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Judge Grosscup on Navings Banks
and Corporations.

In an address delivered befors the
Lutheran Assembly at Dixon, I, last
week, the Hon. PETER STENGFR GROBS-
cup, Judge of the United States Court
of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit,
brought a new accusation againat mon-
opolies. They force people to save their
money ‘and put it in savings banks.
Judge GROSSCUP views with alarm the
increased deposits made in these banks
in the last few wears. [If things were
as they should be, if “polite swindlers
and high-up rascals” had not broken the
laws and given stocks a fictitious value,
these millions of deposits would not be
“lying idle.” They would have been
invested. Apparently Judge GROSSCUP
regards 3% or 4 per cent. as inadequate
interest on money and regrets that the
“laboring classes” accept so pitiful re-
turng. The rasecally monopolies have
wctually forced people to make safe, in-
tead of speculative, investments.

What is to be done to baffle the mon-
opolists and clean out the savings |
hanks? Judge GROSSCUP tells us: |

* Change the laws so that no set of men can '
organize a corporation except on a strict legal basls. |
hen put it under such supervision as the natlonal
Lanks are subject to, and I helleve that, little by
iittle, this Immense hoard In the savings banks of
£10,000.000,000 will be irickling Into ownership

again.” |

Judge Grosscup's summary of the I
history of corporations is interesting:

“ 1 say nothing against the man who makes bly !
ortune honestly, but when | see the laws of my l
country, Introdiced to enable men to consolldate H
noney for the publie good, turned Into the excuse i
or swindles that should land the promoters in the |
enttentiary, and when 1 see that to be the almost |
niversal history of corporations, every dropof my |
lood bells with hate and revenge.” :

: g '
Clearly, Judge GROSSCUP  possesses |
the jucicin] temperament in an unusual ]

degree,

I nderestimates.

If the Jemocrats are to have any rea-
axpectation of defeating Mr.
CcsEVELT next year, they must not
né »e the mistake of underestimating his
politica! strength or his present personal
popalarity.  Such an  indiscriminating !
npirior. of him as the Nashville American |
sives shows not only an excess of parti-

qan~nit, but at least a partial misunder- '
stending of the situation: 1

poLs o

‘Tpbalanced, unreliable, full of self, empty of |
yrudence, of knowledge, of discretion, of the com-
nrehension of the laws of nations, of the laws of his
e country, of even the little soclal laws, Mr.
{s & fallure. Is that not mlpnhln‘fl
Jqust we needs hutt our heads agalnst a plainer
propositlon to take cognizance of this all o ap-

ROo®TVELT

parent national misfortune? Must there be yet |
\greaterone

“And yet the Republicans have already com- '
nitted themselves to this man's re’ lection, or rather
4 number of them have. States have Instructed |
oar him, conventions bhave Indorsed him, and for |
what® In the happy appreclation and enjoyment |
of our wondrous prosperity have any of us stopped i
‘o think for what good or gain we owe Mr. ROOAR- i
verr? Is it not all the reverse? What Democrat ;

an do worse *”

Here is an important Democratio :
journal talking as if anybody could beat |
ROOSEVELT ! |

Diamonds for Everybody.

Just how many quarts, or bushels, or |
barrels of diamonds are locked away in |
the vaults of the De Beers company is ‘
known only to those whose business it is |
to keep other people from knowing. That |
they hold enough to control the market |
and to regulate the market prices is well I
known to the world.

Were the product of the De Beers
south African diamond mining properties
to be placed on the market as it corpes
from the ground, day by day, or week |
by week, two results would immediately !
follow, One would be a decided fall in '
diamond values, and the other a market
subject to spasmodic fluctuation accord-
ing to the yvield of the mines. As it is,
this company, which has practically a
monopoly of the output, regulates the
supply in accordance with market con-
ditions. It pours out or it withholds,
and so maintains prices, certainly to its
own advantage, and posgibly to the ad-
vantage of all.

News is now at hand which makes
probable one or the other of two issues.
The discovery of a new diamond area is
reported from South Africa. Should
this prove to be an extensive deposit,
the De Beers must either control it or
effect a combination with its proprietors
by which the present system will be con-
rinued, or there will be an influx of gems
nto the market which will make dia-
monds as common as collar buttons.

The first reports of the new discovery
were received with general snnpticisrr;.
Reports of that nature had become too
common to excite any special enthusiasm,
Scatterad stones have been picked up
over a considerable area in South Africa,
and each new find was declared by the
lucky discoverer to be certain evidence

f a new Kimberley. The markot wearied
of such tales, and refused to respond to
the exuberance of prospectors who found
one or two isolated specimens,

The latest dlg-wovnry appears to be of a
more substantial nature.  Qualified ex-
perts have made careful examination
und report that at a point about twanty:
five miles east of Pretoria there really
dloes exist a new diamond mine of some
FIXEy or more acres in extent which is of
the same nature as the Kimberley prop-
erty.  The mining correspondent of the
l.fvndm\f'imvn reports to his paper, from

|

!
\
|

| to public and private interests. The time

Johannesburg, that, although before
visiting the properties he was very
soeptical regarding the permanent im-
portance of the discovery, after a care-
ful examination he had no hesitation
in stating that true “pipes” or “craters”
of diamantiferous soil really had been
found. He reports further that the soil
has been well tested throughout the
above-named area, and that a thousand-
foot borehole has already been sunk into
the so-called “blue” or dinmond-bearing
earth; that diamonds of fair quality are
found wherever the examinations have
been made, and that there is no reason to
doubt the value of the discovery. A later
despatch reports the receipt, at Johannes-
burg, of the first consignment of stones
from the new district. It consisted of
diamonds aggregating 33,000 carats in
weight in their rough state. Ixperts
found them of good quality.

It has been for many years a convic-
tion in South Africa that the Kimberley
and the Jagersfontein were not the only
diamond beds of that country. The new
Premier mine, if present reports be sub- |
stantiated by future tests, promises to !
add a third to the list of really important |
properties, and gives a cheerful encour~
agement to hopes that others may yet
turn up or be turned up, until even the
poorest of us can have all the diamonds !
he wants. The only trouble is that if |
that time should really come none of us
would want them.

A New Rapid Transit Policy for

New York.

Among the merchants in Broadway
between Forty-second street and Union
Square there is some difference of opinion
as to the use of that route for anextension .
of the rapid transit system. They are
unanimous in opposition to ditching the
street, after the method already pursued
in the digging of the subway, or even
after the new method which is to be in- |
troduced in Broadway below the Post
Office; but among many of them there is |
decided objection to building any sort of
underground road there,while others are |
favorably digposed toward a deep tunnel
whose constriuction would not interfere
with the surface of the street.

That such a tunnel could he built is
an engineering possibility as to which
there can be no dispute. Nor can it
be questioned that, in addition to the
deep tunnel across the island which is
to be constructed by the Pennsylvania
Railroad Company, others will be re-
quired and will be built very soon after
the present subway has been opened for
travel. It is obvious that, longitudinally
and transversely, Manhattan Island is

. destined to be bored with rapid transit

roads; but it is not less evident that
this community will never again per-
mit the Rapid Transit Commission to
tear up the streets as it has done and
is doing, in order to make ditches for
subway. The further constructions will
have to be genuine tunnels, and there i3
abundant engineering abhility to plan
them and carry them through.

The question whether the route of the
proposed rapid transit extension shall be
through Broadway or through Seventh
avenue may deserve discussion, so far
as concerns the relative advantages of
the two routes to the public generally

! and to the inhabitants of the districts |

traversed, but in neither the one nor the |
other ought there to be a repetition of the
present method of ditching. The damage
done along the Seventh avenue route |
might be less than in that in Broadway,

. but it would be serious, It is unnecessary,

and the smallest Seventh avenue shop=- |
keeper is ‘entitled to protection against

: the outrage of a ditch no less than the |
. great merchants of Broadway.

The Rapid Transit Commission has been |
furnished with a demonstration that its |
present method of constructing a subway
is offensive to the community and is in-
tolerable because of the injury caused

has come, therefore, when it must turn for
a solution of the rapid transit problem,
daily increasing in importance, to a sys-
tem of tunnelling of which there are
many examples to prove that it is en-
tirely feasible and distinctly preferable
to the ditching method.

That is, from now on there must be a
new rapid transit policy for New York.

Armenia Once More?

While the attention of the world is
concentrated on what is passing in Mace- |
donia, events of even greater gravity are |

t ocourring in Russian and Turkish Ar- |

menia. A few days ago it was an-
nounced that the Russian Government
had sequestrated the properties of the ,
Armenian  Church in the Caucasus,
amounting altogether to some $14,000,- |
000 in value, and would in future control |
the administration of the funds so as to '

prevent their misuse in the promotion
of the national idea among Russian and |
Turkish Armenians, and in sueccoring |
refugees from Kurdish and other atroci- ’
ties. This action of the Russian Govern- |
ment i8 an inestimable service to the |
Sultan, and is not impossibly in pur- |
suance of some bargain in connection |
with the Armenian people, '

After the great massacres of 1896 many |
thousands of Armenians fled across the
border and took refuge among their |
fellow countrymen in the Russian terri-
tory, where they were maintained prin- ,
cipally at the expense of the ecclesiasti-
ral establishment at Etchmiadzin, the
seat of the Catholies of the Gregorian,
Church. Early last yvear the Ruasian
Government caused large numbers of
these people to return to Turkey, where
they are again the victims of persecution
and outrage at the hands of the Ottoman
authorities and the Kurds; while armed
bands of revolutionists helonging to the
Huntchakist party are said to have
crossed over from Persian and Russian
territory. How these bands are main-
tained is uncertain, but the step taken
by the Russian Government removes all
possibility of its being out of the revenues
of the national church,

The consequences cannot fail to be
disastrous to the Armenians, who are
now left between the knife of the Kurd
and starvation, if they are even allowed
to take refuge in Russia; and to the
Sultan is tacitly given a free hand in
dealing with them. The only power
that, as yet, has made some ehow of inter-
Yention on ?eir behalf is Great Britain,

but the urgent representations just made
by the British Ambassador at Constan-
tinople are too much in the nature of an
old story to produce an effect without
the backing of force.

When, at the time of the great mas-
sacres, the British Government did
threaten force, an intimation that Rus-
sian gunners would Probably be found
with the Turkish in the batteries of the
Dardanelles was sufficient to show that
the Armenian matter had become a ques-
tion in which Russia and Turkey would
have to be dealt with as one. The se-
questration of the Armenian Church
properties by Russia confirms this view
and it is grave with consuquences, for
it may mean sooner or later the extino-
tion of the Armenians as a people, in the
same way as the Finns are suppressed.

In this policy the Russian Government
is sure of the support of the upper class
circles in Russia, among whom a strong
feeling prevails against Germans, Ar-
menians and Jews, and tosuch an extent
that Russian nationalist societies are
being formed all over the empire having
for their purpose the suppression of those
races and their virtual expulsion from

! the country.

As regards the Armenians, the ques-
tion is one of direct interest for Ameri-
cans. At the root of the Armenian
troubles are the ideas imbibed by the
thousands of young Armenians who have
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passed through the American missions

ary schools scattered throughout Asia
Minor, and the pledge of better govern-

ment given by the European Powers at |
the Berlin Congress. How that pledge '

has been kept is seen in the terrible
events of the past eight years, and there
ia no trace of an intention of the Govern-

. our Gulf coast.

ments of Europe to act in the future in
any way differently from in the past.

. The one chance for the Armenians seems
' to lie in a revolutionary outbreak in

eastern Armenia simultaneously with
the renewal of the insurrection in

Macedonia, followed by Ruesian inter-

vention to restore order.

Such a movement could hardly fail to
bring England, with perhaps another
Power, into action; and the fight for
supremacy in Asia Minor and the Persian
Gulf would begin. The Macedonian
question has been so arranged that it
need not cause war in Europe, but unless
Great Britain means to adopt a purely
defensive policy in Agia and wait behind
her own frontiers until they are attacked,
she is not likely to sit still while the ever-
advancing Russian tide creeps steadily
on to the ramparts of India, at the risk
of imperilling her prestige and position
within the circle of the Himalayas and
the Hindu Kush.

Sam Morris, Heap Good Indian.

We dare any old-fashioned cynic of
the frontier to go out to Oregon and
assert there the ancient saving that the
only good Indian is a dead Indian.  The
State will greet him with derision. In
Portland he is likely to have his scalp
taken, to be presented to SA3 MORRIS as
u sacrificial offering.

To understand the adoration of Sam
MoRRi8 by Portland we must, first of all,
clear ourselves of the sad Eastern opinion
that the game of baseball has degener-
ated into one of the many minor amuse-
ments of the American people. Baseball
in Portland is vital. When the Nine
loses, the newsboys of Portland muffle
their shouts; old friends pass one an-
other on the streets with faces averted;
salesgirlsa make faces at the customers
in the dry goods stores. But when the
Nine wins, even that continnous dull
pain which must pervade a city which
has the Hon. JOAN BARRETT in it8 midst
is forgotten. All is jov and light and
civic merriment.

Lately Portland has had more cause
to mourn than to swell its chest. The
Portland baseball players have played
with little fortune and only mederate
skill. They have kept themselves far
down the list of their league. The mut-
terings of the outraged city put despera-
tion into the hearts of the managers.
They went out after a new thing. They
found SAM MoRRris, a full-blooded Indian
of the Nez Percés tribe, at Salem. His
renown was mighty; they were soepti-
cal. But as they were in sore straits,
they took him on trial. At least, his

! failure, should he fail, would divert the

city's hostility for a time from themselves
to him. They went home and announced
what they had done; in the coming game
with the Sacramento nine, SAM MORRIS
was to pitch.

The City of Portland was sceptical,
even as the managers had been, but with
fine public restraint held its peace until
the redskin had his chance. How he re-

| warded this forbearance is best told in

the frenzied language of the Oregonian's
converted baseball reporter. It is well
to know, before beginning to read this
remarkable narrative, that Portland won
the game in the tenth inning by a acore
of 9 to 8:

“‘They laughed at SAM MORRMN, those Sacra-
mento baseball tossers, They hooted, yelled and
Insuited him, but with the stolelsm for which his
race 1s noted he pald no more attention to them
than he would have to the far off cry of a harmleas
night bird on the Nez Percés rcscervation. They
laughed at SAM MORRIS—~SAM MORRI® the ludian,
the amateyy., The laugh, the grin, the hooting,
the yelling and the Insult dled away and became
an unhappy groan In the sixth, when MORRIS sont
the ball over the fence for one of the longess home
runy ever made on the home grounds.

*FITZaRRALD had been sent to the rescue of
BrOWN, and the first ball over was bad. ‘The next
floated swiftly toward the heart of the plate.
MORRIS met 1t with all the beef and brawn of those
mighty arms and shoulders, and a sound llke an
eaploding cannon followed. Out the ball salled.
NDoYLe was after [t In deep centre fleld, but he
couldn’t have got it with a balloon, for It cleared the
fence with ten feet to spare, and the ball landed In
Washington county, The shoutof joy that greeted
MoRRIA'A homer broke all previous reacords. When

| the stars.

over the sign of a Portland" clothing
store which bore an inscription-promis-
ing “a new silk hat” to any man who
knocked a ball beyond it. We see SaM
in our mind's eye now, making decorous
progress down Third street, crowned
with his shining stovepipe, followed by
a volunteer honorary committee of Port-
land youth who have sacrificed their
newspaper-selling private interests to
their municipal pride; waved at from a
hundred windows by fair maidens who
have laid aside the pencil and the type-
writer to do honor to a hero; saluted
everywhere with paleface imitations of
the horrific ululations of his fathers.
We see his inky black hair swaying
austerely as he shakes his head in de-
clining the invitations which well-mean-
ing but demoralizing appreciators direct
at him from over swinging barroom
doors.

Never was a red hero more fairly or
deservingly enthroned in the heart of
the populace. With all the odds against
him, he did great deeds. He won the
game. He did not sass the umpire.
The only source of regret is his name,
It ought to have been Chief MAKES-THR-
BALL-FLY-LIKR-A-SWALLOW.

Lost—A Hurricane.

The West Indian hurricane whioch
wrought such havoc in Jamaica has
followed the course of the vast majority
of similar tropical disturbances. It
has vanished. Indeed, it is the rule, to
which there are few exoceptions, that
when these storms break loose with such
terrific fury at the outset as did this one,
they are quickly dissipated. Occasion-
ally with diminished force they reach
They very rarely visit

our Middle and North Atlantic seaboard

with anything more formidable than
heavy winds that are not an imminent
danger to prudent navigation.

It is the storm that begins more
moderately in West Indian waters which
is the one most. dangerous to our Atlan-
tic coast.
rapidity as it advances. This has been
the history of practically all the storms
which have been most disastrous along
the Atlantic shore. By the process of
induction from many instances covering
more than a quarter of a century, weather
observers who have the advantage of
experience and some theoretical knowl-
edge of meteorology have established
as almost an axiomatic proposition that
the West Indian hurricane most violent
in its initiative is least threatening to the
I'nited States. The Galveston atorm, to
be sure, swept heavily, although with
diminishing force, inland across the
continent But this storm was first
heard from in its full destructive fury
after it reached our shores, when it
wrecked Galveston.

Perhaps it was the part of prudence for

the Chief of the Weather Bureauto lock

upshipping all the way from Maine to and
around the Gulf when the Jamaica storm
went roaring off to sea. To be sure, it
would have been contrary to the general
rule had it reached our coast without
much diminished force. Yet it was well,
probably, to be on the safe side.

order his warning withdrawn when the
danger was past?

The weather map on Friday morning
showed the Gulf coast entirely clear.
The hurricane was lost. There were
some reports of it down Yucatan way,
but even these were vague and indefinite,
It was obvious by midnight on Thursday
that as a threat to our coast the storm no
longer existed. Yet the shipping mas-
ters were not notified. They were satill
left in uncertainty.
tied up, to the great loss of the carrying

trade, to merchants and to the various

other interests involved.

The Weather Bureau had been wrong,
that was all. History has afforded in-
stances of its being wrong before.

Plain everyday errors in weather fore-
casting are harmless enongh. It is when
they threaten grave disaster and are
persisted in, causing property loss or

threatening a calamitous panic, a8 in the |

case of the recent hurricane and of Mr,
Moorg's flamboyant hot weather pro-
nunciamento several summers ago, that
they become serious. Then it is that a
combination of lack of knowledge and
lack of common sense at the Weather
Bureau's headquarters becomes con-
spicuously disadvantageous

‘The Healthiest Man in the World.
The Hon. SaM JoNES of Toledo,

GOLDEN RULE JONES, SUCKER Rop SaMm |
JONES, the leading friend of humanity |
and foe of all monopolies but his own,

is a8 accomplished physically as he is
intellectually. He can stand on his
head for thirty seconds, and often does

so for his own exercise and the de- |

lectation of the public. He sleeps on

the roof of the house, for the sake of

purer air and a nearer communion with
Both politically and with his
feet he is the best runner in Toledo. And
his appetite is supernormal, as this
curious fact, recorded by the Cincinnati
Commercial Tribune, shows:

“ Mayor JORNSON went to Toledo to swallow

| Mayor JONES, but SAM Jowxs did the swallowing. "

he came to the bench one madly enthusiastlc fan

threw him a five-dollar gold plece, while others
threw sliver at him.
“The sight of the grand stand and bl s

SAM has got Tom down, but can he ,

keep ToM down? We tremble as wo

think of that friend of humanity with |
such an enormous dose of monopoly in

his midst,

A surprising report concerning the effect |

of automobiles on the surfaces of modern
roads comes from Surrey, in England.
The Surrey County Council has called
attention in a paper presented by the
county surveyor to the increasing use of
motor vehioles and to the damage done by
them to the highways in certain parts of the
British Empire. The following is an extract
from the document:

“ The automoblle trafMe has had a curlous effect
upon the roads, especlally upon flint roads on adry
foundation. The large rubber tires separate the
small material from the large and extract It, and It

LIS ac

standing on thelr toes, waving thelr hats, canes, !

umbrellas and yelling ke mad, and Monrams, his
Inky black bair waving and tossing wildly as he
ran around the bases in that long, gracetul, loping
galt, was something worth seeing. The sceno was
by far the wildest and moat joyful ever seen at the
Twenty -fourth street grounds.”

It is pleasant to know that the popular
adoration, born of early distrust and
ridicule, was not the Indian’s only re-
ward. In passing “Into Washington

oounty,” that home-run hit travelled |

heavy motor traMo, to fnd long lengths of auch
roads as Portsmouth road, where the surface had
boen perfect in sthe moming, covered with a fine,
sharp grit which had boen aucked up duringthe day

by indla-rubber tirea. This movament of the small |

material allows the large stones to grind and woar
more rapidly than when the Interatices are properly
Nlled and she road more solid.”

The surveyor further said that he had
found from personal observation that an
automobile moving swiftly on a gravel or
flint road virtually destroyed the road
surface by disturbing it in the way indi-
oated. He declared that if hormeless ma-

AUGUS'I:‘ ’-l"ﬂ.
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ehines multiply rapidly in the near future
it will be necessary to' build much better
roads than those of to-day, and recom-
mended that the owners of these vehicles
be required to pay an annual tax for the
reconstruction and maintenance of high-
ways. )

Highway engineers in the United States
have invariably expressed the opinion that
automobiles, instead of injuring the roads
were positively helpful to them. Our advo-
cates of better thoroughfares have often
referred to the “beneficial effect” of these
vehicles on the modern roads as anmrgu-
ment favorable to the extension of the good
roads movement. They maintain that the
rubber tires tend to harden a roadbed and
make it smooth.

If these new conveyances arq impairing
the highways in England, it would seem that
the trouble must be due to some slementa
used in the con’ruction of the latter which
are not to be found here. It will be diffi-
cult to convince Americans that the auto-
mobile is harmful to American roads.

It Mr. Josken PuLiTzer's liberal gift of
$2,000,000 for a college of journalism at
Columbia Unijversity results in the produc-
tion of one first-class newspaper man, it
will not have been made in vain.

Leading wine producers of the Rhine and
Moselle expect to make a display of their

It gains in strength and in |

But,
why did the eminent prognosticator not '

Shipping remained |

oceurrence now, :
) co now, after & dry day with | 00 eno 40 rule all the land, whether far or ot hand,

The Fountaln, insulted, was Public Opinton.

products at the St. Louis Exposition. An
| intelligent exhibit of these famed wines will
| be interesting and valuable. Rhine wines
' are especially esteemed by Americans of

German birth or descent, who claim for them

| necessary.

| must do according to the philosophers.

| for the sake of logic.

| health-bringing qualities, in addition to deli- !

' caoy of flavor. The present annual impor-
tation of 500,000 gallons of Rhine wine in
the wood and 75,000 dozen bottles may be
increased without irterfering with the

i market for Missouri and Ohio wines of like

character or the California product, and

the exhibit at St. Louis ought to stimulate
interest in the commodity.
e t———————
RATTLESNAKES IN CALICO.

. dote for Too Much Whiskey.
To T™E Epiror or THE SuN-—-Sir:  In 1882
| a discovery of quartz in southern California
! atarted the Calico district with a boom. The

of the country. The newapaper of the town
of Calico was the (‘alico Print. It was in the
country of rattlesnakes, cactus and horned
tonds. These rattlesnakes were of the kind
known as “sidewinders.” owing to their
method of locomotion.

John Dauggett was candidate then for Lieu-
tenant-Governor of California, with Gen.
Stoneman for Governor. Daggett had a
large outfit, and in charge was a most vera-
cious man, who tells this story about “side-
winders.” It was summer time, few cabins
and housea had been built, most of the men
sleeping in brush tents put up in the beds of
the dry arroyos.

A mile or more from Dagrett's camp was a
saloon, and to this one evening went Jim
Hard and George Peard, two of the miners. to
load up. ‘I'hey returned late at night, George
very full and Jim comfortahly londed. George
fell'into his bunk in their brush tent, but im-
mediately jumped up, calling out that he had
been bitten by a rattlesnake. Jim, in his
drunken wisdom, knew just what to do.
He took Peard over to n nearby woodplile,
and there, with a hatchet, chopped off the
index finger of his laft hand where Peard
claimed the rattler had struck him.

Up at the mine office was stopping that night
a dactor, who was soon called.  T'pon exami-
nation of the detached finger he declared that
it hud not heen bitten by a rattlesnake. Fur-
ther mwst,hﬁnion showed that Peard, in
falling into his bunk, had made the leaves
rut‘tlo and struck his finger against a sharp
point.

It j& on record in Calico that Peard did not
get drunk again for a month. M.

New YORK, Aug. 15,

What the Saratoga Monument Commemorates.

TO TRE EDITOR OF THE SUN-~Sfr: In to-day's
SUN there is a dispatch from Saratoga saying that
Dewey had just retumad from a visit to the “Sara-
toga Battle Monument.”

Now, I wish, In the Intersst of historical accu-
racy, that you would allow me to corvect this. The
monument ls merely .the “Saratoga Monument,”
but If. any thing further Is requirad to designate it,
1tshould be, and is, ofMclally known as the *Saratogs
Surrender Monument.” Its erection had nothing to
do whatever with the batties of Saratoga, which
took place nine miles south of the present site of the
monument in Schuylervilie, on the Hudson.

As | say. the monument |s supposed to commem-
. orate the surrender of Hurgoyne's army to Gates,
which took place In the alluvial flats of the Hudson
nearly at the foot of the bluff on the top of which
stands the monument.

I am tired or correcting this misstatement; yet the
. D. A. R of Saratoga (who should know betterywill
’ persist in calling It the “Saratoga Battle Monument."”

WILLIAM L. STONE,
| Secretary to the Saratoga Monument Assoclaslon.
! MT. VERNON. Aug. 14,

The Exact Variety.

Knicker—1
beaux married was a dark horse.

Bocker-—No, he was a blond donkey.

SONGS OF THE DITCH.

The Channt of the Enraged Merchant.
With patience utterly worn,
And tired of thelr vain regrets,
A merchant sat, In a terrible rage,
Plying his epithets!
Diteh! Ditch! Diteh!
All dirt, and grime, and dust,
And still with a volce of hopeless plteh
He cussed, and cussed, and cussed!

\

“Diteh! IMtch! Diteh!
The customers hold aloof,
And Ditch! Ditch! Diteh!
Of unish there isn't a proof!
It'soh! to be aslave
Along with the rest of the crowd,
But this ditch will assuredly be my grave,
And microbes furnish my shroud!

“Diteht Diteh! Diteh!
Til the braln begins to swim,
Diteh! Diteh! Ditoh!
TiU all chances of trade grow dim'
DBiast, snd haramer, and plck,
Plck, and hammer, and blagt,
Tl | hear them nightly In my dreams.
And wonder how long they will last!

“Pleeht Diteh! Diteh!
From weary chime to chime.
Diteh! Diteb! Diteh!
Til (¢ really amounts to a crime!
Plck, and bammer, and blast,
Blass, and hammer, and pick,
Till the hoad Is sore, and the braln benumbed,
And the heart ls very slok!

“Ob! for s long respite,
A respite we should have got!
No blessed let-up for love or gold.
Though they promised an awful lot!
From Harlem to the Battery
| They 're here--and here to stay,
For they will not stop, they're golag 1o try
To open up Broadway!”

With patience utterly worn,
And tired of thelr valn ragrets,
A merchant sat, in aterrible rage,
Plying his eplthets!
Ditch! Diteh! Ditch!
All dirt, and grime, and dust,
"And still with a volee of hopeless pitoh,
(For from their position they will not switch!)
t He cussed, and cussed, and cussed!
LA Tovene HANOOOK,

A Fable.

A dear littie Ll at whose base ran a rill,
But who called itself Beaut!ful Mountain,

And ancored at the diMdent fountaln.

I'm a Beautiful Mountain, it cried In Its pride;
That mean Uttle streamlet annoys me,

With 188 murmurs aud wborls as It stupldly purls
While this acheme of domlnlon employs me.

Then (rlendly ralvs fell and It saw the stream swell: |
To a torrent dgveloped the Fountaln, '
8o broad and so long, 40 Nerce and so strong,
That at laat It enguifed the poor Mounstain. l

Now the Beautiful Mountain was Greed of Dominion,

Al

! overlapping,
Case Where a Supposed Bite Wasan Antls

name was taken from the color of the rock '

THE GREATEST OF QUESTIONS.

Denial That Philosophy Cac Be Substi-
tuted for Religlon.

To tag Epiror or ThE SUN—8ir; Among
the delightful columns of THE SUN you print
to-day an interesting letter of a somewhat
unusual type, signed “Verus.” It is a letter
provocative of questions and suggestions,
hence the excuse for this.

“Modern” philosophy, always dogmatic
and fuhatical, has at length become trite-
from sheer oxhaustion. Why these criti-
clsms of religion and ite ministers? Is it not
time that these philosophers admit that the
“absolute” is not of this world? Man does
not take kindly to pure alcohol. The abso-
lute i8 not even imaginable properly, any
more than our imagination can form any
conception of the terrestrial globe other than
as a small ball,

Truth is relative here below. So is every-
thing else. There is a working average of
truth. Heroes and heroics, good or bad, in-
avitably commit suicide. Whatever exists
for any length of time becomes so fitted to
humanity’s deeds that it is polished “bald”
of all superfluities. Religion forms no ex-
ception to thia. All its rites, dogmas, organi-
zations, pageantries and so forth, profane as
they seem, must really represent the rninimu[n
It adapts means to ends, there is
no superfluous friction: at folicws the line of

least resistance, ends in a resultant force, and,
in fact, does everything that all other things

It seems to the practical man as if all na-
tions or races are deeply religious, and it also
seems that such races or nations as were not
religious died out; otherwise they would
in existence. Must a race chooss between
annihilation for the aake of absolute truth
and life together with relative truth?

1t would e a pity 1o be extinguished merely
¢ It would be wiser to
reflect In time that no great man or institu-
tion has ever thriven on logic: that if vou
bring into administration the apirit of the
infinitesimal calculus you will break.

The philosophers teach the distribution of
labor, the enforced specialization of civiliza-
tion (the deflnite heterogeneity), yet very
illogically refuse to allow the priest to be a
specialist. Let each be his own priest “if
necessary.”

Only men who apprehend the emotions
can deal effectively with the sane (philoso-

hers, pardon the word; it is full of meanlnfl.
he soul can never be studied scientifically.
emotion seeks expression. It crystal-
into poetry, art, religion—-the three
sometimes fusing--and their
teaching is naturally in the hands of experts
--priests, ports, artists, and so forth. Not
only does emotion seek expression, but the

lizes

expression of it i® an action, and those who
control the actions of that chaos-tending sea

of emotions represented by human passions
are the upholders of our entire civilization.
Let the philosophers give us a substitute
for religion. Let them put it into working
order, well organized, capable of comrollms
men's actions #very moment of the day an
dark. It is true, as they say, that if they tell
us that our silver dollar is a false one they are
not obli to substitute a true one; but what
if the false dollar is current coin, what if the
true one will not be ncm’pted. what if it fell
to pieees for lack of alloy? ) .
Let the philosophers eliminate religion
from the soul and then attempt to persuade
the wife that race-suicide s wrong, the child
that lying is not advantageous, the pnn‘wr
that livine is useful, the mob that lynching
is criminal,or the clerk that his employer is
not his legitimate prey. VERITAS.
NeEw YOorRK, Aug. 12,

To THE EpITOR OF THE BUN-—-Sir; Let me
remind the philosopher who signed himself
“Vorus” to nn article on “The Philosophy of
Life.” in Ta® Svx of yeaterday, that during
thetimeof Louis XV., and of \oltaire, religion
was side-tracked and philosophy held sway.
Fome of the results of that experiment are
told thus by Carlyle:

This era called phllosophy was in itself but a
poor era: that any 1.ttle morality it had was chiefly

borrowed, and from those :'on‘ ages which It ac- |

counted so barbarovs. *

Nay, of the age of Louls XV, wa may say that s !

very power, ity material strength, its knowledge,
all that It had, were horrowed.

It boasted itself to be an age of Hllumination: and
truly fllumination there was, of its kind: only,
axcept the Vlluminated windows, almost nothing
10 the seen thereby,

None of those great doctrines or |1M|tmlnns that

have “made man in all points a man,” none even of
those discoveries that have the most subjected ox
ternal nature to his purposes, were made in that

age.

qY'h'-y invented simply nothing: not one of man's
virtnes, not one of man's wers, 18 dqe to them:
tn all these respects the age of Louls XV. is among
the most barren of recorded ages.

Considering the then position of affairs, It is not
singular that the age of Lonis X1 should have been
what it was--an age without nobleness, without
high virtus or high manifestat'ons of talent: an
age of shallow clearness. of pollsh. self conceit,
scepticlsm and all forms of persifiage.

Carlyle admits that Voltaire did much to
give the death stab to “that horrid incubus

which dwelt in darkness, shunning the light” |

Superstition, hut he goes on to =ay:

That, with superstition, religion Is also passing
away, seems to us a still more ungrounded fear.
Relizion cannot pass away. The burning of a littie
straw may hide tha stars of the sky: but the stars
arc there, and will reappear.

In conclugion. let me say to “Verus” that

the Christian religion has done g0 much to |

alleviate the distress and suffering of man-

kind and to teach us how to live that before

he utterly destrovs it he should have some-

thing hetter to take its place than that old

failure, philosophy. H. R. P.
NEW YORK, Aug. 13.

To TRE Epitor or THe SuN-Sir:

| Jotter of “Verus,” in THE SUN to-day, calle

understand the fellow Miss Many- | ready in-existance, in New Jersey.

for the organizatien of “a strong body of |

freathinkers.” 1 refer him to one of the
atrongest organizations of freethinkers al-
It is sit-
uated at Morris Plains. though there it is

" known as a lunatic asvlnm,

The millions of childish citizens may not |

know the full meuaning of the labels with
which they are marked, but they do know,
bavond a donbt, the meaning o
with which “Verua” and his kind are marked
and exactly where they will land eventually.
These people who think because they have
read Herhert Spencer. sean Caliph Omar’s
name in print and “studied” religious history
that they are horn philosophers, make one ill.
PAsSSAIC, Aug. 12. LABELLED,

The Gentlemanly Prooeedings at Sedan.
To TAE EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir! 1 hope vou will
pardon me for saying that It s an old and not a new
story “about Sedan” that Gen, Faverot tells, not

! quite correctly.

1t was old King Willlam of Pruasia who exclalmed, !

i *Ach, dic braven, braven Leute!" (Oh, whatbrave,

| brave fellows!)

[ fantry in an herolc effort to break through the Ger- |

| man lnes.
by the way, are Fronch poets and writers of note, ,

He did 50 when he saw the cavalry
division of Gen. Margueritte charging Pruasian In-

Margueritte was killed. His two sonas,
Then Marquis de Galllifet took command and con -
tinued the hopeless attack.

There was no exchange of salutes or cheering on
either side, but the story has often been told with
pen and brush.

E. von Wilderbruch, has
praised the herolsm of his country's enemy In his

| poem, "Sedan,” and, 1ast not least, the monument

to be erected near Sedan will hear as lnscription:
"AH, LES BRAVES, WRAVES OENS!

Mot du Rot Gulllaume de Prusse.”

NEwW YORK, Aug. 14, ALPRED KERR,

The Other Five Cutters.

To ™R FDITOR OF THE SUN-—S8ir: The Hon.

ters have been loaded down to the gunwales. He
1% clearly mistaken, as the tickets were limited to

two for each ofMcer, and the guests could hardly i
be seen. |
It seems rathor small to erowd the Gresham and |

the Onondaga with personal friends of the Secre
tary and the Collector, and not to allow the oMoers
of the other five cutters to lnvite a few friends.

(Goodness knows these gallant fellows have Iittle |

enough of the time of thelr sweesthearts and wives!
NEw YORK, Aug. 18, OBSKRVER,

— ——

Complaint About a Governmount Pablication.
To THE EDITOR OF THER SUN--Sir: For several
vears I have had occasion to read with some care
the Monthly Bulletin of the Bureau of the Amerlican
Republics. This seml-officlal publication, lssued
from the Government Printing OMce, It properly
managed, would have a very conslderable value to
those interested in Latin-Amerioan afairs. But,
It seems safe Lo say, It 1s not properly managod
lf:rl nlo nc\;unne s ml:ued properly when ver;:
plainly 0 rsons who prepare the co
now what |g:v are writing about, iodavial
The amount of sheer stupidity in the Builetin is
amaaing: or do the editors assume that thelr read-
ers are abnorimally rrmplcu'imx!? Even so, and |
accepting tha compliment, we find it a rather diy- |
heartoning task to plek
bollvianos, soles, bollvars, sucrds, represanting
sliver, gold, or depreciated pap«r (hut who knows?), |
An+lllll Indicated mcln;l,v hy'l;ne Ssign U
iere are other things that might be sald H
the Monthly Bulletin of the Dureauy of the Am:g:":n‘ {
chubllr‘n. Can’t something be done*
NEw Youx, Aug. | ) S 15

our way among pesos

His Wish—-and Hers.
From the Cincinnati Commarciaé Tridbune
“1 wish,” he sald, “you could make plew,
Like mother used to bake.”
“And 1,” sald she, “wish that you made
The cash pa used to make!*

mas ey

The |

the labels |

A big palnting in the Berlin Na- !
. tonal Picture Gallery commemorates the scene. |
' Germany's battle poet,

REPUBLICAN ORITICISM OF PRES
IDENT ROOSEVELT.

A Supporter’'s Frank and Falthful Com.
ment on His Way of Doing Things.

To Tae Epiror or THE SoN--Sir: [ an
o Republican of more than forty years' nc.
tive service, and a supporter of Presiden
Roosevelt; but this does not prevent me from
seeing some of his mistakes--among which,
for his own political good, I beg to mention
only two or three, ‘

When President McKinley was assassinated
and Vice-President Roomevelt bscame Presi-
dent, he very wisely pledged himself to carry
out the policy of McKinley; and while he has,
in the main, done so, yet his manner of doin g
80 has been so very different from the diplo.
matic and conciliatory way of his predecoss.-
as to sometimes excite the criticism of evaen
his earnest party friends.

To begin with, take tha Booker Washing-
ton incident. Up to that time McKinley had,
by his suave and agreeable manner, almost
completely won over to the Republican parry
the then lately hostile Southern States tha
were then just ready 'to accept and suppor
the Republican policies, when Pregiden
Roosevelt, in his forceful and “strenuous
way-—doing no more than McKinley had
always done, and being no more for “negr,
equality” than McKinley had always been-
set the Sonuth on flre merely by the manner
of the incident.

Again, when the Indianola post office in-
cident occurred, Roosevelt was no more what
the Democrats call a “nigger lover” than
McKinley; but again his manner of treatment
of the question was lacking in that smooth
way that always charaoterized McKinley
and, as a consequence, completely turned
back in all the Southern States the flood tide
of sertiment thit was jurt about ready o
throw itaelf into the lap «f the National Re.
publican party and drown out what little lif+
there was at that time left in the Democrati
party. It was not the thing done, but the
manner of doing it, that auddenly ochanged
the Southern Democratic political tempe
from almost adoration of President McKin
ley to that of almost contempt for Presiden,
Roosevelt.

Now, finally, comes the Gen. Miles incident,
to cap the chapter of political indiscretions.

The efforts of GGen. Miles in varfous wavs
to thwart the President's policies and em
 barrass his Administration were well cal.
enlated to bring upon a military subordinata
the reprimands of the Commander-in-Chie!
of the Army and Navy of the United States
but, with all this, Gen. Miles had performed
| long and honorable service to his countr:
and was, with all his sins, entitled to an order
for his retiring untinged with any appar
ently personal reflections. In other words
the President's order of retiring was not »
wisely expedient one.

All these things taken together are calen
lated to weaken the hold with which even th
President's friends have been and are atll
clinging to him.

Some of us, therafore, think that ther
can now be no impropriety in calling his a:
tention to the importance of cultivating
henceforward, a4 somewhat more cantio
and diplomatic regard for the manner
| which he may pursue even a righteous issus

Even a good act may be sometirmes performe:
. in an offensive manper.

In conclugion, please let him bear in mio
that these eriticisms are those of an earnes
supporter, both for the present and the nex
term: and are given not to wound, but to les!
There is no man 8o high but that he may b
vet higher raiced: and no man &o perfect b

' that he may be bettered by sound and m
partial and unselfish advice.

President Roosevelt is an honest and s
man: let him combine with these the adl
tional virtue of a “strennous” diplomacy

WiLLI1AM R. MOORE (of Tennessee )

ATLANTIC Q1TY, Aug. 15,

R

The Story of a Grab for Profits at ths
Expense of the Publlo.
From the Journal of Commerce
| When the plansof the Rapid Transit Subwav

| were given that there would be very lttlo
tearing up of street surfaces and interruption
of trafic. Shafte would ba opened and cut
| tings made here and there, which would b
bridged over, and the work would be carrie«
on beneath a surface over which the mormu
movements would proceed with little dis
turbance and no damage to business. Whe)
the construction hegan this promising pla
was abandoned, and it was said that one sid
of a street would he opened at a time for ghor.
distances and traffic turned upon the other
side, and the work wonld proceed with thy
minimum of obatruction. But even this hai
way plan was pursued only here and there
Contractors became utterly beedless of publi.
convenience and the interests of busines:
along the subway, and the comrisgion grey
lax in enforcing its requirements. Hug:
trenohes were dug over long stretchea, some-
times including hoth sides of a crowde
street, and were laft open month after month,
while paving stones, material, débris an.
temporary structures encumbered the road
waysand sidewalks as placesof free storage
There i no longer any doubt that the sub
! way system is going to be sufficiently profit
able to justify the exp@ise of the most scien
! tiflc method of construction. There i no ex
ouse for any more of the clumsy ditching

! that has been going on so long
| ML R IR

Condensed Guide to Political Opiniow
From the St. Joseph Gasetie.

17 Joseph W. Folk Is nominated for Governor th:
Democratic party will carry the State by a majon’
greater than has ever becn known in the history o}
i Missourt.

i From the Buffalo Commercial
12 Gen. Wood reads the papers he must be troubled
' to Aind hearty acqulescence In his rapid promotion

From the St. Louis Globe-Democrat.

The chairman of the State Democratic Comm!!
| tee of Tennessee has conducied a canvass amno:

representative members of his party in carous
! paris of the State, In which 320 persons favor Parke
for the nomination in 1004 as compared with 156 for
RAryan, 12 for Gorman, 9 for Cleveland and ? 0!
Hill

Jrom the Hartford Courant.
Leonard Wood 1s very far from being a tin sl
dler, but he is probably betier fitted to be a Medical
Director than a Major-General.

From the Albany Erening Journal.

Mr. Jacob A. Cantor’'s early announcement thit
he I8 golng to step “out of politics” when his term 4
Borough President expires will be taken by not
few to Indlcate a yearning to reach ouv for 10
Giovernorship

From the Chicago Tridbuns.
Americans would be quite satisfied to see Mr
Root remain Secretary of War and Mr. Taft Gov-

| emmor of the Philippines.

| Leslle M. Shaw, Secretary of the Treasury, s quoted |
' as saylng that In former Cup races the revenue cut- !

F'rom the Utica Obsereer.
If Congressman Littauer found “vindication” '*
Secretary Root's comments on his case, the charg»)
made by Mr. Keck must come close to baing a halo

From the Cincinnati Enguirer.
This 1s & poor time for veterans of great desds
1t Is too much glven to military theatricals and
shams.

From the !.om.u(ua Evening Post.
The Influences now controlling the Demoeratic

| party of Kentucky are oligarchic and not demo-
| eratic.

From the Florida Timaes-Undon.

Says Roosevelt to Durbin: “Dear Governor, staon
you have made a ten -strike, please divide the pre-
ceeds with me.”

An lohthyelogist Highly Honored.
From Bulletin 1,002 of tha Undted States Fish Com.
méssion.

During the summer of 1808, while collncting larg+
quantities of Percina caprodes tn Tippecanoe Lake,
a single large specimen of darter was taken whicl
could not be identifed with any desoribed specias.
1 thought then and since, until recently, that iv

| might be & hybrid between Percina caprodes and

Hadroptarus aspro bepause of evident Intarme
diate characters. After bolding the speetmen fo;
4lx years with the hope that other specimens migh*

| be taken, I published a note in the “Procesdings of

the Indlana Academy” under the title “An Aberrant
Etheostoma.” This new specles s among the
most beautiful and largest of the darters. It gives
me the groatast pleasure to name the species for
Dr. Barton Warren [Ivermann, Ichthyologish of
the United St Fah C Laat

At San Francisoe.
How History rapeats itselt and horoes dupiiotes '
lma:.mm-numm-tmu
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