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The Happlest Man in the World.

A St. Petersburg despatch to THE SUN
relates the discovery by the Russian
newspapers of a man in the hospital at
Tomak who is 200 years old. He has been
a widower for 123 years; in 1824 he lost
a boy of 00; and he “ remembers seeing
PETER the Great.”

This reminiscence impresses us much
more than the assertion that the fact
of the old gentleman's double cen-
tenarianism ‘‘is supported by docu-
ments.” It is disrespectful to age
to ask for documenta in such a case.
Don't all our young blades of 120 remem-
ber WASHINGTON or NAPOLEON? Ama-
teurs of longevity are never surprised
to find that very old men remember
great men. Peasants who never went
out of their villages recollect the Little
Corporal distinetly. He must have come
to see them. Aged colored mammies
in Kentucky have held Marse GEORGE
WASHINGTON on their knees. Even in
youth he was a considerate gentleman,
and foreseeing his future greatness,
wished to make as many nurees as possi-
ble proud and happy; and went into the
backwoods to collect them., We have no
doubt that the Tomak senior is right.
He has not confused ALEXANDER I, with
PETER I. He met the latter, who told
him that the empire was peace; and
that scratch a Russian and you find a
Tartar.

Our friend of Tomak is satisfactory
enough, although he is a boy compared
with REEM GHUM Moras, who died in
Lahore in 1437, aged more than 400. This
old settler remembered PETER the Her-
mit, PETER PIPER, PETER PETER, Pump-
kin Eater, and the original PETER FUNK;
and would have been alive to-day if he
had been thoughtful enough to buy an
annuity

But we must leave what the sceptical
regard as cloudy and mythological re-
gions and come down to business and

the living present. A St. Paul despatch
to the Boston Transcript introduces us
to the Hon. HENRY J. ESSLER, a Wis-
consin farmer who is now visiting his
niece, Mrs. WiLLIAM LEWIS, in St. Louis
Park, a suburb of Minneapolis. Mr.
ESSLER is a man worth knowing and
studying. He was born in Dr. WARNER
MILLER'S county of Herkimer in 1797.
He went overland to California with
Pathfinder FREMONT. He dug $22,000
worth of gold out of the bowels of that
State. He was a private in the Sixteenth
Wisconsin, fought at Shiloh, marched
seaward with SHERMAN and had an
inside view of Andersonville for four
months. He has been soldier and sailor,
too, though you are not to infer that there
is anything marine about his strange
adventurous history. In 1871 he was
“ master of the ship Torrent, and made
regular trips from Boston to China,
bringing with him each time a cargo
of tea.” He " has made seven trips
across the Atlantic.™ In short, what
region of the earth is not full of his labor?

Will you hear an idyll of the plains, or
shall we say an afterpiece to an Indian
massacre and tragedy?

“ A party of two Liuudred that had preceded them
bad been killed Ly the Indlans. ‘The expedition
came upon what remained of the party, and while
they were takiog a look at what remalned of the
luggage of the unfortunates, EssLkR lifted off the
top of & double wagonbox and found in the second
hox alittie girl about 4 years old, who was sull
allve. He took her with him to Callfornia, where
he adopted her. He was unabie to get any trace
of her relatives. She 1s now the wife of one of
the wealthlest men In Pralrie du Chlen, Wis-
consin.”

Mr. ESSLER has a 200-acre farm, which
he works himself with the help of one
hired man. He never wore glasses till
he was 95. His hearing and eyesight
are good. His diet is bread and pota-
toes, and several cups of tea. Here is
the record of his long and uninterrupted
triumph:

“ He has never been sick and never worried."

Let =o-called great men have the
statues and the monuments, mostly
ugly. Here is The Happiest Man in the
World.

Labor in South Africa.

Mr. BENJAMIN KIDD has been writing
a series of letters to the London T'imes
on the actual and prospective economic
conditions of South Africa. He points
out that, among the problems which Mr.
CHAMBERLAIN describes as “ appalling,”
the most difficult and urgent is the ques-
tion, How shall the natural resources of
the country be developed? This involves
the further inquiry, whether the devel-
opment is to be brought about by bring-
ing in white labor or by rendering colored
labor more efficient.

It is certain that, as yet, the surface
of South Africa has been barely
scratched by agriculture. Bacon has
to be imported, although maize, on which
American hogs are fattened, grows in
}-taland elsewhere with merely nominal
cultivation, It is the unanimous testi-
monv of exnerts that if tha snil were
properiy tilied, the area of the Transvaal
alone would be capable of supporting
some twenty millions of inhabitants,
and that British South Africa, taken asa
whole, might, as regards the output of
food products, rank next to the United
Htates. At present the male Kaffirs
«oovery little agricultural work, the

rof tillage being performed almost
selusively by the women. Yet even
under such conditions, capitalists find

t profitable to buy large tracts of land,

o be tilled by Kaflirs, who deliver half
he crops in lieu of rent.  So long, how-
veryws their half of a crop suffices for
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their support, the Kaffirs are satisfled;
consequently, the product of a given
tract falls very far short of its capa-
bilities.

How is the problem to be solved? There
is no doubt that white laborers would
offer the most desirable solution if they
could be persuaded to emigrate in ade-
quate numbers to South Africa. Ex-
perience has shown that almost the

| whole of South Africa, between the

Zambesi and the Cape, is a white man's
country. That is to say, the European
races can not only live there, but work
and bring up healihy children. COn the
other hand, the existence of a large Kaf-
fir population tends to render manual
labor degrading in the eyes of White
men, and seems likely to make it as diffi-
cult to attract white emigrants to South
Africa as it is to our Southern States.
Moreover, the natives are increasing 8o
rapidly, and are willing to work after
their fashion for so little money that
competition on the part of white labor-
ers might prove impracticable.

Mr. Kipp's conclusion is that British
colonization in South Africa is confronted
with a situation it has not had to face in
Canada, Australia, Tasmania or New Zea-
land, a situation to which Latin America
affords the nearest parallel. In Canada
and Australasiathe native races have well
nigh disappeared before the advance of
the white men. In Tasmai ia, indeed,
they are extinct. In the United States
they seem doownecd to perish like the
buffalo. In Mexico, Central America
and South America, on the other hand
—with the exception of Argentina—tho
native races constitute almost the whole
of the laboring population. [t is a similar
state of things which the British encoun-
ter in South Africa, for the Kaffir, far
from vanishing like the Tasmanian, the
Australian black, the Maori or the red
Indian, before the march of civilization,
thrives under the substitution of peace-
ful for warlike conditions, and multi-
plies exceedingly. This aspect of the
South African question is regarded by
Mr. K1pp as of such overwhelming im-
portance that it throws into the shade
all minor differences between Boer and
Briton. Even the urgent need of labor
in the mines of Johannesburg is deemed
by him of secondary moment to the
question of the future sources of the
labor supply of South Africa.

Not yet has Mr. CHAMBER LAIN in any
of his speeches proposed a definite solu-
tion of the problem. It is certain that he
does not approve of the scheme which
finds favor in the eyes of many whites
in South Africa, the scheme, namely,
of making native labor compulsory, the
practical outcome of which would be to
reduce the Kaffirs to slavery. He has
suggested, as a possible alternative,
the introduction of yellow labor, but this
would prove acceptable neither to whites
nor blacks, and would inevitably be
productive of a great deal of friction,

To make the Transvaal a yellow man's
country would be an evasion, rather
than a solution, of the problem. An
importation of coolies for the benefit of
the Rand mines may be sanctioned by
the imperial authorities so long as the
former Boer republics retain the status
of a Crown Colony, but it will scarcely
be tolerated after the colony becomes
self-governing.

President Roosevelt's Reprobation.

The statistical demonstration by Presi-
dent ELiOT of Harvard, that 28 per cent.
of the graduates from that institution of
the period from 1872 to 1877 have not
married and that the remainder have
had, on the average, only two children
each, has been followed by the publica-
tion of a ‘etter written last October, in
which President ROOSEVELT severely
reprobates as “ race suicide " any dis-
position to refrain from marr'age and
reproduction on grounds of mere ex-
pediency.

President EL1oT draws the conclusion
from his statistics that “ the highly edu-
cated part of the American people does
not increase the population at all, but
on the contrary fails to reproduce itself.”
President ROOSEVELT'S reprobation is
of our society far more generally—of the
* comparatively poor * no less than the
rich and the “ highly educated,” because
they are not “ anxious "to be fathers
and mothers of families. “ The trouble
with the situation,” he says, “ is one of
character " and the nation has cause to
be alarmed for ita future because of it.

The statistics of the population of our
chief cities, which we have lately pre-
sented, seem to indicate quite unmis-
takably that the natural increase of the
old American stock in them has been
small relatively to that of their foreign-
born inhabitants. The number of the
white population of native parentage
of Manhattan in 1900 was almost exactly
the total population of the city in 1840,
or 311,037 and 812,710, respectively. Of
course, no accurate conclusions can be
drawn from these comparative statistics,
for at the earlier period immigration to
this country was alreadyso large that the
native American or Know Nothing agi-
tation of the next decade had begun to
gather fuel. During the years from 1830
to 1839 the immigration had amounted
to 343,517, that from Ireland alone having
been 151,672, and a great part of the im-
migrants had settled in New York, whose
population, consequently, increased by
more than one-half between 1830 and
1840, or from 203,007 to 812,710. Of the
population of Manhattan in 1900, in
all 1,850,098, only about one-gixth was
native white of native parentage, and
even of this small percentage of natives
probably about a fourth were born out~
side of the city, in other States than this,
and another part, in the outside State
of New York.

Moreover, the increase by births since
1840 has undoubtedly been greater among
the foreign-born than the native, so that
the present one-sixth native of native
parentage may be set down as composed
largely, if not mainly, of descendants of
foreigners who were here in 1840 or came
later; for, of course, the children of
children born in this country of foreign
parents are of native parentage. Dr.
BirLiNGS, of statistical authority, has
shown that generally the birth rate has
been diminishing in this country during
the last generation, and it may be as-
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sumod that this diminution is greater
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lation.

This is & preventable evil, says Presi-
dent ROOSEVELT: * the trouble is one of
character and therefore we can conquer
it;” and the remedy is suggested in this
extract from his letter:

“ There are certain great qualivles for the lack
of which no amount of intellectual brilllaney, or
of material prosperity, or of easiness of life can
atone, and which show decadence and corruption
In the natlon just as much \f they are produced
by selfshneas and coldness and ease loving lazi-
neas among comparatively poor people as if they
are produced by viclous or frivolous lugury in the

rich.
“If the men of the nallon are not anxlous to

work In many different ways, with all their might
and strength, and ready and able to fight at need,
and anxlous to he fathers of families, and If the
women do not recognise that the greatest thing
for any woman is to be a good wife and wother,
why, that nation has cause 1o be alarmed about
i@ tuture.”

Practically, however, the “ compara-
tively poor people " are compelled in
large part to consider questions of ex-
pediency before embarking in matri-
mony. Rich people are not confronted
by them, and, actually, in the society
of New York made up of the rich, com-
paratively early marriages are frequent,
They can afford matrimony. Many a
young man of the others is excluded
from marriage by the mere circumstance
of his inability to support a wife and
family; and it is a hardship which pru-
dence, even decent regard for the woman
he would marry and for progeny, com-
pels him to endure. Matrimonial en-
gagements among people so situated
oftentimes continue for years, in the hope
of better material fortune to come.
Among the rich, on the contrary, the
tondency is toward the abbreviation of
their period. Is not prudenoce one of the
cardinal virtues? May it not be an ab-
solute duty? Shall people marry with-
out taking thought of the consequences?
Shall a young man barely able to support
himself in decency assume the added
burden of supporting a wife and family?

These are very practical questions, and
they affect not merely the individuals
ooncerned, but also all soclety Is the
* character " which foregoes marriage
as obviously imprudent and of the na-
ture of a selfish indulgence reprehensible
as d'sgraceful to the individual and to
society and as a “ trouble * which can
or ought to be conquered? It is a per-
plexing subject, and it cannot be settled
wisely in the off-handed fashion adopted
by President ROOSEVELT.

Undoubted'y, the conditions of ad-
vancing civilization, ita greater com-
plexity, the increasing density of popu-
lation, in the large towns, more especially,
and the sharper competition of existence,
are tending to the diminution of the
marriage and birth rates; but how can
the result be prevented un'ess the causes
are removed? Is it not poss'ble that by
the subjection of impulse to the re-
strainta of reason better service is done
to society than when inclination is allowed
free sway without regard to the conse-
quences?

The White House and Its Crities.

It is queer to hear members of Congreas
who, with the intelligence that became
their place in a highly civilized nation,
duly appropriated money some time
ago for costly alterations of the White
House, discuss the appropriation for ita
maintenance in itsa new state in a spirit
of rampant rusticism. It is curious to
see Representatives for whom a com-
mittee has prepared a plan for a very
extensive and expensive provision of
Congressional offices through no trifling
additions to the Capitol and an entirely
new building begrudge the sum laid
out for bringing the conveniences of the
Executive Mansion somewhat nearer
the requirements of modern life. Yet
the Committee of the Whole, including
our uncle JosePH CANNON, whose Illinojs
freehold long since ceased to be the
original prairie, talked in that vein day
before yesterday in eonnection with the
new White House appropriation.

The inevitably thankless job of alter-
ing the White House, the most beautiful
and the most prized exeocutive residence
in the world, was intrusted to one of the
most distinguished and accomplished
arehitecta in the country, Mr. CHARLES
F. McKmv. H's difffoult task was to
add the needed rooms without doing
too much hurt; and that we have no
doubt he has accomplished with all the
success that was possible. The alterna-
tive was another separate office for Presi-
dential business; and of the two, we vote
unanimously for the plan adopted.

Crit'cs should reflect, also, that one
of the most potent resouroes of the archi-
tect, the ume of foliage, has not yet had
time to be applied. When the trees are
planted and the vines grown the effect
upon the publio eye is bound to be vastly
more pleasing.

This entirely apart from the unexcep-
tionable letter on increased expenditures
written by Col. BINGRAM, whose dismissal
we oonfese we do not at present under-
stand.

Pay of Court Attendants Enough.

Some disagreement is reported from
Albany among the New York city Re-
publican members over a bill fostered
by one of them, increasing from $1,200
to $1,600 the annual compensation of
“ attendants " in the Supreme Court of
this judicial district, officers who have
been increasing with greater rapidity
than the courts in which they serve.
There are thirteen parts of the Supréme
Court in this division, but there are
ninety-three attendants, those on actual
duty averaging fifty. In the budget for
1903 their pay is now nearly $100,000 a
year mors than is pald the Judgen!

Many of these officeholders are en-
gaged in pursuits which vield them a
larger income than the city pays them,
The hours of their official service, which
average four a day, five days a week,
eight months in the year, are not so
oncrous as to make inadequate the
present rate of compensation, and it
need, therefore, be no subject of surprise
that New York city members of the
Assembly should be found protesting
against an increase which, if adopted,
would open the way for other like de-
mands on the taxpayvers of the city.
The latter have already been burdened

by an inorease of $72,000 in salaries dur-
ing the second six months of the Low
administration, exclusive of the sums
required for the new o fiices established.

Who Got the Snuff ?

The annual report of the Secretary of
the Senate contains the itemized state-
ment of expenditures from the contin-
gent fund; and, as usual, this document
is a repository of curious and useful in-
formation. ' Its jumbled pages likewire
enshrine some mysteries.

The most pathetic entry is this, in
the statement of unexpended appropri-
ations:

Expenses of Senate Commiitee,

WiLLIAM MCKINLEY

One cent left!

The vast extent of the legislative opera-
tions of our Government is reflected
in these specified disbursements, which
have an extraordinary range. While
it appears that only twelve packs of
playing cards and three packages of
the game of dominoes were ordered
during the fiscal year on the account of
the Senators, they consumed not less than
a dozen quarts of hair tonic, costing
$20.70 at wholesale; and the generally
prevailing conditions of prosperity are
indicated by their requisitions for not
less than 162 pocket books and purses,
varying in price from 45 cents up to $28,
besides eleven of the so-called mesh
bags of gun metal or sterling silver which
are hung at the waist, four * beaded
bags,” and three * wrist bags.” Three
Senators indulged in municure sets, and
one in a copy of BowLEY'S “ Elementa
of Statisties.”

Charged also to the contingent fund,
{8 the remarkable total of 9,100 grains
of quinine, purchased at different times
on the sanitary account of the Senate.

But the staggering entry is this:

APRIL 28.—5 pounds Copenhagen snuff........ .78

For which Senatorial nose?

funeral of
0.0l

Thursday the Treasury Department re-
ceived one cuntribution of 4 cents, one of 20
cents and two contributions of 15 conta to the
conscienoe fund. The scrupulosity of some
consclences ie remarkable, Four cents is a
weight of shame unendurable to them. But
suppose the amount were $4,000 or $40,000.
Would those sensitive consciences try to
put up with the guilt for so handsome a
consideration?

According to a Rochester despatch to the
Philadelphia Record, Miss SvsaN B. AN-
THONY makes this severe commentary on
President EvLior's discovery that the aver-

age Harvard graduate has only two
children:
“That 1s quite enough. Harvard graduates

do not always make the best fathers.”

What is the unfortunate Harvard grad-
uate to do? Acoording to Dr. EnloT he
falls short of his duty to posterity. Accord-
ing to Missa ANTHONY he is doing * quite
enough.” What eay the conscript fathers
ef the University of Rocheater?

This anecdote teachea us the progress of
divoroe and the burden of Pittshurg. Two
former residents of this town were mar-
ried Feb 27, 1899, and separated Jan. 6,
1900. In his libel for divorce the husband
affirms that his wife came to Pittsburg and
* after loeking Pittsburg over said she

would not live there.” Incompatibility of
atmosphere.

OURSELVES AND OTHERS.

The United States and British Torylsm.

To TRk Ep'ToR oF THE SUN—Sir’ Canadian
speakers and writers have been nagging at
your journal for opposing, as they say it has
done, the reception of the Cecll Rhodes schol-
arships. 1 hardly know to what they allude,
but surely they ought not to be much sur-
prised If & patriotio American journal demurs
to the acceptance of foreign aid and to the
implied recognition of the superiority of
foreign education

The Canadian critics accuse Tae SvN of
persistent enmity to Great Britain, Of late the
very opposite complaint has in some quartera
been made. Amity bLetween the peopla of
the United States and the people of Great
Britain men of sense on both sides earnestly
desire to promote But this is a different
thing from the complicity with the Tory
rulers of Great Britain in political reaction
or in projects of territorial aggression.

If any one wants to know the real feeling of
the aristocracy and plutocracy of QreAt

ritain toward the democracy of the United
States 1ot him read the Morning Post, which
is their special and famillar organ. That
journal is in ecstasies over the “lie” given hy
a Canadlan lady in the gallery of the House
to & Congressman who had spoken lightly of
Canadian loyalty, saying that it deserves to
go down to posterity with the “sacre” of Sir
George Cartier, whatever that may have been
It proceeds to say that equally emphatic
words must be used whenever desirable to
bring the American Government to its senses,
and upbraids the Foreign Office for its com-
plaisance, & virtue which s alwayvs desplaed
as weakness by the typical American,

The party now in power in Great Britain
{s the same which forty-two yYears ago rapt-
urously welcomed secession as the downfall
of the American republic. Its taotics may
for the momen! be changed, but its character
and objects remnain the same. Via.

Nekw Yorxk, Feb, 13

A Plea for St. Valentine's Day,

To THE EDITOR OP THE SUN -Sir: His Little
Majesty's birthday has again come around, and in
spite of all the years that have gone Cupld |s as full
of life, Joy, hope and mischie!, and his quiver as
full of arrows as n the days of yore, for he who
drinks at the fountain of Ftemal Youth never
grows old.

He 18 a saly fellow, this Cupld, and resorts to
ways and means to carry out his plans which evea
the wisest would have falled 10 guess.

His darts, tinctured with love, iy here and there,
striking the unwary, and ah! what a clever marks -
man is he! His alm is unerring and, though awify
and sure, carries with 1t no stng, since those who
are wounded feel only joy.

0O, ye who are getting old In years, keep your
hearts young, and think of the time when you sent
your little sweetheart the token of your love sealed
up in a white envelope all roses and lace work!

Let not this birthday of the little god of love,
which has brought joy into your life, pass by up-
noticed.

Join Cupid's lLeague and send the memento
which will prove that you still retain that freshness
of feellug which aball always kecp you young I
heart! GRACE CLEVELAND PONTEN.

SuMMIT, N. J., Feb. 14,

Ouar Bad Two-Cent Stamp.

‘o THE EDITOR OP THR SUN—SIr: The head of
Washington on the new two«08n: stamp Is not a
good example for our youth. The nose Is the
color of & toper's and the eyes are bleary with too
much liquor and 100 little sieep. The appearance
of the revered father of bis country would suggest
that the dates given on the atamp cover the period
of one long, grand spree. J. 8 H U

NEW Yong, Feb. 12.

Trophies.

To TRE FDITOR OF THE SUN=8r; | have Nan's
scalp, Burgoyne's sword and Jobhn Brown's gun
hanging on the wall in my den.

Now will you be good?

Kwparwoopn, N. J.

F. J. Wanron.

In Modern Parlance.
“Why did she sue for divorce?”

FEBRUARY A4, 1903.

“Sbe found & perfumed note b his pockes.”
“Ah, 1s00; & trust-buster.”

BLOW TO TRADES-UNIONS.

Tennessee's Supreme Court Has Stopped
Some Ambitious Schemes,

NASHVILLE, Tenn., Feb. 12.--The recent
declsion of the State Supreme Court declar-
ing unconstitutional a city ordinance re-
quiring the union label on all municipal
printing has checked a raid of the same
sort on the State, A bill was prepared
by the trades-unionists long before the
Legislature met, demanding the union label
on all State printing, and this bill was intro-
duced early in the session by a printer
member of the lower house

Loud talk was at once heard of how
every free printing office in the Btate was
to be forced under union comination or
out of business so far as doing any work
for the State was concerned. After hold-
ing up the State on the printing question,
divers and sundry other measures were 1o
be enacted in the interest of the unions—
mining laws were to be amended, barbers
to be put under control of a State board
and other things done that would make
lifo miserable for the man with a trade
who wouldn't accept union domination.
Incidentally the emloyer who preferred to
manage his own busiuess was to he made
to feel the clubs of the unjons.

But the bomb exploded by the Supreme
Court has changed all this, and now there
is a wail going up from the labor agitators
in consequence. One of the first results of
the Bupreme Court's declaration of inde-
vendence wius the hasty withdrawal of the
Swate printing hold-up, its introducer ask-
ing the privilege, which  was quickly

ranted, on the ground that the highest
state tribunal had knocked out such
schemes

Emboldened by the court decision, Rep-
resentative Romaine of Giles county, wﬂo
i# the owner and editor of a weekly news-
paper, the Pulaski Citizen, has introduced
a bill to protect every man who wants to
work This bill provides heavy penalties
for attacking or threaten any wurkin“
man while at his labor., It has brou
the biggest kort of a howl from the trades
unionistx. The bill simply means that a
union man s prohibhu; {rom interfering
with any man who wanta to work. The
labor men are getting ready to make a
stiff fight against the measure, Outside
of Nashville, Memphis, Chattanooga and
Knoxville trades-unionism in Tennessee
is merely a name. The miners have or-
ganizationa in a few of the coalfields, but
they do not cut auy figure in politics,

t

Abraham Lincoin and Negro Suffrage.

To THE Epitor oF TAR BUN—Sir: As an
additional contribution of value on the sub-
ject of Abrahamn lLincoln's views on politiocal
and social equality, between the white and
black races, 1 send vou the following letter,
addressed by Mr Linocoln to Michael Hahn,
Governor of Louisiana. The date of this
letter is significant, it being some six years
after Tincoln had expressed himself on the
subject, in the course of his debates with
Stephen A. Douglas, and fourteen months
after he had issued the Fmancipstion Proc-
lamation:

“WASRINGTON, March 13, 1884,

“My DrAR SIn 1 congratulate you on having fixed
your name in hlstory as the firat Free-State Gov-
ernor of Loulsiana. Now you are about to have &
convention, which among, other things, will proba-
bly define the election franchise. 1 barely suggest
for your private consideration whether some of the
colored people may not be let in—aa for instanoce
the very inteliigent, and capecially those who have
fought gallantly I our ranks. They would proba-
bly help, In some trying ime to come, 10 keep the
Jewel of liberty within the family of freedom. But
this 1s only a suggestion, not to the publie, bus o
you alone. Yours truly, A. LINooLN.*

Hon. MICHARL HARN.

bix years before, in his debates with Doug-
Jas, Lincoln was averse to introducing polit-
{cal and sociul equality between the races. In
the letter above quoted he had gone a step
forward, and to quote his own words was
willing to “let in” some of them. The ques-
tion arises, how far would he have gone in
the “letting in" had he survived his second
term, and how far would he have gone had
he lived, say, until his eightieth year?

New YORK, Feb. 12. Isaac Manxmns.

To TR ED1TOR OF THE SUN—Sir; Was Mr.
Lincoln wrong when he said “I have no pur-
posa to introduce political and social equality
between the white and the black races” and
that there is a “physical difference?”

Isolated cases of negroes occupying public
office and sporadic instances which are in
truth exceptions to the rule do not in my esti-
mation constitute sufficient grounds for the
belief that the colored race will ever reach
the social or political lavel of the white man

8o long a8 he lives among us, the negro is
entitled, as all human beings are, to all the
benefits guaranteed by the Constitution, yet
it is true, as Lincoln states, that although all
the opportunities of the white man are granted
to him, there will still be that distinct line of
separation, drawn by the Creator himself,
which will be forever a barrier to the inter-
mingling of the colored and white races

We can he as magnanimous as Linooln in
offering him the benefits of life, liberty and
the pursuit of happiness. We can offer him
the benefit of the franchise and all other
opportunities, social or political, and in spite
of the instances at which you hint, and in
spite of a hypothesis that he might reach a
greater height of social and political distinec-
tion, yet 1 am as thoroughly convinced now
as when 1 first read Mr. Lincoln's debates
with Douglas that he was right when he sald,
“There is a physical difference between the
two which, in my judgment, will probably
forever forbid their living together upon a
footing of perfeot equality * A.H H

New YORK, Feb, 13,

The White Light of Publicity.

To TRE EpIrToR oF THE SUN—Sir: What a
difference it makes whose ox is gored. Here
{s President Roosevelt making a great de-
mand for publicity in reference to the affairs
of the “trusts” and of oorporations in which
he has no interest; but as soon as Col. Bing-
ham turns on the light of publicity in refer-
ence to the increased expenditures of the
White House he loses his position H.

NEw York, Feb 18

The Lamb's Mary.

To TAR Ppitor oF THR SUN—Sir: 1In to.day's
Srn | noticed a paragraph regarding history of
“Mary's Little Lamb” lines. On Jan. 2, 1808, died
an old lady at Wellington Hotel (here) who I be
lleve, knew most of the history. She was nearly
90 years of age and lived in Thirty-fourth street,
between Fifth and Sixth avenues (about No. 40,
for a long time. Her name was Mary Dale. 1once
lived In her house, and while there 1t was always
sald of her that she was the person, when a girl,
that the poem was addressed to, by a man (young)
who admired her. 1 do not reveal her maiden
name, but she was well known and hl(’hl esteemed
h{ all who knew her. ‘The Rev. Dr. Colller was one
of these. Mr. A. J. Lod
friend. This bright
family plot in Newton, Mass. She once lived In
l'ouri;omuuh, N. H. and lster In Boston, Mass.,
but for many )‘}cnn had lived In New York city.

New YORK, Feb 9. J. N. FaRRAR,

The Capid Tax.
From the Ruffalo News.
(With apologies to Assemblyman Cohn, who
has a bill to tax bachelors and old malds)
Now woe be unto the hachelor maid,
And woe 1o the bachelor man,
No time 1o wall, you d hetter mate
With any one you can
For Cohn and Cupid are hand in hand
With a brand new “single tax” demand;
They'll make you pay 10 beat the band-
Look out for Cohn and Cupld

There's toy in the hreast af the llrenes clary
And the parson smiles with ‘m =
As his nogers twitch with the gladsome 1ich
Of a fat prospective fee
The lovelorn swain s bitthe to day,
For the malden dare not say him nay,
For fear of the tax she'll have o u“,
Since Cohn joined hands with Cupld.

Farewell 10 the dreary bachelor'a hall:
Farewell 1o the bachelor girl,

When a tax Is lald on the spinster stald
And a tax on the single churl.

For each wifeless man must tap his tll

When they pass the Cohn and Cuﬂd bill,

(Including our old friend, David Hill),

Hurrah for Cohn and Cupid.

“And who I8 Cohn*” 1 hear you ask,
"Tﬁu he should be a0 stupld;

To plle his tax upon our ks

And boost the ('un- of Cupid;

Some Jilted lover full of apleen?

Nay. nay, he's wedded well, | ween;

They say he s father of fourteen -

boy for Cobl Cupla!
i .

OPPOSE PENNSYLVANIA TUNNEL.

Application for Commissioners to Consider
the Proposed Route.

The Pennsylvania, New York and Long
Island Rallroad Company made application
yesterday to the Appellate Division of
the Supreme Court for the appointment
of three commiasioners to determine whether
the tunnel under Manhattan to connect
the Hudson and the East River tunnels
rhould be built along the proposed route,
underThirty-first, Thirt y-second and Thirty-
third streets

Albert B. Boardman, one of the counsel
for the Rapid Transit Commissioners,
appeared in behalf of the railroad and of
the commission and told the court that he
did not think the objections raised by
Blandy, Mooney & Shipman, who repre-
sent the Netherlands Corporation and
other objecting property ownera, should
be seriously considered

Mr. Boardman submitted, among other
papers, a list of several hundred abuttin
real estate owners whose consent the roa
had failed to obtain. Their refusal in
moa t cases was to protect their own inter-
ests in the event of their prup«rtz being

later, and not because they ob-
) to the proposad tunnel.

Among those whose refusals were sub-
mitted appeared T. D. Sullivan and Frank
Farrell, as the owners of 109 and 111 West
Thirty-third street, valued at  $100,000;
John Jacob Astor, Alfred (i. Vanderbilt,
(Cornelius  Vanderbilt, W. F. Havemeyer,
Robert Goelet and several corporations
owning abulting property. The consent-
ing parties include ‘u ust Belmont, the
Metropolitan  Street ilway, the New
g:rl: “entral and the Union Dime Bavings

nk.

THEY'D LIKE TO SIT ON GROUT.

The Coroners, That Is—Hecamse He Sat
on Them Yesterday.

Comptroller Grou' so worried the cor-
oners yesterday that they finally turned
upon him with the assertion that it would
give them pleasure to hold an inquest
on him. This happened at a meeting of
the Board of Estimate. Coroners Golden-
kranz, Brown and Scholer waited on the
board to ask permission to reduce the
salaries of their ordinary clerks so that
they might employ four “private clerks”
at $2,000 a year each.

The Comptroller objected at once. He
proposed that no action be taken on the ap-
yllmtkm until the salary list was so ad-
1

wted that the four private clerks were
placed on the same salary basis as the
ocommon clerks.

“But these private clerks,” interjected
Coroner Brown, *do peculiar kind of work.”
He got mad at the laughter which followed
this statement and was in the midst of
an oration when Mr. Grout remarked:

“If you continue to press this matter
in this way, I shall be inclined to support
Senator Flsberg's bill to do away with
coroners altogether. I really think that
it would be a good thing, anyway, if there
were no coroners.

Coroner Brown got angrier still, and,
shaking his fiat, shouted:

“It reema to me that there is a member
of the administration who is trying to make
a grand-stand play.”

n Coroner (ioldenkranz took up the
fight against the (‘(;T{nruller,

“Your remarks, r. Comptroller, are
unfair,” he raid. “To-morrow, I suppose,
we will have the press assailing us again
with ridicule.”

“While you may think what I have said
i unfair, it is nevertheless true,” said Mr.
Grout. “I think we can do without cor-
oners.”

“That may be your opinion,” retorted
Goldenkranz, “but your private opinion
doeen't concern us.”

“Well, go back now and hold an inquest
on your recommendation,” said Mr.
Grou'.

“We would like to hold an inquest on

u,” shouted Mr. Goldenkranz, in a L]
hat was inteusified by the lnu;f\tar of the
members of the hoard.

Mr. Grout's resolution was adopted.

CRUELTY IN PRISONS.

Califernia Convieta Crippled by the Use of
. Straltjackets,

SAN Franocisco, Feb. 13.—The Assembly
Committee on Prisons has made a report
on its investigation of cruel punishment
in Ban Quentin and Folsom State prisons,
They find that the straitjacket and other
methods of torture are in use at both insti-
tutions, though the results are more dis-
astrous at Folsom than at San Quentin.
Two prisoners at San Quentin were found
permanently crippled by the wstrait-
jackets. At Folsom the exact number
could not be ascertained, but it is large.
A number of prisoners at Folsom have been
8o cowed that they would not give testi-
mony for fear of torture after the com-
mittee had gone.

At Folsom the committee listened to
numerous convicts, and the report says:

“At Folsom your committee found that
the straitjacket had never been in use
until about three years ago. It was in
use for about two years, Warden Wilkinson
decl to discontinue it about one year
8go. ln* the time that the strait-
acket was In use we found one Robert

mith had been permanently crippled in
his right arm and hand and sustained other
fnjuries. In the case of Morris Weisa

Weitz, who was a tailor by trade and
worked at the same up to the time he was
put in a straitjacket, we find that he
sustained such injuries to his hands and
arms as the result of said punishment that
in all probability he will never be able to
work at his trade ?n.in

*In the case of James Deare we learned
that he was found dead in his cell within
twenty-four hours after being released
from the straitjacket.”

WOMAN'S CONDITION IN FRANCE.

M. Mabllieau Says That Higher Female
Eduoation Has Arrived.

NEw HAVEN, Feb. 18.—Bafore the Frenoh
Club of Yale University this afternoon
M. Léopold Mabllleau of Paris, the econo-
mist and author, delivered an address on
“La Condition de la Femme en France.*
It was the first lecture of a series that he is
to deliver in this country at leading ool-
le

ges.
M. Mabilleau said that fifteen years ago
there was practically no such thing as
higher education for women in France.
To day there was a great change in the edu-
cational conditions there. The higheat
standing person in the medical sohool in
Paris isa woman. He also said that so many
women had indulged the ambition to get
a higher education that France is to-day
abundantly supplied with thia class of
women, many of them schoolteachers
out of employment. Many of these highly-
educated women, said the lecturer, are
really waiting around for something to do.

Although the lecturer did not disapprove
of higher education for women, he uﬂ( that
one of the problems of France to-day is
what to do with theso women. He be-
lieved that matrimony would take some
of them out of the problem. He remarked
that these women in France earn enough
to buy their clothes and that they would
refuse good matrimonial offers that would
intarfara with thaeir teaching

Fewer Holldays at Columbia,

The faculty crusade against academin
holidays at Columbia has resulted in an
announcement that the university exer-
cises will bs continued as usual on Ash
Wednesday this year. This breaks a custom
150 years old. The University Council
has also recommended to the trustees
that there be no recess next vear
on Lincoln's Birthday, Washington's Birth-
day and Memorial Day and that the college
tarm be lengthened by two weeks by opwen-
ing the versity in the middle of Sop-
tember, instead of on Oct. 6, as was originally
intended.

The surest and best of P
ales r Bloed Pur ifers 1o Jayne's

City Lawyer Says He's Only Compelied (4
Keep the Streets Clean.

Justice Truax yesterday listened 1, ,
long argument over Btreet Cleaning (om.
miseioner Woodbury's failure to remove the
ashes, garbage and light rubbish from t)e
big department stores. The Retail [y
Goods Arsociation is reeking to eompu|
Mr. Woodbury to remove the ashes ar
rubbish.

Daniel P. Hays, counsel for the Assoeis.
tion, contended that it was the duty of the
Commissioner to remove all ashes ang
garbage from all premises, and that he
conld not refuse to do so. The fact 1ha
Woadbury lacked monev was no excyse
for discrimination, Mr. Hay= said

Assistant Corporation Counsel MeGire
contended that the Court had no power
to interfere with the Commissioner i lesa
the rights of citiz 'ng were being violated,
If the Commissioner had the power to make
the order he did, then the Court was power.
less in the premises.

“There in no statute ” gaid Mr. MecGuire,
“which compels the Btreet Cleaning Com-
missioner to remove the rubbish and waste
of large buildings, factories and stores,
His duty is to clean the streete in the .
tereats of the public health. The Com.
missfoner is vested with diseretion concerp.
ing what he shall or shall not remove, as
long as he keeps the gtreets clan ’rhn
courts may not interfere in the alfuirs of
a municipality unlesa some  fraud, mis.
conducet or crime has heen comniitted by
those in oMee ™

Justice Truax reserved decigion,

PORTO RICO REGIMENT AHIAD,
Place Among Army'y

Holds the First
Crack Sharpshooters,
WasminGtoN, Feh, 18 - In the lis of

carbine sharpshooters who qualified in the
Department of the East during the year
1002, published to-day by the War Depart.
went, thirty-two of the total of sixty-sevey
were members of the Porto Rican pegi.
ment and nineteop of them were natives
That regiment alao holds the first six plames,
Capt. Charles 11, Hamilton heading the list
with an average score of 8925 per cont
First L'eut. Terence Huamill was cooond

with 8525 per cont , and First Serg:. Allart
Zaldo third, with 81.50 per cent

In rifle practice nine of the forty-six
who qualified as rharpshocters in the De.
yartment of the Fast wero of the Porg
,!ir‘\n rrgiment, although but two wers
natives, Capt. Frank L. Graham of that
regiment, however, secured the hest record,
with an average of K3.25 per oent., Capts,
Allaire and Sage of the Twenty-third In-
fantry being tied for second place, with a

reentage of 78 50, The mounted battalion
of the Porto Rican regiment also scored
highest in revolver frug, with an average
of 69.7 per cent,, the Second Cavalry being
wecond, with 621 pr cent. Company F,
Porto Rican regiment, made the begt com-
pany score, 73 8percent. Troop M, Reventh
Cavalry, waa next, with 72.4 per cant,

el SR AR

PROPOSES A BEECHER TERRACE,

Overiooking East River and Built on Roofs
of Row of Warehouses.

At a hearing held vesterday on the pro-
posed new park it Orange, Henry, Hicks
and Pineapple streets, Brooklyn, to le
known as Beecher Memorial Park, the site
being opposite Plymouth Church, Edward
H. Dockman proposed that a terrace park
be built along Columbia Heighta, over-
looking the river, instead of the Orange
street park.

Mr. Dockman proposed that it be built
as an esplanade, extending about 2,000 feet
along the waterfront by fifty feet in depth
He thought the city might obtain a revenue
by building along Furman street a row
n{ warehouses, on the tops of which the
terrace could be laid out

“ThLe elevation,” said Mr. Dockman, *wil
bstructed view of New York

i'.i un'uno the Williamsb >
arbor from e ms
Staten Island. The view %"n:f'ﬂ"w

finest in any city in the country and th y

improvemerit would be the necessary finiaf
to the HeighulucUoﬁ.. The cost woully
be comparatively small,

The ﬁurin. was adjourned to Feb. 25,
at2 P. M. A set of plans for the esplanade
will be preyared for that meeting.

RATHBONE SEEKS VINDICATION.

Senate Committee Takes Up His Petition
Asking for an Investigation.

WasHiNaToN, Feb, 13 —The Seuate Com-
mittee on relations with Cuba to-day took
up the petition of Estes |G. Rathbone,
formerly Director of Cuban Posts, asking
for an investigation by Congress into the
manner in which he was convicted by the
Havana courts for malfeasance in office
Rathbone contends that his conviction wes
illegal and he asks for a clance to vindicate
himself. Senator Hanna has been sup-
orting Mr. Rathbone's demand for an
R.\'Mt!gﬂﬂnn, and it was because of his
insistence that the committee took up the
matter,

The committea to-day spent the entire
wession in the discussion of the rubject
in which the extent of the co 8
power in the premisea was the princips!
soint at i=sue. No result wae reacbed,
anewr. beyond the appointment of Chalre
man Platt and Senator 'Fel)er as a sub-come
mittee to consider further the case and
report later to the full committee.

WATER FOR A FRANORISE.

The Huckleberry Road Spurns a Propesitien
to Do Some Street Sprinkling.

W. H. Page, Jr., counsel for the Unlon
Rallway Company, which wants to extend
ite tracks over Macomb's Dam Bridge, told
the Board of Estimate yesterday that his
company would reject the franchis: I
rome members if the board insisted on tm-
posing further burdens on the company.

When the franchise came up yesterdsy
Comptroller Grout wanted to 'rt A
clause requirlog the company to eprink's
the sixty-fivo miles of streete on which !t
operates cars. Mr. Page said the com-
pany would drop the whole project rather
than consent. He also objected to the pro-

sal to compel the company to depos!

10,000 as eecurity for ecarrying out the
conditions of the franchise The railroad
ought not to he required to pay in advane
for crimes it might not commit, he sald

The points in dispute were left to Comp-
troller Grout for adjustment.

SHOCKED MR. GROUT.

Little Request for $76,000 for Appellate
Court Fituings—Not a Cent, Says He.
President Bwanstrom of Brooklyn asked

the Board of Estimate yesterday for Ao

appropriation of $75,000 for furnishing the
top floor of the Brooklyn Borough Hal!
for the Appellate Division of the Secord

Department.

“Seventy-five thousand dollars for 1t
up one floor!” exclaimed Mr. Grour.  *Wha!
for? Do the Judges want a mos=aic 8.
of the kind that (he Appellate Divisiu
has in Manhattan?”

“The Sinking Fund Commission ordered
it,” said Mr. Swanstrom.

“They did nothing of the sort, " Mr Gron!
replied” *The Sinking Fund Commissi ter:
mereiy directed thepetiing aside of the !
for the Appellate

g

ivielon, I won't vore
one cent for this work until T know ali ti
dotaila ¥

So action was postponed for a week
ALDERMEN'S SALARY Bi1. TO DIT.

What's the Use?—The Mayor Tells 'EM
Fiatly He'd Veto It

The Aldermen have dropped the agitn:
tion they began about two months agn [ !
the inrceasing of their yearly salary o
$1,000 to $2,000 and the bill they had 1t -
duced in the logislature authorizing 110
inorease will be aliowed to die in committe
Following the d'vwing up of the Ll sever
of the Alderie . called on the Maver
ascertain lhiow 1o feit about ft. Mr Lev
told the delegation frankly thet he was 1.¢°
in favor of the proposal and that he woull
l\‘w‘;‘o any such measure if it came befor

\




