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tluinini rrniiinell Inn of IVex
A sturoshfiil attempt to portray n man

tilit playeel a great part In the history o

the Church of Knglnriel li made In Ilin two
voim collectively entitled and ltl-
trr nf Thomas I rrmitrlt by I ton Kit Ilieitxow-
McnniMAN Oxford thp Clarendon Pritsi-
Tho author has undertakeR to estimate
without nny religious Mas the werk per-
former hv thin remarkable adventurer
Jlls rePTihes have fonvnced him Mint
Thomas Cromwells actions worn Invariably
inspired by politiriil motive nnil tlint the

ueilei liisipil changes etirriiel
liU Riiidanie were not iriels in them

elves merely incidents e f administra-
tion ll follows thnt In Mr Merrimans-
CDwiiin to Cromwell from n ell-
stlncitveh religious Mnmlpolnt whether
Catholic or Protestant would tlin-

yulni ntid obscure the truth Selfish ln
In to hnvo tten hut It MCIDS Id
our author ns Idle to disparage tVmweHs-
patriotism And statesmanship as It to try
to make him out a hero of thn Information
Ills venality nnil hs lack of fidelity to Wol

y nrfi acknowledge bit the other
hnndnplnee is assigned In him hipler
than that belonging to nol men nf hs
type th tyjNt exomplilleMl liy the Knrl of-

Warwick in Erglird AM I liy Maurice of
fvnxony on the Cmit Iront n typo to which
theological IMIICS wero Milictiliinlc to po-

ll Ion I considerations
When we oidci the ptiilnenip

power tn which Thomas Cromwell iwe
It Is asiiiWiing how necurflte knowl-
edge P have enticirning his hiith nrd-
pnrly years We know not certainly winre

when ln wrs born In view however
probable nr at the lime of his
nlTond his ran hardly linvo

Inter than Hi nnd ns the cvl-

ejiwe of tlin State Papers proves that
Thomas was the cf Walter Cromwell
who resided nt Putney In tc mnmr it

It reasonable to assume thai
the HOII w nn born thnro father Waller-
Crornwill was n T VIT nnd fuller
and tho Court Itollh of th intuinr how that
hn won of n qiiarrtlvom and riotous tJiar
actor It wnw Wnltur Iromwflla rldost
daughter Kathi rln who inarrlnd n young
WilsliDian nniniHl MrKnn WillintnH and
tlipril y h canu nn nnicrstriM of Ollvrr-
fromwHI All our information bout
Thomas lYomwrllM pArlier yean up to

dnrivivj from llio Itnlian novollut

to irAiirille from n par iRO In Catflirnl-
PooV ArKiloRia to Charles V and from
Koiea Feclosiastkal History It hn Ixen
tho fashion t decry thpM niithoritkH
oailso of their nndoiihted of
dotpj Itt Mr Mrrriman thinks it wiser
to try to Rlean from tholr tho
moro probable farts eonccrnliif tho sub-
ject of this lilngrnptiy

Thnt Tlumtax Cromv had n ftiarrp
with his father which raiuunl him to leave
Kngland when a boy Is pronounced prob-
able IJandellon ctatrment Unit he came
to Italy flooitiK from his father and

nK erton that he was illbehaved
when young together with tho many en-

tries in the folk concerning father
tmpottioiirt and disorderly condun all
point to tho truth of this Mary Ioie
moreover assorts that Cromwell told
mer in later years what a nifllan h

younger days Pole n erts that
ho soon became n roving soldier in Italy
a etatomcnt which in borne out by the tale
of liandello and and that ho was in

wrvico of thn Freiuh army at the battle
on the tarigliano Thc 589 J6C3 Our
author thinks that the Italian novelets-
ptory about rromwoll and Krescobaldo
tin Flornnllne merchant may havo some

In fart for there are ppvera-
ltnentlom of Krefcobaldo In the State Pa-

pers of 10 which prove that Cromwell
wa with nn Itnlian of that nnme
From the daM of HnmlMIoH tale up to 1512

our nuthor awepis as pn bablr the actount
of CromwcllV life contained In Poles Apol-

ogia It Is there assorted that after lila
brief military career he lirtamn n mer-
chant but did not remain a inerchnnt long
and that ho later attached hlnwlf ns ac-

countant to a Venetian whom Pole knew
very well says that Cromwell
returned to alter his niay In Ilor
enc hut our author thinks il more likely
that he first went to and engaged
In trade there for Koxo and Chaptyn boih-
agre tutu ho was in Flanders and tho
former avers that his was in the irviw
of EnglUh dealers In th Flemish marts
Another of tho martyroldi Ktorles
itrcngthens the theory tlint Cromwell was
In Antwerp wxne after tho dnttlo on
tIm fiarijliano According to Foxe one
ieofftey Chamlwrn waw sent to Itome as a

representative of the iuild of Our Iidy In
Kt Church in Hostoii to obtain
from th Pope certain pardons and Indul-
genoprt by which the H V TO rules concern-
Ing Ijonten observances might lo reloxcd
pacing through Antwerp ho fell in with
Cromwell whom h persuaded to accom-
pany him Tho Inner entered Into tho
spirit of tho enterprise urrlvod nt Homo
ho procured FOIIIO choice sweetmeats and

with tbeso lay In wait
tar the Popo on hits return from hunting
Tho delicacies wero olTerod Jiillun
delighted with them mid granted tho

lmlulgence Foxo says that thin
episode place about tim yerr IMO

Our author opines that this Jeoffrey-
Chnmborn woe thn Kimo man who In later
years was m active as Cromwells agent
and ns Surveyoroncrnl cf the KlngH
purchased lands Tho story indicates
that Cromwell went to Italy the second
Um which fits in well with Poles state
meat that after his military experience

l eiamo first a merclant and then a clerk
to n Venetian trader In thn absence of
any trust worthy chronology however
It I impossible to regard any of theeo tales

s really historical A letter to l sure
written In Juno 1MB by a mercer named
Elyot to Cromwell HCIM to Imply that
tIe letter was at Middloburg In 1515 Tho
accounts of Foxe and Clmpuys agree that
he was in tim Low Countries in hi younger
days and apparently the latter just men-
tioned flies tho date Them Is also some
resnon to bellovo that In tho course of the

tmo year ho was in London practisingA-

H n solicitor There exists in the lleoord
Office a document dated November 1515

and entered In n hand which resemble
that f CrornwellH later corresp jiderce
There is another reaKon for assuming that
Cromwell returned to Hnglard in 1512orf oon

for his marriage mimi base taken
about thU time tho age of his son

Gregory being Mich that It could
i much later Cromwells
v Ifo to whom Chapuys rcfern as the daugh-
ter of a was Kllnlielh Vykys
dosconded from ono of an ancIent family of
eniUlre who was gentlemanUsher to Henry
VII Her father seems to have been a
cloth and vool merchant and Cromuell-
LrnklcN continuing to practise an a solIcItor
carried on lib fatherinlaws buslnetw nt-

Irart n late as 15U A more detailed ae-

rnunt of his Viirecr during the seven or
eight years which followed his proliablo
return to England It IH Inipomlblo to give
ro tnintworthy contemporary records con
cernlng him being extant for tin years
between 1512 and 1520 In tho year last
tamed tbrre U a record which leaves little
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doubt that Cromwell haul at least become
known to WoNey but no other mention
of Cromwell In cotin with the Car

occurs till u a when h draftrel n-

pellltem to Wolsey In Chancery for a client
There is also proof 1512 and
1521 Cromwell was H lender of money at
hlflh rates of lntieri

After year ihpri is io
mention of Thomas Cromwell OH n cloth
merchant and He Ion now
become a successful scllcltor and nieiic
over was rapidly advancing in favor nrd
intimacy with Cnnlituil In the
beginning of 1525 Wolsey reee nliil that
lie had in Cromwell nn agert mpable of
l ing trusted with the performance if n
work mar the Cardinal Inart namely
the of some of the oiiialler
monasteries wh ed would furnish funds
for th building of his eollego nt Oxford
The requisite fur the1 nerompllHhrnciit of
such n design were nn intimate kreiwledge
of law especially ns related to lands and
chattels nnel n farseeing hnrrli nrd rather
utiKTUpitlous nature These qualities
Cromwell KisMMd in the very highest
degree His eftlieicy in carryln on this
work however was only equalled by lila

notorious accessibility lo rita and pres-

ents in tlie ills osal ef mimitMic leases
The which could pay a large
bribe was often left untouched nUll eif

those that were suppressed It Is pronounced-

prolvihln that a spoils
went straight into the poi kets of the gup-

prefsors Petitions lo save farms fir
people or to get lercflces for then whoso
properly wns burned were answered by
Creitnwell favorably if granting them
meant a substnntiil reward fer him un-

favorably If the reuTw Owing lull liy
to Mils behavior and to the fat tint
the suppression of the MiiaHcr momil cries
was iinpopulir In itself Cromwell heenum-
so gererally hated that in August 1527 It

was Kile that a sanctuary man by In
wait to ihy him and Cardinal IVlp who

was in l inelon nnel knew him well

told a corrPpotidint thai It was remrleel
that Cromwell had hev n sent to prison
and would be punished for lila crimea as
Wnlnpys agent As n matter of fact how-

ever Cromwell Kept on rising to higher
favor nnel more

It is well known that in October
Cardinal Wolsey lost Kings favor and
fell Into disgrace II was forced to give
up the Great Seal in flgn nn Indenture

thnt he had inetirrpd the
guilt of ritmwnirr lo forfeit most nf hl

lands possessions and nnd to retire
to hl sent nt i her on envpii
dish his biographer Cromwell has been

by Snkpsppnr unil bv Frorel-
ea faithful lo hU fallpti master unselllslily-

anel exclusively devoteel to lila iniTpMn
The author of this book has arrived nt r
different conclusion eoes not ftscrt
Indeed hat Cnvrndisli wilfully distorted
facts hut it suggesteel that hin direct-

ness nnd simplicity eiften him
from drawing just fiixltiitions from them
The tnith seenm to lie that while Cromwell
kept up the appearance of spending all Ifs
time In helping Wolsey in his elisgracn
really was occupied in serving his own ends
nnd in regaining the favor be hut l t ns
Cardinals agent Though he carefully
abstained from or saving anything
obviously WolseyV cause
for fear of alienating pocpln by laying
himself open to the accusation of faithless-
ness to life toaster lie really clid nrthirg
to the Cardinals advantage that fIll not
redound in nn Infinitely greater degree to
his own profit and advancement Hints
of lila eloubleeleallng must have rraeliee-

lWoleys ears for on one occasion the
Cardinal writes to Cromwell ihal he hears
he line not lone him as hood oflies ns hr

mlsit In connection with his colleges nnd
tile archbishopric Ily this time however
Cromwell hnd got everything Into his ovu
hard M that was forcrel to elo-

exactly he was bid Whenever the
ordinal undertook anything on hiM own
responsibility without asking liis MP arts
advice it wns greatly recent If Wiey

to hint that Cromwell was not whilly
to his interests the latter sent

back n complaining and halfthreatening
reply Thn Cardinal was even forced
write a htiiubln apology In lila ag nt for-

swnding liomier some mission
without lila advice When the King seized
Wol eys colleges at Oxford and Ipswich
Cromwell wrote irinply and almost con-

temptuous letters of consolation lo the
Cardinal Insteael of going in lila mas-

ter lo him in hiM sorrow as Wilwy-
repeatedly requested him to do lie itch
himself author of this hook
fleet not deny that Cromwell stood-
Wolfpy In the Parliamentary crl i in 1S2-

Bor that It was largely through Cromwells
efforts that Wolse y nhtalncil his temporary
pardon in February 1530 He poinls out
however that when nt the la t the Cir
elinnls eiiemlis against him a cid
tune antI brought about lila complete-
elowtifall there Is no record of Cromwells
saying a word or doing a thing in bin Iwhnir

When Cromwell entered the Kinds wr
as u member of thou Council as he-

senims to have done immediately after-
Wolseys death tho situation of Iligland-
tvth at bonin nnel abroad was critical in
the extreme The rplatiotn nf tlio iov
eminent with Home were raIned owing
to Henrys proceeding in the elivorce of
Queen Katherine antI both Franee and
Spain might lecome foes at nov moment-
At the Court various factions with dlfTfrenl
aims were disputing for ascendency and It

was singularly dllllctilt for one at oit to
enter the Kings service alter leaving that
of a fatten decide how his course
should Ixt leered examining-
CroniweHR nctlein nl this crisis Mr Merri
maui a description eif the mens per-

son anil character Cromwell we nre
tutu was a shut I si junglybuilt train
with n large dull faro He wps smiith-
shavcn with closccroppid hair nnil
n heavy double chin ills mniiili
small nnd cruel nnd was iuiiiiiintcd ly
an extraurellrnrily long pj rr lip whllei
a pair of gray eyes set cli sely
moveel rehtlcsly under hi light eyebrows
He an awkward uncouth gait which
lent well to Mm other peculiarities
of his personal appearance and gave one
the Idea that he wns n patient

If anything r rather stupid si it f-

mnn This was merely the efTecl pro
rluceel on a bystander nt the fnl glrree
however According lo I hapuys who
know hInt well ho a most extra
onlintr meibility of countenance so that
when engngeel In an con versa
lion his suddenly llgiil up and

dull drudging
clon give way lo a subtle ciiniilnr nnd-

Intvlllgent aspect nt variance with
lila ordinary appeanince It scrms that
his conversation at such momcMs was

witty anil entertaining to the a t ilegne-
anil Mi Spanish Ambn ailor notes tlint
lie lied hnblt of giving it rogulth nhli U
glance whenever ho made a striking

In our authors olnlon this e x

power eif facial control which
could adjust the to the cir
pumManees In vhlch ho was placid merely
reflects one of lie domhiHnt chiiractrrlMtirs
of tho man He tad n reiiurkubl power
nt quickly adjusting himself to sur-
roundings H rarely falled to
Immcclialcly Ma relullons to host
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whom he came In eimtart and his manner
behavior antI expression varied accord-
ingly Noonikiiiwlxtlorliowntidwlieti te

Halter than Thomas Cromwell on the oilier
hand no one eould IK more harsli
rrne1 hu vhin wis In n posit
dictate If uniii IK ln w himself to b-

complitrly liKitcr if tile situation lie be

cant tuotis nnel i string
At the lime be vn a elvll

I CDen Of Ids gooel taste leive-

of beniitiful things there nre ninny evi-

eloniis Tliere l rxlatit a long and com
pli itrel ioiri l bin friend
Stephen Vaighnn nlxiit chest of
very curious workmanhip which he wrnt-
ed for his hoiiM at Austin Friars a chest so
expensive xns nlrmut nfrnld-
to buy it There recerd eif Cromwells-
puichiiidiig n globe with u set of explana-
tory mtes ord the only two Crrnirn-

rouijcrwm runt Figvris thnt could In
found in Antwerp Kspcclnlly great wns
lila love of Italian things HU stay In
Italy linel IKPI of sufficient elurntlon lo
sleep him in he spirit of ItenalsyniceI-
IP had MI nad nnd Maehlavelli ns-

to mnl Unit thinker a to his own
political career That many
of the important Italian hook In print nt
that i inferred from the fart
thai In April I5W IMmund Ilonnrr remlneU-
Cromwell of a promise lend him Tho
Triumphs of Petrarch ami the tortlginno
und to make him a good Italian Of Ida
social gifts and of lila charm a a host there
Is no rum t eloubt There urn
proofs that he was a mugnlleent

ntnl liis personal
when be to himself agieeable
were Mich no one could resist him

l of Chfipuys Inform us that even
the mnt eir fil and serious politicians
were often put completely oil their guard
at Cromwells pleasing presence and net

dress and more thnn once Induced tei-

sriy things which should escape1
them

All this notwithstanding Ids Investiga-
tions havp coivineeil Mr Merrlman that
the winning exterior which Cromwell could
assume nt will was but a disguise to hide thn
real Inward character eif the man The
whole essence Cromwells personality-
eonslsts cf difprpit manifestations of one
fundamental tinriprlylng trait which may
perhaps lie best expressed by tho cximmon

e n strict nllention to business
Cromwell worshIpped nnel sought after-
I IIP useful only nnd
utterly elUregrreicel everythifg else A

striking itstance nf this quality s given In

the enn venation which Pole relates as hav-
ing taken plate ctween himself nnel Crom-
well at WoNoys house the
projKT duty cf a true servant of n prince
Pole Otis theorizing abeilit tho lcst vny to
luring honor to n es master when lie was
rudely Interrupted by Cromwell who ad
viod him to forsake the remote learning
of Me schools and to devote himself

a nov honk which took a practical
vievrf the cafe and which Pole Liter found
to be tho Prince of Machiavelll Crom-
well nt the same time tivk emersion to tell
Pole that the great art of the politician wns
to penetrate t rough the disguise which
sovereigns lilt nccusiomi to throw over
their real inclinations and to devise the
most specious expedient by which they
may gratify Mnir appetites without ap-
pearing to outrage morality or reIlgion
Our ainhor ileems it mt astorisbing thai
Pole rpnli7eel that It was for him
to remain in Knglnrel when Cromwell came
into power

Ancther way in which Cromwells funds
monUil elmractorlsiiei evinced Itself was
through lila utter lack of emotion It was
this quality which cnableel Cromwell to
tick off in his memoranda the lives of htimnn-
Ixinps ns if they wrro items innnnexount
or to send people to trials of which tbo ver-

dicts had heen determined beforehand ns
for example Iho Abbot of Hcelyng to
Sent Down to be ryeel nnd exectityd at
Heeling He never struck at lila victim
in n rrompnt of pawflon tiselpssly rr rnp-
riclouslv no rsoiinl feeling nf hatred
tninglel wiih his crimps On the other hand
had tre Hcriflce cf one of his ienret or
clearest friends been icrcsiary to the ac

of his purposes he
have hesitated n ineimenl He-

lotnlly dlsreijnrerel the jistre n or morality
cf nny action Its utility was for him Its
morality anel ircnt l Its jtiMifontlon

hits eiesires were by fair
means or foul mattered little te him he-

ippt his eyes i tcadily fixed upon hue goal
The sun othrefs or roughness of the nnd
to It wits of no cnnscqupnce In lila eyes
In one of tho chapters to which wo have
referred Mr Merrimnn has shown how
Cromwell not only sueceedeel In freeing
himself from any Ill tnme nt Wul eys fall
hut also actually uwel his inasters over-
throw lo further lila own ends and make
himself known anel jxipnlar nl Court It
was from precisely the snrnn utilitarian
standpoit that lie regarded nail maile use
of the Kings amours the supprfssinn of
the monasteries and the Kcfnrmailon

ntel Prtlestnniistn over
his hrnd he wan touched of
them HP simply them an piece in
the grout same which IIP vas playing

Frnm the clo e of the year 1812 until hh
fall the entire elnupstlo of
Knglnnil was in Cromwells hireis From
the moment thin IIP ertered tle Kings
senice hu had Nl him
Mlf to the pclicy which hn was to follow to
the end of his lays His own theories of
interinl governtKint Ihe ef thn
Tudor monarchy the situation of ttin
realm at the of hK lo pov er-

coml ined t tle
of an nilpowerful kngshlp was in-

illspniNiblj lo Fnglniieli safety The re-

volt front Rome wns an Incident rattier
Mian an nim of thU policy He I ad wig
gpsunl H nt first iisolTeiingtlieuily pi siblo-
pnlutli n r f tit linnii ellate dlfTleilltiori fIr the
Creivn antI ns golilin oppor-
lilnite for the Inerenfo of he povIT nf the
monarchy bin ns KUDU ns Mo e step
hnd Icon taken he wiw thai the seciirily-
of hi eiwn petition hnd lirrninf eondltlonali-
lpem Ibopermnneliee of ihe new eevlosiiis

system whUli in turn eoiili only I

Insured If tle King for whern take it hud
Uen eTeateel was renelerrel siipremo In
Church and State Creimwells very ex-

iteni1 hail tliiin bccoire ikpiiiiUni en the
success rf his endenvors lo mnlninln antI
enrry further Me policy inltlatiel by

to elovate In nbsolute
power nbovn every other in
the iTiilm It ID doubtful whetlir any
Minister has betn cimfronleil with mere
varlcel problems than those turn
well bad toilerilwih eluringlhp eight years-
of his ascomlaney yil bl In ever-
yenwain le i iiliulelliKiit
the tlieory of Internal govrrntiient which hn
believed to the only sure re ail to
national nrentness Our I oh
with thin principle firmly luirne In mind
the history if rotnwells

lively simple
As a rewarel for his sueviss in tbe

lupiii of Ilie Klngf uiirerrcd-
on him the and titles which
In mark of lila power Ho
hall lpptt rnispil lo tlio oftlers of Privy
Councillor Master of the Jewels Cleric
of Ihe Hatiaper Master of the Kings
Wards In 1531 mU 153 Tlio Chancellorship
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of the Fjcchpqiler had followpd In 1331

Cromwell became Principal He relnry le-

Iho King In 1SIM Muster of the hulls III

the Nimu year Vlcnriencrnl and Visitor
ipnernl of the SlonasterlfH In January

liM l ird Privy 8 nl Vieefrent of
III Spirituals In July ISiO

HSO crentxl Hnron Cromwull of Onklinti
in the sara Month ami Knight of theOnrtei
III August 1537 DurhiK the last seven
years cf lila Ministry be hail granted
him no lies nineteen minor eifllccs
through which hU Income mtst have l een
very incrented Jist previously te

the of the Pilgrimage of Ornce
marked reaction Crom

wells position wan that of a despot
He was Kftirnmo In Privy
Council and Parliament lie enjovcd para-

mount authority In tho direction of internal
tffalrs and nfl to tire King was by

most important man in Iho realm As

late as April IS IJIti only nliout lhrc
months before lila executlon he was Ore

tied Karl e f Ksex and Ireat Chnmberlaln
of Hngland Aixordlng to n letter written
by Chapuyx In tho summer of Ifin soon
after Anne Holeyns exeeutlon it was oven
rumored that Cromwell might marry
Princess Mary Ivit the ineiiiallty In rank is

regarded by ns in lt elf
proof of the absurdity cf the report

Cromwell was the last mnn In the world to
liccemio reckless with PUCCCSH HP never
for a moment forgot lila eiwn low birth
and the imprisonment of the brother of
lila rival the Duke If Not folk tot presum-
ing to wed the Kings niece was n warning
of the danger of such n proceeding which
would not l lost on him

When Cromwell entered the Kings coun-

cil it was inevitable that the policy he
should force him to ulxinelon all

hope of popularity with the people at largiJ
so soon as his real position should lxtimn
generally known The efforts which Henry
nail his Minister niacin to conceal the iden-

tity of this true author of tho weeping
changes of the years 153031 bear testi-
mony as to the fact that they wero
perfectly aware of the opposition the new
measur must arotifn In the minds of thoso
Will wero outside tho court circles anti
consequently could not sea the reason
of thorn For a long tttno these efforts
were crowned with euccees Not mull tho
year IMS did even those who were In close
proximity to the King discover what n

power Cromwell had become In Church nnd
State It was even longer before thin

ountry people began to realize the trite
state of affairs News of the extraord-
inary revolution in ecclesiastical matters
of the Kings elivorco and second marriage
of the packed Parliaments anti of the ruth-

less execution of socalled heretics spread
slowly among tho rural population The
changed were unwelcome hut they were
universally thought lo 1st the work of till
King alone anti traditional Kngiish respect
for royalty was mifflelent to cheek any
serious outbreak The common people
contented themselves with vague murmur-
Ings and disloyal speeches and by the open-
Ing of the year 16SO the King nail isis Min-

ister began to hope that the crisis had been
tided over

At the very time however when he
thought hlmelf secure In IsIs almost ex-

clusive enjoyment of hU masters favor
Cromwull took a measure which was des-
tined to conduce directly to the formidable
rising In the northern counties known as
the Pilgrimage of Grace The moment
Cromwell as VicarOeneral sert out lit
agents to visit the monasteries the country
Englishman to realize that tire puz-
zling changes of which he had hitherto
understood but little were going to have
an Important and disagreeable effect on
lull whole life Hitherto he hail been In
disposed to express lib dissatisfaction at
the Innovations because they had seemed
but remotely connected with his own for-

tunes hut now there camn a proof to tho
contrary which hotlid not fall appreciate
The army outcast monks and nuns from
whom In old daya ho haul been accustomed
to i peel vo every sort of klndnwj now passed
liLa door lagging for food and shelter
The spoil which be had perhaps been

to filch from the monastery sup-
pressed nearby hind not availed to make
him overlook thus Injury to the Inmates
whom lie had taught to love re-

spect Now it happened that Just nt the
tlm when thin Intensely unpopular sup-
pression of tho larger moniuteries began to

carried out In earnest the veil which
haul hitherto prevented tho peopln front
leeogniziiig the Iruo author of the dis-

tasteful innovations wn torn away Thus
a pretext was offered for a revolt which
had it been ellrectcfl against tho King
would have lon no letter than treason
The eopo fastened on Cromwell as the
author of nil their troubles and the thought
that a man whom they knew to bo low-

born of no letter origin than themselves
been able lo them sueh misery

was enough to klndlo a smouldering fire
of illMtnitent Into n blaze A criisado
against Cromwell they nrgued could not
ls regarded ns a icvolt against the royal
authority So known ns
the Pilgrimage of Grace occurred and
for a while the situation was nlirining
In end however till rebellion win
completely nnd the inunlry was
again reduced to etiiel failure of the
Pilgrimage of ire witness to the
thoroughness with which Cromwell hnd
carried out hit main III internal gov
eminent and to tho security of x

lo which bo lund elevated bimelf by his
rary success In Parlia-

ments establishing a royal
During thn ten years of Cromwells

ministry tho relations of with
the great continental Powers

problem fully us dlftlcult as that afforded
the of eents at home Crom

wells effort to cope with tie danger which
Kngland from without were far

less slierertsfiil than was hN Irlerrfll ml
In the latter he rover failed

to render Invaluable service to Ihe Crown
in the furmer lit made tIn mistake

wliiih tost him the n ynl favor nnd
brought him to the block Without at-

tempting to follow earlier record of
hits foreign policy wo unity point out that
m lliu cliBe of the year 1SH Knglaud was
trembling nt tho prospecl if n of
Frame and Spain ler The nlirm

outlook dniraiulcd united at
heinie At till very moment however
the King and lila Minister net ngreo-
on tho host of averting Mi art
which was threatening Knch neloptcd
his own way of innlli il and the history
cf the yrnr 1339 U the story of thin viryings-

iliTeMs of the two methods when brought
into eonllict Twite did fortune incline
to favor Cromwell only lo decrt him alter
ho lint iKcomn so hopelessly commit
to ixillcy which he hud llxed ujKin In

face of the of the King thai
here was iiodrawlnr le
licnnlty fur lila raslu ess with hi life

The first few months of I53i had hrntigl t

impreivenunt lit till state Knnlunds-
foreign affairs Having poMpoiid
Ltlhernn alliance which lomnell haul

so strongly ndxocnted the e lose of
1531 Henry wits driven l ack on hs own
policy of seeking safety for Knclnnel In-

direct negotiations rllh the Kmperor
Charles and Francis I Disappointed by
the Kings rofunal definitely to accipl Iho
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alllanco for which hn haul lal orpil lintel
Ciomwell nmiiscd blnu ef for n tine with
a feeble plan for gaining Italian friends
iigalnsi tho Pope and proposid the league
with Iuk s eif Ferrara mid
Irbimi but the princes of Northern Italy
were too weak and the scheme Itself was
toe farfetcheel and lost all
interest In it us soon a the King again eon
conled tei appronch Lutherans Kvnd
lug th theokigical l sue which he Mt en-

tirely In the Kings Cromwell now
took up of tliedermnn iilliance-
fiotii a new nnd more practical sielc the
matrimonial He dlscutsiel Ihe feasibility
of two marriages one between the young

of Clovcx and Oie Prineeiw Miry of
the other between Anne the older

of two unmarried rf the old
IJuke nnd the King himself The reason
why Henry VIII disposed rather
lo connect himself with Cleves tliAli with
Saxony was that I loves was not yet avow-
edly whereas Sixony was
openly Lutheran Thus when Cromwell
at last suceceiled In persuading the King-
to return to tire project of a iermnn alli-

ance ll was really only half n victory for
tin Ministry There was this great dif-

ference between the league with the Luther-
ans which Cromwell had proposed and
the levis alliance which wee now sought
Tho former vould have necessarily
lx th political and religieius wherras Ihe
latter wns solely political In a word
the alliance with Cleves could only be re

xl as a compromise bet ween royal
and Cromwelllan policies n compromise
which thn King could abandon whenever
affairs in France and Spain took a more
favorable turn Whenever till compromise
should bo renounced it was nvident that
Cromwell would be the scapegoat

In thin Parliament which assembled
on April 1510 Cromwell haul practically
nppolnteel every member of the Common
In order that Henry might
House Ills usual method of ordering
the election of MemhorH are doscritieel In
the hook Iwforo us in this case ho hail
oiitdeme himself the Parliament of 1M

was hits masterpiece It wa In this session
that he in forcing the Lords arid
Commons to sanction the ftniuto by which
royal proclamations were to lie clothed
with the force of law It Wits In the same
session nnd Iwforo the nilddl of June
tIm Statute of tho Six ArtIcles wns passed
My this Statute thin doctrine of Trnnsub
stantlatlon was confirmed communion
In both kinds was pronounced unnecessary
tho marriage of priests was forbidden all
vows of charity were to Ixj st rlct ly observed
coil prIvate masses mid auricular confessiem
were pronounced ami expedient In
spite of the radically Catholie nature of
th eloctrinos proclaimed in this act Ihr
King took care that there should bo no

In lila altitude toward the Pope
He wait committed lo hostility to the See of
Home the possibility of escape and
simultaneously with thin passage of the
Six Articles ho evinced mom clearly than
ever hU contempt for the Pnpacy Even
In Cleves where Henry and Cromwell had
sought an alliance of n purely political na-

ture unhampered by religion restrictions
the news of the passage of thin Six Articles
created profound distrust and the matri-
monial project came to n complete stand-
still elurlng tho month of July Crom-
well who was elepply committed to the
scheme must have been roused to a sense
of iris danger but thin threatened reversal
of his policy was destined to 1e postponed
once more The situation on tire Continent
hail oven more terrors for thin Duke of
Cleves than for Henry antI early In Scp
temlor the former sent Ambassadors to
England authorized to conclude the match
The King wa greatly relieved at the arrival
of the envoys Since May 3 he had heard
nothing from his friend in Cleves except
the famous description of h Intenelcel lurid
which his Ambassador Wott on hnel sent
him Anne of Cloves according to Wotton
was of lowly and gentle condition Shin

ocouploth her time most with tho needle
She can read anti write her own tongue
hut of French Latin or other language-
she knows none nor yet can slip sing or
play any instrument for they take It hen
In Germany for a rebuke ami an occasion
of that great ladies should IM

learned or have any knowledge of music
Wotton went on to say that Your iraces
servant Hans Holbein hath taken the
offlgiM of my Lidy Ann antI lIter sister
the Lady Amilie and hath expressed their
Images very lively

In the end It proved unfortunate for
Cromwell that this letter anti the portrait
which Holbein made were not sufficient to
turn the King against Anne of loves with-
out tho need of further confirmation Kven

if Wottons description been less fla-
ttering however Mr Merrlman eloubls
whether ho could have persuaded Henry-
to abandon tIre marriage at this crisis
Tim King wan now as reckless In accepting
the alliance ns he hod lx en a few months
brfore III refusing it The preliminaries
rf Iho match were hurried through with n
speed ejultp ns remarkable as the elelaya
III tho previous negotiations with Ihe Lu-

therans Tire Ambassadors departed on
Oct fl to return to levee antI ceindtict
Anne to Cahis where n noble company
aspmhl to welcome her Such were
the delays of In times that
Antic did not arrive at CnlMs until Dee II
and there fhe walled till the 27th for weather
sufficiently favorable for her crossing
When on Dee 31 sIte had reached Itocheslor
Henry diteniiicd lo visit her In di gul e
and ridiiiR thither on New Years Day
I5SO he saw fi the first lime lila luleneled-
hriiirv Ve no trustworthy In-

foniMtlnn eiit corning the Impression which
she mneln on lice royal spouse at this first
meeting The letter which Cromwell wrote
lo Ihe King six months later from the
Tower nsrerts thud when Heiiry on Iris
return frnm Koehester wiis iiskcd hov he
liked thin Jwon liennsvrred Heavily rind
not plcnittly ncihing so well ns r was
sxiken of nail rddeel bad he known
as much ns he then knew she wliiuld-
hnve ceiiue within this realm Cromwell
wrote IhU letter under cireumMniros
which render it Improbable thai lie told tIc
exact truth nail the author of this buck
believes ho grrntly exniigeirtrd the
nvcmlon which Herry rl first rorreivecj
for Anre of levis I tinny caw If the King
felt arty such difgusi us Cromwell nil o I

ho succccdeel ndmlnlily In dis nmbllrg
Ill frellnps Il li freircel that the-

mnrrlagei dill riot dispose Henry tei enter
Into it with tint LutheraiiH butoi
the ceittrarv Irertiel with 10 much cold-

ness nn envoy from lindgrave of
Hesse Mat Iho refrnlred from
rending embassy Knglard fury

some four
MeMiiwIillpn i v broniii I e-

Iwrrri tho KIIIH nr Charlsiimi Franel I

of a lireicli pronoted by
wells bitterest enemy llio I lithe of Norfolk

longer lndl ienUbIi for lnglniji nfty
bin rather n burden CoinH-

dentnlly with t its tilt i i Hlliral affairs
the Kings ilUgust for Aim of C vcs haul

Increase so ripldly that rotiM not be-

eoncenleel Henry might M ssibly
Croiiiwells political blundrr

but when this was combined wlli n
moiilal mbfortune U was uiora Uifflcull
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to forgive In spIte howeipr o Mm efforts
made by liLa rncniics I ronijuss hula ruin
Cromwell managed in avert Tie
hilts until lie enl of May lll There
even n lemxirary and osieimihle repunillii-
tlon l etween him and the niosi ilanKerous-
eif fiMs llnmp of Winchester
As we have previously polnieel trill on April
II those who hnd propln s il the till of
the Kings Minister were his
belllg trenteel Iilll of FFsox Illld irnit-
ChimUrluIn of Kngland During tlio

ground under romwells WHS beiiiK
cut away and on lime H h was arrested
and cotnmiltcd to Tiwer The rrinip-
of he vasarriiMil was that of heresy
As a milter of Croniwells religion
had always been tiiitatiil by political ex-

peillency hilt lila eipiosilili lo the Pope
hnd given him his political greatness mid
by the mass of the Kngllsh people was
lookcxl upon as the greatest friend nnd
helper thit ProlostanlH line Henry
VI5I told the French Ambassador thnt
while he was trying by nil H hslb means
to lead sick religion to way of truth
Cromwell as n eatch lo the iermnn Luth T-

nns had always favored eloetors who
prerched sueh erroneous eipinloris and bin-

d n d those who preailiid the contrary
In lh opinion of the author of this honk
the fact that the charge of heresy of which
he was convicted was totally unjustifiable
eloes riot Imply that Cromwell was wrongly
condemned If thn number of Innocent
persons whom thn Ministers Influence
hnd brought to tire block be not a ifflciett
warrant for lila conviction anti execution
it would ixMlinicult to flail a character In
FnglLsh history who merited the death pen-

alty Hut all these crimes could not be laid to
irIs charge because the King had supported
him In them timid he was arrested Insteael-
on faluo accusation of opposition to the
matter to whoso service he had devoted
hifl life

Thn only man who dared to say a worth
to King on Cromwells behalf was Cran
mer He pleaded In vain The fallen
Minister was not even permitted A trial
In which he could be heard In his own de
fence That terrible engine of extra legal
destruction t he attainder by which so many
of lila own enemies hind been annihilated
was useel as a swift and sure means to hiring
him to tIre block The act of Parliament
whleh attainted him was read In House
of Lords just one week after his arrest
and passed He was condemned
to suffer as a heretic at the Kings pleasure
and to forfeit all property held since March
31 153 Ho tried to avert the execution
of tIre sentence by giving evident that
tho marriage with Anne of Cloves had not
len consummated evidence winch assIsted
Henry VIII to obtain n divorce Never-
theless on July 281510 he was put to death
Time speech which ho delivered on tire scaf-
fold was probably made at this Kings com-

mand either to HIVO himself front a morn
shameful lentIl than beheading or to avert
tire ruin of his son Gregory who ho may
have feared would fall with him As a
matter cf fact Gregory Cromwell remaIned
In high favor with the King and the title
of Baron Cromwell which his father had
forfeited nt his attainder watt regranted-
to the young man by patent on Dec IS 151-
0irrgory Cromwell died In 1557 and tire

barony of Cromwell became dormant In
1700 It Is well known that Thomas Crom
wells nephew Kichard the son of his
sister Catherine by Morgan Williams
entered his uncles service and was active
In suppressing the monasteries Before
1036 Kichard Williams hind changed life
nature lo Cromwell anti later became great
grandfather to Oliver Cromwell the Lord
Protector M W H

IMlle Stephen on George ElIot

The latest edition to than English Men
of Letters series is a volume of some two
hutulreil pages dovoteel to George Eliot
by LGFME STFPIIKX Macmlllans It may
lw remembered that Mr Herbert Spencer
lately pointed out In Facts and Comments
that George Eliot whom ho know long and
well now holds n lower place In popular
esteem titan she occupied during her life
timeand that hn added that In his opinion
sire would eventually be rated higher than
she is today The Impression produced
upon tho reader of Mr Stephens Ijoolc Is

that shares Mr Spencers conviction
though h doos not express It In so many
words After all allowances have hen
triad for nn excess of psychological nnaly-
Ms and for a rather ponderous enumera-
tion of rattier obvious aphorisms In the
pomp of analogies it Is
acknowledged that George Eliot was singu-

larly powerful In describing the conflicts
of emotion She wain realist also In that site
gives a firsthand and faithful picture of
the Kngland of her early days and also
though less directly arid perhaps less
faithfully a picture of later develop
merit The eomblnatlon of nn exquisitely
sympathetic nail loving naturu with a largo
and tolerant Intellect is manifest through-
out Mr Stephen sees In George Eliots
writings tIme tender woman who huM gone
through much experience always devotedly
attached by tIe strongest ties of affection
lint always reflecting shrinking front ex

iravagnn of passion or scoffing and try-

ing to see men and life as parts of a wider
order

ieorge Flint herself believed that a work
of nit trot only muMexorcUo nICE

nn ethical Mr Stephen is this

posed to think so far as any Influence
Is on the reaeler it is duo In the last
resort to the personality of tIre novelist
In other words from reading George Eliots
novels we ate influenced In sauna way
ns we should have lioen by an Intimacy
with lieorgi Eliot herself We feel he

sites writer with whom we havoI-

XNII in contact peseHsPd u singularly
wile an I rellctive intellect n union of
Uiei with a thoroughly tolerant
spirit a disire U appreciate till the gooel

hide under I lie commonplace and narrow

i llvilv sympathy with all the nobler aspira-

tions a rivid insight into the Ixrjilexlties
and delusion which bosit even the strong-
est mind brilliant powers of witnt once
plnyful nid pungent until If we munt add
u nit lien miIaneloly view of life in general
a tiiclincholy which is not nursed for pur-

poes of diplay but forced upon a flue
by the view of n of

things whirl we must aHmit tines tint
nil ofet her lend itself lo a cheerful op
tlmisfi

It is probHble that Ihe atmosphere ef-

iHiieholy which pervades core
ivrltlngs li elii partly no doubt to ceingitii-

ml pivdUpofilioii hut mainly to the elr
wblli fihii l br iliiring a-

hr purl of hr lif in a pilnfully fits
Illou from lie viewpoint of Fnili li no-

ciPly It of eoirs liipos il le for evfti-
i bri f blogriphy of Mi Kvan lo PIKH

over tle iriegular nature of IMT nlatlots
to iPorii i it wii-

Mr llcrbfrl Speicor who 1 Ill vbenI-

IP wns 33 years oM introduced to her
eieorge Hrsiry lved vio if not the pro

rn oriT WTS e rl ily one nf-

lli ilibriti ihe A

facile nnil effectIxe witer he wiis nl o a
brlllhnl exceptiinally able to uini-
bis liiiowleilKe ti iiciotiui Physlfnlly-
hn was sMiln eif flgir ind mvording tei
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don but If not handsome he had th
power tnilueo iompviim t fnrRet any
sirli elpfvla lwes 1001 iunrr-
ielvin and in w Wil ivmtj n llfl
SIMI hntw with Tlioriiion

him Mrs we pif rr
lo her husband an Incident that lel i i
breakup of hs family n
legal eliveiren was Impnssililit fr nn Kn-

enou i to procurn th passagn fif n sp
ait of Parliament liorg Klint i MI
the hir in f nnuig-
a union wilh f ewes whHi i riisuh ril-
as ectiivnlcnt to n legitimate marriage l

to IM born In mind that she
protested against tin absolute QII-
Bbillty of wedlixk stm thought M

toll that Uo y ii m wnrlfnj badly beca iiwives wont lees anxioiiH to ppas their
huslinncU when their position was Irmii-
lierable Shn held with Milton thai so
elosn a tie between IWTSOIIS not unltP l in
south was Intolerable All lfsacrlflcn-

good she lund slid on reading Jan
Kyre In ISIS but one would like It to l-

In ft somewhat nobler ciusr than that of
a diabolical law which chains a man body
und soul to n putrefying carcass
IWPH was riot so bail as was Mrs Ucxjhfs-
tur In the novel but the hardship to which
Cieorgo Henry Lowes was subjictedsoomeil-
to MUj Evans HiiflMent to justify an ex-
ception to thin ordinary rule Writing a
few months after lien Irregular union
aiya that she cannot undnrstanel how any
unworldly unsuperstltlous person who
U Bufflclently acquainted with the reall
ties of life can pronounce her relation
to Lewes immoral NothIng In her life
had been more profoundly Mrioiu which
means It seems that she does not like
light easily broken ties In her

writing Indeed her tendency It to lnIa
upon the sanctity of the traditional bonds
which whatever their origin are essential
to social welfare and 10 far she agrees
on this B on many another point with
her friends the PosItivists Comte though
ho admired the Cathollo doctrine of
imllssolublllty of marriage discovered the
necessity for makIng an exception which
happened to cover hU own case

There Is no doubt us Mr Stephen testS
lies that George Eliots relation to LewM
was serious enough In her sense of th
word It through their common
lives and their devotion to each other
unlimited anti appears only to have
strengthened with time She never misses
an opportunity of expressing her affection
for her husband or her gratitude for the
blessings duo to his devotion Lewes ex
pressed his personal feelings with equal
emphasis In a journal of 1859 speaking
of a walk with Mr Herbert Spencer h
recalls how Mr Spencer friendship hart
roused him from Indifference to fresh
intellectual Interest and adds I owe
jpt csr another and a deeper debt U
was through him that I learned to know
MarIna to know her was to love her and
sine then my life hs been a new birth
To her I owe all my prosperity and all my
happiness God bless herl It U certain
that Iewes looked up to George Eliot an In

own field an entirely superior being
In the front rank of contemporary genius
Their house became s temple of domestio
worship In which he was content to be the
high priest of the presiding deity He
stood as much aa possible between her and
all this worries of the outside world Ho
transacted her business wrote her letters
kept her from the knowledge of unpleasant
criticism read all her books with her ns
they were composed made suggestions
nail occasional criticisms but above all
encouraged her by hesty and sincere
praise during the fits of depression to which
she was constitutionally liable Shs gave
him the manuscripts of her hooks with
Inscriptions recording her gratitude and
the inscription In Romola is quoted by
Mr Stephen as summing up her permanent
sentiment To the husband whose
feet love has been the best source of her
insight and strength this manuscript U
given by his devoted wife writer

key to George Eliots life
n well as to her U probably to be
found In the fact noted
that she was feminine
shows tier femininity not only In the sub-
tlety and of portraits of
women unrivalled In some any
writer of either sex but also In acute per-
ception of the more feminine of

One la always conscious
that her women are drawn from the inside
and that her most successful mcu are sub
MauUally women In Daniel

Is not merely n feminine lint

In the same novel
rather the cruet woman than the male
autocrat It seems that one of George
Eliots friends annoyed her by

scenes between antI his
parasite Lush showed the Imperious

not the masculine
A for Tito If he Is as one of tit
novelists triumphs It U because
ho Is thoroughly to ends a
woman of the material of which
the Delllahs are made the treacherous
caressIng sensuous crpatures who Involve
strong men in their meshes as Tito fas-

cinates thin rather masculine Romola In
several of her novels George Eliot con
trasts the feminine nature with
this lower Tito Is the kitten or rather
the panther cub grown to full size and

the malignity of hit
kind He has the feminine nervousness
and trembles like a maid at sight of spear
and shield Hn is not cruel out of rner
badness hut from effeminacy he dislikes
the sight of suffering rather
not Inflict it where must be a wIthes
of it hut be can the sympathy
Instead of the suffering and not
how much his victIms suffer so n
are out of his Ills general position
among his more violent
that of a beautiful anti treacherous woman
who makes delicate caressing and Ingenious
equivocation do tIre work of this

more masculine methods
Curlouly enough Mr Herlxrt Spencer

was some sense for
Eliots pecond union In 1S87 he intro
elinvrl Henry Lowes tei Mrs
n lady then at with a

who hail publlsheel a volume
of A friendship sprang tip lietweeu
the families years later Iewe p

paid n visit lo the Crosses at
the friendship l ecame Intimacy The

elcMili of Iewess sun aunt n
daughter of Mrs Cross within thin next
two strengthened bond by
mutual Walter Cross
soul of Mr Cross then n hanker in New
York was staying at during
ieor o lillots and soon afterwarei-

Mttletl In nt his mothers house
lie Incalm very intltnatn with Ixiwcses-
Hliel frpeiuenlly visited their house at Wilier
near Soelnlmlng in Surrev After Lewes-
elealh In IS71 Mr Cross was nn nhl
ovid sympathetic adviser ills coiopat

fleorge sense f
derivation iitid in April ISSi when she was
ell old they uVcldtel mnrtmm-
Tii ujei rut last eight mortli r
lecrge Plot isd on the 23d of ppcenilierI-

RWI Mr Stephit thinks that the
iMissible ionimeni on marrinie Is lergn
Minis own to a wniiun tnt I

Mr Crosss family attn snid WIHIM
with tin Utmost tenderness Alt MiH

is woiielcrful hle s tnu to me Ijevmul-
my share after I haul thoiiglu that if-

wns eidd and ilinl lo s ik uy enftn
was ivailv for mi in he next room li p
down Ulow tbiTi i a rlwr of adnei
but this inu t nluayt Is with lluoe wlo-
lliv l pil liig I am ole ei i7

If I l all l a
mire loving erintil1 tbiiii I eoulcl

Pi sollH To Is constanty lV-
Inglv jrntefiil fur Ilie i ft if ft p rfe l n-

U ill Url or IOHS ouil
nil tln porsilile KIMK there l e li
for nan on UiU troublnw platiut
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