p—

" RNy TN L L v AN B

- T T

e I sy

K]
g
2

SRR g

-

——

s

»

R

é
i
!
\

— o

S e g R e P W—O e ‘“TW

THE SUN, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 25, 1902.

WILLIAM M. LAFFAN

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 25, 1002,

Sebscriptions by Mail, Postpaid.

— . ____

speech, is said to prevail among some
women of high social pretensions in Eng-
land and the United States. If JOSEPH
ANDREWS is a little too good for human
nature's daily food, Squire WESTERN'S
brutality is not any leas abominable.

But some words excellent in them-
selves and their proper place grow
wearisome after vears of iteration.

R::R 'r’-:-rr :.?::h DR 11 C Lady " has long needed a vacation.
BURDAY, Per Year.,........,.. 000000 - ::':”Il has ite proper sense and perti-
;::t: AND S1UNDAY. Per Mo . ‘ nent use, but it loses distinction and
Postage 1o forelgn countries added. becomes almost ridiculour when mis-
THE SN, New York Cliy, ‘“l'l'“"" and overworked, It is a good

PaRA- Klosqie No 12 near Grand Hotel
Riosque No. 10 Boulevard des Capucines

If our friends who favor us wih monuscripts for
publleatinn wishto hae rejected articies returned they
wiust In ali cases send stamps for that purpose.

The Only Momentous Event,

A discussion i® going on among our
correspondents as to the cause or causes
of & decline in Christian belief at this
period of which they and many if not
most other contemporary observers and
philosophers think there are unmistak-
able rigns discernible throughout Chris-
tendom.

Computations of the Sunday church
attendance made last month at New
York, London and Liverpool show that
the great majority of the population of
these towns neglects that form of re-
ligions observance; but we have no like
statistics of former periods with which
to compare them, so as to determine if
there has been any recent diminution in
church attendance and how much it 1=,
relatively. Our Catholic correspondents

e a great falling off, and they in- | d
assume a great 4 i \ | or fate prevails;

terpret it as an indication anda proof of
the inability of Protestantisin to satisfy
the religious cravings of mankind. Be-
fore they are justified in drawing any
aiuch conclusion from church attendance
merely they must be able to present
comparat ive statistics to show that simi-
lar neglect of religions observance does
not exist in Catholic countries and great
towns, or, at least, is proportionately
less to a significant degree. According to
the statistics obtained in New York by
Protestant enterprise it is as large rela-
tively among nominal Catholics asamong
nominal Protestants in the population;
but 8o loosely was the enumneration made
that on neither side can any sale infer-
ence be drawn from it.

Of one fact, however, there ia o com-
plete demonstration, and it is that never
at any period in the historyof this coun-
try, at least, was the celebration of the
day commemorative of the birth of
JEsUS CHRIST 8o general, so jubilant, so
impressive as it is now. The Incarna-
tion as an historical fact is the cen-
tral doctrine of Christianity. Without it
Christianity would not be a supernatural
religion at all, but merely a system of
human morals and philosophy. Dy the
side of the event celebrated to-day by
Christendom as a positive fact all other
events in the history of the world are of
utter insignificance. What else can be
of any essential importance in human
annals if nineteen hundred and two
years ago “ the only begotten Son of
Gop Himself, for us men and for our
salvation, came down from Heaven and
was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the
Virgin Mary"?

It is true that a large part of Protestant
Christianity refused to accept this par-
ticular day as the anniversary of the In-
carnation, but of the Incarnation as an
historical event there never was any
Protestant dispute, except among the
relatively small number of whom the
Unitarians are representative. That Gop
actually came down to earth and was
made man is the belief on which the
religion of Christianity rests, whether
Catholic or Protestant. Moreover, the
old-time Protestant aversion to the cele-
bration of Christinas which found ex-
pression in New England within the
memory of people still living in osten-
tatious treatment of the day as purely
secular by the performance of usual
labor has passed away.

Everywhere Christmas has become the
great holiday of the year by the common
oconsent of Christendom, and its cele-
bration is now as distinguished in the
Churches which once rejected it as a
veritable anniversary of the Incarnation
as in the Churches which have always
made it the prime feast of the Christian
year. Last Sunday we gave the elabo-
rate programmes of Christmas music in
Baptist, Methodist and Presbyterian
churches of New York. Practically, too,
all the people render homage to the day
as the foremost of festivals, even where
they are without religious faith, Christian
or other.

At least, formally, therefore, Chris-
tian observance is still maintained with-
out diminution by the celebration of the
Incarnation. The supreme importance
of the Incarnation is recognized by all
Christendom, so far, at least, as concerns
the making of Christmas the supreme
holiday of the year. And the manner in
which the day is celebrated, in the mak-
ing of free-will gifts, is still saymbolic of
the transcendent Gift on which Christian
faith looks as an historical fact.

Christmas, writes a theologian in the
Church Eclectic, is the celebration of *the
most momentous event in the history of
eurrace.” If Gon came down to earthand
became man it was the only really mo-
mentous event in human history,

Good Night, ‘““Ladies'!

There are no more “lady teacher="
in Chicago. The School Management
Committee has revised the rules by
substituting “ woman ” for “ ladv ” in
every case where the latter expression
was found. The lovers of gimplicity
and haters of pretence will applaud the
change. Those of us who were brought
up on Scorr and COOPER remember a
whole host of elegant and lovely “ fe-
males.” That phrase jars a little now and
has a comic face. FEvery generation has
its jargon and its affectations, and there
is an affectation of downrightness as
well a8 of prune-lipped circumlocution.
Were the American women of the twenties
and thirties of the nineteenth century
a8 pm«“lh of speot-h as Mmrs. TroL-
1oPE painted them in her “ Domestic
Manners of the Americans”? Due allow-
ance must be made for the satirical in-
tention of the observer. At the present
day an affectation by no means harm-
It-.""tbe habit of using coarse and plain
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old word, even if it has not the
homely meaning of “ bread-kneader, "
which an etymology dear to CARLYLE
and RUsSKIN gave it; but good old words
may euffer in foolish mouths, “ Lady
teacher,”* lady client,” “lady doctor,”
“gales lady,”* lady stenographer,” “shop-
lady,” “lady cashier"—~here is too much
place for* ladies.” “ Lady friend * was
good enough for TENNYSON and may
perhaps be defended as a saver of time
and words, but we donot like thee, “ lady
friend, " and as for “ gentleman friend,”
it wears “ pants.”

When Mr. WiLLIAM EVERETT wanted
to have his little joke at the New Haven
dons he used tosay* “ At Yale, the Presi-
dent's lady retires; at Harvard, the Presi-
dent's wife goes to bed.” Perhaps this
was rather a parable and example than
a joke; and that accomplished scholar,
good fellow and hater of the frayed title
“ professor " meant thereby to teach his
freshimen to be simple of gpeech.

Perhaps it is useless to regret any-
thing that has happened in the world of
English words.  There inexorable law
and it may be senti-
mentalism to bewail necessity, Still, the
ancient feminines such as “ brewster,”
“ webstor,” “ baxter,” had their uses; and
if there were a horrible-seeming word
like * teacheress,” * lady teacher " would
not be. * Great Liddell and Scott!” the
conservative uay cry;  “but ‘lady
teacher ' i1s a beauty and a boon by the
side of such a horror as ' teacheress. ”
Very like. Habit is all, and the worst
panhandler of a word may come to
evening dress and respectability in time.
Fven in ushering “lady teacher " out of
the Cook county schools let us not be
too ill advised and sudden. let us
simply #ay we don't like it.  An eminent
prizefighter of this town * slugged in
the eye " a stranger sitting oppesite to
himin a car. “ What was the motive for
the assault?” asked the Magistrate the
nextmorning. “Aw, I didn't likehis face,”
said the man of war. An argument, phil-
osophically considered, of wide and deep
foreo,

In and about this town, where there are
80 many and many “ ladies’ and gents’
restaurants,” “ gents' cabins * and so
on the example of Chicago should be
profitable for reproof.

England's FEducation Law Pleases
Nobody.

In its final form the Education bill for
England, which has so long occupied the
House of Commons, gives unmixed satis-
faction to neither of the great political
parties. As amended with Mr. BalL-
FOUR'S consent, the measure is by no
means what was hoped for by the High
Church wing of the Anglican Communion,
the representatives of which were the
moat zealous supporters of the original
project. On the other hand, the Non-
conformists, although substantial con-
cessions have been made to them, still de-
nounce the fundamental principle of a
bill by which all the rate payers in a given
community are taxed for the support of
schools in which a sectarian religion is
taught. The political philosopher, for
his part, surveys with interest the out-
come of the prolonged and heated
discussion, because it proves that in
the British Parliament the Opposition,
though numerically weak to an almost
unprecedented extent, has nevertheless
proved stroag enough to extort a com-
promise.

Passing over minor proofs of Mr. BAL-
FOUR'S willingness to allay the anger of
Nonconformists who talked of going to
jail sooner than pay for religious teach-
ing of which they disapproved, we come
to the crucial amendment to the eighth
clause of the bill, which was moved by
Col. KENYON-SLANEY in committee on
Oct. 31, and which was accepted by Mr.
BALFOUR. This amendment provided

' that religious instruction shall be given

in a schocl not provided by the local
education authorities, in accordance
with the tenor of the provisions (if any)
of the trust deed relating thereto, but
shall be under the control of the manager,
Now, of the six managers, two are ap-
pointed by the local authority, that is to
say, by the County or District Council. It
is obvious that, if these two appointees
were Protestant Nonconformists, and
if one of the other four managers were
a Broad Churchman, disposed to act
with them, a High Church Anglican or
Catholic clergyman might be checked as
regards the kind of religious teaching
he desired to give in a denominational
school,

The belief that such would be
the effect of the amendment was, of
course, what commended it, not only to
Nonconformiats, but also to that large
body of Anglicans in the Conservative
party who are opposed to giving the
Ritualists a free hand. Mr. BALFOUR'S
acceptance of Col. KENYON-SLANEY'S
motion provoked at the time vehement
remonstrance from Lord EpMOND TAL-
BoT on behalf of the Roman Catholics
and from Lord Hvau CECIL on behalf of
the extreme clerical party, As the mo-
tion was a surprise, however, the re-
monstrunts were only able for the mo-
ment fo muster 41 votes against 211,
When the significance of the amendment
became generally known, a violent agita-
tion against it arose among High Church-
men, who denounced Mr, BALFOUR as a
traitor to the cause of religious education,
The clergy would be insulted, they said,
if the * priest " was no longer to be the
sole judge of the religious instruction to
be given to the children of his parish, and
if he was to consult a committee of lay-
men touching matters of faith. Blind
to the fact that they were justifying the
charge of the Nonconformists that the
sole aim of the advocates of the Educa-
tion bill was to hand children over to the
priests, the Ritualist clergy came within

a hair's lfudth of converting a great |

meeting at Albert Hall, which had been
convoked for the purpose of supporting
the Ministerial measure, into a MZeiing
for indignant protest against the Pre-
mier's acceptance of an amendment
which was looked upon as a Trojan horse.
In the end, however, they accepted an
assurance given to them by the Bishop
of London, that, even with the Kenyon-
Slaney amendment, the bill would prove
better than nothing, and probably some
means of working under it satisfactorily
to the clergy would be found.

Naturally, the Nonconformists listened
with complacency to the Ritualistic de-
nunciation of the crucial amendment. If
it be true, they say, that this amend-
ment is a Trojan horse, 8o much the
better. It is certain that, since the
adoption of Col. KENYON-SLANEY'S mo-
tion, we hear next to nothing about or-
ganized opposition to the execution of
the new law, that is to say, of a concerted
refusal to submit to taxation for the sup-
port of denominational achools, which are
henceforth saddled on the rates. All
that Mr. BaLrour has achieved, how-
ever, by his compromise is the avoid-
ance of a convulsive outbreak of law-
leseness. 1t is now probable that almost
all of the Nonconformists will pay the
addition to the rates which will be im-
posed by the new law, but they will not
relish it, and they will miss no oppor-
tunity of expressing their bitterness at
the ballot box. The recent municipal
elections in England and the Parlia-
mentary elections for the Cleveland and
East Toxteth divisions have borne cumu-
lative testimony to the Ministerialloss of
popularity, and it now seema probable
that the Education law will of itself suf-
fice to defeat the Unionists at the next
general election.

Mrs. Grant and the Grant Tomb,

The letter which follows was written
nearly eleven yvears ago by the widow of
Gen. GRANT to the late Gen. (HARLES
H. T. CoLrag, and, of course, has never
before been published:

"3 FAST 88TH STREKT,
. “dan. Oth, 192

“GEN'L COLLS - Dear Sir: 1 wish to communl -
ca'e through you to the * Grant Monument Asso
Some wecks ago Mr, DUNCAN, \he archl-
teet, who s o bulld the mouument for my husband,
Gen'l GRANT, suggested, whilst shewing me the
plans of sald monument, that miy remalns should
be placed \n the same sarcopbagus with those of
Gen'l GRANT, this, he sald, would saee space. |
wish now to most earnestiy prolest against this
plan. Gen'l GRANT must have his own sarcophagus,
and I my casket bealde bim,

" Gon'l GRBANT'S identity must remaln distinet.
Hereafter when persons visit this apot, they mkn
be able Lo say, ‘ Here rests Gen'l GRanT.'

“ Yours moss sincerely,
“Juraa D. Grawt"

Mra. GRANT'S wishes, thus directly
and simply expressed, were respected in
the arrangement of the final plan of the
monument. Most people, we think, will
be touched by her manifestation of a
conscientious rolicitude for the historic
proprieties and a definite purpose per-
haps at variance with the natural im-
pulse of the wife.

This is why the chamber in which
Gen. GRANT resta by the Hudson differs
in one particular, 8o conspicuous that
no visitor fails to observe it, from that
other impressive tomb near the bank of
the Seine.

clation.'

Water.

The mass of information presented
to the Mayor on Tuesday by the City
Club's Committee on Water Supply,
showing the useless loss of water by
preventable waste and leakage in the
boroughs of Manhattan and The Bronx,
emphasizes again the need of radieal
change in the administration of the dis-
tributive system of our municipal water
works. Since 1880, according to this
committee’'s investigations, the water
poured into the pipes of Manhattan and
The Bronx has increased at the rate of
more than two and one-half times the
rate of increase in the population, and
yet it is estimated that at the present
rate of consumption and - leakage New
York may be confronted with a shortage
of water within two years,

It has been demonstrated that at leaat
one-half of our present water supply
is lost through defects in the city's dia-
tributing system and the lack of proper
official inspection thereof. Part of this
loss i caused by faulty street connec-
tions and defective plumbing in the in-
terior of houses and buildings, and an-
other large amount resulta from the
careless waste of consumers. The pres-
ent consumption of water in this city is
about one hundred and twenty gallons
a head a day. It has been shown in
other cities that from forty to sixty gal-
lons a day is a liberal allowance, with
out imposing any deprivation or enforcing
any economy in use.

The application of simple and acientific
methods by a competent city admin-
istration will remove almost entirely
these causes of waste without interfer-
ing with the free use of water and with-
out increasing materially the cost to
private consumers.

There i8 no system of inspection at
present in this city worthy the name. It
is only when a pavement sinks or a street
is flooded that leaks outside of buildings
are detected. No particular investiga-
tion is made of plumbing or of the con-
sumption of water within buildings and
there is no general system of metering.
The obvious remedies for these adminis-
trative faults are the establishment of an
adequate force of competent inspectors
to ascertain and locate leaks throughout
the water system and the general in-
stallation of meters,

Two years ago the city was warned
by the Engineering Committee of the
Merchants' Associatlon that the capacity
of our present sources of water supply
would be absorbed by the end of 1003.
New sources cannot be had before 1909,
and probably not until much later than
that. It is estimated that after the com-
pletion of the Cormell dam the greatest
safe, permanent yield of water from the
Croton watershed and the Bronx-Byram
watershed will not exceed from 280,000,-
000 to 300,000,000 gallons per day directly
available for the boroughs of Manhattan
and The Bronx. If there be no change
in the rate of increase in population in
these boroughs and of per capita cone
sumption at the close of 1003 the daily
consumption will exceed the daily yield
of the watersheds available. The most
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hopeful estimate of the time necessary
for the conmstruction of an additional
water system from new sources is five
years, and the city will not be in a posi-
tion financially to begin the enormous
outlay that such new works will require
before 1904,

At the public hearing held by the
Mayor's special commission on Tuesday
THoMAS A. FuutOoN, secretary of the
Citizens' Union, after calling attention
to the wasteful extravagance of our
present water-distributing svatem, added
to some excellent suggestions for the
remedy of this leakage the statement
that he was “ opposed to the acquisition
of new watersheds by and for this city
until the present supply is fully ex-
ploited,” with the one exception of the
watershed of Ten Mile River. It is
necessary that the waste of water in
this city be stopped, but it is just as
necessary that the city should make
proper provisions for the enormous
growth that is expected in the future,
and that it cannot do if it fails in pro-
viding sufficient water.,

The failure of the builder Joskpn A
FaRLEY, which was announced this week,
brings to mind the extraordinary change
which has taken place in the production of
housing in Manhattan in the last few vears
Mr. FARLEY started in business for himself
a3 a builder in 1897, selecting the West Side
as a field of operation, as his father, TER-
ENCE FARLEY, one of the hest known of a
former generation of private-house build-
ers, had been identified particularly with
that locality. In 187, however, the electric
current began to be supplied uptown by
Renerating companies, with the result of
introducing there a comparatively inex-
pensive type of elevator apartment Louse,
The new elevator apartment quickly super-
seded all other forms of housing in building
operations undertaken in the middle-grade
residence districts.  Private houses practi-
cally ceased to be built, except in the fash-
ionable midtown and East Side quarter,
where land values are sufficiently high to
preclude the erection of apartments as in-
vestments, The tendency to restrict pri-
vate-honse construction to the Fifth ave-
nie section was strengthened by the rapid
growth of that neighborhood. The con-
solidation of the steel industry and other
similar enterprises financed in Wall Street
brought a great influx of out-of-town cap-
italista, many of whom paid fabulous prices
for homes on Murray Hill and tha upper
Fast Side. Most of the private-house build-
ers who had been active on the West Side,
including Joserm A. FARLEY'S brothers,
JaMes A, Farrey and JouN T. Farrey,
transferred their activities to the distriet
south and east of the Park. JosgPu FARLEY
looked upon the check to the privata-house
market on the West Side as of short life,
or found himself unable to extricate his
capital, and remained where he was.

A committee of the Society for Paychical
Research should be sent to Missouri at once,
There are strange doings and goings-on in
the cheese factory between Theresa and
Lomira. A telegraphic or telepathic de-
spatch in the Milwvaukee Sentinel takes us
right into the midst of the troubles:

“ At certain hours an appalling, blood -curdling
sound roars through the bullding. Window panes
and globes of lanterns fall o the floor, but break
pot: doors open and shut, and keys fall over saeem
ingly of thelr own accord. The Chicago owners of
the factory have been notified and detectives are
expected out to Investigate the mystery.™

There is something remarkably haunting
about cheese; and cheese strong enough to
roar is poasible enough. A cheese gliost
would be an interesting and able spirit.

Tha formal retirement from the leader-
ship of the Tammany organization in the
Twenty-ninth Assembly distriet, which con-
tains a larger number of distinguished office-
holders than any other in town, of Jonx~ F.
CArRROLL has been ascribed to various rea-
sons, some personal and some political,
but it is due actually to compliance in an
inexorable usage of Tammany that there
can only be one recognized leader of that
organization. Where two men ride a horse
one must needs ride behind. Such is the
inveterate Tammany rule. To the post of
leader Mr. CARROLL aspired after Nixon
withdrew, and he had the codperation of
some minor leadera hoping for benefit or a
larger measure of influence through his con-
trol, But the recognition of MURPHY ax
leader and the knowledge that he had a ma-
jority of the districta on his side left CAr-
ROLL the cholce either of acquiescing in the
leadership of the new Tammany boss or of
maintaining a desultory and unpromising
warfare against him, with diminishing fol-
lowing and contracting influence,

It is and has always been an essential
feature of the organization of Tammany
Hall that one person, and one only, should be
at ite head. leaders come and leaders go
in Tammany, but there is only one hand at
the tiller,

Another human divining rod has heen
divined by the Chicago Tribune:

“ FLORENCR, Col., DNec. 22 ~-MOROAN Remap, a
18 year old boy, employed with his fatler in mining
coal at Willamsburg, has developed the power of
locaung oil wells by a pecullar tingling sensatlon in
his hands.”

This boy's gift or power is exactly the re-
verse of that of our fortunate friend, Col.
Jmm Gurrey of Pennsylvania and Texas.
The oil etrata feel a peculiar tingling sensa-
tion when they *locate " Col. Grerry, and
rush uncontrollably up to meet and greet
him on hia way.

The Hon., WiLLiaM HARRIBON SMiTit of
Pleasant Cave, Tenn., has gone to Missouri
to grow up with the country. He is one of
our best-known growers, He * has never
ceased to grow, although he is now in his
forty-second year." Heissix feet ninein his
stocking feet, Inthe pride of his inches he
has determined toissue a challenge, * offering
to measure length with the tallest manin the
State of Missouri.” As a growing man, he
has the advantage of most other human
skyscrapers, but he is merely a “ sawed-
off " by the side of various far-reaching
fellows. 8ix feet nine inches, is he? The
Hon., Cy Sunroway of New Hampshire,
who gave up growing years ago at the ap-
peal of his feliow citizens, who feared he
would lessen the attractions of the White
Mountains, is nine feet six in his bare feet,
The Hon. CYCLONE DavIS of Texas never
site up in summer time, as the lightning
would be sure to piock him. Still, we have
no wish to discourage the Hon, WrLLiam
HARRISON SMITH, who may grow into
something worth looking at

The January number of the World's Work is
an important and intercsting number of & maga-
zine that |s always pushing to the front. ‘I'he
“March of Fvents” |s noteworthy for Its subjeets
treated editorfally. and the general contents of the
number deserve attention and careful consideration
From among them only a few can be mentioned
Mr. Alfred Mosely's “Americanism  for Hritsh
Trade Untons:™  Mr. M. G, Cunniff's “What he
HAritish Uilonists Saw.” Thomas R. Dawley's “The
Mam that Falled,” Mr. Lewls Nizon's “The Hattie
ship of the Future,” and Mr, Robert H. Montgom
ery's "Our Industrial Invasion of Canada.” The
portraits and llustrations of the number are, as
usual, excelient
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SANTA CLAUS.

(Sinece its original production THE SUN_ Las
refrained from reprin ne srticle on Sant
Claus which appeared several years ago, but i)
year the requests for |t reproguction have been
SO numerous that we yield., Scrap books seem
10 be weariug out )

IS TAERE A BANTA CLAUS?

We take pleasure in answering st onoe,
and thus promivently, the communication
below, expressing at the same thne our great
gratification that its faithfu) author is pum-
bered amone the friend  of THe 80N

“IFAR FDITOR | am N years ol

Some of my e Thdends say there s no Santg Claus
Papa says, “1f you see [t In “HR SUN 1S S0
Please tell me the truth: is therea santa Claus?

115 WESr St ~T 7 VinaiNia O HANLON,

Virginia, vour little friends are wrong
They have been affected by the <oopticism
of 4 seaptical nge. They do not heljeve ex-
et they see They think that nothing ean
be which is not comprehensible hy their little
minds  All minds, Virginia, whether they
be wen's or children's, are little. In this
great universe of ours man is a mere insect,
an ant. in his intellect, as compared with the
boundle~< world about him, as mweasured by
the intelligence capable of grasping the
whole of truth and knowledge

Yes, Virginia, there §s a Santa Claus. He
exists as certainly as love and gencrosity
and devotion exist, and von know that they
abound and give to your life its Lighest beauty
and jov. Alas! how dreary would be the
world if there were no Santa Clans! It would
be as dreary as if there were no Virginias
Yhere would be no child-like faith then, no
poetry, no romance. to make tolerable this
existence. We should have no en‘ovment
except in sense and sight  The eternal Heht
with which childhood fills the world would
be extinguished

Not believe in Santa Claus!  You might as

well not believe in fairies! You mig't aet
your papa to bire men to watch in a'l the
chimnevs on Christmas eve to atch Santa
Clius, but even if they did not see Santa

Claus coming down, what would that prove?
Nobody sees Santa Claus, but that s no sien
that there is no santa Claus,  The most real
things fu the world are that ueither
ctildren nor men can see. Did you ever see
fairies dancing on the hiwn®  Of course not
but that's no proofl that they are not there
Nobody ean
wonders that
the world

You may tear apart the baby's rattle and
see what makes the noise ingide, hut there i< a
veil covering the unseen world which not the
strongest 1an, nor even the united strengt
of all the strongest 1en that ever lived, could
tear apart. Onlv foith, fancy, poetry,
romance, can push asido that curtain and view
ard pictore the supernal besuty and glory
beyvond. lsitallreal? Ah, Virginia, inall this
world there is nothing else real urd abiding

No Santa Claus! Toank God! He hives,
and he lives forever. A tiousand years from
now, Virglula, nay, ten times ten thonsand
years from now, he will continue to make
glad the heart of childhood

those

HINa gInge the

and unsceable in

Oneeive  or

are unseen

love,

The Methodism in New York,

To riE Epitok of Tue =tN~Sir; In Tur
SUN of thix date an article entitled “Metho-
dism Standing Still” needs to be both cor-
rected and explained

First— It ia not true that there was o loss of
2,182 members in “Manhattan and The Bronx
and Brooklyn” in 1902  There was an ap-
parent loas of precisely that naraber of mem-
bera in the entire territory occupied by the
New York and the New York East Confer-
ences in 1002

Secondly—If the explanation of this dimi-
nution, which is apparent and not real, given
in the Methodist Year Book for 1908, is read,
the “chagrin” of “many Methodiste of Man-
hattan and Brooklyn” will be rendered much
less acute

The Fastern Swedish Conference, which was
organized In 1901, Is compised of the Swedlish
members of the New England, New England South-
ern, New York, New York Fast and Wilmiugt.n
Conferences. This fact should be taken Inty con-
sideratiom In connection with e statistical reports
from these Conferences for 1802, ecreases in
membership, for example, in any glven Cnferen-e
mAay be due ty the liss of statlins and circults
which were transaferred from it 4, the Fastern
Swedish Conference.  The statistics for 192 plus
those of the statisties of stati ns and elrcults thus
act ff furnish the only correct basls of comparison
between the years 1901 and 1902

he membership of the Fastern Swedish
Conference s 83709  Of this number 1400
were set off from churches in Manhattan
and Brooklyn and 470 trom churches in other

warts of the New York and the New York
l‘.nul Conferences.  The loss of 2182 men-
bers is therefore reduced by 1,870, and 18

actnally 212 in botlh Conferences. Lot me
add that the Methodist Episconal denomina-
tion shows an incereass in membership in
1902 of 47,257  The membership now aggre-
gates 2,m7,772 STEPHEN V. R Forb,
kFditor Methodist Year Book.
New Yorg, Dee 22

The Passenger Car Lines,

To Tar Eprton oF Tue SuvN—Sir: When-
ever public indig tion against the out-
rageous service given hy the elevated roads
of Manhattan and Brooklvn reaches a boll-
ing point, and when it looka as If something
will be done to compel the management to
give better service, they at once use the “rush
hour” cloak to hide their shortcomings. The
Brooklyn “L" officers say they are “doing
their best * How about the service not in the
rush hours? 1 have waited, more than one
night, for more than twenty minutes at the
Reid Avenue station for a train to the Bridze,
notwithstanding the fact that the polite
voung lady who runs the five-cent counter
assured me that the trains were runnine
every elght minutes. Then the vile condi-
tion of the cars is a disgrace to eivilization
The seats and even the wood work are conted
with dirt and grease, and the air is loaded
with an odor that makes a piepen smell swoet
in comparison. If the city officials  were
“doing their best” to protect the publie, the
officers of the Brooklyn elevated would be
l"'l‘Jt?:l officers of the Maphattan alse cry
“rush hours,” but Low about the Sunday
service and the night trains? The few trains
they run are loaded to the doors, and for
five Sundavs T have been unable to get o st
between Fiftv-third street and Elghteenth
street on the Bixth avenue line. On one
oceasion, at 615 P M., even ladios were come-

slled to ride on the outside platforms  In
K:‘awn's name, is this great city helpess in
face of such a situation?

DEc 23 Tart Esex Mopaaw

To THE Emror oF THE SUN-—Sirs T ob-
serve it is proposed that the surface roads
should carry passengers free, unless supplied
with a seat! How would this divvinish the
crowding? If people are willing to pay now
5 conts for holding on to a strap, how many
more will crowd the passagewavs, ave, and
refuse seats, if they can be carried without
charge? AN OLD NEW YOoRKkkn

Arnold’'s Story of Ni<Treatment,

To THE EDITOR OF THE RUN=Sir: Relative
to the serial in THE SUN by the late Samuel
Arnold, would say 1 believe he hus done an
injustice to the country and the serviee
Have seen letter by hoth Arnold and Mudd
to Capt. Prentice after his discharge that
would seem rather contradictory to his clims
of horrible teeatment while there  He seems
to have let his imagination ran riot, for in
these letters he oxpresses nothing but the
greatest gratitnde for the kinduoss they re-
cefived  While .[H'rﬂblhi' bLoliove  these
letters would give a different light on the
matter  Capt  Prentice has been asked by
many of his comrades to reply, as one ex-
pressed it, to the anmitiented Hes in regard
to their treatnent With all dae respect 10

Fthe dead, it seems as it this oueht not ko wnto

history )
Capt W R Prentice is residing at Atticy
N Y He lost his evesieht and i< verey 11 at

present, but T wish be could reply to Arnold's
article, as 1 know he has valvable informa-
tion and data F'M PRENTICE
HouNELISVILLE, N Y | Dec 21
Capt. Prentice had an article in April
Mctlure's on "Dry Tortugns ™ F M P,

Monument to American Mothers,

To TME Eptror oF TUK SUN Sir 1 have for
years thought that there onght to be in New York
& monument to the Mothers in the United States,
and | aw sure that it would be the grandest mony
ment that the world has ever seen, as 1t would
appeal to every man, woman and child. I am
convinced that THE SUN Is the paper to put that
monument up

There |s no man 100 poor o contribute to it,
and properly gone at, the resu.l would tnake all
the world admire the United States for dolng it

Mrs. Kare L. Rose

MbraanroN, N. C., Dec. 21.
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MORETOBACCO IN THE ST.GEORGE

Only 100 Pounds, However, and Nobody
Is Held for Smuggling.

Inspectors from the Custom House con-
tinued their search yesterday In the coal
bunkers of the Phanix line steamer St.
George, where on Tuesday they found much
smuggled tobacco. A crowd stood on the
pier at Sixth street, Hoboken, while the
search was lwing made. They seemed
to be disappointed when they were told
that the second day's hunt had not panned
out as well as the inspectors believed
it would, The customs officers did no coal
shovelling  vesterday while looking for
smugglad tobacco, for Dock Superintend-
ent Mason had a gang of laborers on hand
to remove the coal f om the vessel.

After digging through the coal for an
hour the laborers unearthed a white can-
vas hag such as is used by sailors to carry
their clothing. When the bag was lifted
from the hold of the steamer it was opened.
Eighty packages of tobacco, each contain-
ing two pounds, were found In the bag.
The duty on it would have been $2 a pound
if it had been brought in by the regular
way.

Capt, Pugh, who was in charge of the
vessel, told the customs inspectors that
eleven members of the crew had deserted
since the first bag of smuggled tobacco
was found on Tuesday. He added that
he did not believe that any of the deseriers
were in the smuggling schemne.

Inspectors Driscoll, a'alclﬂvk and Angeles
waited on the steamer until all the coal
had been turned over and the vessel com-
pletely  soarched.  Aside from the 160
pounds of tobacco found yesierday and
the 1200 pounds found on Tuesday, uo
other contruband articles were found on
the stoamer, and her captain was told that

Lo might start on his voyage to  Antwerp
to-day

At the offices of the ship's agents, San-
lerson & Son, in State stroet, a representa-

tive of the shipping firm raid that some
of the newspapers had exaggerated the
story of the <muggled tobaceo. It was
also stated that the eustoms authorities
had released the ship's agents from all
blame in the matter and that no arrests
would be made,

The steamer will sail at 7 o'clock this
morning and in the mweantima the customs
officers will make an effort w find the per-
sons who buried the tobacco beneath the
ool in the shin's hald

CLEAN SWEEP BY SHERIFF-ELECT

Melody of Kings Wi Clear All Republicans
Out of HHis OMce.

Sheriff-elect William E. Melody of Brook-
lvn yesterday announced the following
appointments on his staff:

James Dunne, under sheriff, salary $8,000
a year; Charles H. Hyde, counsel, $5,000;
Williarn H. MecLaughlin, warden of the
jail, $3,000; John Wilson, deputy warden,
$2.000,

Mr. Dunne served as under sheriff during
Sheriff Walton's administration and had
previously been an Alderman and keeper
of the City Hall. He has been one of the
most influential Democratic leaders in
South Brooklyn for the past thirty_years.
He has been noted as an athlete and is
atill a erack handball player.

Mr. Hyde was Sheriff’s counse) during
the administration of Sheriffs Creamer
and Walton.

Mr. McLaughlin, who will take charge
of the jail on Jan.1, is a nephew of Hugh
McLaughlin, the Democratic manager.
He eserved several terms in the Assembly
ind was long connected with the Charities
Department, Mr. Wilson has served as
deputy warden of the jail for several years.
Sheriff Melody, whose term only lasts
for a year, has over |hirt{ more appoint-
ments to make, and he will probably an-
nounce them to-morrow. o contends
that all the subordinate places in his office

are confidential and all the present Repub-
lican incumbents will have to vacate.

Iee Cream Man a Bankrapt.

Elbert C. Wilson, long engaged as a ca-
terer and ice cream manufacturer in Brooke
lyn, and his wife, Elizabeth 8. Wilson,
yesterday filed petitions in bankruptcy
in the United States Court, The joint
liabilities are $63 09% 85 and the assets only
$100. Among theeighty or ninety ereditors
are the Young Men's Christian Association,
the Oxford Club, the Parkway Drivin
(lub_and the Varuna Boat Club,of which
M . W =0 wasa member and which have
large bills for dues,

Gen. Staart and the Richmond Women.

TOo THR ELITOR OPF THE SUN—SIr: Gen. Stuarg
eoculd never learn a thing tbhat never was dreamed
of by any oue.

He and In factall the Confederate oMcers were
too much concerned and troubled about the safety
of thelr Government and the treasure and spolls
of Richmond to think about thelr women and
children: they were left to the tender care of the
brave and generous men Capt, Venable now sceks
to slander In the Richmond Times.

Gen. Lee knew, and so Jdid President Davis, that
the falr women of Virginia would besafe inside
our lines

On our mAarchea around Petershurg and Rich-
mond, & standing order nale It the duty of each
d vision eommander to properly safeguar? ‘he
nonses within thelr lines, and protect nonccmbat-
ants. including women and children, from iusult
and injury.

Near Farmville Va., the last week in March,
1965, the FIfth Armvy Corps was marching to relleve
sheridan, Gen. Warren \n co amand. At A house
standing alone, a Leautiful woman sald: “can you
nelp me care for my children unt!l your arm
marches past. weareafrald of so many strange men.*
“Twiltre " "God blessyou Teantell by the cros:ed
cannon on vour eap you are of the artillery ™ “Yes
ma‘am _h avy artillery from Fort McHenry, Baltl
more, Md. “

She gave me a hot corn cake made of yellow
meal, and two thin slices of bacon and a glass of
water. “That \s all T can glve you.” she sald. “|
frust you will not be capturcd or killed. Give me
vour name, then | can help you as ypou have helped
me. Gen, Jo B Gordon and Gen, Longstreet are
friends of mine "

“Teannot give names T understand It 100 well,
My brigade passed your house three hours ago and
this order 1s an old one that placed a guard on th's
honse, You say by order of Gen. Warren you
were guarded unt'! the provost marshal came, He
cemmands the Fifth Corps, and among the men
I am krown as ‘Warren's pet **'

Gen G K. Warren was in command of the elty
of Richmond and he being dead 1 speak for him,
The women of the city of Richmond were honored
and respected LY oMcers and men allke

HENRY M. RAWSON,
First el vade Third Division, Fifth Army Corps,
Lakk Viww. N 1, Dec 22

Christmastide,
December's nights are cold and long,
His days are dark and drear,
But through them comes the sweetest song
That mortals ever hear,
Itis the song the angels sang —~
Few were the listeners then,
But through the world the echoes rang —
“Peace and good will to men'”

A glory in the skies afar
Shines like a heavenly
It is the radiance of that star
Which rose at Bethlchem

It lights the lagging winter day »
It erowns the dying year,

Aud earth grows brighter In \ts Llaze
For Christmastide Is here

gen

Sometimes our tumult o the alr
O'crwhelms the music’'s flow,
Sometimes our torches' flash and fiy,
O'ereomes the heaveuly glow,
Hat willing heart and listening eay
May hear that song agaln
ftis the soul of Christmas cheer
“Peace and good will to men'”
NINETTE M. LowWaTkan,

—
Fffulgence. never scen before,

Fills sky and sca and slumbering earih
A to the farthest angel tells

The message of the Saviour's birth,

The dazzling worlds in heaven's dome
Grow pale before that wondrous light,
Por planet never shone as shines
The Star of Bethlehem to night.

And ‘neath that star a slender girl
With soft brown eyes, hears angels sing
And whiapera to her new-borm son:
“Lightof the World! My babe, my K\ng!*
VinoiNia B, Hanmison,

RISKS OF BONDING SALOONS.

Surety Cempany Liable, No Matter Whe
Rans the Place.

In a decision handed down yesterday
Supreme Court Justice Keener holds that
a surety company that has gone on the bond
of a liquor dealer for his license does not
become freed of respousibility for infrace
tions of the liquor laws in the saloon named
in the license even when the livuor dealer
has transferred the license to another
person.

The question arose in several suits
brought by State Excise Commissioner
Cullinan to recover from the surety com-
pany on the bond of the original licensee
the amount of $1,600, being double the
cost of the license, under the law which
directs the forfeiture of this bond on the
conviction of the saloonkeeper of excise
violations. Among the cases before the
Churt were those of Frank L. Parker of the
Parker House and Otto Kuck of 819 s
Both had transferred their licenses, t!
former to another lessee of the Parker
House and the latter to the notorious
MeGurk. Both licenses were revoked for
violations, and the Fidelity and Casualty
Company was sued for $1,600 in each case.

The defencs was that the transfers of
ownership having been made without the
knowledge of the surety company the
latter could not be held liable., Justioe
Keener holde that the company’'s lability
roversd the entire year during which the
license was to run, and that the transfer
;!fl‘l’{i‘; license could in no way affect this
iability.

SUE OLD MRS. HUGHES'S LAWYER.

Trust Company Wil Try te Reocovers
$60,000 for Incompetent Widow.

Supreme Court Justice Scott has au-
thorized the United States Trust Company,
as committee of the property of Mrs. Loulse
Beauchamp Hughes, the octogenarian
widow who was recently declared ineom-
petent, and who has an income of $10,000
A year, to institide proceadings agafnst
Edward G. Niles, a Washington lawyer, to
obtain from him such property as he may
have belonging to Mrs. Hughes and an ac-
counting of her property.

In the petition of the trust company it Ia
alleged that Niles, while acting aa the attor-
ney and confidential adviser of Mrs, Hughes
obtained from her property, money and fur+
niture valued altogether at $68,000, It is
also alleged that on June 80 last Niles had
Mrs. Hughes declared insane and caused
her to be unlawfully imprisoned. He had
himself appointed as & committee of her
property, it is alleged, and continued fo act
in Jﬁ' capacity down to Nov, 17 last, wheu
Mrs. Hughes was liberated from Dr. Kel-
l{i:ﬂ'a sanitarium at Riverdale by Justice

MOVING HEADQUARTERS HERE.

Congregational General Assoeclation (0
Leave Syracuse for New York.
The headquarters of the
General Association of the Btate, for many
vears at Svracuse, are to be moved to this
city. The Rev. Charles W. Bhelton, at one
time a missionary in South Dakota, but for
elaven years Eastern Field Secretary of the
Gon{::g:uond Home Missionary Soo
has n elected secretary of the State as-
sociation. When he accepts he will probabl
rintendent of the local anm{
Extension .M

t successful as fleld h?' bg
mos ul as retary for
national organization.

Cornell Gets a Bust of Itsa Feunder.

ITHACA, N. Y., Dec. 24.—President Schur.
man's seoretary announced to-day that
Cornell University had received a gift of
a life-size bust of Ezra Cormell, founder
of the university, from Mrs. Nannie Ream
Hoxie, who cast the model from sittings
obtained In Mr. Cornell's lifetime. A
bronze cast of the bust will be made and
brought to Cornell. Mrs, Hoxie cast the
statue of Abraham Lincoln which is now
in the rotunda of the National Capitol, and
one of Admiral !‘am&n. which now stands
in Farragut Square, Washington.

Washington Society Notes.

WASIIINGTON, Dec. 24.—Sanator and Mrs,
Foraker were hosta at dinner to-night.
Their guests included Mr. and Mrs. King
Wainwright and Mms. Chapman 8Smith
of Philadelphia, Misa Hitchcock, Mimm
Fuller, Miss Hagner, Mr. Pulido of the
(V{;nez't:alm Legation and Dr. James Robb

ureh.

The Austrian Minister and Baronees
Hengelmiller have as gnests for Christmas
Congul-Genera! von dexl!ufy of New York
%nd Miss Ruth Snyder, niece of Amhassador

ower,

Rear Admiral Ceoper te Sucoced Wiides.

WasniNGgToN, Dec. 34.—Rear Admiral
Philip H. Cooper, now in charge of the
second coast defence district, with head-
quarters at Coaster’s Island, Newport
harbor, has been selected to sucored Rear
Admiral Frank Wildes as second in com-
mand of the American fleet in Asiatic
waters. He will become the commander
of the snuthern squadron with station on
the flagship Rainbow at Cavité. Admiral
Wildes, who has ordered home be-
cause of ill health, will leave Cavité to-
morrow for San Francisco.

Movements of Naval Vessels.
WAsHINGTON, Dec. 24.—The battleship
Massachusetts has arrived at Port of
Spain, Trinidad, the gunbnate Hist and
Vixen, at Ban Juan, and the gunboat Prince-
ton and the collier Satum, at Cavi
The torpedo bhoat destr yer 'orden,
now at the Norfolk Navy Yard, has been
ordered into commission. The gunboat
Callao, captured from the Spnnlﬂt by
Admiral Dewey, has been placed oome
mission at Cavité

Prof. Forney of Alabama
dentally,

BIRMINGHAM, Ala., Deo. 24.—Jaocob For-
ney, professor of pedagogy in the State
University at Tuscaloosa, while out shoot-
ing sparrows in his garden at Springville
to-day, was killed by the accidental dis.
charge of a parlor rifle. He was one of
the best-known educators in the South.

His father was the late Major-Gen, John H,
Forney of the Confederate Army.

Kifled Aocele

Gov. Longino OTers Rewards for Whiteeapes

MemPHIS, Tenn., Dec. 2¢.—~Gov. Longino
of Mississippi this moming issued a psoo-
lamation offering a reward of $500 each
for the arrest and conviction of whitecaps.
The rewards are limited to $10,000 in any
county. The troublee are serious, Ne-
groes are heing forced by the hundred

to leave the lands they have occupied for
years,

880,000 to Go to Yale,

New Haven, Dec. 24.—Notification has
come to the treasurer of Yale University
that by the will of the late Mrs, Laura
Currier of New York $50,000 Yas been left
to the university a‘ter the d-a'" of a step-

son, who i now 6 years old. The income
is to e used in aiding needy students.

Dihenker.

TO TAR EDITOR OF THR SUN—Sir ¢ At last the
only real expressive language has (te Inning in THE
SUN, viz.: Penrsylvania Duten. “Piker” 13 wrong,
It's “dihenker.” not “dihanker.” “Wos die di-
henker” Is the original of New York's “Wot t'ell,”
Ask the man, Mr. Baer.

A BRRKS COUNTY DUTORNMAN.

Wasminaron, D. €., Dec. 28

They Thrive on Kisses
First Insect - What makes that crowd of miegobes
80 happy?
Second Insect - They just heard thad ssventy

five carloads of mistietoe were shipped bere
the holldays =
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