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New Antil-Trust Legislation in Mass=-
achusetts,

The short history of the anti-trust or
anti-combination bill recently perfected
and beaten in the Massachusetts Legis-
lature is another lesson to the hunters of
industry who would find a gun to hit their
antagonists and miss thermselves, even
though they be standing side by side and
on all fours.

The “ Coal Commmittee,” a creation,
we believe, of the excitement caused by
the anthracite strike, had made a bill,
described as the most drastic ever born
in Massachusetts, forbidding any person,
firm or corporation to influence another
in the pricing or selling or distribution
of any article, under peaalty of fine or
imprisonment or both, The Attorney-
General, PARKER, had seen that it was
put in proper legal shape. The Boston
Chamber of Commerce, burdened as it
was with its president, moved, in common
with other business bodies, to oppose the
bill; but nothing could stop it until the
farmers came to understand it, and then
it was amended so as to “ exempt agri-
cultural products and livestock while
in the hands of the producer or raiser,”
and, of course, all connected therewith.

That, of course, ended it. The bill
was then seen to be unconstitutional,
under the decision of the Supreme Court
that its discriminating prototype, the
Illinois Anti-Trust law, was unconstitu-
tional, and on Tuesday the House struck
out the enaoting clause.

When the gander wha would give

.gauce to the goose i required to take

some himself, he often throws the whole
boat away.

Prospects of the Irish Land Purchase
Bill.

It is still a question whether the dis-
clogures of grave differences of opinion in
the Balfour Cabinet concerning the ex-
pediency of introducing a protectionist
and preferential tariff will not cause
Parliament to be dissolved before the
Irish Land Purchase bill becomes a law.
The measure has passed the second
reading, and has now reached the com-
mittee stage. From certain declarations
made by the Prime Minister and by Mr.
WYNDHAM, the Chief Secretary to the
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, there seems
to be grdund for the belief that such con-
cessions will be made to the Nationalist
members as will assure the passage of the
bill in a form acceptable to Ireland.

In the debate on the second reading,
Mr. JouN'E. REDMOND, Parliamentary
leader of the Nationalist party, indicated
the scope and nature of the amendments
which, in his opinion, the bill requires.
He pointed out, in the first place, that the
fixing of a minimum buying price was
out of place in a voluntary measure, and
would cause great difficulty to tenants of
poor lands which did not fall within the
range of activity of the Congested Dis-
tricts Board. He also directed atten-
tion to the fact that, if the bonus payable
from the Imperal Exchequer were to be
distributed as the bill proposed, among
the landlords in inverse ratio to the
amount of the purchase money, the great
estates would be kept out of the market.
Desiring to avert such a result, the Irish
party advised a uniform bonus all roungd
of 15 per cent. Mr. REDMOND further
insisted that evicted tenants must not be
excluded from the benefits of the bhill.
He also condemned an inconsistent
feature of the measure, which, while
leaving it optional with all landlords to
sell, provides that, where three-fourths
of the tenants of a given estate agree to
purchase, the remaining fourth shall be
compelled to buy. He contended, lastly,
that the powers of the Congested Dis-
tricts Board must be largely increased,
either by an amendment of the bill or by
a separate measure, for a land bill which
did not settle the Connaught question
would not be worthy of the name. We
have pointed out that in parts of Con-
naught the land is 8o poor that it is prac-
tically impossible for tenants to pay any
rent at all, and it would, consequently, he
impossible for them to purchase,

Mr. BALFOUR, replying to objections
raised against the bill, declared that,
in view of the punctual payment of in-
stallments since the first practical meas-
ure of land purchase was passed bv the
Conservatives in 1885, there could be no
cause for any gloomy forebodings as to
the risk to be placed upon the British
taxpayers. The new Land Purchase
project, comprehengive though it was,
involved no danger to British credit.
Neither, he said, could the Irish Land
question be considered purely local. On
the contrary, it was a question of im-
perial magnitude. Turning to the press-
ing need of a solution,of the problem at
this time, he reminded his auditors that
Irish land was at present not market-
able, for nobody would buy a commodity
the value of which was settled, not by
the free play of supply and demand, but
by three Judges and Land Commissioners
who could never give a verdict with
which either party would be content.

The fact was also recalled that in Irelind

the landlords did not contribute a shilli;

toward the cultivation of the land. Moro-
over, the land was burdened with an
irksome weight of litigation. Under all
the circumstances, the solution of the

Irish land question proposed by the bill

before the House was indinpenss;hlo. Mr.

BALFOUR indulged in no illusions, he said,

as to the political effect of the measure.

He reaognized that emotions which are

the outoome of bitter traditions handed
down for generations are not easy to
{ blot out. They leave great bitterness

Ihnz after the causes which have pro-
4ol them are extinet. There could be

i, greater mistake, however, than to
| assume that loyalty would be promoted,
| and the Union of the British Isles per-
! fected, by keeping up in Ireland any-
thing in the nature of the intolerable
and absurd land system which now pre-
vails there.

To Mr. JoHN MORLEY'S request that
the Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieuten-
ant would tell the Houss precisely what
position he intended to take up in regard
to the emendations of the bill proposed
by the Irish Nationalists, Mr. WYNDHAM
declared his readiness to discuss in com-
mittce all the points raised in the Nation-
alist amendments. He admitted that
the House must deal adequately with
congestion in Ireland, and must take
precautions to avoid in future the delay
and the cost which have attached to
judicial or quasi-judicial procedure.
At the same time, heed must be paid to
the obligations, whether of cash or of
eredit, which are placed upon the general
taxpayers. He did not pretend that the
bill for which he was responsible had in
every case arrived at an ideal solution.
On the contrary, he promised, “ hon-
estly and candidly, and without a res-
ervation of any kind or description,”
that he would discuss the first clause
(to which most of the objections have
been raised) with members representing
all interesis, and without any predeter-
mination of passing the bill in its present
shape.

The auguries are favorable for such a
maodification of the Land Purchase bill
as will make it satisfactory to the Irish
people, provided, as we have said, no
radical reconstruction of the present
Cabinet takes place,

Runcle's Statements About
Gen. Woorl.

The New York Tribune recognizes the
gravity of the statements which we have
been reporting Major JAMES 5. RUNCIE
as having made during the past two
years with regard to Gen, LEONARD
Wooi*s participation in the attack on
Gen. Brook® in the North American Re-
view. Our neighbor now returns to the
subject, remarking with truth and force:
It Is unques

Major

“This 18 A most serfous charge.
tionably true that f Gen. Woop participated In
the RuNcin attack and then denied his share in it
he should be ecourt-martizlled. 1f Major RUNCIE
has been bearing false witness against Gen. Woop
he shonld be punished. I[f any third party has
been circulating injurions libels about either he
should be exposed. The truth about this affalr
should be made known.”

This does not put the case too strongly.
The truth should be made known, and it
is not a matter for newspaper trial, but
for investigation by a competent tribu-
nal, with power to compel testimony.

The truth would probably have been
made known two vears and more ago if
Gen. BROOKE'S proper and reasonable
demand for the court-martialling of
Major RUNCIE, as the responsible author
of the article in the North American Re-
view, had been granted by the War De-
partment, or by Gen. WooD, to whom,
at Havana, the matter was referred from
Washington. Gen. Woob made some
sort of an explanation, which must be
of record in the Department, and Major
RUNCIE'S military offence went unin-
vestigated and unpunished.

Being an officer on the retired list of
the Regular establishment, Major RUN-
CIE is still within the jurisdiction of the
Department and amenable now, as then,
tomilitary discipline. Heis justas much
subject to military trial now for having
libelled Gen. Woob in private communi-
cations to various persons, as he was then
for having attacked Gen. BROOKE in a
publighed article to which his name was
signed.

At this stage, of courge, two separate
questions are involved. The first is
whether it is true that Major RUNCIE
has made the statements which have
been impyted to him concerning Gen.
Woon's insdative in the preparation of
the article attacking Woop's superior,
BROOKE, and subsequent evasion of re-
sponsibiity for his part. That being
triue, the second question is whether
Major RUNCIE, in those statements, has
told facts or falsehoods.

As to the question first in order, our
neighbor the Tribune said yesterday:

“TRE SUN stands to day as the responsible author
of the charge that Major RUNCIE accuses Gen.
Woop of complicity In his offence, and {ts manifest
duty is to publish evidence to support that state-
ment or withdraw it."

For clearness, we here repeat the
statement to which the T'ribune refers.
It was made in THE SUN of Tuesday last,
June 2:

“The substance of statements which we have
reason to belleve have been made by Major RUN-
CIE to various pus(;n‘s atdifferent times, all of them
earlier In date than the so-called ‘withdrawal of
the charge' by the Evening ’ost last month, Is that
he, Major RUNCIE, then Gen. WOOD'R closest friend
and unofMcial counselior and leral stecrer at Santl-
ago. prepared the article attacking Gen. HROOKR
at Gen. WooD's request; that Woop had told RUN-
‘CIE it was highly desirable to get DROOKE out of
the tsland as soon as possible; that RUNCIR, Ilke-
wise in good faith believing that BROOKE ought
to be ousted, wrote the attack at thic speelal sug-
gestton of WooD and instrusted the manuseript
to a person whom RUNCIE had never seen before
and never saw thereafter, this person bdbeing at
that time and for that purpose brought to him and
introduced hy Woob: that NUNCIE'S  understand-
Ing was that Lls name was not 1o appear in con
nectlon with the matter he had nrepared 2t Woon's
request; that when the artiele was published with

his name anud Gen, Nrooge Ind!gnantly demanded
that RUNCIE be court-martialled, the demand was,
by President McKINLEY'S direction,
Woon at Havana, who reported back to Washing-
ton that his understanding was that while RUN-
C1E had written the attack, the author had not
Intended 1\ to be published as an articie, but had
given It (o a [riend of hiy (RUNCIE'S) to be used
as the basis of cditorial comment In some news-
paper: and that thls attempted eveslon by Woon
of hls own Inltlal responsibility for the article In
the North \merican Review was a shock to RUKCIR,
a practical betrayal of kim by a friend whom he

referred to

Hod trusted imaplicitly, and the oceasion of the
Lreak in the close relations previey ! cxisting
| between them
|
I One of onr reasons for believing that

Major RUNCIE has given the foregoing
account of the origin of the North Ameri-
can Review article is this:

We hold the signed declaration of more
than one reputable and responsible wit-
ness to the fact that Major RUNCIE has

I

to each of them stated at various times
during the past two years that he wrote
the article at Gen. Woop's request and
that Woop knew its contents. If the
investigation of the truth is to be con-
ducted exclusively by newspaper trial,
our neighbor the Tribune, participating
prominently in the inquiry, we shall
gladly communicate to it and to the pub-
lic the names and exact terms of the
statoments of these witnesses, If, on
the other hand, the demand of Gen.
BROOKE for satisfaction is at last to meet
with a response in the shape of an official
inquiry under the regular forms of pro-
cedure, we are prepared to furnish the
names at the right time to the investi-
gating authorities.

A second reason for the belief which
the Tribune properly challenges is the
circumstance that we have seen the
statement in Major RUNCIE'S own hand-
writing, written in personal correspond-
ence prior to the Evening Post's publica-
tion in regard to the supposed interlinea-
tions, and not intended for publication.
The aforesaid statement in Major RUN-
CIE'S own hand was that he, RUNCIE,
wrote the article at Woop's request, for
a man whom RUNCIE never saw till Woon
brought him to him for the purpose, and
has never seen since; and that when
BroOKE'S demand for a court-martial of
the author was referred to the Military
Governor at Havana, Woop thereupon
stated to Washington that his under-
standing was that while RUNCIE had
written the attack he had not intended
it to be published as an article, but had
given it to a friend of his [RUNCIE'S] to
ba uged as the bagis of editorial comment
in some newspaper.

This is what Major RUNCIE himself has
written.

Hygziene of the Automobile,

Some medical authorities hold that the
automobilist who allows his desire for
gpeed to render him oblivious of all
danger suffers from a delirious intoxi-
cation similar to that produced by the
use of morphine. Drivers of this sort,
says Dr. HACHET-SOUPLET, for example,
“develop characteristics which are for-
eign to them when in the normal state,
such as boastfulness, combativeness,
crabbedness, mischievousness and ha-
tred.” In other words, they possess
what may be called a speed mania.

It has also been alleged that to the
use of the automobile may be traced
deafness, bronchial troubles and certain
forms of catarrh, and that the faster
one travels the more likely he will be
to fall a victim to one or all of these
afflictions. The “ automobile squint " is
gsaid to come from constantly looking
ahead for objects in the road when mov-
ing rapidly, and several cases of this
ailment have been treated in Europe.

On the other side of the question
were heard, not long ago, fome very in-
teresting views from Baron HENRI DE
RotuscHILD, In an address to the
members of the Automobile Club of
Great Britain and Ireland, Baron RoTH-
SCHILD spoke in high terms of the auto-
mobile as an agent of health. He
pointed out that numerous cases of
nervous debility known as neurasthenia
had been “entirely cured by motor car
rides at regular and frequent intervals.”
Certain forms of hypochondria, also,
had been treated ruccessfully in the
same way, the fresh air having accom-
plished the desired result. “ With seven
hours of sleep daily,” said he, “ a person
may motor for two hours in the morn-
ing and three hours in the afternoon
with pleasure and advantage to health.”
He recommends, however, that the
gpeed should not exceed thirty miles
an hour, if this rule is followed.

Baron ROTHSCHILD admits that “ an
excess of automobilism may cause nerv-
ous troubles, due to long continued
vibration, with their usual consequences
of insomnia, fever and defective blood
circulation.” He regards record-break-
ing as a sport by itself, which should not
be confused with the ordinary pastime,
The former “ is the recreation of sound
men who can stand almost anything,”
and is unsafe for persons of the average
strength, not to mention those of in-
ferior powers.

Taken as a whole, the opinion of Baron
ROTHSCHILD coincides with that ex-
pressed some months ago by the great
surgeon, Sir HENRY THOMPSON, in his
book, “ Motor Carg and Health.” As to
vibration, however, Sir HENRY holds
that the * easy jolting " experienced
when riding at a high rate of speed has
much the same effect as does horseback
riding. Much of the benefit to auto-
mobilists of a nervous temperament, he
declares, is produced by the air blowing
on the face, The nerves of the face
are acted upon with beneficial results.
“ Furthermore,” says this authority,“ the
action of the air on the face and the
continual inspiration of fresh air tend
to promnte sleep.” He believes that
the automobile assists materially in pre-
venting intomnia.

It is possible to rob any sort of outdoor
exercise of its beneficial effects by over-
doing it, and automobiling is no excep-
tion to the rule. While scorching is bad
for all concerned, “ motoring " with
prudence and in moderation i8 un-
doubtediy healthful.

A Trackless Trolley Line.

It was reported some months ago that
the experiment of running trolley cars
without rails was soon to be made in
Germany, and now it appears that a
trackless trolley line is in full operation
near Dresden. The term * cars " aas
applied to the vehicles employed on this
system is somewhat misleading, inas-
much as they bear little resemblance
to what are commonly known as trolley
cars. The trackless trolley vehicle may
be of aulmost any shape, so long as it is
adapted for use on ordinary highways.
Among the vehicles built for this sys-
tem are omnibuses, large open motor
carriages and spacious flat trailers, the
l;w.;r being  designed to carry mer-
chandise of all sorts.

The chief advantage claimed for the
traclless syatein over other trolley sys-
tems is to be found in the economy with
which it may be constructed and oper-
ated. The saving of the expense of
laying tracks and keeping them in re-
pair is obviously great, and the cost of
the cars required is very much less than
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the cost of trolley cars made to run on
rails. The trackless cars may be used
all the year round simply by changing
the wheels in winter.

In constructing a line of this gort the
wire is strung overhead, a8 in the case
of a track system, and is usually sup-
ported by arms projecting from poles.
From each car, or, if there are several
cars ooupled, from the first car, a pole
extends upward, and on the end of it
is a wheel which runs along the wire in
the ordinary fashion. This trolley pole
is supported in such a way as to allow
the cars to travel from one side of the
road to the other, so that a train may
always keep to the right, as the law re-
quires, no matter which way it is going.
If, however, it happens to be on the
wrong side of the road when it meets
another vehiole, it can easily turn aside.
In order for one train to pass another,
going in either direction, it is only neces-
sary to swing the trolley pole around
and readjust it on the wire.

These trolley trains are of two kinds,
freight trains and passenger trains.
The average speed of the latter is from
nine to twelve miles an hour, while the
speed of the freight trains is from three
to six miles an hour. The fare for
passengers is a little less than two oents
a mile, and the charge for freight is
about six cents a mile per ton.

The Rainmakers.

The gods took the cover off the rain-
bowls for a little while Saturday night
and Sunday morning, but this overflow
meeting wasn't big enough. If the cows
of heaven, to speak in Vedic phrase, will
not “ give up,” why, they must be milked
by magic arts. The State of New York
stretches entreating hands toward the
modern Cloud-Compeller, Prof. CARL E.
MYERS of the Government balloon farm
in Herkimer county. Prof. MYERS
lances the clouds with balloon bombs.
Horrendous concussion and repercussion
follow and cataracts of rain may be
looked for “ about this time, ” as the alma-
nacs say. Prof. MYERS has operated
successfully on Texas clouds and made
the water gush forth over the dryest
counties. Now he has been asked to
put out the Adirondack fires. From the
top of Smith Mountain he surveys the
world. So Zrus looked from the skyey
top of old Olympus. So Op1N from his
lid-shelf or private window.

We are inclined to think that the cows
will decide to be milked before the Cloud-
Compeller gets his balloon half full.
We have no patience with the scoffers
who assert that rainmakers never come
to save a thirsty land until after it has
been boiled and baked for months, and
rain is sure to fall whether they tap the
firmament or not. We venerate science,
the modern magic, and magic, the primi-
tive science; and the ancient and noble
profession of rainmaking is dear to our
heart of heart. Intwenty,in a hundred,
African villages this very day,qperhaps,
the rainmakers are pounding and splagh-
ing. If the clouds continue to be miserly,
gome sorcerer in some neighboring vil-
lage has bewitched and bedevilled them.
Find the rascal and open him; and then
the windows of heaven will open. If the
rain still refuses to drop, swat the rain-
maker. Another martyr of gcience.
Fortunately it will rain if people will
only wait long enough, and post hoc,
ergo propter hoe, is the universal logic.
The rainmaker is usually justified by
results and sleek with prosperity.

There are lakes, rivers and brooks,
hard to find nowadays, into which you
have only to drop a stone and rain, thun-
der and lightning leap from the sky.
But this is an unsociable fashion. The
art of communal rainmaking is more
cheerful, and just as satisfactory. Ac-
cording to an old (German recipe, the
villagers undress a little girl, clothe her
with grasses, twigs and rushes and set
her to plucking henbane with the little
finger of her right hand. When she
plucks the henbane, it must be tied to the
little toe of her right foot. Then she
passes through the village and at every
household a bucket of water is doused
over her. Water brings water. Likae
produces like, or science and magic are
humbugs.

In Servia and Greece even now sub-
stantially the same ceremony is prac-
tised, although the myaterions detail of
the henbane is omitted. The girl in her
suit of natural green makes the cireuit.
Is she the Spirit of Vegetation? Is she
the representative and image of that
greenness which the rain is asked to
give? Anyway, she sings from housa to
house while her comnrades dance in a ring
around her; and bucketful after bucket-
ful thrown over her reminds the supernal
water department of its duty. These
processions may not be so effective a3
Government balloons, but they are much
cheaper and more neighborly.

To our mind, however, the custom of
Barenton is best. The Gazetieer that can-
not lie puts Barenton in the department
of Manche. But Barenton is more con-
genially situated “ in the forest of Bre-
zeliande,” presumably that enchanted
wood of Broceliande, where old man
MERLIN, imprisoned in an airy -circle
by ViviEN the Fay, gave rise to the ex-
pression, “ There is no fool like an old
fool.” When the Barentonians need
rain, they have, or used to have, a solemn
procession, the clergy in their robes,
bell-ringing and chanting. They go
to the old fountain of Barenton and
there the Mayor doffs a ehoe and puts
his foot crosswise in the water; and down
plumps the rain,

We are far from implying that Mayor
Low has a habit of “ putting his foot in
it "; but magic i8 magic and science is
science, and the town needs more rain
and there is a fountain in the City Hall
Park, and the Mayor of New York might
imitate even so humble an official as the
Mayor of Barenton.

Mr. WiLLIaAM JENNINGS BRYAN has ideas
of his own, and many of them are likely to
continue to be his own. His latest opinion
is that it is wrong for educational institu-
tions to accept money from * trust mag-
nates,” such a8 Mr. ROCKEPELLER. Now,
if Mr. BRYAN had ever taken the troubla
to read the gatires of JUVENAL he would
have found in the fourteenth satire these
suggestive words:

* Laent bonus est odor ex re
Qualibet.”

Literally, that means, * The smell of gain

is good from anything.” The educational

p————eeeee s, ]

institutions need the money, and they
ought to get it. Whehoe can they get it
more readily than from those who have it
to spare? Mr. BRYAN believes that those
whom he calls “ trust magnates " have more
money than they should have. How does
he think they can dispose of it better than
by giving it to schools and colleges ?
TS —e— SRS

THE IRISH LAND BILL.

Amendments of Detalls Suggested by a
Veteran.

To tae Epiror or THE BuN—Sir: From
my political hermitage I write on the Irish
Land bill. Preliminary remarks seem to
me hecessary. The Demon of Discord is
busy. So they say. In my complate pecliy-
slon, Isolated as 1 have been for the past
twelve vears from all Irish organizationa, I
know nothing of the cause or causes of this
discord. Ido not want to know. I loathe it.

But, as that spirlt is unquestionably from
hell, I invite all, both clergy and laity, to join
In saying, “The Cross of Jesus Christ batween
us!” and that evil spirit which has been the
curse of Ireland since the days of Strongbow.

The question is, Shall we assist Ireland or
not? To assist Ireland is to help her in at-
taining her own object. It is the act of an
enemy of Ireland to do anvthing to prevent
or impede the attainment of what the Irish
peopla want for themselves, Ireland, alone,
{8 competent to be the judge of her own

wants,

What does Ireland want? How do we
know what Ireland wamts? Ireland wants
the Land bill passed now, with such amend-
ments as can be secured in her own interest.
Wo know that Ireland wants this Land bill
pasead now, by the vote of 2,000 to 7, at ﬁzg
national conventiop, elacted by the Ir
people_recently held in Dublin.

As 1 advocated peasant proprlatfrahlp
twenty vears ago, and published some letter:
in the Dublin Freeman at the suggestion
Charles 8. Parnell, which Archbishop Croke
afterward approved as “sound and sensible
in his letter to me, it doer not seem prnumﬁ;
tion for me to suggest amendments now wi
sincere respect for those who have ghe matter
in charge.

First, the maximum gurchase money should
not excead twenty-eight vears,

Sacondly, the oconvavances should be (1)
to the tenant, thirteen-fourteenths of the
interest in the land for ever: (2) to the County
Councll, of the county in which the land 18
situated, one-fourteenth for ever. The ten-
ant and the County Council thus become
oint purchasers. The tenant to pay to the

rlt.inl’x‘ Government a terminable annujty on
thirteen-fourteenths, and to pay to the County
Council a perpetual annuity on one-four-
teenth, which perpetual annuity, then, in-
atead of being a quit rent or Crown rent,
would be an Irigh county rent. The County
Council should then pay to the British Gov-
ernment & terminable nnnult}' as a war in-
demnity on one-fourteenth of the purchase
money, as joint purchaser with the tenant.

Assuming, then, a rent of $100 at twenty-
eight years' purchase, the price would be
$2,800;  and thirteen-fourteenths wou
$2.000. on which the tenant should not pay
more than 3 per cent., or $78 per annum, an
immediate reduction to him of 22 per cent.
The County Council, as purchaser of one-
fourtaenth, would pay $6 per annum, these
total paymente making a reduction of 18 per
cent. instead of 10 per cent, A8 now proposed.

For many a generation, even for centuries
Irish patriota have longed that the might
gae this day -the people rooted in the soll.
This =lorious result can be attained by unit-
inz now for G and Ireland.

MicHAEL CORCORAN.

BroogrLYN, June 6.

What Is the Trouble There ?

To TR EDITOR o THE BunN—Sir: Here
e a clipping from Willlam J. Bryan's Com-
moner of June 5:

Hundreds of women and children have been
sold for $2 cach In Kwangs!, China, by their starv-
ing husbands and fathers, according to & report
on the famime, which report has recently been
made to the State Department by United States
Consul McWade at Canton. The Washinglon cor-
respondent for the St. Louls Republic presents an
abstract of this report showing that Mr. McWade
says that unless the rice erops for July, August
and September are plentiful, the distress now
slightly alleviated by American miasionaries and
others will continue. Consul McWade says: “Rell-
able Information from American missionaries and
native sources has come to me from Kwang-piog,
Wuchow and other places in Kwangsi, that the
destitution and consequent suffering in certain
paris were appaliing, and that ln shelr desperate
condition the heads of families weye selling ohtl-
dren and women for from §3 to §6. Oné missionary
says the famine is incressing and thousands are
anffering and that it is very sad to sce the thin,
sallow creatures steadlly dying. She says boys,
girlz and women are eold for $2, $3, 83, $8 and $10,
and that there are so many offered that it is difi-
oult to find purchasers. From Ping-Nan to Nan-
ning. a distance of 300 miles, there has been no crop
for three seasons. Well-to-do people have become
poverty -strioken, and househdld goods, farming
|mplements and clothing have all beea sacorificed.”

What is the trouble?

lLack of irrigation?

Overpopulation?

Drought?

Lack of “meat” food?

Tack of alcohol?

Lack of other stimulants?

Lack of a robust religlon?

Lack of rallrosds?

Lack of sturdy, yes, turbulent politice—
aven ward politics?

Lack of substantial currenocy?

Lack of Pride of Life?

Lack of commercial and social rivalry?

Finally, is there anything in this situation
vhich could not be remedied by anything
but olam-ghell—sixteen-to-one meney? E.

NEW YORR, June 6.

“Pr. Nagill and the Body of Richard Smith.”

To TRE EDITOR OF THE SUN—~Sir. The leMer of
C. Klodusky, published in Tax Stx of June € under
1he ahove heading. la founded on such glaring mis-
atatements of facts as to make the correction thereof
a dunty.

First—The Rev. G. F. Magill (who. by the way, Is
not a doctor), the rector of the Church of the Holy
Innocents, Hoboken, did not “refuse to allow the
body of Richard Smith to be taken to his chureh,”
hut on the contrary urged that the burial service
be held there,

Serond ~The clergy of the parish not only did not
1a!l “tovisit and console the parents of the deceased,”
but, during his {llness, they visited and ministered
to the boy, a devoted and falthful choriater.

Third—The fact that the body of a communicant
of the parish whom its clergy had brought into the
church and who, as far A3 man can judge, had died
steadfast in the faith, blessed In the hope of ever-
lasting life and at peace with all men, should have
been buried as it was, In a cause of grief to all of us,
and not least of all to the rector.

Fourth—It Is {0 he remarked that Richard Smith's
famnlly are not members of the parish; they are
Methodists. Thelir Insistence on conditions that

involved a violation of duty to the pariah and fhe
Church rendered apy other deeislon than the one
criticised Impossible. Of this sad necessity the
agrecment of the rector and his people may be
taken as better evidence than the opl qn‘of out-

THE RETURN OF REGULUS, THE
PUMPMAN.

The palaces and domeés of Gotham were
burning with the splendors of noon. Thé
blue waves of her harbor were rolling and
gléaming in the gorgeous sunlight. An
dttentive ear could catch a Low murmaur,
coming from the centre of the city, which
soundéd like the moaning of the wind be-
fore the tempest. And well indeed it might.
The whole people of Gotham, joyous, en-
raptured by the news that Regulus had been
raturned for Mayor, had poured a mighty
tide into the great square before the Hoff-
man House.

There were mothers in that crowd whose
sons were pining in the distant dungeons
of Oseining, sent thither by the dastardly
minions of investigation; fathers, whose
fattening jobs had shrunk to nothing; gray-
haired men and matrons, whose graft had
gone sut into the utter darkness of an im-
penetrable past. And with one voice,
shouting and jeering, the vast throng gave
vent to the rage, the hate, the anguish of
long years.

Calm and unmoved as the asphalt pave
below him stood Regulus, the Pumpman.
He stretched forth his arm over that surg-
ing crowd with a gesture as imperious as
though he stood at the head of his old brass-
buttoned cohorts. Before that silent com-
mand the tumult ceased. The half-uttered
execration died upon the lip, and the clank
of the Pumpman’s brazen confidence smote
sharp on every ear as he thus addressed
them:

*Youse guys thought them fellers down
in Fourteenth street was goin' to do you
out o' your rights, but while old Regulus
is in the game, them stuffs isn't one, two,
three. Down an' out is what's the matter
with them an’ they'll eat sawdust instead o’
gettin’ fat on murphies. [Cheers.] They
gaid I couldn't doit, but I did, an’ now 1 ain't
got no hard feelin's fur 'em, but I'm real
sorry they got to be disappointed. Now,
touchin’ on an' appertainin’' to all them
things what I said to you before election,
do you think I'm goin' back on my word?
(Cries of “No, No!") Right. 1ain't no tin-
plated reformer. There ain't no taint o’
that sort on me. I'm a man o' the people,
an’ you an' me, we're the people. [Cheers.]
You all know my platform. Home rule to
run things our 6wn way, munioipal owner-
ship o' everything on earth, workin' o’ city
utilities for all they're worth, a liberal form
o gov'ment, what lets every man make as
much out of it as he can, proper construc-
tion on the laws so's they don't cut any ice
ag'in any honest business that puts up the
coin for the push, an’ no college gentleman's
plug hat monkey business. 1 stood fer
them things afore 1 was returned and I
stand fer 'em now. So turn on the steam
an’ let 'er go.*

8o saying, Regulus pressed an electrio
button whioh was by his side and the era
of political freedom began. All the side
doors fell off their hinges and left not a
screen behind. Ferryboats clanked to
their bridges and landed long proocessions
of dignified graybeards, whose eyes were
moist with joy at the homecoming, and
who hastened to dear old Park Row and
seized the telephones with trembling hands.
Trains from the northward brought other
venerable-looking men, who hastened to
long-darkened homee near Forty-second
street, lit the lights and started the ball
spinning.

The old battered piers along the river
fronts were transformed into recreation
resorts. On each one a brass band blared
and a pipe line poured forth inexhaustible
beer. Free exctursion boats ran up the
river from each piér, and barbeoues went
on in every square. The police all over the
city unbuttoned their coats and smiled rapt-
urously. The Civ{l S8arvice Commissioners
left town by special train, bound for the
tracklesa depths of the Adirondack foreets.
Columbia University abolished its political
department as an utter failure, and the va-
rlous rooms of the Citizena’ Unfon hung out
signs, “To let for an indefinite period.” All
the baseball clubs inthe county abandoned
thelr grounds and started games in the
streets. The millennium promised by the
great Regulus had arrived precisely on time,
and as he proudly surveyed the joound
scene the Grand United Society of Graft
Workers assembled before him and sang his
favorite serenade, which was upon his ears
as the honey of Hymettus on the lips:

A grafier's domicile in Gotham now,

A pint of beer, some Wienerwurst, and thou

Beside me talking on thy pump cormer—
,0h, Gotham, this were Paradise enow!

The Fifteenth Amendment.
From the New Orleans Times-Democrat.

The Iadians, the ortginal mhabftants of the land,
who have mever been emslaved and who would
meem to have &t least 48 good clalms to Amerioan
citizenship as the negroes, have recelved no con-
slderation whatever, and are disfranchised in nearly
every State. The Chinese, who are more intelll-
gent than the negroes, have not only been denled
cltizenship, but have had the doors shut In their faces
and live among us by suflerance, numbered and
catalogued ke so many ex-convicts. The Fili-
pinos, whom we recently bought, have not been
granted any rights, privileges or ballot as Ameri-
can citizens. Why should the black race be thus
speclally favored and considered. while the red,
yellow and brown races have bheen treated on the
theory that this is a white man's country, not in-
tended to be ruled or governed in whole or in part
py the dark races?  The people of the "nited States
are too practical to settle this question on senti-
mental grounds. The war amendments were
the fruit of sectional bittéermess and Ignorance::
and this mistake will never he made again. 1If the
oountry, as & whole, ever takes up again the ques-
tion of suffrage for the dark races, it will act, not
with the passion and prefudice that begot the
crime of 1884, but dellderately, intelligently and
wisely, accepting anew the doctrine that each State
1s the best judge of its own suffrage and of the con-
diflons and Nmitations necesdary to protect .

Can This Be True?
From the Indianawolls Journal.
A letter from Gov. Jeflférson Davis of Arkansas,
shown to & favored few about the State Housé
attracted some little attemtion and

siders based on hearsay evidence or the nte
of Interested Kanln.

In view of the above may | Ask your correspond -
ent 10 read St. Matthew, vil. 1, before he Or she
again publicly attacks a man whose life la given
up to God's own work among the poor?

HOROKEN, June C. F.C. 8.

Reason Enough for One Man.

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN--Sir: “Why" asks
for a champion of the fair sex to tell him why men
should take off their hats !n a public place like an
elevator.

In the first place, to show your courtesy, an act
of a gentleman. Secondly, because they would
anpreciate 1t, therefore it |5 their due, and 8 gentle-
man would not question it. To give them that
gratification is sufficient for THEREFORR.

NEW HAVEN, Conn., June 6.
Belief in Roosevelt.

To TEE EDITOR OF THR SUN- Sir: We helleve In
Roosevelt, but we belleve that he must steady
himself. HiRaM OoLLiRs.

JUNE 6.

A Prayer for Bessarabia.

You are gullty, Russia, of murder!
In murder’'s most monstrous shape,
The hand of God's law is upon you;

And the gullty shall not escape.

You shall witness your brutal power
Wrung from your recking hand,

And the flaming sword of mighty right
Searing your sodden 1and.

Then the Jew :ha'l sow your acres,
And the harvest, In God's own time,
Shell in truth be a Jewish nation,
AS thie oncoming ages climb,

And the Angel of Peace shall cover
New Judoa with his wings:
For this swift consummation
I pray to the King of Kings.
YonNxrRs, June 6. TOOK MARRAN.
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aroused amusement as well, becanse of its grammar
and orthography. 1t began by stating that the
writer was Interested in “a matter which involve,”
continued to speak of “a appropriation.” referred
to a legal question which had been “ejudicated,”
and wound up, “Very truly yours, Jefl. L.-is,
Cevernor of Ark.”

Brave for a Time,
Relshazzar beheld the writing on the wall.
“Maybe It's only the name of a new breakfast
food,” he faltered, trying to be brave.
Later interpretations, however,
worst fears,

Justified his

A Terror Tamed.
From (he Denerr ost.

Dick Deadeye waas a band!t bold, a hand!t fierce was
he, who held up stages, trains and things here

He'd uln the V::‘m c|numr‘ee. "

e'd lle In walsing In a place where chaparral grew
thick and when the stage ram(", on apace
would turn his lttle trick

His name would csuse a thrill of fear to sweep the
country o'er, for rumor sald he quenched his
thirst on naught but gurgling gore.

The many men that rumor sald he'd downed In
un disputes would fAll a graveyard to the
rim with stiffs yet in thelr boots.

The cash and treasure he had got from tourista—
as a loan—was heap times more than was
requl to ransom Ellen Stane.

“Hands upt” re yelled one day: the man who drove
[ not the rag: he knew Deadeye would
glve him ten -percentum of the awug.

“Climb down an' gl " unto the passengers
ao yelled. quick obeyed as tourists

o when they are upward held.

From out the :‘{o ‘ female came. Ick Dead-
eye qua with fear. as pear him drew the

. anclent l”h",‘ seized him by (he ear!

You good-fur-nothin' wretch!™ she cried, “you
relle of the past, I've sought you far, {'ve

o fqu,:hlm near, apd here you be at last!

I'm all pa now lg hear what astory you kin
tell: ©  And (hen she pulled him by {hc ear

Again BewEen °EE' % bum. the an
an um, Yers
his hoed. f et b Deadoyes orteched
come 'yar from the States,” Lo sald.

THE WILKES BOOTH «“MYTH.»

Like the Monmeuth and Marshal Ney
Myths, It Will Not Dowmn.

From the Boston Transcript.

The story which comea from the West
that J. Wilkes Booth, the assassin of Presi-
dent Lincoln, died so lately as January last,
self-slain, in a little town in Oklahoma, is
interesting only as showing that a historieal
nvth, familiar to all readers of the history
of older nations, is making its appearancs
in this new land. Otherwise it might i
dismissed as simply the advance story of
“the silly season.”

1f ever a man was killed in the manner
described by history that man was J. Wilkes
Booth. Not only was his identity proved
by the incidents of the pursuit, by tha papers
taken from his body at the time of his death,
but the Government took every precaution
dgainst any possibility of mistake. When
Booth's body was brought to Washington i
was identifled by many who had known
him well, among them his physician, who
found the scar of a peculiar surgical opera.
tion he had performed in the removal of 5
tumor. Again, when some years later tha
bndy was disinterred and given to the Bonth
family for final interment., Edwin Booth
took measures which placed its identity
beyond ail possible question. J. Wilkey
Booth's body was deposited in the family
lot in Green Mount Cemetery, Baltimores,
more than thirty-four years ago, and i3
interment there has been officially certified.

Yet such is the force of myth and the popna
lar love for the mysterious that there ;rg
peraons in Washington itself who seriously
maintain that Booth's body was gunk 1o tha
Potomao by order of the Government, and
that Pregident Johnson, when he armed
Edwin Booth with authority to make tha
transfer to the Baltimore cemetery, was eithop
the victim of an imposition himself or know«
ingly participated in a deception.

Myths of thia nature almost naturally eprine
up out of the graves of men who have played
a great tragic partinastriking historic dranm.
Thus, although the Duke of Momnouth was
publicly executed in the presence of thonsands,
though among those who accompanied him
to the scafforld were some who had been in
happier days his intimate friends, there was
a large element, with whom he had been un
idol, who insisted that another than Moamonuth
was decapitated. It was gravely maintained
}:)‘u these fdg‘njoru o{'auh prnlml;ihl.\' that a

ollower of Monmouth who greatly resemblec
him had died in his place. & ibied

Still another “theory” was that James
II. must at the last moment have arranged
a plot by which Monmouth escaped the axe
and became the “Man in the Iron Mask"
which mask, by the way, was not iron -Louis
XIV. kindly consenting to take upon himself
the charge and care of the Duke. Long

ears afterward historians took the troubia
o demonstrate that, whoever the “Iron
Mask"” was, he could not have been Mon<
mouth. So strong was the popular belief
that Monmouth escaped the axe that at least
$wo_men npgeured in England, claiming to
be Monmouth, and for a time ran a course
of successful imposture.

The belief that Murshal Ney was not shot
in the Luxembourg Garden, but escaped
elther by cqllusion with those appointed o
be his executioners or by the devotion of one
who resembled him and died for him, still has
strength enough to survive to thisday. Onlyr
a few Years ago a bulky volume in support
of the “theory” that Marshal Ney escaped
and came to this country was published
Yet if any historical fact has beon established
beyond peradventure, it is that Marshal Ney
was executed in pursuanoce of his sentence
To break the force of evidence the believers
in the Ney myth have set up various “theories,”
one that the firing arty used onlr
hlank cartridges, and another that an officer
devoted éo m and resembling him “kindly
consented”™ to take his place hefore tle
soldiers appointed to fire on “the bravest of
the brave.”

There s a stron !am](l{ resemblanoe in
allthese myths that is found even inthe latest

an named Ruddy substitutes himeels
for Wilkes Booth and dies for him, shot down
in the burning barn, & réle which involved
his haying his leg broken in order to coni-
plete the resemblance.

There {s this great difference, however,
bet'wpgn the Monmouth myth, the Ney myth
and the Booth myth—that Monmouth and
Ney wera immensely papular men, who hed
londr been idolired in their respective countries
and who in their last moments were regarded
as martyra for great causes, whereas Booth
was held, North and Bouth, to be a eriminal
of the most detestable character, and was to
all Americans a hunted murderer shot hy the
ﬁeclpnau Action of one of his pursuvers.

ousands had risked their lives with Mon-
mouth and Ney, and in the herolc devotion
which they inapired {& found the origin of the
n}yﬂi that some Englishman died to save
Monmouth and some Frenchman to rave
Nev. Booth had no much followers before
&e made his leap into infamy: ve~y few hod

nowledge of hiz gullty intentions, and his
sole agsoclate in his flicht deserted him when
thar wera brought to bay.

8till, such is the popular love of the miracn.
lone that same American historfan of tia
future may be compelled to demonstrate 1
the contemporary public, by examination «f
dates and documents, that it really w-:
Wilkes Booth who was shot in the burningz
barn by Sergeant Corbett.

HOW CHICAGO WOMEN CARRY

CASH.

In Places Where No Man Could Be Expected
to Loek for It

From the Chicago Chronicle.

Women have a constant fear of beinz rohbei
of their money, and as a consequence exeris
their ingenuity in dizcovering places in wo it
they can conceal it about their person whore
a thief would never think of looking for it

The most common plaoce for a womon to
carry greenbacks is in her stockine Sin~
the davs when Eve'r daughters began to
wear this article of dress it has heen a favorit.
safe deposit vault. It is safe to siv toaf
three out of every ten shoppers in a depart-
ment store will have a little roll of monev
tucked away in her gtocking, and when she
decides to make a large purchage she wii' seck
a secluded spot and dive down for the rioney

When a woman ig calling she ngually
a little change in her cardcase, espe
&! she ir oblized to ride on the street (ure

ghe is travelling she wearsa tiny chamnig
skin bag about her neck for the purpose of
safeguarding her money and jewels The
glove is a favorite place for carryinz 1onev,
especilly on Sunday, when the hands are
busy taking care of a praver hook and tho
train of a Bundav-go-to-meeting gowT o
iittle space between the glove and the pal

of the hand holds jugt enouch for the oficr
ing and car fare. The schooleirl earries
her chanre wrapped up in the carner of her
handkerchief. There it remains ungil ns

time or recess, when she unties the knot and
buys her lunch, candy, chewing gum or #

lead pencil. .
Now that the gleeves resemble nothine
8o much as a good-sized satenel they are u-ri

for carrving monev tied up in handkerd!
The full-front shirt waist is a cony
hidine place for money and other fe

belongings. A petticoat pocket often is
by women for their valuables “They
this pocket is an impossible thing to find ¢
woulr:l as soon think of having the garment
made without a band as without & pocket.

-

Boss of the Grocery or Nothing.

From the Brooklun Eagle.

A New Yorker lately asked Governor Odc'l
“how he would liketobein the Cabinet, with i
result of Lieutenant-Governor Higgins becom
ingGovernor.” Mr. Odell quictly replied “Did
you ever suppose that I would like to serv
under another man, that T have not wowiys
been, and will not always be, the hedad of an
concern with which T am connectad, 1aut 1
would not rather do business for mvsclt trar
for or under another?” There was 1 Ul
in the words and more in the manner <
Governor, the Eagle's informang states,
convinee anyhody that, while the Gove
might like to be a Cabinet maker, !
man wouid ever mike him a Cabinet monier

0o
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A Swim 900 Feet Underground.

From the Denrer Repubhcan.
Swimming 00 feet underground
Frank J. May of Cripple Creck artes
to plug big holes through which water
pouring into the Gold RKing shait of | Vs
Mr. May was lawered to the yn-foot 1l

and with him went Henry Denton. Al Wi
and Alexander Maloan  Ail the men o8t s
at the water and cancluded 1t woirld bee s
to have the pumps Worked @ W lon
before venturing into it o
The next mornina they were lowerad ot
to the level and | norintondent s
the men if theay would f
they would and Le st
and dismal dnrt |
fect, and there found 11 a
been ruised 1n driving ey coi "
ghallow water Mr Mo vl carried
him a number of sticks T gaar e the Bl
from which it was supposcd the water Wias
flowing l'nnl the men following !“w‘l. hr; L
mers.  Pluge were driven into i WK
where water was shooting out and the &'“
from those particular points was lessened.
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