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The Arm, Hammer and Hot Iron.

It may have scemed at one time to
President RoOSEVELT that both the
quickest and the surest way to resolve
the dangerous situation in Venezuela
was to acquiesce, however reluctantly,
in the strongly expressed desire of the
British and German Governments that
he himself should undertake the task
and assume the reeponsibility of arbi-
tration.

Such would be the natural impulse
of a man of Mr. RoOSEVELT'S habita of
prompt action and high courage in the
presence of difficulties.

In adopting the alternative and by
his great influence sending the European
claims to The Hague Tribunal, the Presi-
dent has rendered not only to the cause
of peace in general, but also to the in-
terests of this nation in particular, a
service infinitely beyond anything in his
power as arbitrator,

The valuation put upon the importance
of the President’s act by the Baron DE
CONSTANT in his congratulatory letter
from Paris is in no degree extravagant.
Only three years ago the Powers were
summoned to conference by the (‘zar
of Russia to devise some method of
minimizing the chances of unnecessary
war over avoidable issues. (reat
Britain and Germany participated, as
did the United States. The result was
the establishment, by a convention duly
and solemnly ratified on all sides, of
an international court of arbitration
specially intended for the peaceful set-
tlement of just such disputes as that
which has arisen between these allies
and the South American State. The
usefulness of the machinery thus pro-
vided has never yet been tested in
any case concerning a great European
Power. The future of The Hague Tri-
bunal depended upon Mr. ROOSEVELT'S

decision in this matter. If he had ac-
ceded to the urgent request of the allies
~-a ‘most flattering request, since it was
prompted by full confidence in his im-
partiality and ability—it is not too much
to say that the tribunal's usefulness
never would have been tested. The
Hague Court of Arbitration and the
promise it held out to a warring world
would have become no more than an
iridescent memory.

President ROOSEVELT has preserved
for Europe and the world the court of
peaceful resort which was by European
initiative created in 1809.

At the same time, while putting the
Venezuelan business upon the right road
to peaceful settlement, he has preserved
this Government's independence of the
process of settlement. A precedent full
of the possibilities of serious embarrass-
ment to his own Administration and its
successors has been avoided by the
judicious decision which Mr. ROOSEVELT
finally reached. The whole country
knows that the Monroe Doctrine is safe
under his vigilant and patriotic guar-
dianship. It is not the less secure in his
keeping because he is not to exercise
simultaneously the functions of custodian
of the Monroe Doctrine and judge or ref-
eree in a controversy perhaps involving
a practical application of its principles.

The diplomacy at Washington during
the past three weeks has been of a mighty
discerning and effective sort. When the
iron was hot the arm that held the ham-
mer struck straight.

Church Attendance in London.

The religious census of London which
the Daily News of that town is taking has
proceeded at last accounts to the enumer-
ation of the Sunday church attendance in
three only of the twenty-eight boroughs
into which London is divided. The cen-
sus taken in two of these, Hampstead
and Kensington, we have already given.
It showed that of the total population
of the two boroughs, less than one-quar-
ter was in attendance on the churches at
both the morning and evening services
on the November Sunday when the enu-
meration was made.

On the first Sunday of December the
aggregate attendance was counted in
the borough of Battersea and it was only
one in seven of the population, though
on that day the weather was far more
favorable than when the count was made
in the of \ers.

Battersea is a typical industrial bor-
ough, and the statistics are particularly
suggestive on that account. The Lon-
don Guardian had predicted after the
census in Hampstead and Kensington
that the results shown in the poorer dis-
tricts would be more favorable, as con-
cerns the attendance on Church of Eng-
land services especially, but actually
they were worse in industral Battersea.

Here is a summary of the census as
80 far reported:

opwa- Angli- Other
Moreun. tton. can. Churches. Totcls.
Kensington . . . 170,628 26,134 17,720 45,003
Hampstead.... . 81,042 11,066 L8l 20447
Battersea .. 165,007 11,685 15,327 26.092
A2TATT 48885 LT 9am

It will be seen that in the three bor-
oughs, taken together, the Anglican
attendance somewhat exceeds that at all
the other churches. In Battersea alone,
however, the Anglican attendance is
less by nearly a fourth. Of the Non-
conformist attendance, the greatest was
on the Methodist churches, 6,023, as com-
pared with 11,685 on the Anglican. Next
came Baptist, 2,849, and then followed,
in order, the Congregational, 1,641, and

. Presbyterian, 474. At an apparently
flourishing Reformed Episcopal church,
St. Jude's, the attendance was 227, a
number exceeded by that at only four
of the twenty-five Anglican churches
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and missions in Battersea. It is notable,
also, that at a Spiritualistic church 54
attendants were found. In the borough
are only two Roman Catholic churches,
at which the attendance was counted
as 1,737.

Of the total number of attendants in
Battersea, 26,002, only 6,866 were men,
the remainder consisting of 10,614 women

| and 9,512 children; yet in the popula-

tion of the borough males and femalea
are nearly equal in number, or 81,479 to
87.158.

The total population of the three bor-
oughs in which this census has been
taken is not one-tenth part that of “ reg-
istration London,” but, probab!* the
church attendance in them may be taicen
as typical of the whole, for Hampstead is
a middle-class district, Kensington aris-
tocratic and Battersea industrial. It
was only about 21 per cent. of the inhabi-
tants, or little more than one-fifth; of
men, there were few proportionately;
nearly four-fifths of the total being made
up of women and children. In the An-
glican churches of Battersea there were
only 2,562 men to 9,073 women and chil-
dren. In the Nonconformist churches
men were more numerous proportion-
ately, or 3,858 men to 9,732 women and
children. In the two Roman Catholic
churches there were 416 men to 1,321
women and children.

This is a far worse showing than was
made in New York, both as to church at-
tendance in the aggregate and of men
specifically.

Regulation by Bulidozing.

Our independent contemporary of In-
dianapolis, the News, may well open its
mind again to the important subject of
trust regulation according to the Knox
programme, to which President ROOSE-
vELT has given his approval. We sub-
join the News's present view:

“Tar SUN Is horrified that the Attorney General
of the I'nited States should suggest the acvisability
of denying combinations that operate in restraint
of trade the right to engage In interstate commerce.
We do not sec anything very startling about §t."

The destruction of any great business
organization, for which the trust hunters
hunger, cannot be a trifling matter. It
is sure to cause trouble and damage
outside of the immediate victim. The
Sherman act wisely puts the great power

| to do anything so momentous into the

keeping of the courts. It is now for the
courts to determine whether an accused
corporation i8 in restraint of trade, and
is to be disrupted. But Mr. Knox's
scheme aims at regulating all corpora-
tions by establishing the power of the
Government to prevent the transporta-
tion of their goods from State to State.

Under the Sherman act every combi-
nation ® in the form of trust or otherwise *
in restraint of trade is declared “ illegal "
and can be scattered to the winds. The
fact that that law is on the statute books
emphasizes the objection to the proposed
policy of bulldozing business by means
of the power in Congress to regulate in-
terstate commerce, a poligy that would
create a whirlpool of coercion into which
the individual citizen would be inevitably
swept.

The Farmers' Trust.

Snapping their fingers at the Anti-
Trust law which is and at the hundreds
of anti-trust laws now on the calendars
of Congress or just hatching in the con-
volutions of the statesmen in Wa-Ying-
ton, the farmers of the United itates
have formed a trust of their own. The
incorporators of this trust, which was
organized in Indianapolis last week and
named the American Society of Equity
of North America, set forth in the papers
of incorporation a long list of ita objects.
Only two of these objects need be men-
tioned here:

“1. To obtain profitable prices from producty
of the farm, garden and orchard.

“2. To secure legisiation in the interest of agri-
culture, horticulture, stock-raising and gardening.”

That is, the farmers combine to put
up or maintain the prices of their prod-
ucts and to secure favorable legisla-
tion. Attributing such nefarious pur-
poses to great industrial trusts, the pro-
fessional spouters against the Octopus
flame to the roofs of their mouths with
wrath and language. But farmers are
a different sort of cattle. It is not safe
to attack the farmers. There are too
many of them. If the farmers want to
form a trust, shall they not be allowed to
do it? Remember those kindly anti-
trust acts in the West and South which
forbade all combinations save those of
farmers and laborers; statutes quickly
smashed by the courts, but interesting
as a memorial of the tenderness of the
trust-scourgers for farmers and laborers.
Some of the laborers have their trusts
already. The farmers seem bound to
have theirs.

Saving in the cost of transportation is
one of the first aims of the society. “ At
present,” says the president, “ too much
money goes to the handlers and trans-
porters.” The trust will strive to bring
producer and consumer closer together,
freeze out the middleman and reduce the
cost of marketing. The trust will have
its own elevators, cold-storage houses
and warehouses. By an elaborate and
minute system of crop-reporting, “ all
values will be fixed equitably.” The
method of fixing prices will be this:

“ Knowing through the secretarics of the local
branches the amount of any crop produced, and
knowing the consumption from past experiences,
an equitable minimum price will be fixed by the
directors of the national body and the same re-
ported directly to all members in all parts of the
country. Once a price has been placed on a crop,
that price will rule on that crop during the crop
year, and the soclety will not make another price,
although the Individual owners may use their own
Jjudgment about holding for a higher price. There
will also be a schedule of monthly advances over
minimum price accruing to holders. The result
of this simnitaneous information to all members
will be concerted action and the sustaloment of
the market.”

This is perfectly clear and direct. The
trust farmer will not sell below the fixed
minimum price and is entitled to get all
he can over it. Here are some equitable
minimum prices for the present:

“The soclety will reccommend for the prescnt time
the following prices for some staple cropa: Wheat,
81 per bushel; corn, 50 cents per bushel: oats, 36
cents per bushel: all at Chicago: also cotton, 10 centa
per pound at New York. The farm price will be
these prices less transportation and handling. To
Iusirate: The Jreseat price of wheat st Chicago
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is 76 cents; therefore, It should be 2§ cents per

bushe! higher, which means a corresponding ad-
vance of 25 cents on the farm.”

The peculiar difficulties of an agri-
cultural trust on account of the vast ex-
tent of the field and the number of pro-
ducers and the uncertainty of crops do

not escape the projectors of the new !

society; but they believe that their plan
is practical and that accurate reporta of
the crops and a minimum price will ap-
peal to the farmers and millions of them
will come into the trust. “As to con-
trolling production, this feature will
take carv of itaeli.”

We have recorded many attempts to
establish farmers' trusts, local or general.
Evidently the farmers have begun to see
the advantages of combination. Inev-
itably they will seek to apply to their
business a principle and a method that
are so fertile and powerful in other forms
of business. While the half-cock states-
men are shooting blank cartridges at
the trusts or weeping like crocodiles over
thedowntrodden and trust-ridden farmer,
he is getting up a trust of his own. Like
the sensible man he is. Fight trust with
trust. That is the law of self-protection
in the modern business world. But how
it must surprise and sadden the half-
cock statesmen eager for laws against
trusts to see the farmers making trusts.

Sambo on Skees.

We have loved to follow Gen. SAMBO
BowLES, the greatest living New Eng-
land poet, in his anthological excursions
to Agawam. We have watched him
reverently as he chased the butterfly
or was chased by the hornet. We have
watched him, in his raincoat and his
sneakers, gliding gently through the
spring rains and muds., We have
watched him in his corduroys and shoot-
ing coat, his poetic feet bound in half-
leather, his red tam-o'-shanter caressed
by the fall winds and his basket full of
autumn leaves not half so bright as his
bucolice. We have heard him in the
August nights, singing to the crickets and
the katydids. But not till last Saturday
have we had a satisfactory view of him
as a winter scene. The Hon. WiLLiAM
Lroynp GARRISON made him a Christmas
present of a pair of skees, accompanying
the gift with these lines:

‘* O'er brooks and ponds, o'er hills and knolls,
Soft speed your flying feet, O BowwLzs,
Whose strong, sweet song makes glad our souls.”

Friday the Agawam THEOCRITUS took
the skees out for a trial trip. The poem
which leaps and yells for joy in the
Springfield Republican of Saturday re-
cords the emotion generated by the
skee ride. At first the poet's ears are a
little cold:

" Stern, Indeed, bas been the face of Nature;
Chill and cruel Its steel hands
In the December we bave nearly done with.*

Before he warms up by his own caloric
and the rush and friction of the skees,
he dwells upon the temperature and the
want of coal.
SAMBO'S cold, 8o to speak. To be sure,
“ in the days of the grandfathers, there
was no such thing as a warm house,”
but that reflection won't keep warm the
city folk of to-day who were born in

warm houses. Besides, although the |
bard on skees doesn't mention it, our .
ancestors were much heated by buttered |

rum and other mellow instillations, the
very name of which is warming. But
the Springfield people are shivering*
“ What to them i3 the fact that the farmers
On the hills now gather by the kitchen
Stove and all the rest of the house Is given
Over to trost?"

“ Creature comforts grow more im-
perative;,” “ hardihood is a wvanished
virtue.” Thundering over the hum-
muzxes, the Hampden WiLLIAM BARNES
opens his reefer deflantly. He is a
Spartan from Wayback. To save space
we print this dithyramb as prose:

“* Face the north wind,' says Nature, ‘face it,
and be strong. 1 give you life, I give you hasting
pulses,.1 give you clear alr of the snows, and sharp
tang of the frosts, and these are good for you, It
you are stout enough to weicome and fare forth
with them. You will be the better for the com-
panlonship of my cold, pure breath and my forth-
right purpose. [ lap you In no cholce lotus atmos-
phere; you cannot sleep In this clime: 1t is the
abode and magic-house of sturdy life.' *

Follow the skees if you can:
* Dashing down the preciplces
Of trap with a glorious vigor
Of movement, splendors of slivery
Gleam and foamy spray and with a musie
Of brilllant and sombre harmeény."

The song of SAMBO and the crunch of

the “ crust " under the skees; “ the gay- |

ety of the outer dash, blended with the
deep tones of the plunge.” “ Out of the
higher atmosphere; It descends, laden
with blessing.” We can't help applying
to Gen. BOwLES'S poem his remarks
about the snow.

But neither snow nor snow pudding
can compare with this nature picture:

“ After the rains were at an end and the brisk
northwester
Was swinging down across the fields and through
the valley
Inside of the mountaln it was with womnder the
rambler
Beheld, In one of the watercourses which the raln
had cleared of the
Snow, the bright eye of the houstonla gleaming,
As sweet and fresh as If there were mo winter,
How sure, how ready the lovely response of Nature
To the sun!
Seated at the foot of a gnaried wild apple tree,
Munching an unfrogen apple, one of scores pre-
served so
By the snows now washed away, there was a
delight which
THOREAU would have shared, one which touched
the heart of the

Solitary wanderer!”

Which touches all hearts, and stirs all
livers, social or solitary. * Our heart s
on the hummocks there with SAMBO and
we must pause till it come back to us.”
Is there no cunning artist in Springfield
who will paint Gen. SAMBO BowLks
sitting on his skees beneath that gnarled
wild apple tree and munching an un-
fm’:en apple, careless of his little tum-
turh? \

SANTA CLAUS in Cleveland, Ohio, is re-
oeiving assistance during the holidays from
a prominent automobile concern, which
has volunteered the use of several of its
speediest vehicles in the delivery, free of
charge, of mail packages sent to that city.
Each machine is fitted out specially for the
service desired ani is accompanied by a
letter carrier, in addition to ita driver. As
soon as the mall is assorted in the post

Empty is the bin and |

office ‘it is transferred to these modern
fiyers, and in much quicker time than
SANTA CLAUS ocould make with his reif-
deer it is placed in the hands of those for
whom it is intended.

A test of the automobile in the delivery
of mail matter made last week in a town in
Minnesota showed that it could cover the
route of the carrier in less than two hours
and a half, about one-half the time required
by the regular team; and this demonstra-
tion was possible notwithetanding that on
some of the roads encountered the sand
was from three to six inches deep and hills
were numerous. Thix speaks well for the
practical utility of the new vehicles.

‘The total number of volumes in the world at the
present time is over three bilBon .~ Topeka Caplial

And our fertile friend, Mr. ANDREW
LaNG, wrote most of 'em and introductions
to all the rest,

Evansvitne, Ind., Dec. 25.--MaTT and GROROE
ScHILE, while under the Influence of liquor, tried
to tear down a saloon bullding in Babylown, near
this olty, this evening.—/ ndfanapoils sentinel.

The last thing a man * under the influence
of liquor " would seek to do would be to
tear down a liquor fountain and impair his
own base of supplies. What business has
a saloon in Babytown? The most peaceful
man and least carrirnationlike of women
would be stirred to violence by seeing a
saloon in Babytown. Saloons in Rabytown
must “ go.”

THE DOCTRINE AT THE HAGUE.

A Veteran Diplomat's Views of the Latest
Phase of the Sfituation.

To TAE EpiTor or TRE SUN -Sir: For a
complete disclosure of all that has gone on
in the Venezuela matter the world at large
must, no doubt, wait patiently. Be pleased,
: meanwhile, that the differences between all
| the allies and Venezuela are to be debated,
| before and decided by The Hague tribunal,
Soon or late, either in Berlin or London or
Rome or Caracas, if not in Washington, all
things will be revealed

1t may be that when the President’s annual
message was sent to Congress his allusion
to the Monroe Doctrine wns based on con-
certed diplomatic notes, already prepared
and then exchanged bheotween Washington,
Berlin and London, in a diplomatic way,
which notes set forth what hus since hap-
pened in Venezuela and prescribed what
the allies could and would not there do,

There was never anyvthing in the super-
ficial plea that the President could, as arbi-
trator, decide more quickly than The Hague
court, provided it could begin immediately
as soon as all parties could be ready with
their proofs “Haste maketh waste,” and
i besides unjudicial

Preparation of a treaty of submission to
arbitration, to be entered into by each and
all the half-dozen allies, on the one side, and
Venezuela on the other side, will be a long
work, probably, when once entered upon,
and if the President is to supervize it in the
interest of Venezuela the supervision might
have been inconvenient if he was to be the
arbitrator

Curfosity will, in any evant, be great to see
that which the President has told the alljes
they could do in Venezuela, by way of vio-
lently enforcing their reclamations. Con-
gress may have something to say thereon
It will be the first practical application of
the Doctrine, next after Cleveland's in the
Venezuela boundary business

The Doctrine is, however, for the present
superscrded by the submission of the differ-
ances to arbitration. The Doctrine is not
a test of the alleged wrongs done to the alljes
by either the people or the officials of Vene-
zuela. We may, therefore, be undistufbed
| as to the Doctrine whiie The Hague tribu-
nal is at work. It may come in sight
again, if Venezuela refuses to obey any award
| against her, but it would have been the same
had the President been the arbitrator

One thing at a time! Reference to an in-
ternational court and suspending war is one
thing and a very good thing. The trial and
decision will come next in order.

The court will not have physical power
to enforee its mandate If it had, the Doc-
trine would then rise up. Nobody can yet
say that all the nations have accepted it as
the law of nations, even although its accent-
ance would make for the peace of the world,
and be bhest for every nation, instead of leav-
ing the New World, asto its soil, open for Old
| World strivings, ambitions, rivalries and all
| the dangers of war.

Will it not, before long, please all the na-
tions to see that? PLACTIT NE GENTIBUS?

NEw YORK, Dec. 28

Was Mrs. Eddy Ever a Spiritualist?

To TRE Epitor orF THE SuN—Sir: 1t
seems that nothing less than documentary
evidence will satisfy those who appear to
delight in misrepresenting Mrs. Eddy to the
public. Over against the curious assertion
that Mrs, Eddy was a medium, which L. W,
Peebles, M, D.. makes in a letter to the 8an
Francisco Philoaophical Journal, reprinted
in your issue of Dec 27, let me quote the
words of Mr Hiram 8 Crafts, Mrs. Eddy's
first student in Christian Science, as they
were published last July in the Jowrnal of
Montgomery, Ala:

1 hereby certify that Mrs. Mary Baker G. Eddy,
the discoverer and founder of (“ristlan Sclemce,
was oot a spiritualist when she taught me Christlan
Science in the year 1800. Al that Ume 1 was a
spiritualist, but her teachigd cnl'!d my views
on that subject, and | gave up spiritualism. Mm.
Eddy boarded at my house when | resided In
Stoughton, Mass.

Mr. Alfred Farlow of Boston, in the same
newspaper, likewise stated:

Mr. Crafts told me that Mrs. Eddy, to-please
others, sometimes attended the discussions of
spiritualism given at the place where she boarded,
but that she herself never belleved in spifitualism,
and always, in her kindly way, talked udan It,
explaining its phenoména In a manner differing
from the bellef of spiritualists. This was In the
days when almost everybody was looking Inte
this strange ism, »nd hecause of her very earnest
desire to know ‘he truth Mrs. Eddy examined
almost e\-en' theory she could figd. fter Investl-
gaung a'u tuallsm she aband@ped the subject.

. have learned that in about 1862 Mrs.
Eddy delivered a lecture on spirituallam In the
City Hall, Portland, Me., and it was sald by hun-
dreds present to be the most convineing ary ument
they had ever listened to against spiritualism.

Those who can look back “some forty
ears” will remember that Whittier, Henry

‘ard Beecher and other original thinkers
along spiritual lines were once spirit-
ualists, but that did not make them so It
sufces to read the chapter on “Christian
Science and Spiritualism™ {n Mrs, v'a
work, "Science and Health, with Key to !ga
Scriptures,” to understand that no one who
wrote that ohnﬁter could ever have been

# purely sensuous nature of
spiritualistic modmmuha_.

NEwW Yorg, Dec. 27 D. McCRACKAN.

>

Iron Is King.

To TRS EDITOR OF TEE SUx—Sir. When the
iron Industries of a resourceful coeuntry are
prosperous, business generally s active, and all
lines of .ndustry prosper. “lron a8 King” is a
trite saying, but a true one. Some figures just
published by the Treasury Bureau of Statistios
emphasize this clearly. Great Britain first, and
Germany second, led the world for many decades
in iron production, but since 1807, when we passed
Great Dritain, the lead has remained with us, as the
following figures testify:

1
| Untied States Great Britain
| Tons. Tons.

1897 9,053,680 9,708,468
1898 . 11,778,034 R,000,719
1809 18,720,783 0,421,433
1900 13,799,242 950,081
[ ] P 18,878,854 7.028.047
1902 17,506,000

The 1902 production of 17,800,000 tons is more
than double the production of 1808 (the last Demo-
cratlc year', three times that of 1888, four times
that of 1981, six times that of 1879, eight times that
of 1875, ten times that of 1872, and twenty times that
of 1885,

In addition to thia satisfactory state of afalrs, the
home demand engandered by Republican policles
was and Is so phenomepally heavy, that our Im-
ports of Iron during 1902 are nearly ten times greater
than (o 1901, and greater than in any year of the

decade. The figures arc:

1898 . yu wa Qs - 8,128

1901 .

1002 e e 318,000
The stoel production of 1902 |s estimated at 15,

000,000 tons, being 80 per cent. higher than 1o 1000,
three times as much as that of 1808, ten times that
of 1884, and twenty times that of 1878,

1808 . 5,281,127t0n8
L e 18,473,608 tona
1902 SeeseerTre et iines 18,000,000 tona

Tron s sull king.

SCHENRCTADY, N, ¥Y,, Dec. 29,

RHODESIAN SCUHOLARSHIPS.

Geldwin Smith on the Relatiye Value of
Ameriean and Furopean Scheoling.

To Tae Eprros or THe BUN—Sir: Hap-
pening to he connected both with Oxford
and with an American university, 1 con-
tinue to be interrogated about the probable
working of the Cecil Rhodes foundation.
I have alrcady said, and most people will
probably agree with me, that as a general
rule a1 youns; man had better be brought up
in the country in which he is to live, and
even if the foreign instruction is somewhat
superior, he will probably lose more than he
will gain by expatriation. The fact, how-
ever, as | believe, is that as good instruc-
tion is now to be had in America as any-
where in Europe. Of ocourse, for a poor
student $1,500 a year is a great thing. Much
depends on the student’'s age at the time
of expatriation. There cannot be the
slightest objection to re:ort for a post-
graduate course to foreign centres of spe-
cial knowledge. On this subject it appears
that the trustees are making judicious
regulations.

Oxford, as my correspondence shows,
is thoroughly friendly to the scheme and
willing to make all necessary arrange-
ments. That there is a difference hetween
the ideas and babita of the American and
those of the English student, those who
have had to deal with both of them must
be aware. The ways and accommodations
of Oxford may still appear to an American
somewhat medisval, as was shown by the
letter of an American mother published
the other day.

The main object of Mr. Rhodes's founda-
tion, however, may be taken to be not so
much educational as political; not so much
anything in the way of pan-academical
union as the Anglicization or conversion
into Englishmen of the most promising
vouths from other countries, especially from
the United States. “E'en in our ashes live
their wonted fires.” Even in his mauso-
leum Cecil Rhodes is *painting continents
red.” GOLDWIN SMITH.

ToRoNTO, Dec. 26.

THE MILITARY AUTOMOBILE.

A Second Competition Instituted by the
British War ¢(flice.

Military experts in Cireat Britain who, in
common with their contemporaries in other
parts of the world, believe that the possibill-
ties of automobiles as auxiliaries in the army
are only beginning to be understood, are
determined to secure without delay motor
vehicles for this purpose which shall possess
A higher degree of efMciency than any yet
seen.  Last fall the British War Office offered
a prize of $8,000 for the production of a type
of automobile which should meet certain
specific requirements, and the interest which
the offer created among manufacturers was
great  The result of the contest which
followed was not, however, entirely satis-
factory, and the War Office has opened
another competition of this sort wherein
manufacturers must have their machines
ready for inspection and trial in October, 1903

The terme of the new competition, while
resembling in many respects those of the
other one, will be seen to be more inclusive
and exacting. The weight of the machines
to be built must not exceed thirteen tons
when carrying fuel and water and all the
stores necessary for an ordinary trip, and
they must run independently of "any ex-
traneous machinery for the supply of their
motive power.” This means, of course, that
they must furnish their own power, Which
may be steam, or gasolene, or electricity,
or any other agent of propulsion which as-
sures the result sought. Each machine must
be able to draw a load of twenty-five tons
over ordinary country roads for a distance
of at least forty miles at the rate of from
three to five miles an hour. It is required
explicitly that competing vehicles shall not
depend, either for fuel or water, upon any
other vehicle or source of supply while cover-
ing the distance named.

On good, lavel roads the machines must
be able to haul a load of twelve and one-half
tons for not less than one mile at a speed of
eight miles an hour. They shall be con-
structed in such a way as to render them
serviceable on roads that are soft or rough
“without exesssive wear and tear or injury;”
and, in order that the bodies of the machines
may not come in contact with the ground
or with objects in the road, the lower part
of these bodies must clear the ground by not
less than eighteen inches on level surfaces,
The machines shall be able te run through
water two feet deep: shall be built so that
they may be driven from either end and in
either direction; shall have strong brakes
on the driving wheels, and shall be mounted
on springs attached to the axles. Provision
must be made for locking the driving wheels
together securely and quickly, in case of
necessity, and the machines must be “ade-
quately covered ”

Not more than two men shall be needed
to. run one machine, and neither of these men
shall be required to leave his post for the
purpose of olling or adjusting the mechanism
or otherwise giving it the attention necessary
to insure its operation. The machines must
be made proof against interference from
mud and dust; their driving wheels must
not be less than #ix and one-half feet in
diameter, and each machire must be fitted
with a winding gear c~irying seventy-five
{s s of flexible galvanized steel wire rope
wo and one-quarter inches in circumference,
No provision need be made for carrying or
attaching armor. S8pecial requirements, of a
technical nature, are wn to govern
the construction of steam vehicles intended
for the competition. In judeing of the re.
spective merits of all the automob
mit their drawing power will be regarded
as of first importance, while cost, simplicity
of construction and expense of operation
and maintenance will also be considered

Other countries besides England wherein
there has been noteworthy progress in the
construction of automobiles for military
service are Fran asd Germany, whose
experiments in this direction have been
attended with satisfactory results, Russia and
Austria and Italy, also, have come to look
upon the automobile as a machine which
must be reckonad with among other engines
of war; and while these three countries have
been less active than France and Germany
and Great er“n in seeking to determine
the full military value of the automobile,
the{ have, nevertheless, been close observers
of the developments in this line outside of
their own terr tow. The same is true of the
Uni States e have 'rmduced here no
formidable-looking war steeds armor-clad,
with turrets and rapid-fire guns, correspond-
ing to a contrivance made receptly in Eng-
land; but our army officers have noted care-
fully the developments in automobile con-
struotion elsewhere which are likely to affect
future military operations

The coming competition in England should

ve more interesting than any similar one

the past. It wshould demon':tnm con-
clu,lrly the ability of automobile kers
ui ollow in the process of construction the
plans outlined Ly military men

The Age of Consolidation.
From a Letter in (he Troy Press.

“l can remember when there were five different
rallroad organizations between Albany and Buffalo
—Albany tw Schenectady, Schenectady to Utlca,
Utlea to Syracuse, Syracuse to Rochester and
Rochester 0 Buffalo, In writing to a friend about
twenty (20) years ago, | expressed to him the opinion
that we had too many raliroads In the United States
for the good of the countiry, and gave it aa my ex -
pectation that in the lifetime of my children there
would not probably be more than four great rall-
roads |n the United States. We are rapldly ap-
proaching that time already.”

Gratitying Report From Uptown,

TO TRE EDITOR OF THE SUN-—Sir; | am pleased
to be able to report that the Rev. Louls Albert
Banks has reformed sinoce you printed my letter
calling his attention 1o the uncleaned sidewalk in
front of his church. After the Christmas snow-
storm thie church sidewalk was cleaned as promptly
and well as that of any saloon |n the street.

NEW YORK, Dec. 28 WERAT 104TH STRERT.

A Christmas Gift to the English Language,
To TMR EDITOR OF THE SUN=Sir: At the

meeting of the Chemical Soclety beld In London,
Dec. 4, & new compound was described, euphone-
ously called Carbonylthliocarbimidophenylbensyt-
thiocarbamide. '
1an't this pretty near the record’

ELP

lllbil‘ll' N. Y., Dec,

WILHELM II., MECENAS.

The Kakser's Utterances on Fine Arts and
the Drama.
From the St Jamea's tlazelie

Nothing can be more certain than that
the Kaiser's expressions of interest in art
and the drama in particular are absolutely
genuine and not mere platitudes expected of
him because he happens to be a monarch
He has closely identified himself with and
loved art from his earliest days; indeed, he
inherited it from hisx mother, a Princess who,
herself possessing unusual talent, took the
utmost pains to cultivate it in her children
It is not generally known, in this country at
any rate, that the Kaiser has painted several
pictures besides the one which attracted =o
much attention two or three years ago.  An
oll painting hearing the signature of “William,
Prince of Prussia,” was exhibited as far back
As 18588 at the Berlin Art Exhibition. It was
# seascape. a man-of-war, lying near to the
shore and engaged in target practice, being
depicted, and though possibly this effort was
somewhat overpraised at the time it is cer-
tain that it showed a very good artistic con-
ception  Then, also, architecture, particu-
larly naval architecture, is a subject which
the Emperor shows much interest in. Designs
submitted to him for his consideration are
subjected to close serutiny, and in a great
many cases he makes marginal notes sug-
westing alterations, suggestions which, we
are told, the draughtsmen themselves more
often than not really approve of

It i, of course, well known that his Imperial
Majesty holds very high views of the work
which art may do among the masses of the
people, and, indeed, the persistent encourage-
ment of the arts is an important feature of
his social programme. Consequently, the
artists themiselves are the recipients of much
notice from him., He frequently visits the
studios, where he {= alway=affable, interested,
critical, and encouraging, and he aleo takes
pains to promote the financial well-being
of the profession he thus patronizes. He
himself spend= remarkably large sume of
money on pictures, statues, and other objets
d'art, and throws out hints to his wealthy
subjects to induce them to go and do like-
wise

It may he of interest to mention that the
Kaiser's idea in ornamenting the “Sieges
Allee” in the “Tiergarten” of Berlin and
lining it with monuments erected for the
purpose of personifying the historical actions
and patriotic heroism of his prominent prede-
cessors was not *0 much to perpetuate the
memory of his own ancestors or to add to
the attractiveness of Berlin. but to give a
large number of artists remunerative em-
ployment extending over a long period
For it took many years to complete this great
scheme, the details of which were drawn up
by the Kaiser himself with the assistance of
Prof. Koser, the eminent historiographer.
When that important historical work was
finally completed to the satisfaction of its
originatar, his Majesty, sbeaking at a banauet
(Dec. 18, 1801) given to the sculptors and
others, delivered the most remarkable and
lengthy speech he ever made on art.

After urging the artists to continue to
devote their lives and talents to the highest
ideals of art, which ideals he pointed out,
he said, “An art which oversteps the laws
and limits T have thus indicated i< no longer
an art: it is a mere fabric, # handwork, and
this art should never become * Turuning to
another aspect of the case for art, he said
that it “must influence the people in an edu-
cative way: it must give to the so often toil-
exhausted lower classes the orpo_nunn of
elevating themselves intellectually,” and then,
referring to the great ideals which are charac-
teristic of the German people, he went on to
say, “Prominent among these ideals is the
desire to provide the working classes with
opportunities of obtaining en o¥men! by
means of things which are beautiful, and that
in this way they may raise themselves above
their ordjnary ideas and pursuits. The cult-
ure of ideals is the hizhest of all cultures,
and {f it has to fulfill its whole task then it
must penetrate into the lowest classes of the

pulation * * * But if art, as, accord-
hn. to its grewnt :.R?:onci\'. ngﬁ \:l;:g\;:&tll‘:

a ns, 0fs 0 R Clse a
minery (o atil darker colors than in reality
exist, then it sins against the German rople

his last sentence voices not only the Kaiser's

etestation of a certain tendency in modern
art, but also the opinion of a large number
of 'Germans in general. More remarkable
still, however, was the Emperor's fine declara-
tion that “the true artist does not seek the

raise of the marketplace, nor does he solicit
rhe aid of the press,” and then after referring
in eulogistic terms to the modesty of the
classical and medimval artists he concludes:
“The artist who descends to self-advertise-
ment is unworthy of the name, no matter if
he be praised a hundred or a thousand times

Keenly interested as the Kaiser is in art,
he is quite as much devo to the drama,
being one of the most constant theatre-
goers in Europe. As hiz speeches show, he
places the drama even before aArt as a means
of educating the people, and it is mainly
through its portals that he is endeavoring
to lead his subjects to their oal. He throws
himself into the subject with characteristic
fulness and it i An open secret that, as in
the case of the well-known painter, Rochling,
who produced several successful pictures
based upon the Emperor's original sketchet,
the dramaiists Wildenbruch and Josep
Lauff have written several le"" the plots of
which were suggested by him. All drama-
tists, actors and artists who are brought into
contact with him speak enthusiastically :J
his knowledge, his critical dexterity a
his skill in stagecraft. And here it may be
of interest to quote Von Berger, the present
director of the “Deutsches Schauspielhaus
in Hamburg, who has the privilege o eq{?y-
ing the Kaiser's personal frlond-l\l‘m he
Emperor,” says he in & recent article, “con-
siders art to be the most suitable means of
popular education. He wants to see on the
stage world-moving characters, splendor,
dignity and impressive beauty, and what
man of artistic feeling does not wish the
same! ® ® ¢ If Lauff has not been success-
ful in plavs in which such characters appear
it is simply because he has not fully compre-
hended the Kaiser's splendid ideas ™ “When
will the true poet arise?” concludes Von
Rerger ln‘h{n r&mu?nb]e eul?:)' of the Em-

ror's nality of conce 3
p"l'ht bgt‘nlustrntlon of the I{‘alnt'l views
on the drama is be found in the words
which he addres to the members of the
companies attached to the Berlin royal
theatres when he received them on the occa-
sion of the tenth anniversary of his accession
to the throne. “I consider.” he said, “that
the Roval Theatre should, like the school and
the university, be an agent of the monarch
in the work of educating the rising genera-
tion and promoting the highest intellectua
welfare olpour dear Fatherland It shoul
contribute to the education of the mind, to
the formmation of character, and to the en-
nobling of the moral perceptions. The
theatre is, indeed, one of my agents: an
A% it may be such a tremendous power in the
Rtpdn of a monarch, it is my duty to support

Cure of Drunkenness.
From the Lancet.

An address on Intemperance in women, recently
delivered by Sir Thomas Barlow, Bart., |s Inter-
esting on account of Its nractical suggesiiveness,
In dealing with the origlue. formation of this habit
but little Importance Is attached to the Influence
of mere heredity, though It Is not denled that this
factor does in some familles appear to play Its
part. The practice of drinking, which culminates
in drunkenness, Is regarded and treated from first
to last as a habit rather than as a disease, and one
which has been developed out of acts of self-in-
dulgence.

In the Implied Indictment of the Individual and
of soclety, where custom and example have much
to answer for, there Is no want of sympathy. On
the contrary, cvery allowance Is made for mia.
understanding, temptation and human frallty,
At the same time, the element of moral respons!-
bility is never lost sight of. It Is In the recognition
of this quality that we find the clue (o successful
treatment. Sir Thomas Barlow Is no pessimist.
He firmly belleves In the possibliity of reclamation,
and he relles for the attalnment of this object
largely upon an awakening of the moral sense.

Intemperance Is not & mere discase: 't |8 pot even
an uncontrollable habit. Tt Is a moral wrong
to be admitted, repented of and combated ty
every avallable means If the poor victim Is ever to
obtain her emancipation. 1t is not 10 be expected
that she can, at a'l events as a rule, be depended
upon to work out her own salvation on these lines.
She has, nevertheless, “to a certain limited extent
the power in her own hands,” and It |s necessary to
make her see this. Moreover, the assistance of
friends, and especlally an example of abstinence
on thelr part, can do very much to help ber.

There must be few persons, and probably no
medical men, who do not in thelr hearts admit the
truth of these cbservations. We belleve that the
alcoholle habit Is In no sense different in character
from any other form of use and wont, such as Is

tly seen to Infl ¢ the course of human
conduct. It Is Infinitely more Injurious than the
great maljority of such personal customs. It is
as curable as they are, and mainly by those moral,
intellectual and soclal means which have been
considered above.

The surcst and best of Blood Purifiers s Jayne's
Alterative —Ade

PROPHECY INTERPRETED.

The Terrible Outieok as Seen 1) a Long
Isiand Stodent of Prophce).

To TAE Epiton of TRE SUN-Sir: T ama
student of Seripture and of current events
in the light of prophecy. and do not fafl to
discern “a decline in Christian beljef.” which
ix outlined in your paper of to-duy It seems=
a most solemn thing to see Christian nations
stepping upon the verze of a most terrible
impending conflict which Is now threatening
in South America, and at the same time cele-
brating the advent of the Prince of Peace

The Prophet Isaiah has in the inclosed
quotation foretold the recent Anglo-Saxon
conflict recently waged in South Afrieca.
But this, we are told, is “before the harvest,
when the blossoming is aver™ “The Blos-
som of England. the Sweet Mav Flower "
Queen Victoria, had all but finished her reign
of peace and prosperity. The Saxon Boers—
the branches of the race -were “cut down”
und “taken away.” and “many eprigs of
the Enelish nobility were “cut off.* But the
harvest remained to be reaped among the
sons of Italy. Spain, France, Germany and
England

For an example of the “birds of prey” re-
ferred to. one has but to recall the tactics of
the Boers at Spion Kop, at Ladysmith and
throughout the campaign and how these
antecedents of the English race were event-
ually. at the Modder River and elsew!
“cut down" and “taken away” to St. Helena
Bermuda and Ceylon f

These reminiscences will but serve to fi
our attention upon those “birds of prey” o
the Venezuelan plateau, those n races

uns:v
Beast

La
whose ultimate object is to consolidate
the leadership of the Beast, the Fourth
of Daniel the Proghet. who is also referred to
by the writer of the Book of Revelation John
the Apostle, as the Beast that shall rise up
out of the sea. It should here be l.!.om“m
mind that the expression ‘‘the sea
cover the entire \Western Homisphere, n‘:
land, “the land-shadowing with wlnbc: wl te
is bayond the rivers of Ethiopia,” being the
most westerly po\nt of land known then. {l.\
fact, America could only be spoken of as “t!
sea” in Seripture. being of & coamopxnun
('Iu'lrurtrr. no other single term could destg-
nate it

Here is the prophecy of Isaiah (Isaiah,
xvill., 3-7):

Al e mn-hmnl.‘;' mvr::\rld.

And dwellers on the earth,

Woen an cusign is I'flted upon the moumntains

sec ye,
And when a trumpet it blown, hear ye,
For thus hath Jehovah sald unto me.
1 will 1ake my Jest,
And I will otssrve from my dwelling place
1Like clear heat upon herbs,
1.ke a cloud of dew in the heat of harvest,
For before the harvest, when the blossoming s
come,
And the flower becometh & ﬂpenln': grape,
‘ir shall both cut off the sprigs th pruniag

nivea.
And take away and cut down the branches.
They sball be l«ft together unto the dbirds of prey
And to the beasts of the earth:
And the birds of prey shall summer upon them,
And all the beasts of the earth shall winter upon

em.
In that time shall & present be brought usto
Jehovah of Hosts

Of s ple acattered and ravaged,
And from a ple terrible from thelr existence,
and thencefort

A nation of continued walting and treading down
Whose land the rivers have urﬂod.

To the place of the name of Jehovah of Hosts.
The Mount Zlon.

e who has seen the above prophecy
only in part, in the South A?rloun
or pruning time-—

for the “blossoming

becoming a

who Is

in

To o
o 1l third part
war--really a
out of season indaos:
':u ?vor and !hc"hﬂowor Hu toor
ripening grape”—the remaining
m?f.ulﬂllad. viz: the “harvest”-—-and
there among the “dweliers on the earth” who
will f'v;‘ﬂ t? frrou;o éohl‘ha;mt?“'hnnﬂ'

ow threatening in Sou meriea;
?am rarily diverted, to be followed b
third, or Zlon movement—the ahove affords
a chapter of ereat interest. C. E. BoYNTON

HEMPETEAD, Dec. 25.

John Mitchell and the Pablie.
From the Greensile, 8. C., News.

The testimony bafore the arbitration commis.
sion, whatever else It has established, has fized the
fact beyond dispute that the anthracite coal strike
wos Instigated and prolonged by John Michell,
the president of the U'n'ted Mine Workers of Amer-
\ca, for the sole purpose of Increasing the power
of organi el labor in the hard-coal regions of the
United States. When it hecame evident that the
controllers of the mines understood the true lasue
at stake and were determined to continue the fght
to a fnish Mr. John Mitehell lost heart and at-
tempted to save his face by proposing arbitrasion.
He was lucky enough 10 succeed.

The “wicked” mine operators realizing thelr
duty to the publfc surrendered their rights as pri-
vate cilizens and the owners of privalc property
and agreed to arbitration. The result of this arbi-
tration remains to be disclosed. The main point
for the commiasion to decide |s who is responsidle
for the strike, “this wickedest thing In the world .
Who is responsible for the suffering now existing
over a large part of the United States? 1s Mitchell
responsible for this universal suffering and incon-
venience or are the mine operators responsible?
Let the members of the arbitration commission say.

To us the attRude of Mitchell In this emergency
is strikingly like that of the "Dynamiter”in Steven-
son's thrilllng sory of that name. The greater
the public calamity, the greater the chances of
suocess, the greater the glory of the Anarchist.
It will be remembeéred that one of the plots of the
“Dynamiter” in Stevenson's realn of romance was
to place his infernal machine where 't would buri to
disaster an orphan asylum of innocent chlldres--
not that he had any grudge or i1l will against the
orphans, but that the eflect on the general publio
would be so astartling. Mitchell, as the “Dyva-
miter,” had no personal grudge against any par-
ticular member of the great American publics
what he wanted was to sacrifice the greatest num -
ber of the public, irrespective of their condition,
in order to create a sensation and & possible re-
action in favor of the mine workers. The scheme
has not worked to perfect satisfaction. While the
general public has been inconvenienced, the peor
have suffered.

How Jaggers Won at Mente Carle.
From the London Dally Mad.

The history of the Yorkshireman who metted,
1t 1s sald, £80,000 after some months' work at Moate
Carlo, Is one which can never now repeat iteslf.
This enterprising Mr. Jaggers engaged a staft
of clerks, who noted, hour in and bour out, day In
and day out, week in and week out, the result of
every game at every rouleite table. The figurea
were tabulated, and Jaggers found., as he bad
hoped, that each roulette wheel possessed a blas.

Certaln numbers came up and certaln combina-
tions occurred more frequently on some wheels
than would be the case if the mechanism ran true.
Jaggers and his staff staked accordingly: and,
with the ald of a large capltal, soon cleared £210,600
profit. Thelr plan was then discovered, and the
wheels aMéred 50 as to be Interchangeable from
table to table. Jaggers, not knowing that the
wheels were now shifted nightly, continued play-
ing on his system, and promptly dropped £40,000,
Like a wise man, he stopped and set himaself to the
task of discovering what was wrong. He soon
did so; discovered, too, that each wheel had some
distinguishing mark, so that he could recogulze
It wherever It was In use. Tracing his blased
wheels dally from table to table, Jaggers was rve-
warded by recouping his lost £40,000. Finally,
the Casino mechanics devised a plan by which
not the wheels, but the compartments of the wheels,
could be Interchanged. Movable partitions were
too much for Jaggers. He pald off his clerks and
returned to Yorkshire to enjoy the fruits of his
observative facultles.

Bishep Schereschewsky's Great Work.
From the Japan Weekly Mail.

One of the most herole tigures of the present day
world is a man whose very name s known to few
and whose life Is famillar to even fewer. He Hves
in a small hired house in the city of Tokio. His
name Is Samuel 1. J. Schereschewsky. For iz
years he was Missionary Bishop of Shanghal. Nine-
teen years ago fliness, contrac.ed largely through
his work, rendered him almo ' helpless. Refusing
to be a burden to the missiou, he resigned his pee.
But he refused to consider that his working days
were over.

With his paralyzed body he could no longer go
about the work of evangelization, but he could at
least sit In & chalr and work for China by trana-
lating the entire Bible into easy Wenll, so that mors
of the common people might read its message.
This he has been dolng for many years, working
with such restless energy, In his struggle agalnat
pailn and helplessness, that he has kept two secre-
taries busy. He wrote his translation of the entire
Hible In Roman characters upon a typewriter,
though he could use only one finger of each band
and needed eight yerrs to complete the task. Ha
has worked under conditions that put to ahame
many of us who speak or think of the great deeds

wo‘ might do If our clrcumstances were only differ-
ent.

Discases of the Writing Trade.
— . From M. A P,
y occupations have diseases which
or less lncidental to them, and uurnur‘o"un::
exempt. The two most prevalent Iterary maladies
are writer's cramp and swelled head. The unfort-
unate thing about writer'a cramp (s that It is mever

cured. The unfortunate thing abous owelled head
15 that it never kills, e J
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