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SPORT WITH THE GUN

Approach of the Season in
Which Hunters Delight.

RAIL SHOOTING WITH RIFLE

Pintail Ducks Whose Habits
Suit the Hunter Well,

They Are Easy to Decoy and Hard to Hit
~This the Time to Hunt Them-—Pure
sult of Them In the WiHd Rice - The
Kind of Gun to Use In Shooting Them,

Leading the mallards by a couple of
weeks, flyving hard in the wake of the teal,
that delightful duck, the sprigtail, or pintail,
f& coming out of the north in swarms. It
is a great bird to shoot and a great bird to
eat, swift in flight, beautiful in plumage
and numerous enough to reward the patient
and skilled hunter

In the sportsman's scale of values it is
not so worthy as the canvashback, the red-
head or the mallard, but is better than the
woodduck, the gadwell, the widgeon, the
butterball, the bluebill or the teal. It is
larger than any of these, being, however,
only slightly heavier than the gadwell or
widgeon. It s its habits that make it
pecullarly welcome to the gunner

To begin with, the pintail is a sociable
explorer of the upper deeps. It flies in
flocks numbering from ten to fifty, but is
always ready for company, and is not
particular.

It will decoy to almost any sort of duck,
not despising even the plebeian spoonbill
This has been proved many times on the
marshes by hunters who, finding a dearth
of mallards and other aristoerats, have
eghot a brace or two of spoonhills, set them
out in shallow water hy sticking one end
of a three-foot stick into the mud and the
other end into the spoonhill's throat, and
had good sport with the pintails that swept
in to pass the time of day with the little
brown bunches of feathers floating peace-
fully on the still surface

Sometimes one of the giant hordes of
teal, numbering thousands and covering
an acre or two of water o thickly that they
will seem solid hlack, will he enjoving them-
polves in their own clacking fashion  Out
of the blue will sweep down a dozen or
twenty pintails and plunge into the midst
of them. Room is made for them perforee,
and they swim about quacking pleasantly
to their little neighbors, though having
nothing in common with them and speaking
a different languave

Dead decovs or live decovs, silhouettes
or painted things of canvas or wood, are
all one to the pintail.  Allit asks is that the
attracting ohject be something like a duck,
and it will come in fearlessly and fast

Thus the sportsman who strikes pintail
territory I8 sure of a reasonable bag if he
can shoot a little bit, and that is no small
comfort in these davs when even the most
ekilful man works hard for all the ducks
h(‘ Kets ﬂhtl many times does not get any

The pintail is lovable, too
makes its entrance at a time of vear that
suits the middle-aged sportsman - the man
who has got over his butchering davs, is
content with a half dozen birds and derives
as much enjoyment from the open air and
the things of autumn nature as from the
report and come-back of the gun. The
days are gone when this man would sit
for hours cramped in a blind, with a saw-
toothed wind whistling from the north,
his fingers stiff and blue, the cold knifing
fte way through him, the decoys hobbing
crazily with ice a half-inch thick on their
backs, a single duck passing just outside
of range every fifteen minutes, and call
ft fun

With or just behind the mallards comes
low temperature, and the weather is more
gero like when the canvasbacks rise in mass
from their northern lake and, circling
thrice high up, head to the =south; but the
pintail is with us in late September
and through the golden days of October
when the woods are flaring in vellow and
crimson and the air i like strong, com-
forting drink, a meady air with a beady
tang, sweeter than honey and more heady
than the horns of honey-brew that went
round in Cedric's hall

The pintail sweeps into the blind withonut
the wariness of the mallard. Not often
does it circle twice about the low grass,
or clump of wild rice which hides the boat
Once is enough for it and it makes only
A cursory inspection as it goes

Frequently it comes straight in, makin
a half-turn to bring its breast to the \\m(r,
then drops straight down, landing within a
foot of the wooden imitations or the dead
lures, seemingly unable to tell that they
are not instinet with life

The man waiting and unconsciously
holding his breath gets a few of the hover
ghots, which are common with other species
of ducks. The pintail does not poise nearly
gtationary twelve feet above the decoys,

because it

working its  wings tremulously before
pettling. That is a foolish trick of both
allard and canvasback, and so poised a

If-blind schoolboy might slay them

The bird plunges in recklessly enough,

riking the water so hard that it not only
hrows the spray high, but slides along the
gurface for six feet or so. Then, if per-
chance it sees anything alarming, it goes
as rapidly as it came, leaping almost st raight
fnto the air and hurrving away.

The mallard, redhead or canvasback
when frightened on the water takes some
time to get under way; if badly frightened
one of t birds will often trail its legs in
the water for thirty yards before it can
rise, but the pintail possesses the power to
get up instantly, ascending in a violent,
sgwaying epiral, climbing with remarkable
rapidity. Going up =o it offers one of the
most difficult shots in the wide range of
duckdom.

re is but one way to stop it, That is

to follow the swing of its spiral as nearly a
ihle and hide it completely with the
m!h. aiming at least a vard above its

Its flesh is generally tender, particularly
8o at this searon, and it is not mailed in
feathers like some of the other varieties.
No. 8 shot are big enough for it, but it must
be fairly hit, and because of its quickness
and swiftness it is not the easiest of targets.
The pintail is an inenutious duck which de-
coys readily, and after it decoys is hard to
hit, which & an added merit.

Ha who would enjoy pintail shooting at
1ts best must walk for it, and birdg found
in this way give charming sport. It is
the habit of the flocks to feed much in the
wild rice which borders the edges of small
lakes and rivera in the North and West,

They go to the rice in early morning
and torce their way in, picking up the float-
ing grains, sometimes diving in two feet ot
water for those which have sunk to the
bottom, sometimes beating the stems with
their wings to shake out still clinging grains.
They cannot see one another and pay no
attention to one another while the feeding
Montinues.

. Ona of them, having eaten enough near
noon, will awim out to the edge of the
rowth and call. The others, full nearly
bursting, will Join in one hy one
the flock will swim for a while in
the clear water, rising afterward and speed-
ing to some la'e or stream which containg
another kind of food. All wild ducks are
choice in the matter of food in autumn,
They find plenty of it and as they have a
g‘rut range they get a variely, corn, oats,
rley, rice, acorns, grass seods, duckweed
and so forth.
While feeding in the wild rice the pintails
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become scatterad, the members of a flock
of twenty heing often stretched along the
stream or lake edge for three hundred
vards. They get further into the tangle
as the minutes pass and consequently
nearer to the shore.

Being sure that they cannot be seen they
feel secure, but as they cannot be seen,
neither can they sea and so they mn_vllle
approached closely. The hunter, wearing
a pair of hip boots of rubber and an old coat
with hig pockets, wades through the rice
twenty foet from shore

The water there will not be more than
knee-deep, but the walking is the hardest
sort of work, especially as vach foot must
be put down carefully, sinks into four inches
of mud and is pulled out with effort.  So

oing slowly, his gun cocked and ready,
ﬁ» hears a little way in front a slight thrash-
ing and knows that a pintail is shaking out
rice grains,

He tightens his grip on the gun, pauses
and listens keenly: his heart beats faster
In the brilllant autumn sun the rice waves
solidly like eloth-of-gold,

Ten steps taken slowly and the thrashing
ceases; the bird has heard the cautious
advancs and is sitting still upon the water,
its neck raised as far as it w |fl go, listening

Another step or two and a pintail drake
springs from the growth. The initial bound
carries it twenty feet up and it is already
nearly oncearound a spiral eight feet in dia-
meter, running from left to right . His wings
beat tumultuously, the neck s drawn in by
half its length, the head is half turned, the
aye on the man and gun below; the legs
hang down and are widely apart; it is “dig-
umg" as gunners term it, and digging hard

The bird's eslors are gray and whire
and black in places, but mostly of a bean-
tiful dovelike rint. Even in the half-sec-
ond of time the hunter 18 able to mark the
fow long black feathers in the tail which
give the bird its name If the gun be
instantly carried ap with the flight and the
trigger be pressed just as the barrels hide
the head, quick-burning smokeless powder
being ll-m‘, the drake will come down de
seribing a dozen whirls before it stirikes
the rice with a sloshing sound. It will
have been shot through the back with a half
dozen pellets and killed stone dead i the
air.  The quickness and thoroughness of
its death w 1&1 be notesd when it is found lving
all abroad upon the water, its wings and
legs spread out, its head three inches under
the surface

If only its body is hidden by the barrels
when the trigger is pressed it will be struck
far back just above the tail.  In this case
it will climmb fifty feet higher, struggle
vainly to continue and drift down wind,
falling slowly and battling every inch of
the way. It will strike the riee with a
slanting motion anywhere from a hundred
to three hundred yards distant and the
chances are that it will not be found

Unlessthe body is ent iPely covered with the
barrels at the moment of firing it will not be
touched.  The charge will pass under it

The left barrel will be tried, Imt probably
in vain. By the time that is brought to
bear the drake will be a hundred feet up
and, as it has flushed at fifteen yvards, practi-
cally out of shot

If it has cleanly killed,
the hunter will pick it up, stuff it imto the
sidopocket of his shooting coat and resume
his slow progress.  The other members of
the flock will have heard the report and
stopped thrashing the riee or feeding, but
they will not have flown

Indeed 1t 1= not unusnal to flush the sec-
ond bird within ten vards of the spot u
the first one rose. Most of the floek mav
bhe walked up in this manner and bagged or
missedd one by ons Oceasionally two or
three that have v orked elose together in
feeding will lush at onee, but it js not fre-

been

however,

wnea

quent that so many of them will get up
simultaneously that two barrels cannot
attend to them

For handling the pintail successfully

a straight-stocked shotgun is A necessity
The drop of a double-barrel the urmber
of inches by which the butt is lower than the
breech - differs aceording to the faney of
the purchaser

Some guns have as much as four inches
of drop. These alwavs guns made
for extremists, or are of an old pattern
It ix the modern practice to straighten the
stock

Most guns not made to order are now
of less than three inches drop For the
ordinary man a drop of two inches is better

The straighter the stock the higher the

gun will shoot, because the stock being
nearly straight the muzzle of the piece
is raised when the butt is agamnst the
shoulder,  In shooting quick and high

springing birds like the pintail it is essential
to hold over them and the straight stock
tsin thys

The straight stock, as a general propo-
sition, is better because all lushing hirds
are rising.  In hunting strong active quail
a man with a heavily dropped gun will
shoot under four birds out of five unless
he be remarkably expert

The sportsman who puts in a morning
walking along a picturesque  rice-lined
river or lake in search of pintails will have
an outing that he will  remember with
pleasure.  The shooting is quick and clean
and requires <kill

There is no such thing as potting a bird
whatever comes to bag is killed fairly on
the wing The toil is tremendous and
when the noon honr approaches, the man

Assis

will be ready for his luncheon, though
he may be too tired to walk a half mile
for it

It ix almost alwavs solitary  hunting,

the water deepening too rapidly from <hore
to permit of two abreast, but solitude s
not bad for the sportsman.  Indeed, most
men who love the woods and flelds find
themselves 1o be pretty good company

If there is no one by to applaud or envy
SUecesses, =0 there is no one to grin &t or
deride failures. Having no eager com-
panion to hurry him, the man in general

will take his shots more carefully and
smoothly
A half dozen pintails bagged in work

of this kind are better than twenty larger
ducks butechersd while hovering above
decovs or &lain “one barrel into them on
the water, one on the rise "

DIUCK DECOYS.

Live Wild Ducks the Best and the Hardest
of All to Get,

It is the time of year when the man who
intends to shoot ducks must look after
his decoys.  They are nearly as necessary
as the gun itself

Given a good blind and good decoys,
when ducks are flving, almost anybody
can have s=port. Without them shooting
becomes a dreary and profitless  wait,
even on the most populous marshes, There
is an art in using them, and the man who
does not know it must learn, or go duckless,

The best decoy in the world, and the
hardest to get, is the live wild duck. There
are two or three sets of the kind in the
country, owned by old hunters who live
in duck territory. They are made up of
winged birds and are never more than
three or four in number. They are fatal
to their wild brethren as long as they last,
but they do not last long, dying readily
in confinement,

Next to them in value are tame ducks,
which are kept in flocks of from twenty
to fifty by many sportsmen’s elubs.  Stout
strings, from six to eight feet long, are
tied to their legs and they are set out with
small stakes driven into the mud under
two feet of water

It is easy enough for two or three city
men, not members of clubs, to get together
and maintain a flock of this character,
The birds should not be purchased until
they are nearly grown and have their full
set of feathers, for the reason that only
dark ducks are of value; the darker they
are the better. All wild ducks are dark,
their feathers through the generation
having gradually assumed hues that wil
affort their wearers the best protection

If & man cannot obtain tame ducks,
or does not wish the trouble of caring for
them, the best decoys he can use are dead
wild ducks. He may kill two or three of
these on an early morning tramp going
to his blind, or he may buy them before
he leaves the city,

Each duck is set out with a stick, one
end of which is thrust into the mud; the
other end, sharpened to a point, projects
two inches above the water; the duck is
hung on this by inserting the point in the
lower bill at the junetion with the neck,

The ducks may be arranged in any fashion
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—some with their bills up as if swallowing
food, others with bills down as if looking
for food; others with bills horizontal as
if idly floating. The wind will swing them
around so that their heads will point to the
wind and that is the way all ducks float.
The dead ones so disposed make an at-
tractive flock

After real ducks, wild or tame, dead or
alive, come the many wooden or canvas
imitations of ducks. They do not look
like ducks, except in form. No painter
has been found to imitate correctly the
hues of the mallard canvas-back, wood-
dueks or others of the swift kindred

They are reasonably successful hecause
the duck cannot detect the cheat at a dis-
tance and comes in flying so rapidly that
it is unable to note the roughness of the
lure

The decoys made of canvas are light
and more easily carried and must be in-
flated before they are set out.  They are not
wo durable as those made of wood and do
not attract so well. Both the canvas and
wooden decovs are woighted on the bottom
to keep them upright and have rings by
which they may be anchored

The art of using decoyvs consists largely
in knowing how to st them out. They
must not be too mueh bunched, because
ducks do not feed in that way. There
must be intervals of eight or ten feet be-
tween them

The blind must be built to command
a plecs of water which looks as if it contains
food; if there is duckweed present or seat -
tered stalks of wild rice or grass, o much
t! e hotter

Care should be taken not to set the decoye
too close to the blind.  Thirty vards is near
enongh, forty vards is not too far

1f a man intends to shoot for three or
four days over some woodland lake, he
will do well to build blinds on all four sides
of i1, for the reason that his decoys must
be et with refereace to or in deference to
the wind. If the wind is from the north
his decoys ~hl"l'n| hyr ||l:\4'--| near the blind
on the north side of the lake, becanse ducks
in coming into decovs and alighting al-
wavs face the wind, and they will thus he
coming toward him when they have de-
cided toalight. On the south side of the lake
with a north wind blowing, every duck
would alight far out bevond the decoys

The decovs must be selacted and set with
a view to the kind of ducks to be shot
some ducks, as pintails, gadwells and
bluebills, will decoy to any sort of ducks,
but mallards will decoy only to mallards
or canvashacks, and eanvasbacks and
redheads only to canvasbacks

PRAIRIE CHICKENS SCARCE,
The Birds In the Middle West Mosily Old
and Hard to KL

Men shooting prairie chickens in many
parts of the Middle West are up against
the proposition that big shot are neces-
Only

fow

<ary =0 early in the season as now
old birds are to ba found, and very
of them, and if there isany featherad thing
harder to cheek than a prairie cock of 3
vears it has not been identified

The reason why only the old ones are
bheing flushed and shot at is to be found in
the early and continued spring =ains which
visited large areas of the chicken region
Through northern Illinois and  southern
Wisconsin, for instance, it s now a
thing to see a chicken of this vear's grow-
ing. The rains not only adiled the eggs
and made fruitful setting almost impossible

rare

but drowned out most of such voung as
came through the shells

In Walworth county, Wis, is a marsh
of some square miles’ extent, which fore
merly  produced hundreds  of ehickens
on this marsh in September of last vear
a good shot with a good g conld bag
two dozen chickens in half a dav's shooting
without specially exerting himself

This vear scores of three and five and six
birds to the gun on al

and of these birds three ont

lay hunts are the

usual things
of four are old and tough and unpalatabie
The same thing is true of the eountry abou
McHenry, i, which used to be prolifie
of chickens, and it is true of distriets further
down the State

The sportsman ‘has the satisfaction of
knowing that such chickens as he obtains
now are fairly earned. No tvro can go
out and make a bag  The marksmanship
must be of the fastest and best

These hirds having gone through three
or four or five seasons are able to smell
powder as well as any crow In other
words, they know instantly what it means
to see a liver and white pointer or red Irish
setter galloping over a field and they pro-
coed instantly 1o get up and hike,

Young prairie chickens in good cover
will often flush inside of ten vards; these
old ones will oftener flush outside of forty
vards, When a bird rises gt that distance
the quickest shot will not get the barrels
properly aligned until his target has coverad
at least ten vards

That means a total distance of fifty vards
between muzzle and bird, and maore often
this distance is sixty, sixtv-five or seventy
yards. It must be a elose-choked hard-
shooting gun that drops an old prairie cock
at that range, even if it is well up and going
straight away, and if it is erossing so far
off it would be as well to gsave the cartridge

No stray pellet will then do the work
unless it <trikes the head, which is unlikely
Indesd, the old chicken is hard enough
to check when not more than forty vards
off. Many a man has ripped the feathers
from them in handfuls to see them sail on
with strength and speed undiminished

So, too, while a covey of voungsters will
generally pitch within a half mile the o'd
ones iy and fly and keep on flving. A mile
is a short flight; two miles is not uncom-
mon; they frequently go three; they have
been known to cover more than four miles

This vear a pair of hunters driving along
a country road in a dogeart stop by a field,
put out the doge, climh the fence and start
in. If they find a covey n--umnnmﬁ(rhru---
or four old birds, swift as light streaks and
tough as sin, they count on getting in a
couple of barrels apiece, no more.  The
survivors keep going and will not be found
again on that day

Further West, in Minnesota, western
Towa and the Dakotas, the chicken shooting
is all that it should be. There the young
reached  maturity and  excellent bags
many of them -are made on every day
of September and October: but shooters in
the middle West will wait for several seas@ns
befors the sport gots back to its former
plenty.

THIS WAS FLAVORED REAR.

The Experiment of Eustace Grant for
the Delight of Malne Epleures amd
the Mean Trick That Made Thelr Din.
ner a Riot for the Police to Quell.

CrwrroN, Me, Sept. 12 For two score
vears Jack Gilpatrick, the bear hunter of
Chick's Hill, kept the epicutes of Bangor
supplied with game in many flavors. His
specialty was the production of  bear's
meat fed on strawberries, blackberries or
checkerherries until the flesh took on the
aroma of the fruit and became most pre-
cious to the palates of the city sybarites
Then he took pneumonia and  died with-
out revealing his secret,

For more than a year there was no man
in Maine who dared to attempt the flavor-
ing feats which the aged hunter had accom
plished with ease and profit, Then word
came from Tilden that Fustace Grant had
caught and chained up a wild bear, which
he was dosing with extract=from lovage and
skunk cabbage in the hope of furnishing
to the gormandizers of Bangor something
which would be a novelty in the line of
flavoring

The report had only been circulated a
few days when the long dusty road leading
to Bangor became thronged with ecarriages,
every one df which stopped at Grant's
place while the oocupants dismounted to
witness the feeding. They found a lean
bear chained to the shady side of the pig-
gery, growling and making wry faces over
a heap of rhubarb roots and leaves which
had been placed there for him to eat,

“What are vou doing with so much rhu-
barb, Eustace?” asked the visitors, *ls

the bear sick, or are you trying to start a
walking apothecary shop? |Nobody will
wn? a rhubarb bear; 0 you may as well
begin giving him checkerberry now and
gave a lot of trouble.”

“Jess you wait an' see,” was Grant's
answer,  “Tt ain't natur' that er wild b'ar
will take on flavor jest es he is.  His system
needs regulatin' afore he's fit to be dosed
with scented stuff, [I'm makin' him ready
fer the scentin', What'll ye give me fer
this here b'ar w'en I've got him fat an'
put in th' spices?”

For a week he dickered with all comers,
Finally he elosed a trade by which he was
to sell a high-flavored checkerberry bear
that should dress at least 200 pounds for
a lump sum of $150. This being done,
Grant went out with his basket and gath-
eredd boxberry plums and checkerberry
leaves.  He fed these to Bruin as long as
the animal would eat. Then, fearing the
carcass would not come up to full weight,
steepad great kettles of wintergreen leaves
and, adding sugar to the extract, fed the
mixture out as fast as he could

The neighbors watched the fattening
process with interest, but as the experi-
ment proceeded and was lfkely to be sue-
cessful, some grew envious and proposed
a mean trick

Bob Carr, who has a stage stable near
Ellsworth Falls, had a tame bear which he
kept behind his barroom so that customers
who had never seen a bear drink beer could
receive an addition to their knowledge
by getting the bear drank and paving for
the fun at the rate »f 20 cents a bottle in
advance. But the Soeriff had been nosing
arcund for illicit liguors and Beb's trade
had fallen off =0 much that the bear was
offered to any one wlo would give 86 and
carry him off. So Bcb's bear was easily
horrowed for two dayvs

I'hen an afternoon v as spent in filling
up the vear with beer and after sundown
was led toward Grant's farm in
Tilden. Just before midnight they stopped
in a corntield to let the bear gorge himself
on green roasting ears and to divert suspi-
clon, so it was about 2 o'clock in the morn-
ing when they reached Grant's

The beer-fod bear was tied behind the
pigpen and the animal filled with flavoring
extracts was hurried away to reach Carr's
stable before light . Carr treated all hands,
and having no further use for his bear,
took it behind his house and  killed i, verv-
ing the meat up to his visitors for an early
breakfast

Now, tothe weary men any kind of food
was most welcome,  When they tasted
this tender bear's meat, exhaling an agree-

the beast

able odor of checkerberry  with  every
mouthful, they called for more until every
man was glutted with the feast The

stage drivers between Ellsworth and Great
Pond eame along and lost time by lingering
&0 long over the table.  Before night theie
was nothing left of the checkerberry bear
but the pelt and a pile of polished bones
intime, on going to feed his bear to
checkerberry  extracts in the morning
Grant had been surprised to see how the
animal had fattened, and made up his mind
to kill it and take it to Bangor that day
As the bear was sleepy from much beer and
groen corn and weary from his long walk,
Grant had no trouble in cutting his throat,
and before the middle of the afterncon the
carcass had been delivered to a Bangor
marketman and Grant was riding home
with £150 in his pocket as a reward for his
labors

On reaching home he was met by a dele-
gation of angry farmers demanding heavy
damages for corn that had been hroken
down and eaten by a bear, whose tracks
were exactly like those on the pelt which
Gant had taken off that morning. It was
seless to show the chain and declare that
the bear had been tied up for a fortnight
The tracks in the cornfield fitted the feet
on the skin in Grant's barn, and he gave up
thee hopw of having a new sleigh robe next
winter to save a lawsuit

I'hen came the worst of all. The next
day Grant received a letter from a Bangor
lnwver It said this

“You have maliciously deceived and in-
jured the reputation of our leading citizvens
There was no sign of checkerberry flavor-
ing in the meat vou furnished. The bear
vou sold'was a dipsomaniac, becanuss every
man who sat down to the banquet bhecame
seriously intoxicated and the police had to
be called in to quell an unseemly brawl
An immediate explanation of your conduct
i demanded ”

e ——— —

THE FI'N OF RAIL SHOOTING,

Things About the Rall Which Are Stand.
Ing Puzzies -Ohjections to Using Shote

% guns on Them - Pursult of the Ral
In the Ricefleld--Big Bags  Mnade,
For some reason hest known to itself

the rail started from its far Northern home
ten days ago and is now scattered along
the edges of lakes and rivers as far sonth
Hinois, It is a
little bird at best, coming when no man
knoweth and going when he listeth not,
and it has a lot of cranky wavs peculiar to
Hself

On one day the acres of wild rice will
contain only muskrats and such things
as live in it steadily; on the next it will
be alive with rail, and their queer callings
and  guerulous  complaining  voices  will
resound through it from end to end

The weather will not have changed mean-
while and there will be no apparent cause
for the sudden visit of the birds. The
riee graing may even be still in the milk
and theremay be no visible food for them

They will stay, however, as long as they
choose, then disappear in a night, tens of
thousands of them, fluttering silently further
South. There s no  more  aseribable
cause for their going than for their com-
ng  They just telegraph to one another
bhat it is time to leave and get up and go.

Where they go, in what land they make
their winter home and what becomes of
them until the suceeeding autumn  are
standing puzzles with most hunters. In
November and December they are killed
in great numbers along the Atlantie coast
as far down as South Carolina, but they
leave that region and are heard of no more,

There are no places in southern Louisi-
ana or Mississippi or Florida or on the
Texas coast where they abide. It is prob-
able that nobody down there would shoot
them, as the fleld men are after bigger
game, but they are not seen,

Oceasionally in the far South, in the middle
of January or February, one flushes from
a bit of sedgy creek or bayou and wabbles
awkwardly away, but the huge hordes of
them are undiscoverable. Similarly they
leave the South for their breeding places
in the North when spring has come, but
nobody sees them go and nobody sees them
on the way.

They do not stop on the lakes and rivers
they favored on their passage down. There
is no such thing as spring rail shooting
anywhere. It has been suggested that
they come back in singles and pairs, but
even singles or pairs are rarely seen, The
rall is a strange little party altogether and
has its own way of doing things.

Most shotgun men will say with a fine
scorn that there is no sport in shooting
rail, and 1t is a fact that they do turn up
their noses at it when prairie chickens or
ruffed grouse or quail are to be had; but
they all enjoy it,nevertheless, and go after
the rail with gusto.

The advantage of the bird is that it ap-
pears before the ducks have come down
in any numbers—it is a good three weeks
ahead of the jacksnipe-—and when it is cluck-
ing and chattering through the marshes
the weeds are too tall and rank for good
chicken or quail shooting and the heavy
coating of leaves on the trees makes grouse
shooting hard work. At such a time it
does a man good to get out after the rail,
and the more of them he kills the better he
feels,

It is true that the bird is an easy mark
It gets well up above the rice, its flight ls

as ocontral mvsterions

slow and a single pellet will stop it.

It is 80 unsuspicious of harm that often
when the boat has approached within ten
feet one is forced to throw an empty shell
at it to foree it into the air. Indeed, there

are rail which will not fly at all and may
be knocked down with an oar.

Still it is small, it has a curve to its flight,
slow as it is, and every one shot at it is
not killed, even thou {| the man behind
the gun an expert of the experts.  This
is especially true when the shells have been
loaded especially for rail, and they have
to be so loaded to preserve any of the birds
for the pot

The ordinary quail shell of 12-gauge,
charged with three and a quarter drams of
smokeless powder and an ounce and an
eighth of No. 8 shot will blow the rail to
pieces at common rail range, which s
some forty feet. The bhird when phicked
is so small that a Lungry man can easily
dispose of a dezen of them, and they are
not worth a fully loaded shell, even if
could be brought 1o hag not torm in half

The load for rail in a 12-gange is two
drams of black powder and half an ounce
of No. 10 shot ,with one hlack-edged wad on
the powder and a cardboard wad on the
shot.  This is not much more than a squib
load, but will prove good up to fifteen
yvards and the birds when picked up are |
eatable,

Any shotgun smaller than a
is too big for rail, however. The man who
goes after them should provide himself
with a magazine rifle of 4-calibre and a

H-gauge

lot of the shot shelis made for them the
sort of shell with which the cowhov on
exhibition bhreaks glass balls from the !
saddle while the innocent public views
the wondrous marksmarn with adoration,

believing that Le is using a single bullet
The magazine of the rifle will hold about
a dozen of these shells, which weigh little,
and the rail hunter does not have to stop
and relaad after each couple of shots
The man who has nevor tricd it will find
that a rail on the wing in front of a shot

loaded rifle is not so easy as it looks.  The
shotgun shooter will be botherod by the
single barrel and by the rifle <ights and
for the first hour at least will miss more

birds than he hits

After that, however, he will he able to
eertre his target with reasonable accuracy
and will have the satisfaction of giving
his birds a fair chance for their lives

There is a way in which a n may kill
a boatload of rail without using his skill
to any great extent In the afternoon when
the sun has sunk a good way toward the
horizon he has only ta paddle his boat
slowly along the edge of the wild rice some
thirty feet ot

Any number of the little hirds will rmn
to the edge to take a peep at him and, find
ing him fascinating, will stand and
at him until they drop into the water with
No. 10 shot through their inwards I'he
gunbarrel ean be kept hot in this wav and
the only interruption to the shooting «
from thrusting the boat toward the
to pick up the slain

That is not the kind of shooting, how-
ever, which appeals to the sportsmar
The rail to be fairly killed must be Aushed
and shot in air and it can be flushed only
by going after it

This ix a good deal like work and the
shooter will need a man to handle the boat
The rice grows in from two to five foet of
water and it as as thick as a hedge

It is the business of the man in the stern
to foree the craft through it and he uses
a pole nine feet long which has a short
board nailed across its lower snd to prevent
that end <inking into the mud. By the use
of much musele and some skill it is possible
to drive the boat through the rice at the rate
of a mile an hour

The shooter stands in the prow with his
legs braced against the side of the boat
or against a thwart. Often the growth

stire

omes

ricee

is 80 thick that he cannot see the water |

Of course he cannot see the birds until |
they rise. They may get up in front or |
upon either side of him, some of them twenty |
foet away, some of them more than a |
vard away  These last he must wait on |
until they have attained a reasonable dis- |
tance; the others he will kill as soon as he |

gets them on the end of the barrel

The man in the stern is too busy with the
push pole to do any marking of dead birds
and this task will fall to the shooter. He
will, therefore, have to use sinokeless powder
s that he may see the bird when it drops

As every square foot of rice looks
every other sguare foor, he will be extra-
ordinarily lucky or skilful if he does not Jose
one in three of his dead birds The new
hand at the game will lose thres out of
four or four out of five

[t is not the easiest
to stand in the prow of a wabhl
holding a rifle and kill a ratl which has
flushed fifteen feet to the right and =tarted I
straight backward. It ix not the
thing in the world, for that matter, 1o ki'l
one which has flushed to the left, though
that =hot is more suitable to the right-
handed shooter

The bird, onee it has made up its Jittle
mind to go, goes as fus' as it can, and in
shooting the shot-loaded rifle no general-

ke

warld

hoat ,

thing in th

Castest

resialts aiming wi'l do. The target must
he covered exactly
A rail, slow ax the bird naturally is, which

jumps above rice and starts down astrong
w nu‘. covers a good deal of grainin a couple
of seconds, and as it almost always wheels
and goes down wind, shooting rail in a
high wind has every element of difficulty
which the sportsmar loves

In rice which is thick with the bhirds |}
and most wild rice in September is thick |
with them - the boat in going to the spot
where a dead one has dropped will flush
half a dozen others. The temptation to
shoot one or all of them is strong, but the
wise rail-shooter will refrain

If he once takes his eye from the spot
which he has marked he will never find it
It sometimes happens that an inexperienced
man has a dozen birds down at once and
does not retrieve one of them

The rail has a queer, resonant, pathene
note, uttered in a voice entirely too hig
for its amall hody, and it is garrulous. At
dawn each of the birds within a half-mile
square sets up its welcome to the day, and
the aggregate noise may be heard a mile
away

All day in running through the riee,
hopping from stem to stem and picking
up the floating grains, the little fellows
keep up a sociable cackling that issoft and
melodious.  The instant a gun cracks,
however, every rail within sound of it sets
up ite individual elamor, a bhroken sort of
wail, which swells to full power and dies
away sadly

This ory is taken up by group after group,
as ranked soldiers pass a whisper down the
line, and may be sounding in a far part of
the lake long after those near the boat are
silent.

The rail does not ery because it knows
that a brother has fallen. Its note is a
recognition of any sudden noise and a
man may set a whole rice marsh to shrieking
by slapping his oar against the side of a boat

There are plenty of rail in the markets
of all the big cities now sent by hunters
who contrive to make a profit by using
the smallest possible loads and taking all

tshots. When plucked the rail is but
ittle larger than a reed bird and is every
hit as good, being preferred by  many
epicures,

It is of dark flesh, the only white meat
in it being next to the breastbone upon
each side. Tt is fat and like most dark
meat birds is juicy, having not the dryness
of the quail or grouse,

It is toothsome split down theback and
broidd upon wood coals, or rolled in corn
meal un«( fried, but is best r-rh:\;n- when
drawn like a turkey, stuffed with broiled
sweet potatoes and white pepper and set
to bake for ten minutes with a thin slice of
bacon skewered to its breast, The negro |
cooks in the Carolinas prepare it in this
way and what they know about cooking
fish and game is a good deal,

Rail-shooting in profusion is to be had
in September on the rice flats of any of
the Northwestern lakes, provided that
they are not too far north, and along any
Western river which has wild rice near
it banks.

The river shooting is in some way pre-
ferable since the hunter may walk alon
the edge where the water comes only hal
way to the tops of his rubber boots, flush
the birds and retrieve them by hand. This
i# less trouble than shooting from a boat
and the dead birds are not so apt to be lost,

The Fox Riverof Wisconsin, the Fox River
of Illinois, the lower Wiseonsin and the
np‘mr Mississippi are notable streams for
rail and along their banks hig seores are
sometimes made,

It is characteristic of rail-shooting that
& man commonly gets enough of it in a,

! ago

oes out to kill what he
can and quit, If he gets lesa than eixty
he has not had a good day; often more
than a hundred fall to one gun; there are
men who have killed 200 in a day.

The rail will remain in the North until
two or three heavy frosts have cut the
rice down, then it will go all at once. Tt is
never found after thin ice has formed along
the banks

day or two, so he

DR, PRYOR'S BEAR,

Hunted on Sehedule, but Permitted to Stay
In the Trap In Which It Was Caught,
LACKAWAXEN, Pa, Sept. 27 “Dr, R W

Pryvor of New York was summoned by tele-

R'l‘]lh the other day to Pike county to Kill

a Lig bear that John Hobday, a Blooming

Grove Park giide, had located in the Knob

country,” said a man who had just come

from over the “The doctor left a re-
quest =some time ago at the Park clubhouse
stch a case the mo-

to be called to attend
ment one oceurred

The way they give it out over in the Knob
country, Dr. Pryorleft New York in resporise
to the surmmons at 9 A. M., on the Erie Rail-
road, At 180 P M. he sat down at lune
at the Blooming Grove Park clibhonse
At 1:45 he rose picked up his gun, and said

* ‘Now where's vour bear? !

“iOver on the sonth side of the Kuob,'
they told him

TiAll right,! said the doetor, ‘TNl go
before I

bag it, if it doesn't hustle away
get there "

“ O owon't,! they told him. ‘Its inoa
tran,

Oh" said the doctor, ‘In a trap, eh?
Waoll ') et it out of the trap before | shoot
i, st 1o give it a better chanee’

Fhen, at 150 P. M., he started for sonth
of 1he Kunob., He took a short cut across
conntry, through the woods

“On the way he jumped up a deer, The
Blooming Grove Park Association, under
it chager, makes its own game laws, The

Ilr deer on the park domain was then

! B Rl

pen. D, Pryvor knocked the deer over
and went on to meet the bhean
“UCross-conntry 1o where the bear was
the distanee is =ix miles, At 335 the doctor
began to hear sonnds as of @ bull bellowing
and a high wind threshing things in the
woodls

“‘It's the hear,' said the doctor ‘He
hears me coming and is trving to frighten
me away

“At 4w there was no doubt that the
rompris inhe woods was the bear. Whet e

hod hward him coming and was

the Liea
another

trying to frighten him away is
qiestion At anv rate, at 241 Dr. Pryvor
had made up his wind not to let the Lear
loose from the trap, =o that it might have
a bhetter chanes

“The bear had then been in the trap
some hours. The w bad ecanght and
held it in that =p Around i, as far
as the ehain would let it reach, tree trunks
were torn and splintered, as if lightning
had been plaving wu

“Saplings were uj seattered
about to do eredn A big
log, that had been in decay,
was ground up as fine as sawdust The
ecarth was scooped toin great hollows,

where the trapped bear had vented some
more of 1ts wrath

“And as the doctor
seone the hear rose in its fury and surged
and tugged to free itself, that it might
nse that foe as it had used the trees and
the growing and prostrate things abiout

“‘No,' said the doetor, ‘it will be just
as well for the hear, perhaps, if 1 do not let
it loose from the trap.’

;n.[-w:l‘-w‘ on the

riflee bullet

And at 342 unloaded a
into the bear, and kept on unloading rifle
bullets into it until 3:50 hefore the ugly
old chap lay down and was at rest

‘W hen the doctor got back to the club-
house at 550 he found that if he hadn’t
stopped on the wav to kno k over the

o he conld have caught the
am and gone to bed in New York

evening
at 1030

But he didn't care {or that
“He was disappointed, though, to find
that his bear was thin and would weigh

no more than 350 pounds

\ BoNCH OF nBiG TrotT,

Nine Welghing 68 Pounds Caught in a Lake
Not Far From Quebee,
QUEREC, Sept. 27 The biggest bunch
of big brook trout ever seen together in
Canada, where hig ones are captured every
day, was a lot brought to town a few days
They canght in Lake
Jacques Cartier, which is only sixty miles
from Quebwee as the crow flies, hut so difficult
of access that fow sportsmen ever reach it
One of the officials of the Department of
Lands, Forests and Fisherjes the
lake in 1805, and among the fish canght was
Salvelinus
Jontinahis, weighing eight and three-quarters

Were Grand

Visited

a red-speckled brook trout, or

pound Ihis was slightly bigger than the
biggest of the big cateh brought here from
the same lake a4 few davs ago, but there
were many more large fish in the cateh
just made than in the former one, and
nine of the largest weighed sixty-five
pounds I'he heaviest of the ot weighed

| eight and a quarter pounds, and wastwentyve
| seven inches long

Almost as soon as the flies tonched the
water two of the anglers wore fast to fish
over seven pounds each in weight, The
better fighter of the two required twentv-
five minutes to kill, Better sport than
this party enjoyed for about half an hour
was probably never had by any sportsmen
on Canadian trout waters

Then their boat got adrift and when it
had been once more moored not one of
the big trout would show himsell again

that day

Of smaller fish, weighing from one to
three pounds, the party had such a surfeit
that thev returned to the water the greater
part of their cateh, which amounted, in all,
to thirty-six dozen of fish. The lucky
fishermen  were  four  French-Canadians
belonging in Quels

Out of the eight dayvs occupied by their
difficult trip they had barely two days’
fishing. The balance of the time was oceu-
pied in travelling

RIPANS

The simplest remedy tor Indigestion, constipa-
tlon, blllousness and the many allments arising

from a disordered stomach, lveror bowels |s Ripans
Tabules. They have accomplished wonders, and
thelr thnely ald removes the necessity of calling
a physiclan for many Httle Vs that beset mankind
I'hey go stralght to the seat of the trouble, relieve
the distress, cleanse the affected parts and ghwe
the system a general toning up. The Nhve-cent
packet 1s cnoush for an ordinary occaslom.  The
famlly bottle, 80 cents, contalns & supply for a
year. Alldruggists sell them

Kidney Troubles & Urinary Discharges. |
|
A CURE IN 48 HOURS. .
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CAUGHT A MAN LIKE A FISH.

THE POWER OF A SIX-OUNCE RoD
SHOWN RBY AN EXPERT,

He Proved That Tackle Strong Fnough
¢ to Catch a Fish Could Present a
Man From Swimming 98 Fe't Artep
Heing Hooked- Lesson for a Gulde,

“You won't have much of that pole loft,
voung fellow, if you get a good-size pickops)
or hass onto 5 »

The other guides nearby langhed 4
remark

“'T'aint hig enongh to keteh hait wish ®
sald another one of them, 1o king ey

the

e
at the slim, scholarly looking man who wut
with them. *What von goin' to fish far
anyhow®”

“It isn't g0 mueh, " said the scholar, slowly

and seriously, “what I'm going to fish for

as what ' going to fi<h with. My bait
will b <shiners, frogs and minnows, and 1
shall tey 1o land whatever bites at them *

Ben Holliday the biggest of the gnides,
stretehedd Bincelf and amid  prodigious
vawns said

*Your pole's no good; 100 light, If &
good-sized fish doubles on v the pole'l]
break.  What'st nywav?

"SIX ounees " ! «holnr, “and
i's plenty <stont enough to land bhas <ckers
or any guide in the Adirondacks "

The guides roared with laughtor

“NMean ter sav,” asked Ben, © 1 uld
land e

“Or drown von," replied the scholar,

Again the guades roared

“I'Htell vou what PHdo," sald the seholae,
“You come to Trout Lake to-morrow
afternoon a Bring a friend with
and if [ can't pree
vent vou from swinmming 75 feet with nothe
ing more than and line and compel
vou to chnb imto the boat to save \‘-'“‘pplf'
' give vou 8100 1f 1 ean, vou most serve
mea=aguide forthreedavs without charge ®

3 u'elock

vour 1o handle the bont,

this pole

“Train't fair,” said Ben, “because I'm
the best swimmer in these part<, and I'd
hent vou easy Jetter try some fellow that
don't know how toswim. "

“You're afraid.” said the scholar

“I'I b theres," oried Ben “1'll 1w there

and 'l go away with yvour money
It couldn't have been a better dav for
the test,  Oppressively warm in the morne

ing the afternoon brought clouds. The
lake lay motionless
About twenty men and wormen, nearly

all the mountain hamlet held, were at the

rough landing plaee. A flat-bottomed,
scow-shaped boat, containing the scholar
and the rower picked Ben up and then
moved out to a buoy seventy-tive feet
away

By the terms of the agreement Ben had
only to make his way to this landing stage,
where a grizzled old fisherman stood to
act as judge and referes. The boat was
to remain Within a cirele of about ten feet
from the huoy. The rower was to take no
part in the test save to keep the boat steady,

in the boat the scholar was busy pres
paring for the test The preparations
were onlyv those any fisherman would make
whose object was solely the idle capture
of tixh

He fitted his rod of hamboo firmly into
the =ocket, ran the =ilk line through the
metal rings, fastened a three-foot catgut
leader to the line and at the end of the cate
gut set a No. 10 =prote hook,

“Give me $5 and I'll let you off," said
Ben chaftingly

“If vou don't wateh out,” said the scholare
“I won't let you get into the boat, and if
I don’t vou'll drown.”

“Ha! ha!”

Ihe laughter reached shore and the vile
lagers echoed 1t

I'hee scholar carefully thrust the heok
through Ben's hreech opposite
the spine and then cried

‘Now get overboard as soon as vou like.®

Ben jumped head first into the watee
and the running line =et the reel to singing,
L'p with a bounee came the swimmer and
dashed away for shore, A cheer came
from the villagers.

Very =oon ben felt a drag. It was light
at «first bt it stifened as he advanced,
He was still moving toward shore, but now
he felt as if he was towing a water soaked
Jog sidewavs

Two-thirds of the distance had been
coversd when he lelt that his progress was
almost stopped].  Exerting all the power
of his mightv museles he gained a few feet,
but the horrible drag was too steady and
too st rong

cloth just

It began to feel like a weight and he
feared that it would shortly foree him
below the water, Acting upon the same

impulse that forces a hooked bass to spring
ont of water Ben suddenly dived.  He went
down as far as he could and swam with all
his might below the surface

He came up with his eves smarting and
his heart pounding like a triphannner,

He looked in horror at the shore It had
receded from him

He turned his head and then withio thirty
foot of him lav the boat with the smiling
face of the scholar mocking him I'o Ben
the affair at onee ceased to be a joke

Another fierce plunge he made for the
shore. He heard the singing of the reel
as the line ran ont. It eheered his heart,

But pretty soon that horrible dragging
was again felt. Staggle as he might
he could get no nearer. The villagers

looked like pigmies to his streaming eves
He fought madly and churned the water
into foam. Again he felt a strong desire
to dive, but he repressed it and instead
turned over on his back for a rest
This was another fish-like tnck,

for the

bass, unless weary, goes to the hottom
1O rest He had Leen Roating on his back
for little mare than a nunate with his eves
closed enjoving complete rest when he

heard the gentle lapping of warer
Opening his eves he saw the hoat within

a few feet of his head. The seholar bhad

seated himself and was quietly roeling him

n

With something like fear in his heart
RBen  again rushed for the shore, But
this time he was permitted to go only a few
vards when the ','ng was felt more heavily

than hefore, It showed the fisherman's
determination to land his  prey without
logs of time _

Ben felt that the fight was lost. Again

he turned over on his back and ke a beaten
fish, permitted himself to be towed to the

boat. He swarmed over the gunwale
and gasped: ,
“You've won You're  pole's  plenty

heavy enough for bass and ;u-b'wl_"
“You're a good denl casier,” said the
scholar, “t han either. You're a cineh.”

- ————

| ADiscases of Men

eured All secret and private diseases of men
cured In a few dayvs consull the greal

BLOOD AND NERVE
SPECIALISTS

free of charge. also blood polsoning, primary,
secondary and tertlary, permanently cured, ul-
cers, skin discases, sore throat, mouth and head,
painful swellings, bladder, kidney, diseased bones,
pimples,  blotehes,  Our  Iafallible  remedy  for
nervous debllity, weakness of the body and mind,
vartcocele, lost vigor restored; hear In mind,
practice makes perfect; thousands cured yearly,
charges low. less than any other speclalist. ()
to the Hallett Medical Institute first. It 18 tie
best and cheapest. 218 East 18th st., near 84 av,
N Y. hours, 0-b.  Sundays lncluded

FRE To wéak Men

n Electric Be
Why be a sorrowful, weak man when our great
“Vienna™ belt will cure vou® It restores Lost
Vigor, it cures Varlicocele, Weakness, and such
Genlto-Urinary discases of men as Night Losses,
resuits of Abuse, ctc.  Also Rheumatism, Kidney
and ver Trouble. Simply send us your name
and address and we send you the bely free Al
we ask is that you recommend 1t to othiers i(f 18 eures
ou.  Write 1o day

TENNA MEDICAL INSTITUTE, Room 241,

130 Dearborn St., Chicago.

SPORTSMEN'S GOODS,
SAAAAAAAS et il
" Soder’
AND ALL NDS OF FISHING B
228 FULTON AET, Outside Stand,
on Fulton Street, near Fulton Ferry.

Also Fine Fishing Tackle, at My Store, O
o Cub Prices.  Telephone W w

e v AN, -
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