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No Parker Platform Yet,

! Ten so-called “declarations upon the
national issues of the hour” appear in
the platform adopted night before last
at Albany. Wa suppose they are in-
tended for honest scrutiny. If they are
not intended to undergo the color test,
their pretentious annunciation was a
piece of humbug insulting alike to the
people and to the convention's honor-
able candidate.

For the purpose of analygis we select
those three of the ten “declarations”
which, . considered together, seem su-
perficially to answer most closely to the
description in the preamble; namely,
that of a specific and actual national
issuie. In grouping the three declara-
tiong, we disturb the order in which they
were originally presegyted:

“& The malintenance of State rights and honie

':'rule. no centrallzatlon.”

“ 5. Opposition to trusts and combiuations that
oppress the people and stifla healthy Industrial

Ecompetition.”

': “ 4. Corporations chartered by the State must be

“'subject to just regulation by the State in the lnter-
ests of the people.”

iy The maintenance of State rights and

“home rule and resistance to centraliza-

tion are among the fundamental doc-

~trines and traditional duties of the Demo-

icratic party. No true Democrat hasever

'questioned them; not even when the
author of this same platform sought two
yvears ago in another platform of his own
composition to proclaim as a Demo-
cratic principle the Federal acquisition,
by the right of eminent domain, and
the Federal occupation and operation
of anthracite coal mines within State
boundaries.

Opposition to trusts and combinations
that oppress the people and stifle healthy
industrial competition is a commonplace
of universal fact. The opposition exists
everywhere. [t is as old as the common
law. [t is not a national issue. The
national issue is about the authority
which shall be invoked against such
oppression. This national issue has been
presented squarely by President ROOSE-
VELT in his repeated demands for the
subjection of business in the States to
Federal control, even if an amendment
of the United States Constitution ba
necessary for that purpose.

What does “national issue” Number 5
in the Hill platform mean? Does it mean
resistance to, or acquiescence in the
extension of Federal power over busi-
ness? If it means resistance, why does
it not gay so? If it means acquiescence
in Mr. RoosEVELT'S call for a change of
attitude toward property, why does the
declaration in Number 8 insist on the
maintenance of State rights and de-
nounce centralization?

The remarkable declaration num-
bered 4 throws no light on these ques-
tions, It merely adds tothe intellectual
confusion. Corporations chartered by
the State are already subject to just
regulation by the State in the interest of
the people. All corporations are State
ohartered corporations., If there were
any issue as to their further regulation
by the State, that would be a State issue,
not a national issue, as this is here
labelled. The question of preventing
by State regulation the oppression of the
people by trusts or combinations, and
the stifling of healthy competition,
would belong to another category of
issues, those concerning which the pres-
ent platform expressly postpones any
party deliverance until the fall conven-
tion. ‘

What doees Number 8 mean, as a na-
tional issue, in connection with Number
52 What does Number 4 mean, ‘alone or
along with the others?

What we have said of the three selected

- samples is generally true of the whole
-decalogue, as the most cursory examina-
tion of its items will show,

For this picayune nonsense, this jum-

. bleof unrelated, inconsistent and evasive
phrases that say nothing while attempt-
ing to seem to say much, these outgivings
of the emall cunning of a cowardly and
conscienceless mind, the Hon. ALTON B.
PARKER cannot fairly be held responsible
in the remotest degree. ‘It falls upon
him as a momentary misfortune inci-
dental to the Hon. Davip B. HILL'S own
iittle retail business. Judge PARKER, if
he is the man of the hour, will write his
own platform in the form and at the time
which his sense of propriety suggests,
and by his own utterances he will ba
iudged by all candid persons.

Russia Moves in Central Asia.

Notwithstanding the extent to which
the Russian Government's attention is
engaged in the far east of Asia, it finds
time to attend to its interests elsewhere,
I'he Governor of Russian Turkestan,
Gen, IVANOFF, has issued a proclama-
tion warning the population to remain
quiet in the event of the troops being
removed from the garrisons to the fron-
tiers of Ferghana in the direction of the
I'am:rs and Kashgar.

It i8 rumored that this step has been
iaken in connection with the intended
despatch of an expedition to Yarkand,
in Chinese Turkestan. This place is the
starting point of at least three trade
routes across the Hindu Khoosh into
Kashtuir, and well on the road into north-
western Tibet.  Transport and supplies
were already being collected and sent
10 the eastern frontier of Ferghana, and
detachments of troops had be n moved:
fut their destination was not stated.

In India these movements were not
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unexpected, but it was not believed that
they would amount to more than a
demonstration; though in some quar-
ters it was thought to be the beginning
of an effective occupation of Chinese
Turkestan right up to the Kuen-lun
range on the north of Tibet.

From Afghanistan there has come a
report that the Russian Government had
proposed to the Amir to exchange a part
of his territory between Kirkee on the
Oxus and Akhchee on the road between
Balkh and Maimane, for a tract of fertile
country on the side of Badakshan in the
northeast. This and the propoeition
of the British Government for the im-
mediate settlement of the Swat valley
and Mohmund frontier had been sub-
mitted to a meeting of representatives
of the frontier tribes, and they had de-
clared against both, asking that arms
might be given them to resist any at-
tempt to enter their country.

A copy of their reply is said to
have been sent to the British Govern-
ment, and it is taken as a sign that the
Amir does not desire any settlement at
present. The object is to avoid having
to give modern breech-loading rifles
to the tribesmen, the Amir fearing that
they might be improperly used and cause
trouble.

The Sundry Civil Bl

The Sundry Civil Appropriation bill,
which is now before the Senate, carries
appropriations aggregating $59,102,400.15
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1805,
or $25,400,000 less than the amount ap-
propriated for the current year. The
bill for next year as passed by the House
appropriated $56,248,306.11. The Senate
added $2,854,094.04 to this total in items
providing increases for public buildings,
engraving and printing, the lighthoute
service, an office building for the use
of the Senators, and a score of other
expenditures, The rapid growth of
Governmental expenditures is illustrated
in striking fashion in a table prepared
by Senator ALLISON to accompany the
report on the bill, which gives these
figures of the appropriations made in
the sundry civil acts since 1890:

Year. Amount. | Year, Amaount.
1801 c0uenis $20,788,2%2.22 | 1808 .. ... .. $53,611,783.58
1592 .. 87,410,808.90 | 1590 .. .. 48,400,212.26
1803. .. .. Lo 27,665,076.93 | 1900 ., . 45,385,030.58
1904........ 41,716,311 .15 [ 1001 .. ... ..., 65,310,015.45
1505 . 84,258.775.55 | 1902 01,795,008.21
1596 . 46,568,160.40 | 1008 60,163,359.13
1807 33,000.710.19 | 1004 .. . 82,472,300.10

In each of these years except 1881 the
Sundry Civil act has carried an appropri-
ation for river and harbor work under
the contract system, and the total ex-
penditure on such contracts has been
$127,076,171. In 1808 the bill carried
$543,000 for such work not under the
contract system, so that the total river
and harbor appropriations made in the
fourteen years under this heading were
$127,619,261.71. This year Congress has
made a poor mouth, and every member
has been perfectly willing to cut the
other fellow's item to the bone. But
in spite of this, the amount of the ap-
propriations is greater than in nine of
the preceding fourteen years and double
the amount in the bill of 1891.

The appropriations are so great in
amount that the figures really convey
no adequate idea to the minds of the bulk
of the population. Most Americans do
not think in millions. However, the
figures mean a vast sum even to the least
educated mind; and it is comforting to
know that the money to pay the appro-
priation is to be collected from a nation
that, according to Dr. WILEY, the pure
food man, is 14,000 miles long, 7,000 miles
wide and weighs twenty-five billion
trillion pounds.

Canada and the Massachusetts Plate
form.

In the platform prepared for the
Massachusetts Republican State con-
vention there is an assertion that “Reci-
procity with Canada is a mere phrase
until the concessions offered on one side
and demanded on the other are stated
in detail.” This statement is not alto-
gether a happy form of expression under
the circumstances.

Beyond any doubt, there is an increas-
ing sentiment in the United States for
larger and closer trade relations with our
northern neighbor. Along with that there
runs a general idea that such an arrange-
ment would be the making of Canada, as
well as an excellent thing for us. New
England and Detroit are particularly ac-
tive centres of a reciprocity, movement.
Both want a wider border market, and
both are looking primarily to their
own material advantage. In the optnion
that reciprocity would be the making of
(Canada, the Canadians are not disposed
to concur. They look over the record of
recent years and reach the warranted
conclusion that in the matter of making

a friendly conference, a discussion of con-
ditions and aneffort to reach conclusions
which shall be mutually satisfactory and
mutually advantageous.

Were we dealing with England, France,
Russia or Giermany, it is certain that
Secretary HAay would avoid the use of a
phrase referring quite so bluntly to
offers and demands. The words might
have much the same meaning, but he
would seek to avoid any possible offence
or irritation and speak of proposals and
desires. Only in a similar manner can
("anada be approached to-day. If we
would deal with her we must do &>
diplomatically, as one group of busines
men dealing with another group, its
equals in national pride and in personal
self-respect.

(‘anada is not asking or seeking reci-
procity with the T'nited States. Such a
measure is rarely referred to in the
Dominion. So far as any movement at
all is on foot looking to such an end, it
is on our side of the line. Unless the
United States can make some proposal
or “offer some concession” which Cana-
dians shall regard as distinctly to their
advantage, it is doubtful if any direct
negotiations can be opened until the
scheme of Mr. CHAMBERLAIN i8 more
fully determined. But either official
Canada or commercial Canada i8 quite
ready at any and at all times to under-
take a businesslike discussion of matters
relating to her interests, in which it shall
be clearly evident that there is something
for Canada as well as for the United
States. Any overtures must now come
from our gide. They must be presented
with businesslike diplomacy. The Do-
minion will offer no concessions and will
listen to no demands.

As business man to business man,
seeking mutual benefita and mutual
advantages, Canada will meet us half
way, but no more. That benefita and
advantages in a reciprocal arrange-
ment with the Dominion are mutual
and in no way one sided, is obvious to
any one who is familiar with Canadian
conditions. That a free exchange of all
natural and manufactured products of
both countries would be of great ad-
vantage to both is as certain as it is that
benefit. accrues from our own free inter-
gtate trade.

The Era of the Torpedo.

C'ol. W. C. CHURCH, speaking before the
Congregational Club on Monday evening
of the lessons taught by the war in the
Far East, referred to the profound, the
revolutionary consequences likely to
come from the successful use of the tor-
pedo by the Japanese.

The sinking of the Petropavlovsk, he
said, demonstrated the “utter helplesa-

' ness of the ironclad as a factor in a sea

|

a country they are doing very well with .

no more of American assistance than that
which comes over the border to take ad-
vantage of conditions which are made
in Canada and which are made by
Canadiahg.

There i) on our side of the line, a
tendency to forget or to ignore the fact
that the Canadians are very much the
same manner of men that we are. They

are proud of their country and believe |

inits future. They ask no favors. There
is even a considerable measure of offence
across the border because of the ex-
perience which they have encountered,
when in earlier and less prosperous days
they have come to Washington with ten-
tative proposals for reciprocity. Be-
cause Canada has not developed as rap-
idly as the United States, and because
until recent years she lay industrially
dormant, an idea has arisen of her help-
lessness and inferiority. The Canadians
may not number 80 many people as we
do, but their heads are to-day carried
just as high as ours. It is a question
whether, just now, they are not even a
little higher.

The objection to the Massachusetts
phrase is its implication that an interna-
tional arrangement is to be effected by
a series of offers of and demands for
concessions between the parties to the
transaction. All business contracts and
arguments may be, in point of fact, the
outoome of precisely such a prooeeding,

—
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fight”; and he called attention to the
prediction made many years ago by
Capt. ErR1cssoN of Monitor fame, that
the day of the heavily armored battle-
ship was coming to an end and that
money spent on that type of war vessel
wotld be wasted.

This remark was made by the great
engineer after he had turned his atten~
tion from the monitor system of naval
construction to the study of the torpedo,
of submarine attack, and to the devising
of a submarine gun. He had come to
look on the ironclad and the existing
method of naval warfare generally as

{ only a stage in naval development soon

to be succeeded by a system of subma-
rine attack which would completely
revolutionize the whole and introduce a
new era in war at sea. The monitor, he
believed, had served its purpose for the
time being, but it was destined to give
way before the new method of attack.
Since Capt. ERICS8SON reached that
conclusion, however, the building of the
ironclad has gone on at a rate for which
there was no precedent in his time. That
type of veasel has engaged the attention
of naval constructors and inventors
throughout civilization as the prime
engine of war on the sea. Its cost has
been increased enormously, every addi-
tion dictated by modern science and dis-
covery has been utilized to multiply its
offensive power, its armor has been in-
creased in thickness and its guns have
been made of far greater potency. The
battleship as it is now, the most impres-
sive, the most majestic naval construc-
tion ever put on the water, has been

| developed.

Meantime there has proceeded a de-
velopment of the torpedo and of methods
of submarine attack generally which
has gone far beyond the experiments
made by Capt. ERIg8SON, though not fur-
ther than his engineering genius per-
ceived it must reach. The conservatism
of the professional naval opinion in
Western civilization, naturally averse
always to innovations so revolutionary,
was disposed to look askance at the new
instrument. In our war with Spain it
played a part which was not of pivotal
importance. Before that war a power-
ful party in the navy, if not the prevail-
ing professional judgment, regarded
coldly or with positive disfavor a proj-
ect for the building of torpedo boats
a3 a main naval reliance, and in the
bureaus of the Navy Department the
suggestion was looked on as savoring of
whimsicality. The great battleship, so
impressive and apparently so impreg-
nable, appealed to that sentiment as a
sort of finality in naval construction.
Since the Spanish war the vast bulk of
appropriations by Congress for the in-
crease of the navy has been for these
majestic ironclads, and not in this coun-
try alone has this policy been adopted.
England, Germany and Russia have
lavished money on the construction of
enormous battleships, though France
may be said to have given somewhat
more attention to the development of
the torpedo boat and to experiments
with torpedoes.

Japan, however, as we have before
remarked, had no naval traditions and
prejudices to preserve or escape from,
and accordingly it gave first considera-
tion of the method of assault by the tor-
pedo. The consequences at Port Arthur
have been amazing to the old navies of
the West, and at last the torpedo has
taken an assured place as the prime
instrument. of naval warfare. Capt,
ERIC8SON'S prediction that the ironoclad
battleship would pass away, as demon-

but it is customary to express the opera- | strably the easy prey of the torpedo,
tion in more ¢iplomatic terms. There is | seems at last to be justified -or, at least,
Al
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we may now be on the eve of ita com-
plete justification.

Naturally, such a prospect is painful
to naval observers throughout our West-~
ern civilization. If the era of the torpedo
ik now to come in, naval warfare and
even naval organization will be radically
transformed, and great contests at sea
between majestic vessels will be at an
end,

Three Facts,

The present revival of Democratic
hope throughout New York originated
not in the Hill campaign of 1902, when
even BENJAMIN B. ODELL, Jr., beat HILL'S
candidate CoLer and HILL's socialistic
coal platform by 8,803 votes, but in
CHARLES F. MURPHY'S municipal cam-
paign last year. That victory is what
awakened the up-State Democrats.

The nine counties whose delegates
voted solidly with MURrHY and against
HiuLat Albany on Monday gave in the
last State election for Governor a net
Democratic plurality of 83,449. The
forty-six counties which voted solidly
with HrLL were, with three exceptions,
Republican counties at the lagt State
election, and together they gave a net
Republican plurality for ODELL of 04,643,
Of the five counties whose Yelegates
divided between HiLL and MURPHY, four
went Republican and one Democratic in
the last election,’the five giving a net
Democratic plurality of 4,870,

The third fact is derived from the
foregoing facts. It concerns the source
of the Democratic inspiration and the
locality of the Democratic pluralities in
the counties of the Empire State.

It is disquieting to read that when tha
recent accident in one of the turrets of the
Migeouri occurred, a ftrap connecting the
magazine with the handling room would
not close. Had not two plucky sailormen
jammed a powder can into the opening,
according to the story, the flames would
have reached the magazine and the ship
would have been sunk. If the official in-
quiry into the accident establishes the
truth of this report, the Navy Department
should take immediate action to provide
for more complete protection against the
dangers of jammed or broken mechanical
appliances on the national ships.

There is one sturdy landholder on Long
Island who knows his rights and dares de-
fend them. When the Meadow Brook Hunt
appeared at his line fence prepared to cross
his newly tilled fields, this sturdy citizen
turned them back with a gun. Perhaps
an impolite, unneighborly act, and some
farmers get a good profit from the hunters'
excursion over their property; but this
agriculturist knew his rights and main-

tained them in most epirited style.
————

Complaint of the Methods of the Gerry Soclety,

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN-—-Sir: 1 have read
with much Interest the article In your paper of this
morning respecting the Gerry soclety, 1ts methods
and authority. Too much cannot be sald upon the
subject. It may be, and undoubtedly 1s, true that
that soclety does good In many Instances, but it
would be better to go without the good than have
It administered to us by the hand of an autocrat.
I have an Instance In pdlnt.

A few weeks ago application was made to me
by a cltlzen to see If | could help him to get his son
out of the Cathollc Protectory. On making In-
quiry I found the following to be the facts:

The father Is a worthy and respectable man,
whose wife s living and who has three other chll-
dren besldes the boy In question. This boy, who
is about 15 years of age, had been rather unruly
and disobedlent and In October last hls father
made a complaint agalnst him, thinking, as many
fathers among the poorer peopls do, that the boy
would be “"hauled up” and reprimanded by the
Maglstrate. Instead of that, the boy was arrested
by the Gerry soclety and subsequently committed
to the Catholle Protectory. 7The father now wishes
to obtaln the custody and control of hls son. The
parent 1s engaged In a small coal and wood busl-
ness, Is amply able to provide for his family, and
desires to put the boy to work. The Institution
having control of the child, however, declines to
part with him, simply stating that, in Its opinlon,
the boy has not had suficlent disciplinary tralulug
In the Protectory to satisfy the authorltles thereof
that he should be released. When asked when they
will determine this question, they say after a con-
slderable time has elapsed. Belng asked what has
been the conduct of the boy since he has arrived
at the Institution, they decline to answer.

No satisfaction 1s to be had except by Instituting
legal proceedings. This the father is not able to
afford, and, as1s noticed In your article this morning,
It Is a question of grave doubt If success would
attend It. It Is well to understand, as to this case,
that the boy was not a crindnal. 1 belleve he had
been charged once with stealing some frult from
a stand, but he was never tried or convicted for
the offence.

Apparently this Institution, and I presume others
of the same kind, arrogate to themselves the rig
to Imprison a boy untll he shall become of age, If,
In thelr judgment, after due commitment, his con-
duct seems to require {t. They are responsible to
no one but thelr own consclences. In this case
they might keep a boy slx years. If that 1s not
Iimprisonment without due process of law, | don't
know what ls. R. M. S. PurNaM.

NEwW YORK, April 19,

The Most Valunable Citizen.

To THE EDITOR or THE SUN-Sir. “German-
American” should revise his oplnlons If he really
belleves Emperor Willlam to be the greatest man
In the world to-day. The Kalser la the greatest
among rulers, but as a valuable citlzen he does
not rank high. (e}

NEw Pavure, April 18,

To THR EDITOR OF THE SUN-—Sir. To the woods
for the Emperor of Germany! Roosevelt s a better
man than he, but even Roosevelt |s not the most
valuable llfe to the world now. Wu Fang, In his
efforts to modernize China s dolng a greater work
for humanity than any other living human beling.

PHILADELPBIA, April 19, R.T. P, JR.

To THE FDITOR O¥ THE SUN -Sir:  The uplifting
of the working classes In “free” Amerlca Is the
most Important thing to be accomplished now.
The man who s doing 1t Is the world's most valuable
citizen. Hls name |5 Samuel Gompers, and he
{s the greatest mau alive, or who ever has lived.

SCHENECTADY, Aprii 18, WALKING DELRGATE.
Men Will Not Have the Colored Evening Dress.

From the Sartorial Art Journal.

Try as they may. the lovers of the ssthetie In
men's wear cannot popularize colored evening
dress.  Gallantry or (eonomy or hoth cause the
human male to hang on to the conventional black,
It is not unlikely that such will not be the case a
hundred years from now.

Civilization,
In hls home beyond the sea
A Jap donned trousers ga)
In the place of robes de nuit
Which he used to wear all da)
Then he learned to shoot with skill
And the Powers, much surprised,
Watched his bullets maim and kill,
And remarked: “He's elvilized.”

On the shores of BaMn's Bay
Lived a little BEsquimau,

Who made up her mind one day
To be otherwise—and so

She squeczed her pretty walst
In some corsets undersized,

Which she then securely laced
And remarked: “I'm civillzed.”

By a trople mountainside
A Zulu oursed his fate,
Then assumed a forelgn stride
And imblbed some whiskey straight.
He put on a narrow shoe v
And he pever exercised,
So he got dy spepsia, too.
And remarked: “I'm civillzed

By the ancient Chinese wall
Once a Manchu ran a race

With & Russian cannon ball
And collided face to face

With & hombshell Japanese,
By which he was capsised

And his triends (ascending trees
All remarked: “He's civillped.”
T. Yeanna

AMERICA AND RUSSIA.

Why Michael Davitt Condemns Pro-Japas
nese Sentiment Here.

To Tne Eprron of Tne §vN—Sir: Kindly
allow me a little more of your space for a
reply to “An Americun” and Mr. Wilton G.
Fisher, who have found fault with some views
of mine relating to recent declarations of the
london Timee In letters printed by you in
your Issue of the 16th Inst. Permit ma to deal
with “An Amerlcan” firat.

I have the privilege of knowing hundreds
of Americans who live in their own and in
other eountrios, They, and their fellow-
countrymen generally, have a high reputa-
tion for the courage of their sentiments: but
I am not wcquainted with one who would
not have the courage to put his name to a
letter which would record or express his real
apinions or convictions, 1 have had experienco
of many alleged “Americuns” in publi: con-
troversy, on both sides of the Atlantio, who
try to shelter behind that name both an
English personality and purpose, and who
can pretend to b more “American” than
genulne Americans when that sentiment can
he made to serve some selfish or sinister

Dritish policy.

In"An Ameriean’'s” viaw, Russia is a menace
to the commercial interests of the United
States in the Far Bast: sheis aiming at a naval
dominion over the Pacific, and aspires to carve
up the empire of China to her own liking; and
this aggrossive Slavonic expansion threatens
“the welfare of hundreds of thousands of
(American) wage eurners.” This is only re-
aseerting the average Fngllsh opinion which
Englishmen, under the guise of “American,
are carefully propagating here s0 as to create
an anti-Russinn tecling in the public mind of
this country

Not one of these contentions is true. It is
not Russin but Japan that is likely to be a
sucecessful commercial rival to  American
manufacturing produce in Eastern countries
The Japunese, like the Chinese, will work in
mills and factories for a few cents a day,
The Russians will not. The average daily
pay for cotton factory operatives in Japan,
working fourteen hours per day, I8 from 10
to 20 cents. True, this is much higher
than the wages paid to labor in that country
which “An American” lauds as an ingtance
of the success of British rule—India. There
the average daily pay of the working clusses
ia, according to .\ir William Digby in his work,
“Prosperous British India,” under five cents.
This is the land which “An American” declures
to be “prosperous and happy:” a land where
over 10,000,000 of Britishr Indian subjects have
died of famine during the lust twenty yeurs.

The allegation that Russia seeks to interfere
with Amerlcan naval supremacy in the Pacifle
is so absurd that only an Englishman's blind
prejudice against the Czar’s empire could

ut it forward. Alaska once belonged to

ussia, and she made, virtuullﬁ. nfj)rl'nl'nl of
it to this republic as proof of her friendship.
It was an act akin to that which offered the
services of the Russlan fleet in American
waters to the United States when “An Ameri-
can's” England was !l‘("ll‘h(‘rnll'il?" aiding the
attempt to destroy. the republio she had
!:ice previously tried, and failed, to over-
throw.

Russia has a far cleaner record {n relation
to China, the bone of contention in the pres-
ent war, than Japan or her ally, England
Khe never forced a war on China, as Eneland
did, to compel the Chirese to import opium
grown in British dominions It was orly i

aragon Christian power like the Rritish
?hﬂt could advance “civilization™ and “prog-
ress” In this manner .

After the war of 1888-58 Russin saved Pekin
and the integrity of China from an Anglo-
Franch army. Vhere were .ln?un's goodl
offices then? * In the war against China waged
by England's present ally nine years ago it
was Rumsin, with the ascent of France and
Germany, that raved the Government and
integrity of the same China which England
and Japan now pretend to be the aim and the
purpose of their anti-Russin alliance.

In 1880 Russia saved Pekin and the in-
tagrity of China from an Anglo-French army
Where were Japan's good offices then? In
the war againat China waged by England's
present ally nine vears ago It was Russia,
with the assent of France and Germany
that saved the Government and Integrity o
the same China which England and Japan
now pretend to be the aim_of their nolicy
and the purpose of their anti-Russian allisance.

Russia's poeition in Manchuria, before
the outbreak of the present war, was not won
by the methods #urnuod by Ew::nd fn Bouth
Africa, but by the consent of China in grate-
ful recognition of Russian services in wvlni
the Chinese Empire from_Japanese conques
in the oconflict of 1805, Russia built
and clties in Manchuria, constructed
ways and developed industries. Pray, what
has Japan done in Formosa, or in Corea, since
she conquered the ore and became the con-
trolling influenca over the government of
the other? Her sole achievement In the
land she hag now muade the theatre of war
was to ktill further damage the currency of
the hapless “Hermit Emplre” with base coin
made in Japan.

1 deny that America is a unit in sympathy
with Japan, “Anglo-America” is, of course,
So. nlso was (t in hearty sympathy with
England when the country that can pretend
to upbraid Russia for her conquest of Poland
and the more recent oppression fn Finland
was waging a cowardly war agninst the free-
dom of the Boer r'publies. Dut, in neither
instance can genuine American feeling be
sald, (n truth, to be on the English or on the
Jananesa side

Mr. Wilton Fisher [s a more courageous an 1
censistent Englishman than *An American,”
and flings his lance at me on two grounds:
First, 1 denounced the outrages at Kishinefl
Iast year, and am now in sympathy with Rus-
sia in the combat with Jusmw and, secondly,
1 am only a “disloyal® Irishman, (stranee
charge to be made by “An American!”) while
many more Irishman are loyal- to England,

What, pray, has the Kishineff erime to do
with the war (n the Far East? Isit Mr, Wilton
Fisher's case that Japan has made war on
Russia to avenge the infumies inflicted upon
Jows in Beasarabia? Or, to vindicate Polich
nationality? Or, te right the wrongs of
Finland? "This i what his argument would
lead to i(n trying to cbnvict me of some in-
consistency. 1 do not take back a single
word | have written npon the Kishineff crirnes,
but if Mr. Fisher will 4o me the honor of re-
ferring to my book “Within the Pale,” he will
find that I made it perfectly clear that the
central government of Russia, as far as |
could ascertain, had no more resnonsibility
for the outrages rommitted in _ Bessarabia
last year than the Goverr ment at Washington
has for the freanant burning of negroes alive
in_certain Southern States,

Mr. Fisher claims that many Irishmen
are loyal to England, and rise to fame and
fortuna in har service. Quite true. I am
glad not to be one of themi.  But Irishmen
are not singular (n this dual character.
“Americans” fought for England in the War
of Indepenal'nee, “Americans™ aided Fne-
lind's armies in the emplovment of savages
for the sealping of American farmers und
their wives and children. “Americans” co-
onerated in the burnine of Washineton,
They helpad the South in the eiyil war of the
'anz, and the aame clase of people would fight
for England to-morrow if she were at war
with the r public.

But, then, "Anglo-maniacs™ nre not the
Amerlean vpeople. Nor are the genuine
American citizens of the great country the
enemies of Russin in the present war. | have
recently-journeyed from New York to Florida,
thenoe to New Orleans, on to Californin,
and back over the Central States to this city,
and I am convinead that they are nothine of
the kin? MICHAEL Davirr.

NeEw YORK, April 18,

Another Objection Magde to Chlldren,

To TRE EDITOR oF Tue St —Sir; Apropos of
yvour editorlal on “\Where a La¥ge Family Is a Dis-
advantage,” I call attentlon to anothier serious
diMeulty which parents are at present encountering.

Having had recently to apply for a mald for gen -
eral housework, I was told at & local agency that
It was perfectly hopeless for me, bhecause [ have
four children. At present girls simply won't go
where there are chlldren, and this In splte of the
fact that my washing Is done by an extra laundress.

What is the American woman of moderate means
to do* A friend of mine, who had one chlld, pald
out monthly $18 for help—$12 for & mald and $4
for a laundress. The mistress was In dellcate
health, but had to do the cooking, fine lroning and
take out her baby. When she told the glrl, who had
a great deal of lelsure, that she must learn to cook
and help with the child, the ¢irl answered that she
had “no mind for cooking or bables.” Tuls Is
only one instance.

Wil President Roosevelt helgein solving the
servant problem before he blamée thie women for
“race sulclde™? FREDERICA DEBSANER.

Women After Middle Age.
Mrs. L. H Harris tn the Independent,

After middie age the average woman begins to
care more for women that she does for men. Her
alleglance undergoes a psychic change, her cyes
are opened, her judgment cleared, and she learns
to appreciate her own sex fully The character
Istics that sremed to her hateful fralltles long ago,
are defended now as thelr poetic distinciions. She
sees in every girl the falr mirage of her own youth,
In the pathetie, care worn face of the young matron

i the gentle herolsm of her other years: In the mother

of & grown family her own queen days when sons
and daughters suddenly grew 1all and proclalmed
her. And for them all she bas a chastened affinity,
Men have passed out of her caiculations. They are
the things with whom she falied or succeeded, from
lover and husband down to her youngest sou. And,
however much shie remalns dependent upon them,
he |s o longer related o them In the same way,
She hagsuntved them aud returacd (o et own.

! in the near future Jersey City and
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THE CITY'S WATER SUPPLY.

Tapping the Groat Lakes the Only Real
Solution of the Problem.

To TAE EpiToR or THE BUN-—fir: The
outery in certain quarters becaul@ of the
passnge of the bill protecting Dutchess county
against invasion, ostensibly for water supply
purposes, but really for ring epeculation,
may as well be dropped. Greater New York
will need water, but it should not seek the
added pupply by appropriating the drainage
of rural barnyards nor covet the streams
needed by the localities in which they rise.
Those sections are constartly increasing in
population, a fact that should admonish
us that 4 temporary system at great cost for
procuring wuater therefrom would soon be
rendered useless by inevitable contamination.

The vital question now and for some time
to come for this borough, and In fact all of
Gireater New York, is how to obtain & per-
manent supply of pure water. The same
question is of more or less importance to all
the cities of this Btate. With the rapidly
increasing population greatcr supply becomes
necessary, while contiguous water sheds
becore lessened in area and their surfaces
impuired by unhealthful encroachments,
until they are rendered unsafe ns sources
of supply., Vast sums of money are con-
stantly expended In uttempts to obtain whole-
sxome water to meet the increasing consuimnp-
tion, when, after all the efforte and expense,
dire fuilure is gure to result at no very distant
time. We are wasting time and money In at-
tempting to do the impossible, leniporary
relief can be had from time to time, but in the
end we shall squander more money for in-
adequate supply and useless experiment than
the adoption &t once of a practical and surely
offlcient  method would

cost, Eventualiy
the latter - ourse will have to be adopted, and
all the forer expenditure go to waste--with
the exception, perhaps, of that for the present
reservoirs and pipes.

Tha great Creator has furnished vast
lakes, n chain of them flowing eastwurd from
Lale Superior to the St. Lawrence River,
with the sweetest, purest water on the face
of the globe, an unlimited supply, that for all
time  will be inexhaustible. Either Lake
Erie or Lake Ontario could be druwn upon for
supplying the entire State of New York, 1he
grological trend of the land from either lake
is toward the sea, and water could be easily
hrought through aqueducts to this city.
Engineering skill would surmount all inter-
vening diMiculties of grades, and we could
have the l“ ater ' problem fnra\'er nct’g:g\.
At first anee this proposition ay Be
hold and Rsnn[mndnn-,lbut it wouk{nnot be a

! greater undertaking for the Btate of New York

of to=duy thun was the Erie Canal at the time
of its construction by the then much smaller
and less wealthy State, . =

Following generally the line of the New
York Central Railroad, aqueducts could lead
frort either lake to this city, supplying all
cities and towns en route, while each place
supplied could pay a per capita tax for the
benefit derived, * Long Island and even nearby
New Jersey cities could be gupplied by pipes
under the rivers, if necessary, nnd}grohn 1y

i oboken,

with the whole section east of the Hackensack
tiver, from Tappan (New York State line)
to Bergen Point, muy be ceded to New York
and become a part of this great metropolis,

It would take some years to consummate
this undertaking, and for the present we
must adopt a feagible method to provide
againat water famines by such meang as are
readily at command. Large standpipes
shiould be placed at convenient spots, not too
fur apart, along the East and North rivers
into which salt water should be pumped
constantly, with pipes from these leading to
other standpines centrally located throughout
the city, more eapecially in the dry goods
district and other sections_where extensive
conflagrations may occur, The great helght
of these piper would give an abundant pres-
gure of water for ernergencies.  Fire hydrants
supplied with =alt water could also em=-
ploved for flushing gutters and sewers daily,
thus addivg to the cleanliness and healthful-
negs of our city. Gradually our citizens could
have salt. water supplied in pipes for bath-
room and sanitary uses. hus could be
saved probably one-half of the Croton water
now wasted, and, nm there would be no fear
of a malt water famine, citizens might use salt
water prodigally without qualms of con-
science and to their refreshing enjoyment
and benefit. Habits of cleanliness would
be ercouraged among all clasges of the com-
munity withoutapparent expense or jeopardy
to the Croton supply. )

. BeNIAMIN W. HITCHCOCK,
New Yorg, April 8

The Softening of Masculine Charaoter.

To THE Ep1TOR OoF THE BUN—Sir: The
softening of masaculine character and man-
ners in this country may be due to other in-
fluences than those exerted by women.
Women have always had charge of boys,
since fathers give little attention to children,
and women the world over have been eager
to keep their sons to themselves as long as
possible,  Gentleness and refinement have
ever been feminine characteristics, but sons
have developed inte rough mwen, in spite of
the early influence of their mothers. If men
are gentler and softer now it must be because
women are aided in their work of refinement
by conditions outiide the honie and beyond
the period of boyhood.

Scarcely more than a century ago, upper
and lower clagses were considered necessary
divisions and the roughness of the lower
orders was looked uFon as a necessary evil,
The change in gocial feelings has developed
sulf-respect among the poor.  Their rough-
ness is not condoned, but something is ex-
pected of them on account of their changed
position.  In America, democracy has given
us pride, nnﬁ»orlumty has given us hope, and
high wages have spread the luxuries and re-
finement that money buys in every land.
Since we are an aristocracy of seventy mil-
lions, we nuturally have as ggnation some of
the <1uul|um of European Tords and ladies.
“Noblesse oblige™ upplies to the American
workmen,

We see no weakness as the result of such
refinement.  During the Spanish-American
War our Volunteer army wns full of the sons
of well-to-do Americans and the decks of our
auxiliary cruisers were swabbed by heirs to
laree lortunes. In the South Alrican War
England could not persuade her rich sons to
carry guns, or her poor ones either.

From the Mosely Commission we hear that
Americun boys are not willing to have their
heads punched. The South African war does
not seem to have shown that the English are
fond of daneer. If Englishnien are submis-
sive to head punching, and if the weaker
English are at all eager to attack their
stronger brethren, we would like to know
what influences or what sﬁstem of education
can produce such astonishing results.  But
if only the stronger Enelish are willing to
attick, theirs is not a tendency peculiarto
Eneland, althoueh it may be very strong in
thut country, nor is it one that stands in need
of much cultivation in any part of the world.

NEW YoRrk, April 16, Vox Missa.

Rejoinder by the Dominican Consul-General,

To TRE EDITOR OF THE SUN--Sir: Allow me to
make two statements In regard to the letter of
Willlam Thorp. published In your lssue of April 6,
I am a busy man and cannot pay much attention to
what some people would write about Santo Do-
mingo: but In this casc | have to correct the falsities
printed which tend o throw discredit upon the
Dominlcans with dellberate purpose.

What Sir Spencer St. John wrote about the Black
Republle does not refer in any sense to the Dominl-
can Republic.  No serlous writer ever committed
such a biunder as to consider both Santo Domingo
and Haytl the same country, with one history and
identical characteristics.

The authority of one Kennedy and “another
Englishman, John B. Scarlett,” may be good for
Willlam Thorp, but any linpartial reader 18 justl-
fied in placing these witnesses lo the same line with
Ramon Morales when they know, what I declare
here, that no such Ramon Morales ever edited any
kind of newspaper In Santo Domingo and that Ig
Lucha was a dally paper published In the oMclatl
printing house under the administration of Presi.
dent Jimeneg, long after the death of Gen. Heu-
reaux.

I contend with Mr. A, E. Coulter of Richmond, Va.,
who has lucharge large American interests in Santo
Domingo, that the article of Willlam Thorp In the
Independent “1s a slander from beglnning to end,”
that “lts statements of conditions are untrue and
Its Inferences false.”

EMILIO C, JOUBERT,
Consul-General of the Domlunlcan Republle.
NEW YORK, April 10
A Rule That Worked Both Ways,
From the Washington Post.

Two Senators had lunch together Saturday in
the restaurant at thelr end of the Capltol. The
bill was exactly 1. The senlor of the two In polnt
of service drew forth a banknote to pay the score.

“1 have been here eighteen years,” sald he, phil-
osophlcally; “and that note Is about all I have to
show for it.”

“But," replied the other, known as a facetious
Seuator, “what has the country to show for {t1*

In the Light of Reason.
Visitor--The ltile dog laughed to see such a
sight, and the dish ran away with the spoon.
Boston Haby ~Madam, do you net consider it
more probable It was the cashler?
S0 Near and Yot So Par,
[he “far side ” now becomes the "near,”
The “near” becomes the “far™-
But spite of this (L is not clear
Just how ta stop » car,
LuRana W. Smaes.

A LOST OPPORTUNITY.

——

To tHE EniTOn OF THE BUN—Sir: It w <
a serlous averaight that was committad b
Gov. Odell and the Legislature in fra
ing the Luw's Delay bills when they fai)d
Include in them provisions creating |
of guardlans for infants, and to act as rece
ers In all cases where guardians and rece;
are now appointad by the courts, | |,
always wondered how the Governor, i
thirst for patronage and offices for Lis {1].
ers, could have overlooked that noana
giving jJobs to his benchrmen,

By the Law's Deluy bill passad

yesterdy
he attempted to take away 1ran (he 10,
the power to appoint referees, which U el
an insepurable part of their judicinl av b
that, in the opinion of many conaneu,
lawyers, can no more he denied (o e
the runction of herring and deciiing cimns |
bill creates a bonra to conrist of tpey
nmussioners with large sularios, whose oo,

mwent must pe copnred by the Gapveg g
0 which board all references in this ciuy o,
to_be sent.

It Is hardly denied that the purpase of 1)
aw is to create more patroniae [or the Gy o
nor. ‘Theonly excuse for its existon o o
by any one i8 the cost of referenoes i o
cfty. But when it is pointed ont thut e
ences are equally expensive evervyliera of-
in the State, that the statutory fees of refore
and the fixed churges of stenagraplers (o
reporting cuses are the same 1y Bufal.
Poughkeepsie or Painted Post, and It 1s nep.
why the benefit (?) of a board of copn
sfoners is denijed to the litigants in thosa
t)rnteotod regions, it is ingenuously ansger
hat those communities will not “stayd for
taxation to puy the great ezpense of s
commissioners, and insiet (unreasonahle pe
ple that they are!) that litigants shoul i e
selves pay the cost of their suits and 1ot a-
the county to do it.

But courts in thia city are dailv called o

to appoint guardians for infants in pendire
casen and receivers for ineolvent pereo
and concerns, and the pereons thus ap

pointed receive fees and commissions for the
services. There is8 no means of knowing 11+
aggregate wum thus paid vearly, bhut tho
Governor could claim that it was very gr
and (in the stock language of the advoc .«
of the referee bill) an unjust and heavy L
den upon ltigants, which should bhe &b ifted
to the community. This sargument wonyli
Justify the Governor and his followere in er
ating two more commissions of twenty men
hers each, at $10,000 a year, to act as guardiar -
and receivers in every case! 1 think, more-
over, 1 could suggest to him etill anathes
means of creating offlces, the magnitude arqd
watronange of which would delight him, hy+
have indicated enough of lost appertunitics
for the present. ALrma My
NEw Yonk, April 16,

HMellotropism.

To THE EDITOR OF THE BUN ~Sir. May not
right-handedness, so ably discussed by [
Austin Flint in yesterday's SuUN, have hy
beginning as a sun habit—as the sunflow:
turneth aright to the sun? Heliotropisn
fmplies a right-sided turning mechanism

Some might think we are right-handed
because monkeys are so. 1 have been {1
formed that such is the case with monke:
hf’ that devoted and intrepid African o

orer, Dr. Garner, who, by the way, {s gcuri el
gnown of in this country heyond certain funn
experiments with monkeys and phono
graphg, while Europe makoes him a mumbe
of many scientifle societies and puhlishe-
edition after edition of his works as autho
tative. Hartmann ulso refers to the rizh
handednesa of monkeys.

Yesterday in the Central Park prigon for
our little fellow mortuls could be seen a |it1le
laay monk tracking and chasing and catoh:
sundry small wild deer at rove, at romn, «
asleep in Lord Adam Monk's hairy «lathin.
In this primitive handiworl the leit huro
flushed and put the prey on the run, while t
right was reserved for capture and conve:
ance. Thisskilled and combined use of hand-
eves and fingers—the pose—made this litt:
lady look for all the world as if doing a bit
fine cambric neadlework.

The concentring of the right hand's moto
centres along with certein other great contri -
in the left hemisphere of the brain seeins .
part of nature's economy in conserving tiin
placa and force factors—eeems no rmore i
anomaly than having most of the percepti:
and receptive organs to the front of the head
seems a conserving and concentring of th
circulation of the blood in the brain into tin
most neelded regions thereof —the greater
brain centres,

Heliotropism is a great, subtle, almost u.
known.though all permeating, influencein lif+
mind and tamperament; throughout as heneti
cent and wholecome as beautiful in rense «ic
nificance and sound. Beience's most beautiful
word, it means like the heliotrope-turn to
THEE SUN—which is always right,

Avox R. JENKINS
New York, April 10,

A Cathollc Priest on the Lord's Day.

To THR FEDITOR OP THE SUN-Sir; T have jusr
read the statement of the Rev. Willtam R. Hun®
ington In THE SUN of to day: “Thers are too
bonds holding together the Christlans of the wori!l
—the Holy Bible and the Sabbath day.” T woull
ask the reverend gentleman whether there he ars
thing that has disunited Christians maore than the
Bible and, on the principle of private fndgmen:
fnlled the world with contradictory preaching d-
nominations?

The lord's Day, or Sunday, ls not the Sahhat
of the Blhle, nor has it been made by the princin
of private Judgment, nor by the Rible: far
the holy mass, the supreme act of worshin, wi
the general law of the Catholle Church for ag: -
binding on the Lord’s Day, that has made the Iy
observance of the day In Christendom

The consequences which these reverend eent'
men strive to remedy were Initiated by the ance
tral founders of the denominations 1o whirh the
belong. Nelther the Rev. W. R. Huntingion w
the Bible can ever repalr the floodgates thus opens
to unsacrificlal observance of the Lord s iiay, ¢
day of nearly twenty centuries.

CAMDEN, N. Y., April I8, FATHFR TIERNAN

©f Words Neceasary for Ordioar:
Purposes.
From the St. Louls Glabe Jrmocral
“The small number of words actually necessar
for ordinary purposes In our everyday life
surprising, and nothing illustrates this hetter tha
the limited vocabulary of a little chlid.” Dr b

Number

Harrls sald. “I have a daughter 8 year< ol She
is able to make all her wants known, ta talk freel
and easily.

“If an adult ¥new Just the number of wori.
a forelgn tongue that she knows In her omi
would be able to gel along nicely in a cotver
tlonal way with people who spoke pothing bt
language. What the child's vocahulary comir
how many words and of what classes ! reoen!
made It my business to ascertaln n a seri=
investigations extending over a conslderab!e pert
of time. I found that the total number of wort:
she knew and used was Just 352, omltting nrop’
names, and that 34 per cent. of these wers nous
18 per cent. verbs and 11 per cent. adicctives,
remalnder betng made up of conjunctions, preies
sitlons and pronouns.”

O0ld Ohlo Bank Rill to Be Redeemed
From the Ohlo Sta'e Journo!
Auditor Noble has recefved from Auchia
Zealand,a ten-dollar bank note Issued nfey v
by the Mahoning County Benk, long stuee «
Istence. The executor of an estate wrlie
blll was found In the eflects of a farre:
and asks that It be converted \nto curee o
Auditor Noble will present the blll to i
of the State's oMee.  The report of Au
bert shows that W. S, Parmadee and othe
deposit In the State Treasury a bond for ¢
guarantee the outstanding circulation nf 11« Vo
ing Bank. It ls expected that the reden: )
be made easlly., Other old banks, the o' 18
which have deposited with the Stat reASUTY
securities In trust for the unredeened ¢ gl
are: Commercial Bank of Claclnnatl Doy ron 16
Franklin Bank of Zanesville, Suandushy o
and the Western Reserve Hank.  Thelr tar
are seldom presented for pay ment.

———— e

Two Swordfish Pursne a Whale

Venlura Correspondence the Los Arng im

The rare spectacle of a whale pursyed ! <ot
fish was witnessed here by those who car 10 40
beach yesterday There were (nwo of 1o swof
fsh following the leviathan. The whie
was about 30 feet In length, made s»!'
shore In its effort to get away (ron it
which, no doubt, frequentiy Juhbed tor
into It, for the mouster leaped ool
water at Intervals In lts mad plunges

The three came In quite close to the wha
the whale saw that there was no escape
when It turned out (o sea agaln and con
the channel.

The combatants were In sigh
were watched with eager Interest by the assr
crowds,

—
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A Stern Chase.

From the Washington Star
“Do you suppose grafting will ever e
*I don't know," ansawercd Se
“Somehow we don't get started to
graft untll it s a played out proposti'o
the meantime something «!se has dey !
are always on the trall, hut ste cup, 1oy

The Tall Missourians
From the Kansas Cuty Journal. .
Missourians are ssid to be tho tallost men, en "9
average, tn the world. They average, It ls asser -
§ foet 9 Inohes.




