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A Brief Retrospect.

For the wreck and disaster which be-
fell our finances and industries by reason
of the compulsory purchases of silver
bullion by the United States Treasury
neither of the two great parties is ex-
clusively responsible. It is, however,
to the credit of the Democratic party
that in 1884 there was chosen a Presi-
dent who clearly foresaw the peril.

In the interval between Mr. CLEVE-
LAND'S election and his inauguration,
he wrote his Warner letter. He uttered
another warning in his inaugural. He
appointed a Secretary of the Treasury
who enforced the warning in annual
reports to Congress. Reélected in 1802,
he convened, in August of the next
vear, a special session of Congress which
united with him in putting an end to the
vicious silver legislation then existing,
but did not see its way clear to enact-
ing at the time, as he recommended,
adequate legislation in support of the
gold standard.

That was unfortunately postponed,
and the postponement left CLEVELAND'S
Administration in the apparent stress
of danger that a silver dollar standard
might take the place of the gold dollar
standard, although, as the event finally
proved three years later, he and the
Congress of 1803 had really averted the
silver peril.

Alongside of an acute inflammation
of the silver question in those years
was the ever-recurring tariff question.
It assumed a new aspect in the national
conventions of 1888, largely because
Mr. CLEVELAND'S third annual message
the previous year had been devoted
entirely to the need of a reform of taxa-
tion because of an existing surplus of
gome $140,000,000--nearly one hundred
millions less than the present surplus
lving idle in the Treasury.

Mr. CLEVELAND denounced this
cumulated surplus as “indefensible ex-
tortion.” His message inspired by
reflex action the Republican platform
of 1888, and the McKinley Tariff law of
two vears later, which put tariff legisla-
tion on new grounds, namely, the need
of the exclusion of competing foreign
products, the invasion of foreign mar-
kets with our own products, and the
creation in those matters of a self-suf-
ficing nation.

A protective tariff became thereafter
a political rather than an economic
question. MCKINLEY'S tariff law of 1800,
his election six years later, and the
Dingley tariff of the next vear, rested
mainly on the theory of political and
national benefit.

The result was that American capital
leftits hiding places, whether at home or
abroad, whether in British consols or
French rentes or United States bonds,
none of which was a “speculative in-
vestment.”

When the Spanish war had delivered
to the United States the Philippines,
American capitalists were invited to
make united efforts at American com-
petition in the Far East. They responded
by promoting the growth of industrial
consolidation, which accomplished what
was sought but which is now condemned
by theé President as a fault.

The conditions of American produc-
tion, of the home market, and of our
exports at the date of President McKIN-
LEY’'8 death, show how well those Ameri-
can capitalists did their work, and how
near then was the goal of national self-
sufficiency which he desired to reach.

So near was it then that his utterances
only a few hours before the fatal tragedy
at Buffalo intimated that a part of the
tariff wall he had contributed to enact
could be safely modified; but his succes-
gor in office began instead a destructive
eriticism of the capitalists and corpora-
tions which had been engaged in sub-
stituting the conditions of 1901 for those
of 1803 to 1898,
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and Colored

British  Imperialism

Labor.

A striking proof of the difficulties that
stand in Mr. CHAMBERLAIN'S way in
carrying out his imperialistic schemes
is afforded by two simultaneous oceur-
rences in Australia and South Africa,
The Federal Parliament ¢f the Common-
wealth, under pressure from the labor
party and thanks to the wvacillating
policy of the Prime Minister, has just
passed a postal act that forces Australia
into a position that is farcical in ita as-
sumption of exclusiveness and superior-
ity. One clause of this preposterous
piece of legislative impertinence gravely
enacts that the Federal Government
shall refuse to pay mail subsidy to any
company employing colored labor, and
is palpably designed to force the Penin-
sular and Oriental Company, one of the
largest carrying companies in the world,
to discharge ite Lascar seamen.

The facts that these Lascar seamen are
subjects of King EpwaArD VII. and that
the question of their employment on the
high seas is one with which Australia has
no possible concern have been pointed
out to the Prime Minister by Mr. CHaAM-
BERLAIN, tersely, but with his custom=
ary courtesy. The Colonial Secretary re-
minds the Commonwealth that the Brit-
ish Crown stands formally pledged to ex-
tend the same just treatment and pro-
tection to all subjects wherever the flag
of the Empire flies. All sympathy and
consideration, he says, have been shown
by the Imperial Government toward
LAustralis's natural desire t6 prevent an

influx of the colored races. But the point
at issue in no way affects the purity of
race or the conditions of employment in
the Commonwealth. The British Post
Office would, therefore, not recommend
a grant of postal subsidies to any com-
panies refusing to employ Lascars or
other colored British subjects.

In one of her first legislative enact-
ments the Australian Commonwealth has
thus done her best to severall partner-
ship relations with Great Britain in the
vitally important matter of postal com-
munication, and, at the bidding of a few
extremists, has been guilty of an un-
warrantable and vexatious interference
with the obligations and policy of the
Empire.

At the same time, by a curious coinci-
dence, Mr. CAAMBERLAIN finds himself
confronted in South Africa with still an-
other phase of the colored labor problem.
Lord MILNER, the High Commissioner,
has asked for 10,000 coolies from India for
the Transvaal and Orange River Colony
railways, who are to be repatriated
at the end of their term of servico. His
correspondence with Mr. CHAMBERLAIN
on the subject is issued in a recent Par-
liamentary paper. In a telegram in
May he said:

“ Questlonof labor Is beginning to assume a really
alarming aspect. There are simply not enough na-
tives In South Africa, If they all worked, for our
growing requlrements, and wherever we turn out-
side for fresh supplies, with the solitary exception
of Brltish Central Africa, from which we may get
at most 10,000, we are met with a non possumus.
1 bave to polnt out that this country has taken
upon its shoulders an enormous burden of debt In
rellance on I enormous resources.  But 1t cannot
dovelop those resources without labor, and If we
arc destined to meet with a refusal wherever we
turn o look for labor we must soon be landed In
tinanclal embarrassment. The avoldance of this s,
It seems 0 me, a matter of more than merely local
concern.  There 1s no doubt that coolles for the
rallways would atford us conslderable rellet by
setting free natives for mines and agriculture.”

In reply, Mr. CHAMBERLAIN points
out certain difficulties. While adwmitting
that the introduction of coolie labor
would * beuetit all classes and sections
of the population of the new Colonies,”
and that the scheme “is in no sense an
immigration scheme,” he stipulates that
the Government must be assured that the
High Commissioner “would be justified
by public opinion in taking this step.”
He adds that the Indian Govern-
ment is not prepared to accede to the
request for a large supply of Indian
coolies without certain definite modifi-
cations of existing legislative enact-
ments with regard to the treatment of
Indians in South Africa.

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN concludes his re-
ply thus:

“The Secretary of State for Indla feels strongly
that the position of British Indlans In the two new
Colonles 13 most unsatisfactory, and regards the
conditlons which he lays down as moderate and
reasonable, and [t Is necessary 1o convince him that
his objections to the present state of things will be
fairly met by the reforms which you contemplate
betore 1t will be possible to enter on negotiations
with the Indlan Government with any hope of a
favorable result,”

What with Australia, on one side of the
world, seeking to stop the colored British
subject from even touching at her shores,
and South Africa, on the other, clamor-
ing to be allowed to welcome and to work
him, Mr. CHAMBERLAIN'S task, in pre-
venting the silken bonds of imperial
kinship from becoming unravelled, must
be a hard one.

Not a College of Humorous Jour-
nalism.

We advise President BUTLER of Co-
lumbia University to exercise some of his
remarkable powers of suasion upon the
so-called Advisory Board of the new
$2,000,000 Pulitzerean foundation, unless
he wants to see the proposed institution
degenerate into a funny column before
it gets a chance at the ethics and other
higher branches of the profession.

The danger ahead seems to be in the
“Advisory Board.” Mr.JOSEPH PULITZER
is doing his part, both with his pocket-
book and his newspaper. The cash will
be forthcoming. The advertising will
be attended to. The didactic features
will be arranged judiciously on the
Heights according to the scheme pre-
pared by the Founder. The press and
the public are awaiting with impartial
but genuine interest the progress of the
experiment. Everybody is well disposed
and anxious to be pleased. Everything
will proceed decorously and impres-
sively if President BUTLER, a gentleman
of uncommon taect, can manage to keep
the “Advisory Board” quiet for a while.

We are impelled to utter this friendly
word of warning by the surprising rebuke
administered on Saturday, in behalf of
of the “Advisory Board,” by the Brook-
lyn Eagle to the New York Evening Post
for venturing to discuss the project with
that candid independence which is the
very mainspring of successful honest
journalism. The Post has printed one
or two editorial articles on the subject
of Mr. PULITZER'S 8school. Some pas-
sages from these articles of the Post's
are here subjoined:

“Tenacity of purpose and strength of character
are, as Mr. SCHURZ remarks with great authority,
the crying needs of American Journalism. But
here nguly"n are drlven to ask, Can a school of
Journallsm supply them? We fear not, any more
than Mr. ANDREW 1. WHITE'S school of states-
manship could furnish public men
simply because vhey were speclally tralned, spurn
the wrong and expose the corrupter,
of character lie deeper than ‘schools’; and the men
who are to uplift Journalism must first have the
patlve stufr.”

“We are bound to admit that no great moral
uplift can derlve from a source which has done
so much, In the past twenty years, to degrade
American journallsm—even If the gift he made by
way of explation,”

“A general refusal to buy or advertise In a news-
paper which persistently sins agalnst good taste
and decency would do far more In a month to ‘tone
up’ our dally press than would the graduation of
hundreds of ‘bachelors of Journalism.' ., ,
Our respectable datlles have lttle diMculty In main-
talulng themselves desplte severe competition,
Such papers do not need to recrult thelr forces
from schools of journalism.”

The Post also printed a letter from a
correspondent who said, with perhaps
unnccessary directness:

"Sueh a school, to be really usetul, should teach

the opposite of everything that the World has been
or now 18"

who would,

The sources

We reproduce these remarks of onr
contemporary in order to explain the
disciplinary attempt of the “Advisory
Board,” through the Brooklyn Eagle,

'
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to which we have already referred as a
disturbing feature of the situation. The
Eagle, speaking officially or at least
semi-officially, solemnly intimates in
one of the most extraordinary articles
that ever appeared in any newspaper
that the Kvening Post, by its “cynical
and unjust attitude,” has forfeited its
chance of representation on Mr. Pu-
LITZER'S “ Advisory Board.” There is pain
in the language in which the Eagle com-
municates this official decision:

“It Is within the knowledge of the present mem-
bers of the Advisory Board of the proposed School
that it was Mr. PULITZER'S [ntentlon, on his return
In October, to request a well-known member of
the staff of the Post to become a member of the
Board, The terms In which he made known this
Intentton, should they ever be published, will show
on Mr. PULITZER'S part a capacity to be more than
Judiclously just and more than magnanimously
generous to those who have been nelther to him
for nearly twenty years.”

In this and in much that follows the
tone of sorrow is more apparent than
that of anger. The “Advisory Board”
gives our unfortunate contemporary at
Fulton street and Broadway a glimpse
of what it has lost by being overhasty
and too outspoken. If the Board had
been satisfied with that punishment we
should not now be calling President
BUTLER'S attention to the case. But,
not content with a naked sentence of ex-
clusion from the Pulitzerean conclave,
the “Advisory Board " proceeds to attempt
a verbal castigation of the offender, in
this unconsciously but really humorous
fashion:

“The Eagle employs these words with unfelgned
regret, but with no purpose ot reproach and with
no expectation of reform. Repeatedly the Post
dashes almost every hope that It can or would
llke to be falr. It has been so conspleuously un-
fair 1u this and In other instances of late that one
can well despalr of a change In it. Very likely,
protest against 1ts course will only lead It to re-
peat and to be proud of offences of whiecl It should
be heartily ashamed. Yet, under its new régime,
the Post more than once sought to encourage the
Idea that the malignity ot a preceding régime would
bo more honored in the breach than In the ob-
servance by the men of to-day on It. Hut what
Is bred In the bone will out In the types, and. while
that will exclte sorrow, it cannot justify surprise.
Happtly, the understudy of qualitles which should
nelther be Imitated nor emulated 1s marked by a
weakness of denotement and a fechleness of de
livery. which reduco the damage, though without
decreasing the elementary indecency the
clotted Inanity of the performance,”

Does President BUTLER think that an
“Advisory Board” which takes itself so
seriourly, and exhibits itself so comi-
cally, is calculated to enhance the dig-
nity of a great educational institution
sitting on a hill?

and

The Russian Advance Iin Asia.

Early in July last a significant greet-
ing was sent over the wires to the Czar
at Peterhof from the town of Turkes-
tan, in Central Asia, by the Russian Gov-
ernor-(reneral of the province of the
same name. The occasion of it was
the arrival at Turkestan of a special
train from Tashkent to celebrate the
opening of the southern section of the
nearly completed railway from Oren-
burg, on the Ural River, that will bring
the furthest Russian outposts in Cen-
tral Asia into direct communication
with St. Petersburg.

The distance between Tashkent and
Turkestan is 165 miles, and but 150 miles
more were required to be laid to connect
the latter with Perovsk, the point that
had been reached by the northern sec-
tion from Orenburg.

This line is of more than ordinary
importance, because of its great political
and military value to Russia in her ad-
vance through Central Asia to the west-
ern borders of China. Recent news
from India indicates that Great Britain
lays claim to all Thibet south of the
Kuenlun Mountains, that stretch from
the northeastern frontier of Kashmir
to the southern sources of the Hoang-ho,
but nothing is said as to the Russian
views on the subject.

There is reason to believe that the
Russians would assign a more southerly
limit to the British advance over the
Himalayas, and that it is to give better
effect to their intention to secure all
of Thibet that they can, that the con-
struction of the Orenburg-Tashkent
railway has been hurried on so ener-
getically that by the beginning of the
Central Asian winter it will be possible
to bring troops direct from any part
of European Russia to the outposts
on the frontiers of (‘hinese Turkestan,
instead of sending them over the more
tedious and roundabout route by way
of the Caspian.

In congratulating the Czar on the
accomplishment of the work, the Gov-
ernor-General of Turkestan laid special
emphasis on the increased power that
it would bring to Russia on her southern
frontier, and the great impetus it would
give to the development of Turkestan.
In connection with this subject it is note-
worthy that the Russo-Chinese Bank
has loaned two millions of taels to the
Chinese Government, without interest,
in return for certain privileges in Chinese
Turkestan. Among these is said to be
the right to construct a railway to Kash-
gar and Yarkand in continuation of
the Central Asia road, thus bringing
the hitherto most secluded parts of Asia
into immediate contact with western
civilization.

At her present rate of advance from
north and west, Russia will, within the
present quarter of the century, dominate
the greater part of the interior Asia and
u long stretch of its coast line.

Charles Eliot Against the World,

Rather late in life it occurred to Prof,
CHARLES ELIOT NORTON to turn away
from DaANTE and DANTE RoSsETTI'S
drawings and Italian cathedrals and
become the Censor of the American
people.  He had learned from his friends
CARLYLE and RUSKIN the art of bilious
speech and the habit of spanking the
world, The annual dinners of the San-
derson Academy in Ashfield, Mass., have
been for some twenty-five years the
scene of Prof. NORTION'S public admon-
itions of his countrymen. These admon-
itions must have relieved him of much
bile. So they have heen good for his
health; and thev have amused students
of the professorial manner.

We aresorry to hear that Prof. NorToN
has given up his Ashfield ~hair. He will
preside no more at those cinnerg of the
gods, Tt is some consolation to find that,

in his farewell address he surpassed him-
self, as this delightful dictum shows:

“ 1t 18 we of the white race who are barbarlans
and the inferior.”

If we remember right, Prof. Norron
sat apart from the anti-slavery agita-
tion. He was rapt in BOTTICELLI, in
DURrER. He was reading the “Vita Nuo-
va,” the Egyptian “Book of the Dead,”
the “History of St. Lou18.” An anecdote
which he used to tell of CARLYLE may
serve to indicate his attitude of aloof-
ness:

“Mr. SOOMNER talked to Mrs, CARLOYLE for six
mortal hours aboot the pulr, downtrodden, African
naygur, blank, blank him! "

Prof. NORTON'S present view of the
colored race merely reflects his deter-
mination to find the most unpopular
and impossible opinions and hurl them at
a world gone wrong. We shall miss his
vearly yowls. Will he not consent to
be a Chairman Emeritus at Ashfield?
Not all the psychological lore of Presi-
dent G. STANLEY HALL, not all the cur-
rents of “culture,” forever full, forever
flowing free, of Dr. HAMILION WRIGHT
MABIR, can console Ashfield and the rest
of mankind for Prof. NORTON’S silence.

Fierce Competition of University

Drummers.

For some reason, perhaps envy of
superior virtue and of unequalled skill
in milking capitalists, the Philistines and
Amalekites in (thicago and out of Chicago
have ungodly glee in inventing anec-
dotes about Dr. HARPER of the Univer-
sity of Chicago and his struggle with his
immediate competitors in the educa-
tional line. It is useless, therefore, to
try to calculate the respective percent-
ages of truth and falsehood contained
in this Chicago telegram to the St. Paul
Dispatch:

“A contest for students 1s belng waged among
the law schools of the Unlversity of Chleago, the
Unlversity of Michigan and Northwestern Unl-
versity, according to a report current at the Souta
Stde school, It lssald that any one of these schools
would rather secure one student from either of the
other two than two students from any other source,
An fustance of the rivalry came to lght yesterday,
when an adminlstrative oficer of the Northwestern
University, seeking to put an advertisement in
one of the publications of the Unlversity of Chicago,
declared that he would pay for the advertlsing with
a scholarshilp for tultion in the law school, but only
on condition that it be sold to some student at
present registered in the University of Chicago
school. Except on this conditlion he refused to
sign the contract, The rivalry between the Unl-
versity of Chicago and the Unlversity of Michigan
centres ahout the of Prof. I'notn R,
MECHEM from Ann Arbor to the local school. The
Chlcago 'laws’ assert that Prot. MECngM will bring
with him some students from Michigan.”

Be the tale true or false, it “reflects
credit” on the legitimate business en-
terprise of the institutions in question..]
It is the business of the “university
drummer” to take away as many of the
customers of hig rival as he can and to
“bark” as persuasively as hoe can; and
the employvment of a corps of football
men as “pullers-in” is sure to come if
the present fierce competition between
scholar-factories continues. Premiums
and free passes in the shape of scholar-
ships, reductions of tuition fees, “spe-
cial inducements,” and so on, are legiti-
mate business. Tuition “scalpers” are
inevitable; so are allowances to students
for mileage; and cash bonuses

It would be to the advantage of these
universities to form a pool and abolish
rebates and cut-rates; at least to divide
“territory.” Or Dr, HARPER might buy
out the others,

coming

We invite attention to the interesting in-
terview, printed in another colimn, with
former Senator MaTTuEW CALBRAITH
BuTLER of South Carolina, on the cotton
condition and outlook in this country.

Since the Spanigh war, in which Senator
BurLeR served as a Major-General by ap-
pointment of the late President MCKINLEY,
he has devoted hia attention to cotton
planting in Edgefield, 8. C., and along the
Carolina side of the Savannah River, where
he has large plantations.

His knowledge of the subject is accurate,
and his opinions are based on broad lines
of thought.

In 1800 the Russian Government was
invited to appoint a delegate on the Public
Debt Commission at Constantinople and
throw its war indemnity claims into the
general debt; but, continuing in the spirit
of Prince GORTCHAKOFF'S dictum at Berlin,
it declined the invitation.

The result now is that Russia is in a posi-
tion to exercise pressure on the Sultan to
his advantage, and at the same time to
protect him to her own advantage. In
the event of a new arrangement for the
fiscal administration of Turkey, Russia
can claim special privileges in Asia Minor
in consideration of her large war claims;
and in the event of a resistance on the part
of the Sultan to the absorption by a financial
commission of his sovereign attributes,
Russia could intervene with the greater
effect, primarily to her own profit.

Projeot for a Cup That Can Be Lifted,

To rne Eprror or Toe SUN—Si: A8 it
geenis by the frst race that the Cup will not
ba litted, why not have a Shamrock Cup and
we will 2o over and bring it hack as an nddi-
tional trophy to keep the America’s Cup
company.  Then there could be no cavil
a8 to one-gidedness, So thorongh n 8ports-
man a8 Sir T, Lipton would appreciate this
courtesy, J. K. RODGERS,

JERSEY C1ry, Aug. 22,

Peat Bogs as Nuel Sources,

To Tar Eprronr ok Tue Sux  Sire Your editorlal
of this morning on “Swamp Augels™ Interests me,
for 1 have but lately retarned fron Edrope. after an
exhanstive study to determine fucl value of
“prepared mud,” or In other words, peat hogs. In
New York, New Jersey and in New Pngland, there
exlst thousands of acres of a black. dense deposit
that varies In Ity fuel value. In Connectleut the
fuel from a very rich peat bog having an average
depth of 27 feet for an arca of ten acres, and at the
deepest point 40 feet, has been tested under bollery
with very satlsfactory results. At many points in
the Berkshire Hills are found varfous slzed bogs
that show a satlsfactory result when burned under
bollers. The shrewd, careful Yankee farmer on
whose property these deposits occur 1s not Spend
Ing muech time elther cursing or pralsing this con
ditton of affalrs; he 18, to use an old expression,
“sawing wood."

In Germany and Holland the manufacture of
fuel from peat bogs for industrial purposes dates
from 160, when there was established a German
machine for turning out this fuel at Zintenhof,
where a cloth factory was supplied. At the present
time the Industry In Germany represents an output
of 2,000,000 metric tons of peat fuel.  Russia makes
about 4,000,000 metric tons: Norway and Sweden
about 1,000,000 each, and Holland 2,000,000, of which
a single manufacturer produces 100,000 tons, This
ecountry, as well as Canadn (where at present at-
tempts are belog mado to establish this Industry),
contalng many thousand tons of “mud fuel” that
will be worked up some day for local consumption,

HeNry H. WOTHERSPOON, JIr., 1. M,

NEW YORK, Aug 21,

Golf Ball and Spartow in Colliston,
From the Dally Kannabee Journal,

A Brimawick golfer, In driving a ball, last week,

killed a sparrow In ta fMght

the

THE FAVORITE PROJECT OF
PRESIDENT DIAZ.

City or Muxrco, Aug. 18.—It is only by
comparing the peaceful and progressive
Mexico of to-day with the turbulent, semi-
barbaric Mexico of a half century ago that
one obtains a fair comprehension of those
achievements of Porflrio Diaz which mark
him as one of the really great men of our
day. Mexico's development has not been
spectacular in its prodesses. It has gone on
quietly though steadily, 8o quietly, in fact,
that few outside of those specially inter-
ested have given it either thought or atten-
tion, although many have been vaguely
conscious that our southwestern neighbor
was taking on a new and larger political
and industrial life.

In no other department of his adminis-
tration of Mexican affairs has President
Diaz felt so deep an interest or shown a
purpose so broadly constructive in nature
and character as in that of railway exten-
sion, This may almost be said to have been
a hobby with him, if such a term is properly
applicable to a measure of such importance,
The most striking result of this, a result of
immeasurable importance, has been the
nationalization of Mexico. Railway con-
struction in the United States has been car-
ried on largely for the purpose of opening
new areas for settlement, for the making of
new homes for millions of people, the crea-
tion of new towns and new cities. The im-
mediate object in Mexico has been the es-
tablishment of more ready means of com-
munication between points which were al-
ready populous. The Mexico of fifty years
ago was socially and politically incoherent.,
Widely secattered throughout its area were
cities of important size and note, Its capi-
tal was isolated in the interior, little more
aceeszible than it was when Cortez occupied
Tenochtitlan, by which name the city of
Mexico was then known.  The earliest rail-
way line to the city of Mexico was opened
only three years before Diaz first became
President. Before that time, bridle paths
and roughly constructed and ill-kept roads
ware the only means of communication
between Mexican cities,

All that has now been changed, and while
Moexico's railway system is still inadequate
there have been developed a fair system of
communication and also a national policy.
In the development of the system, foreign
capital, largely American, has been an imn-
portant factor, perhaps the most important.
Without it Mexico would have a much
smaller railway mileage than she has to-
day. On the other hand, it is more than
probable. that private capital without the
assistance which has been given by the
Federal, the State and the municipal gov-
ernments would have heen equally hesitant
in its activities. The sums contributed by
the various States and municipalities can-
not be stated, from lack of reliable data.
The total assistance given by the Federal
Government up to the present time ap-
proximates $150,000,000.

This sum has been distributed among
more than forty different railway lines and
railway enterprises. With the knowledge
that out of it all about one-third has gone to
the Tehuantepece line, there comes a clue to
the favorite project, the special hobby, of
Porfirio Diaz. The ship railway project
of Mr. James B. Eads is a dead enterprise,
but the utilization of the isthmus of Tehuan-
tepee as a link in transportation between
Altantic and Pacific ports, between the
eastern United States and the west coast of
South America, lives as an active principle
in the mind of Gen, Diaz, a persistently abid-
ing purpose. Diaz, perhaps with sound
judgment, sees no reason why the Tehuan-
tepec railway should not compete success-
fully with the Panama railway. He believes
that the Tehuantepec rail route for inter-
oceanic shipment should also compete suc-
cessfully with any canal which may be built
at either Panama or Nicaragua. While
one may not accept either his convictions
or his conclusions, it is foolish to reject or
to condemn them without a fair considera-
tion of their possibilities

The Giovernment owned line from Coatza-
coalcos, on the Gulf of Campeachy, to Salina
Cruz, on the Gulf of Tehuantepec, i8 being
reconstructed with a view to making it a
focal point of interoceanic and interconti-
nental traffic. The distance across the
isthmus is, approximately, 200 miles. Gen.
Diaz would make Salina Cruz an entrepot
and a shipping port for the trade of the
west coast of South America, for Australia
and Australasia, and for such Far East
trade as it might be possible to secure, His
project involves a line of first-class steam-
ers between Salina Cruz and the South
American ports, with other lines, should
trade warrant their operation, to other
points in or upon the borders of the Pacific.
The southwest traffic centring at Salina
(ruz is expected to flow in through various
channels, and the Government interest in
some of Mexico's leading railway lines has
much to do with the Diaz project.

The Mexican Government now controls
the National Railroad Company of Mexico,
operating a line between the oity of Mexico
and Laredo, on the American border, where
it makes through connection with United
States lines to the north and east. It ad-
vortises this route as “265 miles the short-
est” between the oity of Mexico and the
principal points in the United States. It also
controls the Mexican Railway, which runs
from the city of Mexico to the gulf port of
Vera Cruz. A projected line will connect
with the Vera Cruz route at Cordoba and
run goutheastward to Santa Lucrecia, where
it will join the Tehuantepec line. With the
completion of this system, practically con-
trolled by the Government, there will be
established a fairly direct all-rail route
from all parts of the eastern half of the
United States to the port of Salina Cruz.
The distance from New Orleans to Salina
Cruz by that route would be a little more
than 2,000 miles, about 1,300 miles of it being
in Mexican territory.

From New Orleans to the gulf terminus
of the Tehuantepec line, at Coatzacoalcos,
the water route would be very much shorter
than the run to the Isthmus of Panama, and
there would even be a small advantage in
shipmeots from points on our eastern coast
as compared with the Panama route. The
saving in distance from England and from
FEuropean ports would be inconsiderable,
but the route would present no serious dis-
advantages. The relation of these various
points to Salina Cruz as compared with
Panama can be clearly seon only by refer-
ence to maps showing both North and
South America.

For rail shipments from the United States
an alternative to this route s presented,
and gome, though much less, attention has
been paid to it.  In addition to its interest
in the lineg already mentioned, the Govern-
ment ig interested in the Mexican Interna-
tional, which connects with American sys-
tems at Eagle Pass, on the Texas border.
This line is now in operation as far as Duran-
go. A not far distant day will see it carried
westward for 150 miles to a terminus at
Mazatlan. This will open another trans-
Mexican route and put New Orleans into
connection with the Pacifie ocean by a
1500-mile rail route  For rail shipments
from the United States, and even for pas-
senger traffic, the Mazatlan route may well
hecome the popular highway to the west
coaat. of  South America. It {8 even
quite posaible that it will become the

u-rmin)m of a west coast steamer route
L

on which Salina Cruz would become a
port of call.

Whether these plans of Gen. Diaz are
commercially feasible or not, their Inception
and their essay are alike creditable to him
and to Mexico. That they appear to enter into
competition with the plans of the United
States in that area is commendable rather
than otherwise. It shows life and good
pluck. The more life shown, the more
business will Mexico do. The more busi-
ness she does, the larger will be our share
in it. The more commercial pluck shown
by our neighbors, even though it appears in
the furtherance of plans conflicting with
our own, the more will Mexico command
respect in the world in which she is now be-
ginning to play a part of some importance.
If she can open up a route which really com-
petes in the fleld of interoceanic trade, so
much the better for all concerned. That
Porfirio Diaz believes that this can be done
is known from statements made by him in
personal conversation and is confirmed by a
review of his attitude toward those Mexican
railway enterprises which will fit in as links
in his projected route between two great
world markets.

NEBRASKA WEBSTER A GIANT?

A Clergyman Who ‘Thinks & Roosevelt and
Webster Ticket Would Pull Through.
To 1k Ep1ronr or THE SuN—Sir:  Read-

ing the fact in a recent issue of Tng SvN that

the Republicans of Nebraska have announced

John 1., Webster as their candidate for the

Vice-Presidency in the next National Re-

publican Convention, I take the liberty to

offer some information concerning Mr. Web-
ster that may be of interest. Having lived
in Omaha for a number of vears, and being
more or less intimate with him, and having
come into contact with & number of men of
national prominence, I am confident that Mr.

Webster's candidacy is by no means ephem-

eral, nor will the plan of it remain for execu-

tion west of the Mississippi alone.

Imagine a man in the very meridian of
life, of splendid physique, presenting a per-
sonality impressive in any gathering where
intellectual power is the chief fact; rather
tall; clear gray eves: mustache covering the
mouth; chin and jaws square and firmly set,
with the hair thin above the temples and
slightly frosted, rather by the efforts of a
strenuous life than by the number of yvears,
and throw around this figure an atmosphere
of power~then you have a fairly good picture
of John L. Wehster, the greatest lawyer the
wide empire west of the Mississippi River
has ever produced.

While Mr. Webster is a lawyer whose ability
and success are well known to the members
of the American Bar Association, to a great
many corporations of the East, to every man,
woman and child in the State of Nebraska, he
is not what might be termed a familiar figure
in the epigodes of national political life, While
for years he has always been interested in
politics, his genius has been in the service
of the law. Here he has made his success,
and, likewise, in this suceess is his testimony
to remarkable fitness for the Vice-Presidency
of the nation.

The day has gone by when any sort of a
man was considered good enough as the tail-
end of the national ticket. Change in the
trend of Senatorial legislation,  national
tragedies that are prevented from bringing
final disaster only by the foresight of po-
litical conventions and the probability that
henceforth the Viee-Presidency will plav a
more prominent part in the uI‘T-n‘rs of admin-
istration than it has have conspired to make
the selection of the mun who will act as side
F:\rnwr to Mr. Roosevelt during the next
our years of government a matter of mo-
mentous concern.  Perhaps in the range of
vision falling npon the names of men who
are now suggested as possible candidates for
this position no one can claim superiority,
and it 8 doubtful if the claim conld be made
good toan equality with.John 1. Wehster

In the first place, Mr. Webster lives in
Nebraska, He s a Western man, with all
the virility and strength necessary to carry
on life, so tremendous and portentous, in
the West, yet having the native enlture and
reflnernent bred by generations of ancestors
springing from the best stock of the Puritun
fathers - a combination that gives him re-
markable effectiveness when coming into
contact withmen. The West is entitled to the
Vice-Presidency, and of nll States in the West
none can lay better claim to the title than
Noebraska and if anything will cineh the State
to the Republican puarty it will be tho recog-
nition by that party of one ol Nebraska's
most splendid citizens = .

Mr. Webster possesses administrative abil-
ity to a remarkable degree. {8 a splendid
parliamentarian and approximates the ideal
as a preaiding offleer, In intellect he §s a
giant. The nation has heard much of Senu-
tor Thurston, who for years was the nttorney
for the Union Pacifle in Omaha, and of Gen
Manderson, who represented Nebrasika for
two terms in the United States Senate and
was the presiding ofMeer of that body for a
number of years: but Wehster towers above
either of these two men, in brain power,
coimprehension of large affairs, and fasci-
nating personality that mark a full-orbed
manhood. He is not a politician who can
engage in the precinet cancns and beat the
Alderman of his ward or the saloon keeper
half-way down the block from his Inw offlce;
but he can deliver an opinion on the Consti-
tution, draw a logical conclusion from the
political history of the past to apply to the
present, with all the power, clearness and
grasp of an?" of the mighty ones who huve
walked in the realm of stateoraft from the
durys of Calhoun until the present,

make no false eulogy of the man; for the
things that I speak of him will be attested,
even by his most ardent political encmies,

Well-balanced in his judgment, conserva-

tive yet progressive in his estimates and exe-

cutions of plans, thoroughly informed as to
political conditions throuchont the entire
country, learnad and scholarly, still always

a man of uffairs, and eloquent with a churm

of speech that fascinates and compels the

attention. .

I am quite sure that no State in the Weat
hags produced his superior; and scanning the
horizon one finds but very few who can be
accounted his peers. It wonld be a magnifi-
cent thing for the Republican party, not only
a8 0 means to easy victory, but us a delight
and honor to itself. when victory was won,
1o select John .. Webster as ite eandidate
for the Vice-Presidency of the United States,

Enwarn FREDERTCR I REFZ,
Pastor First Congregational Church,
BinaaaMTON, N. Y., Aug. 21

Next Comes the Mighty Muskallonge.

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN--Sfr: In the con-
troversy now going on In the columns of THE SoN
As to the respective merlts of our Amerlcan game
fish, the muskallonge seems to have been entirely
overlooked. For many years | have been an en-
thualastic disciple of 1zaak Walton, and have caught
the wary black bass In both the waters of the Unlted
States and Canada, and while 1T do not wish to de-
tract from his game qualities in the slightest, vet
“inch for inch and pound for pound” the Canadlan
muskallonge can give cards and spades to the gamest
bass that ever swam. A stronger, fiercer or more
tireless fighter than the ‘longe does not exist, He
Kknows all the trlcks of the black bass and a few the
bass does not know, and when hooked with lght
tackle will give n man a run for his coln that a bass
simply couldn't give CANUCK,

NEW YORK, Aug. 21,

B -
“Nothing Doing."

To THE Ep1Tor or TRE SUN In the story
of “Dombey and Son,” Capt. Cuitle visits the old
dealer In marine Instruments, who In speaking of

Sir

his troubles uses the followlng phrase; “There
Is nothing doing, nothing doing.” Was this the
orlginal expression® MR. Toors

BROOKLYN, Aug. 28

Prof. Woodberry's Tribute to His Late Col-

league, Thomas Randolph Price,
Sleep. soldler of the South, who loved me well!
In many a heart 18 heard thy passing bell,
Here In the North where thy last lubor was,
And down lone valleys of the long lost cause
Where thy young mates, lapped In herole sleep,
Thelr green peace, envied of the living, Keep,
The harder lot wis thine - Lo live and toll
That sons as noble grace thelr native soll.
Sleep, gentle scholar of the rolden lore
Of English speech, who from thy Attle store
Brought mastery of all tongues that pocts use
And Europe ripens, sacred to the Muse!
O loyal nature, learned, eloquent,
Whose kindly courtesy 1o all men went,
I pralse thee not for these, though worthy pralse;
These have [ found not seldom [n Nfe's ways.
But the sweet patlence that adorned thy 11fe,
To take the blows of this half brutish strife,
And If on thee some natural griefs must raln,
With quietness to dignify thy pain
This, more than all the Muses’ garnered art
Tanght reverence to my exes 10 e to myv hon g
For thou hadst borne the worst, qad learmed 1o bear
All lesser sorrows In one great despalr
O much enduriag sonl who enterpst neaee
Still shall our love for thee on carth inerease;
Now, port, scholar, soldier. on death s platn
Sleep with thy early friends in battle slatn!

(i, E. WOODBERRY,

THE DEMOCRATIC SINPLICITY Op
NEWPORT.

Favorable Observations of a Bostonlan
Who Hag Travelled and Road.

To TaE Eprror or Tur SuN-—Sir, When
Col. Henry Watterson wrote his celebrated
article about Newport he must have heey
dréfaming or had never visited this magnif-
cent @ocial centra. I enjoyed a few davy®
fishing and observing there this week wit),
immense delight and amazement.

I have read Gibbon's Rome, and the story
of Greece back to the days of Pericles, an|
also Lecky's “European Morals."

I have seen Li Hung Chang with his am
servants in their Oriental grandenr. bug
nothing to compare with the superior refine.
ment and quiet beauty of Newport, The
Subtle impression is one of superb repose,
There {8 not the slightest acintilla of evidence
to show a decaying civilization. 1 did not
observe any ostentatious display of weulthy.
All ig elegant simplicity —even to the dressing,
Clin Walk, the most noted in the world, s
open to everybody—including rail-splittora
like Lincoln, wood-choppers like Gladstone
and bronco-busters like Roosevelt. Ona
home was pointed out, owned by a gentle-
man who cuts hay in his shirt sleeves in the
morning and gives the most sumptuous din-
ners in the evening. He also has the nobla
and just habit of pensioning for life with full
salary all persons who have been in his en-
ploy for twenty vears. No old mun or old
woman is ever turned out on the grass.

Another Newport gentleman pays his ser-
vants a year's wages in advance when he
starts upon a Furopean tour, and it is op.
tional with them to return to him, or go elge-
where, us soon as he comes back to Amerioa,

ﬂ:\w F()ln(‘.llﬂ ”ll" h()r.‘ll?’i a8 woere ever
bred in old Kentucky, and no drunkards.
I'he most interesting work of art in Newport
{8 Stuart's great portrait of a distinguished
(:()u(hl-ruer by the nume of George Washing-
on.

It is true that there have been some di-
vorce cases, But why worry about divorces?
Pericles was a divorced man, Charles Sumner
was a divorced man, Ruskin was a divorced
man, Napoleon was a divorced man.

Love always has and always will laugh at
lqcknmithp, and all the world loves a lover,
Newport i8 no longer called the 400, but the
650.  We werae driving out one day and no-
ticed a group of frolicsome country lassies,
One of the brightest luughed and suid:  “Don’
look at us.  We belong to the 25000.* Our
driver, an Irish wit, retorted: “f belong to
the middle class, the 22,500."

In this entrancing object lesson there is
an odd-looking brick cottage, slightly run
down at the heels, and fronting on the ocean.
It is owned by two old muids, who have re-
fused fabulous sums for it. Thoy say that
they have enough money to live on, and
refer to let the old home remain as pa laft it.

he 550 smile and drive on, unable to get
possession and make improvements,

Newport is8 the most marvellous archi.-
tectural and landscape achievement in the
history of mankind.  Certainly it has the
healthiest and purest mmou“hvro, the finest
fish, the best bathing beanch and the most
bewutiful flowerson eurth. (ne is constantly
reminded thut God made flowers for angels
to give to the poor and worthy.

I heard of one celebrated party where tha
hostess, after the guests were assembled,
turned loose 100 young rats, and they do sav
to this good day that there was never befora
in Newport or anywhere elge such screaming
and sudden displaying of fine hosiery. But
this was fun—not ood for stupid complaint,

Royal villa after villa greeta the eyve—mony-
ments to the genjus of man. And the women
—what shall I say of themn?

As unto the bow the cord ls,

So unto the man 1s woman.

Though she bends him, she obeys him,
Though she draws him, yet she follows:

Useless each without the other.

Newport, T applaud thee.
that thou art in this

The land of the free.
And the home of the brave.

A ocountry without ruins: but full of mifli-
tary, naval and civie splendor. 1. G.

BosTON, Aug. 22.

1 am proud

Lynching and *“‘the Law's Delays.”

From the Rochester Democrat and (hronicle.

As to the much-discussed subject of lynch-
ing, no more vicious nonsense i8 uttered than
that which regards the lynching mania as
an expressfon of popular impatience with
the “law'a delays” and proposes to eura tha
mania by taking steps to expedite businesy
in the criminal courts, The fact that thia
nonsense is uttered by men in high position
who ought to know better makes it not the
less nonsensical,

The fact probably is that the “law’'s de-
Inys” have about as much to do with the
spread of the lynching mania as the shortage
of the apple crop in Monroe county has to
do with the Macedonian uprising. To sup-
pose that a lyvnching mob determines to mur-
der a suspected criminal because it fears that
if he isn't murdered his punishment will bs
long delayed or altogether omitted, is to
attribute to a lynching mob something it
doesn’t possess, to wit: reason, To be
sure, the reasoning attributed to the mob by
this theory is very crooked reasoning, but
that makea no difference. A lynching mob
is as incapable of any sort of reasoning
as a mad dog. It is a many-headed brute
running amuck, swayed solely by the in-
stincts of the most primitive savagery. Tha
“law's delavs” the cause of lvnching! Bosh!
A typical American lynching mob bent on
gratifying ita beastly instincts would take
ita victim off the scaffold, out of the hands
of the public executioner, rather than miass
its orgyv. Some lynching mob {8 going to do
that very thing some day, to the utter con-
fusion of the theorists.

Moreover, the remedy proposed by the
theorists is worse than the disease. Stripped
of disguise it i8 aimply “railroading” to the
gallows, innocent or guilty, every man acoused
of a heinous crime. The theorists, in effect,
propose to substitute one form of lynching for
another—lynching by the courts for lynohing
by mobs., Of the two forms that now in vogue
is decidedly preferable.

The Danbury Listener for Katyvdids Answered
From Danbury.

To THE EDITOR OF TUR SUN —Sir: ], too, am!in-
terested o the sign of the katydids and have kept
track of them for several years, and they never
miss the date by more than a day or two. We first
heard them Aug, 17, and it “I*. N. S.," whose con
tribution appeared in THE SUN of Aug. 22, would
wander along the upper part ot Flm street about
8 o'clock In the evening he would be satisfied that
the katydids had appeared. S. ET

Daxsunry, Conn., Aug. 22,

Explanation as to the Anti-Kissing Park Board
in Boston.

To TAR EDITOR OF THK SUN-—SIr: In your
fasue of this morning you say, under the heading
“Klssed In a Canoe,” a voung couple were arrested
for violating a rule of Boston's Park Commission.
What follows shows {1 15 a rile of the Metropolitsn
Park Commission and not of the Board of Para
Commissioners of the Clty of Boston.

GEOMIE F. CLARKE.

JAMATCA PLAIN, Mass., Aug, 18

The Monoglot Englishman.
From the London Times.

The Incapacity of the average Englishman to
expross himself In any language save lisown lsdue
partly to lack of Imagination, partly to a half
conscious bellef that everything which 18 worth
saying at all can be sald In English fully as well st
In any other tongue, and, very largely, becanse the
ahsenece of confidence In bhis mastery of any other
Idlom or accent makes him shy and Indisposed,
as he wounld say, 10 “make an exhibition of himsell *

An Antomobile Counterblast.
From the Car

The war will In a tew years’ time not he with the
Britlsh publie, for by then 1t will be largely on ouf
side, but solely against the remaining representa
tives of reaction, prejudice and Ignorance, and
500,000 mator cycles and 250,000 motor cars will be
Influenciug clections, and the position of the In
dustry will have compelled and obtained recog-
nition.

The New Plutarch.
Spartacus was exhorting the gladiators to rise
“But,” they inquired, “what brand of haking
powder shall we use?”
Percelving the hopelessneas of his case, he do-
cided to become an advertisement writer.

QGeorge Washington was asked why he oroased
the Delaware on the ice

“Hecause,” he answered, “If I had crossed (79
Ohlo, history would have mited me up with Flt'a®

Here again he demonstrated his wonderfyl fore-
sight,

Agamemnon was spending his eleventh vear
before Troy.

“And why." urged his Generals, "don’t you take
a Nttle trip®  You know 1t's only forty milas 10
Sehenectady .

“Yes,” he muttersd grimly, “but is e only (w0
atepa to Paris.”




