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SOME NEW BOOKS.

- Oman’s Peninsuiar War.

fn a volume of 850 pages, Prof, CHanLYS
OwaN presents the second installment of his
Historu of the Peninwular War (Oxford; the
Clarendon Press). [n a notice of the first
volume of this work, we pointed out that
it not only invites, but successfully with-
atands, comparison with Napier's celebrated
narrative. The story of the long and mem-=
orabl= conflict between the Fnglish, Spanish
d Portuguese levies on the one hand and
the armios of Napoleon on the other needvd
be rewritten, hecause a vast amount of
aterial not acoessible when Col. Napier
rote is now obtainable, not only from Brit-
feh, Spanish and Portugnese, but also from
Frenoch, sources.  Moreover, although there
was something chivalrous in the attitude
maintained by Napier toward Napoleon
and his Marshals, there ig reason to believe
that, in some instances, his judgment of their
oonduct was too favorable. On the other
hand, his criticism of Fngland's Spanish
and Portuguese allies erred on the side of
reverity. Prof. Oman, for Lis part, has tried
t be scrupulously just to all partics en-

-

gaged in the protracted contest, and, to '

that end, he has imposed npon himeelf an
fmmense, not to say exhaustive, amournt
of patient research.  The very size of the
volume betore us, not a puze of which could
well be spared, attests an unflinching pur-

poee to tell the whole tenth, and nothing but

the truth,  The fist volume, it may be re-
memberad, endnd with the retreat of Sir

John Moore, and with his death at Corunna. l
The second volume carries us from lei

beginning of 1809 to the close of the
Talavera camnpalgo, in August of the same
year. It may seem at the first glanco sur-
priging that #50 pages should be needed for a
veview of the events of about six monthy.
The surprise vanishes when we note the
causes to whioh the bulk of the present vol-
ame isattributable. The first of these causns
fs that a far larger number of original
gources of information, both printed and
unprinted, are available for the carpaigns
of 1809 than for those of 1808, The second
ennge i8 that the Peninsular War, in its sec-
ond year, had lost the character of com-
varative unity which it had possessed in its
first. Napoleon, on quitting Spain in Jan-
wiary, 1809, left behind ‘Mm.aﬁ a legacy to
his brother Joseph, a comprehensive plan
for the conquest of the whole Therian Panti-
wula. That plan, however, had proved fron
the first impracticable, and, when it had
misecarried, the fighting in every region of
the theatre of war became local and isoluted
Neither the haruased and distracted
¥rench King at Madrid, nor the impotent

long failed to understand, and, conse-
quently, it upset his calculations, He im-

Prussia—indeed, that he had an enormous
extra advantage in the fact that the armies

power to those of Francis Il or Frederick

warfare a nation whose capital had been
occupied, mand whose regular armies had
been routed and half destroyed ought to
have submitted withont further trouble.
The Emperor was a little surprised that the
effect of the successes gained at Espinosa
and Gamonal, at Tudela and Ucles, had not
been greater. He had almost expected to
reoeive overtures from the Junta asking
for terms of submission. But, somawhat
disappointed though he might be at tho
olose of 1808, he had not yet realized that
Spain was not. as are other eountries. The
ocoupation of Madrid counted for little or
nothing. The insurrectionary — armies,
when driven into a corner, did not capitu-
late, but digpersed, and fled in small par-
ties over the hills, to rounite on the firat
opportunity, Large capturcs of Spaniards
| only took place on the actual battlefield
| (as A Ueles or at Ocafia), or when an army
| nad shut itself up in g fortress and could not
I got away, as happened at Saragossa and
| Budajoz.
Nor was this all  In Ttaly, Cermany and
' Auatria. Bonaparte Lad dealt with reglons
where the population remained quiercent
when once the regular army had been
beuten, Risings like that of Verona in
1797, or of the Tyrol in 1905, were exceptional.
The French army had been wont to go for-
ward without being forced to leave large
garrisons behind it to hold down the con-
querad ocountryside A battalion or two
placed in tie chif towns sufficed (o securs
the commiunication of the army with France.
Small parties, or even single officors bhearing
despatches conld ride safely for many miles
through an Italian or Austrian district with-
out being molested. It was not thus in Spain.
The Emperor was to find that every village
where there was not a French garrison
would be a focus of active resistance, and
that no amount of shooting or banging
would cow the spirits of the peasantry. It
was only after scores of aides-de-camp had
heen tnurdered or captured, and after count-
less small detachments had been destroyed,
that he came to realize that every foot of
Spanish soil must not only be conquered,
but also held down. If there was a square
of ten miles unoccupied, a guerrilla band
arose in it If a district thirty miles long

previously engaged. This difference he |

agined that, in dealing with Spain, he might t
act as if he were dealing with Austria or |

of Ferdinand VII. were inferior in fighting |
'u few months St. Cyr had captured the

II1. By all the ordinary ruleg of modern '
|
|

Jacked a brigade to garrison it, a local junta

Spanish Junta at Seville, knew how to com-
bine and to cofrdinate the operations of |
their various armies into a single logical |
scheme.  Ere long, aix or seven campaigns |
were taking place simultaneously in differ- ]
ent corners of the Peninaula, each of which !
was practically independent of the others.
Kvery French and Spanish General fought
for his own hand, paying little haed to what
his colleagues were doing.  Their only i
unanimity was that all alike kept urging !
on their central governments the plea that |
their own particular section of the w:u‘!
was more critical and important than any |
other !

If, for example, we look at the month of ;
May, 1809, we find that the following rix
disconnected series of operations were alil |
in progrees at once, and that each has to Lo
treated as a separate unit, rather than as a
part of one great general scheme of strategy;
first, Soult's campaign against Wellesley
in Northern Portugal;, second, Ney's In-
wvasion of the Astur‘as; third, Victor's and
'nesta’smovemrents in Eatremadura; fourtn,
Sebastiani’s demonstrations against Vene-
gas in La Mancha: fifth, Suchet's contest, |
with Blake in Aragon; and, sixth, St, Cyr's |
attempt to subdue Catalonia. Obviously,
when & war has broken up into so many
fractions, it becomes, not only hard 1o !
follow, but imposes lengtii upon the narra-
tive. Fortunataly for tho historian and !
the student, a certain amount of unity is
restored in July, 1899, owing mainly to tla
fact that the master mind of Wellesloy has
been brought to bear upon the situation. !
When the British Gieneral attempted to |
combine with the Spanish armies of Estre-
madura and La Mancha for a common |
rnarch upon Madrid, the whole of the hos- !
tile forees in the Peninsula (with the ex-
ception of thoee in Aragon and Catalonia)
were once more drawn into a single scheme
of operation. Hence the Talavern cam- !
paign is the central fact in the annals of the
Peninsular War for the vear 1809, for which
reason it will not be thought that Prof.
Oman has allotted a disproportionate
amount of space to the setting forth and |
discussion of the various problems which
it involved.

*The thoroughness of the author’s in-
vestigations i8 exenplified in the account
of the Battin of Talavera, with which the
present volume enda. The details of that
action have engaged his special attention.
He thought it worth while to go very care-
fully over the battlefield, which at this day
remains much as it was in 1809. The av -
thor's walk around it explained many
difficuities encountered in the documentary
authorities, but suggested certain others
which Prof. Omar. has done Lis best to
solve. In several other chapters of this
volume an inspection of certain localities
produced valuable results. At Oporto, for
instance, our author found that Wellealey's
passage of the Douro assumed a new aspect
when it was studled on the spot. Not one
of the previous historians who have dealt
with this achievement has taken the trouble
to mention that the crossing was effected
at a point where the Douro runs hetween
lofty and precipitous cliffs towering nearly
200 feet above the water's edge! Yeu this
simple fact explains how it ciine to pass that
the passage was effocted at all.  The French
on the plateau above the river could not
®mee what was going on at the bottom of the
deeply sunk gorge, which lieg in a “dead
angle” to any observer who has not come
forward to the very edge of the cliff. Prof.
Oman has inserted in the present book a
photograph of the spol which elucidates
the situation at a glance. From Napior's
narrative and plan, one is forced to concluda
that he had either never seen the ground
or had forgotten its aspect after the lapue

of years.

, later

! March,

' failure of the second siege of Gerona by the

i striking at the two isolated French forces

with a ragged apology for an army promptly
appeared. Three hundrod thousand men |
—during the first half of 1800 the French |
had in Spain 288,000 effectives, notwith- |
standing the departure of the Imperial |
(Ginard- -look a large force on paper, but,
when they have to hold down a country
five hundred 1m.il 8 broad, they are frittered
away to nothing.  This Great Britain now
knows well enough from her recent South
AfHdoan experience, but {t was not a com-
mon matter of knowledga in 1800, If the
Emperor had been told on the day of his |
entry into Madrid that sven three years
his communication with Bayonne

‘
i
!
would only be preserved by the mainte- |
nanoe of a fortitied post at every tenth mile- i
stons, he would have laughed the idea to |
scorn.  Still more ridiculous wonld it have |
appeared to him if he had been told that it l
would take a body of three hundred horse i
to carry a despatch from Salamanca m'
Saragossn, or that the normal garrison of |
01d Caatile would have to be kept at 15,000 |
|

i

. men, even whep there was no regular Spaun-
! ish army nearer to it than Oviedo or Astorga. !

In short, he, and all Europe, had much to
learn as to the conditions of warfare in the
Peninsula.  If he had realized them in
1808, there would have been no |
treachery at Bayonne, and the “running |
sore,” as he afterward called the Spanish
War, would never have broken forth.

1.
In the early days of September, 1808, the
gituation of the invaders in Catalonia had
been most perilous.  After the disastrous

French, Reillé had withdrawvn to
Figueras, close to the French frontier, while
(ten;. Duhesne had cut his way back 1o Bar-
celona, after sacrificing all his artillery
and his baggage on the way. Both com-
manders reported to the Emperor that
there was need for ample reénforcements
of veteran troops, or a catastrophe must
ensue. The Spaniards, on their part, how-
ever, falled to use their opportunity. They
lot the autumn months slip by without

(o,

in Catalonia. Two courses were open to
them, for they had upward of 30,000 en
at their disposal, and large reénforcements
were at hand. They might have turned
their main army against Barcelona, and
undertaken to bhesiege, instead of merely
to blockade Duhesne, or they might have
left a mere cordon around him, and have
aent all their heat troops to join the levies
of the North, and sweep Reillé across tha
Pyrénces. As a matter of faect, thay at-
tempted neither operation until the oppor-
tunities were lout. They confined them-
salves to an investment of Barcelona and
Jeft Reillé undisturbed. Meanwhile the
French, entirely unoppored on the line of the
Pyrénées, were gotting together a formid-
able host for the relief »f Bareelona. When
he had recognized that Reillé's extem-
porizad army was insufficient alike in quan-
tity and quality for the task before it, the
Fmperor directad on Perpignon two strong
divisions of the army of [taly, one com-
pored of ten French battalions, and the
other of thirteen Italian battalions, the
whole constituting a foree of 25,000 veterans,

The ofticer placed in command of this
armv, which crogsed the Pyvrénérs on Nov.
5, 1808, was Gen. Gouvion St. Cyr,who after-
ward won his Marshal's baton in the Rua- !
gian War of 1812, The qualities of this
commander are defined with characteristic |
incisiveness and candor. He was, mays
Prof. Oman, *a General of first-rate ability,
wiho bad sorved all through the wary of the
Ravolution with marked distinetion; but
he disliked Bonaparte and had not the art
to hide the fact, ‘This had kept himn back
from earlier promotion. St. Cyr was by
no means an amiable charncter; he was

In this notice of Prof. Omans second
volume, we shall mark the outecome of each
of the rix campaigns that took place during
the firsi half of 1809, and then point out the
conclusion reached hy Wellesley in Auguat
of that year with regard to the possibility
of defending Spain after Napoleon, having
brought the war against Austria to a tri-
umphant close, was at liberty to employ
his whole strength in the Peninsula.

It will be convenient to begin with the |

campaign in Catalonia, and to look next at
the operations in Aragon, La Mancha and
BEstremadura, and then to recall the move-
ments of Ney in Galicia and the Asturias,
pefore dwelling on Soult's expulsion from
Portugal by Welleslav, and the latter's
encounter with Victor at Talavera, By
way of preface, however, we chould say
that light will be throw, on overy feptirs
of the contest il we keep continually in
mind the exoeptional character of the
Peniusular War. The war in which Napoleon
found himeself involved in Spain differed
fundamentally from any in which he had
[

| detested by his officers and his troops a5 a
i confirmed grumbler,. and selfish to an in-
’ oredible degree.  He was one of those men
. who can always show admirable and cone
{ vincing reasons for not helping their neigh- f
| bors. From his morose bearing and lLis |
| dislike for company he got the nickname
| of ‘le hibou." He was cautious, cool-headed
| and ready of resource, so that his troops
! had ftull confidence in him, though he neyver
aaommanded their liking Even from his
history of the Catalonian war one can
gather the oharacrer of the man, It is
admirably lucid and illustrated with origi-
nal documents, Spanish no less t'an Frencl,
in a fashion only too rare ameng the mili-
tary books of the soldiers of the Empire.
But it {8 not only entirely self -centred, but
full of malevolent insinuations concerning ]
t
|

Napoleon and the author's collengues. In
his first chapter he broaches the extracors
dinary theory that Napoleon handed over
sonrees, money or tranaport, in order that he
might make u fiasco of the campaign and
ruin his reputintion, There was, of course, no
ground for the General's suspicions of his

i that was granted him

! the fall
. French losses in front of Saragosea are not
author concludes
with Schepeler and Artdche that the total f
10,000 men, |
rather than the 4,000 given by Napier, who, !
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master, No doubt Napoleon disliked 8t,

Cyr, but he did not want to soe the campaign
He gave the

of Catalonia end in disaster.
new (ieneral, as we have seen, a fine French
division of veteran troops and picked
regiments of the Italian army. As the

| event proved, they were entirely adequate

for the work they had to do. Within
strong and strategically Important fortress
of Rosas, had defeatod the Spaniards in two
hettles at Molins de Rey and at Valls, and
relioved and  blockaded Tarragonn.  Our
author thinks that he might have profited
by his victory at Valls to begin a move-
ment against Gerona, which, commanding,
as it did, the high road to Perplgran, in-
terrupted communication with his base.

.

When Napoleon was urging on the fruit-
less pursuit of Sir John Moore, and while
St. Cyr was discomfiting the Catalans, there
was one point on which the war was stand-
ing still and where the French arms had
made no great progreas sinee the battle of
Tudela, which had been fought on Nov. 23,
1808.  Saragossa was holding ont with the
same tenacity that she had dispiayed dur-
ing the first siege in July and August of
the preceding summer. In front of her
walls and barrfeades two whole corps of
the Emperor’'s army were detained from
December, 1808, till February, 1800, As long
na the defence endured she preserved the
rest of Arugon and the whole of Valencia
from invasion.

After having routed the Spanich armies
of Aragon and the Centre, Marshal Lannes
had thrown up the command which bad
been intrusted to him and had gone baek
to France. The injuriee which he had suf-
fered from his fall over the precipice near
Pampeluna were still far from healed and
served ns the excuse for his retirement.
Marshal Moneey, (herefore, resumed on
Nov. 25, 1808, the charge of the victorious
army’ on the next day he was joined by
Marshal Ney, who, after failing to intercept
the Spanish General Castanos in the moun-
tains, had descended into the valley of the
Ebro with two divisions of infantry and a
light eavalry brigade. On Nov. 30 the two
Marshals appeared in front of Saragossa
with all their troops, and were about to
commence the investment of the city when
Ney received orders from the Emperor to
leave the siege to Moncey and to cross the
mountains into New Castile with all the
soldiers of the Sixth Corps. e was to find
Castafios and hang on his heels so that he
should not be able to march to the help of
Madrid. Moncey, meanwhile, was left in
front of Saragossa with a foroe consisting of
no more than 15,000 men, a forea far too weak
to undertake the siege. Shonld the Span-
jarda come to know of his condition they

might sally out from BSaragossa and
attack him with more than 30,000 men,
Mouoey therefore had to wait for the

arrival of the Fifth Corps under Mortier,
and it was not until Deo. 20, 1808, that he
waa able to invest the city. Thus Sarago«sa
gained four weelks of respite bhetween the
battle of Tudela and the commencement
of the actual siege. The reprieve was in-
valuable to Palafox
Palafox made admirable use of the delay
Not only did he
manage % Inorease the garrison so rhat

: long era the actual siege began he could

count on 32,000 bayonets and 2,000 sabres
more or less organized, but the fortifica-
tlons of the city were materially strength-
ened.

The second miege of Saragossa continued
from Dec. 20, 1808, to Feh. 20, 1808, and
may be dlvided into three well-marked
sections. The first comprises the opera-
tions against he Spanish outworks, apd
terminated with their capture on Jan. [5.
The second period includes the time dur-
ing which the besiegers attacked and finally
broke through the main enceinfe of the city;
it lasted from Jan. 16 to Jan. 27. The third
section consists of the street fighting after
the walls had been cleared; it ended with
of Saragosea on Feh 0. The

ensy to caleulate  Our

French loss must have been
apparently, rellad on Rogniat. The last-
named officer gives only the casualties in
battle and not the losses in hospitals. The
state in whioh Saragossa was found by the
French hardly beass description.  Nearly
54,000 persons had died in the place since
the siege began. It was weeks hefore
the dead were all buried; months before
the contagion of the siege fever died out
from the miserable city.

Prof. Oman regards the siege of Sara-
gossa, whereof Spaniards are so proud,
as a magnificent display of civic courage
little helped by strategy or tactics. In his
judgment, Palafox, though a splendid
leader of insurgents, was a very poor Gen-
eral. “He made a gross initial mistake
in shutting up 40,000 fighting men in a place
which could have been easily defended by
25,000. If he had sent ona or two divisions
to form the nucleus of an army of relief
in lower Arugon, with orders to harass
but not to fight fixed battles, it is hard to
808 how the siege could have bean kept up.
His second fault was tha refusal to make
gorties on a large scale during the first
half of the siege, whila he was still in por-
session of great ma=ses of suporfluous
fighting men.” What he did was to send
ont acores of petty sallies, of a few hun-
dred men each: he never moved 8o many
as 5,000 on a single day. Our author holds
that such a policy, while it worried, could
not. seriously harm the French, and de-
stroyed the willing men of the garrison,
In short, the conduct of Palafox was not
that of a capable officer. At the same
time It i8 pronounced absurd to represent
him as a coward, or as a puppet whose
wtrings were pulled by Lanatieal friars,
¥ Prof. Oman can find nowhere the source
frormn which Napier drew his assertion that
Palafox hid himself in a bomb-proof and
lived “in a disgusting state of sensuality,”
shirking all the dangers of the siege. Our
author's conviction is that he knew per-
fectly well what he waa doing and how
to manage the disorderly but enthusiastic
masees of the city's population. “There
can be no doubt that his personal influence
was all important and the effect of his con-
stant harangues and proclamations im-
menge, It would be quite as true to say
that the friars and th® mob orators were
his tools as that he was theirs.  He had to
humor them, but by humoring them he
got out of them the utmost poss ible service.
Againat the stories that his proclamations
wera written for him and that he had to
bhe goaded into isening every order that
came from his headquarters we have the
eavidence of Vaughan and others who knew
him well. It is unanimous in aseribing
to him ineessant activity and an exuberant
fluenoy in compodition.  There can he no
doubt that the garrison might have heen
much more wisely handied; but it is doubtful
whether under any other diraction it would
have shown so much energy and staying
power. There is certainly no other Spatish
slege, save that of Gerona, where half so
much resolution was shown. If the defence
hod  been conduacted by regular officors
and troops alone the place would probably
have fallbn three weeks earlier. 1f the
monks aud local demagogues had been
in command, and patriotic anarchy alone
had been opposed to the French, Saragossa

and the Aragonese, '

} would possibly have fallen at an even

direction. Palafox, with all his faults,
supplied the connecting link between the
two sections of the defendors and kept the
soldiery at work by means of the example
of the citizens, while he restrained the
citizens by dint of his immense personal

influenoe over them, won in the first siege. |

| In short, he may have been vain, bombastic
"and a bad tactician, but he was a good

Spaniard. If there had becn a few dozen
| men more of his stamp in Spain the taxk
,of the French in 1808-00 would have been
infinitely more difticult.  The example of
! Saragossa was invaluable to the nation and
to BEurope. The knowledge of it did much
to sicken the French soldiery of the whole
war and to make every officer and man
who entered Spain march not with the
light heart that he felt in Germany or Italy,

confidence. They never failed to do their
duty, but they fought without the enthu-
simsm which helped them so much in all
the eariier wars of the Empire. "

Iv.
The operations in La Mancha and Estre-
madura during the first half of 1808 may be
vinwed in a fow paragraphs. By the midd'e

Spanish armies,  Cartaojal, with the wrecis
of Infantado's foree und the new levies of
Del Palacio, was holding the great passes
at the eastern end of the Siera Morenn;
(uesta had rallied behind the Guadiana the
remains of the army of Estremadura, Mean-
while Marshal Victor, after his victory at
Ucles, and a vain attempt to surprise Del
Palacio, had passed away to the west,
leaving nothing in the plains of La Mancha,
except soma dragoons who were placed as a
cavalry screen across the roads to thesonth,
This movement of Marsha! Vicior to the
Vallay of the Tagus was in execution of the
plan dictated by Napoleon before he left
Spain.  The Emperor had directed that,
when the February raing were over, Vietor
should move on Badajoz, to assist by Lis
presence in that direction the projected
attack of Soult on Lisbon. Only wion
Fatremadura and Portugal had been sub-
dued was the attaek on Andalusia to be
carried out. Hoult was much slower in his,
movements than Napoleon had expected
and Victor waited in vain at Talavera for
any newe that the invaafon of Portugal was
in progress. Hence the Spaniards gained
some weeks of respile, the ranks of their
armi»s were filled up and the spirits of their
(jenerals rose.  Cartaojal, for his part, con-
ceived a plan for thrusting back the cavalry
screens opposite to him, and for recovering
the whole of La Mancha. If Victor's corps
had been the only foren availabln to oppose
him there would have been something to
say for the project. As a matter of fact,
King Joseph and his adviser, Jourdan, had
not left the roads to La Muncha unguarded;
they had drafted down from Madrid two
infantrr divisions whose command  Se-
Lastianl+ had taken over. lgncrant, ap-
parently, of the fact that there was anything
i Lut cavalry in his front, Cartaojal resolved
to heat up the French outposts. The result
of this forward movement was that on
March 27, 1809, Cartaojal was severely beaten
by Sebastiani at Ciudad Real. The Span-
fsh General lost in this rout, which it would
be absurd to call a battle, five guns, three
standards and. more than 2,000 prisoners,
among whom were sixty-one officers. The
lossin killed and wounded was probably not
very great, for there had been no attempt
at a stand, and the troops which were cut
off had surrendered withont resistance.
The loss of the French was insignificant,
| probably less than one hundred men in all.
Sebastiani, however, dared not follow ihe
fugitives into the mountains, as he had
received orders to clear La Mancha, but not
' to invade Andalusia, that was to be the task
of Victor. The army which Cartaojal car-
ried back to Andalusia was more frightened
than hurt, for, when the stragglem came
in, it «till numbered 12,000 infan'ry ard 3,000
horse. Nevertheless, he was oot allowed
o etain the command. By the middle of
April the army had been reéaforeed by new
leviea from Granada, and could take the
field, although its state of discinline waa
bad and its morale mueh shaken by the
recent events,

While Cartaojal was faring so ill in La
| Mancha, the Spanisharmy of Estremadura
under the obstinate old Gereral Cuesta,
was going through experiences of an even
more calamitous kind.  Even when he had
drawn in his last reserves, Cuesta had but
20,000 foot and 3,000 horse, a number which
only exceaded Victor's total by three or
four thousand men, because the French
Marshal had been dropping detachments
on his march westward. If the relative
value of the individual soldiery of the two
armies be considered, we can understand
whv Cuesta's behavior in venturing to
l oppose the French in the field should he
denounced as that of a oriminal lunatic.
As it turned out, his tactics were as had as
his strategy. At the battle of Medellin,
which occurred on March 20, I80H, the
slaughter of the Spaniards was terrible.
Of the 10,000 men whom Cuesta lost that
day, three-fourths fell by the edge of the
gword only 1,850 prisoners were sent back
to Talavera, and even il some others had
suceeeded in escaping during their march
to the rear, Prof. Oman deems it certain
that the Spanish casgualty list amounted
to at least 7,000 men. Twenty pieces of
artillery fell into the hands of the French
out of the thirty which Cuesta had porsessed
! Some few batteries, therefore, must have
suceeeded in escaping from . the rout.
Most French authors unite in atating that
the total loss on their side was only 300
men. It is pronounced improbable that
thev suffered less than 1,000 casualties

After such a disaster, It might have been
expected that the Spanish Junta would
dingraoe Cuesta and remove him from
command, as they had Cartrojal. Appar-
ently, however, they were rather cheersd
by the fact that (‘uesta had for flve hours
disputed the victory with the French than
angered with the want of  generalship
which he had shown from the viewpoint of
atrategy and tacties, They voted that he
and his army had deserved well of the
State, and distributed honors and promo-
tion to all the officers whom he recoms-
mended for good conduet during the action.
Tthey conferrad on (uesta the post of
Captain-General of Estremadura, and hur -
ried up to resénforce him with all the
troops they conld spara. Thus reénforeed,
(nesta's army was presently as strong as
it. had been on the eve of Medellin, and
onee more mustered 20,000 foot and 8,000
horse. By the middle of April, 1808, the
whole had heen drawn together and reor-
ganized into tive divisions of foot and two
of eavalry. This was the army that wae (o
('u()l;»rmf' with Wellezley in the campaizn
of Talavera. “In anv other country of
Furope,” wrote Marshal Jourdan at the
time, “the gaining of two such successes
as Medellin and Ciudad Real would have
reduced the countryside to submiassion,
and have enabled the victorious armies
to press forward to new concuests.” In
¢ Spain the reverse was the case. Very
soon after the vietory of Medellin, the
communications hetween Victor and Sebas-
tinni were cut, several bearers of despatcnes
were tnassacred, and even sony |
monts cut of
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earlier date, from mere want of intelligent '

but with gloom and disgust and want of !

of the month of February, 1500, Andalusia |
was once more covered by two considerabie |

[ to Wellesley's campaign, with a detailed
account of which the present volume ends.
i Ney had at his disposal some 17,000 men,
exclusive of the wo garrisons al Vigo
and Tuy, which numbered moro than 1,000,
but were so placed as to be more of a charge
than a help. On March 10, 1808, the Marshal
| concentrated the greater part of his troops

in the northwestgrn corner of Galicia. His
alm was to c-ru:Kn and cow the insurgents

tin the northern part of the province by
means of flying columns. The policy had
but little suocess, for the moment i column
had passed on the encmy would raturn to
ocenpy his old position. In addition to
all hi troubles with the insurgents, Ney
! had to keep n watchful eye on two Spanish
regular armies, namely, the force in the
j principality of Asturias and the troops
. of La Romana, which were once more
ready to take the field. On March 17 the
last-named body succeaded in (-uplurh?g
Villafranca; the French loss was 700 In
killed and wounded besides 674 prisoners.
Thix reverse and the cutting of communi-
cation with Galicia, plunged King Joseph
and his adviker Jourdan at Madrid into
a state of great fear and perplexity as to
the condition of affairs in the northwest.
Fearing the worst, they resolved to find
ont at all cost what was going on in Galicin.
| The expedition org:nized for the purpose
congisted of some 7,000 or 8,000 men, under 1
the command of Kellerman. On May 2
it reached Lugo, where it obtained full |
information as to Ney's position. For !
tie destruction of the Spanish armies of |
the north a concentric movement wnsi
|

!

}

then planned. On May 18 Ney crossed
the Qallegos bridge on the Nora River,
routing La Romana with great loss, aud
on the following day seized Oviedo. Kel-
lerman met Ney's outposts on May 21, hav-
ing previously beaten an Asturian brignde
of 83,000 men. A third French column, |
under Bonnet, which had algo been orderad
to move on Oviedo, had tound nobody
to fight. Thus the three French columns
had won their way into the heart ~f the
Asturias, but, though they had reized its
capital and its keaports, they had failed
1o cateh its army and only half their task
had been performed. Leaving Kellerman
with 7,000 men to finish the business, Bonnet
returned to Santander and Ney to his
Galician garrisons.  The latter arrived
in time to relieve them, but Santander
had been captured by Ballasteros before
Bonnet reached it. The French General
retook the place, however, after defeating
the Asturiane and making 3,000 prisoners.
The expedition of Ballasteros served its
purpose, however, for it forced Bounet
and Kellerman to evacuate the Asturias,
and compelled the former (ieneral to con-
centrate his forces on the seaboard for the
protection of the French garrisona in Biscay
and Guipuzcoa.

So it come to pass that the invasion of |
the Asturias had dwindled down into a
raid, and a raid which left untouched the
larger part of the enemy’s tield army under
Ta Romana.  In June, Nev moved againat
this foree, but was unable to come up with
it, owing to Soult's failure to co perate.
It was soon afterward decided to evacuate
Galicia, on the ground that two army corps
could not be spared for this secondary
theatre of operations. After giving due
credit tothe Spanish peasantry who checked
Ney and harassed Soult, and to the pru-
dence of Gen. La Romana, our author
holda that the real cause of the evacuation
i of the province by the invaders was the
presence of the victorious British army in
Portugal. The two Marshalt might have
maintained themselves in Calicia for an
indefinite time if they could have shut
their eyes 1o what was going on e!sawhere.
In Prof. Oman'a opinion Soult was right
in believing that it would bhe madness to
persist In the attempt to subdue Galicia
while Wellesley was in the field and nothing
lay between him and Madrid but the 22,000
men of the Fist Corps nunder Marshal
{ Victor. It Soult and Ney had lingered on
yin the north engaged in fruitless hunting
after Ta Romana while July and August
wore on, Madrid would have fallen into |
{ the hands of Wellesiny and Cuesta, and
{ King Joseph would once more have been
t forced to go upon his travels. The Tal-
avera campaign only failed of suceess
becauge the Second and the Sixth Corps
of the French army were withdrawn from
the (ialician hilla just in time to concentrute
at Salamaneca, and fall upon the rear of the
victors.

We should here note that the attempt
to regain possession of Aragon, made by a
Spanish force under Gen. Blake, which,
for a time, had promised to succeed, was
ultimately foiled by Suchet, and ended in
digaster. The splendid victory gained by
Suchat on June 15 saved Saragossa, and
led to the reconquest of the plaing of
Aragon.

Vi

Before recounting Wellesley's campaign
in northern Portugal the sequel of which
was the campaign of Talavera, our author
pauses to consider at some length the Gen-
oral and the man who was to expel the
French from the Peninsula. We are re-
minded that, just hefore his death, Sir
John Moore, replying to a question put hy
Lord Castlereagh, had expressed the con-
viction that the frontier of Portugal was
not defensible against a superior foroe,
and that, if the French should sucoeed
in Spain, it would he vain to attempt to re-
sist them in Portugal. Four months later,
namely, on March 7, 1809, Sir Arthur Welles-
ley nnewered the same question, put to
him by the same Minister, in very different
terms. “1 have always been of opinion that
Portugal might be defended, whatever
might be the result of the contest in Spain,
and that in the meantime measures adopted
for the defence of Portugal would he highly
urefnl to the Spaniards in their contest
with the French." He added that a force
of no more than 20,000 British troops, if it
eould be placed in a state of activity, would
be highly ureful to the Spaniards and
might eventually decide the contest. It |
reguired  some moral  courage on the
part of & Minister to adviee the despatch ,
|
|

of another British army to the Penin-
sula, for Moore's gloomy prognostica-
tions were echoed by many milltary oex-
porta. Nevertheless, Castlereagh rrﬁolved
to stake his faith on the correctness of
| Wellesley's conclusions.  On April 2, 1809,

he announced officially that the experi-
ment of a second expedition to Portugal !
would be tried and that Wellesley would |
have the conduct of it. Rednforcements |
would at once be sent out to bring the [
British army at Lisbon up to a total of ,‘
40,000 aen —the number to which Welles- |
ley, on consideration, had raised the 20,000 |
of whicli he had originally spoken. Wien I’
Welleslay landed at Lisbon in the latter ‘
part of April and found that Soult had |
halted at Oporto, that Victor lay quiescent !
‘ at Merida and that Lapisse, with the French |
troops from Salamanca, had gone south-
I ward to join the first corps, and so severed |

ithp only link which bound together tho'

i

French army in northern Portugal and the
Parmy in Estremadura, he was reassured |
as to th e whole situation.  Soult and Vietor, |
iolawed s Lhey were, would eact, e
weak to heat the Anglo-Portuguese
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army. The bhest defensive, however, is !
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| hecause it would have been followed, not
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of the British army on the Tagus. Ho‘

thought it would be best to make the first

onslaught. on Soult. Should this sneceed,

Vietor could be attacked later,
Wellesloy's correspondence shiowed that
he had gauged perfeotly the situation and
the difficulties of the French. He saw
oxactly how much was in his own power.
The whole history of the Peninsular War
for the next two years was forecast in
his prophetic statement that with 30,000
British troops and the Portuguese levies
he would guarantee to hold his own against
any foree of less than 100,000 French, and
he did not think that the enemy would
find it easy to collect an army of that size
to send against him. This is precisely
what he accomplished. For the first fifteen
months after his arrival, Wellesley held
with ease that trontier which Moore had
described as “indelensible against a su-
perior force.” When, at last, Napoleon,
frea from all other Continental troubles,
launched againgt him an army, under
Masséna, which almost reached the figure
(100,000) that Wellesley himself in 1808
had been inclined to regard as irresistible,
he showed in 1810-11 that he had built up
resources for himself which enabled him
to beat off even that number of enemies,
Though four-fifths of Spain had then

. been subdued, he held his own becausn

he had grasped the fundamental truth
that (to use his own words) “the more
ground the French hold down, the weaker
will they be at any given point.” In short,
he had fathomed the great secret that
Napoleon's military power—-vast as it
was—had its limits; that the Emperor
could not send 1o Spnin a force sufficient
to hold down every province of a thoroughly
disaffected country, and also to provide
(over and above the garrisons) a field army
large enough to heat the Auglo-Portuguese
and eaprure Lixbon.

Our author maintains that the talk of the
good forture of Weallesley, of his “lucky
star,” is absurd. “He had, like other Gen-
crals, his occasional uncovenanted mercios
and happy chances; but few commanders
had more strokes of undeserved disap-
pointment or saw mora of their plans
frustrated by a stupid subordinate, an un-
expected turn of the weather, an incal-
enlable accident or a piece of false news.
He had his fair proportion of the chances
or war, good and bad, and no more. If
fortune was with him at Oporto in 1800, or
at Fl Bodon in 1811, how many were the oc-
casions on which she playad him scurvy
tricks?” A few wsamples are cited. In
May, 1809, Wellesley might have captured
the whole of Soult's army if the Portuguase
Gieneral Silveira had but obeyed orders
and ocoupied the impregnable defile of Sala-
monde. On the night of Salamanca Welles-
ley might have dealt in a similar fashion
with Marmont's routed host if the French
omigré officer in the 8panish service, known
as Carlos d'Espafia, had not withdrawn
the garrison of Alba de Tormes in flat dis-
obeadience to his instructions. and so left the
fords onan to thy fying Franch

In a word, Wellington was not the child
of fortune; he was a great strategist and
tactician, placed in a situation in which
the military dangers furnished but half
his difficulties. “He had to cherish his
single, precious British army corps, and to
keep it from any unnecessary loss, because
if destroyed it could not be replaced.
With those 30,000 men, he had promised
to keep up the war: the home Government
was reluctant to risk the whole of its avail-
able fleld army in one quarter, and for
veara refused to raise hia numbers far
above that tolal. It was not till the mid-
dle of 1810 that his original five divisions
of infantry ware increased to six, nor till
1811 that his seventh and eighth divisions
were completed. Right down to 1812, it
was certain that, if he had lost any con-
siderable fraction of his modest arny, the
British Ministry might have recalled him
and abandoned Portugal. He had to fight
with a full consciousness that a single
would have been irreparable,

hy the sending off of reénforcements to
replace the divisions that might be lost,
but by an order to evacuate the Peninsula.
His French opponents fought under no
auch disabilities. When beaten they had
other armies at hand on which to fall back,
and, behind all, the inexhaustible reserve
of Napoleon's conscription.” Our author
insists that, when we consider the cam-

! paigna of 1809-10-11, it is not Wellington's

oft-censured prudence that we should find
amazing, but his boldness. Instead of
wondering that he did not attempt to
relieve Rodrigo or Almeida in July-August,
1810, or to fall upon Masséna at Santarem
in January, 1811, we may well be filled with
surprise at the daring which inepired the
gtorming of Oporto and the offering of
nt Busaco and Fuentes d'Onoro.
“When a defeat spelt ruin and recall, it
required no amall oourage to take any
risks;” but Wellesley had the sanest of
minds; he could draw the line with abso-
lute accuracy between enterprise and
rashness, between the possible and the
impossible. “He had learned to giige
with wonderful insight the difficulties und
disabilities of his enemies, and to see ex-
actly how far they might be reckoned
upon in discounting the military situation,
After some time he arrived at an accurate
estimate of the individual Marshals opposed
to him, and was ready to take the personal
equation into consideration, according as
he had to deal with Soult or Masséna,
Marmont or Jourdan. In short, he was a
safe Goneral, not a cautious onn. When
onee tha hopeless disparity between his
own resources and those of the enciny had
coased to exist, in the yvear 1812, he soon
showad the worth of the gilly taunts which
imputed timidity to him, by the smashing
blows which reduced Ciudad Rodrigo and
Badajoz, and the lightning stroke which
dashed to pieces Marmont's army at Sala-
manca. In the next yvear, when for the
firat time he could count upon an actual
superiority of force, his irresistible march
to Vittoria displayed his mastery of the
art of using an advantage to the uttermost.
Napoleon himself never punished a strategio
fault on the part of the enemy with such
majestic ease and confidence

The merita of Wellington, considered
as a tactician, were discussed in the first
volume of this work. In the volume he-
fore us the author confines himself to re-
peating that the groundwork of the British
tactics wns the knowledge
of the fact that the line could beat the

! eolumn whether on the offensive or the de-

fensive. The data for forming the conclu-
sions had been in possession of any one

i who ohose to utilize them, but it was Welles-

ley who put his knowledge to full account.
Fven bafore he left India, it is said, he had
grasped the great secrat, und had romarked
to hin confldants that “the French wers
sweeping everytning hefors them in Kurops
by the use of the formation in column,”
but that he was fully convinead that the
column could and wonld bhe beaten by the
Ine. The column syatem he believed to ba
a false one against steady troops. Yet,
avan though the epoch-making, vet half-
forgotten fight of Maida had oocurred sinece
then, the first Pesinsvlar batt! « came
workd,  Atter Vimdera
and Taluvera, it became known that the
line was certainly superior for the defansive,

=

It remains to glance at Ney's movements | a vigorous local offensive, and Wellesley | but it was only the triumphant line advance

in Galicia and the Asturias before we come

saw the advantage of the central position

'

of Salamanca that finally divulged the fact

— ]

that the British method was equally surs
:und certain for the attack ’
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| .llili((try historians will probahlv agres
{ with Prot. Oman in thinking that Wellesloy'

Oporto campaign against Marshal Soult |-
one of his atropgest titles to fame. 1.
had at his disposal 16,400 British and 11 .40
Portuguese troops, of whom the latter wer
either untrind in the ficid or demoralized
by their previous experiences.  His sy
jority in mere yumbers 16 Soult's corji
of 23,000 men was therefore small,

he was lamentably destitute of cavale
and artillery. It was no small feat, ther

fore, to expel the enemy from northos
Portugal in nine days, and to cast 1o
into Galicia, stripped of his guns and b -
guge, and with a gip of more than 4 o
men in his ranks. This had been wecom-
plished at the expense of no more (hy

500 casnalties, sven when the soldies s whiy
fell by the way from sickness and fa e
are added to the 300 killed and wounded 1y
the engagements of May 11, 12 and 13
There is hardly a campaign in history
which s0 much was accomplished a
small a cost. Wellesley had exactly cape
viedd out the programme which he 1 1
set before himeelf when he had lefy Lishon,
the defeat of the enemy and the delivera o
of the t wo Portuguese provinees heyvond 11e
Douro. There was one s hort moment at wiie,
Wellesley had it in his power to deal Sonly
a heavier blow than he had contempin g,
On the night of May 12-13, the main holy
of the French Sacond Corps was in a Ja-
plorable condition, and must have hoeen
destroyed had the British been close ay
hand. If Wellazley had pursuel the Qv .
foe on the afternoon of the victory of
Oporto with all his eavalry and the jesa
fatigued regiments of his infantry, nothing
could have saved the French. The oppor-
tunity, however, was one which could uot
have been foreseen.

Having expelled Soult from Portugal,
Welleslay decided to enter Spain, aftir
concerting with the Spanish General Cuensia
a plan of operation against Marshal Victor,
who barred the way to Madrid. 1t is well
known that Victor was reénforeed b
Sebastiani before battle was joined .
Talavera on July 28, 1809. In that batt s
18,000 Briticsh under Wellesley supporied
and repulsed the attack of 28,000 Fren h
infantry—the French division of Vilatte,
which was only slightly engaged, being
in this calculation omitted from the toisl
of the assailants. The British occupicd
strong ground, but not 8o &trong as to
counterbalance a superiority of 10,000 e,
The real fighting power of Wellesiev's
foot soldiery was shown in the lower parts
of the field, whera BSherbrooke's and
Mackenzie's 8,000 bhayonets achieved a
marvellous success over the 15,000 men «of
Lapisse and Sebastianl. Of this success,
our authur says: “Doomed to apparent
ruin by their own rash valor in pursuing
the enemy across the Portiia rivulet, they
yot recovered their line, reéstablished tha
battle and finally won an almost increditin
victory. The ‘First Division® of the Pen-
insular Army—the Guards and the German
Legion, who fought side by side throughont
the whole war—had many proud days be-
twean 1800 and 1814, but rurely Talavers
was the most honorable of them all. Yor
probably Mackenzie's brigade and Don-
nelan's Forty-eighth must claim an even
higher merit—it was their prompt and
steady help which gave their comrades
time to re-form, and ward off the possihility
of disaster at the critical moment.®

The losses at Talavera wers tremendons
on both sides. If the casualties of July 7
and July 28 be added, the British lost 5,365
men in killed, wounded and missing. The
French losses were decidedly heavier.
The total in killed, wounded and missing
was 7,268. The Spanish General Cuesta
never issued any proper return of his
casualties. He stated in one of his de-
spatches that they amounted to 1,201 men,
but our author does not believe that they
exceeded four hundred or five hundred.

Talavera ranks in history among the
great battles that settled nothing. Iis
indecisiveness was due to circumstances
beyond Wellesley's control. The attemy:
of the allies to capture Madrid failed, but,
on the other hand, the attempt of the French
to surround Wellesley and Cuesta by 2
flank march on the part of Soult failnd
also. If we Jook to the net results of all
the fighting since the beginning of May.
1809, we must recognize that the balance nf
loss stood against the French. They lLiud
abandoned Galicia and the Asturias, as
well as their precarious hold on northern
Portugal. They had gained nothing save
that their forces were concentrated in A
good central position instead of being
dispersed from Corunna and Oporto as far
as Merida and Manzanares. The rext
move was in the hands of the Emperor

M. W. H.
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TWO ODD FISH IN A TANK.

A Climbing Peroh Made Lazy by the Ane
phiuma It Was Meant to Reform.

The amphiuma is an amphibian thed
looks very like an eel, except that it has no
fins. It has four very small rudimentary
legs with three toes on each.

It can dart about with eel-like sudden-
ness when it wants to, but it likes bettor
to lie atill and motionless.  Often the am-
phiuma, at the Aquarium, which is about
two and a half feet long, when seen lving
with two-thirds of its body at the surfacs
of the water and the tail hanging limplv
down, has been thought by visitors to [»
dead, and they have more than once =»
informed the attendants.  Their opinion
undergoes a very complete revigion if
anything happens to start the amphiuma .

It was thought that it might be a gool
thing to put some more lively creaturs
into the tank with the amphiuma to give
a little relief to the tank when the amphimr
waa having one of its long dead spells,
and so they put in a climbing perch.

Despite its name the climbing perch is,
so to speak, a straight fishi. It has 1o
legs or attachments of any sort except the
tins of a fish. It climbs with its fins

It is said that the climbing perch can
climb trees, but certainly the climbing perch
can climb out of water on to the adjacent
gronnd, which it does by raising itselt o
ite fink and 8o working itself torward.

The climbing perch, while not the liveliest
and most incessant kwimmer in the worll,
is n fairly active fish, and it was expected
to give soma ife to this tank.  But it seenis
really to be inclined to follow the amplii-
uma s example and be lazy, and it and tbe
amphiuma have apparently made friends

The eclimbing perch g a small fish, rhia
one heing four or five inches long; but ot
shows no fear of the two-and-a-half foor
amphiuma.  On the contrary, on one da
not long after it had heen put in the tank,
it was seen lying within a ring which tio
amphiuma had fored by eoiling ite body
on the bottom of the tank, the climbing
perch's head being partly under the anig!
uma’s side.  Or the amphiuma may be seon
stretehed out somewhere in the tank with
the climbing perch lving near it.

The placing of the climbing perch @
the amphiuma’s tank can hordly be said
to have aecomplished its purpose. Tin
sitnation {. further somewhat complient i d
ny the faet thal now =ome vigitors read
I the labels on the tank and geeing its i

legs mistake the amphinma for the elimbing

wreh: but the seeminely |’,/rim|dl_v manti

n which climbing perch, and amphiuma
lgﬂ on together is not without interest.
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