|
1

JLIKE THE GORGON OF FABLE.

woA + PAYSICIAN'S ACCOUNT OF A

¥

STRANGE DISEASE.

The Hair Made to Resemble a Mass of
Snakes Abhout the Head-—-The Vietim

& Lithuanian Lady Who Had Sought

& Refuge in Canada-—May Explain the

" Old Myth—Dlsease Is Not Infectious.

. LAGHINE, Canada, March 12.—“Did you
_ever hear of the disease known as plica
.poloniea? . Even if you have, you can never
form any idea of its horror until you have
meen a case of it. Indeed, unleis you are
a medical man, you are not likely to have
an opportunity, and if you are wise you
will pever wish for one.” .

. The speaker was a well known physician
who was travelling west from Portland,
Me., where he had placed a patient on
board. an ocean liner, en route for the

. Furopegn continent.

“places . have

" places that were left after the fire kept the

“I had read about it, of course, hut first
saw a typical case of it two months ago,”
he went, on. “A Lithuanian lady of rank
had mixed herself up in one of those half
mad plots against the Russian Govern-
ment which fanatical patriots are con-
tinuglly starting. )

“She was so far favored by theauthorities
a8 to receive a hint of the discovery of her
sonnection with the confederates before
arrests were made, and she made her
_escape to this country.

“Her husband, who is one of the meek
101 the earth, called me up one night and,
after begging me to maintain the deepest
sacrecy, conducted me to an elegantly
_&;"bpo_lnted house, where in a half reclining
posture upon a lounge, I found my patient.,

ere was some demur before I was al-

wed to have the lights fully turned on

#0 that I might make an examination,
" . “You, of course, remember the old classi-
"eal story of the Gorgon's head with living
gnakes for hair, which turned the beholder
Into stone? I can now understand where
"the original of that idea came from. The
explanation was there before me in that
beantiful boudoir,

‘_'_Burml\mding a lovely oval face with a
warm olive complexion and strange lilac
blue eyes and standing out a good twelve
inches from it, was a tramendous mass of
black hair. Every single hair was about
as thick as an ordinary manila clothes line
and as rtif as that rope is when first
bought.

“There was actually a palpitating kind of
movement about the hairs, which added to
the dreadfulness of it. The likeness to a
mass of snakes about the head was very
real.

“T don't mind owning up to having been
an exceptionally long time in counting
the heart beats at her wrist while I was
pulling myself together and getting over
the ‘'shack. 1 epeedily found that every
dihgle hair was a tube full of viscid humor
and that there were actually pulsations
near the scalp, pulsations as marked and as
viclent: as in the . case of an abscess or
carbuncle;

' *The'strain upon the head of the sufferer
must be intense, though the pain from the
thousands of heated, suppurating hairs
does not appear to be as great as might
be expected. One need not be very much
of a surgeon to see that when the hair ducts
upon the secalp have been inflamed and be-
come enlarged &0 as to allow of the free
passage of blood and humor the cutting
off of the hair becomes amputation of a
‘most dangerous kind. Indeed, local treat-
ment of any kind 18 almost an impossibility,

though the disease is not absolutely incur-
able.

“My patient was, I think, improving
under treatment; but acting upon either a
hint from abroad, from some of her rev-
olutionary friends, or upon a sudden reso-
lution to consult her old medical friend,
as she told me, she left one day for Ger-
many, Instructions were left with her
Jandlord to sell the furniture and forward
the receipts to a lawyer in Berlin,

“No, I don't think that the Polish disease
is seriously infectious, though there may
be hereditary predisposition toward it.
It is commonly thought that cleanliness
and care of the scalp and hair are the best
preventives,

“But it would be safest to look pretty
closely into the condition of immigrants
from the Russian pravinces and ro avoid
the possibility of this terrible and really
dangerous disease obtaining a foothold
among us.”

A LANDSCAPE MADE TO ORDER.
The Capitallst and the Pastellist Who
Struck Upon the Same Idea.

A young pastellist was standing in the
midst of an exhibition of his own work.

“Yes,” he said in answer to a question,
“I can do one of these street scenes pretty
quickly if T have to.

“I remember at the first exhibition I had
in New York I was introduced to an old
resident with ‘nothing but.' He said he
liked my pictures of New York, but that to
judge from the ones I was exhibiting I didn't
know how to choose my subjeota.

“1 jollied him along and asked him what
he would suggest as a topic.

“ ‘Oh, there are plenty of good ones,
said he. ‘For instance, why don't you
do Castle Garden, the old fort at the Bat-
terv? No doubt you call it the Aquarium.

“ ‘Now, suppose you used a canvas the
size of this one, He pointed with his
ebony cane, a beauty, I remember, with a
gold and ivory head, I'll have one like it
my=elf some day. ‘And suppose you
blocked in the old fort there, with trees
there, and a passing vessel—a square-
rigger or a brigantine—to the left, with
green water and blue sky, that would be
something like.

“ ‘Life, movement, color, historical in-
terest, everything. ‘By the Lord, I'd buy
a picture like that!'

PA“Before the old boy had finished his
speech, an idea had broken in on me, and
when he paused for breath, I said:

« ‘Well gir, as it happens, I think I can
show you what you want—a picture of the
Aquarium almost exactly as you describe
it, with the tide coming past the break-
water there'—I began to ;lmln.t myself—
‘and a northerly wind blowing against
the tide so that the river looks like a nut-
meg grater and-—'

““Bring it to me before I leave my house
to-morrow morning and it's mine,’ the
old man exclaimed, giving me his card.

"{'ou can do a good deal in gne night if
vour work has been carefully laid out for
vou. Of course, I knew the Battery like a
’)o“olk'ﬁxnd up a beautiful old colnred print
effect, with girls in crinolines strolling alan
the breakwater and obsclete steam craft
in the offing. All the details he had men-
tioned were there, too. $oet

“Luckily I wasn't working in. oil§, and
the pastel was as dry as it efer would be
when I showed it to him at B o'clock the
next morning.

“He took one long, satisfied look at it
and then reached for his check book. -Well,
perhaps I did rub it in a little, but this was
no hand-me-down article, It was strictly
a made-to-order product.

“Still gazing at the picture, he held out
the »ignﬂd check to me, remarking:

“ Jt's curious, my young friend, is it

not, that we should both have struck

A MASCOT IN

A POKER GAME.

This Player’s Luck Changed
When He Used a Young
" Woman's Charm.

“I have never been superstitious nor a
great believer in mascots when it came to
gambling,” said a young man who has
a fancy for a quiet game of poker now
and then, “but after what happened to
me the other night I'm not so sure that
there may not be a whole lot in them.

“I had an engagement to sit in a five
handed game of draw, 50 cent lmit, and
as the game wasn't rcheduled to start until
pretty late I dropped into a restaurant
to get a bite to eat. It was one of those
restaurants where people &it around and
drink and listen to musio.

“I half expected to find there some one
I knew. And sure enough I did.

“I was manceuvring for a table when 1
noticed a young man, who delighta in bright
waistcoats and the atmosphere that goes
with the glare of the white lights, motion-
ing to me to come over to his table. Sitting
with my friend was a young woman,
charming and jolly—two traits that sel-
dom go together in woman.

“A- cordial invitation to join them fol-
lowed an introduction to the young woman,
and in a few minutes I was sipping a soft
drink. The young woman was telling
her companion what a great favorite he
was with some institution she referred to
as the ‘old ladies home,’ when, to save
him, I casually remarked that I was going
to play a little poker that night. The
young woman became interested at once.

“ ‘Now, she said, ‘you must win, and I
am going to make you win. Harry,' she
continued, turning to her companion, give
1:e a penny.'

“Harry hunted through his clothes with-
out finding a penny or a coin of any denomi-
nation, He had money all right, but he
didn't have any in change. The young
woman was disappointed and she appealed
to me

“ ‘Now, Mr. Blank,’ that's not my name,
but it fits me pretty well when I play poker,
‘1 want you to let mo have a coin for a
few minutes,’ she said.

“It happened that I had lots of change,
and I gave her a fifty-cent pioce. She
fondled it, tossed it about in her shapely
hands, and finally touched it with her
pretty lips. All this mystified me, and, I
may say, greatly amused me.

“ ‘Now,' she said, very solemnly, 'I am
going to toss this coin five times. ‘You
must guess each time whether it is head
or tail. If you guess right three out of
five times, you'll win to-night. You needn't
be afraid to guess, for I know that vou will
guess right.

“To please the young woman I agreed
to the proposition, although all the time
1 felt that the question of whether a man
was going to win or lose i a poker game
didn’'t depend on a guessing match. But
it was fun, and I went ahead and guessed

for all T was worth.
“Well, on the fourth turn it was a tie. I

had guessed right twice and wrong twice
The fifth time I guessed ‘heads’ and so it
came.

“*‘Oh, vou'll win sure,’ said the yvoun
womun gleefully, and I looked pleased.
‘But vou mustn't spend that fifty-cent
piece,’ she added, returning it to me.” You
must keep it until you find that you are
losing, and then you‘ want t\o,gmylv_ in the

me. From that time on you will have

tter luck. h

“T promised to remember her advice, but
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uti‘ond later I gave the young woman &
shock by oﬂarlng‘ to pay for a couple of
.cigars wzlth the coin. oo}:ie yoc‘tll'r‘gd ]v;ol:nng
accep my excuses g na ‘
when T started for the game she warned
me not to forget about my mascot.

“The luck I played in from the start of
that game was enough to discourage a
hardened poker player. I lost hand after
hzindlwheu I thought I had a good ¢ o
winning.

“I' had hands that would have won or-
dinary jackpots, but each time some one
held a hand that was just a little better
than mine. When a fellow stacks up against
that kind of luck in poker you know how
fast his pile goes.

“When Weghad been playing about an
hour and a half I began to ﬂ%ure out where
I stood. I discoveped that I was $28 out.
We had decided to play only three hours
and I didn't see much hope for me to re-
cover in the last half of the session.

“While I was wondering what I was
going to do, I suddenly thought .of that

fty-cent piece. 1 didn't have much faith

"in it, ti8 true, but I couldn’t see how it could

hurt me at that stage of the game.

“For an instant I thought I had spent
some of it for a drink and carfare, but 1o,
it was still in my pocket. I fished it out
and tossed it over to the banker, oallin
for a blue chip, costing 50 cents.
had some chips in front of me and the
banker looked surprised, but said nothing.

My fellow players muttered things from
which T gal‘mmd that they thought I was
crazy.

“Say, that coin was the real thing in the
mascot line, I played that blus chip in
the first [;ot that came along and I won
the pot. It was the first pot 1 had won in
a lorf time and it-made me feel good.

“After that 1 just couldn't lose. I raked
in the pots so fast that when we quit I was
$22 to the good. From the way I it
out, that young woman was responsible for
my winning $50.

“When I cashed in, you can bet that I
made t{le baml:)err fork over thaft ﬁlwotuf:fty-
cent piece. course, my fellow X yers
wanted to know all about it and I told them.

“‘Huh!" growled a hard loser, you won't
be in pocket much, If you do the falr
thing you'll take the young woman and her
friend to the theatre, buy them su€ T
afterward and open a few bottles. When
you get through you'll be to the bad.

“+But you play so close to the board that
I suppose you'll reward the young lady
by wearing the coin for a watch charm.
The luck o?some people makes me tired.' "

DROWNING IS A QUICK DEATH,

Man Can’t Live Under Water More
Than Two Minutes.

From the St. Louis Globe-Democrat.

“The stary frequently repeated about pro-
fessional divers who have been able to re-
main under water for over two minutes is
gilly,” Dr. Joseph Boehm tells me. “No one
can remain under water that long without
drowning, whether they are trained divers
ornot. At Navarino, where the sponge divers
are reported to be able to remain under
water three and four minutes, tests were
made recently and resulted in conclusively
proving that none of them remained down
as long as a minute and a half. Ninety sec-
onds seems A very long time to the watcher
on shore, and it is about the limit of a diver's
endurance under water At Ceylon, where
time tests were also made among the famous
pearl divers, it: was ascertained that few of
them: remmained below the surface as long
as & minute, and other tests made on the Red
Sea among the Arabs ‘)row-d that a minute
and a quarter was the longest they could en-
dure without a fresh hreath

“On the coast of England several years
ago a diver, a trained diver, one of the best
on the coast, renowned for his endurance,
went down and was pulled up so slowly when

For

he gave the signal that he was und er water !

about two minutes and flve seconds. He
was drawn_ out of the water insensible,
with blood flowing from his nose and ears,
and it waa only after long and arduous work
that his . recovery from the effects of
that two minute stay under water wWas as-
sured. Drowning is a guick death. Even
though the water is kept out of the lungs,
insensibility will ensue in one minute, rund
completé unconaciousnessa in  two. The
stories of people who have been in the water
five minutes being resuscitated , are o1 -
erally mistakes or untrue, A man could not
be iu the water five minutes without mmm
to 1'1':"‘ surface several times, and be resto

to life. "

1904.
REAL ARTISTS DO PAINT SIGNS,

SAYS THE ADVERTISING MAN,
AND HE SHOULD KNOW.

Some Have Studied in Paris and Know
Art—But Commissions ©Out of the
Frent Rank Are Few, and Better Is &
Jobona Ladder Thanan Empty Pocket.

“Far be it from me,” remarked the ohief
designer in a big outdoor advertising firm,
“to say that the pioctures you see on walls
and fences have esthetio value, Yet some
of them are painted by men who have
studied art under the best masters.

“Dangling on little scaffolds on sides of
buildings, or plying the brush on the high
fences around town, you may have seen
artists who have painted in Paris and have
had pictures in the exhibitions here in
New York. -

“It is only at night and on Sundays and
holidays that they have opportunities to
paint as they want to. From 8 o'clock in
the morning till dark on week days they
are engaged in splashing color on walls
and fences, They are victims, of course,
of the tyranny of bread and butter, men
whose efforts in high art are not appre-
ciated by the grocer and the butcher.

“I spent some years studying art in
Paris myself, and used to know a great
many of the boys over there. Here they
keep drifting in on me. Not a day passes
that does not bring me at least one appli-
cation for work from an artist. I have
about thirty of them out painting signs,
and there are at least as many more doing
the same sort of work in New York.

“Not all the men you see embellishing
fences have wrestled with high art, of
course, but some of them have. One of
them was telling me the other day of an
amusing experience he had. This man
studied & long time in Paris and has painted
portraits of some New Yorkers, But a
trip abroad caused him to lose his connec-
tions here, and he found, on his return,
that bills were coming in a good deal faster
than checks. To get over a stretch of
rough sledding he came to us, One morn-
ing he was adorning a fence with a por-
trait which is the trademark for & certain
brand of cigars. A young man who had
been watching the work finally edged up
to him and remarked:

“ ‘Say, this work you're doing is not half
bad. It shows talent—it really does. You
ought to study art.’

“ “Think so?" answered our man. ‘Well,
to tell you the truth, I've been thinking
of it.’

“‘If T were you I'd do it right away,’
replied the young man with enthusiasm.
‘T am studying art myself and know that it
would be eagy for you to get into one of
our rudimentary night classes. Here's
my card. If you decide to take up art, and
let me know, 1'll help you all I can.’

“The young man left in a state of inward
glow, 1 have no doubt, at having done a
service to a fellow creature. This is the
kind of misunderstanding our artists meet
| gometimes. At first it is somewhat jarring
to the artistic temperament, but they get
used to it.

“It is rather hard, however, to have your
picture pelted with snowballs, as often hap-
pens in the winter when your studio is
against a fence in the neighborhood of a pub-
lic school. And then a man who has been
used to pouring tea at 5 o'clock finds a little
tryving, at the beginning, the change from a
studio with cozy corners in it to one on a
awnyinf scaffold a hundred feet orso up a
wall. Instead of lying in bed till ® or 10
o'clock he must be up by starlight in win-
ter, and, instead of drawing a comfortable

e

THE 20TH GEN
SR Ry

il

7 N |
C T i

L

e

-

Yes, it m
in 20 hours,
other train does this. Se
in daily papers.

Itis called “T
“The Space ANNI
made by the Ne
transportation methods. :

-

"THE 20 HOUR TRAIN

Between NEW YORK qnd CHICACO.

NEW YORK CENTRAL-LAKE SHORE ROUTE.

akes the time between New York and Chicagpl
and it does it every day in the year. No
e New York Central time table

he Busy Man’s Train,” “The Time Saver,’
hilator,” and illustrates the progress
w York Central

Our 62-page Illustrated Catalogue of
for a two-cent stamp by George H. Daniels,

TURY LIMITED

OVER THE

Lines in American

the *Four-Track Series” will be sent
General Passenger Agent, New York.

e

his work, he must often, if he is
tgn ]a :all, glide down to it on a

chair up
engaged

ropguch things are abhorrent, of course,
to the sensitive, artistic soul, and for this
reason many of the artiste who come'to us
for bread and butter have to be dropped .
No matter how high on a wall their work
may be, some of them have so keen a feel-
ing that thel work is beneath them that
hey are useless to us.
! “Others who are clever with the brush
fail because they can't catoh the special
knack of making sign paintin When a
man is engaged on a work o titanic size
on a wall lgng can't step off and squint at it
avery few minutes as he would in a studio.
It is impossible to see his picture as a whole,
but he must know just how it appears from
the mrﬂl‘t lm}iq;',. 1t ith some of our
“Another difficulty w
painters is the uEwelllng artistic instinct
that refuses to be kept down even on a sign=
hoard. Not long ago one of our men strayed
far enough from cn(fy to make a row of
trees theﬁmckgmun for the letters of his
gign. The thing was artistic, but the pro-
prietor of the commodity advertised saw it
and at once registered a lu'ck.
“+Jt may be handsome,’ he exclaimed,
‘but, great Scott, it's not trees I want to

gell. :

“Despits theee 'little discouragements, .
artists who are adapted 4o’the - work soon
at to like the outdoor and rough and read
eatures of it. They make the .best o
the circumstance that it is not exaotly
the career their young ambitions pictured.
when they were at the art schools.” One

of them said to me-the other day:

“+When ] was studying in Paris I had
a tendency to slightly elevate my eyes
when 1 spoke of high art. I guess those
upward glances were prophetio, because
that Broadway wall you gave me_to do
takes me up to quite a height. WhenI
was ‘painting the head of the man with the
highball Keﬁlerda_v I felt that mosat mo
were far below me." :

“This man belongs to an art club, and
the boys often have fun with him about
the frequent changes in the location of his
studio. ‘Where is the studio to-day,
Jimmy?" somebody will -ask him. a
wllluﬁiva some such good natured reply
as 8

“ {Up by a fence in Harlem, and it's all
right—plenty of ventilation and & fine
north light. To-morrow I'll be hanging
out on a dead wall on the West Side.. Drop
down the rope at 5 o'clock. That's my
tea &ourln time, you know.’ )

“One of the stock injunctions to students
in art schools is to ‘get close to ‘mature.’
We give some of our own artists aoppor-
tunlges to do that, We send es of
them through the countsnto execute works
on barns and signboa along the rail-
roaghs. Thisimv ng life is :mlt; ungrateful
to the artistic temperament, but gist
of the whole nuﬁter is that Si: uils better ;10
encounter a small salary on t
than a waiting landlady with blooa;h‘x er
eye.

Western Medicine and Japanese Study. |

From the Philadelphia Press.
“You've seen, of course,” said the dactor,
"the accounts ¢f how perfeot i the imedical
ataff of the Japs' army, and indeed in these

_days original Japanese contributions to medi-

cal scienoce are taken as a matter of course;
yet it‘'sa worthy of note that it was a recog-
nition of the superiority. of 'Western medi-
cine that first led the Japanese to study and
adopt Eurgpean life and langpage and meth-
ods

“Before the year 1867 the only European
language known to the Japanese was Dutch,
which was studied by interpreters as's me-
dium for acquaintance with Western medical

science, Possibly the choice of Dutoh: :
uitimately be traded £o the influence af Boer-
haave, the famous phyesician o
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LUNA PARK

THE TWO MEN
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WHO HAVE DONE
MOST TO TRANSFORM CONEY ISLAND.

_J
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The old resident of Coney Island tells |
aou with tears in his barked out voice that
“the Island isn't what it was.”

It im't. There came a big fire last fall
that’ burmed the greater part of the area
which was covered by thieves' joints,
law-dance dives and lower places. These
not heen rebuilt. Their
‘owners did not admit it then, and would
"ot admit it now: but they were on the
vérge of bankruptcy and failure when the
fire. came

i“The concentration of business in the few

‘I\u'ii}'ors alive for a while. But even these
Jook forward to the coming summer with
isn't. what it

foreboding. Coney Island
waw,

Behind' the growing weikness of the
divegfind the falling away of their custom
s a state of things which has forced appre-
wirtion from everybody who goes down to
Coney Itland in the good old summer time
:"p;'c‘ﬁidyvfhe human race and its ways.
.. Segme five or six years ago one Bird S.
Coler, than Cloamptroller of the city and
alwaysa quick appreciator of other folks'
idsde, got hold of rhe notion that Coney
lgiand was the great breathing place for
she thousands of New York people who need
a cheap nuting once a week to keep them
happy, healthy and contented. He took
up the agitation for the great free park
by .the acein. The park eame. It had
something to do with the falling off in the
ive district  Bat there was <omething |
thet had more mflience
* The ‘pulihe statements made about the |
Lh?y;andt of _peaple who wen! down o |
£Loney Iﬁhuul. trayolled around Lthe country.
The Buffale Exposition was going on. In
‘e Mdsny v Bnffalo there were some
Qﬁn‘ “mén who were happy and who were

yking ahiead for more worlds to conquer.

_ THOMPBON, THE MAN OF TDEAR.
AHAppy ‘thike were scarce around
M“‘_}"Nﬁ-i”“" then. Of the hundreds or
more «hows which had paid percentages
and ground rent for the privilege of gather-
*fng ‘the’ people’s money at Buffalo, only
about” four had made money. These four
were “The Trip to the Moon,” *Darkaess
‘and Dawn.” “The Johnstown Flood" and
“The Infant Incubatore.” Of these, Fred
Thompson and “Skip”™ Dundy owned *The
Trip to the Maon™ and *Darkness and
Dawn.™

Dundy, affectionately known as “Skip,”
because his great success as skipper
of the good air<hip Luna, speaks of Thomp-
son within the cirele of his friends as the
setazy man. Mr. Dundy, as will appear
dater, is a financier, He doesn’t Kknow
where Thompson gets his ideas and he
doesn't care.  He backs them.

The difference betweenu Fred Thompson's
insanity and that of the folks who are put
behind fencee with keepers over them,
s that when Thompson sets forth a plan
kuch a& was never heard of before on land

the

”
o

l show,

| reach.

ax ses and gaye that “there are thousands
».L . - .

—

in it,” there are. As this ohronicle is to

A NEW IDEA TRIED,

After the Buffalo Exposition there were
resorts all over the country which wanted
“The Trip to the Moon" as part of their
attractions, Fred Thompson, who had
come to New York and opened an office
for the firm here because he “likes to be
where there's always a crowd,” had been
reading some of those Coney Island sta-
tistics. He decided to take “The Trip
to the Moon” to Coney Island. He entered
with negotiations with Mr. Tilyou of Steeple-
chase Park,

Other resort keepers laughed. The no-
tion tickled themn. Who ever heard of a
Coney Islind erowd giving up 25 cents to
#ee a show that weasn't indecent orsup-

;. posed to be indecent?

Thompson, who had heen sthdying the
Americuin people aince he wag 14, and had
come to certain eonclugions about them,
luughed too. The result of his rtudy of the
money spending habits of the American
people he Bums up this way:

“Give an American crowd action; keep it
interested and excited and amused, and it
doesn’t care what von charge for vour
show within reison

“It will come a hundred or two hundred
miles at full railroad rates to enjoy what
von have to offer. What will please a
crowd in St. Lonis or in New Orleans will
please a erowd in Cilifornia or in Boston

“But von hate got to have & ecrowd within
You can't make money in the
show husiness on the arid plaine wherna
there ien't an overage of three humen
beings to the square mile.”

Thompson and Dnidy. working on this
principie, determined that New York and
the country roundabout had greater possi-
hilities for a showman's enterprise than any
other place in the United States,

THE IDEA A BUCCESS.

“They {ell us that this Coney Island is a
five-cent place and a ten-cent place,” said
they. *If 25,000 or 30,000 ten-cent people
can be persuaded to come down here on
Saturdays and Sundays all summer, we
will undertake to get at leagt half that num-
ber of twenty-five-cent people down here
after a while and, besides that, to get quar-
ters out of the five-cant folks who already
come down.

“The trouble on Coney Island is that it
hag always been a bunco game and that
people who come down here don't. feel like
taking a chance at being buncoed out of
more than 10 cents at a time. Give 'em
their money's worth, and they'll invest five
or ten times as much.”

“The Trip to the Moon” was installed in
Tilyou's Steeplechase Park. Thompson,
the “crazy man,” furnished tickets in the
form of tags to be worn in the buttonhole.
Those who went to the show wore the tags
AWAY.

Bome of them wore them all.the way
to their. homes in northern Manhattan.

{

It was eminently characteristio of the pro-
moters that they made their patrons work
as perambulating advertisements. “The
Trip to the Moon” put a lot of money into
the firm's pockets by the year's end.

It had also given both members of the
firm a lot of experience. Not that they
needed =0 very much experience. Both
of them had taken their share of the world's
fortune.

EDUCATION OF A SHOWMAN.

Fred Thompson was born in a little Ohio
town in 1874. He went to school until
he was 14. He then discovered that he had
more sense than his teacher and left.

His parents applied moral suasion. It
failed. He was urged by physical argu-
ments to go back to his books. He wouldn't,
He said he would run away first. He was
told that he might go to any school in the
country he would name.

“All right,” he said. “When I hear of a
school T want to go to I'll det you know.”

His father was a general contraotor in
St. Louis, Fred Thompson thought he
rather liked the contracting business. It
had action.

He went to work in his father's employ.
Out of a little contracting experience he
found (hat there wasn't anything more
useful to a contractor, beyond common
sense, than a knowledge of architecture.

His father had a contract at Nashville.
When it was finished Thompson went into
an architect's office and studied for a year.
Then he spent another year in an art glass
eatal lishment, learning that he had a great
icea cf color effects and how to improve

that idea.
From this he crifted into furniture
designing. He doesn’'t know how much

artistic value his furniture cesigns had,
hut he knows that they were popular

The Chicago Werld's Fair drew Thompson
to iteelf. He was sure he saw action there.
Though he was then but 19, he got a numter
of commis:iions ax an architect., He also
mace illustrations for Leslie's Weekly and
reported for the Chicago Record

By the end of the fair he had saved quite
a little money. He had also gainel the
acquaintance of some of the Mi{Iway
Mexicans. They told him a lot of things
about the opportunities of - gold minera
in Mexico.

Thompson went to Mexico and became
a goll prospector. There wasn't the
requisite action in this seratching game.

THOMPRON SEEKS MORE ACTION

There was an exposition in Atlanta in
1895. Thompson went there as a ¢ egigner
and builcer of shows for the Mi.way.
He got plenty of contracts. He went 1o
the Nashville Exposition two years later,
Two of the shows he huilt came back to
him in payment of bad cebts.

He ciin't know whether to sell them or
run them himself, but caciZed that he might
as well take a whack at the show business
along with his other experiences. He
ma’'e the ehow pay.

He went to the Trans-Mississippl Exposi-
tion and built “Darkness and Dawn,” and
ran it to his great profit There he met
Duncy as a competitor,

Dundy was clerk of the United States
Court. He was u son of Judge Dundy of
the Circuit Court, who was appointed by
President. Lincoln. Dundy is A man who
can always get the use of other people's
money. He has . a sweet reasonableness
of epeech and an honesty of eye that com-
pletely disarm the mos! suspicious capi-
talist. Moreover, he has a record of al-
ways backing his arguments by results.

Dundy is a spare, nervous man. He
is one of the sort of men who canfiot stay
in & room more than an bhour - without

L

changing all the furniture around, to say
nothing of the pictures. Like Thomp-
son, he lives on action.

There was a second year's exposition
at Omaha, irreverently called “The Hang-
Over." Thompson stayed away from it.
He felt, along toward the last of the first
vear, that the public enthusiasm had
passed its climax. He came to New York,
entercd the Art Students' ILeague, and
studied diligently and modestly for a year.
Why?

“There's only one way to give expression
to an idea so that other people will take
it all in,” he sa‘d. *It is by putting the
idea on paper. The better a man can do
that the more people he can do buriness
with. So I studied art.”

DUNDY THE FINANCIER.

Dundy stayed at “The Hang-Over.”
lost $50,000.

When the preliminarvies for the Pan-
American Exposition at Buffalo were going
on Thompson ard Dund; met at Buffalo
as rival bidders for the concession of run-
ning “Darkness and Dawn,” which Thomp-
son had invented but which wasn't patented
or copyrighted. The eagle financiai eye of
Dundy saw profits in it. So did the in-
stinctive showman's eye in Thompson,

“I lost $50,000 in the show business last
year,” said Dundy. “I'm going to get it
back out of the show business. I regard
it as a debt due on demand, and I'm making
my demand right here.”

Dundy got the concession.
scratched his head.

Dundy was a formidable man. He was
the first man Thompson had ever tried to
walk over without succese. He went to
Dundy.

“Say, Dundy,” said he, “you may think
vou have got me skinned to death on the
‘Darkness and Dawn' concession. You've
got to guess again. If you'll let me in on
that, I'll show you the beating of it."

Dundy knew Thompson. He knew that
Thompson's shows were good: hadn't he
appropriated one of them?

“What ir it?" he asked.

Thompson outlined the plan of “The
Trip to the Moon,” with the soaring airship
Luna and all the electrical displaye in the
elouds and the swooping descent of the
*Briscilla bird, with eyes like ba-a-a-ulls of
fire,” which, by the way, is to be restored
this year to the lunar atmosphere from
which it has been so sadly absent since
1902. The partnership of Thompson & Dundy
was formed at once,

The two shows which they built and
managed at Buffalo headed the brief fist of
winners at the Buffalo Exposition, It had
cost them $50,000 to build *The Trip to
the Moon.” It cost them $26,000 to move
it to Coney Island. But they got their money
back, and a lot more besides,

MONEY RUNB LOW.

Meanwhile, as has been said, they were
making plang, They bought Boynton's
“Shoot the Chute” park. It was known as
the hoodoo place of Coney Island. Tt was
regarded in the light of a gigantic proof
that the north gide of Surf avenue could
never support a paying show.

Thompson and Dundy had learned a
fine scorn for Coney Island traditions.
They started out to fill up their twenty-
two acres with action. ’

Thompson was drawing plans faster
than Dundy could make figures. But with
their innocent and sublime faith, one in the
other, neither suggested modesty or mod-
eration. Thompson's plans called for an
expenditure of over $700,000. Dundy's fig-
ures showed how they could raise $220,000
and not another cent.

Dundy thought he saw®*a way to get

He

Thompeon

through. Thompson was gatisfled. Hedidn't
want to waste time listening to details.

They went ahead on the $700,000 basis.
Along in March the money began to run
low. Just how low is shown by an anec-
dote of Dundy by Thompson.

“I went to Skip,” he rays, “and 1 asked
him for 810.

“‘What for?' says SKkip.

“I want to buy a pair of breeches,' I
told him.

“‘Wear those you have on!" Skip snorts.
‘You wouldn't come around talking breeches
if you knew how much lumber $10 would
buy!""

FHE FINAL TRIUMPH.

When the last of the $220,000 was spent,
Dundy went over to Wall Street. He took
a number of eminent financiers—it would
make you start to know just how eminent
they were—out to the inchoate beginnings
of Luna Park and asked them if it wasn't
a crying shame that the people of the city
of New York should be deprived of such
a show as that promised to be merely be-
cause of the lack of a few paltry hundreds
of thousands of dollars. All of Thomp-
son's experience and reasoning and all of
Dundy's were laid before those financiers.
The firm borrowed $540,000 on its honest
faces and its showing, and finished Luna
Park.

v They opened the gates $540,000 in debt.
| Their first notes came due on July 5. They
| amounted to $78,000.

All the week before the last Saturday
and Sunday that they depended upon to
swell the receipts to the required amount,
it rained. On Saturday morning it cleared.
The people shouldered one another to getin
at the gates. Enough to make the 878,000
and more was turned in to the cashier.

Dundy breathed a long sigh of relief.
He wanted to call a truck and have the
two days' receipts carted over to the bank
in strcng boxes,

“Never! Not on your life,”
joyous but aver practical
“I've got that beat to death.”

He sent for the band. He filled two
clothes baskets with paper currency and a
| washtub with money and moved them
| across the street to the bank in festal pro-
 cession, the band playing, “Oh, What a
| Difference in the Morning,” for the menefit
{ of the jealous and astonished Coney Island
| prophets of failure,

Before the end of the season they had
paid all their debta and ovwned the show
free and clear,

said the
Thompeon.

|
|

PLANS FOR THIK BUMMER,

It isn't quite true that the place as it
stood last summer carried out the plans
a8 Fred Thompson had made them in the
first place. They had found as the season
approached that there was not time to
carry out all the schemes, and they tore
away a lot of the preliminary work and
finished up as best they could.

This vear they have invested all they
made last vear and have gone even further
“into the hole” than they did in 1903,  They
have taken in sixteen acres more. They
have double decked almost all of (he space
they occupied last yvear,

The upper deck will ba coversed with
palm and flower and shrubbery gardens.
There will be a roore of littl> 1ea houses
among them, where geisha girls will serve
tea. No hawking of peanuts, no barking
for shows, will be permitted here.

In one corner there will be a restaurant.
Thompson and Dundy mean that it shall
be a good restaurant, 8o they have given
the privilege to a firm that does a great
and high prioed business in a downtown
office building, on very low terms, on con-

dition that the contract may be broken !
on twenty-four hours notice.

The greater part of the extra sixteen
acres will be given up to a reproduction of
the Indian Durbar. The audience at this
show will see passing through an Indian
street sixty elephants and twelve camels
decked out with silk and satin and gilt
reproductions of the trappings which the
princes of India put upon their royal
beasts in honor of their Emperor. An
illustration of the workings of. Thompson's
ingenuity is given by the fact that the
jewels on the elephant trappings are to te
represented by hundreds of colored eleotrio
lamps worked by storage batteries ocon=
cealed in the howdahs.

Thompson made a trip to Morocco last
summer with Hassan Ben All, a Mohamme-
dan imprerario, and bought the doors and
window frames out of hundreds of houses.
Hassan Ben Ali is in India now hiring natives
to appear in the Streets of India and buy-
ing native huts to be erected in the Luna
Park elephant farm.

Then there will be a three ring aerial
circus, over the shoot-the-chute pool, and
the new spectacle, “War is Hell!"| which
will show rixty-four battleships, each one
of them twenty-four feet long, in action in
an artificial sea. There will be a number of
divisions in this performance, the last being
the bombardment of New York by a hostile
fleet and the rescue of the city by American
ships.

REAL FIRE AND REAL AUTO ACCIDENTS.

Most intricate of all, there will be a fire
show., Part of a city block front has been
erected, including a theatre, a schoolhouse,
a tenement and a store. The atreets in
front of it are regularly paved. There
are real street lamps on the corners.

Real Brooklyn Rapid Transit trolley
cars will run in front on real tracks. Greek
peanut and fruit vendors .will obstruct
the curb. Automobiles and trucks will
run around the corner.

It is worth while to interrupt here, as
again illustrating the working of the “crazy
man's" mind, just to show how the peanut
vendors and the automobiles got into the
show,

A few weeks ago Fred Thompson was
in Philadelphia with his automobile. He
ran over a pushcart man. It cost him a
lot of troubls and some money.

“I'll get. even,” said he, gleefully, a day
or two later to Dundy. “I'll put a lot of
pushcart men in the fire shaw and run
them down twice a day with my automobile,
and it won't cost me a cent.”

Just before the fire show performance
begins two men will march before the
audience with a banner thirty feet long
on which thi« legend will be inscribed in very
large letters: “The cry of fire will soon
be raired, There is no cause for alarm.
It is part of the performance.” Then a
puff of fire will come from a window in the
block. :

A policeman will ring an alarm. Two
fire engines, with their hose carts, a water
tower, a hook and ladder company and
a searchlight will dash up. There will be
rescues by sealing ladders and the people
in the theatre will be rushed out to safety
after Mr. Thompson's own patent plans
for theatrical safeguards. The buildings,
of course, are made of steel and asbestos
apd cannot burn down.

This same fire department is always on
duty and is one of Luna Park's many
safeguards against fire. It will have a chief
selacted with the help of the New York
city Fire Department. Mr, Thompson had
Edward Croker picked out for the place.
Of course, Croker's reinstatement in the

city department spolled this plan. The

park is equipped with salt water mains;
which proved their efficiency: when they
were put at the city department's disposal
during the great Coney Island fire of last
fall, and enabled it to stop the conflagra-
tion. ’

NEW PEOPLE ATTRACTED.

All the old shows and attractions—the
old mill, the helter-skelter slide, the “Trip
to the Moon,” the “Shoot the Chutes,'
“Twenty Thousand Leagues Under theSea,”
the baby incubators and the Hagehbeck
animal show will be there this year as they
were last., M

Naturally, the bullding up of such an
enterprise as this has changed the face
and thecharacter of Coney Island. Toward
the end of last season an entirely new kind
of people began to make their presénce
felt in the Coney Island crowds.

They began coming down on weekdays,
until toward the last of the season the
Saturday and Sunday receipts, large as
they were, were hardly larger than those
of the formerly despised slack days. This
meant that people were visiting the place
who were 8o well off that they dida't have
to wait for Saturday for their spending
money.

Already another corporation has. started
the building of another amusement en-
closure, just across Surf avenue fram Luna
Park. Its promoters have announced
that the place, which they will call Wonder-
land, will follow the lines which made Luna
Park's success last year. Alreadyits towers
are rising like those of a world's fair.

One might think that Thompson and
Dundy would feel this an invasion;of their
fleld. They don't. . Says Thompeop:

“All T hope is that they put out.a log of
good, strong advertising and help us.draw
the right sort of people down o the island,
and that they will be as careful to keep
objectionable characters out of their place
and to keep their place as fit for women
and children as ours is and always will be.

“All we want is a crowd on the Island
every day and every night. We'll be satis-
fied with what share of them we can get."
8T, LOUIS' PIKE BEATEN BY CONEY ISLAND.

What Coney Island will be five yeara
from now no one, not even Fred Thompson.
dares to dream or .to pretend to drean
with acenraoy. Already the amfidements
and attractions 1o be exhibited there hex:
summer outnumber and outglitter gnd
outlaugh the Pike, the recreation end o1
the Bt, Louis Exposition.

* 8t. Louis will have but four elephants,
as has been said, the spectators at Luna
Park will see sixty pass hefnm:{rm. At
8t. Louis there are 1,750 acres af ground,
with 20,000 horse-power supply of electric
li}hu. To supply the thirty-eight acrees
of Luna Park with lights theré is t6 bhe &
his s that

2,400 horse-power plant.
te three

where St. Louis will have its
or four feet apart Luna Park's lights will
be from six inches to a foot afart; ,

The running expenses of Luna Park for
the coming reason uare expected to reach
$500,000. hirty “ detectives, with- some
extra men from the detective. agencies
and the oitidotmlw force, have heen em-
ployed to keep out thieves and improper

reons and to maintain perfect arder.

“We'll have ple coming from further
away to see Coney Island ore ‘we get
through,” says the always confident and
always correct Thompeon, *t ther t

No world's
fair can induce any sane showman to pus
ur for a Ainﬁ: season such an amusement
plant as we have put in here. . We're here
to stay. We've got to make a reputation
next summer that will keep men, women
and children coming out here in 1005 and
1908, and 80 on, indefinitely."” of

“It looks as though you were going to
make a lot of money,” observed a reposter
who was talking to Mr. Thompson in a
wilderness of staff and asbestos and |
vanized iron, last Monday. v 2

“That's what woi{; bmn for,” sald Mr,
lhomron cheerfully. * ow ‘dan’tbe~
liove, it ask Skip D\mdy-"._’-“-

will go to ree a world's fair,




