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LESSLER'S BRIBERY CHARGE.

HOUSE DIRECTS NAVAL COMMIT-
TEE TO INVESTIGATE IT.

Lessler Says He Was First Approached by
John MeCullagh, Who Threatened
That If He DIid Not Vote for More
Holland Boats He Would Prevent
His Renomination—Afterward Doblin,
Deputy superlmn’dmt of Flections,
Approached Him With an Offer of
#5.000 for His Vote and Sald That
He Represented Quigg In the Transac
tflon—Doblin Goes Before the (ome
mittee and Makes a Full Confession.

WasmixaTon, Jan, 22.-—-The House to-day
authorized the Committee o n Naval Affairs
to make a thorough investigation of the
oharges of bribery made by Representative
lessler of New York, in connection with
the purchase of Holland submarine boats.
A resolution directing the inquiry to be
made was offered by Representative Foss,
the chairman of the Naval Committee,
immediately after the ree ding of the Journal
thie moming and afte: the committee had
considered the matter for an hour prior to
the opening of the mession of the House
and had unanimously voted to have this
etep taken.

The resolution does not make specific
reference to the Lessler charges or the
Holland eompany, but savs that informa-
tion *has come to the Committee on Naval
Affairs, through a member of said com-
mittee, of an attempt to corruptly influence
his action respecting proposed legislation
jending before maid committee and the
House." It directs the committee or a sub-
committee thereof to make a full investi-
gation of "said matter” without specifying
what “said matter” is, and authorizes and
empowers it tosend for persons and papers,
to compel the attendance of witnesses and
to administer oaths.

Mr. Richardson, the minority leader,
thought the language of the resolution
was vague and indefinite, but upon being
asured by Mr. Wheeler, one of his party
colleagues, that the resolution had been
agreed to by all of the members of the
committee, Mr. Richardson withdrew his
ohjection and the resolution was passed
without dissent,

In accordance with the power vested in
the committee by the resolution, hearings
will begin to-morrow. The following are
among those who have been summoned
to appear and give testimony: Former
Representative lemuel E. Quigg, John
McCullagh, Superintendent of Elections
in New York: Deputy Superintendent of
Elections Doblin, Representative Montague
Lessler and former Representative Eppa
Hunton of Warrenton, Va., who is siid to
be one of the attorneys for the Holland
Submarine Boat Company. It is probable
that Mr. Lessler's secretary will also be
summoned, but the names of other per-
sons, if any are to be heard, have not yet
been disclosed.

The Naval Committee was in secret session
the entire day and itsaction in recommending
the adoption of the resolution of inquiry was
taken upon the report of the sub-committee
appointed w' the charges were first made
to make a preliminary investigation. From
the report of the sub-committee, which was
verbal, as no notes were taken of the state-
ments made by Representative Lessler and
Mr. Doblin, the only witnesses heard, it aj-
pearsithat several conflicting assertions have
been made, but Mr. Lessler finally reduced
his jpecusation to the following charges

That he was first approached in regard

to voting for the purchase of Holland sub-
marine boats by John McCullagh, who came
to Washington shortly after Mr. Leasler
was made a member of the Committee on
Naval Affairs, and threatened him with
defeat for renomination in case he did not
“vote right” on the Holland proposition,
and that in case he should be renominated to
nee his influence against him to encompass
s defoat at the pells.  As this statement,
vir. Lessler admitted, did not contain any
offer of a bribe, the committea is not in-
clined to give it serious consideration.
Mr. Liossler then weirt on to sav that in
vember of lart year be tad been ap-
preacked by Deputy Superintendent of
Flections Lobitn with a direct offer of
£3.000 i1 he would vote to report a measure,
the Roberts bill, o any other, icr the pyr-
clare of a certain numbter of submarine
beats of Ve Helland type, He refured to
entertain the propc s tion and Mr. Doblin
went awav,

Tater Mr. Tes ler told
that Ye Ted met Mr

\

the committee
Quige, who hegan to

talk to vim about Holland submarine
terta Pefore Quigg had an osportunity,
f cuch was his purpose, to make him a

pre -{- wition, Mr. Lessler declares, he said:

“Money will cut no figure with me,” or
waords to that effect. Quigg did not make
an offer of a bribe to him, Yesaid. Doblin
man who did that and Doblin said
that le reprerented Mr Quigg, v ho would
~ve that the morey would be paid. He
did not say from whom it was coming,

Upon this statement the committee at
once summoned Mr. Doblin by wire and he
came lwfore the sub-committee vesterday
afternoon. He made a complete confession
of his part in the trancaction and did so
without much reluctance when advised of
the statements which Mr. lLessler had
made.  Hesaid that last December (instead
of November, as Lessler has stated) he had
approached  Lessler at the request of
Mr %uixg. both of whom were his personal
friends.  Quizg had told him, he =aid, that
there was $6,000 in it, $5,000 for Lessler if
he voted to buy Holland boats, and $1,000
for himself (Doblin), in case he induced
Lessler to *vote right . *

Dablin said he asked Quigg what interest
he had in the matter or in the company,
and was informed that he (Quigg) was not
interested pecuriarily, but that he wanted
to do a favor for a friend who had at ore
tIme dore a service for him. That friend,
Doblin said, was a Gen. Hunter or Hunton,
he could n t exactly remember the name.
qvugg. he diclared, did not gay from whom
the morey would come, but assured him
that the money would be paid if Teseler's
vote was obtaired for the proposition

He approached lessler and talked the
matter over with him for some time, but
was unable to arrive at any understanding
with him or to obtain a promise from him
that he would support the proposition to
purchase the boats, lessler questioned
their practicability. Doblin was certain
that the conversation took place in DNecem-
ber instead of Novernber, but both he and
Lessler agrocd that it cocurred in New York,

Some of the members of the committee
were disinelined to proceed with the invest-
igation, but when the matter was brought
'o the attention of Speaker Henderson he
advised that a thorough investigation be
made in order that the charges might be
entirely cleared up, 8o that no stain might
rest upon any of the members of the House.
Accordingly, it is not improbable that the
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inquiry mw carried beyond the Lessier
charges, if ¥f the opinion of the committee
the evidence adduced at the heari is
sufficient to warrant going lurlhernfnl«)
the matter, Summonses have been issued
to Quigg, McCullagh and Doblin to appear
before the committee to-morrow and give
their testimony.

DOBLIN WELL KNOWN HERE.

Was Once Called a Lobbyist by Alderman
Molnnes at Aldermen's Meeting.

Lemuel Ely Quigg went to Washington
last night on the midnight train. His law
partner said that he had gone at the re-
quest of the chairman of the House Com-
mittee on Naval Affairs,

Philip Doblin was at the City Hall at 5
o'clock yesterday afternoon, about five
minutes before rome evening papers came
on the street with the story that he had
been a figure in the accusations made by
Congressman Lessler. Mr. Doblin did not
return to his house for dinner last night
nor did he appear at his home in the even-
ing. He was subpenaed before the House
committee. He livea at 433 East Eighty-
second street witih his wife and three chil-
dren.

Mr. Doblin is about 35 years old and is
known to most of the Republican poli-
ticlans about town because he has been
a daily attendant at party headquarters
in the campaigns for the past five or six
years. In the last campaign he appeared
as a reprerentative of a firm which makes
campaign buttons and got a number of
orders for buttons from Republican can-
didates. Mr. Doblin was interested in
Montague TLessler's campai against
Perr “Hw-lmnnl in the special election in
which Mr. Teesler was elected. He has
been associated with Mr. Tessler rince
then to the extent that he got his mail at
Mr. Tefsler's law office in Nassau street,

About a year ago Mr . Doblin was con-
spicuons at the City Hall when the Board
n? Aldermen had under consideration a
franchise in which the Metropolitan Street
Railway Company was interested. Alder-
man Mclunes pointed out Doblin on the
floor of the Board of Aldermen one after-
noon and '

“I wee a lobbyist of the Metropolitan
Street Railway Company here this after-
noon and 1 demand that he be ordered off
the floor.”

Mr. Doblin withdrew. He attended the
State conventon in Saratoga in 1900, which
nominated Gov. Odell the first time. He
sat next to Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jr., and
during the session talked with Mr. Vander-
bilt, who, thinking that he was a delegate
to the convention, discussed party matters
rather freely. What purported to be that
conversation was printed in a New York
afternoon paper. Mr. Doblin said after-
ward that the newspaper had agreed to pay
him $250 for the article, but had paid him

only $50.

John McCullagh, Superintendent of Elec-
tions, got back from Albany last night
He appeared at the Fifth Avenue Hotel
Mr. McCullagh declined to give the name
of his friend who, as he said the day
before, had persuaded him to go to Wash-
inglon to urge ur-n Congressman lessler
the importance of voting for the Roberts
bill. Mr. McCullagh said he had had no
dealings with Mr. Doblin in the matter,
and only knew him as a man who had been
recommended to him by the Republican
organization for a place as a special deputy
in the last campaign and who got the place.

UP CABLE TO BRIDGE TOWER.

An Exhilarated Artist Gives the Bridge
Procession & Shiver.

Harry lLeonard, who is an artist and
livex in Edgewater, N. J., a good-looking,
athletic young man, decided last night,
about 8:30 o'clock that he wouldn't stick
to the promenade of the Brooklyn Bridge,
but would take the cable.

He took it, where it begins to rise above
the floor on the south side of the prome-
nade, and presently, steadying himself by
the hand ropes of wire that accompany the
cable, he was well on his way and his motto
was “Excelsior.”

He had got thirty feet up the cable and
ten feet above the promenade when Police-
man Hogan cauglit sight of him.

“(‘ome down out of that,” yelled the aston-
ished cop. Whereupon all the passers
looked upward, while Leonard remarked
huskily:

“Come up and get me—Fat,” and waved
a gloved hand in derision.

Hogan ran to the place where the man
had mounted the cable, meaning to follow
him up. Then, realizing the justice of
the epEtlwl. he made for the tower and
when he got there he telephoned to the
hooth at the Manhattan terminal for assis-
tance. The crowded promenade made
Roundsman Farrell and Policeman Brophy
late in arriving.

ey found Hogan and a jam of hundreds
staring up skyward. Leonard was ap-
proaching the top of the tower.

When he finally got there, every one was
on tiptoe to “see him jump.® They thought
he was going for the river. Instead he
lnoked around for a mipute or two and then
he turned his back to Brooklyn and began
to descend the cable he had ascended,
Occasionally his foot slipped and, either
to make himself safer or because he was
tired, he bent his knees and * Walked low.”

Coached by several hundred voices, he
eventually got down toward the promenade

lg.?in. . )
hen the police thought it was time for
them to take a hand. Hogan climbed up on
the ironwork and grabbed the artist by
the leg of the trousers.

“What did you do it for?" he gasped.

“Oh, jus' for fun,” was the hasy answer.

At the Oak street station, after Fh'mg his
name and address, he ¢xplained that he
wanted to do something that would “make
people look.” Some pen-and-ink eketches
were found in his pocket. His kid gloves
had been torn to shreds by the hand ropes.

“Drunk and disorderly,” was the charge
he was held on

Some yearsago a drunken man was found
asleep on the top of the tower one morning
by employees who went up the tower stair
and unlocked a door that had been locked
all night. He couldn’t tell how he had got
there, but it was obvious

BUTLER'S THIEF STORY A LIE.

Police Solution of What Happened In A, D.
Julillard’'s House.

Jamee Rielly, the second butler for Mr
Augustus D. Juilliard of 16 West Fifty-
seventh street, who alarmed the neighbor-
hood early last Friday morning by discharg-
ing a revolver and followed that up with
uﬁund tale of burglarm, was arresied on
a former employer

to Cap

Wednesday for robbin
t. Langan of

Yesterday he confess
the Detective Bureau that the burglar story
was a yarn evolved for the purpose of estah-
lishing himself in the confidence of his
employer.
ielly Fo his place on the strength of

letters of recommandation purporting (o
have been signed by Peter Whitney of 2
West Thiny-«fg’;nh street, his last employer.
Mr. Whitney declared them to be forger-
jes. Rielly's effects were searched and
jewelry, wearing apparel and other things
were found, which it i alleged he admitted
stealing from Mr, Wnitney. ‘

Rielly will be arraigned in the Tombw
»wolice court this morning and Mr. Whitney
LM promised the police that he will appear
against him
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CONCLUDING ACT IN THE NEGO-
TIATIONS WITH COLOMBIA.

Secretary Hay Perfects the Treaty In a
Three Days' Conference With Colome
bia‘'s Representative—Senate Leaders
Were Consulted as to Its Terms.

WasniNoton, Jan. 22.—A treaty with
Colombia, providing for the construction
of the Panama Canal by the United States,
was signed to-day in Washington. This
ends the uncertainty that has existed for
more than a month as to the fate of the
Panama scheme and, in fact, appears to
remove all doubt that an interoceanic
canal will become a certainty. It is be-
lieved that the terms of the agreement will
be satisfactory to the Senate, as Secretary
Hay ascertained in advance from Senate
leaders the exact scope of a treaty that would
meet with the approval of that body. The
crisis in the treaty negotiations has been
due to the refusal of Mr, Hay to agree to con-
ditions demanded by Colombia which he
knew would result in the defeat of the con-
vention by the Renate.

While tbe greatest reticence ir being
displayed by those who have knowledge of
the concluding act in the Panama Canal
ne gotiations, it = believed from what can
be learned that the treaty was signed at
the residence of Secretary Hay, by Mr.
Hay for the United States and Dr. Thomas
Herran, the Colombian Chargé d'Affaires,
for his Government. Mr. Hay has re-
mained at his residence since Tuesday.

His absence from the State Department
was explained by the statement that he
had contracted a severe cold while in New
York last week to attend the dinner of the
Ohio Society, Despite his slight indispo-
sition, however, Mr. Hay has been able to
transact business with the Colombian ne-
gotiator, and the result of the three days
of conference was the perfection of the
document which means so much to this
Giovernment .

During this time William Nelson Crom-
well, attorney for the New Panama
Cane! Company, has had conferences with
Assistant Secretary of State Adee, with a
view to having the treaty concluded br-
fore the President decidedto take advant-
age of the authority given him to arrange
with Nicaragua and Costa Rica for the
construction of a canal over the Nicaragua
route

The arrangement by which it was poasible
to sign the treaty to-day was, it is said,
reached last night at a confervnce between
President Roosevelt and members of the
Senate, including Messrs, Hanna, Spooner
and Cullom. The whole situation was talked
over, It was apparent, according to a
statement made to-night, that the con-
ferees regarded it as necessary to have a
canal agreement at this session of Congress,

The construction of the canal within
the earliest possible time was spoken
of as an absolutely vital necessity to the
United States, in view of the growing con-
viction that trouble over the maintenance
of the Monroe Doctrine in inevitable. The
conferees are said to have reached the con-
clusion that some concession should be
made to Colombia as to price in order to
avold any further delay in the signing of
the treaty.

The 10al reason, however, for the sudden
conclusion of the negotiations is under-
stood to be that Colombia, within the past
few days, made a liberal conceesion in the
amount previously demanded for an annual
rental. According to the terms of the
original protocol with  Colombia, this
amount was not to be fixed until the ex-
piration of fourteen years, a payment of
$7,000,000 cash being promised by the
United Statasin lieu of rental for that period,
Subsequently Colombia asked that the
rental be fixed in the proposed treaty,
and stated her willingness to accept $850,-
000 annually. This amount was regarded
as entirely too high by the United Rtates,
and Secretary Hay declined positively
more than a month ago to agree to any
such arrangement.

The treaty will probably be sent to the
Senate to-morrow. It will provide for
the transfer to the United States of the
right to construet an interoceande canal
on the Isthmus of Panama, with virtual
but not nominal sovereignty over a trip
of territory extending three miles to each
side of the canal. The flat price to be paid
by the United States is understood to be
810,060,000, and the annual rental fixed
is probably not far from half the $650,000
demanded previously.

SHE SMORED IN THE CAR.

Inexorable Actress Bluffed Conduoctor and
Mocked at His Pollce.

On a Tremont avenue car bound for
West (Chester last night at 8 o'clock there
were three passengers. One was a young
woman with a suit case on the floor beside
her.

A quarter of a mile from West Chester
ghe pulled out a pack of cigarettes, struck
a match on the sole of her shoe and began to
smoke, The conductor, Thomas Quinn,
told her she would have to stop and was
told to mind his own business,

It was the car that stopped first. It
stopped in front of the West Chester police
station, Quinn pointed out to the young
woman the bars and lights and aske.d her
if she didn't think it would be a good plan
to stop smoking. sShe walked out to the
rear platform, 1it a fresh cigarette and
waid:

“You conductors are too fresh., We
actresses can smoke wherever we please,
especially out here in the woods.”

Quinn Jet it go at that and rang two bells
The yvoung woman remained on the car
until it reached the end of the route. She
consumed halfl a dozen cigarettes in the
meantime, The last seen of her she was
walking down the Fort Schuyler road still
smoking. On her suit case was: “C. A L,
New York."

GOT ARTIST BECKWITH'S WATCH.

Thief Took It on a Madison Avenue Car
—Fob Gone, Too.

J. Carroll Beckwith, he artist, has re-
ported to the police that on Sunday night
a pickpocket got his watch and fob in a
crowded Madison avenue car, Mr. Beck-
with was going home from the Century
Clubh when he was robbed

The watch is a valuable one, Mr. Beck-
with save. It bore its owner's initials,
The fob had on it a locket which is a family
heirloom.
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FARMERS TO CO-OPERATE.

To Bulld Elevators and Market Their Own
Produets.

LiNcoLN, Neb., Jan. 22.—-The Farmers'
Cooperative Grainand Live Stock Associa-
tion, the second State association of its
character to be formed, was organized
here to-day.

Other Western States are being can-
vassed, and within a year the leaders be-
lieve a complete combine of Western farm-
ers for the purpose of marketing their own
products will be in working order,

Farmers in every community where an
elevator or warehouse is necessary are to
build the structure needed and join in
erecting similar buildings at terminal
points, the whole to be owned by the farmers
to whom stock representing their holding
shall be issued.

The object is not only to eliminate buyers
and all other middlemen, but to force up
prices and to wield a club to force railroads
into giving lower rates under penalty of
diversion to one road.

LOVESICK, HE TRIES SUICIDE.

When Mr. (‘ooke and Miss Lundy Kloped
Mr. Bidgood Stabbed Himself,

Ricumonp, Va,, Jan. 22— Stuart Cooke
and Miss Martha Ann Lundy left for Wash-
ington on an early train yesterday and
telegraphed to the young woman's mother
at noon that they were married. The an-
nouncement was a surprise. Miss Lundy
was in society for her first season and the
prettiest and most popular girl of her set,
She is just 17. The bridegroom is a son
of the late Gen. John R. Cooke and nephew
of (Col. John Esten ¢ooke, the author.
The bride is also descended from a distin-
guished line.

As & sequel to the elopement, Richard M.
Bidgood is in a critical condition at the
Virginia Hospital with two knife wounds
in the region of the hexrt, which he inflicted
on himself last night when he heard the
news. It was known that he was in love
with Mise Lundy and was thought to be
engaged to her. It is said that such an
engagement did exist. When told of the
marriage last night he was in a party, and
without their knowledge twice drove his
knife as deep as it would go, searching for
his heart.

It is thought he will recover,

PROTEST BY THE WIRELESS.

King's Message by Cable to Emphasize
Lack of Telegraph Facllities.
Spectai Cable Despateh to THR SUN,

LoNpoN, Jan. 22.-Cuthbert Hall, the
London manager of the Marconi Wireless
Company, says the real reason King Ed-
ward's reply to President Roosevelt's
wireless message from Cape Cod station
was refused for transmission by the wire-
less system was owing to the fact that the
company has not received from the Post
Office Department facilities for transmit-
ting messages from London and other
parts of the United Kingdom to the Poldhu
station.

The reply of the King was sent by regu-
lar cable, therefore, to eall attention to and
emphasize the attitude of the Post Office
Department.

MARCONI STARTS FOR NEW YORK.

Wil Safl fer England Next Wednesday
" ~—8a)s Wireless Is Practical.

WEeLLPLEET, Mass,, Jan. 22.-Signor Mar-
coni left for Fall River on the afternoon
train and will go to New York by boat.
He is accompanied by G. 8. Kemp, an elec-
trical assistant; Wilfred W, Blaydes, his
private secretary, and W. W. Bradfield,
chief engineer of the Marconi company.
The party will leave for England on the
Celtic next Wednesday

“I am perfectly satisfied with the results
obtained,"” Marconi said. *Altogether, it has
been definitely demonstrated that wireless
telegraphy is practical. What is more, it
is practical in a commercial sense. That is
tosay, it'can be done at a cost @ word which
makes it useful to persons who wish to comn-
municate quickly with the other side of the
water

“During my experiments here [ found
that messages can be transmitted at the
rate of about fifteen or sixteen words per
minute. 1 do not intend, however, to let
matters rest at that rate. T hope in a short
time to be able to send despatches at the
rate of twenty words a minute.

“My smatisfaction with the plant is such
that 1 feel that I can go away and leave
it in the hands of others, with the knowledge
that wh?n Poldhu gets ready to eall up
South Wellfleet a wireless message will be
sent from the other side to America with-
out any diffienlty "

WATCHERS OF A FIGHT SHOT,

Hoy and Girl Injured as the Result of a
Street Duel Between Italians.

Fourteen-year-old Michelina Pasquarella
of 84 James street and se venteen-vear-old
William MecLaughlin of 54 New Chambers
street are at the Hudson street hospital
suffering from pistol wounds as the result
of a duel between two Italians in front of
38 Oak street yesterday afternoon

The men quarrelled in a billiard room
and continued their fight in the street. It
ended in one man drawing a revolver and
firing twice. The shots missed his oppo-
nent, but ploughed through a crowd of
watchers, hitting the boy and the girl

When Detectives Bannon and Murphy
started to look for the shooters they went
into Mike Russie's butcher shop at 36'; Oak
street and questioned his wife. The man
said something to her and a child nearby
called: “He's telling her to shut up.”

The detectives immediately placed Russie
under arrest. As they shoved him out of
the door, he slipped a revolver to Salvatore
Sclestina of 8 James #treet, who was look-
ing on. Selestina was then locked up too.

GUSTAV WFEIL HELD.

Women Say He Took Thelr Money and
Promised to Put Them on the Stage.

Gustavy Weil of 347 West Twenty-eighth
street, who says he's a theatrical manager,
was held in $1,000 bail in the Jefierson
Market Police Court yesterday on the com-
plaint of May Douglass and Adelaide Melba,
Ihey said that they had answered Weil's
advertisement for “ambitious amatours
wishing to learn the theatrical profession”
and had paid him money to secure places
and press notices. The promises were not
fultilied, they said.

Carmegle Gives a Church an Organ.

CLEVELAND, Jan. 22 — Andrew Carnegie
has presented a pipe organ to All Sawuts’
Fpiscopal Church, Scranton and Mentor
avenues, and it will be used for the first
time and dedicated Easter Fuiday. The
gift is a compliment to the recior, the Rev
W. Rix Atvood. He recently completed
the peyvment of a $7,000 mortgage on the
church. Mr. Carnegie was pleased when
told of the church's work and said it should
have a ! eautiful new Euster organ.
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TWELVE.INCH GUN BLOWN UP.

ATTEMPT TO FIRE ISHAM'S GELA-
TINE SHELL SHATTERS IT.

The Geistine Goes Of While Yet In the
Gun, the Fore Part of Which Is Torn
to Pleces—Part Back of Trunnlons,
Excenting the Breech Block, Intact.

8aNDY Hook, N. J., Jan. 22.—Willard 8.
Isham to-day again tried to show that he
could fire dynamite or explosive gelatine
from an ordinary coast-defence gun in
the kind of shell which was invented by
him. The test was a failure,as the remains
of a 12-inch rifle bear witness.

High ¢xplosives are fired on the proving
grounds a couple of miles down the range.
This is deemed neceswary, former ¢x-
periments have shcwn that flying pieces
of gun or ghell sometimes travel a great
distance. The first shell loaded with gela-
tine was sent off with a firing charge of 500
pounds of brown prismatic powder.

So far all was satisfactory. Then a
second shell which had been ' prepared
was put in the gun and 380 pounds of the
same kind of powder was put in back of it.
The breech was closed, the primer inserted
and all hands retired to the bombproof.
An electric switch was turned. This ex-
ploded the primer,which ignited the powder,
and the pieces of gun and shell went flying
in every direction.

The shell had ¢ xploded in the gun, The
forward part of the gun flew into a thousand
pieces, more or less. The part behind the
trunnion is nearly as it wgs with the ex-
oception of the breech block. This flew
backward and cut a swath through the
woods and underbrush and was found
about a half a mile in the rear.

The gun, a 12-inch rifle of modern con-
struction, had been placed on a strong
oaken cradle 30 feet long and 5 feet broad,
supported on rollers. The muzzle pointed
weaward. As everybody connected with
the firing was under cover, no one was in-
jured. The flying pieces cut a number
of telegraph wires and damaged the rail-
road track somewhat.

Lieut. Penfield was in charge of the
firing squad.

These were present: Major Charles 8.
Smith, president of the Ordnance Board;
Major Rogers Birns, Major McComb and
Capt. B. W. Dunn, members of the board;
also Major Charles S. Shaler of the Ord-
nance Corpe and Capt. Harry Taylor, re-
corder ¥ the Board of Ordnance and Forti-
fications.

The gun cost the Government about
$55,000. Its weighy was over fifty tons.
The breech when flying to the rear cut its
way through the bushes and small trees.
It was easily found after the officers who
had witnessed the explogion from on top of
the parapets of the proving ground arrived
on the special train, They picked up on
their way the firing squad, which emerged
from the bombproof.,

Fifty yards in the rear of the cradle on
which the gun had been mounted was the
railroad track leading to the Highlands.
It had been damaged by the breech block.
Repairs to the track éaused a delay of some
time to the train which every night carries
away the civilian employees to their homes
at the Highlands and other nearby places.

One of the officers who was at the proving
ground said after the test was overs

“Several days ago the War Department
ordered a final test of the Isham shell,
which is somewhat like the Gathmann
shell. That shell, you know, contains gun-
cotton, whereas the Isham shell contains
gelatine.  The explosfon came on the
second discharge of the 12-inch rifle at this
final test

“On the first discharge the presaure at
the muzzle was 485000 pounds. On the
second, however, the pressure was in-
creased to 50,000 pounds and the explosion
of the shell in the gun and of the gun fol-
lowed,

“Everybody that had been obliged to be
near the gun was under cover in bombh
proofs at least 150 yards away, as no one
knew exactly what might happen. On
that account no one was hurt, There was
a story going around that one man was
injured by the explosion, but he was not.
It happened that a man hurt his arm while
working at a crane in another part of the
grounds at about the same time.”

WILL, ATTACK ROOSEVELT,

Coal Convention In Washington to Demand
Immediate War on Trusts,

MIiLwWAUKEER, Wik, Jan. 22.-T. E. Tars-
ney, Corporation Counsel of Detroit, called
upon Mayor Rose this morning and invited
him to atiend a convention of Mayora and
delegates to the convention whioh is to be
held at Washington next week to “con-
sider the coal situation.”

During the conference this morning Mr.
Tarsney revealed a programme for the
convention. It is raid that Mayor May-
bury of Detroit intends to turn the con-
vention into a violent attack upon the
National Administration, charging it with
“reefing” on the question of trust legis-
lation, alleging shat the talk about new
lews 18 only a political bluff to appease
the public and withhold the attack upon
the trusts and combinations of capital
which the President has bLeen lnfkln‘
about.

It is said that the convention will demand
that the President Srrnu-mi against the
trusts under existing laws, on the ground
that these proposed by Attorney-General
Knox do not go one step further than thore
already on the books. It will be asserted,
if the leaders of the convention move-
ment control the meeting, that Attorney-
General Knox is still a faithful friend of
organized capital and that the public may
expect nothing in the way of relief from his
efforts. 4

STREET SIGNS TAKEN DOWN

By Gas Company, Which Says ““These Are
My Posts' —Police Called In,

The contractor who is putting up the
illuminated signs along the principal ave-
nues has informed Borough President
Cantor that a company which operates
incandescent gas lamps in ls Xington ave-
nue has taken down the signs and contests
the right of the sign contractors to make
use of its lamp posts without its consent
and without rental. Mr. Cantor has ordered
the signs to be replaced and has asked
Police Commissioner Greene to order the
arrest of any person found removing the
signs

Negroes' Homes Dynamited.

NEW ORLEANS, Jan. 22. -The house of a
negro in Laurel, Miss., was blown up by
dynamite last night. This is the third
negro house dynami!ad and destroved during
the week The whita citizens of the dis-
trict have been trving for some time to'
drive the negroes out.

It Saves a Day.

“The 20th Century Limited,” via New York Cen

tral and Lake Shore, leaves New York 248 P. M,;

mekrrﬂ.

arrives Chlcago § ,I next moming —Ade.

PRESIDENT'S MHAND HURT.

Unlucky In & Bout at Single Stiok With
Gen. Leonard Wood.

WASHINGTON, Jan. 22.--President Roor¢-
velt shook hands with hln‘left hard in re-
ceiving the guests at the White Howe
reception to-right. The President irdulged
in his favorite sport of single stick with
Gen. Leorard Wood, with the result that
he received a sharp blow that slightly
brulked his right hand

PRESIDENT.

ANGRY AT THE

Southern Cengressmen Leave His Reoep-
tien Beeause Negroes Are Present.
WasninNaTON, Jan, 22.-Quite a stir was

caused at the President's reception to the

Judiciary and Congress to-night by the

presence of a party of colored people, men

and women, under escort of ex-Congress-

man Cheatham of North Carolina. A

number of Southern Congressmen were in-

dignant and left in high dudgeon.

COAL INDICTMENTS DISMISSED,

Corporations to Be Tried on Agreed State-
ment of Facts.

CHicAGO, Jan. 22,—The dismissal of all
indictments against individual coal men, a
trial of the corporations on an agreed state-
ment of fact and a final appeal to the State
Supreme Court--virtually nothing more
than a test of the Illinois Anti-Trust law,
is to be the outecome of the coal investigation
by State's Attorney Deneen and the Special
Grand Jury, empanelied to fix the responsi-
hility for the fuel famine of the past few
months,

PASSENGERS INJURED.

Wreek on (hicage and Great Western
—('oaches Take Fire.

Fregront, 1ll., Jan, 22.—A fast train on
the Chicago and Great Weetern was wrecked
near here to-night. The engineer and
fireman were killed and several passengers
seriously injured. The coaches caught
fire and are now burning.

A special train with doctors and nurses
left here at v idnight. The wreck was
caused by a broken rail.

COLLEGE STUDENTS STRIKE.

Senfors of Purdue Resent an Expuision,
and Win Thelr Point.

INDIANAPOLIS, Jan. 22.—Fifty members
of the senior class in o' wemistry in the phar-
macy s>hool of Purdue University walked
out of that institution yesterday when
Dr. Green expelled two members of the
class for insubordination. The class made
a demand for the reinstatement of the two

students, and it was refused. They then
declared that they would leave the
university in a body.

Two hours later the faculty asked for a
conference, and after some hesitation con-
sented to reinstate the expelled students.

PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 22.—Two grades of
boys in the Jesse George Public School
in this city have gone on strike because
the afternoon fifteen minutes' recess has
been abolished in the elementary schools
of Philadelphia. They marched out of
their room in s body on afternoon
and, after placarding the y. with calls
upon all other grades to join them, formed
committees to wait upon students of the
other public schools.

MAN SHOT—-WAS HE A THIEF?

Five Detectives Guarding Coal Cars Arrest
Men Whe Shet Him.

Detectives Friedauer and Knight of the
West Shore Railroad were secreted in a
box car watching for train thieves in Ho-
boken last night when, as they say, Thomas
McDowell and Samuel Holland of that city
entered the car. The men ran when the
detectives tried to arrest them, and the
detectives began firing. McDowell fell with
a bullet in his back.

Five detectives of the Erie Railroad,
who were watching for coal thieves a block
away, helped to pick McDowell up and
arrested the West Shore detectives on
his complaint. McDowell was sent to St.
Mary's Hospital, where it was said that he
was critically injured.

Holland, who was locked up as a witness,
said that he and McDowell had peered
into the car for curiosity, and that they
wore fired upon without warning.

RUSH TO COPPER RIVER.

Two Steamers Sall With All Passengers
and Freight They Can Carry.

Tacoma, Wash,, Jan, 22— The spring rush
to the Copper River country, southern
Alaska, began this week with the sailing of
the steamships Excelsior and Nome City,
loaded with every passenger and pound of
freight they could carry.

Most of the passengers are miners, going
to develgp either copper properties in the
interior or rich placers discovered last fall
on Nazina River. It is estimated that not
'ess than five thousand men will go to Copper
River districts this upriugl.

The steamers Bertha, Valencia and Oregon
have been added to the fleet runnln{ to
Valdes to carry crowds already booking
passage.

TO DISINTER MRS. HOYT'S RODY?

Report That an Autopsy Is to Be Per-
formed to Learn Cause of Death,

TieriN, Ohio, Jan. 22— A rumor exists
here in regard to the late Mrs, Charlotte
Hoyt, wife of Reuben Hoyt of New York.
It says that her remains will be dixinterred
from Greenwood Cemetery, Brooklyn, and
that a post-mortem examination to ascer-
tain the cause of her death will be held.
A sister of Mre. Hoyt is pushing the inves-
tigation, according to the rumor. Mrs.

oyt's estate is worth about $400,000.
Three wills have been offered for probate.
She was suing for divorce in Ohio.

Train Skates on Hackensack Meadows,

A freight train on the Ontario and Western
Railroad was derailed near Homestead, N.J .,
early yesterday morning, and slid along the
ioe on tne Hackensack glNldnwu fora quar-
ter of a mile before fetching up in a ditch
George Johnson, the engineer, and Edward
Hermann, the fireman, narrowly eecaped
drowning.

Hermit Frozen to Death on Mt. Bigelow.

Biariow, Me,, Jan. 22 —William Shields,
who had lived the life of a hermit on the slope
of Mount Bigelow for twenty-three years,

was frozen to death on last .\Iundn{ night
Hea accuniad a rida hut and made his living
hunting and fishing. He made snowshoes
and moccasins e\'onlnr and sold them to
sportsmen who came here for hig game.

Train Wrecked by 'lnln-;ndlm.

SPRINGPIELD, Mo,, Jan. 22.--The Frisco
passenger train, northbound, ran into an
open switch to-night while running fifty
miles an hour. One train hand was killed
and several were injured. The wreck is
believed to have been caused by train

Round Trip Tickets to California
On sale at all vicket oMoes, offering diversity of
routes going and retuming. via Chicago and North
Weaiern, Ualon Pacific and Southern Pacific Rall
ways. OMces. 461, 287 and S49 Broadway. - Ade

"PRICE TWO CENTS.

SHELL FORT AGAIN.

German Warships Renew
Bombardment.

GUNS OF THE FORT REPLY.

No Protest From United States
Received in Berlin,

But London Advices Say That Represents-
tions Have Been Made by Us (o British
Foreign OMce—Venezuela's Represents
ative In London Says That the Kalser
Is In League With the Rebel Leader
Matos—Castro's Secretary Says There
Is Semething at the Bottom eof the
Affalr That Has Not Come Out—Vene
zuelans Foraged at the Action of the
Germans—England Making the Attack
a Matter of Diplomatic Cenosra.

Speetal Cable Despateh to TRR SUN,
From THr SUN Corresspondent at Caracas

CaRrACAS, Jan, 22.-The bombardment
of Fort San Carlos, near Maracaibo, which
was recommenced yesterday morning by
the German oruisers Gazelle and Vineta
and the gunboat Panther, continued with
scarcely any intermission until night eet
in and it was impossible for the gunners
afloat or ashore to locate their adversaries.

For this reason and also owing to the
dangers of navigation the warships hauled
off when it became dark and stood well
off shore during the night.

As soon as it waa light enough this mom-
ing to see, the warships resumed their places
and reopened fire.

The report that the fort was demolished
in yesterday's engagement is wholly false.
This was evidenced by the fact that as
soon as the warships opened fire this mom-
ing the garrison ashore replied vigoroualy.

At 2 o'clock this afternoon the bombard-
ment was proceeding as furiously as ever
and the fort was responding valfantly.

It may appear strange to Americans that
the fort is able to withstand the terrible
pounding to which it apparently has been
subjected, but this is accounted for by the
fact that the Gazelle and Vineta draw too
much water to cross the bar at the entrance
of the lake. They are, therefore, not able
to get within the most effective range of
their guns.

They are compelled to deliver thelr fre
at a distance of five miles, with conssquint
deterioration in their marksmanship, Many
of their shells have missed the fort entirely
and have landed in the village adjecent to
the fort.

The gunboat Panther, which is of much
shallower draught than the oruisers, was
able to get over the bar. She entered the
lake and delivered her fire from much closer
quarters than the big ships.

The Venezuelans are deeply enraged by
the action of the Germans in face of the
negotiations that are now under way for
a peaceable solution of the dispute with
the allies. It is said here that there is
absolutely no justification for the bombard-
ment of Fort S8an Carlos.

The correspondent of THR SUN to-day
visited Seflor Torrea Cardenas, President
(Castro's secretary. e said:

“I cannot imagine what the Germans
desire, We have accepted in principle
all their conditions, and have sent a pleni-
potentiary, who i3 not a nobody, to treat
with them. Nevertheless, knowing this,
they act in this outrageous way. Believe
me, at bottom there is something else.”

The rout of the revolutioniste near Par-
quigimeto, as cabled to TRE SUN, is con-
firmed by the reopening to-day of tele-
graphic communication between Caracas
and that city,

GERMANY LEAGUEDWITH MATOS?

Venezuelan Representative in Lendon Al
leges a Conspiracy.
Special Cadle Despaich to TRB SUN.

LoxDpoN, Jan. 22.—Sefior Schotborgh, the
Venezuelan representative in London, de-
clared to-day that Mr. Bowen has doou-
mentary evidence which is likely to cause
consternation at Berlin,

The Consul says he is waiting for per-
mission from Caracas to publish informa-
tion which “will show without the possi-
bility of contradietion that the German
Government is deep in complicity with
the insurgent General, Matos,” for the
overthrow of the Venezuelan Govern-
ment.

This had not been accomplished, how-
ever. Matos, he said, had given a written
guarantee that the customs should be
handed over to Germany, not for the pur-
pose of paying off Venezuela's debt to Ger-
many, but in order to expedite and aid the
affairs of the Diskontogese!lschaft.

WE MAKE REPRESENTATIONS.

Learned ‘‘on Highest Authority” That We
Have Carried Affalr te Lenden.
Special Cabdle Despateh to THE SUN.

LoNDpoN, Jan. 22. —The bombardment yes-
terday of Fort San Carlos at Maracalbo,
Venezuela, by three German warships has
been made a matter of diplomatio conosrn,
it TOrmed a subJect oI Aerical reprosen -
tions to the Foreign Office this afterngon.

The British Admiral, Douglas, who is in
command in Venezuelan waters, has definite
instructions governing his course in an
actual hostile action. His abstinence from
participation in the bombardment of Fort
San Carlos is regarded as significant,

It is learned on high authority that the
answer of (ireat Britain to the demand that
the blockade of Venezulean ports be raised
cannot be expected until after considerable

Buchanan's “Black & White" Scotch
say be & Lttle more eapensive, but It Lo e best.
-—Ade
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