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_The Tailor Frocks and the
Tubgowns

IN ROUGH GOODS AND IN LINEN.

The High Girdle a Distinctive
Note of Fashion.

Attractions of the Shirt«Walst Costumes
—f*rotty Acressories of Dress —Ars
Heclal Flowers In New Uses—Vogue
of the Plaited Froeks—Evening Gowns
of Black—Lingerie Petticoats More
and More FElaborate—Phases of the
L.inen Frocks—The Capes and Collars.

Snow and sleet have made winter in the
eoutdoor world, but in shops and still moge
emphatically in dressmaking ateliers,
‘spring runs riot, with summer in its wake,
Even if one does not want to buy until
later, it is hard to rexist the temptations
that lie in walt on every shop counter;
and when tailors are offering slightly re-
duced rates for February work, and dress-

makers are urging '‘patrons to put their
spring orders in before the mad rush be-
gins, and seamstresses are piling up en-
gagements fifty deep, only a very phleg-

atic or a very level-headed woman can
remain calm.

On the whole it isn't the part of wisdom
to remain too calm. If a woman expects
to remain in town until July or August,
or if she will be in a quiet place where she
will not need summer finery before that
time,she may serenely watch the feminine
flurry going on around her, and wait for
everything save her spring tallor frook.

Later-in the season the ravishing sum-
mer fabrics which are luring women into
extravagances now will be on sale at prices
much morereasonable. Theremay nottheg
be quite such a variety of choioe, but there
will be enough things of beauty to satisfy

even a fastidious taste. Summer modes
will have been exhibited then and the most
successful of the experiments may be
oopiad; and. after June, dressmakers have
a slight breathing spell and may give a
trifle more personaj attention to even un-
imposing obders.

But if the summer wardrobe is to be
needed early, now is the time to be wrest-
ling with its problems, and a majority of
the women seem to appreciate that fact.

We have already sung the song of the

early spring street suit, which is the first
emsential of the spring outfit, but the song
has an infinite number of variations, and
::.ry day sees new models in shirt-waist
Waee-plece costumes. Almost all
tallors have taken up the shirt-waist o::’
tume as coming within their provinoe,
and it must be admitted that the more
severe forms of the shirt-waist costumes
come out from the hands of the tailor more
successfully than from the hands of the
average dressmaker. Stitohing and pres-
sing play q. important part in the making

agalnst the tallor in
for his work. This is no greater than

charged by the fashionable dressmaker,
but it is quite possible to have an attract-
ive shirt-waist frock made by a very or-

dinary dressmaker, if one will only plan
it carefully and supervise the making.

If a shirt-walst costume of lightweight
wool or silk is to stand as the spring sult
of the woman of moderate means, lot her
go to a good tallor or fashionable dress-
maker and have that one frock well ocut,
well made, all that there is of the most
chic; but if a good tailor coat and skirt wuit
in to be in the wardrobe, then the shirt-
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upon
eoat and the strapping of the skirt.
Bkirt straps are more ever important

A third street gown, lens severe, has blouse
fronts that may be closed or thrown back,
and has also & deep dape collar. Both revers
and collar are faced with white ocloth and
ornamented  with tiny dull gold buttons,
the corners of the cape baing turmed back
and buttoned, as are the corners of the
cuffs, to show the white lining.

Still further from rigid tallor simplicity,
though atill far from elaborate, i+ the
frock of soft wool canvas in the shade which
Parisians call blotting paper pink. Its full
nk\rvhnq & hip yoke of tucks running to &
point in front, and the draped shawl collar
is edged by & number of fine tucks. The
full loase bolero falls over a high girdle of
black Liberty satin and a lace blousa and
is held together in front by a soft cravat of
hlack satin, run through large crochetted
rings of black silk.

These big orocheted rings appear fre-
quently upon the wool frocks, and, in cotton
or linen, are used on the tailor-out gowns
to confine soft scarfs of silk or mull.

The high girdle, too, is a distinctive note
in the new modes and augurs some slight
changee in the fashionable silhouette. Its
use will,not in any way affeot the straight
front of the popular oorseta, but sinoe it
pushes the blouse fulness upward, and to
some extent defines the lower curve of the
bust, the deep girdle will doubtless, if it con-
tinues {ts triumphant career, lengthen the
oareet above the walst, and raise the bust
alightly. )

These girdles need careful fitting and
featherboning and, though folded or fulled,
must lle smoothly and mould themselves to

waist suit or suits may better be trusated

the ourves of the figure. With them has
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jewelry, on hats, fashioned of ochiffon,
silk or velvet and appliquéd on gowns,
tucked in drooping olusters among the flufly
mousseline or lace of fichus cr flounces.
And while artificial flowers are under
one should make a note of the
flower chain, which is a new fad. Festoons,
fringes, garlands of tiny flowers have
decorated evening gowns, but the flower
chain is a reproduction of the long chains
in jewels or heads, to which womea have
olung mo devotedly, and is worn In the same
manner, but it is made of tiny houton roses,
violets or other small round hlossoma,
threaded olosely upon gold or silver thread.
Parislan women in choosing their Riviera
outfits have shown a surprising liking

for dull black—not hlack relieved by pail-
lettee, jet, ete., but the uncompromising,
lustreless black of chiffon. This, though
effective when its iillowing gloom seta off
;ome blonde beauty, is desperately un-
hecoming to the woman whose complexion
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palest green silk voile, with a deep berthe-
like collar of creamn net inset with heavy
lace motifs in deeper cream, but the design
could be sucoessfully developed in black
silk net.

The skirt has a yoke made of the flat-
shaped folds that suggest deep tucks.
Below that the skirt is fulled and is finished
around the bottom with five of the deep
folds or “nun’s plaits.”

The full round blouse has flowing trans-
parent sleeves of the black net, and the
deep collar would be formed of a chiffon
velvet in luscious peach pink with inset
cream lace of heavy mesh outlining the
edge irregularly. The frock should be
made over black liberty satin and the
broad girdle and little square bows join-
ing the two eides of the collar in front should
be of the soft black satin.

Too much stress cannot be laid upon the
necessary softness of the season's drees
linings. She who rustles is lost, sartorially
speaking. The new soft taffetas and
Louisines meet the domand and in some
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is to be so important a feature of the sea-
son's fashions, the large cut pictures a
group of these tub gowns. The severe
shirt waist gown in linen we will leave for
another time, but many of the new linen
frocks show a degree of elaboration that
lifte them out of the simple wash gown
class.

The five sketched here belong to the great
middle class of linen frockdom. They are
slightly trimmed, yet not too elaborate to
stand careful laundering or to be ser-
viceable for ordinary wear.

Materials for such frocks are fairly be-
wildering in their varicty and beauty. The
plain, smooth linen in exquisite shades of
blue, green, rose and biscuit and in white
is a great favorite, but side by side with it
are the knicker, or knotted rough linens;
the heavy loose woven linen canvas and
hop sacking, linen striped, figured, checked
dotted, two-toned, diagonal twill in white
and oolor, solid color linen checked with
a raised cord in self color; all white linen
with white stripes, dots and other designs—
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to some one who will not charge extrava-
gantly for the making.

A wise idea adopted by many women
this spring ir the ordering of three pieces
in a tailor suit--net the ocoat, skirt and
separate blouse, but a skirt of lightweight
material suitable for either shirt-walst or
coat and skirt costume, and both a shirt
walst and a coat to match this skirt. The
cost is not so great as it would be for two
complete costumes, and yet one has both a
carefully tailored shigt-waist froek and a
good coat and skirt.

Vesting or loose woven hop sacking,
fine mohair, canvas or etamine—a hoset of
lightweight wools are rusceptible of this
treatment. The new checked and plaid
etamines and voiles are particularly charm-
ing for shirt-waist gowns, and, while the
volle does not tailor very well for loose-
fitting coats, it adapts itself beautifully
to the loose coatees, boleros, &o.

Mohairs are more attractive than ever

and appear in a multitnda of forme. Onsz
of the new ideas is a mohair In plain color
with a little black silk dot sprinkled over
the surface, and in the middle of each
raised dot, a mere fleck of bright color.
In a dark blue ground with the black dots
flecked with nasturtium yellow, the ma-
teriab is especially desirable.

The practical rough-wear gowns of home-
spun, frieze, coarse mesh canvas, &o., are
in a large majority of the new models,
fashioned with the blouse Eton and varied
by individuality in the trimming and in the
cut of the sleeve or collar. Two of the
sketches show such froocks built upon the

simplest of uno; and dependent for finish

come the long-curved buckle reaching the
whole depth of the girdle in front or back
and curved alightly to the figure. Wonder-
fully beautiful art mouveau designs are
shown in these buckles, and brilllants,
corals, pearls and all the semi-precious
sfonés dre preased Into service in their
making.

The buckle is not, however, an essential

accompaniment of the high girdle. Stiff
rosettes of silk with large brilliant buttons
in their centres often finish the girdle where
it fastens. Small, square bows of velvet
or sllk, without ends, held by tiny buckles
from which dangle pendants matching the
buckles, fill the same réle as the rosettes.

On evening frocks a shower cluster or
spray of artificial lowers may be used; and
often, the last fold of the soft silk or satin
forming the girdle is left loose until the
frook is on, and then drawn around snugly
and fastened under sash ends at the back,
so that the fastening of the girdle is
nowhers in svidence.

High jeweled belts give much the same
effect as the girdies and are a part of the
tendency taward jewelad dress acceasories,
bhuttons, buckles, pendent ornaments,
claspa, ete. Exquisite enamels are much
favored also for the arl nouveaw ornaments;
and, by the way, the fuchaia is the flower
of the day.

ite drooping lines barmonize perfeetly
with the 1830 droop of the fashionable
figure, and desdgners have been quick to
graap the fact that this long-disoredited
flswer expresnes ezactly the spirit of the
season's modes. So fuchsias are blossom-

ing everywhere ' and in all waterials—in
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leaves muoch to be desired. She must
rely upon paillettes to lighten the black
gown, or must have becoming ocolor or
creamy lace ahout the throat and shoulders
of the black frock which is so practical au
item in a wardrobe.

Black cripe de chine, especially in the
gleaming wsatin finish, has found much
favor for the inevitahle black frock, and
French dressmakers are turning out many
chio little costumes in this material, ae-
cordion plaited in ekirt and bodice. Twe
such frocks are among the illustrations,
and both have the virtues of inexpensive-
nees and style, although the ocost may
be run up to a goodly sum if the lace details
are chosen in rare old lace.

The one model with the surplice collar
of heavy cream lace and the mitten sloeves
of lace under the flowing plaited sleeves is a
distinot success. If a hint of color is de-
sired, the lace ocollar may be lined with

Liberty satin and the girdle iuay repeat the
oolor of this lining.

Although the plaited frocks are not new,
they persistently retain their vogue and
will certainly be worn throughout the
summer., This should be a cheering prophe
ecy to the woman whose income is small,
for sun plaiting or acoordion plaiting gives
more cachel at less expense and trouble
than any other device for the combining
of simplicity and charm in costuming.

For the woman who wants a black dinner
frook because of its durability, yet who
eannot wear black near her face, there is an
exoellent suggestion in another of the
sketches. The original model was of
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instances colored pongees or India silks
are used for lining.

Right here the pongee petticoat should
have itsa need of praise. Now that the
quality of pongees has been improved and
the range of ocolors extended, exoeedingly
pretty petticoats are made of the mate-
rial, with all the flounces and furbelows
attendant upon the up-to-date petticoat.

The silk has no rustle, ean ba made, by the
use of many flounces, to flare satisfactorily
at the bottom, and will outwear ten taffeta
petticoate.

It is late in the season to mention an-
other type of petticoat, but cold-blooded
sisters may make a note of it againat an-
other cold season. This s a snugly fitted
under petticoat of ventilated chamois
skin, covered with silk, and is one of the
provisions against cold whioh tha auta.
mobile fad has called forth.

Lingerie petticoats grow more artd more
elaborate and beautiful and have almost
routed silk petticoats for all save very
rough wear. One of the latest fanoles is
for the lingerie petticoat whose flounces
have scalloped edges embroidered in button-
hole stitch.

Poealbly little eprigs are embroidered
above the soallops, but there is no other
trimming. These akiris may be laundered
easily and well and have a severe air suit-
able even under the tailor-made street frock,
while with the linen and cotton shirt waist
suits they are eminently the right thing.

And, apropos of the linen frock which

the list is practically endless. With the
linens come the mercerized cottons—but
they are another story.

One of the linen frocks in the“llustration
shows a popular shirt waist suit model,
with the broad box plait on the front, both
of blouse and skirt, tapering toward the
waist line. On either side of the box
plaits are stitched side plaits, and the
only relief to the severity of the frock
is in the heavy embroidery which orna-
ments the box h

This embroidery may be in contrasting
color, but linen embroidered in self color
is considered more chie, and white em-
broldery on white Is the prime favorite,
A moruing glory design is one of the de-
signs most liked and most effective, and
the morning glory appears also with great
trequency on the blouses or whole cos-
tumes of fine handkerchief linen.

Another frook in Which embroidery
forms the trimming Is of white, with bandas,
shoulder straps, &c., of black and white

embroidery, through which runs a touch

of bright red linen ornaments, and pen-
dantsa modelled upon the silk pendant

ornaments of the winter scason are used

upon this frock and repeat the black,
white and red scheme. Theso ornaments
in a multitude of designs and in white com-
bined with almost any of the colors found
among linens gnd cottons, are among tho
novelties and add an effective note to the
tub frocks.

Linen laces, too, are popular trimming
and there is a larger and handsomer as-
sortment of wash laces than ever before.
One of the sketches shows an effactive
use of white linen lace on a gown of almond
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green linen. Broad bands of the heavy
lace trim the skirt and edge the sides of the
surplice frock; and upon this lace band are
stitched narrow straps of the green linen,
between which the lace shows in inch-wide
lines. '

A bisouit linen is also trimmed in heavy
filet which runa vertically along broad box
plaits in the front of skirt and blouse, and
forms narrower lines between small box
plaits around the rest of the skirt and the
blouse. Then there is the blue porocelain
linen frock, whose one ornament is the
linen cape with long stole ends.

These linen cape stoles, like the lace
stoles, may be found ready made in the
shops, and, inset with lace and beautified
with embroidery, furnish a trimming strik-
ing enough to redeem any plain linen frock
from commonplaceness. Such a trimming
is not inexpensive, but it is practiocal, laun-
ders perfectly, and may be used on more
than one frock. A note of warning should,
however, be sounded in regard to the capes,
oollars and stoles with which the shops
are overflowing.

Their shapes are easily copied, and they
are go striking a novelty that every woman
will be likely to adopt some of them when
planning her summer wardrobe. This
foreordained popularity will make the ideas
common, and only in their fine and e xpensive
forms will these dress acoessories retain
their vogue among the fastidious.

The woman who can afford only a cheap,
ready-made cape of lace, or of batiste
or linen, lace trimmed, would better mot
buy any. The cheap ones will be an eye-
sore before the season is far advanced.

Though diaphanous materials are used
for at least seven out of ten evening frooks,
the Liberty satins are still popular for even-
ing wear and are much more serviceable
than the filmy creations of mousseline
and chiffon. Mousseline laid over Liberty
satin and the two aocordion plaited to-
gether, is an idea gaining in popularity,
and even the chiffon velour, which is
velvet almost as fine and soft as the heavy-
weight chiffon, is included among the ma-
terials suitable for the plaited gown.

Two evening gowns worn by an actress
famous for her toilettes are included among
the sketches, and both are in Liberty satin.
In one the pink satin skirt is trimmed with
bands of heavy laoce, over which runs one
of the new vine appliques—a ribbon ap-
pliqué, consisting of vined ribbon stems
and ribbon blossoms, which can be twisted
into any curves and shaps desired, because
it is attached to no foundation. The lace
blouse has a trimming of the same appliqué
and the sleove is notable even among the
legion of picturesque sleeves.

The other evening gowns hint broadly
at things to coms, when we shall have gone
over boldly to the Louis modes that are
insidiously gaining a hold upon fashion's
votaries. The corn color and pink color
scheme itself is a Louls note and the sharp
pointed bodice, the fichu, the full skirt,
the festooned flounce and the rose garlands
all shout “Louis.” We shall see more of
these ideas, but at present only the daring
'l.w“h are venturesome enough to adopt
them.
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