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STRIOUS CULT OF THE CHIFRON

190K OUT NOW FOR A STRAIGHT-
FRONT REVOLUTION.

uat Seems One Certaln  Result of the
pressmakers' Meeting—Busy  Miss
white and Her Puaplls—Fallures of
wvimerican Froeks—Convention Scenes.

11, first week of the dressmakers' meet-
vz Las gone off with a bang. Dressmakers
the four quarters of the country Lave
! round the standard of the Dress-
ks’ Protective Association, and still
i ar come. The present week will, if the
imists are right, see most of the dele-

gu o= in line, and the faces of the promoters
of the scheme are wreathed in smiles. ‘
\iss  FElizabeth White 48 promoter-in- |

chief

———————————

small towns all over the country and
; {x;;: un:’uual |'"'%‘°'bf.°' ;{ndytng"t'l::
an tting valua ints u| the
technical dﬁ?dln‘of their m;::}mpon
The lectures and demonstra | n« are ex-
ceedingly able and practical and every
woman 1s at literty to ask questions a:r d
demand - xplanatins util she understands
thoroughl/ a1y points upon which her
ideas nave not been quite clear. The
women take adva.tige of this privile
and the demonstrators are inde hl.inbﬁ:
%0 the dressmaker who goes back 1o her
home withcut having liarned a host of
valuable new wrinkles and beirg better
equipgnd for the making of well-fiiting and
stylish gowns is dull indeed.
he movem nt cught to raise the general
level of Amerioan dressmaking and that is
A consummation devouily to be wished.
It seems a pity that a o-rtain degree of
ridicule has been courted by the associa-
'i'm throuzh extravigant prophecies of a
Utopian future for the American drees-
making trade.
That the supremsoy of thke American

That isu't her official title. She l gown, as ropresented by the work of the

TEIS IS NOT BLUEBEARD BUT THE MANAGER.

i« down on the programme aa president
a1l chairman of the Committee on Foreign
Kelations, but those titles don't even faintly
expr #8 her,

A delegate from the Middle West told
Tug SvN reporter that the president and
¢hairman was “the whole shooting match,”
but that hardly seems possible. What
about the vice-presidents, whose names
fill one whole page of the official programme

and represent every State in the Union,

with a few Canadian delegatos
iu for good measure?
Aron, the secretary-treasurer,
Conger, the manager,
culation manager;
principal of the dress-cutti academy,
and all the rest of the noble army wlo
have their pictures in the programme-— ot
forgetting Theoplilus King of the flowing

thrown |
What ab-ut Mr. |
and Mr. |
Mr. White, the cii- |
Miss L. A. White, the |

mustache, who is labelled simply and elo- |

*The Dress nakers' Friena?”

Still” Migs Elizebeth White is the hub
around which the association revolves.
The figure isn't an apt one, for the plump,
wall-gowned young wor.an of the auburn
hair and the unquenchable euthusias

q wm‘y

doesn't stay in one place long enough to |

allow anything to revolve around ler.

She is practically ubiquitous. She knows |

Her smiles and her eaergy

every one. ‘ :
Neither does her voice. She

never flag.

could talk the honored Senator from Aia-
bama to a standstill, and would be found |
still talking whea the present Congress is I

but a vague memory and the (anal is in

working order.
Inc.dentaliy, she talks herl ocommon
sense much of the time. She it was who

" descended upon Paris and ghook the French

ateiders to their foundations

d kin
chre she intended making

by announcing that

America the ceatre of the dressmaking |

American modnis

world and importin
arisians how clothes

into Paris, to show
should be designed and made,

who organized -the association, and she

She it was |

it is who keeps things moving-—although |

there are others. ~

The daily journals have shown a lamen-
table leaning towaid frivolity in their re-
orts of the assoclation’s meetings. Possi-
sz men reporters are responsivle for the
at'itude. No mere man could even vaguely
omprehend the far reaching vital influ-
vnoe of this ‘l(h?ﬂhl.

What s it to a man that the gospel of
Jlirred skirt yokes should be presched
i Canadian fastnesses, that the strilzlt
rort corset should carry joy to Arkansas
1at Texas should know the pelerine colls,
«.d rejoice; that feminine petticoats should
fl.re and swish yoluminously over the
woodland trails of Maine, that even darkest

Hoboken should awake to the possibilities '

the high girdle?

Your purblind man sees only
fant i these revolutiopary moves.
wderstand a polit! al convention,
jean't grasp the idea that the cult of
ehifon is the world oult, that the wel -
dressed woman is the attractive woman
Lat the attractive woman is the jower
Iwhind wan's throne

When ‘ne dressmakers who have sat at
Mise White's feet and Leard the doctrine
- have studied the Parician  models
*on view 1o members only.® who have

reselnl
© Oan

—— e e

Lat ke |

associ tion is yet for away, is conclusively
p oved by a ermparisus of the American

own exhibit _at Maso lc Hall and the
exhib’tisn of French model gowns at the
aaco a2~ » heandon-rtorg on Fifth avenue.

o mparison will be & valuable object

!

|

| tremnendously

are most pumerous, she will
!‘I:;d grotps olf fuhl&nnlr)ly o‘m’;i ew thl"h

men giylog t roek ore whic
Podunk gJW&fhl admiration,

It {sn't quite fair, but it may be salutary,
and some of the frocks, cven those hailing
from out=n « hc=wvay places, would do eredit
to the New York dress:nakers, who, so far,
have held aloof,

There was a migity commetion over
many of the frookse before the exhibition
opened, Those gowns from far countries
stoutly refused, as a claes, to adapt them-
selves to New York dress dummies. The
cult of the new corsat has not vet been
thoroughly developed throughout the
length and breadth of the land, and the
models that were to teach New Yorkathing
or two catered to the old traditions of the
small waist and front curve.

The dummies wera up to date. Hence
the tears. and the holding back of a number
nir ei‘hilmn until figures could be altered to
i them. .

There they stand now, mute testimonials
to the need ¢f the association—excellent
“before taking" illustrations; but Miss
White intends that no one shall go away
from that convention without a proper
appreciation of the new corset and the
new figure, and the chanoes are that, within
the next month or two, there will be a whole-
sale and radical change in the feminine
form divine, from Maine to California, that
will cause lookers-on 10 rub their eyes and

roba.blz

| marvel exceedingly.

Tha corset demonstrations have been
popular, and it is a wonder-
ful and fearful thing to see Whice
mouml.n’ a stout, middle- woman into
a pair of highly ornamental blue and white
corsets of tne new style, while a hypnotized
audience of women with asso rne
stand on tiptoe to watch the operation
and a man with a weary voice goes to an

fro droning, like a Greck chorus.

“Ladies, you really mustn’t climb on the
dress platforms and walk over the skirts
of the models. Can't see? Well, I can't
help that. You reaily mustn't n.uss these
diesses, Ladies [this voice becoming tear-
full, do consider the models, ladies. M m,
wiil you please como off the train of that
white chilfon dress. Thousands of dollars
a~ being thrown away here, use you
a I8 will climb; look at that chiffon!
Ma lam, please come down.”

it's a more wonderful and a more fearful
«i zht tos wall the women convicted of curved
fronts, trying to staighten out after the
demonstration, and standing “‘upon the bal

of the foot with the knees sliff,” according’

to Miss White's prescription,

Wien Lo lecture 18 o, trere is a buzzin
crowd around the model frocks. ecac
woman armed with a notebook and pencil
and oconsolentiously filling the former
with hieroglyphs. It would be interesting
to sre the creations evulved from the
' ot & latar.

THE CORSET LADY.

lesson 0 the makers of the American
gowns, but it s coculated to .“d‘. the
promaters who ars pla.niag to bridge the
sbhyss a tired fesung
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Lpon the siage Mis White is explain-
g o an eager crowd just how her ex-
ocvvedingly ettractive frock s aade 1o
fourndation to st touch. Groups of wo-
oot are on their kieos tudying flouncos
and the fare.  Gthers wre unravelliog tia
cvstenes of collars, culls baleros, sasles

When & worran o stunning clotlee drifie
inte the hall, hoads turn to lur, cves ().
low her as though sutomatically movid
and there s hurrie!l mooumne to te oto-
uok:  Tre momt sl possessnd 0! sookety
eaders might falter Lefore the examing.

tion
Matiréo g Is cone in giggling and 4o
ot hyderical A few men watder for
lornly about sod Wonger in the pelghtr
hawod of the pwn congotod with the show,
w though eseer Tor protection
Oconslooelly, M umger Conger (p o
Wi the mage and dun-unf the wnin
.’ a o wmwont of bevdi s dreaaforins, b
s ke nanend  Bladesrd stivng e
doar e purted announors thet Mo X
Montg e wislaw Lo et Mew Y oA nl-l'lll-
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THE JANITOR GIVES HIS SIDB. |

DUTIES AND RELATIONS
WITH THEY TENANTS.

HIS

Responsible for Many Things In an Apart.
ment House—Why It Is Hard to Please
All the Tonants—Sources of Come
plaints Against Him--Experts Sa)y Janle
tors Are Improving Al the Time.

The janitor, sitting on the steps leading
from the sidewalk 10 the basement of the
honse whose management is in his charge,
looked eritically at the periodical which
exoures its existence by alleging that it
is witty. He seemed annoyed. He laid
the paper down, not gently.

“It makes mo tired, all this talk about |

“Every paper | see Is

are considered jokes
about f&nlton. don't see why they are
printad. They aren't true and they don't
tell the truth about janitors. e

imhom," he maid.
ull of what I sup)

“I've been a janitor for ten years.
still employed the agents for whom
I first worked. me of the tenanta have

been in houses I have run for ne
tenant changed tis home simply to follow
me from one apartment house (o another.
The best friends I have are among the ten-
ants. All this _talk about janitors being
robbers and ruffians is bosh.

The janitor smoked the offered cigar.
His good temper returned. Then he spoke

n.
“If you're not in a hurtgﬂtu 0 away
I'll tell you something about janitors.
When you've heard it you ma; 1ot take a,
much. atock in all this cheap talk as you do
now.

Then the janitor began, and here is part
of the many things he said during an hour's
lecture on the duties, responsibilities and
limitations of apartment house janitors:

“pven if it were possible to obtain a
complete census of the tenement houses
of .ﬂ kinds on the island of Manhattan,
it would be out of the question to estimate,
except in the roughest way, the number
of janitors who preside over their dos-
tiniee. With the great increase in the
number of apartiuent houses of various

grades durian!h(- past three decades, the |

posesibilities of this new trade have broad-

ened and

tive estimate to say that to-day there are

20,000 men whose time is given to the care |

of apartment houses, and five times that
number of persone whose livelihood de-
pends in whole or in part on this source
of revenue.

*From the caretaker of the transformed
dwelling house on Cherry Hill, rebuilt to
accominodate six or eight families, Lo the

well-dressed superintendent of a modern |
o o building covering a |

uptown apartment :
full city block, with a dozen stories and
180 familics, is & long step; but the duties

and responsibilities of the janitor in each |

are essentially the same. They differ

only in degree.

'*‘o do the work made neceasary by the
present mode of life in New York hundre
of mechanics of all trades Lave been with-
drawn from their original oocupationa,
in which they were nppmngxr«d. to earn
their living as janitors. 'The janitors
form an imporiant class in the community,

for their dutivs bring them into personal |

contact not only with the owners and
agents of the h\u{dinuu in which they serve,
but with the tenants, the tradespeople
end the city govermnent. get along
smoothly with all of them-—that is, most
of the ume.

*The auties of & janitor include every-
thing. Primarily he ix hired to represent
the owaer of the building in protecting
it and in keeping it up.

“He is responsible for the appearance
of the sidewalks about the house, con-
dition of the public nalls on all the floors,
the stairways, the fire escapes, the fire
extinguishing apperatus, the heating and
lighting plants within the house, the elec-
tric call bells from the vestibule to the
mﬂ.mcnu. the dumbwaiter, the aimhafts,

generally the whole of the building
not in the direct care of Lhe tenants.

*1f this were all that he had 1o look after
he would be a reasonably busy man. But,

| as & matter of fact, in addition to the duties

|

for which the owner pays hun, the janitor
1 the handy man and jack-or-all-trades
for every tenant ‘n the building, and he
must be an expert in every branch of
manual endeavor 1o be a sucoess.
“Soweties the janitor s the rent col-
lector for the owner. Always he is ihe
direct representative of the agents in ali
the disputes ti:at arise, not ouly belwecn
tenant and landiord but between tenant
and tenant. )
*1f there is any troublo of any descrip-
tion in an apartmeat nouse the janitor
is the handiest representalive o high
authority to whom appeal may be mace

P »oh Bah of the community in which from |

100 to 75 persons live, a New York jamtor
comas in fOr a8 much ALuse as the Secratary
of War at the end of a foreign campaign
“In all the newer apartment houses
there are dozens of labor-.aving devices
operated Ly steam, electricily and water
which are commit'ad completaly to the

care of the janitor. To run them econom-

| joally and to repair them when they are oul
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of order rejuires a pretty fair practical

know) of stoam, electric and hydraulic |

enrinesrin

*he ;.n‘mr must be aovle to repair the
wleotrio “elevator when it breaks down
and to tinker the pumps when they get out
of order Al of the bLig apartment houses,
praotically, are built so that their upgwr
storios are above the oty water level and
the vimeats on the upper floors  are
PR froan tanks on the roof

*drolen pamps nean bo water in the
wanks and llml means 4 geoernl and united
hawl from perhaps 30 jer cont  of the fan,
lliss Tenauts usunlly regard the janitor
I ot s & wWOrn sheiny , 8l lensl as & e
wsary ovil, and Bo eR tiees will they soomp
whewi the water o out off . Bo the janitor
Damides starting the punns sl the propes
time, must Le ghis 1o repair any hreak
tha' dinabios then, wnd thet }mmmnv

*The stoa n heating plant for sis months
of the yeut i snother souros of constant
work and wores to the paniter 1 b dutlew
and rowjeoneili it o ended wheo e wtoked
e e daid oot e up . he would be happy
Bt i b seven Boor Louse Wb three ajmr!
weile 1o eaed Bur there 8 & 8t least 100
raddiatons with all thetr td\;.:.d --.::u-
Lot Lo hampr I VLK OF —— tha
oy on pikgeen aied bt s Uetined van
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multiplied until it is a conserva- |

mytbowbolowlandoolbmumudu
can from the tenants by diplomaocy,
threats or opﬂ‘ :

“The cleauing of public halls and stair-
ways is never acoomp without trouble
for the janitor, Scrubwomen leave
of water in the dark corners, in which
fomini:e garments soak as t} ey swish alon,
the hall. That means trouble for the jani-

tor.

“Marble staii ways or light tiled floorings
show every spot and speck of dirt." Ten-
ants, many times themsclves responsible
for unneoessary mues and dirt, are quick
and loud in their complainta to the janitor
or to the agents,

“It is not of record that any apartment
house halls were ever washed too often
but janitors believe that if they were cleaned
daily tenants would declare that malaria
resulted from the continual dampnees and
! that trouble would result,
| *“The Fire Department keeps an eyo on
the fire-escapes. Obstructions on the land-
ings or, laddere—favorite places for sery
vanta to put buckets and boxes and waste
of all kinds—mean an official complaint
agdinst the janitorand trouble all around.

S Street (‘lumnp Department oalls
for the garbage and thte ul';m. The i-
tor must have them ready. The luckless
tenant who reglects the warning dumt-
waiter's whistle must warchouse the day's
waste until the next call. He blames the
jaritor.

“If for any reason the polios have busi-
ness in the building the janiior is called
on as their go-between. { means more
encmies for him if he offends the tenants,
but if he offends the police constant trouble
due to reporta of infractions of obscure and

nrgotten city ordinances and consequent
o nplaints is his lot.

“the dumbwaiter and its travelling
shelvea carry a good deal more than the
tangible p‘okvn that ride up and down
upon them. Most of it is trouble for the
janitor or the tenant.

*Grroceried, meais, provieions of all kinds
and most of the household purchases g

garbage po down, on the dumbwaite!
servants, the root of mauy troubles, row
with janitors through the shaft. De-
| very boye whistle through tie tube and
vawl names through it. eads of familles
.-1rufgle with the lceman through the same
medium

‘Janitors generally are accused of laying
wll or. all goods thet pass through their
iands to the waiter. Tenants declare that
Janitors get the cream off the milk, two
chops out of Aix, & quart in every ’:eck of
potatoes, ard three t,q s out of each dozen
hat are delivered. e janitors retaliate
oy declaring that the average flat dweller
has no conscience when it comes to stealing
. goods in transit. The thefts which are laid

« the janitor's door are really the acts o)
dishonest tenants.

“Janitors are called on by tenante to do
l sort of odd jobs. They must mend the

leetric bells in the apartments, tinker the
| ges pipes aud make the steam valves work .
1 hey are called on to repair broken windows,
jo an odd job of painting, lay a tile and
| paper a room.

“If the ‘party’'~‘party’ is the fina) insul'
one flat dweller can Jmt on another—ol
the fifth fells down and smashes the oeiling
of the fourith, the janitor not only haa t-

repair the damage, but he is usually called
on to prevent armed hotilities Ebetween
Mr. Fourth Floor and Mr. Fifth Floor.

Jsually the janitor isn't any hwekier thar
peacemakers generally are, and both
Lolents unite to dencu e him. If a janitor
# not a diplomat as well as a skilled artisan
ae is a fatlure,

“Janitors are recruited from all occupa-
tions in life. Many houses are in charge
of enfinoors and firemen regularly em-
ployed, who find time after their regular
duties to artend to the wants of the build-
ings in which they live. Many motormen
and guards on the elevatad railroads and
motormen of the atreet railroads get their
reat free by acting as janitors of apartment

houses, their wives attending to the light
work and the scrubbing cleaning
while the husbands are away, The heavier

|
|
|
| work is done by the husbands during their
hours at home.
“In houses where such an arrangement
obta.ns, the janitor receives very low pay,
if any. The larger and more expensive
houses require the constant presence of the
janitor. hese men receive their rent
| free and wages running from $§ a week
up. Many janitors get $15 a week and their
rent

“The superintendent-janitors of the great
apartinent housee receive higher pay. In
many cases they are the renting agents of
I the bullding and have staffs under them
to do the actual manual labor

*Some janitors add to their income by
commissiops from the tradespeople in the
neighborhood.  Of course, the tenants pay
this in the end. Tradespeople say xn.ll
the commission which they pay to janitors
for turning t their way is Asme
they pav to servants in private houses for
the sgine services

“Ihe wexperienced tenant who tries t
buy his milk or newspaper from a dealer
ther then the ore recommended by thw
janitor hes a pretty rough experience,
The milk will be lost or delayed and 1w
naper will disappear entirely or elen arrive
wo torn or solled as to Yo unreadable. Tls
onant Llanws the
mally Ve is not to biame, for the goode
are delivered frregularly and can’t get
muech caie

*Fxpererced flet dwellers vecally sk
| the Janitor's as stanoe in selecting  iommen
milkmen ard the like and thus virtuslly

st to the commission svetem.  Thel

eoinin ovst Lo more e they would i
bhoueht froen st wer wodces end are of ss |

vood quality. 1 don't sce wny harm in this
u)‘u""h

1w the opitdon of eal entate men thai

the tworwithn of New York ot have
| produced 8 Letie fot of janitors t the
commmwt 1y his over known lefore. The

L real setote Lrma whose business oo -
wints  priccipeliy a0 rerting  apertinents
an the upter Wt Kde say that the jom.
tore ate amprovi g i character ard abiliny

S 10

ey cnpeet ther whan the sitvation
, wrwdioted by ol Naring comes (o
[ wnd Mepwittan Island sl alidied ouly

by vl nsiren and  Jeritomn the janitomns
i L o | e bwrs of Che oommn arity *

e Wit weled pud wont baok
woke the e A the terview anded, o
teniat who had lnterod o te ond of the
Cant o ermation welked swar

WL thet w coamee the  Jaltaie
will b the petther s e © by said
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