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What! To Be Driven Out of Panama ?

Before we begin work on the Panama
Canal, before we have even taken title
to the French comp any’s property there,
this awful warning appears in the Na-
tional Review of London:

* When Panama becomes the centre about which
the whole world gravitates, America, we may be
convinoced, will not be left to enjoy the possession
of the Isthmus In peace and to reap therefrom ad-
vantages at the cost af all the other (#f¢) European
Peowars, If ahe should come Into contact with the
whole of Furope, Inta\ hostile contact, the result
would hardly be dublouy, '

This depressing prophecy derives im-
portance only from the publication in

“which it appears. It is a comforting
circumstance that the ominous predic-
tion comes from no more authoritative
a pen than that of Dr. EMTL REICH, &
Hungarian historian and philosopher of
laborious rather than acute intellect and
the author of a “History of Civilization.”
In attempting to widen his visual angle,
this well ineaning gentleman has spent
five years in the United States, four in
France and nine in England in what he
terms “the study of realities”; eighteen
years, we should judge, pretty much
wasted.

We hope that Dr. EMIL REICH will per-
suade the “whole of Europe” to allow
this republlo at least to finish the canal
at our own expense, and open the same
formally as a neutral waterway for the
commerce of all the world, before pro-
oeeding to evict us by armed force from
the Isthmus of Panama.

The Suoccessor of Porfirio Dlaz,

A corresnondent who is in close touch
with the Mexican Administration is our
authority for the statement that Jos®
IvESs LIMANTOUR and BERNARDO REYES
are both practically out of the running
for the Presidential succession in Mexico.
Our informant states that LIMANTOUR
told President D1az that not only was he
to be regarded as in no way a candidate
for the Presidency, but also that he
would not accept the Vice-Presidenoy
proviced for by the recent constitutional
amendment. His desire is to remain
Becretary of Finance as long as that
shall be the wish of Draz or his suc-
Cessor.

Gen. REYES has announced that he will
not acocept the Vice-Presidency, and a re-
districting of the troops which have been
a central exponent of his power and
popularity lias deprived him of a measure
of his influence. Yet 80 long as he lives
Gen. REYES will undoubtedly remain a
man to be considered in all political pro-
ceedings in Mexico. Heis still the Gow
ernor of the important State of Nuevo
Leon and TFederal Commander of the
troops in his distriet. Many of his most
loyal military followers have been re-
moved to other parts of the country,
and their place has been taken by those
over whom REYES has less power,

The immediate ¥probability is that
MARISCAL, the present Secretary of For-
eign Relations, will be chosen as Vice-
President, and this may mark him as
the logical successor of PORFIRIO Diaz.
The constitutional amendment creating
the office of Vice-President is now TIn
process of approval by the different
States, and its promulgation may occur
at any time.

The provisions concerning the new
office in Mexico are generallv similar
to those of our own Constitution, but
there is one marked difierence. The
President of Mexico may designate the
Vice-President as a member of his Cabi-
net. It is believed that this system will
serve two purposes. It will keep the
Vice-President in' close touch with all
processes and acts of the Administra-
tion, and he will thereby becoma directly
and personally responsible for the acts of
the Administration.

The political situation in Mexico is
somewhat critical. 1 The death or dis-
ability of PORFIEIO DI1AZ might precipi-
tate a condition of serious disturbance,
if not of revolution. The longer such
an unfortunate incident is deferred the
better the chances for the avoidance of
evil results. Every year of Mexico's
present evolution sees the country more
firmly on its feet as a land of order and
good government,

The Chinese Exclusion Question.

(‘ongress and the Prgsident now have
the “yellow peril” befbre them for con-
gideration in a concrete and definite
forin. The treaty between our Govern-
meat and the Emperor of China ne-
gotiated in 1804 has been denounced by
the Chinese Government and will expire
by limitation on Dec. ¢. There is much
coniusion in the minds of the Washing-
tor authorities as to the status of Chinese
arriving at this country after that date,
Senator PATTERSON of Colorado, in whose
State the feeling against Chineso is
strong, believes that if our policy of
exclusion is to be maintained toward the
Chinese, additional legislation at this
session of Congress is necessary. In a
speech in the Senate last week Mr, PaT-
TERSON 8aid:

“ Unless additional legislation |s had before Con-
gress adlourns, every barrier against Chinese Im-
migration that has been bullt wili be lemoved on
Dec. 7 next and the ports of the country thrown

open to the unrestricted coming of the Chinese
hordes whose Invasion of the United States was

arrested twenty-two years ago.”

The treaty of 1594 between the United
States and Ching provided for the ex=
clusion from this country of all Chinese

\ laborers. The treaty of 1880 provided
‘ only for the restriotion, suspension and

limiting of their immigration. The Bur-
lingame Treaty of 1868 permitted un-
restricted immigration of Chinese sub-
jects to this country. SAMUEL GOMPERS
has taken legal advice on the subject,
and his lawyers, RALSTON & SIDDONS
of Washington, share the belief of
Senator PATTERSON. Their opinion, in
part, is expressed in these words:

" Inasmuch as existing laws are only to be con-
sidered as valld when consistent with treaty obliga-
tions, It becomes lmportant to us to determine
whether from and after Dec. 7, 1904, there will be
any law prohibiting immigration of Chinese labor-
ers into the United States. [n our opinion, the Im-
migration of Chinese laborers from and after the
date glven, China giving the required notice to
terminate the treaty, will be absolutely legal.”

The treaty of 1894 expiring, it is held
that the legislation based upon it—the
only legislation prohibiting the entrance
of Chinese laborers into this country--
will lapse with it. The “regulation,

ignorance, but much more of it must be
attributed to the lack of proper and
sufficient nouriehment for the child-
bearer.

Another of these appalling items is
the fact that 9,485 deaths, or 37 per cent.
of the total number, were of children
under five years of age. A large per-
centage of these is due to infantile tet-
anus, occasioned by unsanitary prac-
tices which are rooted in ignorance and
superstition. The disease is entirely
preventible, and prompt measures are
imperative for the redemption of Porto
Rican child life from this and from other
evils by which it is assailed, and from
which springs this fearful mortality.

The third of these items records the

deaths which are set down under the head |

|

limitation or suspension” of the immigra- |

tion of Chinese laborers under the treaty
of 1880 is the only possible restriction to
be put upon it.

The opposition of the labor unions to
any relaxation of the restrictions now
placed on Chinese labor is as strong now
as in the days of DENNI8 KEARNEY and
the sand lot riots.

The Elcctoral Votes of 1904,

The Electoral votes of the forty-five
States of the Union, under the Appor-
tionment Act of 1900, aggregate 476. A
majority of these necessary to elect a
President is 239 votes.

The Electoral votes of Southern States
which may 8urely be counted for the
Democratio candidate for President
number 151, The States of Delaware
and Maryland, having together 11 Elec-
toral votes, may also be given to the
Democrats with reasonable confidenoce,
making a total of 162 Democratic votes.

To get a majority of the Electoral
votes, 77 more will be required by the
Democrats.

States which may be set down as
doubtful are Connecticut, New Jersey,
New York, Rhode Island, West Virginia,
with an aggregate of 69 Electoral votes.
If New York, with its 39 votes, is carried
by the Democracy, it is possible that
(‘onnecticut, with 7 votes, will go in the
same way, and that New Jersey also will
return to its old Democratic allegiance,
Nor can either Rhode Island or West Vir=
ginia be safely counted for the Repub-
licans.

Even if the Democrats secure the
Electoral votes of all the five States we
have classed as doubtful, they will still
need 8 votes to get the required majority
of the whole number, 239,

It is plain, therefore, that the Demo-
crats cannot elect a President without
securing, in addition, elther in New Eng-
land or the West, 8§ Electoral votes, at
least,

Unless thers comes a political revolu-
tion of the most extensive sort, the Demo-
crats will have no chance of winning any
other of the New England States than
Connecticut and Rhode Island, and they
must get the 8 additional votes required
from some one or from & combination of
these Western and Pacific Coast States:

.10, Nebraskd.wec.covaeinne 8
LB Nevada...oovvnivans
North Dakot®.eesivioes €

Callfornid..oerionieas
Colorado...

1IN01S.ceens .27 | South DakotBieessvenns §
INAIANS s erersovsensssosdB | ONIO cveiivaiiniierias 28
Iowa......

Eansas...

Michigan. .

MINNEOAOLA . .coomesans . 11 | WiSCONSIN . cvanasryios,18
Montena.....ooo.u.vo. .. 81 Wyomtog.ceeoiiuaiie.. 8

It neerls only a glance at these indue
bitable facts of our political federation
to forocast a Presidential campaign for
1804 which will be one of the fiercest in
our history. The Democrats to win will
not only have to make a hard fight to
resume political control of New York,
New Jersey, Connectiout and West Vir-
ginia, but must push the war success-
fully in the West also.

Startling Figures From Porto Rieco.

The recently published report of the
Superior Board of Health of Porto Rico
is not a particularly entertaining volume,
yet it prosents an array of facts and fig-
ures which should be of no small interest
to American readers. The report indi-
cates a persistent and fairly active effort
to improve the general health conditions
of the island by means of laws and regu-
lations, and presents figures of vital
statistics which compel attention.

much better than the records of some of
the worst of the countries of the world,
but it is very much worse than the records
of many of the best. It is, however,
unduly high for a land of such generally
salubrious conditions as Porto Rico, and
the occasion of its excess is shown in the
details of the report.

Out of 25,652 deaths reported in the
island from June 30, 1902, to July 1, 1003,
tuberculosis accounted for 1,443; bron-
chitis for 088, and pneumonia for 631.
Tuberculosis is widely prevalent, as it is
in Cuba and in many other tropical and
sub-tropical lands. Its prevalence in
such regions appears to refute the now
gtrongly supported theory that the dis-
ease is curable by an outdoor life, for
the life of many of these people is little
ghort of being such. But the ravages of
the disease are greatest in thie cities,
where the homes of the poorer people
are dingy and badly ventilated or even
wholly unventilated, quarters in which
too large a tuuwmber of persons are
crowded. Contagion is inevitable,

Heart diseas:. cerebro-gpinal fever
and intestinal disorders account for
others. Deaths from such epidemics as
smallpox, typhoid fever and scarlet
fever were few in number, and the island
has had no yellow fever for six years.

An analysis of the submitted tables
discloses three items which are appalling.
The fact that very nearly 40 per cent. of
all the births on the island are set down
as illegitimate is to be accounted for on
other grounds than those of a general
immorality. For various reasons, mar-
riage by consent has been a common
practice in Porto Rico, as it has in Cuba,
and it cannot be said that any marked
social demoralization has resulted. But
this condition has nothing to do with
the recorded {tem of 1,411 still births, or
6 per cent. of the total registration. S8ome
of this may be accounted for by maternal

|

of “anemiu.” During the year covered

by this report, these numbered 6,708, or |

about 25 per cent. of the total deaths, and
seven-tenths of 1 per cent. of the total
population of the island. In the im-

portant coffee district of Utuado, more |

than half of all the deaths are charged
to ansemia. According to the record,
1.26 per cent. of the entire population of
the district died from anszmia in this
single year. Yellow feversin Cuba, in
its worst days, never showed anything
approaching this record.

In connection with this item, we quote
from the report, on pages 27 and 28:

“ Anmmla, even when It 1s not directly fatal, re-
sults In a conditlon of chronle misery that utterly
Incapacitates the sufferer and rcnders him an easy
prey to any scute disease. It Is most prevalent In
the remote and mountalnous reglons. In some
places almost the entire population 1s ansmlie.
® ¢ ° ]t may boe taken as proved that, in Porto
Rlco, a large proportion of the an®mla 1s due to the
parasitic worm Anchylostomum duodenals, and 1t |8
also oertaln that the disease can be controlled and
possibly eradicated. * * ° Chronlo seml-star-
vation i3 the ordinary oonditlon of the poor In
Porto Rico, and In thelr case the slightest cause of
malnutrition may be auffolant to tum the scale
against them in tho astruggle for existence. It
will be readlly understood that the problem of eon-
quest of this disease presents many difcultles ina
country where poverty of an extreme type is the
lot of the majority, and where the means to afford
medioal assistance are so soaniy. * * * We
have hopes that the next Legislature will rise to
the occaslon and devise some plan to stop the awful
loss of life and to check the propagation of a race
enfeebled by disease in mind and body."”

This official report would seem to in-
dicate an unusual opportunity for some
active medical missionary work in a land
in which we now have a proprietary in-
terest. An annual death list of nearly
7,000 from a disease officially declared
to be capable of control and eradication,
and an annual infant mortality of nearly
10,000, officially declared to be prevent-
ible in many cases, imperatively demand
American attention.

Is the American Man Becoming

Feminized ?

A typical example of the “new woman”® |

seems to be Miss BERTHA LIEBSON, a
young Jewess of the East Side. She is
the feminine leader of the revolt in that
district against the increase in the prices
of rents of tenements and apartments
which has taken place there and gen-

erally in the town, and she has been |

called the “Joan of Arc” of the move-
ment. - Miss I:[BSON is pictured as a
young woman whose face is indicative
of much strength of character, of great
earnestness and of remarkable
lectual acuteness.

These characteristics of Miss LIEBSON
may be sald to distinguish a large part
of the young Jewish women of the East
Side Ghetto. They are very quick in-
tellectually, and when they have been
educated in our public schools these
natural abilitles are developed in a high
degree. Men of affairs not Jews, who
come into contact with them when they
appear as interpreters for their Yiddish
speaking fathers with reference to real
estate transactions, purchases or mort-
gages or what not, relate that they are
greatly impressed by the alert appre-
hension of these young women in the
matters of business involved and by
their power of lucid statement.

They seem to be very remarkable |

young women. In the schools they are
among the cleverest and most assiduous
of the pupils, and when they are thor-
oughly relieved of the East Side dialect,
a compound of Yiddish and of Lnglish
street slang, they are likely to be the
most successful of the graduates of the

Normal College and the Teachers' Train- '

ing School in winning places as public

! school teachers.
The mortality for the island appears !
as 26.8 per 1,000 inhabitants. This is |

The Rev. ANNA SPENCER, in an ad-
dress at the Brooklyn Institute last
Friday, spoke of “Woman's Contribu-
tion to Educational Interests” in this
country and gave statistics from the
last census to prove that it is of chief
importance as compared with that of
man. In the United States there are
three times as many women teachers
as men teachers, said the Rev. Mrs,
SPENCER. She put the number of women
in that employment at half a million,
though eo far as we can find from the
census it is somewhat less. It is great
enough, however, to be very impressive
and to sustain her in contending that
“the soul of democracy” is in the women
teachers of America. This “soul,” how-
ever, according to the majority opinion
expressed in the report of the Mosely
Education Commission, recently in this
country to examine our educational
methods, is8 becoming too feminine for
real strength. All the commissioners
except two are somewhat alarmed by
the growing preponderance of women
teachers.
the consequence is the breeding of femi-
nine rather than masculine qualities in
bovs. It is a debatable question if such
an inculcation of feminine Airtues would
not be for the boys' advantage and for
the advantage of our society generally;
but it is not easy to discover traces of any
such modifying influence. 8o far as
masculine manners go, the tendency
during the last generation seems to have
been to a rudeness not suggestive of
feminine influence.

On the contrary, there seems to have
been a modification in the feminine type
which suggests the greater potency of
masculine influence. Young women of
more fortunate circumstances, so far
as money goes, have become comrades
of men and competitors with them in
field sports, and women generally are
invading largely professions and oococu-
pations formerly confined to men. They

intel- |

Their notion seems to be that |

Y

are coming out of their past seclusion.
They are publio speakers and agitators
like Miss LIEBSON, are leaders of popular
movements, are combined in clubs and
societies and are making themselves
heard everywhere in public life. As
Mrs. SprNeER remarked in Brooklyn,
there are now in the United States more
women preachers than men dressmak-
ers—in 1000 there were of the one 38,378 to
2,090 of the other,

Because of our system of coeducation,
in the opinion of Prof. ARMSTRONG, one
of the Mosely commissioners, “there
is a strange, indefinable feminine air
coming over the men, a tendency toward
a common, if I may call it, a sexless, tone
of tpought." Is it not possible that the
masculine influence over the feminine is
still greater? The experience of this
present generation of American men in
| the victories of war and in the industrial

triumphs of peace does not suggest their
; feminization.

1t is undoubtedly true that the femi-
nine sensibility which recoils from suf-
| fering of o1l kinds, human and in beasts,
| has extended to men in a marked degree
! during the last generation, but that modi-
’ fication i8 not peculiarly American. It
| is a characteristic of this modern time.
Sensitiveness, even supersensitiveness,
distinguishes this period as compared
with past periods, but it is the spirit of
our religion and of modern civilization.
A charge like that made by Prof. ARM-
BTRONG against our men might be made
with equal force against the spirit of
Christianity as it was exemplified in
JESUS.

The illustration from the Ghetto with
which we began may be cited as an ex-
ample of a far more distinguishing feature
of this time, or the new assertion of the
feminine in fields heretofore reserved
for masculine influence exclusively, In-
stead of a “strange, indefinable feminine
air coming over the men,” may it not be
that the modification Prof. ARMSTRONG
seemed to sree was in the women rather
than the men, or that the “strange, in-
definable air” was due more to mascu-
line than to feminine influence?

The view of our society presented by
him is novel enough to provoke discus-
sion. The American man has been ac-
cused of many offences and shortcomings,
but never before have we heard imputed
to him the tendency Prof. ARMSTRONG
thinks he has discovered.

Why This Haste ?

A news despatch announces the ar-
rival in Havana of three members of the
staff of the Spanish Claims Commission.
] The object of their visit is said to be

an investigation of the method employed
in taking testimony in claim cases, with
a view to expediting the proceedings.
| This spasmodic haste is unseemly.
| These claims, arising out of the late
I Cuban revolution, are only a little less
than a hundred years younger than the
now venerable French claims and are
only a few decades more modern than
sundry other claims of record and som-
nolent procedure. They are already
| becoming mellowed by time., The in-
vestigation of them furnishes pleasant
| and not overstrenuous employment for
i a number of our fellow citizens, and the
| claimants have adjusted themselves to
a belief that in the fulness of time their
descendants may derive a modest bene-
i fit. Why disturb this peaceful condition
by agitation and a display of energy?

The Spanish claims amount to only
about $60,000,000, a quarter to a third of
which may possess a measure of validity.
Originally there were 542 claimants. The
' exclusion of the claims of the enlisted

seamen of the Maine cut out 152 of these.
. To one American citizen the sum of $3,000
was awarded for damages to his feelings,
his body and his clothes through Spanish
arrest and imprisonment.

being made, and so long as the commis-
sion can report progress no reason is
apparent for any hasty settlement of the
matter.

A very considerable national economy
can be effected by juggling these claims
along peacefully and gently into the
company of their predecessors. Should
! the mere fact that some of the claimants

need their money and are entitled to it
! ruffle the placidity of the Claims Com-
| mission or stimulate it to hasty action?
The claimants will badead some time, and
then they will not need the money.

The records of the Civil Bervice Commia-
sion show that President McKINLEY au-
thorlzed three appointments in the classi-

fied civil gervice under epecial rules and |

1 8} ecial exceptions, while President RooSE-
VELT has authorized sixty. Inepite of these
| remorreless blowe at the foundations of the
| republie, these per.istent efforts to de-
[ baueh the publie service, the Government
| at Washington still lives. It ig just poseible
| that even without the ranctity of clvil ser-
| vice classification the business of the coun-
try might be carried on.

The mobilization of the army of anglers
hereabouts is now progressing rapidly.
Ihe rod and reel men may beseen in groups
| around their boxts, every captain armed
with a putty knife, a scraper and a paint
brush. There is no lack of superintendents.
| The launches, or “automobile boats,” as
| they are sometimes called, have thelr sum-
| mer coats on, and their proud captains
turn up their noses at sloops and oats with-
out “kickera.”

Early next month the entire flshing fleet
will be in commission, Then the rods and
reels will come up for examination, and
final preparations will be made for the re-
i caption of the beautiful Southern visitors,
the sea trout,

I he coming genson, according to the old
anglers, will be good, A long and rigorous
winter, they say, is always followed by
great runs of fish in these waters. Let us
hope that the prediction may prove to be
gound. May the rods bend! May the lines
whiz, and may the scapnets be frequently
called out for duty!

Proof That the World is Flat.

To TRE EDITon o THE SUN—Sir: The world Is
flat. To prove It, Imagine some one holding a
large ball and imagine yourself standing on the
bottom, with your head dengling in the alr.

NEwW Yorx, April 11, HBIMAN SIMON.

Always Something Doing in Jewell,
' From the Jewell (Kan.) Republican.

Social life never stagnates In Jewell. As soon
as the Mormon eldera lefs, & new batch of life in-
surance agents came along,

The Behinders,
The man behind the gun and desk
We pralse with ringing ohimes!
In fact, we oheer them all except
The man behind the times.

These items | s
] Y served.,
are sufficient to show that progress is | Well deserves
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TALE OF AN EXECUTOR.

Experience of an Amateur Who Ran Up
Against Three States,

To tar EpiTor or THE SUN-Sir: After
forty years of faithful work in one family a
servant died, and of her modest will and tes-
tament I was made executor. Fifteen months
ago the machinery of the law was set in mo-
tion—and itis still creaking. Foraday or two,
when I first undertook to carry out the re-
quest of this old servant as an expression of
her confidence, I must confess to a feeling of
considerable superiority as I shouldered my
course through the small fry of Broadway
and adjacent thoroughfares, wondering if
behind my back the cry was passing: “There
goes the executor!” Since my contact with the
ofMcials in the case, however, I've dropped to
an insignificance compared to which the
vanishing point of an invisible perspective
is a searchlight.

Your readers are requested to follow me to
Jersey, for there my administrative labors
began. The will In question was signed in
New Jersey. Now, when this is the case, a
number of strange things huppen. In the
first place, no matter whether the deceased
has any property in the State, one must
pay a tax on the entire amount wheresoever
found —that is, if he can unearth the official
whose duty it is to flx the amount of the tax.
Personally, I have acquired a bad cuase of
housemaid's knee, praying to him for ten
months to eend in his flgures; and when He
did, and a check for the modest amount was
forwarded to Trenton, I was informed by
the State Treasurer that there was a penalty
for not having settled within a year, and
would I kindly pony up the difference? So
much for Jersey.

In one of the savings banks of New York
city there was a deposit of Inconsiderable
amount. Correspondence was opened with a
gentleman in Albany who apparently died
immediately on receint of the official paperd
in the case, for seasons waxed and waned with
nothing doing.

I swung on the front gate day after day
with my nose flattened against the atinosphere
waiting for the postman, but his merry whistle
was not for me. Moon after moon fllled and
fell away and naught broke the stillness save
the plaintive cooings of the cata that kept
perpetual honeymoon around our humble
dwelling. At last the letter came. The gen-
tleman in Albany had resurrected himselfl
enough to give the information, with many
whereases, that the money was in the bank,
but had not been “appraised!”

Ministers of finance defend us! Appraised!
And it took expert talent some months longer
to pick out of that bank enough that was
legal tender to satisfy my little claim. But
I got it—yes, sir, amid the crash of financial
worlds and the showering of huyseed on the
shoulders of a sobbing board of directors as
they shook their heads in dumb despair, the
money was transferred. It is merely flgura-
tive to say I got it, for after I had been swear-
ing to papers until T was hoarse in the face
the. money com{\lcmly disappeared untif
ane day it found {ts way to my account, less
the New York tax.

Meantime I had also tackled Massachusetts
where a small deposit mentioned in the will
Instantly aroused the suspicions of the pro-
tective elements of the entire State. he
programme was varied because a sewing
machine had crept into the will, and the
muils were clogeed and wires were kept hot
in the effort to discover its taxable value, The
machine had been working overtime for
twenty-five yvears and had cost originally
$18.50. I want to testify with gratitude, how-
ever, to the fact that Massachusetts, to her
everlusting glory, permitted the machine
to "ro through” and taxed me only on the
cold hird cash held within vaults under her
jurisdiction. Then, as I say, enine the Jersey
tax on evervthing in gight, although tribute
had been already pald on the same sums to
Massachusetts and New York,

I have not vet been lecally “released.”
Can you tell me, sir, whether in order to do
this I must address President Roosevelt?

And, again, would you not gay I may reason-

ably hue to my bosom the comfort of know-
Ing that I have had a generous hand in keep-
ing threa struegling States of this great
Union out of the poorhouse?
. GrORGE M. 8, HORTON.
NEW Yorg, April 11.

Good Wishes for Mr. Payne and the Con-
stitatlon.

To THE Epttor oF THE StN-—Sir: A hum-
ble but real citizen of this rapublic, I protest
against the use by Postmaster-tieneral Payne,
Mrs. Payne, his niece and a physician, of the
cutter Onondaga on a sea trip for the benefit
of Mr. Payne's health.

By the same token and availlng myself of
A exnstitutional privilege, T protest against
the uxe of any Government vessel by the
Fxecutive or members of his family for pur-
pores not offleial

May the Postmaster-(ieneral speedily
regain his health and may the (Constitution
survive this ern N. M B.

NEw YoRrg, April 10

The Brooklyn Schools and Fire Alarms,

To Tne FDITOR OoF THE SUN-Sir' The trihute
contalned In your editorial column to the fine dls-
eipline of the school chlldren, as evidenced by thelr
passing so successfully through the fire drllls, s
At the fire In School 32, In Brook-
Iyn, a month ago, the children d!d just as well as
they did at the Mdgecombe avenue school.

It 1s a plty that other departinents of the clty
government do not make as great an efiort to render
our schools and the children thereln safe in case of
fire. To clte an Instance of the latier neglect, I
would polint to the fact that ouly 4 out of 130 schools
in the Borough of Brooklyn are connected directly
with the fire alarm telegraph system, In case of a
fire In the unconnected schoole, the passerby or
somebody In the school would have 1o run some
distance to a firebox after geiting a fire key (o send
in an alarm. Much valuable time may be lost and
in case of a sudden blaze a panle 1s possible which
might be allayed or prevented If a body of tralned
men could be summoned quickly.

Efforts to get the Hroollyn schools conneoted
with the Nre slarm telegraph have been made on
the part of the Board of Lducatlcn for the last
three years. It has asked for an appropriation of
$0%,000 to make these connections. ‘The two pre-
vious yvears this Las been dlsallowed entirely, This
vear the pltiful sum of $1,00 was appropristed by
the Hoard of P'sthinate, In view of the terrible
results at the Iroquols Theatre fire, 1 do not be-
lleve thet any cne of (he members of the PBoard of
Estimate should hesiiste & moment about thils
appropriation, I1f:ny of them have chilldren who
attend the publle schools they should be ashamed
to have It go on record that they have refuyed—
an appropriation of §1,000 1s In effect a refusal—
to connect the schools with the fire department.

1 might add that the schools In Manhattan bor-
ough are eil connected and the request for the
connectlon of the Brooklyn schools is merely an
eflort to get all the schools put on the same besls.

BroogLYN, April 0, r. G.

A Defence of All Angels’ Rule.

To THE LDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: The rector
of All Augels' Church certalnly needs no defence
before hls own cougregation as to his action on
Fasier Sunday morniug In advising inteading
communlioants, many of them entire straugers,
bow to proceed in orderly arrangemeat to tie
altar rall, but as a correspondont In to-day's Issue
of your valued and far-reachiug paper has scen fit
10 spread before the woill In hersh and unbecom-
ing language his one-man criticlsm, 1 venture to
subinit the protest of one of those strangers who,
having worshipped only once or twice at All Angels'
Church, was led by the attractiveness of that ser-
vice and beauty of an edifiee sccoud to none ln Man-
hattan (o bls humble oplolon) to make an early
start from brooklya to eanable him to be prescent
in due seasou, and It seemed to him thet the ap-
propriatencss of the rector’'s remarks was entirely
borie out by the exceedingly orderly and prompt
manner in which & very numerous and devout con-
gregation, directed In a perfectly decorous way by
the courteous aud eiliclent ushers, partook of that
elevating sccrameat. FOWARD H. GRAY.

DROOELYN, April 11,

Some Boom Timber.

Sometimes 1t's very gauzy, eihereal and lighs,
Erected llke a gas balloon to sall;

Somutinies 1t goes a-floating as gally as a kite,
With bombast for @ ballast and a tall.

Sometimes It's very mullsh with not a word to say,
As dull and unresponsive as a clam:

Sometimes IV's very stupid, somcilmes It's very gay,
Somcthmes 1L shakes you with a flabby palm,

Sometimes 1t's loudly spoken, grandlloquent and
blufl;
Sometlmes it 1a collapsiblo and flat;
Sometimes it's smooth as satin—sometimes It's
mighty rough
As It Jars the patient ether through Its hat,

It 1s the same old boomlet, no matter whenoce fa
birth—
A Barkis who 1s walting for a strike;
Ah! when it has boen punctured, there's nothing,
here on earth
Like a busted boomlet hiking dowa the pike
HoBACK-BETMOUA KRLIEN.

THE CATALOGUE HOU_’I&

The West, South and Southwest are now
the ecenes of an increasingly active oon-
flict between the old commercial system
of reaching oonsumers through jobbing
houses which buy from manufacturers and
gell to retailers, and the new and rapidly
extending system of direct sales to con-
sumers by “catalogue houses” which buy
direct from manufacturers. The new sys-
tem operates to some extent throughout
the entire country, but has not yet found
such footing in the East as it has obtained
in the West.

Not a few jobbers and retailers are be-
coming seriously alarmed about this conr-
paratively new form of competition. In
many lines, staple and otherwise, they are
being undersold. The catalogue house buys
in large quantities at jobbing prices, if not
better, and in many cases is able to under-
gell the retailer in that area which the re-
tailer regards as his own sphere of influence.
This reacts on the sales of the established
jobber, and both are now beginning to feel
that they must soon fight for their exist-
ence.

How widely the catalogue system of re-
tail sales may become operative remains
to beseen, So do the results of its manifest
advantagesa and equally manifest disad-
vantages. The rural store is in itgelf A small
department store. It lives and profits by
the supply of everything needed in a rural
community; tools, food, clothing, and all
the endleas miscellany of the familiar coun-
try institution. It cannot live on the sales
of a few special lines. In many items the
catalogue house offers the country cus-
tomer staple and other wares at about the
same price that the country merchant pays
the jobber from whom he buys them.

The proceas affects also the merchant
in towns where lines of merchandite are
specialized. The hardware man suffers, the
boot and ghoe man suffers, and the local
milliner falls also under the evil spell. The
farmer and his wife, the artisan and his

family, have perhaps one and perhaps |

geveral voluminous illustrated catalogues
quoting prices of all sorts and kinds of
things needed for use or for personal wear.
A cash remittance for the relected articles
brings them promptly by mail or by ex-
press, and a few cents, dimes, or dellars
are eaved by the system. The farmer buys
a plough, his wife buys a new churn or a
dress pattern, the son buys a shotgun, the
daughter buys a new spring hat, the hired
man buys a jackknife, and the hired girl a
new ribbon for her hair. All come from the
same place, and the selection is made in a
family conference and disoussion.

The system has its marked advantages
in convenience and in economy. Its broader
results are difficult to forecast.

From Hill te Odell.

From the Wall Street Journal.

In the past forty years—to go back no
further than 1885—there have been seven
changes in the political control of the State
of New York,

From 1865 to 1809 there was a Republican

4

Governor, Reuben E. Fenton, serving two |
terms.

From 180690 to 1873 there was a Democratio
Governor, John T. Hoffrman, serving two
terms,

From 1873 to 1875 there was a Republican
Governor, John A, Dix, serving one term.

From 1875 to 183) there were two Demo-
cratic Governors, Tilden and Robinson,

I'rom 1880 to 1883 there wus one Republican
Governor, A. B. Cornell.

From 1883 to 1895 there were three Demo-
cratic Governorg, Cleveland, Hill and Flower.

From 1895 to 1905 there have been four Re-
publican Governors, Morton, Black, Roose-
velt and Odell.

It may be noted that during much of the
time the Democrats were in control of the
Governorship the Repfiblicans ruled the
Leglslature, and thus exercised a power of
check upon the Democratic Executive adinin-
{stration. But during the past nine years—
going on ten—the Republicans have been in
control of both Qovernor and Legislature,
This is the longest continuous lease of power
by one party in this State in a century.

With conditions as they are in the Btate
of New York, this is too long a period for one
party to remuin in control. Long continu-
ance in power breeds corruption.

After twelve years of power, from 1883 to
1895, the Democratic party, even though its
control of the State was not complete, as the
Legislature much of the time was Repub-
lican, finally became intolerable to the people.
The party that in 1882 elected and supportod
Cleveland so far degenerated that, under
the lewdership of Hill, it stole a Legislature,
put Maynard into the Court of Appeala and
so eutraged public opition that, although
Flower had in 1891 been elected by 48,000
plurality, Hill was in 1884 defeated by 156,000,

Neuarly ten years of unlimited Republican
rule in thiz Stute has developed a situation
that searns to foreshadow another revolution
like that which In 1804 drove the Democrats
fromn power. Republican rule has become
Republican misrule, There has not been in
yeurs such a shameful Leglslature as that
which is row in session, We have not had
fn years a Governor who has been as indif-
ferent to an enlightened public opinion as
Odell.

Boys and the Navy.

To THE BDTTOR OF THE S8UN—Sir; [ have & son
10 years old, and 1 am of the opinion that his beast
intcrest (and the famlly's) would be served by
hls entertug the United States navy. He Is strong
and Intclilgent, but very self-willed, and, 1 am
sure, could not keep a position, owlug to hls too
impulsive love of sports, baseball, football, baskes-
ball and what not. I trled to Induce him to take
my advice about entering the navy, but he W8
agalnst 1t.

Now, a3 the Governnment is badly In need of good
material, which my boy would no doubt beleng to
aud as there may be hundreds of simllar cuw:
would It not be In your proviuce to publish one of
your lucld arMcles showing the boys the advantage
of navy life? A JERSEY FATHER.

HOBOREN, N. J,, April 8,

Your son, as you deseribe him, is eligible
for enlistment as an apprentice in the navy.
A boy to be enlisted must be at least 16 years
of age, of & height not less than 6 feet 1 inch,
weigh not less than 90 pounds and have a
chest meazurcment not less than 28 inches.
He must sign voluntarily an agreement to
serve in the navy till he 18 21 years old, En-
listrnents may be made at the Brooklyn,
Boaton and League Island navy yards, on
the ehip Constitution at New York, on the
I’ensacola at San Francisco and at the naval
recruiting station at Chicago,

Navy life, unquestionably, has great ade
vantagos (or boys in thediscipline it glves them.,
None could be better; but that discipline,
with the confineinent which life-on shipboard
involves, may bocome distasteful to a boy,
80 that desertions among them are frequent,
The number of apprentices who continue in
the service after their first term of enlistment
is over, or after thelr majority, 1S not large
relatively,

Rathbone.

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN~Sir: It seems to
nie that the proper disposition of the Rathbone
trouble would be for him to obtaln a vindication
from the Cuban Republic. As I understand the
matter, he was acoused of violating a Cuban law,
and after a trial was convicted and, while under-
golng punishment, became subject to a pardom
under an amnesty proclamation by the President
of Cuba.

Why should he be making trouble in the United
States, and demanding a rehearing here, when
the crime, If any, was committed in Cuba! Lat
him return to Cuba and obtaln a rehearing, even i1
he is obliged to ask the good ofices of this nation
to obtain It, and shen, armed with his vindication,
he can resurn to his native land and obtaln what
be s0 much desires here.

It Gen. Wood was she cause of his convictien
and he can clearly show that that convietion was
tiregular and unjust the peopls of tuls eountry
will do Lim the fustice for which he cla!ms to be
seeking.

Al present he seems L0 be, In the expressive

language of the old hunt ‘l:::nn‘ up sthe wron
tree.” ".V Buamy Kixwsx. o
Proviomxcs, R. L, Aprfl 11,

THE BROADER RACE QUESTIqy
A Southern Editor Who Deems the Negro
Superler to the Japanese,

To THE EDITOR OF THE BUN-Sir: yq,
contributor “Orientalist” seems, like nm.:
Englishmen, to shiver at the thought of Ru:
slan_expansion. While agreeing with hin, s
to the value to the world of English chvilie
zation, one might ask if it is fair to supposa
that the only hope for English civilization i
the throttling of Russia by interposing oh.

stacles to her further progress,

Would it not be fairer to let the two cjyj|.
izations run the race side by side on the 8atle
ground and the better win? The vigy LYY
been held in England for more than a «-er;!l{,\.
and with particular force for hilf a centypy
that the bottling of Russia wus a necessity for
England. This view has made stranga haj.
fellows, to say the least. It accounts for the
Bultan's continued presence in Europe, whey
bg all the rules he should have been geny
about his business years aro,

Americans cannot be blind to the wonder.
ful aggressiveness of Russian civilization n

Siberia and the dirm hold it has tuken of that
region, wresting from steppe and inhospititla
mountain ranges homes tor a busy and hapyy

eople. Russin's fitness is proved by the

act of har occupancy for 8o long a tine unde
such conditions,

Whatever be the result of the war tand the
daps appear to have somethiug of u propg.
sition, to say the least) Russin is goimg o tha
Pacifie because she wikhies to go and bieey

it is right that she should go: and an ice-fren

ort will be the least she will dennnd g
ave.

Now, if English civilization he buiit ypon
an enduring foundation, why do the Lnglish
fear to meet Russia on the open fleld of -
petition, in the arena of the world's trader |
am sn admirer of the English anud am of their

blood, but hera in the South there has Leoy
held 1rom a tinie whonce record runs o do-
trine that the question of rice is supreme
and {f there be anything in that then the lje
must be drawn on the Japs as “ell s o
the negroes. Southern people who [1sst
upon' racial purity oust insist that the
and the Chinamuan be kept outside the p,
for the menace of the negro is nothing o

ared with the menace of these races y ,'x'.
wmve lived withont a conception of iorkls
from the dawn of their history and who,

cording to the best ethnologists, are phive-
cally incapuable of amalgamuting with the

white races, even if that were conceivilile

LI

If Eogland wishes to pit herself :
Russia, none can say her nay; but th
wheu it comes ought to be a man's fleht
such puerile efforts as England has nia
prevent Russia from getting into the world
through a commodious, ice-iree port ourit
to merit contempt from right thinking people
the world over.

Personally, if vou will permit the assor.
tion, I beliecve the negro incomparably su-
perior to the Jap in everything but oppor-
tunity, and itis my firm conviction that wirth
the same chunces the negro would in every-
thing. surpass the Jap At the senie tine |
am opposed to the negro having any voice
in the Government of the United Stites
now or at any other time. The question of
race {s supreme.

For thess and other reasons, the utter de-
feat and destruction of Japan ar a nation
would be in the highest sense gratifying to
me. It would remove n menace to the civiliza-
tion of the entire world. 1 expect to see this
done effectually, despite their boasting and
their preliminary succeas.

James HENRY RicR, JR,
Editor of the Ficld.
CoNxway, 8. C., April 9.

Stay at Home Clubs in Kentucky.

To TEE EpiTor or Tur S8vN-—Sir: Under
such a man as President McKinley there was
a good chance to swing Kentucky and other
Southern States into the Republican column,
Kentucky had a Republican Governor (Brad-
ley) not so many years ago. Under the
“bronco busting” methods of Theodore
Roosevelt and the horde of officeholders of
his Administration in this and other Btates,
everything is planned and arranged to keep
a tight hold on the fat of patronage without
regard to common honesty, decency or the
rights of the people. Under the shameful
conditions now prevailing, which are ex-
pected to continue to prevail under the wing
and authority of the Administration, a very
large number of Republicans are already de-
ciding to join the “Stay at Home Club* and
refrain from voting at the next Presidential
election. This, of course, if Theodore Roose-
velt is the Republican nominee. The “Btay
at Home” Republicans will cut a very large
flgure in the election. D. BooNnE.

CoviNGgToN, Ky., April 0.

What Herbert Spencer Thought of Hemer and
of John Ruskin.
Egtracts from the Aulablography in the London Témes.
My feeling was well shown when, some twenty
years ago, I took up a translation of the “INad” for
the purpose of studying the superstitions of the
early Greeks, and, after reading some slx books,
felt what a task it would be to go on~felt thatl
would rather glve a large sum than read %o the end.
Passing over Its tedlous enumerations of detalls of
dresses and arma, of chariota and horses, of blows
glven and recelved, filling page after page—say-
ing nothing of the boyish practice of repeating
descriptive names, such 8s well-greaved Greeks,
long-balred Acherans, horse-breaking Trojans, and
so forth (epithets which when not relevans to the
issue are Injurlous); passing over, too, the many
absurdities, such as glving the genealogy of a horse
while In the midst of a battle: and not objecting
that the subject ma\ter @ppeals oconsnually to
brital passions and the Instincts of the savage: 1y
suMces to say that to me the ceaseless repotition
of battles aad speeches is Intolerable. Even did
the 1dcas -presented ralse plsasurable feelings, a
lack of sufficlently broad contrasts tn masier sad
manner would repel me.

e—

When, some yearas bafose, Shems appes
“Modern Palnters” by My. Ruskin, 1 was dell
to find in him one who dazed to express unfavore
eble opinions sbout some of Rapbaot® works; fof
then aa plweys 1 stood alone In insisting on thé
various faults of these, asof mosy other palntings
by the old masters. Nasurally, therefole, Whes
thero came %0 the Hoonomiss his Jusy lagued "Stones
of Venlice,” 1 opened it with rsised
On looking at the {lusgrations, bovww.:na 2
ing the adjacent text, 1 presently found myself
called upon to admtve a plece of work which seemed
to me sheer barbartam. My falth in My, Ruskiny
Jjudgment wes a3 once destroyed: and thereafier
I pald no further attention to his writings than was
implicd by reading porsions quoted in reviews or
elsewhere. These, Jolned with purrens siatements
ehout his sayings and dotugs, suficiently justified
the opinlon 1 had formed. Doubtless, he has a fine
style, writes passages of great eloquence, and here
end there expresses truths; but thas one who hes
written and uttered suoh multitudinous absurdities
should have acquired so great an influsnoe 14 to mo
both surprising and diaheartening.

Gus Was With Them.

From the Kansas City Journal,

The election of Gus Romasser as Mayor o Mary-
ville recalls an ineldent that happened several
years ago when he was running for Alderman. The
burning issue in Maryville municipal politics then
was what waa knowa a3 the “oow question.” It
was proposed to pass an ordinance requiring the
owners of live stook ta keep thelr beasts from ruo-
ning at large. The proposition was strongly com-
bated by mauny of the awners of theaforesald beasts
There was doubt as to how Mr. Romasser stood on
this most Imporiant Question. One morning &
rather greasy looking delegation walted upon him
at hisastore, and &s soon as the merchant gotthrough
walting on & customer the spokesman approacled
him and sald: “Gua, we has oome in o see LOW
you stand oa this here cow question.” It was a
trying moment. Mr. Romasser didn't know whet
his visitors wanted him to say, and his answer
might defeat or elect him. After a moments
hesitation and refleotlan, he Mid his hand connd-
ingly on the spokeaman's arm, and sald: "Dboys
I'm with you." The delegation filcd out satisied,
and Homasser was triumphantly elected. lHe
doesn't know yet how his wialtors themselves stood
on the cow questlon.

He Is Ready for tho Tess.

From the Asansa Oonstitution.

“Dis 1s do snake seasom,” aaid the oid Geergis
darky, “en de sayln' 1s dat ef you swallers & quart
er whiskey w'en & snake bites you de snske’ll die
en you go free. But dar's a question dat comes
io righs dar.”

“And what s thatt™

“] well knows whar plenty er snskes ls. bl
—whar 15 1 gwine git de whiskey?

Bride Never 8aw EBridegroom Untfl He Came,
to Wed.,

From the Topeka Capftal, .

The marriage of Miss Belva Lookwood Davis

Wahoo, Neb., and Melvin A, Hathaway of Arkansd
Clity, Ean., March 23 ended a novel and roms?

ocourtship. The bride had never seen tho bri:'

groom until he oame to clalm her hand. She 7%
heard of bln as & falthful ccmrade of har broth*
who died In the Phillppines. Thelr courtsulj
engagomentawas ontirely through corresponder ¢

Qpportunity of the Old Shoe Family
There was an old woman who lived tn & 8o’
bad so many ohildren she d!dn’'t know what to
“That i easy,” they oried, “you ahould w'
the President and get & beautiful better soyiic 9
s de-c-o-lighted =




