few years later, how-
ever, this eomplete abstinence began
that time
it has become ! the end to which the
movement tends unalterably. Theu the

famous Waslungtonian movement bLe

pan with a knot of Maryland drunkards
determined on reformstion. lis dis-
tinguishing feature was a pledge o
atwtain from all aleoholic drinks, and s
earnoatly was it pushed by public ineet
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three quarters of & million of
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with brighter prospect of the suppres-
sion of rowdyism than has attended any
soason aince the famous personal agree-
ment to that end between the baseball
Presidents

The instructions to umpires issued by

| the Secretary of the National League this

year oontain a new scheme for keeping

| order, which certainly promised 1o work

The old system of fluing players was
futile, for the reason that the lines were
paid by the clubs; and there being no
personal pressiare of discipline upon the
players, they kept on guarrelling with

the umpire lng.-lnl‘u-us of his el lion
Yesterday it was announosd. however
| that instead of fines upon te man there
are 1o he fines upon the club i the shape
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If the automobile is to attain the prom-
inence which rightfully belongs to it, its
speed surely should not be restrioted to less
than a mfle in six minutes, or, as those pro-
fessional calculators, the *“bike cops,”
muld say, five blocks in a minute and a

Strong proof has been afforded, however,
in the last few weeks that, among many of
the chauffeurs, the quality of caution is
deplorably weak; and while this condition
exists, there will be little surprise if the re-
quest for a ten-mile limit is denied. The
real difference, though, between a legal
rate of eight miles per hour and one of ten
miles per hour is of little importance. An
automobilist who can properly control his
machine when going eight miles an hour
should be as well able to control it when
going a wgile in four minutes, or fifteen
miles per hour. Experience has shown that,
a8 a cause of accidents, high speed is a
secondary matter, The trouble comes,
primarily, from the drivers' incompetence,
thoughtlessness or inattention.

The Appellate Division of the Second
Department, in an able opinion rendered
by Mr. Justice BARTLETT, has unanimously
reversod the decision of Judge GAYNOR
at Special Term, which practically nullified
the action of Governor ODELL in removing
the Sheriff of Kings county from office,

Some time ago, on March 25, Tur Sun
expressad the opinion that Judge GAYNOR'S
view was not sound, because the offence
for which GupeN had been removed was
directly connected with the office of Sheriff,
his removal being based on a corrupt prom-
ise made to one Bert RE1ss, and a cor-
rupt agreement with REiss to appoint
him ocounsel to the Sheriff in consideration
of his activity in securing influence and
votes for GUDEN.

The Appellate Division holds that if
the acts committed before GUDEN entered
into office had no direct relation to his sub-
sequent official conduet, a corrupt promise,
made before alection, to exercise his officlal
powers in a particular way, affords a
sufficient basis in law for the removal
of the officer by the Governor.

This decision of the Appellate Division
is eminently sound. It would seem mon-
strous that the Governor of the State should
have no power to remove a county officer
who had sought to obtain his election by
means of a corrupt agreement, to be car-
ried out or fulfilled immediately upon his
assumption of office. Such a technical
oonstruction of the Constitution would as-
sure the long tenure in office of a man who
had forfeited every claim to public regard,
by his manifest unfitness and by his viola-
tion of the provisions of the crimiual law.

For some days reports have been running
that the trust principle is about to be applied
to the great staple of the South, cotton,
in respect to the mills already established
there in great number for spinning yarn,

Do the Southern newspapers shriek that
that Democratic section of the country is to
be ruined and the Constitution prostrated?
Not much! They seem to think that the
Cotton Yarn Trust will be a good thing.

With what a large and understanding
eye Mr. RopERt FITZSIMMONS surveys the
country as he invites Mr. JEFFRIES (0 come
and stand up before him in the arena of
the gloves! *“ I am convinced,” says he,
“after carefu! investigation, thaet the only
State in the Union for our purposes is
(alifornia. Nevada's isolation makes it
out of the question. Kentucky has declared
her opposition to the event.® And * South
Caroline, through her Governor,” with
whom Mr. Frrzeimmons has had * com-
munication by telegraph,” expresses her
determination to keep him and JEFFRIES
without her borders. 8o, to California!

There is a ring to Mr. FrrzsiMMoNs's
communication which means business.

A PHILIPPINE GEOGRAPRY,

A Score of Lines Covers Its Account of the
United States.

To TAR LEprror or THE SvN-—<Sir: Mr
Irving Hancock has lately presented to this
library several manuseripts picked up by him
in the Philippines  One of them is a treatise
on geography. The entira chapter relating
to the United States, transiated, is as follows;

UNITED STATES

Q Whers is this country? A

Au.orlf‘-‘n

In North

hat are its boundaries? A British
Ameriea bounds it on the north, the Atlantie
Oocean and the Bahama Channel on the East,
the Straits of Florida and the Gulf of Mexico
on the south, Mexico and the Pacific Ocean
on the west
What is its form of government?! A

A Federal ropublic

( Mow is this composed? A Of forty
different States

Q What are its rivars and mountains® A
The most linportant rivers are the Mississippl,
Nisgara, Missourt, Colorado and the 8t Lawe
rence

What i (ts capital A Washington—

but New York ls the most limportant city

N OB -1t is a Protestant eauntry, but there
are Catholie Arelibishops there
hat is all Tittle did th e schoolteacher
who wrote this (o 1887 or s sxpeot the sdvent
of the regin ents (rom North Dukota, Colorade
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THE BRITISH BREAD TAX.

A Study of the Possible Consequences of
This Notable Change of Pelloy.

To Tas Evrror or Tur Sun—8ir: The
British budget carries on its face every
trace of its agrarian origin. Profiting by
circumstances the landlord party has suce
oeeded in foreing on Parliament the impo-
sition of a bread tax which the British
people are certain mooner or later to revolt
against. Already the effect of it is seen
in the increase of the price of the quartern
or four-pound loaf by two cents.

By iteelf this might be of little conse-
quence, if other articles of common con-
sumption among the masses had remained
at their normal prices. The extra taxes
previously imposed on their tobacco,
spirits and beer have, however, touched
their pockets perceptibly and led to a
diminution in the consumption of those
articles, In the case of the working class
this was not an evil, they being articles of
Juxury; but the same thing cannot be done
in the matter of bread. Whatever the
poorer people may forego, they cannot go
short on bread, for to do so would be to
impair their energies and by so much
diminish their work power. 1I, therefore,
they do not eat less bread, the difference
in price will have to come out of something
else, and probably it will be out of articles
paying a higher tax, which will react in-
juriously on the revenue.

But they may fall back on potatoes, as
has been the case in Germany; that, how-
ever, will be to the advantage of the land-
lord party, whose rents, besidee receiving
the stimulus of the grain and flour duties,
will be further assured by the increased
consumption of potatoes. Should the latter
result follow the imposition of the bread
duties, then our wheat export trade is
bound to be more or less affected.

The idea has been broached that these
duties have been imposed in order to afford
a basis for negotiating new trade relations
between Great Britain and the colonies
at the approaching conferenoce of colonial
Ministers in London.

There are several reasons why this should
not be the case, The principal one is that
the landlords’ rents in Great Britain have
fallen so low of late years that they are
not likely to give up right away to the
coloniak farmer the advantages accruing
from the new taxes.

The other is that the Established Church,
whose influenoce is still sttong in England,
and' whose tithe-rent charge has fallen in
value from £112 16s. 82%d. in 1875 to £06 10s.
0'd. last year, the standard being £100, will
not be eager to forego the benefit of the
new taxes for the sake of the colonial grain
grower. They will object to it on the
prineciple that charity begine at home,
and if in order to secure the oontinued
adhesion of the commercial imperialists
to the new fiscal policy of the Govern-
ment, some comnpensation is necessary,
it will have to be in another direction,
What its nature may be we shall probably
have to wait until after the oonference
with the colonial Ministers in June to see,
unless some indication of it ecomes out
in the course of the budget debate.

In connection with the new grain and
flour duties in England, it is interesting to
examine the fluctuations of the price of
wheat in England between the years 1786
and 1863. From the first of those years
to 1801, it rose from $10.48 per imperial
quarter of 8% pounds to $20.08 the quarter.
Between 1802 and 1812 the price fluctuated
between $1398 and $30.73 the quarter.
From 1818 to 1848 it varied from $28.53
to $9.55, the average for those years, how-
ever, being $14.88, which was high. The
first half of the century was a piping time
for the landlords and f . From
that time on wheat var moderately,
except during the Crimean War when it
rose to $18.14, the price ranging from $13.68
to $0.35 the quarter. Sinoe 1862 it has
been steadily falling, touching as low as
$5.5¢ in 1804. In 1000 the average prioce
for the year was $0.52 per imperial quarter.

It is to be remarked in connection with the
foregoing statistics, that the rise of British
commercial supremacy was coincident with
the fall in the price of wheat; in other words,
the resulting cheapuess of food with free
trade in raw materials built up the enor-
mous reserve of wealth on which the present
Government of Great Britain is drawing
80 heavily in order to prosecute a war of
devastation in Bouth Africa—wasting
wealth in order to destroy wealth,

What the consequence of enhancing the
price of food may be, whether it will result
in a loss of trade and whether it will not also
lead to some radioal change in the land
laws of Great Britain that will bring baok
{nto cultivation the millions of aeres that
have gone out of cultivation during pn
past thirty years, remains to be seen With
the return of peace in South Africa there
will necessarily be a cessation of the war
expenditure which has stimulated business
in Great Britain and been at the bottom
of the increased yield of the lnocome tax
The fall in wage payments noted in the

flrst Lalf of 1L, smounting on an average
o $180, 000 & week, continues and s reflocted
in the falling off iu the yield of the tolaono
and spirit duties . There has been an incresse
of pauperiam in Loondon alone, according
to the workhouse returus, of about 4 per
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AROUND THE GALLERIES,

Landscapes by Dwight W. Tryon st the
Montross Gallery.

Three landscapes by Dwight W, Tryon,
representing his latest work, can be seen
at the Montross Gallery. One of them,
“The Brook,” is of considerahle size, prob-
ably fifty inches high and some sixty In
length; very much larger, in fact, than his
usual canvases. It shows the bend of a
trout stream, the blue-purple water of
which sweeps beneath a clayey bank and
rushes over little ledges of stone, disap-
pearing below the bank, which one is made
to feel terminates the level of the portion
of meadow in the foreground. At the back
of the water a stone wall with trees and
brush at intervals extends across the pict-
ure, beyond it being a low ridge, partly
of grass and partly of brown soil, fringed
with trees; while overhead are flocky
masses of warm gray cloud. For a warm-
ish light penetrates the scene, the cheery
harbinger of real warmth that fitfully
eports with soft shedows uader the shifting
clouds of a epring day. The focus of light
is on the clay bank and water, which shine
clearly, while around this centre circle
graduated passages of light and ehadow;
very lambent, transparent and lightly
moving. Indeed, the circulation of the
light and consequent creep of the shadows
form one of the most beautiful features
of this picture; the scene is penetrated
with lighted atmosphere, that has, too, a
distinet quality of light truthfully pre-
served in its varying relations of intensity
throughout the picture.

Equal enjoyment will be derived from
a study of the drawing and construction.
They are extraordinarily truthful, natural-
istic in the highest degree; as, for Instance,
in the rendering of the lighted bank and in
the way in which the foreground is kept
above the brook, its drop to the water,
though Winseen, being indicated with a b-
solute precision, while if you will observe
the various objects in the landscape, y ou
':luumll.n with what pnohlono‘ \ tthey oo}su py

e 8 atmosphere.
Nuumntr‘:d yot oomr?lot:l'y
regulated to pictorial effect to a compo-
sit alike of etirring breadth and -r°-
plicity and of artfully contrived unusual-
ness. Certainly it {aa noble picture that can
scarcely fail to arrest attention upon the
first glance and will as certainly win uron
one's interest by companionship, revealin
in its frank impressionability to the trut
of nature no little of her subtle, underlying

poetry.

For this resents the attitude of Mr.
Tryon's mind, which reaches after the
soul of the facts, through penetrating,
affectionate observation of the facts them-
selves. In other words, the poetical feeling
is not an antecedent intention, but a result
that preceeds logically from the premises
of study, and by reason of its logle, which
does not interfere with enthusiasm in the
artist any more than in the scientist, so
much the more convineing.

In the smaller picture “November Morn-
ing"” there is a similar truth to facts, brought
to upon a tumbled etretch of country,
with interesting diversities of form; and
including also a very delicate realization
of cool, clear light from a sky in which
the brlfbt blue softly filters through gray,
hazy clouds; while a special feature of the
third hndn:'re. “The Meadow Road,” is
the eilver ect of dewy sheen upon the
fresh tender herbage.

These landscapes prove that Mr. Tryon
is in on of powers that are con-
tinually maturing, in the direction both
of bigness of feeling and of a
sensitiveness of vision and expression
and that this sensitivenees is treasured
less and for its own sake, but made
perpetually more subordinate to the purpose
of exp g the larger harmonies of
nature. It is the balance of the big and
subtle and the fact that it is rofu ted
to the o ion of the true ficance
S Teremest Sing (he Toatetore paint:

. foremost among pe paint-
ers of America.
Portralts by Julla Haven at Knoedler's
Gallery.

At Knoedler's Gallery Miss Julia Haven
{8 exhibiting eight portraits which will no
doubt prove satisfactory to some visitors.
One may infer it from the conversation,
impossible not to be overheard, of two
young ladies who floated into the gallery
with that happy irrepressibility of interest
in everything and anything that dis-
tinguishes such sippers and tasters of
many kinds of impressions, when they are
“doing® the galleries and stores. From
the flow of their volubility, unchecked
during a visit of nearly one minute and a
half, a phrase arose te the surface like a
bubble on & brook—"Exquisite; so clear aud
distinet!” It s the sort of exquisiteness
that the fashionable photograpler strives
for in obedience to the wishes of his client,
who desires the face and costume to be
distinet and clear.

The phrase was not inapt as regards
these portralts; excellent likenesses one
feels pretty sure thay are, and the features
defined with a distiuctuness that is quite
rtqnmu-, but without any feeling for the
color, quality and texture of h. In
the portrayal of the heads a recipe prevails;
first as to the gesture, the face a little
oue side, the syes lonkmf fn the opposite
direction; aud then as to the modelling
of the features in a sort of pale soapy tone
with shadows of warmish brown. As may
be divined, the recipe (s not an artistic one
and us repetition i the oase of ladies and
gentlemon alike divests it even of s
ness. s w0 obviously & trick of trade
Really, one oannot consider thess oo
traite from the polnt of view of art, Lt
rather as auother curious lndication of
what |n1~:|)lu will sooept o the way of * just
“s ‘ L

Edhel Wright ot Clausen's
Galler)y

Pietures W)

An ealibition of pietures, porin and
studios » being held by Miss Fthel Wirogla
el Ulsusen s Gallory This lady's tuattinr
bears the stamp of Bouth  Kensingt o
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THE ORINOCO RIVER.

Little Known Out of South Ameriea, But
One of the Greatest in the World,
From the Caracas Herald
One of the greatest rivers of the world
the Orinoco, is also one of the least kuow,
to Europeans. Its sister, the Amapon, has
often been described by Wallace and Bate.
among others, but Humboldt remains pra..
tically the only writer of standing up.,
the great stream which, rising on the fros.
tiers of Brazil. runs for 2,000 miles througy,
Venezuela, receiving in its course such in.
mense tributaries as the Mela and Apurs
and discharging itself by a hundred mout! s
Into the South Atlantic opposite the Britisy

island of Trinidad

The principal entranee, and the only ons
avallable for salling vessels, i{s the Boca
Grande, to the south, into which flow
among other tributaries, the Aratura and
the Amacura, the latter almost coineldiny
In its course with the Schombyrgk boundury
line between British Guiana and Venezuela
But wost of the traMe of the Orinoco passes
through Trinidad, where passengers and
goods are transferred to steamers almos
flut-bottomed, and reach the Orinoco by th.
mouth known as Macarao, the open sea he
Ing avoided It was by that route that the
writer started In the Apure, chartered for
the oocasion, on a trip of 500 miles up tha
great river, forming probably the first, 4
vertainly the largest party of tourists whic)
had ever ascended it.

Six hours after leaving Port of Spain t'.a
entrance of the Macarao was reached und
for fourteen hours we navigated a deep chay.
nel, perhaps half a mile wide, whose atira
tlons surprised those who had read of the delig
of the Orinoco as a dismal swamp, thousands
of luuluracln}lm in extent, tenanted only hy

o few wild Indians, who built their houses
in among the trees, by wild beasts and by
birds. e description I8 true, though the

fmpression left {s not quite correct  Well.
nigh impenetrable forests and undergrowty
hide ground which is for the most purt ooze,
covered for half the year by water The
Guaraoan Indlans, many of whom paddled
out to meet the steamer and . I canoes
roughly hollowed from the trunk of u tree,
and who dispute supremacy of these wilds
with jaguars and alligators, ure extremely
low specimens of humanity, though attach.
ment to their dogs, large, rough-haired and
excellent hunters, should be mentioned (s
their credit

But the passerby sees none of the horrors
of this great swamp. They are concealed
by magnificent trees growing to the water's
edge, whose branches may sometimes ba
touched from the steamer, when she s
steered close to the shore in order to avod
the current. Sometimes that splendid par.

asite, the matapalo, has wrapped in ity
deadly folds several adjacent trees, and,
these perishing, it stands alone, showing

walls of green and resembling a large fvv
manteled tower Upon this and upon tla
tops of the tallest trees other parasites Aing
masses of blossom. A flock of Auningors
makes a brilliunt scarlet patch here and
there. the sun fashes from parrots of manv
slzes and various hues: snow-white cranes
gaze stolidly from the hanks: macaws, gree
and yellow, or deep erimson on head ard
breast, My heavily past; and smaller birds of
every coior of the rainbow scream or chatter
or sing among the trees

Fourteen Years of Drought.

From the Galveston Daily News.

AvsTtix, Tex, April 11.—<Capt. Wash Shely,
Sheriff of Starr county, was here to-day
and ealled on Gov, Sayers and laid the de-
{ni{u of the distressing situation before the
atter.

“There are more than 11,000 poo{ﬂa in Starr
county and 6,000 in Zapata county,” Sheriff
Bhel;; said. “Of this number, more than
one-half are either in destitute condition
at thia time or will be very soon. The poor
people are flocking into the settlements
along the Rio Grande from the ranches
They have absolutely nolhlnq to live upon.
No corn has besn raised for two years, and
in fact it has been that long sinoe any rain
has fallen. The droughtreally began four-
teen years ago and has been gro\'ln‘hworu
vear by year. There are probably children
several years old in that section who havae
never seen & really good rain.”

o —————

Preshyterianism (in New York.
From the Christian Intelligencer.
Religious conditions in this city recently ocalled

forth from the new pastor of the Fifth Avenue
Presbyterian Chureh, the Rev. Dr. J. Ross Steven -
son, the following comment as to the Presbyterian
Church In the metropells: “Our Church ia this
city is vot sufficlently progressive or aggreasive,
and 1 regret to say has fallen behind the others
Seventy-five years ago the Preshyterian Chureh
had an opportunity to become the most Influen
tlal organization In America. In fact, It was then
the American Church, but we did not make the
most of the opportunity presented us. Our Church
instead of advancing has held back, and to-day
1t s not one-tenth what It should be in members
and influence.”

Reputation.
Mrs. Trout—I'm afrald our little Speokies s small
for his age.
Mr. Trout—Don't weorry. If any one oatch:s
him be’ll Agure as & pound and a half at least

Profitable Drawing.
*1 understand that they fought to a draw *
“Yes. Each one of them drew about four th
sand dollars in prize money and gate reosipts ~

Without Effert.
From the Phtladeiphia Bulletin.
“1s he a bard drinkert”
“Indeed, no! 1t's the easiest thing he doms *
Foreign Notes of Heal Interest
A Bohemlan couple holds the record for pro as |
pation. Frane Rosner. 100 years of age was ¢
tied on his deathbied to Anna Reaner, aged w3
al Obergolite. The groom died two days
The two Lad bLeen lu love for seventy e
but had kept puttiog off the wedding dey
A Britiah chlidrens' paradise has disapprar
in the Lowiher Arcade, which has been Lon 4
1o wake way for the Strand Improvemen's
sevenly years s oy shops stirpcted young !
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