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An Extremely Unsatisfactory Reply
f From Louisville.

‘We suggested the other day that be-
fore the money is actually paid on ac-
oount of the Panama Canal, Col. HENRY
WATTERSON ought to disclose thefacts,
of supposed facts, which impelled him to
lend the authority of his name to the
charge that half of the $40,000,000 is to
go to thieves in France and the other
half to thieves in America, ircluding
engineers, journalists and gray wolves
in the United States Senate.

This seemed to us to be a very proper
and reasonable suggestion, and we don't
mind saying that it was prompted in a
considerable degree by friendly solici~
tude for Col. WATTERSON'S reputation
for sanity, journalistic honor and re-
sponsibility for his statements.

The Kentucky Colonel's response is
not only unsatisfactory, but it is also
such as to increase more than 100 per
cent. our anxiety on his account. He
does not withdraw the charge. He does
not modify it in any partioular. He re-
iterates it with new rhetorical adorn-
ments; and yet instead of supplying a
single fact or specific assertion which
woald warrant any man in his senses,
with due regard to his own self-respect
and reputation, in bringing so astound-
ing an indictment, he gives us the sifly
stuff of which the subjoined is a sample:

* Tme NEw YORK SUN, having been put to sleep
by the Courfer-Journal quite four months ago, has
waked up again. Like the groundhog, it comes ous
1o see its shadow ' th' blossoming epring. Like
ABU HassaX, {8 grows jocund with the realization
of its good fortune—like—like—why, like any other
sraug-faced Jook-o'-Dreams in topboots and russet
jerkin, cocked hat, slashed trunks and plumes, It
turns upon ua and would glve us the merry * ha-ha! *
1% turns upon us with the self-righteous \ntrepldity
and the unconscious self-exposure of the gentle-
man who holds in one hand the statute of limita-
tions whilst with the other he clutches the cloak
that buf half conceals the stolen goods.”

And after a column or two of this
sort, with incidental remarks that betray
quite as much ignorance of the recorded
history of the canal business as lack of
appreciation of his own personal pre-
dicament, Cel. WATTERSON oulminates
with a shriek of the violent ward:

“ Eureka! The twenty millioas are safe to the
thieves In Parls. The twenty millloua are safe to
the thieves In Washington. Better and better, the
ten milllons for the thieves In Bogota go to the
thieves In Panams. Bvery oent of the money re-
malns in the family, Tho-Grsy Wolves tn the Senate
Neok their chops and slip ellently to cover. Little
Vanllls Bean dances the cancan between the Oapltol
and the White House, betwoen the Waldorf-Astoria
and the downtown headquarters of the Fremoh
compliny. The Skunks of the Lobby, who do thelr
own apriting and keep no books, are happy. The
Pucket Shops of Parls are not less happy because
they are inaccessible. Who cares for the looks of i1?
Who 1s afraid of ploughed ground?! The plough at
least will tell no tales, whilst Additlon, Division
and Silenoce will do the rest.”

Col. HENRY WATTERSON was 64 years
old last month. He possesees, or has
possessed, a command of the English
language, and likewise a command over
his own faculties, sufficient to enable him
to write ooherently when he pleases.

If he has lost that power, or, what is
worse, if he has lost that sense of jour-
nalistic responsibility and that habit of
honorable demeanor without which his
future career is sure to be exceedingly
painful to his well wishers, we shall re-
gard the loss not only as a public mis-
fortune but also with private grief.

Polygamy and Senator Smoopt's Case.

s are now receiving letters almost
dafly from a prosperous, very intelligent
and morally exemplary (ierman gentle-
man of New York, in which the institu-
tion of polygamy is seriously defended
and highly commended. Of course,
they are brought out ‘by the Senate
committee’s inquiry into the case of
Senator SMoor of Utah, an “Apostie”
of the Mormon Church,

These discussions, of course, are
curious only. They are valueless as
contributions toward the solution of
any marriage problem at present agitat-
ing civilization or likely to arise at any
time in the future, In his last letter,
for’ example, our correspondent deals
with the question as to the number of
wives a man should be allowed to have.
The Mormon President, as his testimony
revealed, has contented himself with five
wives, or, at least, has felt compelled
to restrict himself to that number since
the legislation of Congress concerning
polygamy. Our German friend contends
that “a man mentally and physically
sound should naturally have not le‘e than
four or more than eight wives of about
his own age.” The correct average he
puts at seven, in accordance with “the
statement in the Bible,” though he
acknowledges that, after all, the num-
ber must be governed “byf the state of
ome's finanoces.”

Even in Mohammedan countries, where
polygamy is a recognized and legal in~
stitution of religious sanction, that
question of “the state of one's finances”
enters in as an effectual restraint against
the practice of polygamy. Only rich men
can afford to keep up a retinue of wives,
and accordingly polygamous marriages
are few proportionately to the whole
population. Economically, monogamy
has a practical advantage over polygamy
which eannot be questioned. KEven rich
Turks with harems suffer so seriously in
the eompetition with the monogamous
Grecks, .for example, that they grow
more and more diginclined to multiply

wives. Plural wives are not only

to maintain, but naturally they

have not the ieterest in the welfare of
their husbands which monogamous wives

have, They dissipate their substance
without misgivings. Accordingly, polyg-
amy is bound to give way under the
competition, and already it is declining.

Moreover, our German friend is rich,
If he was allowed to have the seven
wives he puts as “the correct ostimrnte'
of the number he Qught to be permitted
to support because of “the state of his
finances,” would there not be a new
provocation to social discontent? of
course, there would be exasperation be-
cause of the privileges secured to him
by his wealth and denied to others bhe-
cause of their actual or relative pov-
erty. Social distinctions would be made
broader and sharper—between the men
able to have only one wife, or two or
three or four wives, and the men like him
with money enough to keep his maximum
number of seven wives. Of course,
there would be no reason for it, but
rather for sympathy with the trials of
the unhappy husbands with a procession
of wives; but, all the same, the polyg-
amists would be pursued by wrath,
or at least by ridicule, Polygamy does
not work in civilization, and it is not
worth talking about otherwise than as a
comical suggestion,

The question of the polygamy of the
Mormons is another matter, and it is
a question, as the semi-religious Inde-
pendent says in discussing it, about
which honest moralists differ. Polyg-
amy early vexed the Christian Church,
which found it in existence and prac-
tised among converts. It has also raised
a practical question of humanity with
which Christian missionaries in polyg-
amous countries have always had to
deal. Must'a polygamous convert dis-
card his wives and thus consign them to
reproach and suffering?

The Independent comes to the conclu-
sion that no evidence as to polygamous
practices by Senator SMo0T which ocould
exclude him from Congress has yet ap-
peared, and it is justified in the conclu-
sion. The other matter brought up in
the testimony, as to the influence and
authority exercised by the Mormon
Church over men who accept political
office in Utah, raises a dangerous ques-
tion. In the Revolution, Episcopalians
were sometimes distrusted as of an
Anglican religious allegiance. A chief
cause of the Enow Nothing agitation
of the middle of the last century was the
argument that Roman Catholics were
under ajlegiance to the Papal sovereignty,
to a foreign potentate, which was in-
consistent with full loyalty to the Gov-
ernment of this republic. Obviously,
there was nothing in it, for the allegiance
of the Roman Catholic to the Pope of
Rome is spiritual and not political; but
the raising of the question caused much
bad blood. If a Mormon is to be ex-
oluded from Congress simply for the
reason that he is a Mormon, what re-
mains of our constitutional principle

of the freedom of religious conscience? ;

We are glad to see, therefore, that the
Independent is impelled to conclude its
discussion of Mr. SM0OT's case by say-
ing: “Much as we despise and detest
Mormonism, we must wait further evi-
dence that a Mormon cannot be admitted
to Congress.”

Philippine Rallways,

The desirability of a system of rail-
ways in the Philippines is beyond all
question. The profitable operation of
such a system, from a strictly commercial
point of view, js, for the immediate fut-
ure, exceedingly doubtful. Railway con-
struction may be said to operate in two
directiops—it may provide transportation
in response to an existing need for im-
proved facilities, or it may create traffic
by opening fruitful but undeveloped
areas. The Philippine lines would un-
doubtedly belong to the latter class,

Up to a certain point there is a parallel
between railway enterprise in the Phil-
ippines and in Japan. The topograph-
ical conditions are generally similar.
There is the same mountainous interior
with its areas of potential fruitfulness,
bordered by a coast strip of generally
greater productive capacity. Japan's
four thousand miles of railway lines are
in prosperous condition, with traffic and
passenger rates which are not prohib-
itory to even the poorer classes. It is
true that Japan’'s population i about six
times that of the Philippines, that her
people are more energetic by nature and
that they have reached a higher stage of
civilization. Yet, so far aseven the back
country people of Japan are concerned,
the railways have been of great value
in their social and industrial develop-
ment.

A similar result would assuredly follow
in the Philippines. The special question
is the time which will be required for a
corresponding emancipation in the Phil-
ippines, making the railways of Luzon
profitable as commercial enterprises. It
would be unreasonable to expect them
to pay from the start. Some Govern-
ment provision for an indefinite period
seems Necessary.

In view of the'varied interests of the
United States in the whole Philippine
problem, and the complications and pos-
gible dangers involved, there remains
little room for doubt that the construc-
tion of the proposed lines would be a
measure of economy, even though the
proper maintenance should require for
a time an annual appropriation from the
United States Treasury.

The City and the Continent,

The completion of the first tunnel
under the North River from Manhattan
to the continent of America brings to
a successful conclusion a project that be-
gan to attract attention thirty years ago.
At that time the erection of elevated
railroads in old New York was receiv-
ing the attention of capitaliste and en-
gineers, and the relief that these trans-
portation lines afforded to the rapidly
growing population was such that the
nvecessity of building a tunnel to New
Jersey was not 8o pressing as to make it
impegative. The needs of the metropolis
for an outlet to the country were served
further by the building of the Brooklyn
Bridge, which made Brooklyn practically
one piece with Manhattan.

At no time, however, were the advan-
tages to be gained by a permanent link
uniting Manhattan to the mainland lost
sight of. Several bridges to span the
North River have been projected, one to

enter the island at Twenty-third street
and another to land at Fifty-ninth
street. At present several tunnels under
the North River are planned, which
promise, when the; are completed, to
make the trip to New Jersey more easy
of accomplishment than that to The
Bronx. It will be interesting to watch
the course of real estate values in West-
chester county, Long Island and New
Jersey when the subterranean lines are
in operation,

The completion of the first North
River tunnel;so close at hand, means
that Manhattan is truly joined to her
opposite neighbor by a physical link
more impressive than any bridge would
be. Heretofore Manhattanese have
lpoked upon themselves as cut off from
the rest of the nation by water. The
ferries might be interrupted by bad
weather; the bridges in the upper part
of the island were furnished with a draw,
or else played small part in the calcu-
lations of the average citizen. But a
tunnel means a permanent dry land
physical link, and the effect of such
links upon the city's life is likely to be
far reaching and beneficial.

The Statue of Frederick the Great,

1t was a pertinent question that was
,asked on %1arch 9 in the Senate by Mr.
Bacow of Georgia. He inquired wheth: =
the proposed appropriation of $15,00n
“for absolutely necessary expenses” of
the War College included an item for the
cost of erecting a pedestal and dedicating
a statue of FREDERICK the Great. Sena-
tor PROCTOR, who had charge of the bill,
replied in the negative, but he did not
deny that the statue offered by Emperor
WrLLiAM II. had been accepted by Presi-
dent ROOSEVELT, and that its erection
in the grounds of the War College was
contemplated by the Executive. There-
upon both Senator BAcoN and Senator
TELLER pointed out that Congress had
never sanctioned the erection of the
statue, and that while a President might
possibly have the right to accept pro-
visionally such a gift in the name of the
American people, such acceptance should
be solely for the purpose of bringing tie
matter before Congress.

Mr. RoOSEVELT ought to know that
'the acceptance of the statue of FRED-
ERICK the Great would not meet with the
approval of the American people, and
therefore ought not to be ratified by
the Federal Legislature, At the time
when an intimation of Emperor WrL-
LIAM'S intention was conveyed to the
State Department the ground on which
the gift was to be made was scrutinized
by the American press, and was shown
to be utterly illusory. We were told on
b the highest authority that the purpose
of erecting a statue of FREDERICK the
Great in Washington—where a statue
of Gen. ROCHAMBEAU had just been
dedicated—was to commemorate the
sympathy expressed and the services
rendered by the Prussian sovereign to
the United States during their struggle
for independence. About the services
rendered by ROCBAMBEAU there had
never been any dispute: there is not a
schoolboy in the country that cannot
name them in detail. On the other hand,
as to the alleged services of FREDERICK
the Great, there was universal ignorance
on this side of the Atlantic, and to re-
quests for information no satisfactory
answer was vouchsafed.

It was, indeed, pretended that during
the Revolutionary War a sword bearing
a complimentary inscription was pre-
gented to WASHINGTON by FREDERICK
the Great. Had such an incident oc-
curred, it is obvious that some record
of it would have been made in the coun-
try of the donor, No such record exists
in Germany. It is equally plain that
had such a token of appreciation been
received by the Commander of the Con-
tinental Army from the man then rec-
ognized as the greatest of European
goldiers, the story would have been fa-
miliar to every man, womanand child in
the United States. The proofs of the
reception of the gift would have been
innumerable and incontrovertible, and
the sword itself would have been treas-
ured in a national museum. ‘As a matter
of fact, searching inquiry has failed to
unearth an atom of trustworthy evi-
dence to support the legend of the
sword. The tale is a myth.

It is true that FREDERICK the Great
denounced some of the minor German
prin for selling thirty-nine thousand
of their subjects to GEORGE ITl. for
service in the American colonies. It is
also true that he refused to permit some
of these mercenaries to traverse Prus-
sian territory on their way to the port of
embarkation®# To FREDERICK, as an en-
lightened ruler and a patriot, such a
transaction might well have seemed
detestable. Asa matter of fact, however,
in wars to which he himself had been a
party he had never scrupled to buy and
shed the blood of mercenaries; and it
might have been hard for him to show
why a practice which was venial on the
part of a King of Prussia was repre-
hensible in the case of an Elector of Han-
over. The truth is that FREDERICK the
Great. had not forgiven GEORGE III, for
dismissing WILLIAM PITT from the post
of Prime Minister and leaving Prussia
in the lurch at the crisis of the Seven
Years War. He hoped that his treach-
erous fellow sovereign would lose the
American colonies, and he chuckled
when he learned that General WASHING-
TON was avenging him at Trenton and
at Princeton.

That the scornful and derisive com-
ments made from time to time by FRED-
ERICK on the blunders of British Generals
in America were prompted partly by
soynd military judgment and partly
by hatred of GrORGE III., but not at all
by sympathy for republican institu-
tions, can be conclusively established.
There was just one service which, had
he chosen, he might have rendered the
American colonies. He might have
recognizad their independence, as was
done by other Contipental Powers, after
France had proclaiied such recognition
and  upHeld it with fleets and armies.
Over and over again did the agents of
the Continental Congress in FEurope
seek to obtain the recognition of theip
country's independence at the Court of
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the independence of the Thirteen Colo-
nies had been acknowledged by GEORGE
111. himsell, did the wily and cold-hearted
Prussian sovereign consent to take a
gimilar step, Recognition on his part
was then superfluous, “Thank you for
nothing,” was the comment of our diplo-
matists at the time.

We have given an accurate statement
of the debtor and creditor account be-
tween the United States and FREDERICK
the Great. Where can an American
patriot find in it any pretext for the
erection of a statue to the Prussian
sovereign?

Medals and Metaphysics.

An amendment to the Army Appro-
priation bill grants $12,000 for 8,000
medals of honor to be given by the Secre-
tary of War, in the name of Congress,
“to such officers, non-commissioned
officers and privates as have most dis-
tinguished, or may hereafter most dis-
tinguish, themselves by gallantry in
action.”

The Hon. HENRY MoORE TELLER of
Colorado asked this impertinent or
malicious question:

“There 13 no discretion In the Secretary of War
to grant a medal to some man who has distingulshed
himself otherwise than In battle?”

The joint resolution of Congress ap-
proved July 12, 1862, provided that
medals might be issued to “non-com-
missioned officers and privates for ex-
ceptional gailantry in action or other
soldier-like qualities.” The act of Con-
gress approved March 3, 1863, struck out
the words “or other soldier-like quali-
tiee” and added the word “officers.” Mr.
TELLER was perfectly familiar with the
act of 1863. He declined to hear it read.
Nor did he need to be told by Mr. WAR-
REN of Wyoming that “the medals can be
issued only for exceptional gallantry in
battle.” Fully aware of the existing
legislation on the subject of medals of
honor, Mr. TELLER did not refrain from
this innuendo at a famous medico-mili-
tarist, Z8CcUIAPIUS-MARS:

“ I have scen a medal, or at least T have seen the
statement that a medal was Lssued by the Secretary
of War within a few years to a distinguished officer,
somewhat distinguished now because of his rapid
elevation to the position he occuples, and one he
expects to occupy, and I understand that when it
was lasued the oficer had never been In action in his
Itfe; that he had never been under fire at all, But
the remarkable statement is that for about a week,
in some Indlan campaign, ho was dally In danger
of belng fired on. 1 had an idea that almost all
soldlers in active warfare arc In danger of being
fired on. I do not kmow that It indicates any great
moral or physical courage in a soldler that he oon-
tinues to march with his associdtes when he 1s In
danger of belng fired on. Probably that was the
safest place for him. He oould not retire.”

“Mr. HoAR should read a little ARis-
TOTLE to Mr. TELLER, coach him in fao-
ulties and potentialities. Exceptional
gallantry in action may be potential,
latent, static, ready to leap out at the
first opportunity. It is surprising that
a mind as metaphysical £s Mr. SPOONER'S
should make this Philistine gcomment
on Mr. TELLER'S regrettably obtuse
propositions: '

* And If & medal was granted to one under such
circumstances, all would be entitled to 18,

Not a bit of it. The medico-martialist
with his knowledge of anatomy smf
physiology, his clear understanding of
all his vital parts, of all the avenues of
ammunition to his outwards and in-
wards, is put to an exceptional test and
displays exceptional gallantry in per-
mitting himself to be where hefmight be
fired on if there were anybody to fire on
him. It is scarcely creditable to the in-
telligence of Mr. SPOONER and of Mr.

_TELLER that they are dull to this obvious

fact.

He Doesn*t Need Jiu-Jutsu. !

Mr. ROOSEVELT'S further studies in I
the Japanese art of jiu-jutsu will be |
observed with universal interest.

But he really doesn't need to add this |
to his numerous accomplinhmenta.‘ .

He already possesses a gift more use-
ful to a Presidential candidate than jiu-
jutsu, or even than the dignified art of |
ceremonious and honorable tea.

The Japanese art of yoi-méguriawase;
that is to say, of gyoko, is his. He'is an
adept in it. Barbarians sometimes call
it bull luck. A certain Corsican identi-
fied it for a time with Destiny.

’

In the course of Senator DEPEW'S able
and patriotic speech on the Naval Appro-
priation bill he paused to contribute the
following incident from out of the wealth
of his personal experience:

“1 remember belng In the Executive Manslon at
one time and in Mr. LINCOLN'S office when a tele-
gram was handed to him which gave the tnforma-
tion that a Brigadier-Geuneral, jhrough foollshness
of an extreme sort, had been captired dowa In
Virginla. In his command was a long traln of
pack wagons and mules. Mr. LINCOLN read the
despatch and then took up his pen and sald: * With
this pen I can make a Brigadler-General In a minute,
but | cannot replace those mules.' "

Thus at last an historic anecdote, of
which variants have been related by many
persons claiming to have been the recipient
of LINCOLN'S brigadier-and-mule remark,
is presented in authoritative form by the
person to whom the remark was actually
addressed.

As the tax upon bachelors in Madagascar
has been a signal failure, the Government
has removed the burden it imposed upon
this unfortunate cldss, The results of this
attempt to discriminate against an impor-
tant element in society will interest all
students of rociology.

It occurred to the Madagascar Govern-
ment, about two years ago, that if a special
tax were placed upon all native bachelors
the public good would be served in two
ways. 'lhe inflow into the publio treasury
would be considerable, and matrimony
would be stimulated and the growth of
population would be acoelerated.

But the action of the authorities was
based upon insufficient acquaintance with
the Malagasy character. It appears that
there are no voluntary bachelors in the
country. No man fails to prooure a wife if
he can get one. The only men who were
legally liable to pay the bacheler tax were
the very poor or the infirm; nelther ocould
pay the tax and the women would not
marry them.

The treasury was not filled, the popula-
tion was not increased; and as the law was
a dead letter it has just been repealed.

——
Another Imstance.
We note with affairs reminiscent
The changes the decades have played;
The crust of soclety isn't
The kind that our mothers bave made.

i of the situation in this State.

' strong Parker man.
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THE CENTIREDE AND THE EDAM
eBERSE.

e
The Possibllities of & Roosevelt-Parker
Rave for the White House.

To Tar Ep1Tor or Tar Bux—Sir: Refer-
ring to yo® editor#él this morning, there is
also the possibility that the “pee-pul” might,
by pushing the Edam . cheese, evenw%lly
crush out of existence the centipede. The
difference in weight, bowever, is carefully
noted: also the strength. TREMONT,

NEw York, March 0.

From the Johnetown Herald.

Judge Parker is a man of stable qualities.
He {s keen of intellect, resolute of character
and with integrity unbending. Occupying,
as he does, an office second only in exaltatien
and in the distinction it confers, to the Presi-
dency itself, he of all men offends none of the
proprieties in aspiring to the Democratic
nomination in the Democratic year of 1004,

Nevertheless, we believe friends of Judge
Parker aro making a serious mistake in seek-
ing to secure for him an instructed delegation
from this State. Instructed delegations are
not the rule of New York Btate—not on the
Democratic side of the house—although they
have been occasionally resorted to. let us
revert to one or two that will easily be re-
called by the youngest of us.

In 1880 the Democratic convention in ses-
slon at Syracuse instructed the delegates
for Samuel J. Tilden. Mr. Tilden was at that
time the most eminent, as he was the most
conspicuous, Democrat in America. He had
been only four years before the choice of the
people for President, but was robbed of the
office by Republican dishonesty in the manip-
ulation of Southern returning boards. The
good faith of the party seemed, therefore,
pledged to his renomination. But the New
York instructions did not prevent his rejec-
tion by the national convention, notwithe
standing his commanding position in the party
and in the conntry. Mr. Tilden was set aside
and the nomination went to Winfleld Scott
Hancock.

In 1802 the State convention met {n Albany,
and the delegation was instructed for David
B. Hill. The instructions were voted unani-
mously, 8o complete was Mr. Hill's mastery
Yet Mr. Hill
was not nominated; indeed, his highest vote
was only 114, while hissuccessful competitor—
a New Yorker, who was not mentioned in the
New York convention—received 617.

While it istrue that history cannot repeat {t-
self this year in the personnel of the nominee,
Mr. Cleveland having taken himaelf out of the
list of candidates, there is at least a fine open-
ing for it to do soin the convention defeat
of the “instructed” candidate.

We have seen that New York {nstructions
do not ensure viotory. We have also seen
that they are sometimes the precursors of
defeat. May it not then be wise to take coun-
sel of the logic of events before rushing head-
leng upon a conrse which others have followed
to their overthrow?

In the battle of the ballots, as in the war
of bullet and shell, {t {s the wise strategy
board that measures all the probabilities and
tests all the possibilitiés.

This much at least may be said without
reflecting in the slightest degree upon Judge
Parker's claims upon his party or his eminent
fitness for the high office to which he aspires.

To Tag Eprtor or Tne SUN—Sir: In that
spirit of fairness which so thoroughly charac-
terizes TRE SUN, will you kindly inform your
readers upon what ground you make the as-
eertion that Judge Parker is “David B. Hill's
candidate"?

Of course, we all know that Hill is supporting
Parker's candidacy, but when THE SuN speaks
of Judge PArker as being “Hill's candidate,”
the implication is that Parker is Hill's per-
sonal choice, rather than that of the Demo-
cratic voters of the State,

¥ow, is it not a notorious fact that the
Democrats of this State were unanimovs in
their desire to have Judge Parker as their

| candidate for Governor in 1902?

Is it not also an equally well established
fact that but for David B. Hill's fear that
Judge Parker's election as Goverpmor would
fnevitably have made him his party's candi-
date for President, the Judge would have re-
ceived the nomination?

In view of these facte and also of the fur-
ther fact that for the last few months Demo-
crate in this State and all over the country
have beeg turning to Judge Parker as the
man who cin unite his party and surely carry
Npw York, how can THE SUN, with any sem-
blance of truth, designate him as “Hill's
candidate”? Why any more than Cleveland
should be styled “Murphy's candidate”?

Pat McCarren is not supposed to be espe-
cially in love with Hill, yet McCarren is a
NO one can accuse
Smith M. Weed of being a Hill man, yet he
stands ready to support Judge Parker loyally

. and enthusiastically.

Because Hill finds it to his political advantage
to get on hoard the Parker band wagon, Is it
fair that Judyge Parket should be made to
auffer thereby?

Judee Parker may offer some weak points
as a candidate, and if THE SUN can discover
any of these upon which he cgn be effectively
and legitimately attacked, it {8, of course,
privileged to give them to its readers. But
in endeavoring to discredit Judge Parker on
the ground that he is “David B, Hill's can-
didate” it appears to me that THE SUN i8 not
living up to its reputatien for fairness gnd
tryth. E. H.

NEw Yorg, March 0,

Prisoners’ Ald Socleties “: England.

To Tar Fprror or¥ THE SUx-Sir:  Your
recent quotuation from an article by an ex-
prisoner in'the Nineteenth Century magazine
concerning priseners’ aid societies in England
is calculated to convey a wrong impression as
to the value of these associtions, It s in-
deed a fact that the professional criminal and
the old rounder have little use for such go-
cieties, especially when they insist that the
ex-prisoner shall be industrious and earn an
honest living. This ex-prisoner goes so far
in his bitter exaggeration as to say that he
has never been able to trace the fact of these
societies in England having rendered efficient
aid to any discharged prisoner.

As reliable testimony on this subject, I
refer to the official report of the Commis-
sioners of Prisons of England for 1903, made
to both houses of Parliament and printed asa
public document. 'This report shows that no
less than 84,620 prisoners were offered assist-
ance in some shape or other during the year,
1t testifies to the admirable work done by
the Church Army through its missions and

labor homes, and to the invaluable aid
received from Colin Campbell, who directs
shis branch of the work, "o far as prisons

JVare concerned,” it says, “the Church Army

has grown by steady and cautious develop-
ment into one of the great reclaiming influ-
enges of theage.” The zeal and desire to help
nlé:wn by the authorities of the Salvation
Army are also recognized, and special men-
tion is made of “the refofming influences on
prison life" exercised by “the admirable
Associatlon of lLady Visitors of Prisons,
founded by Adeline, Duchess of Bedford.
under the authority of the Commissioners
gndt with the approval of the Secretary of
tate.

I way add that Edward Grubb, secre-
tary of tha Howard Assoclation of Enclnll;d.
is now in this country inspecting prinons and
prison systems. The object of that assooin-
tion, for many vears under the secretaryship
of William Tallock, Is not merely to bene-
fit individual prisoners, but to improve the
prison system of Great Britain, g‘he indi-
vidual prisoner as well as society is always
benefited by any improvement of the prison
system as 4 whole. R. J. BARROWS,
Corresponding Secretary of the Prison Asso-

ciation of New York.

NEwW YORrK, March 8.

‘The Japs’' English Pilot.
fl'-'mm the London Globe.

The first forelgn adviser whom the Japan
ever employed was one Will Adams, an l:ngu::
mﬁ::, who In | Wwas cast ashote In & storm while
plloting a Duteh fieet. —"Japan In Transition.”
RIS N

eome Duichinen before the b
Caught by a squal) that Whipt the decks "
‘Avl strawed the r!:" .m\h .nm"; o' wrecks,
tossod where the chopst!
Ovér three hundred years uo.c v d

And when the
A "ouﬁ' restored his life,

e 10 his Eng 4
But, “We will e thee s mm‘!'nhu?{:'ey
“Bulld thee s uﬂ.‘mhu: may, &
“And teach'us the Eng tricks you know!"

More than three hundred years ago.

Berlih. While the war lasted they could Modern Conditions. Xud aEndolbuys honor hib hame ot piay
never gain it. Only after the Peace of | Lerem'—And You want s mew doliyt @ @@ rees | The Engit th_ﬁw ‘:“3"‘ e
Versailles iad been signed in 1783, and umay{ I - . L [ 4 w;&?;“&luﬁﬁm.'
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OUR NEAREST ISLAND.

The Debated Question as to the True
Measure of Porto Rico's Prosperity.

To TeE Epitor or THE SuN—8ff: Your
correspondent “Corresponsal” says, in THE
BUN of March 7, that Porto Rico is not prosper-
ing under American administration, in spite
of the fact that American exports to the {sland
in 1008 were $11,810,805, agninst an average
of about $4,000,000 a year for the last five
years of Spanish control, and also in spite
of the fact that Porto Rican sales to the United
States {n 1003 were $10,152,023, against an
average of $2,000,000 yearly for the five years
named. If selling more to and buying more
from one customer is not prosperity, it cer-
tainly {s an evidence that more business is
being transacted, and more bueiness in the
one channel must mean more profit, by the
saving of expense, than the same amount
transacted in many channels.

But, says “Corresponsal,” "the total com-
merce of tho island is considerably less than
ft was before the war.” TUnfortunately for
his case, “Corresponsal” does not offer any
proof of this assertion. He merely states
that the total exports of the island were
$14,000,000 in 1903, against the “average for five

years before the war, $17,000,000." Thig is
another assertion without proof. What
official figures give that $17,000,000? Again

“Corresponsal” says: Imports for 1008, $14,-
000,000, agninst $17,500,000 average yearly
for the last five Spanish years. Again proof
{s wanting of this assertion, and no official
record is quoted. Even on his own showing
Porto Rico came out even in 1903 on its foreign
commerce, while for the last flve Spanish
years it went behind $500,000 a year, or $2.~
500,000 loss for the five years,

The exact figures of Porto Rico’s foreign
commerce for 1003 calenaar year, as recorded
and published by the Department of Com-
merce and Labor, through {ts reliable
Bureau of Statistics, are as follows:

SALES,

United States, domestlc goods... .. 80,080,782
United States, forelgn goodas.. ... ..o 108,141
Other countries, domestic goods, .. 4267910
Other countries, forelgn gooda. . .. . 127082
United States, gold and silvercoln.......... 0,583

TOtE) ARIOE. o5 0 hon oisynvioseeysngseusivecs $14,655,208

“Corresponsal” ignored the odd $5665,208—

that amount means as much to Porto Rico,

as doer (on the basis of pnlation alone

eighty times the amount to the United States.
PURCHASES,

United States, domestic goods.............

811,424,813
United States, foreign goods..... . 805,582

Other countries....... greesieieiansiieeieny 2,119,528
Total PUrchases. ... ..covviaiins O R $13,030,418

Net results of year's commerce:

Fxcess of sales over purchases..........
If a yearly gain of 3615000, instead of a
yearly loss of $500,000, making a real gain for
the year of $1,115,000, does not mean that
Porto Rico is prospering in its forrign com-

merce under American occupation, what
result in figures will spell prosperit ? Surely
even "Corresponsal,” pessimist though he
may be, will not contend that his admitted
vearly loss in trade of $500,000 added to or
insured the prouperitf of Porto Rjco. Loss
is not gain. Loss is loss, and the continued
loss admitted by “Corresponsal” means one
thing, and one thing only—eventual bank-
ruptev. From that threatened disaster
American occupation has saved Porto Rico.
Even “Corresponsal” admits that our “free
market for Porto Rican sugar” has been of
benefit to the island. It is also so, propor-
tionally, in regard to the other domestic
products sent to the mainland. 0 can
estimate what free accesa to our gigsntic
market means to Porto Rico for the future,
in money and prestige? It enhances the
value of every foot of land in the island. The
foreign commerce gain of $1,115,000 in 1003,
compared with Spanish years, is equal to con-
siderably more than $1 per head for every
:nlnn.dw;_oman. and child in the “tight little
siand.

“Corresponral” apeaks of “actnal existing
industrial distress.'' The following is from a
recent letter of the highest authority in the
island, Governor Hunt, who has been there
Bix 'f:e-rn:

,“The oo%ee crop is almost normal this
vear, affid the price considerably better than
t has been for several years. Conditions
in the inland are as satisfactory as cou
expected, and there is decided and steady
progress in education, agriculture, ocom-
merce, and in all other ways in which we
have a right to expect forward movements.
While people 11'0 saying there is atarvation
in the main {sland, planters cannot harvest
their crope or grow ns extensive ones as they
wish iy adjacent fslands (under the juris-
diction® of Porto Rico) only twenty-five or
thirty miles away. Until the lesson is better
learned :habt t:\l: (;n{)) wa "for a (iountry m

rosper is e labor of its people we w
ann difﬂo\lruen here. The New York and
Porto Rico Steamship Company has chartered
another veasel and instead of there being a
‘picture of want' there is more activity than
anywhere in the tropics that I know of.”

The cose in favor of American occupation
of Porto Rico can mfelarnv on the foregoing
figures and Governor Hunt's unimpeachable
testimony. WALTER J. BALLARD,

SCHENECTADY, March 8.

| THE RELIGION OF MRS. EDDY.

Commendation of an Attempt at Judiolal
Treatment of Christian Sclence.

‘To THE Eprrok or TER SUN-—Sir: Your Inter-
esting and far-sighted editorial headed “The Re-
liglons of Two Women,"” in this morning’s SUN, ex-
presses the true spirit of impartial modern jour-
nallsm. The tendency of the times seems toward
a higher amd more practical form of religlon,
capable of meeting both the spiritual and temporal
needs of man. This tendency s colncldent with a
growlng reaction agalnst the dead rites and Im-
potent dogmas of man-made religlons, . }

The present opportunites for liberal education
are quickenlng the human Intelligence, and man is
fast assuming the responsibility of working out his
own salvation. One of the chief reasons that Chris-
tlan Sclence has achleved the success referred to
in your columns is that It furnishes a practical ex-
planation of the othetwise hidden mpysteries of
godlineas. aud unlocks the Holy Seriptures, throw-
Ing on the pages of this heretofore sealed book
the ‘sunlight of revelation.

A religion that bears frult in the llves of Its ad-
herents is one which the world preeminently needs.
If 1t can be sald of the Christian Sclendist that he
is a rellable business man, a good husband, and &
public-spirited clitizen, then ths country owes to
the tenets of his rellglon some thanks for the bene-
fits he has conferred upon the community. In
this twentleth century, the vast inorease of pop-
ulation of the globe is emphasizing the urgent need
of universal brotherhood and a better understand-
ing of how to develop the latent resources of the
eartl through national and International cooper-
atlon. Commercial relatlons have probably dane
more to bring this Into effect In recent years than
has either religlon or cducation. We belleve,
however, that if the llves of Christlan Sclentists
entbody the teachings and example of thelr leader,
the Rev. Mary Baker G. Eddy, this muoh desired
consumamation will be gradually approxzimated,
and an impulse will be given to the cause of Chria-
tlanity such as It has never before recelved since
the commencement of the Christian era.

RICHARD P. VERRALL,
Christlan Sclence Publication Committee.
New YORK, March 0.

To TRR EDITOR OF THE SUN-Sir: You say edi-
torially to-day that “the growth pf Christlan Sel-
ence is the most marvellous of modem religious
phenomena.”

It would not be so marvellous, perhaps, If the
spiritual development of men had kept pace with
thelr material and intellectual development. 1t
is not marvellous to those who see in Christlan Sel-
ence, by practical experience, that a proper under-
standing of lIfe reveals that the rational needs of
men are satisfied by conduct In accordance with
truth, and that no man who is destitute of material
things and physical hecalth properly apprehends
the teachings of the Lord Curist. Christlan Sei-
enoe shows & departure from ordinary orthodoxy
in that It Is not necessary tw dle to win the berfefits
of the life 1t Inculcates.

Mrs. Eddy has unvelled an aspect of truth which
seems too simple for a great many: yet, If pe-
garded with honest mind, its benefits are far In ex-
ceas of anything offered by any other scheme of
spiritual Instruction, and the criterion Is present
now, and has not to be awalted In another worid.

In additton, Christlan Sclence shows how much
of the physioal discase of to-day |s due to the grisly
terrors anticipated In a post-mortem state, a teaching
springing out of the wickedness of men's hearts
and the Ignorance and ambition of priesteraft and
sectaries.

“Seclence and Health ™ Mrs. Eddy's book, It read
without prejudice, and under the strict scrutiny
of private judgment (not swallowed entire and
unquestioned), will do much to show that while the
world is maserially in the twenileth century, yet
spiritually 1t is at about 045 A. D,

If 1ts positive teaching as to aMrmative good 1s
accepted, and used, the results will sppear in a fuller,
stronger, richer Iife to-day. Evll, it says, is croated
by us, but good exlsts from God forever, and as we
follow His laws and leave our evil, evil leaves us.

It 1s necessary to go 1o this book, however, not tn
& morbid state of mind, as 1o some ghostly confes-
sor, but In as normal a condition of thought as one
drinks In the besuty of the stars and the ses. .

NEW YORK. March b,

MIKADG OR CZAR?

Judge Pryor Writes of the Old Friend.
ship of This Nation for Russia,

To TRE EvrTor or THE SUN ~Sir; 1t can.
not be amiss at the present moment to recall
the commencement of that uniform friend.
ship which has characterized the relations of
Russia and the United States.

In 1808 President Jefferson, answering a
letter from the Czar Alexander, invoked hig
powerful influence in favor of the rights of
neutrals, so shamefully violated by both
belligerents In the then pending war. As we
know, the appeal of the President was not
without efféect on the mind of the monareh,
and their ocorrespondence revealed the re.
ciprocal regard and admiration of thesas
eminent rulers.

From that day to the present moment tha
policles of the two Governments have evinced
for each other the confildence and cordiality
of an unavowed alllance,

It Is true that on the outbreak of the Crimean
War the sympathies of the American peopla
appeared to be on the side of the allies; but
that sentiment was speedily raversed, and in
the end the British Minister was given his
passports, a7

The undersigned, then an editor of tha
Waashington Union, the organ of the Plerce
Administration, published a pro.Russian
article in that paper which provoked an
outburst of ocriticism and condemnation
throughout the colintry. The writer seversd
his connection with the Unfon, and through
the National Intelligencer effectually replied
to his adversaries, On the revuleion of the
popular feeling he was recalled from his re.
tirement in Virginia and sent as special ¢om-
missioner to Greeca, With that country tha
United States Government was conducting
a controversy which diplomacy had failed
to accommodate, But with the assistAnce
of the Russian {nfluence, then ascendant in
the kingdom of Greece, the commissioner
was enabled, In legs than a month, to adjust
the difficulty which otherwise would inevit-
ably have precipitated a rupture,

From experience I venture to predict that
in no great while the American people will
cease to be the patrons of Japan and will
revert to their hereditary policy of friendship
for Russia, ROGER A. PRYOR.

NEw YoORR, March 10.

A PROFOUND DISCUSSION.

Argument That the Slouoch Hat Ought te
to Be Worn With Men's Evening Dress,

To THE EDpITOR or THR BUN-Sir: My
daughter tells me that I must buy a crush
hat; that it's something dreadful for me
to wear, as I habitually do, a soft hat with
evening clothes,

Now, I have not only the greatest admiration
for my daughter, but I have also the greatest
respect for her judgments, which, commonly,
I find to be good and true. But I think she
is wrong when sne says that a soft hat is
out of place with evening clothes; to me the
soft hat has aways seemed more than per-
missible in that conjunction, it has always
seemed perfectly suitable and appropriate,
and to be, in fact, a more graceful adjunct
of the apparel of one so attired than a hat
whose form presented rigid outlines.

Evening clothes, while constituting what
is commonly ocalled conventional attire, are
really designed for the greater ease and coni-
fort and neral satisfaction of the wearer,
and they should communicate to him nothing
of hardness and rigidity, but something of
ease and smoothness and grace; and why o
man in such clothes should wear on his head
a hat like a section of stovepipe I do not
understand. True, if a man is going to carry
his hat about with him indoors, a crush hat
is more desirable than a soft hat; but that,
it seems to me, has nothing to do with tha
question as to whether a soft hat may ay-
propriawlﬁ be worn with evening clothes;
and, as I have said, it seems to me not only
appropriate, but most suitable, and really,
with its softness, and its sweep and grace
of outlines, to be the hat most in hnmany with
such dress, and so the one best calculated to
contribute to the completely graceful ap-
parelling of the waarer’,

Now, I hope it will not be considered hy
any one that the soft hat in this use appeala
to me in any way on account of its informality’;
any real informality in evening attire wouli
be something that 1 should greatly deplore.
A derby hat, for instance, worn with evening
clothes would seem to me somethf more
dreadful than a soft hat so worn Hf:: m
to some. Really, if I were to meet in an o’:-
vated car, u{. a man nsnnln‘ dress and a
derby hat, I think I should have to go into the
next car to escape the sight.

On the other hand, a straw hat worn by a
man in evening dress in summer would
not at all disturbing. 1t migbt, indeed, seem
flll' [ sz e outré, and yet it would not he
napprofriate, but really a hat suitable to
wear at that season with cool, unencumbering
garment~ of the character of evening clothes;
in keeping with them in comfort.

g But my :rlmlln’ooneenn:’r:tl: Iblg the“wg} h?t

s one entirely approp! suitable to

be worn with evening clothx and the one

likely to be the most becoming, and eo

the most suitable for mogt wel 2

baps somebody of profounder knowleédge, of
ater wisdom, or of better taste than I will

ave tha kindness to tell me if I am wrong.

NEW YORE, March 9. AMICUS.

The Salt Water System in Bosten.

To Te® EDITOR OF 1RE SUN—Sir: 1 notice In
your paper of March 8 a letter signed “Aqua Fresox”
In regard to salt water service for fires. He mentiony
several cities which he says do not use sait water,
but fresh, and adds that there are no salt water
malns for fire service In this country. Now, Baston
has had for several years a real salt water system
in a section of the city, but It has never boen us=d at
a fire, although exhibition tests have been glven
several times, which of course were arranged and
planned beforehand. I think I have been a oloss
student of the fire department here, but [ cannot
find out why thid system has not been used at a firs
(for there has been plenty of opportunity), but {
have an idea that it Is because we have only onas
fireboat to do the pumping, and 1t would be danger-
ous to take her, for she might be wanted at some
place 6n the waterfront at the same time.

The water here I Belleve 1s not kept la the pipes,
but 1t 1s supposed they can be filled Igstantiy by tha
fireboat and by e¢lectric comnection dt the hydrants:
and In the tests of thls system It has bsen shown
that an additional water supply of this kind, with a
permanent pumping station, woul@l be a wonderful
help at alarge fire. 1 donot belleve salt water can
be kept In the pipes, for the same reasons which
“Aqua Fresca" glves; and as for atreet purpases,
everybody knows the Injurlous effect of salt on'th:
streets. .

1 have been very much Interesied in all the ac-
counts and lettéby In your paper ip regard to the
salt watér service, And have expected before how
to see some létter from Boston In regard to the
system here. C.D 8

BosTtoN, March 10

Jewish Intermatviage in Australia,
A Rabbi, lately of Sy@ney, in the London Jewish
Chrondcie. .

Intermarriage Is the great aad burnh!t qestion
of Australian Judalsm. Coghlan, the great atatis-
ticlan of New South Wales, shows that rather Qyore
than one In five Jewish married persons have fityr-
ried out of the pale. There are very few familiesin
which some member—or often members—Is not t)
be found married beyond the phle. A curious point
in connection with thia subject is that these later-
marriages oocur mostly among and between Jews
and Roman Cathollcs. . !

I found It necessary to preach a crusade againai
this evil, returnigg to the oharge lo my pulpit ai-
most week after week. | even went so far as to
threaten to resign my ofMoe If something were not
done to suppress the evil,

Intermarriage is due to soclal causes. There Is
much freer intercourse between Jew and non-Jew
in Australla than In Fogland, with the result thar,
as much more fraternal relations obtaln there than
here, Intermarriages are more numerous. I do
not thin” that there Is any olty where Jew and non
Jew live .nore harmonlously. These Intermarriages
are, as o rule, most unhappy in thely results. It is
not to be supposed that the Jews alone deplore
these unions. They are as keenly regretted by all
other sections, and the eccleslastics of the Roman,
Church have been especlally outspoken la de-
claring against them.

The Monticello Poet Appreciated In Besten
Literary Circles,

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN-—Sir: Anew luminary
has Indeed appeared on your horison. We,oneof a
circle of appreciative admirers at Boston, advers
to Albert G. Rives, whose muse's birthplace clalms
the historic name of Montlcello. Lot us assure
him that while his verse, rather Gllbertian in a way,
1s not of the school of Cowper and Hemans ard
other old worthles, It strikes us as very original,
welirdly witty and aliogether notable.

We bope to soc more of I8, W.RW.
JAMAICA PLAIN®, March 9. A
Cigar With Every Shave, -

Fvom the London Dally Mall. o




