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Will Mr, Cleveland Be Nominated for
Governor of New Jersey ?

It is now reported that the intention
of the Democratio leaders in New Jersey
is to nominate Mr. CLEVELAND for Gov-
ernor at the coming State convention,

Wa know of no reason why Mr. CLEVE-
LAND should not accept such a nomina-
tion. Gen, MCCLELLAN, who had been the
Democratic nominee for the Presidency,
deemed it an honor to be nominated and
elected Governor of New Jersey. Presi-
dent ANDREW JOHNSON, after he retired
from the White House, accepted at the
hands of his fellow citizens of Tenn-
esgee a seat in the United States Senate.
President JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, after
he ceased to be Chief Magistrate, wa
for many years a member of the Federal
House of Representatives. There are
many who consider those years to have
been the most creditable #hd memorable
of ApaMms's life, That there was any-
thing cer gatory jn the acceptance of
such oftices by men who had been
elected or nominated to the Presidency,
has never been alleged.

There is no doubt that, by taking the
Democratic nomination for the QGov-
ernorship, Mr. CLEVELAND could render
a great service to his party in his native
State and in the nation. He is, perhaps,
the only Democrat who could restore
New Jersey to the Democratic column
in a Presidential year. From and in-
cluding 1878 up to 1808, New Jersey in-
variably gave her electoral votes to the
Democratic nominee for the Presidenoy.
In 1898, however, she gave MCKINLEY
what, for her, was the astonishing plur-
ality of 87,602. Even in 1900, although
the great organizer of Repyblican ma-
chinery, GARRET A. HOBART, was no
longer living, New Jersey chose Re-
publican electors by a plurality of 56,899,
Tt follows that, to secure her support for
the Democratic nominee for the Presi-
dency, it would be necessary to transfer
about thirty thousand voters from the
Republican to the Democratic camp.

Few persons conversant with the state
of feeling in New Jersey doubt that Mr.
CLEVELAND would draw many more
than 30,000 votes from those who recently
have cooperated with the Republicans,
Th» only question with regard to which
there might be some difference of opin-
ion relates to the reception which Mr,
CLEVELAND'S nomination would meet
with from the Hearst-Bryan wing of the
Democratic party. If the opposition of
that element took the form of an organ-
ized bolt, it might manage to defeat Mr.
CLEVELAND at the ballot box. Much
money is needed, however, for effective
organization, and we do not imagine
that it would be forthcoming in a con-
test for the Governorship. The Bryan-
ites might grumble a little at first, but,
in the end, they would probably regard
Mr. CLEVELAND'S8 nomination for that
office with resignation rather than re-
sentment.

Should Mr. CLEVELAND. be chosen
Governor next November, there is reason
to believe that the Democratic nominee
for the Presidency would also carry New
Jersey. Experience has shown that very
rarely does a State at one and the same
election award the State offices to one
of the great political parties, and her

. Presidential electors to another. Such
a spectacle was witnessed in the State
of New York in 1888, but it was generally
regarded as a remarkable phenomenon,
the causes of which were mysterious
and unedifying. No such occult and
bewildering forces would be operative
this year in New Jersey, if Mr. CLEVE-
LAND were a candidate for Governor.
It would not be his fault if the Demo-
cratic nominee for the office of Chief
Magistrate did not get the full benefit
of the ex-President's popularity.

The Governorship of New Jersey is a
post of dignity and usefulness, which
Mr. CLEVELAND could occupy without
leaving his home. He lives only ten
milee from Trenton.

Present Conditions in South Africa.

In spite of a largely increased output
of gold and largely increased imports as
compared with the year foliowing the
war, there is little or nothing in the South
African situation which indicate8 the
sucecess of British administration in the
newly acquired territory., Hard times
and widespread discontent among the
people are emphasized in all accounts
which bear the stamp of freedom from
special interest or prejudice.

In a recent official communication,
Lord MILNER referred to “the complete
stagnation in commerce and enterprise,”
In the same communication he said:
“Taking the Transvaal and Intercolonial
budgets together, we must be prepared
for a deficit which in the present year
may be as much as £350,000.” The cost
of living in the Transvaal is excessive,
White labor is warned of the uselessness
of coming to South Africa. Agriculture
offers little or no inducement to settlers.
There are those, Englishmen among
them, who declare that the Government
is8 worse than that of the Boers, and that
the general condition of the people is far
worse than it was before the war.

While recuperation from a devastating
war is a matter not of months but of
years, there is much in the situation
which points to an undeniable conclu-
sion that England has not yet accom-
plished her declared purposes in South
Africa. Denouncing the Boer Govera-
ment as intolerable for those who lived
under it, England asserted her intention
to make the Transvaal and the Orange

River Colony lands in which *white men”
[

could find contentment and prosperity.
It was to be a free country, in the British
and not in the Boer sense of that term.
It was to be a land of self-government
and equal rights for all, Boer and alien
alike.

It seems to be beyond question that
England faces serious conditions in her
new possessions in South Africa. The
older Colonials, both Boer and British,
are dissatisfied with the new order
of things. The newcomers are disap+
pointed. To many of the British there
is doubtless a satisfaction in living under
the British flag. But human nature is 80
constituted thpt the vast majority of
men prefer a reagonable degree of pros-
perity under another flag to poverty
and hardship under their own. Thus far
England’'s experience in South Africa
comes little short of being a very costly
failure.

While governments may not always
be rightly charged with responsibility
for the economic distress of the gov-
erned, there is much in the South African
situation which points to the Govern-
ment as a contributing cause, if not
as the direct and chiel influence in the
existing distress. Students of the
situation allege two specific errors,
among others less definitely presented.
One of these is said to be in the fact
that those whose fitness for self-govern-
ment is not to be questioned are being
governed by a bureaucracy which is
lacking in proper knowledge of their
special needs and which is not in touch
with the people themselves. The other
is said to be the undue influence of a
selfish and self-seeking group of cap-
italists desirous of exploiting the coun-
try solely for their own financial benefit.
A very good case is made in support of
both specifications.

Not a Name, Not a Date, Not a Fact.

We are not much alarmed by the sub-
joined bulletin of our alleged condition,
issued by Col. HENRY WATTERSON of the
Courier-Journal:

“ TaE SUN insists upon its pound of flesh, *‘ You
He, you villain! * exclalms THE SUN, or worda to that
effect. ‘ Prove 1t on us,' says THE SUN, and bursts
Into tears.”

This is only the Colonel’'s super-emo-
tional way of stating certain facts that
are more or less familiar to our readers.
We have politely but firmly invited
Col. WATTERSON to justify his astound-
ing charge that of the $40,000,000 soon
to be paid for the Panama canal one-
half, or $20,000,000, is to go to “thieves”
in France, and the other $20,000,000 to
be divided among “thieves” in America,
including engineers, journalists and
gray wolves in the United States Senate.
This request for specific information,
expressed with all the amenity of which
we are capable, is translated by the
Colonel’s mind into an insistent demand
for our “pound of flesh.” It seems to
him bloodthirsty that we should want
names, dates and facts.

We have not called Col. WATTERSON a
villain. It would be impossible for us |
to employ that term in describing a E
gentleman for whom we entertain a |
regard at times positively affectionate.
We have never frantically accused him
of lying: no phrase or word or suggestion !
liable to that construction has sullied
any of our remarks on the subject. We
have believed and continue to believq
thay when Col. WATTERSON undertakes |
the responsibility of a charge of corrup- i
tion so stupendous, he must possess, or |
think he possesses, some definite in-
formation warranting the same. We
have calmly asked him for his informa-
tion; that is all.

Finally, we have not burst into tears '
at the thought that Col. WATTERSON |
might suspect THE SUN of a dishonest
interest in the $20,000,000 which he assigns
to “thieves” on this side of the Atlantic.
We should be as quick to suppose it pos-
sible for him ta suspect us of stealing
his pocket handkerchief while he was
busily engaged with & mint julep. No
apprehendion of that sort has entered
our mind. If it had, we should not
have burst into tears; we should merely
have laughed.

i

been asking nearly three times that sum,
finally comes down to our own figures.
Congress passes an act authorizing the
payment of the $40,000,000 provided the
transaction is’completed satisfactorily
in other respects. When the §40,000,000
goes to France it will be distributed
under the supervision of the French
courte, owing to the atatus of the selling
company under the laws of that republic.
That, however, is not a matter that di-
rectly concerns our Government, the
purchaser. We get title and the prop-
erty; the French oourts look after the
protection of the respective interests of
the shareholders in the old and new
Panama organizations.

Col. HENRY WATTERSON, denouncing
this transaction, becomes responsible
for the charge that every dollar of the
$40,000,000 is destined in advance to some
thief, $20,000,000 to thieves in France
and $20,000,000 to thieves in America;
and when asked for names, dates, facts,
reasons for belief, proof of corrupt deal-
ing, or anything warranting his delib-
erate and reiterated aseertion, this, we
repeat, is what he has to offer:

“ There 1s not an honest man, In or out of Wash-
ington, who has a cleu.knowledn of the field of
operation, but surely knows that never could so
gigantic an appropriation have been gotten through
Congress exoopt by corrupt agencles.”

Fie! Colonel; and many times fie! We
commend your case to the merciful con-
sideration of the meek in spirit among
those whom you have sought to traduce,
and to humorists everywhere.-

The Mysterious New Treaty Port.

It is again reported that Yongampho,
at the mouth of the Yalu River, has been
opened by the Corean Government as a
treaty port. It is a little strange that the
name of this town does not appear on any
of the authoritative maps of the region.
1t is not found on the large scale map pub-
‘lished in St. Petersburg a while ago and
which, so far as we know, is the map the
Russians are using for military purposes.
1t is certainly one of the best maps of the
whole scene of the war that is accessible
to the public.

Yongampho does not appear in the
latest editions of the best German atias
sheets nor on the Langhans or othéer
maps that have been specially prepared
in Germany for those who wish to follow
the war with the best cartographic ma-
terial. The name has been inserted on
some of the war maps published in this
country, doubtless with approximate ac-
curacy, for the town is said to stand on
the east shore of the Yalu at or near its
mouth. The name does not appear in
any of the books on Corea in English,
German or French that have come under
our notice.

From the little that has recently been
written about Yongampho it seems to be
nothing more than a small village which
has never figured prominently in Corean
commerce, perhaps because trade has
naturally centred at the larger town of
Wiju, a little further north, owing to the
fact that the caravan trade between
Corea and China crosses the Yalu at that
point. Itseituation at the meeting of the

| sea and river routes and the advantages

which a treaty port enjoys may give
Yongampho considerable development.

Mr. Baker and the Leave to Print.

On March 18 the Hon. ROBERT Broo-
RAPHY BAKER, who confesses that he
is the greatest statesman in the Borough
of Brooklyn, obtained from his good
natured and easy going colleagues in
the House of Representatives “leave
to print,”or, in non-statesmanlike phrase,
permission to insert as a speech in the
columns of the Record a literary effort
never heard in the form of an address
on the floor of the House.

Probably the Representatives were
glad togive“leave to print” to Mr. BAKER,
for if they had not he might have spoken
on the floor. But on March 19, when
they received the Record, it turned out
that the Brooklyn member had taken
advantage of his privilege to insert in
the official journal a pamphlet in which
the Hon. JosEPH WEEKS BABCOCK, a
Representative from the Third Wisconsin
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I district and chairman of the Republican
| Congress campaign committee, was ac-
| cused of mailing “tons” of seed, Govern-
| ment reports and the like into his dis-

trict under frank while the Post Office

After translating Col. WATTERSON'S
preliminary rhetoric into the normal
form of expression, we find naught re-
maining that is of public interest, or

responsive to our repeated requests for
facts, or pertinent in any way to the |
present investigation, except possibly

two paragraphs, of which this is the first: ‘

" Fully aware that the Lobby at Washington
keeps no books—the Gray Wolves dolng thelr own
fobby business—and that the bucket shops of Parls
are tnacoessible, It (TEE SUN) puts on a bold front
and makes & great show of virtue. All the while
and all the satne, the Bilnd Pool of French Stock
Gambiers and thelr partaers, the American Oom-
bine, with WilLiAM NEwsoN CROMWELL at thelr
head, are richer by many miitons of very hard
and very unciean dollars.”

Here the Colonel does mention one
name, that of Mr. CROMWELL, the Ameri-
can counsel of the New Panama Canal
Company. His relation to the sale of the
French franchises and property to the
United States Government has been
entirely professional, if we understood
the case, and entirely legitimate. We
suppose he will get a fee from his em-
ployers; it ought to be a liberal one if
measured according to the value of pro-
fessional services rendered; but what
bearing that circumstance has upon the
alleged apportionment of half of the
forty millions to “thieves” in America,
or what evidence it affords of the exist-
ence of an American Combine, about to
be enriched with “many millions of very
hard and very unclean dollars,” Col.
WATTERSON of Louisville alone knows
or thinks he knows.

The second statement by Col, War-
TERSON partaking in any degree of in-
telligibility is this:

* There Is not an honest man, In or out of Wash-
lngton, who has a olear knowiedge of the field of
operation, but surely knows that mever could so
gigantic an appropriation have been gotten through
Congress except by corrupt dgencies.”

This is the nearest approach to an
answer of THE SBUN'S questions which
the amiable Colonel has yet vouchsafed.
It seems to us to be a masterpiece of
logic and ocandor. The Interoceanic
Canal Commission, a board consisting
of eminent and patriotic tlemen,
makes a detailed and ite appraisal
of the property the French Company has
tosell. The inventory foots up $40,000,-

Department was weighing the mails in
order to fix the compensation of the
railroads for carrying them. The docu-
ments franked through by Mr. BABcock
included a great batch of reports of the
Centennial Exposition of 1876, and simi=
lar timely documents. This matter was
stored away by the persons reoeiving it.
The pamphlet inserted in the Record
by Mr. BAKER says:

“To lllustrate the foregoing, Suppose the rallroad
companies In any ohe of the seven couhlles em-
braced In the Third Congressiohal dlstrict wers
recelving $500 per month, or #0,000 per year, for
catrying the mall In that particular county. If
Mr. BABCOCK, by this abuse of his frenking privilege
as a Mémber of Oongress, doubled the weight of
the mall magter for the month or two of the welgh-
ing period in that county, then for the eatire four
wvears thereafter the mliroad compantes will re-
celve double thelr former compensation, or 81,000
per month for carrying the mall. Where under
the old scheduls of rates they recelved $24,000 for
catrying the mall four years In one county, they
would now reeelve 845,000 on the new contract
for that one county. On this basis, where the rafl-
roads formerly recelVed $180,000 In four years for
carrying the malls Into the séven counties of the
Third Congressional districs, they would now re-
celve §530,000 on the new contract fqor the samp
service,”

Mr. BABCOCK believes that his political
enemies, headed by that advanced
thinker, Gov. R. M. LA FOLLETTE, could
tell whence this able bodied attack upon
him came, and he rejoices that it did not
prevent his renomination for Congress.
But he and his friends were amazed to
find it in the form of an undenied, un-
questioned speech in the pages of the
Record, to all appearances having besn
uttered on the floor of the House in open
session without any one taking notice
of it or refuting it.

When the House met on Monday, the
Hon, WriLuiaM PETERS HEPBURN of
Iowa rose to question of the highest
privilege, and moved that Mr. BAKER'S
contribution to the Record be expunged
from its pages, Mr. BAKER having been
guilty, in the words of the resolution, of
“an abuse of the privilege of the House."”
Mr. HEPHURN said:

1 do not care to enter Into any discussion of \his

000, T\he French Company, which had

sublect. It will he apparent to every member of

\
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this House who has tead the portipn of the Record
that is referred to thet a flagramt violation of the
rules of this House was committed: that under
the permiysion to print that that was legitimate,
that that was authorized by the rules of the House,
a gentleman has \mdulged In certain remarks and
has attempted to reenforce them by exiracts from
newspapers and extracts derived from other sources
that contaln grievous charges agalnst the honor
and lotegrity of a member of this House, No man
would have been permittefd to use the language
10 debate that Is found o these extfacts. He would
have been promptly called te order. He would
have been compelled to {ake his seat.”

There was little comfort for Mr. BARER
in the attitude of his party associates.
The Hon. JORN SHARP WILLIAMS, leader
of the minority, thought Mr. BAKER
would recognize that “he made a mis-
take.” Then Mr, WILLIAMS tried to get
some of the BAKER contribution into the
Record by reading it in the debate on
Mr. HEPBURN'S reeolution. Mr. HEp-
BURN objected to this as “an attempt to
violate the rule.” Mr. WiLI1AMS agreed
to expunge from his remarks all that
was deemed objectionable. He said
Mr. BAKER was new and inexperienced,
but that now he would recognize that
“under the leave to extend remarks in
the Record no one has the right to im-
peach the integrity, the honor, the truth-
fulness, the character or the political
standing of a fellow member of the
House.”

Then Mr. BAEER'S unspoken speech
was expunged, by a vote of 130 to 97,
having been printed in one Record, ad-
vertised in another, and spread through-
out the oountry. Whatever this new
and inexperienced member sought to
accomplish by giving wide publicity to
the charges against Mr. BABCOCK he
succeeded in doing. In no other way
could he have caused the row he kicked
up. His own reputation for fair, honest,
aboveboard politics suffered somewhat
in the process; but the main result of his
abuse of an abuse was to provide a fur-
ther illustration of the fraudulent char-
acter of the Congressional Record under
the pregent system.

During the hearjng on the project to
appropriate $24,000000 for highway im-
provement by the Federal Government
there ocourred this colloquy between Sena-
tor DoLLIVER and Mr. SaAMuEL Hiun of
Beattle:

“ Mr. Hitu—You are probably aware that of all
the taxes you ralse, 60 per cent. are pald by the
farmer. Are you aware that you give them back
only 10 per cent. in appropriations?

* Senator DoLLIVER—How do you make that out?

* Mr. HiLL—~We have those figures ofclally from
the Depattment of Agriculture.

* Senator DOLLIVER—That would leave the farm-
ors ehewing most of the tobacco and drinking most
of the liquor.

* Mr, HiLL—1 am speaking of the total tax ralsed
in the country, notmerely of the tax ralsed by
internal revenue, but the total tax.

“ Senator DOLLIVER—] wanted to defend my
own consttuents. [Laughter.]

*“ Mr. HiLi— 1 have no doubt they are doing thelr
share.

“ Mr. HArRPER-We do not drink In our State of
Towa.”

Mr. Georage W, CooLEY of Minnesota
said “we want your cooperation and sym-
pathy.” This sounded cheap to Senator
DoLLivER. There might be a chance to
save the $24,000,000.

* Senator DOLLIVER—WII you be satisfied if the
Government simply furnishes the plans and specifi-
catlons?

“ Mr. CooLEY—NO, sir; we would not, We are
not here making that request. We expect to be

also by appropriations.”

Would it not be simpler to have it done
by Executive order?

Walter Scott on Trusts.

To THe EpITOR oF THE BUN-—S8ir: The
Trust Buster, as well as the Trust Advocate,
are equally strenuous in discussing the much
mooted trust; but the Buster's criticisms,
or at least those that have fallert under my
eye, have not been of the progressively con-
structive order. However strange it may
appear, some seventy years ago the author
of the Waverley Novels offered a simple solu-
tion in his introduction to “Betrothed," aa
followa:

The esttremes of rude and of civilized soclety
are, In these our days, on the point of approach-
Ing to each other. In the patrlarchal period, a
man |s his own weaver, tallor, butcher, shocmaker,
and so forth; and ia the age of stock companies,
as the present may be called, an Individual may
be sald, In one sense, to exerclse the same plurality
of trades. In fact, a man who has dipped largely
into these speculations may comblae his own
expenditure with the Improvement of hls own in-
come, just llke the Ingenlous hydraulle machine,
which, by Its very waste, relses Its own supply of
water. Such a pvrso buys bis bread from his own
Baking Company, his milk and ch from his
own Dairy Company, takes off & new t Tor the
benefit of his own Clothing Company, lilmminates
his house to advance his own Gas Fstablishment,
aud drinks an additional bottle of wine for the
benelit of the General Wine Importation Company
of which he himself 15 8 member, Every act, which
would otherwise be one of mere extravagance, ls,
o such a person, seasoned with the odor lucri, and
reconelled to prudence. Even If the price of the
arti¢le consurhed be éxtravagant, and the qualty
indifferent, tie person, who Ia In & manner his own
customer, ls only imposed upon for his own bene-
At. Nay, It the Jolat Stock Company of Under-
takers shall unite with the Medleal Faculty, as
proposed by the Iate facetlous Dr. G-, under
the Arm of Death and the Doctor, the sharsholder
might contrive te secure to his helrs a handsome
silce of his own death bed and funoral expénses.

Clearly then, there is neither reason for
interfering with the activities of the trust
promoter, of the profits of the trust share-
holder, nor exouse for curses at the high
ptioe ot declining quality of trust made
artioles; but #0 buy shares, alnoe all the world
from ome viewpoint or another oan par-
tieipate in the benefits. AL P

New York, March 28.

The Detting on Jal Alal,

To rE EDITOR OF THE SUN--Sir: [t is absurd to
say that the dbetting on Jal Alal Is & mere Incident l
of the game. 'Tedl this to & CubAn and he'll laugh av |
you. The fronton wouldn't hold a corporal's |
tuard In a week If the pooi privilege were with-
drawn. Senator Proctor should know this, As for I
Oel. or Liewt..Gen. Wood, (Rls miNtary status sn't
qulte clear 10 me at the moment) he knows It very
much better than any one sise, If the stories told
me In Havana by half a doren of the éltizens are
true. W, V. Hirsn.

NEW York, March 22.

The FHorstman Anatomist.

To YEE EDITOR OF THR SUN-—SIr: James Dough-
erty, who drives b 5, was & lalnlng withess
at the Oourt House to-day. He had been cut In a
ngnt.

“Where were you stabbed!" asked Prosecutor
Riker.

“In the hock of my left leg,™ replied Dougherty.

Amid laughter the wishess explained he meant
that he had been Injured Just below the cAlf of his
! H. R. G.

og.
NEWARK, N. J., March 22.

et t——
As the Judge Understood It.
From the Attanta ConstRution,

A lawyer, Mddressiag a Jury in a Billvitle Justce
ecourt, quoted, tn defense of his olent—"Honl solt
qul mal y pense,” wherenpon the Justice, striking
tive dedk & thundering blow wAth hils Nst, shouted:

“You'll never do it, sir—not In this court!”

“Do what, your Honor'" asited the surprised
attomey.

“HIt 't & swat an’' pitoh ‘em over the fence,
#ir!" repited the Justice.

[

The war In the Far Bast 1s the specla)l feature of
the World's Work for April. Seventeen articies
deal with varfous questions that the war has brought
wp concerming Japan, Russia and Internations|
complioations. Among the writers are Mr. Kogoro
Takahira, Mr. Sirel Hashiguch!, Mt. Henry Norman,
Gens. Mlles, Wheeler, Sickles, Mr. . A, Vandertip
and others. There s & fine portralt of Secretary '
Hay and other good full page portralts,

il o e
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THE CONSTITUTION AND OOM-
PETITION.

To tae Eprros or Tue Sun—8ir: The
Sherman-Edmunds-Hoar law of 1800, “to
protect trade and commerce against un- !
lawful restraints and monopolies,” was,
as we all know, enacted fourteen years ago,
when there was partisan political emotion
againat the Standard Oil trust, the sugar
trust, the whiskey trust and other large
industrial * enterprises which carried on
business in several States. Their profite
were wrongfully enhanced by secret re-
bates from railways,

The interstate raillway problem had al-
ready in 1887, and at the end of a long in-
vestigation, been put by Congress in the
hands of an “Interstate Commerce Com-
mission,” and progress towatd a solution
was glowly and steadily going on. y

Reform was difficult, Congrees could not
meddle with transportation absolutely in-
side of a Btate if the Federa] Constitution
was to be obeyed. The device of amend-
ing the Constitution by the enactment of
a law in violation of the Constitution and
then by a five to four judgment of the Su-
preme Court declaring the law to be con-
stitutional had not been put in practice.

The results of three-quarters of a century
of railways under free construction and
unalloyed competition waged on every
hand, and the remedies for evils in sight
after the olose of the war of secession, could
not be quickly and surely grasped. The
theory had been that the more railways
there were the more competition, and the
more competition the more public benefit;
but under that theory preferential and
differential rates flourished, On the one ]
hand, the Western farmer was plundered,
and on the other hand the Eastern owner
of the railways was robbed. Legal ques-
tions and economic questions wefe oon-
fused and confounded then as now. Cut-
throay competition in 1887 proved to be a
ghastly failure for railway owners and also
for railway users who required reasonable 4
but stable rates. It was seen that capital
invested in railways could not be readily
transferred to other business, and there-
fore a Darwinian theory of cut-throat com-
petition could not be applied to parallel
rallways and to the prevention of their
unification.

The draughtsmen of the Anti-Trust law
of 1800 have declared that their motive
and object were to enable the Federal
courts (which had not what is known as
oommon law juriadiction) to apply the
same power to control contracts in un-
reasonable restraint of interstate trade

hat each State court could use against
contracts in unreasonable restraint of
State trade. The common law theory and
definition of “contracts in restraint of trade®
will be considered later on.

The first thing that fixes the attention of
an impartial student of the history and the
literature of the recently decided Northern
Securities case is that in the effort to stretch
that Ant{-Trust law of 1800 over railways
situated, for example, like the New York
Central and the West S8hore railways—or
indeed over any railways—no District
Attorney or Attorney-General or Presi-
dent has been able to obtain the unanimous
concurrenoe and help of the nine Justices
of the Supreme Court.

The aid of only five of the Justices has
been had in favor of any scheme proposed.
That s very startling! Why has it begn so?
There have been only three Justices on the
bench appointed eas Demoorats. They
were appointed by Cleveland, who had ne
better success in applyihg the law of 1800
to railways than McKinley and Roosevelt.
Is the fault in the personality of the Justices,
quite apart from partisan politics? Are
those Justices three-quarters of a dozen of
excellent men who are beyond most men
vain, eelf-sufficient, contentious and fond
of throwing long argumentative and angry
dissertations at the heads of each other?
That is not to be sald or even thought!
Why, then, has each President and, each
Attorney-General been unable to devise
and present to the court an aocceptable
theory on which the law of 1880 can be ap-
plied to parallel and naturally competing
railways? Who can give an explanation
excepting the one that Congress did not
frame the law of 1890 for that use and that
an endeavor to get nine seif-respecting
Justices unanimously to adjudge that a
common law fetich regarding “contracts
in restraint of trade” can be applied to
great rallway systems, no matter how ve-
hemently the working politicians on either
side may clamor for the application, will be
as futile in the future as it has been in the
past, even although preesure by the Gov-
ernment of the day may get a bate majority?
Why, then, continue the effort if each five
to four or six to three judgment is to be
more and more demoralising? ’

Of ccuree, politios now prompte Demo-
cratic workers to ehout at Rooeevelt, “It
yecu really think the law of 1890 constitutional
and applicable to rallways, why don't you
enforce it, right and left and criminally?*®
Politics also impels Republican workers to
cry aloud: “Does anybody faney that any
sane Democratic President will enforce
a law in & way that the three Democratic
Justices of the Bupreme Court have pro-
nounced unconstitutional?” .

Each sane Demooratio President, whether
he be Cleveland or Gorman or Olney or
Parker, will be likely to interpret the statute
for himself, as Jackeon did *the Bank” law
even after the Bupreme Court had adjudged
it constitutional. The Chief Justice of the
New York Court of Appeais ought by this
time to have & clear opinion regarding the
constitutionality of the law of 1800 as ap-
plied by Justice Harlan.

It seems to be a historical fact that upder
Harrison the law officers of the Federal
Government began, in the Trans-Missouri
case, the effort to persuade the courts that
the Anti-Trust law of 1890 covered railways
naturally competing for business, but it is
immaterial whether the blunder was begun
under him or under Cleveland. In either
event, the politiclans and not the users of
the railways egged on the prosecution of
the rallwaye. Both in that case and in the
Joint Traffic Assoclation ¢ase begun in
Cleveland's time, one in the West and the
other in the East, the trial court and the

Appellate Court both threw out the suite

&8 not warranted by the law of 1800, The
two adverse rulings were an indication
of local opinion. Attorney-Genetal Olney,
although doubting whether , or* not the
statute of 1800 could, or should, be applied
to rallways, ordered an appeal to the Bu-
preme Court from the decrees in favor of
the railways in both cases, and the resulting
five to four, or five to three, reversal of the
cgurt below irf éach case—one on March 22,
1897, and one on Oct. 24, 1898—hegan the
difficulties from which the railway industry
of the country is now suffering. The Addy-
stone Pipe case, begun in Cleveland's time,
followed; but it was an “industrial” and not
a rallway case. The Supreme Court was
united in the judgment, and all went
smoothly. '

Itis lmpouil‘lo, 1 think, for any impartial
student of the text of the law of 1860 who has
had experience in the writing of statutes
to believe that the draughteman of it had
railways in mind. To be sure, he eaid
“every® contract, combination, &o., shall
be illegal, and “every” embraces a railway
contract, or combination; but yet the
scheme, as four Justioes out of nine have
insisted, does not fit a railway. The effort
of the draughteman was to apply the “re-
straint of contract” doctrine, as known in®
the common law, to interstate “industrials”
such as the sugar trust, but not to rail-
ways. That effort was commendable.

What was that anolent “restraint of
trade” doctrine of the common law?

Most of the people in our country would
be surprised if told that they cannot aban-
don for a greater or leeser time, or vary,
their business, oocupation or trade, and
at their own pleasure; but the English
common law declared they could not and
that oertain contracts to that end were
illegal. The English law, in that regard,
grew largely out of the severe law of ap-
prenticeshi then prevailing in Great
Britain. In the course of time the English
courts varied the rule eomewhat, so that
while a contract, for a sufficient considera-
tion, never again or anywhere to carry onh
a profession, trade or business was null
and void, yet a contract not to carry it on
within specified reasonable limits of time
and place was good. In the and, the cases
came to be few in which the oontract was
set aside unless great unreasonablenees,
or fraud or duress or insufficient consid-
eration was proved. The question of un-
reasonableness became a question of law
for the oourt.

The doctrine found its way more than a
quarter of a century ago into our Supreme
Court at Washington, which said, by six
to three, that the common law rule forbid-
ding one to contract himself out of his right
to labor at his profession or trade was
founded on two reasons—one an injury to
the public by loss to it of the industry of the
restricted party and the other an injury
to the latter by inability to earn his living;
and such a contract was against public
policy, though if neither evil ensued, and
if the oonsideration for the contract was
sufficient, it would be good. The rule is
clear enough, said Justice Bradley, but
very diffioult of just and safe application.

Such is the common law doctrine re-
garding “contraocts in restraint of trade”
on which the Anti-Trust statute of 1890 was
based. The draughteman used and pre-
served the common law phrase—*in re-
straint of trade.” He did not allude to
“reasonable” restraint, but yet reasonable-
nese was a part of the dootrine. It was ab-
surd to try to apply such a dootrine to the
facts in the Northern Seourities case.

A competent draughtaman of the law of
1800 if wishing to lay hold of railways would
have made the statute read: “Every oon-
traot, &0., in restraint of, or tending to
restrain, competition in interstate railways,
&c., is hereby declared illegal.”

NEw YORK, March 23. HupsoN.

Greeks In a Greek Play.

To tax Ebpiror oy THR SUN—Sir: Have the
readers of THE SUX fully taken It In that on Thurs-
day, Friday and Saturday of this week they are
offéred a real chance of a lfetime to see a great
Greek play done by Greeks? THE SCN has already
printed the news about this play. The “Ajax” of
Sophoclos was given at Hull House in Chtcago at the
matigation of Miss Jans Addams by Greeks of that
clity, under the direction of Miss Helen Hay Barrows.
The expioit was 30 suctesstul, 8o Interesting to
Chicago, and so stimulating to her Greeks, that the
experiment has been repoated with Miss Barrows's
balp tn New York with New York Greeks for actors.
The preliminaty work has been done, and the per-
formance will take place s above stated at the new
Clinton Hall, 181 Olinton street, near Grand.

The plot of the tragedy will be recalled by elderly
persons Who went §o college while Greck was sl
s required study. AJax, Houting the gods, Is pun-
Ishod by temporary madness. While demented he
ocommitls disgraceful acts, Becoming reasonable
Again, he 1s crushed with remorse and kills himself
on the stashore. Discusston enstes between Teu-
oer, Agamemnon and Menelaus as to the propriety
of giviag him & funersl. Odysseus lntercedes for
him and he is decently buried.

At last accouats the house (Clinton Hall) was
pretty well sold out for Thursday night and Satur-
day aftermoon, but seats could still be had for Fri-
day and Saturday hights. E. 8. MARTIN,

NEW YORR, March 23.

The Oldést United States Geography.

TO rEe EDIYOR or THR SUN-Sir: In speaking
of the oldest geograpiy published In the United
States, It bas boen sald that Mr. Charles P. Fay, of
Brookiya, possessss a geography under date of
1W1. 1 beg to state that 1 possess a geography
which antédates this. It was compiled at New
Haven, Conn., under date of Oct. 28, 178, This
stoms to make my geography the oldest, or at
least one of the oldest now In existence.

My goography deals with the “Solar System™
and has a geographical aceount of the Unilted
States, as also of the world.

MRS. DION WILLIAMS.

NEW LONDON, Confl,, March 22,

Autoblegraphy of the Subway,
To the normal observation 1'm an up to date crea-

tion
Whieh outshines all great projections in this
sclentific age — [
Fot with no great chest Inflations | lay clalm to
Stuations

Which give Hse 1o deep reflections both in com-
mon Manh and sage.

I've been levelled, plumbed and sounded., ham-.
mered, shovelled, spiked and rounded:
I've hoen lowered and olevated In my Infantile
career;
I've been watersyaiked and grounded. plcked and
bedded, dug and mounded,
ANd oft:times been excavated In a manner won-
drous queer. .

1 bave Wrestled with Tfoundations also men of
many nations;
Suffered strikes and basé contentions and come
through each strugele right:
1 have tackied bad locattoms, private rights and

| Inundations,
And, in spite of my dimenstons, been blown up by
dynamite.
I have kicked up lvely ructions with my manifold
obstructions,
And through all sy many stattons fought It out
with all I met:
And 1 shy of my deductions-4hat my personal
construetions
Justify the observation, I*ve not seen my Anish
yel,

Lurany \\, SHELDON.

—_—

JAPAN'S GRAND 0OLD MAN.
The Makquis Ito and Other Buliders of
| the Modern Nation.

To THE Eplton or THE Suxn s, Your
correspondent Dr. Griffis  designates (10
Emperor Mutsuhito as the “Jupunese 1.
coln," who emancipated the sliveg y
Japan. If by this is meant thut Mutsyhig
signed the edict which made all wien equy
in this Interesting kingdom, the statement
{8 correct. But theré is unother nume that fs
scarcely known to us in Americe which v 1l
be handed down in history us the great Jup.
anese reformer who opposed that feuds)
system which had existed in Jupun for ages
and throngh whose advice the young Mikade
signed the edict which gave (reedom to
the merfs,

This was Okubo of Satsuma, a vallant
warrior of a clun which had been in {avor
of udmitting foreigners under cortuin pp.
strietions, It was Okubo who suw clearly
that as long as the army of Jupin wus made
up simply of the Samurui, or soldier ¢lass
the common people would take no interes
in the country. But us soon us the foyudy|
aystem was brought to an end e adviseq
the Mikado to introduce a conscription by

which able bodied young men were com.

pelled to serve in the army.  Abd it wus thuy
that the Japunede became o warlike natfoy,
It was Okubo who advised the Mikade to
engage French offleers to train the army
and Britith offlcers to orgunize the nayy
And It was this eminent  statesman vc)'.(;
induced Count Ito to travel over the wopld

and bring back the best ideas for making 4
thoughtful and capable people, with the very
best traditions, a strong and powerful nation,
“Asia for the Asiatics,” “Japan for the Jap.
anese,” were his maxims,

When the Mikado's Cubinet seut Okuybg
as Minister to Corea this powerful minded
statesman opposed the threatened invasiop
of that country. He is related to have saiq:
“Corea must be eventually seized by Japay,
or she will be conquered by the foreigners
But let us wait until we have an armv anq
a4 navy such as the foreigners have, apq
a well flled exchequer. Then. and not g
then, will Japan be strong enough to say to
the world, ‘Hands off.” * The union of Japag
was asdear to Okubo as the union of this coup.
try was to Abraham Lincoln. 1In his effortsto
oppose the warlike Samurai, who at tha
time numbered more than four hundred
thousand members, Okubo incurred the
enmity of his own tribe;and he was proclai
a traitor by the Satsuma, and like the Lin
of America this Lincoln of Japan ws
assassinated, He was attacked in his car-
riage and slain by one of his own tribe. Agd
yet, as in the caseof Lincoln, his loss was
mourned by all, and he is now regarded with
the utmost reverence throughout the |
and breadth of the Japanese Empire. goth
Okubo and his enemies were really contend.
ing for one end, namely the introduction of
foreign customs and foreign inventions which
would tend toward theJ;rsservauon of Jap-

nese laws, habits and customs, without

indrance fo the improvement of the de.
fences of the country, ans the development
of its resources, It is this spirit of conservs-
tism which animates Japan at the present
P TG state like efforts for th

n_ his s smanlike efforts for the unjo

of the clans he was supported by Kido o?
Choshiu, whose views ?t things were almost
identical with those of Okubo. Both thes
&mlnent en took part in bringing forth the

ikado from his seclusion, and in makirg
him the actual m}l‘@r of Jaupan.

There is another name associated with
Okubo—that of Saigo Taramori, aleo of the
Batsuma clan, He was at one time eomn-
mander-in-chief of the Samurai, or warrior
clans, Baigo was an ideal warrior. He
8 over six feet, an enormous height for
a Japanese; he vmnlof corresponding strengt
and excelled in all the warlike exercises o
his tribe. He brought the civil war to a clos,
hutrefused to acoept a life penrion, declaring
that he had merely done his duty, until the
Emperor compelled him to accept. Unlike
Okubo, as a ‘member of the Imperial Council
Saigo advised war with Corea. He was soon
chareed with rebellion, and when attacked
Ba organized a desperate system of defene:
onquered (n battle, he fought to the last;and
when he found himself def'.u!‘:pd a friend
perfo what is known as “hari-kari"” and
struck 8 head. But when the gory
trophy was brought to the commander of
the imperial forces it was reverently washed,
and decently buried. And these three men,
Okubo, Kido and Saigo, are esteemed nmong
the great men who built up the marvellous
klxlx;n%om gf Japag. th s d

ut as time on the waﬂ1 rega
the Marguis fto as the Grand ﬁ‘"usn of
Japan, He i now 64 years of _a ght
years older than the Emperor. In the war
with ina in 1804 the Marquis Yto was the
Lord High Admiral of the Japanese fleet,
and no foreigner who hus visited Japan doubts
for & moment that after all Ite will be the
h:ro oé ht“ mt..mn.t JEnmura dnby ()kub«a.
e two secret journeys to Europe an
ane“%nlwd States, and olﬁminz his advie
the Emperor Mutsuhito has instituted thos
reforms which have made Japan one of the
t'r{mﬂomlcgf the earth, o weat '
ung ang, the grea esman o
China, lived lareely for his own interests
The patriotism of Ito commands the respect
of the world. He is said to have retired into
private life. but he is still the trusted ad-
viﬁr of both Emperor and people.
Ew Yorg, March 23, ORIENTALIST,

“By Jingo” Is Bad Language.
From the London Chronicle.

Closely following the death of the author of that

once famous song, beginning—
“We don't want to fight, but, by Jingo, if we do,
We've got the ships, we've got the men, and got
the money, too"
—verses which first brought the word Jmgo
general political use—comes a decislen by Judee
Smyly that “Jingo” is "bad language.”

It was a male plaintiff in the Shoreditch Cogaty
Court whe yesterday, after listening for some @™
with growing amazement 1o the lady defendant’s
version of matters, ejaculated with much expms-
slon, “Oh, by Jingo!”

“Be qulet, sir, and don't use that bad languape
bere,” sald Judgo Smyly, reprovingly.

“1 am sorry,” apologized the plaintiff, “but I 8¢
not know It was bad language.”

“It 1s," remarked the Judge, “when used ia e
manper you uséd 1t; so don't do 1t agaln.”

No doubt “Great Scott!” or “Good greclow”
uttered stacoato, would be similarly banned by b
Honor.

Where Stock Transactions Are Secrets.
From the Washinpton Post

“New Yorkers look on Washington as one of
the best towns In the United States in the matier
of trading in the market,” sald Mr. George L. Devoe

“There Is more secret buylng and selling of
stocks golng on In Washington than in any other
clty in the country, for the reason that so man’
of the ‘men operating are In the employ of b
Government and are afrald to be seen {n the brokers
ofces. Many of these men are under bond, 8ué
one of the conditlons of thelr bond |5 tuat they
must refrain from speculating and from playise
the races. But this prohibition doesn’t keep them
from taking & flyer In stocks, only they do 1t in guck
& private way that few people know of thelr dewlé
which are transacted before and after regulsr
busihess hours.™

The Mayor’s Newspaper Again
To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN--Sir: | 100, have
& complaint to make against what Mayor McClelian
calls "his model newspaper,” the iy Recoré

Under the headline, “City Court of the (liy of Ne¥
York.," 1 find to-day (Mondsy, Marn 1N

this: “Jamés H. Mtzsimmons, Chiet Jusies”
The name of the Chlef Justice of the Ciy «‘aun'
1s O'Dwyer. He was recently chosen in piace @
ind o B

Judge Flizsimons, who has been dead
grave two weeks

Moreover, when Judge Flizslmons was sl
and was Chief Justice his name was 1i/cmoss
not Fltzsimmons. [FMOCRAT.

NEW YORK, Mareh 21,

Magle Crosses, London Soclety Craze.
From the Onpool v

The latest soclety craze meems to b (he @89
of maglc crosses, These crosses, of small st
and In & number of varlous eolors, are loid 0a8
table 1n a stralght lne, and the person nolds &
magnet, which he moves slowly down the 18
line of croases. One by one. but not [ roralldd
the crosses are attached 1o the magnct and ¥
they are at 1ast all Arpanged in arder 1o 3R
can gatn an Insizht 110 the cheracier oo fate o
the eaperimenter. Even Cabinet o rs b
consulted the magle crosses.

The Kalser's New Motor Car
From the London Daily Fxpr 2

The German Emperor's new motor oo s bt

bullt by an Eaglish firm on exacty ¢

as King Edward's “omnibus car
palnted 1o vory, blue and gold Hined
of the Imperial traln), and the 1000

tu erimson leather, and looks vor

Eight short storles enliven Haroooo Mage v
Aor April and Miss Johuston's ed to 13
end. Unusually Ihteresting andg w !l et
travel artioles deal with Honfeur and wiih te
Groat Lakos; others deseribe new knowiedee sbO
natiire, President Thwing telis ahont the Vi
versity of Upsals and Prof, T. R Lountbury &47
plles another of his delightful langusge PO
The colored Hlustrations by alr. Howsrd Pyie s%

more striking than agrecabic,



