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The Glory of the Christian Year.

The production of the musical drama
“Pparsifal” at the Metropolitan Opera
House last night, sacrilegious as such a
theatrical performance has seemed to
s0 many of our correspondents, must
have stirred deeply religious emotions
ip many of those who witnessed it.
Yooked at in that sense, “Parsifal” may
be said to have introduced fitly the
prime feast of the Christian year.

‘This is a period when criticism, even
in schools of theology and from Chris-
tiun pulpits, is attacking the fundamental
dogmas of Christianity, is relegating to
the domain of mere legend even the
event celebrated to-day by the Christian
world. A professor of theology in Yale
Upiversity this very week discusses
ooldly and critically “the Gospel stories
of the Virgin birth,” and though he
comes to the conclusion that “it is too
soon to say that collapse” has befallen
them, he substantially sets them aside.
Morsover, this theologian, the Rev. Dr.
BAcCoON, ig of an old Puritan stock, is
himself & Congregational minister and
ocoupies at Yale the chair of New Testa-
ment criticism and exegesis.

Meanwhile, in spite of such theological
aspaults, the sentiment which gives dis-
tinetion to Christmas as the prime feast
of the Chriatign year was never gtronger
than it is now.

A correspondent writes to us to-day
bewailing the loss of actual faith in the
New Tostament narrativea which he
thinks he observes, and, in truth, is
indicated strikingly in Dr. BAcoN's
oritioal discuseion of the Incarnation.
He quotes texts of the Gospels and asks
if they are now believed and are made a
rule of life. “Who nowadays,” he asks,
“pretends to heed St, PAvL's words to
the Romans: ‘If any man have not the
spirit of CHRIST he is none of his'?” But
when, unless in the very early days of
Christidnity, were they more heeded
than at this very time?

The idealism of Christianity still gtirs
the religious emotions of Christendom,
The Christmas feast was never more
generally and more exultingly observed
or with ceremony more splendid and
imposing. Hes the Incarnation passed
from the realm of faith into the region
of a poetical vision? It may be, as con-
cerns many minds, yet the ideal of the
lnu{nmon remains, and it is undying.

'

A Gift to a Good Man.

The newly chosen Police Commis-

sioner published vesterday a prelimi-

statement of honest intentions,
witg this half promise of further ex-
planations to the public on or about the
first of January:

“Whea | assume the ofice I will probably have
something to say as to the poll ¢y which will oharac-
terize the naw adminls tratioa.”

Don’t! Just take the oath of office,
go to work and let the characteristics
of the new administration do the talking
for theinselves.

We send with our compliments and
best Christmas wishes this chunk of dis-
interested advice to the Hon. WiLLiAM
McApoo, and more valuable mayit prove
to him than chiselled gold or facetted
gems!

‘fhe Third Campaign Against the
Mad Mullab.

The British witl set their forces in
motion next week for the third campaign
against the Mad Mullah. They enter-
tain high hopes that they have him
cornered. If the Mullah is where the
British think he is, enemies surround him
on the north, west and south, and the
Indian Ocean is about sixty miles to the
east of his position.

He was last reported to be at Adadero,
in the narrow coast etrip known as
Italian Somaliland, aboyt 185 miles south
of the Gulf of Aden. His camp was
pitched at one of the wells in'the Nogal
Valley, which is merely the broad sur-
face of the high sandy plateau between
two mountain ranges. His appearance
so far north is doubtless due to the
climatio conditions which have recently
prevailed.

Most of the country is a sandy thirst
free from drought only during the rainy
montha of Ootober, November and De-
cember, when grase covers the wide-
spread wastes. This is the time when
horsea and eamels may graze far and
wide, while for eight or nine months
their food fringes only the narrow river
valleys or the irrigated tracts around
the wells.

During the rainy season now closing,
however, the interior has been dry,
though the coasts have been abundantly
watered, Orgss has completely failed
in some districts. The Mullah has been
driven nrorth and toward the coast by
the yrgent need of fodder to put his live
stock into good trim for the campaign.
Next month the dry season begins.

Meanwhile the British have for months
"been preparing for what they hope will
be the day of triumph against their im-
placable foe. They have brought from
India several fully equipped camel corps
and & large number of camels for trans-
port purposes. In addition to their
own Indian and other troops, they have
enlisted many hundreds of recruits from
the north and northeast coast tribes,
who hate the Mullah and are famous for
their fighting qualities; and they have
been making forced marches through
the desert and moving their warships to
get on all sides of him.

To-day they have a strong force at
the wells of Galadi, over 200 miles south-
west of the reported camp of the Mullah,
but less than 160 miles southwest of
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Mudug, which, it is just reported, has
been occupied by a detachment of his
camel cavalry. Another force of the
British is at Bohotle, 100 miles west of
the Mullah. Still further west are sev-
eral thousands of Abyssinian soldiers,
guarding the frontier of MENELIK'S
large slice of Somaliland. It is not yet
certain that MENELIK will take a more
active part in the campaign than to keep
the Mullah out of his territory.

The Mullah cannot go north, for he
would march into the.arms of his ene-
mies. It he tries to escape by sea he
may meet the British or Italian war-
ghips that are on the lookout for him.

The British are spreading their net
for him with hopes but no elation. Hadji
MoHAMMED BUI ABDULLAH, whom they
call the Mad Mullah simply because he
has preached a war of extermination
against all whites, is a very elusive sort
of person. LEONTIEFF, the Russian ad-
viser of MENELIE, says that the Mullah is
a remarkable soldier and is well supplied
with arms and ammunition. In the
campaigns of 1801 and 1902 he was gen-
erally repulsed, but fled only to recruit
his forces and take the field again. He
has a keen eye for the discovery of small
detached bodies of the enemy, whom he
may easily cut to pieces. He knows
every well in the country, and the British
cannot guard them all. The coast is
well watched, but it remains to be seen
whether the British can keep their enemy
in the Nogal district, as they hope to do,
till they can put an end to his trouble-
some hostility.

The advantages of the British are that
the enemy is now inside their lines and
that they have better camels and camel
drivers than in the earlier campaigns.
They have also the dear-bought ex-
perience of two futile years of fighting
and a topographical knowledge of the
country that is by no means so rudi-
mentary as it was two years ago, and,
best of all, they have an able leader in
the person of Major-Gen. Sir CHABLES
LGERTON, fresh from his triumph over
mountain tribes of India, who are no
less versed than the Mullah in the art
of dodging.

There seems to be a fair chance that
the British are entering, as they hope,
upon the last phase of their costly and
difficult warfare against the few Somali
tribes who have bound up their fortunea
with the fate of the Mad Mullah.

Two Judges and a Goveraor.

The Hon. JEFFERSON DAvVIS, Governor
of Arkansas, has been conaidered a
somewhat rash, unadvised and sudden
man and statesman. Controversies have
seemed to breed around him; shindy-
cultures to permeate his system. His
Baptist brethren have had to discipline
him. But politics are fierce in Arkan-
gas. He has charged his political ene-
mies and rivals with stirring up his
church against him. And a little inci-
dent which occurred at a political meet-
ing in Hope, where the candidates for
Governor were speaking last Saturday,
convinces us that Governor DAVIS is of
a prudent and cautious, not an igneous
and quick burning, temperament. The
affidavit sworn to by the Hon. J. I, WHITE,
Sheriff of Hempstead county, is jrre-
sistible.

The Sherif was at the Hope Opera
House and saw and heard the whole
performance. Covernor DAvVIS spoke
first. He called Judge WoOD “a traitor,”
not in a technical, constitutional and
legal sense, but a political and personal
one. Judge Woop's political plans and
ambitions happened to be in collision
with the Governor’s, Probably mis-
understanding the latter's meaning,
Judge Woop came forward and fnter-
jected the remark that the Governor
must not use such language. Resenting
this interjected rebuke, the Governor
made a masterly retreat to the line of
his gold-headed cane. He picked up
that weapon, but Judge BOURLAND and
another man cut off his communcations
with Judge Woobp, who said:

*Very well, sir; I will see you later.”

So the Governor went on with his
speech, perorated at bis leisure and
then started to leave. Judge WooD got
up and asked him to stay. The rest of
the prooeedings are best described in
the Sheriff’s affidavit:

“The partles on tho stage began to mlx around.
1 saw there was golng to be trouble, and I wentas
quletly as 1 couid from the lower floor to the stage.
1 saw Governor DAvIs jerk his walking cane from
Senator T. C. Josg. Then Judge Woop made
toward bim and shoved Judge BOURLAND out of
the way. BOURLAND then cilnched Judge Woop
from bebind and pinloned his arms in his grasp,
Mr. WaARD was also by the slde of Judge Woob,
having hold of his left arm. DAVIS then struck
Judge WooD over the head and shoulders of M1
WaARD, hittlog Judge Woobp twice, once on the
head and once on the cheek. I think he struck
three blows; but only two took effect. The blows
were all struck before I could reach the partles.
About the time I arrived Judge WoOD made &
lunge, frecing himself from BOURLAND and WARD,
and grabbed the stick from Davis and made at
bim, and struck him one blow, which DAvis warded
off with his arm. Governor DAVIS was being
pressed by Judge Woop back behind the screcn
when my deputy, A, ). MUNRO, grabbed Judge
WwWoop from behind and pulled him away from
DaAvis and prevented him from striking any more."”

This {s only ex parte testimony; but
in what an unexpected light does it
reveal the Governor of Arkansas. It
shows him a strategist, an opportunist,
a conservative, a man who prefers safety
to brilliant charges. But the campaign
is not yet ended. Judge Woob has still
to “see” the Governor “later.” )

p——

Another Attack on the Independence
of the Judiclary.

It is announced, apparently upon
the authority of some of the Republican
leaders in Brooklyn, that the Legislature
will be asked at the approaching session
to turn out the (‘ity Magistrates now
in office in that borough and provide
for new appointments, by Congress dis-
tricts, which will insure the selection of
a larger number of Republicans.

It will be remembered that a scheme
designed to effect the same end failed
two years ago on account of the un-
constitutionality of the statute in which
it was embodied. The law was con-
demned as invalid in all the courts:
at Special Term, where the opinion was
written by Mr. Justice MAREAN; in the
Appellate Division, where Judge WiL=
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LARD BARTLETT wrote, and in the Court
of Appeals, where Judgd WERBNER ex-
pressed the views of the majority of
that tribunal.

The defects which proved fatal to
the statute then under consideration
would doubtless be avoided in a new
enactment; but the project to legislate
judicial officers out of office simply
to secure their places for persons of the
opposite party is 8o manifestly evil and
fraught with such evil consequences
that it ought not to be entertained for
a moment by sensible or honorable
political leaders. A plot of this kind is a
menace to the independence of the minor
judiciary in this city, and the Republi-
can party cannot afford to assume the
responsibility for such an attack.

(e d i e )

Senator Lodge's PII.B to Restrain
Our National Development.

Senator LoDGE of Massachusetts, in
the Century magazine, defends his bill to
exact an educational test as a means of
restricting immigration. ' It is a method,
he contends, “which discriminates be-
tween the objectionable and the desira-
ble better than any other,” and its appli-
cation would “at once shut out at least
one-half of the immigrants who ought to
be shut out.” These excluded immi-
grants, however, he calculates, would
be almost wholly from Italy and Russia,
none of them from Germany and Scan-
dinavia, and “not more than 3 per cent.
from France and Great Britain and less
than 10 per cent. from Ireland.”

When the “Rule of Naturalization” was
debated in the First Congress, in Febru-
ary, 1790, arguments very like those used
by Senator LODGE were urged. Our
society and our political institutions
would be corrupted by alien immigra-
tion. THEODORE SEDGWICK of Massa-
chusetts, for example, contended in the
House of Representatives that “in the
United States the human species might
be multiplied by a more eligible and con-
venient mode” than indiscriminate im-
migration. He would admit “none but
reputable and worthy characters” and
he would require them to be imbued
with our political principles, for he
feared that immigrants would come
“impregnated with prejudices of educa-
tion acquired under monarchical and
aristocratic governments” which would
deprive them of “the zeat for pure re-
publicanism.” JAMES JACKBON of Geor-
gia, also, would “trust to the natural in-
crease of our population for inhabitants”
“rather than have the common class of
vagrants, paupers and other outcasts of
Europe.”

JOHN PAGE of Virginia, however, had
no such fears. He was against “hard
terms of admission,” and contended
that “it is nothing to us whether Jews
or Roman Catholics settle among us,
whether subjects of Kings or citizens of
free States wish to reside in the United
States.” “They will find it to their in-
terest to be good citizens,” he went on,
“and neither their religious nor their
political opinions can injure us, if we
have good laws well executed.” JoHN
LAWRENCE of New York agreed with Ar.
PAGE that it was questionable if any
good could come from the restriction
of immigration which would compensate
for its evil,

It will be seem, therefore, that the dis-
tressful forebodings of Senator LODGE
are not new and original with him. Since
the debate in the First Congress, about
twenty-fi%¢ million immigrants have
settled in the United States, and what
actually has happened? This republic
has grown from feebleness into a fore-
most Power of the world, as it could not
have done if we had undertaken at the
beginning of the republic to discriminate
against illiterate immigrants, according
to the plan of Senator Lonce. We
should, for example, have shut out a
very great part of the Irish immigration
at the time when it was at its flood and
was most necessary to us.

When immigration began to be rela-
tively large,in the decade beginning with
1840, alarm as to its consequences became
prevalent. Memorials agking for the ex-
tension of the term of regidence requis-
ite for naturalization to twenty-one years
were presented to Congress. In 1845,
ROBERT C. WINTHROP presented to the
House of Representatives resolutions of
the State of Massachusetts, the spirit
of which was similar to that now ex-
pressed by Senator I.ODGE in his bill and
in his Century article. “Native Ameri-
canism” cropped out and seemed to be
politically portentous. “Frauds on the
naturalization laws, with the corruption
of the ballot box,” was the cry then, as it
is now in certain quarters. The Native
American agitation subsided after hav-
ing made a great stir, and no sign of it
remained during and after the civil war.
The necessity of immigration for our
military defence and our natural and
industrial development was generally
recognized.

Since that period has come in more
than three-fourths of the total immi-
gration since the establishment of the
republic, or something approaching
twenty millions. If Senator LODGE'S
bill excluding illiterates had been the
law during that time very much of it
would have been excluded, yet now the
percentage of illiteracy among the chil-
dren of these foreigners ig probably less
than it was among the native population
at the time when the Know Nothing
agitation was at ite height. Thetotal
number of votes for President cast in-
creased from 2,608,611 in 1844 to 13,059,653
in 1900, very largely because of the im-
migration meanwhile, Was the condi-
tion of politics in the time of POLK better
than it was in the time of MCKINLEY, and
what evidence was afforded in 1800 that
the intelligent fitness of the electorate
had declined? Was not the evidence
rather of improvement?

Immigration, contends Senator LODGE,
“owing to the looseness of our naturaliza-
tion laws, " “is pouring in on us constantly
in our large cities and towns a mass of
unfit voters”; yet since the pour began
New York, the chief of our cities, has
increased in every attribute of civiliza-
tion. It is a far better governed city
now than it was then. Tammany? Go
back to the rough and tumble Tam-
many whose headquarters was the build-
ing in which we write. Those were the
days when respectable gentlemen who
did the political manipulation found

it necessary to have shoulder hitters as
personal attendants on them at political
cauouses and econventions. The native
“Plug Uglies” of Baltimore were more
dangerous gangs than any brought to
us by immigration.

But the sources from which the im-
migration comes aro different from
those of the past—eastern and southern
Europe instead of northern and west-
ern, says Senator LopGe. Were not
the prognostications of evil even more
terrible then than they are now?

The truth is, this immigration question
settles itself. When we do not need the
aliens they stop coming. They only
come in great numbers when there is a
demand for them; and never is the de-
mand simply for literacy. We want
their muscle and their industry, and in
due time we cure such illiteracy as comes
with them by means of our public schools,
They are speedily assimilated, and when
election comes we find that they vote as
intelligently as if their ancestors had
been in this country gince the Mayflower
days.

The Funeral Boycott.

The superintendent of the Chicago
police summoned to his council chamber
the secretary and the business agent of
the striking liverymen and livery drivers
ahd delivered this homily:

“I'his thing of picketing houses from which
funerals are to proceed is beyond toleration in
a civiliged communlty. Your real has carried
you too far, and such an unheard of thing as carry-
ing labor troubles to the houses of the dead will
not be allowed by the pollce. Under no elrcum-
stances will I permit such picketing. Law or no
law, pleketing of every kind'arouad those houses
must stop, I'll take my chances with the courts
it my comnduct is legally questioned.”

This officious and belated interfer-
enoe of the superintendent of police
with the plan of campaign of the strikers
might well have been resented by them,
but they are in a genial frame of mind.
Content with their last Sunday's demon-
stration agaipst the “open” hearse,
the “open” undertaker's wagon, the
“open” funeral and the “open” grave,
they are now “willing to let the hearses
run.” This liberal concession should
be gratefully appreciated by the people
of Chicago.

There is something that looks ex-
cessive and insincere in the indigna-
tion of the superintendent of police,
and of divers other persons in Chicago
and elsewhere with the fuperal boycott,
1f the union has the right to prevent the
living from going to work, why should
it not have the right to prevent the dead
from going to their graves? In the way
of furnishing subjects for the funerals,
strikers and their pickets are very active.
While they merely attack the sanctity of
life, they are borne with patiently; yet
what a howl there is when they attack
the “sanctity of death.”

They have the power of life and
death and exercige it. What is the use
of kicking against facts?

The walking delegate of Local 35 of the
Bricklayers' Unijon is a genius. He called
a strike because the owner of a piece of
ground in The Bronx on which a building
is being built refused to pay him 8$874,
which a former owner of the land is said
to have owed the walking delegate's father
“for waiting time.” The police brutally
interfered; but nothing which they or the
courts can do can take away the glory of
this fertile collector. He has introduced the
hereditary principle into walking delegate-
ship.

A correspondent of observing habit pro-
pounds the following question:

“ ln submitting a message to Cengress President
ROOBEVELT sigus the document with his full name,
and nothing else. The Sceretary of War, com-
municating with the President, uses the formula
‘Very respectfully, ErdHu Roor, Secretary of
War.'! In a document recently sent te Congress,
the head of the Gettysburg Natlonal Park Commls-
slon slgned himself ' Respectfully, JOBN P. NICHOL-
80N, Chalrman.’ The head of the Shlloh Park Com-
misslon, signed his report ' CORNBLIUS CADLE,'
leaving his respect to he inferred, E. A. CARMAN,
of the Antletam battlefield board, and WiLLiaM T,
Riaby of the Vicksburg Natlonal Park Commtssion,
used the words ' Very respectfully’, in subscribing
themselves; and H. V. BOYNTON, of the Chicka-
mauga and Chattanooga National Park Commis-
ston, used the more formal * Very respectfully, your
obedlent servant,’ I went toask which is the proper
form." 3

It is a matter of individual taste. No
rule governs the form used; each man de-
oldes for himself and writes accordingly.
Under the Constitution and statutes he
could legally say “yours cordially,” or
“yours with tender affection,” or “ever
thine,” if his official or personal rentiments
warranted the phraseology.

The Ostend Manifesto.

To T™@E EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: 1 have re
cently read, with reference to Mr. Buchanan, that
“he was one of the three American Minlsters who
slgned the document known as the ‘Ostend Manl-
festo,' advising our Government to seize Cuba
by force if 1t could not be purchased from Spain,
“as flat burglary as ever was committed.” I beg
to be Informed as o who were the other Miunlsters;
to whom the document was addressed, and what
disposition, If any. was made of It.

The words quoted with reference to the manl-
festo are followed, without exclamation point,
by the atatement: “On his return he was noml -
nated for the Presidency by the Democrats and
elected.”

“Can such things be
And overcome us like a summer’'s cloud.
Without our speclal wonder®”

WABHINGTON, Dec. 23, J. H. B.

The two other ninisters signing the Ostend
Manifesto or Cironlar—so-called, although it
was actually forwarded from Aix-la~-Chapelle
on Oct. 18, 1854, to the Government at Wash-
ington--were John Y. Mason, United States
Minister at Parig, and Pierre Soulé, Minister
at Madrid. The letter was undoubtedly
addressed to Mr. Marcy, the Secretary of
Btate. No actjon was taken by the Govern-
ment at Washington on the advice of the
three Ministers, and Mr. Soulé resigned,
The incident was used in the campaign against
Mr. Buchanan when he was a candidate
for President in 1856,

The exact phraseology of the Manifesto's
two most important passages was this: “Our
past history forbids that we should acquire
the Island of Cuba withouyt the consent of
Spain, unless justified by the great law of
self-preservation. * * * After we sghall
have offered Spain a price for Cuba far beyond
its present value, and this shall have been
refused, it will then be time to consider the
question: Does Cuba in the possession of
Bpain seriously endanger our internal peace
and the existence of our cherished Union?
8hould this question be answered in the af-

rmative, then, by every law, human and
jvine, we shall be justified in wresting it
from $pa|n. if we possess the power."

Fourarticles of unusual interest mark the Century
Magasine for January, Fkal Kawaguchi, the Jap-
anese Buddhist priest who recently visited Tibet
and Lhasa, makes known to W esterners what
he diacovered, His photograph, taken by an
Oriental, Is remarkably fine, Maeteriinck talks
about “"Our Friend the Dog"” and Mme. Curle about
“Radlum and Radioactivity,” while Mr. Sylvester
Baxter describes, with the atd of many plctures,
Mrs. Gardner's Boston art palace. Mr, Jack Lon.
don bhegins a promising serial story, “The Sea
Wolf.” There are short stories and other articles
in great variety.

MEMORIES OF THE OLY NAVY.

a—— \
Christmas Day at Pert Malpn When
Dewey Was Executive Offher.

To tHE Epitor oy THE BUN-lr: The
frigate Colorado, the flagship of th United
States Furopean squadron, had bem away
from home & little more than eighteennonths,
and during that time the crew had bow gjven
very little shore leave. 8o the fral —
Goldsborough —-decided she should @& inte
Port Mahon for a fortnight as the bestplace
for the men to have an extended run onihore
and have a good time during the Chridmas

holidays of 1866,

Port Mahon is the principal town oithe
tsland of Minorca, one of the Balearic grup
in the Mediterranean, not very far from he
coast of Spain, to whom the islands Majore,
Minorca and Iviza belong. It had been fy
many years the headquarters of our Mediter,
ranean squadron, as it was called in the days
before the civil war, The stores for the
squadron were kept there in commodious
warehouses loaned by the Spunish Govern-
ment, and the ships made frequent visits.

The harbor of Port Mahon is about three
miles from the sea through a narrow, very
deep inlet, about three miles long, lined on
both sides by precipitous cliffs, and it is quite
a tedious climb from the harbor to the top
of the cliff on which the town f{s situated,
There is scarcely any agriculture on the
island, but an abundance of fruit trees and
plenty of game and domestic fowls. The
town ig a typical Spanish one, of whitewashed
houses, generaily two stories high, with the
grated balconies and green window blinds
‘peculiar to the country,

The Mahonese are very proud of their
opera house, a pretty little affair, to which
artists from the mainland make occasional
visits to furnish amusement to the natives,
when the best society of the place turns out
“en maese"; and to a stranger the graceful
handling of the funs by the handsome Span-
ish ladies is as interesting as the performances
on the stage. But the chief attraction of
the place is the great organ in the cathedral,
the house having been built for the instru-
ment instead of vice versa. This organ is
nearly ae large as the great one in Harlem,
Holland, and some experts declare it a much
finer instrument. It was built for the great
cathedral at Burcelona, Bpain, but on its
passuge from Italy the vessel conveyimi it
was wrecked on the island of Minorca. The
organ was thought to be damaged beyond
repair, and the priests at Port Mahon bough
it for & mere song, rescued it from the san
and conveyed it to the town, and the cathedral
was built to accommodate it. There hn})-
pened to be there at the time of our visit in
18686 one of the clergy who was 4 most ac-
complished musician, who would, for a small
consideration, entertain our purties with his
splendid performances, The “vox humana”
stop is us good as that of the Harlem organ.

Our ships, the Colorado and the Tigon-
deroga, arrived on the 12th of December,
1866, and remained the rest of the month.
The men had lots of lherty and enjoyed it
without causing much, if any, trouble from
any cause, They had sufficient money al-
lowed them foréx g time —and every don-
key on the island was on the go all the time —
and great fun it was to see the or men
“steering” them around, as they called it.
The officers also enjoyed the rides throughout
the island. All during the stay of the ships
the weather was delightful, and some of these
days when conmxu?lwtion is more regular
and frequent, this place ought to be regarded
ag a better resort for invalids than Nice and
other fashionable resorts on the mainland
of the Mediterranean,

Many of the names familiar to the old navy
before the civil war are still there, and we
found still existing Pasquates, the famous
confectionery establishment, noted for its
nugat candy. Several of the older natives
had stories to tell us about the visits of the
Delaware, the Constitution, the Java, Ohio
and other vessels long since lost or laid upon
the shelf.

On Christmas eve we went to what they
called a “cock-crowing mass” at the cathe-
dral. 'This must be a ceremony peculiar to
the place, as none of our church people had
ever heard of it. The cathedral was packed
with people—men, women and children—
soldiers from the garrison and our own man-
of-war's men. The building was brilliantly
illuminated with many wax candles, the altar
was brilliantly lit, the music of the big organ
combined with the rnxilitar{ebnrnd magnifi-
ceutly, the audience was in t greatest good
humor, und the preacher seemed to encourage
the peo&lo to laugh at the good hita in his ser-
mon. e might have been guying us Ameri-
cane for all we could understand. e ouly
allusion to cock crowing waus at the end of the
sermon or address, which was timed to he
just at the entering in of Christmas Day,
when the priest gave a very decided lml:;rfon
of a cocit crow and all hands dispers
great glee,

On Chrigtmas Dn{ the ship was turned
over, as far as regulations would allow, to the
men; and they were encouraged by the Cap-
tain and Executive Officer Dewey, now our
Admiral, to have the best time possible—and
thev took hold with a will. At dayiight the
boats went out and the men found grewt
quantities of evergreens and flowers, which
were placed in every available place where
they could be puyt. Along the bridge wus
“Fort Fisher” in large letters of luurel, this
in commewmoration of the part the Colorado
had taken in the bombardmentof that fort

which she had
On the gangways

“Welcome"” and

in

fust one year before, in
lost several of her crew,
were arches with mottoes
“Merry Christmas.”

The gun deck, where the dinner wus
gerved, was beautifully decorated with ever-
greens, flowers and bunting-and enough
money was allowed to provide an abundanoce
of turkey, fruits and other good things -and
for esach man a smull botile of red wine and
& bottle of ale. Tablex were arranged in-
stead of spread on the deck with mesacloths
(an abominable vractice, since abandoned).
The best of good humor and good conduct
prevailed, and if any oficer got in sight he
was obliged to come up and give a toast,

The officers of the ward room had a grand
dinner, which our Consul and some of the
young Spanish officers attended.

The festivities of the day ended with a
grand performance by the Colorado min-
strels, As there was a lurge crew to selec
from, and the performers, both 1 ulz
instrumental, were carefully trained by Band-
master Faggiani, the entertainment very
nearly approached one of Christy’'s best.
After this, though the hour was late, many
of us went on shore, where masked ball
were in full swing, and the u(rm-txthronws
with merry parties who kept up the fun
nearly the whole night.

The Spaninrds had been very kind and
{mlin‘ to us during all our stay, and we left
oping that Port Mahon would be reestab-
lished as the headqguarters of our squadron
for many go reasons. 0.

NEW YORK, Dec, 23,

The Generosity of the Anclents,
U'lysses had sent the Trojans the wooden equine,
“] gave them that hobbyhorse ” he sald savagely,
“hecause they gave my little boy a drum on Christ -
mas."

Hereupon he exulted to think that at last he
would have revenge for his sufferings.

The Queen of Sheba liad recelved King Solomon's
gilts,

“No.," she wept, “I didn't enjoy them one bit.
He took the price tags off, and I don't know where
to exchange them!"

Sobbing, she bewalled the stupidity of the mas-
cullne mind.

Mark Antony had just made his cook the present
of a city.

“I hoped,” he faltered, “to give something of
sufficlent value to Induce her to stay after Christ -
mas."

Counting It well worth the cost, he anxlously
awalted the result.

Hercules had just received as a present the
shirt of Nessus.

“1 know It will probably kill me It | wear 11,*
he remarked; “but at any rate, it Isn't one of—
Delanira’'s necktiesl”

With a happy smile, he thereupon put on the
garment,

The Christmas Star.

Through all the starry spaces
The holy angels sing:

“Joy to earth's darkest planes—
The bells of Christmas ring.

“They ring In joyful numbers,
Peace and good wlll to men

From Him whose first carth.slumbers
We watched at Bethlchem,

“Through all the after ages

Bright shines that heavenly glow;
Yet earth fills up her pages

With war, and sin, and woe,

“Look up, O earth-held masses,
And see the Ught on high,
Look up before It passes
The star is golng by!"

Before night closes o'cr us,
And earth grows dark again,

Joln ye the angels’ chorus-
“Peace and good will to men!"
Rock ELu, Wis. NINKTTE M. LowaTas.

— e ————

PHILADELPHIA, Dec. 24.—The story of a
receiver's aseessment of $24,000,000 fur-
nishes an excellent opportunity for a
harrowing tale of wrecked fortunes and
ruined lives. But there need be uneither
sympathy for those Asphalt Trust people
upon whom this fearful _blow is -\appozmdv
to fall nor anziety on their apocount. With
the possible exception of one or two of the
less prominent offenders in this'case, all
have hunted cover long age. The re-
celver's club is made of pasteboard, and it
falls only on i shoulders.

In all the long history of financial bub-
bles, few have been more skilfully in-
eered than was this same asphalt operation.
Its promoters picked up properties of little
value; then, a8 one organization, sold them
to themselves, as another organization, at
vastly inflated prices. Then they piled on
more price and unloaded en the confiding
public. Then came market manipulation
wnd reorganization. For the lay mind
Ge whole affair is a financial jungle, with
vetims at every turn. But the promoters
am not numbered among the victima, nor
an they in any likelihood of being counted
ammng the casualties.

T\e Asphalt Company of America was
incoyporated under the laws of New Jer-
sey iAJuly, 1889. Its capital was $30,000,000,
in 600,000 ghares of 360 each. Upon or-
ganizaion $30,000,000 in 5 per cent. gold
certifigtes was iesued, $10 per share was
paid 'w) on the stock, and the unpaid #24,-
000,000 g the basis of the present alleged |
indebtesness. In September, 1900, an-
other ranbow organization proposed the
asoquisitioa of the original trust, and the
National Asphalt Company was the off-
spring of tie deal. Gen. Francis V. Greene
became thepresjdent of this organization in
February, 1. The directorate éncluded
a number d gentlemen of high standing
in financial crcles.

At that tine the Aspbalt Compeny of
America lost ite identity as s cemmercial
organization. That, however, is about
the only really tangible feature in the pro-
ceedings. Just where financial responsi-
bility for the unpaid stock went is as much
of a mystery asthe location of the tomb
of Moses: “No nan knoweth it unto this
day.” Nominally, responsibility passed to
the new company. The $30,000,000 of stock
in the Aspbalt Conpany of America was
exchanged for bods jn the National.
Within a year the Ngjonal collapsed. Again
there was a reorganwation, and all except
a few comparatively small holders signed
a ten-year irop-clad and oopper-riveted
release of all rights axd claims, and by so
doing placed themselvey and their interests
absolutely and irrevocibly in the hands
of the manipulators wiose conduct bad
let them into their difficuty.

The receiver's suit for recovery of the
unpaid $40 per share in tae Asphalt Com-
pany of Amerioa is doubflegs a necesaity
in the proceedings for a setlement, but it
is entirely safe to say that the promoters
and manipulators of the organization, Gen.
Francis V. Greene and his sssociates, are
in no immediate danger of either bank-
ruptcy or beggary as a result of it.

The Beanties of Esperaste.

To TEE EDITOR or THER SUN--Si»: Under tbe
heading, “Engllsh Rapidly Supplantwmg all Other
Tongues in Common Use,” I read In Tug SvN of
Dec. 17 a communication In which the writer ex-
presses hig convictions that the Englih language
will, “of necessity be the upjversal 4ol domipant
language of all peoples.”

This gratifylng dream of sceing ones national
language becoming the “universal ‘mnguage”
has been s0 often expressed to me by my com-
patrios (I am a Frenchman), and I am a acous-
tomed to hear it emphatically declarcd Ahpt the
French language Is and will remaln the y unl-
versal language, that 1 was led to belléve that
Frenchmen only were such dreamers.

1 certainly never would have thourht of axswer-
fug this lotter had not your correspondeat reforrod
to Volapuk and Esperanto, and proved his ignor-
ance of both of these languages, by brackaing
togcether two such dissimilar idioms,

It scems to me there Is no barm o not knowing
elther Volapuk or Esperanto, but 1 humbly subnit |
there is harm when one uses bls ignorance to ms-
lead your readers.

Never did Esperanto present itself to the world
as the “yniversal language”; Its object 1s muct
more modest and practical than that. It merely
alms at being & key or intermedlate language,
10 be used among persons of divers mationahiies.

There Is not a civilized country on earth to-
day but ‘has {ts group of Isperantists; eighteen
publications are now 1ssucd Ln this language, and
hundreds teach the language to thelr readers.
Over six hundred schools are now la existence
where the lnternational language is taught gratls
(38 of them arc ln Paris alone). You wlll see from
the Espergntist and other pepers which I send
you that In Great Britaln there are over fourteen
associations or clubs; and surely 8 movement whioh
counts leading men, principally among the teacbing
class, 10 all countries (ohlefly Jn Great Britain and
in France) is not o be treated In such a legerde-
maln way and be branded “an ptiempt” and dis-
misscd at once, by the were coupling of the word
“Velapuk” to It.

Your correspondent speaks of "whem the day
dawns that shall sce all people speaking one
language.” 1 truat this is only a mightmare, as this
would deprive this planet of all [ts interesting
features.

There are like this people who would llke to
sece the whole world beloag to the spme religion-—
their own, of course; speaking but one language,
their own; purchasing but one sort of goods, thelr
own: reading but one book, thelr own.

What charm would there be in this life if all
this varicty was ‘e disappear! Why not, at the
same time, nll up all valleys and lower all moun-
tains, have the monotonous plane for utllity's
sake?

No, “I'ennul naquit um jour de )uniformité,”
and life would not be worth lviag with such a
uniformity,

Besldes, the national or maternal language Is
not a language, so to speak—1t Ls the tle that binds
us around the national flag; it |s a part of the na-
tional patrimony; it Is the music that surroynds
our cradle—in fact, It §s an lnhercnt part of our
body, heart and soul.

I have the greatest admiration for the Gernuan
true to his nationality; In Uke manner | approve
of the Englishman devoted to his fetheriand; and,
as & Frenchman, 1 have no hesitation {a stating
that 1 love my mother tongue as | love my mother
herself—-to my eyes the two mingle and are hut
one.

But 1 am an Esperantist, that is, 1 am In favor of
a key language comparable 0 the marine sigpals,
or musical scale, or Brallie's system for the
bilnd, or the nomeaclature for the chemists, the
algebralc signs for scientists, or dotted signs for
telegraphists: in 8 word “a system of speakiog,”
neutral, sad indepeadent, shat wilh give no undue
preponderance to any nation over the others, but
will serve as the general Inlerpreter to all.

Should I be asked to state why this newtral Instru-
ment should be Esperante, I would say:

Becayse it |s simpler, easier, more lagieal, richer,
more precise, clearer, more harmonlous, more
adaptablc to poeiry or music, more asulted for
philosophy and positive sclences, more easlly
pronounced, more regular, more adaptable to
commerce and drawing of contracis and deeds
and by far more sclentific, and superior in all ro:
spects to Frenck or Eagllsh,

A. SAINT-MARTIN.

MONTRYAL, Canada, Dec. 22,

e o p————

A Statue of Robert Emmet.

To THE EDITOR OP THE SUN—SIr: It involves
an assumption of patriotie {ubdelity or consclous
negicct on the part of Irishmen thet the oentonary
otl :'he rn;‘nwdom of Robert Emmet should pass
without his mame recelving some s
at thelr hands. o hiser

In these times of much letter writing and clal
making to fame a century ls a long pmb.llo:
The man who survives the test certalnly descrves
& monument. That belng the case, one canpot
help wondering why the Irjshmen of this olty de
not get together and eroct & memorial statue of the
Irish patriot. One needs no drop of Irish blood In
:ns \'rln; 10 feel an exalied reverence for the hero-
sm and purity of Emmet's character,
heaven and strong as death {(self. o

In the great galaxy of the ioﬂd's martyrs

! 0
freedom Emmet shines a blazing sun. His lnot:t-
ory 1s well beloved and honored by every lover of
human liberty, but a material eXpreasion, a per-
manent pledge of our graultude and admiration
is really demanded. HENRY L. Gavax. '

HIGH SCHOOL ENGLISH.

A Sensible Pregrasume for Its lmpreves
ment to Be Freposed at Syracuse.

To THE Ep1roR OF Tk SeN-Siv: The
programme for the Convention of Assoe
ciated Academic Principals of (e State of

Netw York to be hald in Syracuse, Dec 2840,
contains ane feature of the greatost unpor«
tance tobusiness men a8 well us to educators,
This is the report of the sub-committer on
high school English. This committee cona
slets of Principal Thomas 8. Lovell of Njagara
Falls as chairman, Prof. James Morgan Harg
of Corpell University, Prof. Brainerd Kellogg
of the Brooklyn Polytechnic Institute, Supt,
John Kennedy of Batavia, and the secretary,
Arthur Marvin, principal of the Behenectady
High Bohool.

There {8 no question that high achool s«
dents graduating year after year exhibiy
poor ability to express therselver in correcy
English. 1t is the experience of lawyers,
merchants, manufacturers and other busi.
ness men that they must train these high
school products —-both young men an#l young
women ~to write correctly. From a bus.
negs mei's point of view something ie evi.
dently wrong in the method of school train-
ing, apd it is earnestly hoped that this con-
vention will seriously consider this question
of Fnglish.

Through the kindpess of the secretary of
the committee I have seen a copy of the re.
port on English, and have been greatly im«
pressed by its reasonableness and simplicity,
1t is based upon the reading and study of soiie
of the masters of English prose and poetry, and
elimipetes entirely all separate study of rules
and regulationg as laid down in text books
on grammar and rhetoric. This is sensible,
1 know men whose writings are sought for
by some of the best educated persons in the
State, who never studied English grammur
a day in their lives, and who have derived
all their power of expression from a close,
careful reading and study of the masters of
Euglish literature,

This English report is clear, comprehen.
sive, logical, scholarly and sensible. As
such it must commend itself to the educi-
tors of this and eof ether States. If made
the basis of the werk in English for the
State of New York, it will no doubt be taken
as a model by other States. It is high time
for the educators of the Empire Btate to lay
aside their petty bickerings and join forces
in this mutter of such vital importance to our

commercial interests.

These interests demand that we train our
roung people 80 that they can cope gicoess-
ully with the highly trained Germans, Frenh

and English in the markets of the world. It
is a fact that English i& now recoguized as the
Junguage of cominerce all over the world,
1a it too much for business men to demand
that the English taught in our high schools
be A tn some such logical and sensi-
hle manner as outlined in the report of this
committee? WaLTER J. BALLARD.

BCHENECTADY, N) Y., Dec. 22

CANADIAN CONFEDERATION,

Movement In Canada for Annexstion of
Newfoundiand and Greenland.

From the Toronto Globe.

Orrawa, Dec. 20.—-There is good reason to
believe that the Capadian Governmnent hava
under consideration the institution of negotia-
tions having for their object the admission
of Newfoundland and Greenland into corn-
{ederation. Whether the subject ‘has yet
come formaily before the Cabinet is not
known, but the unnistakable inference 1o
be drawn from certain indications {8 that the
acquisition of the territory on oyr eastern
and northeastern shores promises to beconn
4 live topic before long. Attempta to elicit
information from an official guarter failed,
the present time not being regarded s
opportune for disclosing the Governmeut's
plans.

There are many prominent (‘anadians who
believe the Government would be taking »
wise and statesmaalike oourse in prompily
opening negotiations with the Governmeits
of Newfoundland and Denmark; in the fermer
case for the admission into the Dominion
of the ialend jtaelf and the strip of the Labrador
ooast over which it exercises sovereignty.
and in the latter case for the purchase ff
Greenland. The deciaion of the n
tribunal, giving permanently to the United
States a strip of territory on eur aortheasteri
border, and the direction in which the foreign
polioy of the United Btates Executive seens
of late to be gravitating, have awakened in
Canada the feellng that unless proper pre-
cautions sre taken we may have 4 repetition
of the Alaska incident on the shores of Hud-
son Bay and en the Atlantic seaboard.

To be forewarned is to be forearmed. The
Government have alreudy ‘aken measurvs
to police and patral the grent inland wea to
the north and assert our authority there
Would it not seem to be a prudent act to tane
the necessary steps that will place it bevond
the power of any nation to deprive us of
free and uninterrupted wceoess to the Atlantic
Ocean’s Newfoundlend made & bid 1or

ntrance to confederation iu 1885, when Sir

ackenzie Bowell was Premier, but 1

erms she demanded were deemed at (i
ne to he excesgive.
"Perhups a reopening of the ‘matter would
results, and

hive nu:{e sucoessful s
Newfeundland to become s Canadian prov
inee, It is true that the French Shore que--

tion remains unsettled, Lut it is equally (rie
that Britain and Frence are on more cordil
terms than formerly, and this would not be
the first great International prolden which
has been settled by the two nations meeting
and ¢alking the matier over in u fuir u.d
conadiatory spirit.

to Greenland, the Danish Governme: !
would presumably disposed to part with
a conntry which is of no special value to
provided a antistaetory ;I\dnm'lm-n' were
offerea.

The Nation’s Chrjstinas Gifts of 1903

To THE EDITOR OF THE 8UN - 8i { hrist-
mas brings to this republic 4 two fold o
giving as well ag receiviug.

We are giving to the people of the Philp-
pines and of Porto Rico the chance to fit the
selves for local self-governient under tiv
protection of the American flag.

We are giving them thut grestest of all na-
tional blessings, the free publio schoo!

We are giving to Cubg the incentive
reciprocity -necessary for her material and
financial development.

We are giving to the people of Panan
the opportunity to ussert themnselves and
their rights, together with recognition hy
the other great Powers.

We are giving to the other republicsof Cen-
tral and South America an object lesson @
to the henefits which follow fair dealing with
the United States.

We are giving to the world an exhibition
of progressiveness such aus the world has
never hefore seen.

We are giving to the desgerving oppressd
of all lands the chance to enjoy legitimate
freedom under a free government.

We are receiving, by the bounty of Provi
denoce, crops of far greater magnitude than
we need for our own support,

We ave receiving the opportunity of frer
education for owr twemty millions of voung
people. A

We aye receiving in our nationsl work the
approval of our own consciences.

We are receiving the approval of the world
in our intention to conneet the Atlantic with
the Pacifio as & Righway for ths commerce
of all nations. WaLTER J. BALLAWD.

BCNENECTADY, Deo. 26.

A ———————
The Coming of the Kentuoky Sterk.
From the Cloverport Herald.

A despatch says that over st Frankiia, Ind.
Saturday a mild senmtion wes caused when *
prominent young married couple Issued card
announcing that the stork would soon pay a visit
to theii nousehold. It has since bpen learncd
that the young women of the soclety to whic'
the young wife belonged while In college ga\¢
an entertalnment for tho beneft of tho stork ©
“cargo,” whatever that might be. The announer
ment has been much disenssed In domestie ctreles
and It has beea generally agroed It js pot such a
bad practice, after all. Other young husbands
of the city have announeed that when the prope:
Ume comes they will follpw suit.

Her (Afte.
Her presemnt to him wes a kiss
With rapture all agow;
And long It lingered on his lips
This time a year agp

They married; but & Christmastide
No more he thanks f\is atars,

Her present lingers on his lips— '
But now It is ejgars. :
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