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The Snap AdJjournment,

To-day and the next three days will
afford the unparalleled spectacle of a
Congress hurrying under high pressure
and scurrying in confusion in order to
adjourn at the time which suits the con-
venience or whim of an individual who
is a candidate for a political office.

The normal time for the completion
of the public business in a Presidential
wvear i8 midsummer. The mean of all
the adjournments of sessions corre-
sponding to this, during the past forty
vears, in July 15. The latest adjourn-
ment of a corresponding seasion during
The earliest
was on June 11. We printed these facts
of record a month ago at the first ap-
pearance of the surprising report that
President ROOSEVELT desired the Legis-
lative Department of the United States
Government to go into retirement hefore
the end of April.

Nobody pretends that the legitimate
business of the session can be cleared up
before Thureday next. Nobody asserts
that the legislative conditions of the
present year are such as to justify a cur-
tailment of the average session by nearly
three months; or that there would be any
idea of adjournment before the usual
time if the probable nominee of the party
in power were to be another Republican
than the occupant of the White House.
Nobody in Congrees or outside of it be-
lieves that the snap adjournment will be
accomplished without leaving undone
things of great importance which ought
to be done, without serious damage to
national interests, without the evil con-
sequences attending a precipitate clos-
ing, months before the usual time.

The outrage would be extraordinary
even if the Executive were merely foro-

" ‘ing, or attempting to force, an unseason-

able adjournment of the Federal Legis-
lature because in his view of public re-
quirements it would bs an advantage to
have Congresa off his hands. There is
no pretence of regard for the publio in-
terests in this forced adjournment. It
hes been decreed from the White House,
and acquiesced in by the majority leaders
of the Senate and the House, because a
candidate for President thinks that his
prospect of election next November will
be improved if Congress goes home be-
fore May begins.

This is not merely deferential self-
sbnegation on the part of a coordinate
and equal department of the Govern-
ment. It is abdication, surrender and
self-effacement for the benefit of a
single person in his capacity of citizen-
candidate, not of President. It is Gov-
ernment for campaign purposes only.

Natural Cultivators of the Sell.

The March bulletin of the Italian
Chamber of Commerce of New York
presents a mass of very interesting sta-
tistics concerning the immigration of
Italians to this country.

Until 1880 that immigration was trifling
relatively to the whole volume. At its
highest, in the decade between 1870 and
1880, it was less than 2 per cent. In the
next decade it increased to nearly 6 per
cent., and between 1800 and 1000 it had
risen to something more than 17 per cent.
But only in the four years from 1000 to
1008, inclusive, did its volume rise to pro-
portions so great that the accession of
Italians to our population began to pro-
voke general attention and discussion
as of serious consequence industrially
and in its effect. on our American race
stock.

During the period from 1820, when im-
migration statistics were first officlally
collected by the Government, up to 1880,
the immigration of Italians aggregated
only 68,000 out of a total immigration
exceeding ten millions, From 1880 up
to the close of the fiscal year of 1808, how-
ever, the accession of Italians was 1,520,-
504; and of these more than two-fifths
arrived between 1900 and 1903, or numer-
ically 645,128,

The great centre of settlement of this
new Italian population is tho State of

" New York, where the number in 1003,

a8 computed by this bulletin, was
486,175, of whom 882,775 were in the city
of New York alone. Add the immigration
of the present year, and the number in
the city is likeiy to be increased to nearly
half a million. ‘This will make the Italian
element of our population the fourth
numericelly, the first being the German,
the second the Irish, the third the Jew,
including in each the native children of
the foreign born.

Together, the four races thus enumer-
ated will make up about three millions, or
three-quarters of the whole city popula-
1ion of toward four millions. Of native
white Americans of native parentage, the
percentage is very small. In the Man-
hattan borough it was only about one-
sixth m 1800, - Count out native de-
scendants of the foreign born of the
third generation, and the percentage
hecomes very much smaller.

New York is distinctively a community
made up of immigrants from Ireland
and from the continent of Europe and
their descendants of the second and third
cenerations. The so-called Anglo-Saxon

element is relatively insignificant. This
would be a small town if its population
was confined to natives who can trace
their American descent back of their
grandfathers and to an “Anglo-Saxon”
ancestry.

As the bulletin to which we have re-
ferred shows, the Italian immigrants are
now almost wholly settlers in the great
cities, and in New York, more especially;
yot as a writer in the last number of
the American Catholic Quarterly Review
points out in a paper describing his ob-
servations in Italy last year, nothing is
more noticeable than “the strong liking
among italians of all classes for farming
as the occupation of life.” They are also
remarkable for their skill and economy in
the cultivation of the soil. “The farming
through Lombardy and Tuscany is like
that of carefully kept gardens, and
crops of some kinds seem to be gathered
at almost every season.” In southern
Italy, also, from which comes the pres-
ent immigration to this country almost
wholly, the closeness and deftness of
the farming are noticeable.

The time will come when this nice
aptitude and peculiar predilection of the
Italians for the cultivation of the soil will
no longer be wasted in this country.
Eventually they will assist powerfully
in the agricultural development of the
South, as yet only in its beginning.

Mr. Hill on the Lid.

It is not always wise to accept the
critieisms of a politician on a politician.
Vanity, or self-interest, or other emotions
common to human nature may be the
directing force; and so when we read
that Judge ALTON B. PARKER'S {riends
are annoyed if not almost alarmed over
the present status of his boom, it is well
to look beneath the surface and not to
accept the frantic criticisms which are
being hurled by politicians against DAVID
B. HiLL. We prefer at this juncture to
cull from a mass of views and opinions
and assertions the comments of laymen,
the testimony of the men behind the
guns of a political campaign, as it were,
and to read what they have to say of the
present condition of affairs in the Demo-
cratic party of New York State.

We gather from the communications
which have flooded THE SuN office for
nearly a week that the Democrats as
Democrats pass lightly over Mr. H1rL's
utter incapacity as the leader of his party
in the State. As a matter of fact, many ;
excuses have come to light in explana-
tion of Mr. HrLL'R failure as a party!
leader, but of those excuses it is not neces-
sary now to speak. The situation as
explalned by most of the communica- |
tions to THE SUN is that if the Demo- |
cratio feeling against Mr. HiLL wersl
based on unreasonable prejudice it |
would not be entitled to the slightest |
consideration. ’

The gist of the complaints against Mr.
H is that his career as a Democrat
has been actuated by only one motive—
how can the Democratic party advance
Mr.HiILL's own political fortunes? The
selfish ambition of a political leader
sometimes ocarries with it political ad-
vancement and benefactions for his
party. It is contended that in Mr.
HiLL's career there has been nothing
of this kind, and that by no act of his, |
either as Governor of the State or as a
United States Senator, has he brought a
substantial advancement to the party
which so honored and advanced him for
twenty-five years.

The Democratio party has been most
generous to him; has he returned the |
favors? Has not his leadership brought
the party in the State to the most de-

level in its history? Has not !
Mr. Hinu's ascendency suppressed all |
Democratio effort in the State? It is
asserted that the State is brimful of
Democratio timber and that there are
many TILDENS and not a fow CHURCHES |
and MANNINGS under cover, but that Mr. |
HrLL |8 sitting on the lid.

Mr. HiLy, in other words, in the esti- |
mation of the complainants, has estab- |
lished a Hill Trust for the manufacture
of politicians of the Hill stripe and for |
the suppression of all Democratioc senti- |
ment in the State that does not con- |
tribute to the elevation of Mr. HILL him-
self to another office.

1t is claimed that Mr. HILL'S intellec-
tuals cannot grasp the great law of com- '
pensation in all walks of life, for it is !
asked what return has he made to the !
Democratic party of the State for the |
offices and distinctions it has conferred !
upon him. His party made him a
Member of Assembly, an Alderman, a
Mayor, twice Governor of the State, the
State's Presidential candidate in 1892,
and a United States Senator for six
years. What return has Mr. HiILL
made? it is asked. The answer is, Mr.
HiLL has given over the State to the
Republicans for ten years, and as if not
satisfied with his work, he in 1902 !
handed the State over to ODELL, the |
Bold Grocery Boy of Newburg. '

Russia’s Mortgage on Turkey.

Aspur HaMmip II. was probably not
very much disturbed the other day when
M. ZINOVIEFF, the Russian Ambassador
at Constantinople, called and asked for
a little something on account of a long-
gtanding debt. lle has been recelving
such calls at intervals during the past
twenty-five years, and has paid up
pretty much at his leisure. Russia has |
not been an exacting creditor emept{
when her imperial debtor has launched
out into some extravagance beyond
the usual routine, such as the recent
purchase of fast cruisers and orders for
torpedo boats; and M. ZINOVIEFF'S visit |
was very likely prompted by these cir-
cumstances., His Government being a
preferred and on the whole an indulgent |
creditor, was entitled to put in a re-
minder of its claims, especially when it
is itself pressed for money.

Turkey still owes to Russia something
over $125,000,000 of the 1877 war indem-
nity, and a few tens of thousands to
Russian subjects for losses at the time
of the war. Various sums have been
paid on aocount at irregular intervals,
but only once or twice under what could
be called threats.

The Russian Government has no in-
terest in an immediate liquidation of its
rightful claims, however convenient it
might be to have the cash at this par-

ticular juncture. It would much prefer !

to let the account run on for future pur-
poses, though’if the expected events in
Manchuria do not turn out in its favor, a
transfer of its claims on Turkey to some
financial syndicate in France or Ger-
many might become necessary. This
would fall in with the wishes of Turkey's
creditors, who not very long ago made
proposals to Russia to take over the war
claims in order to consolidate the Otto-
man debt; but they would not probably
offer as good terms now as then,

Whether the Sultan would care to
exchange an easy going for a rigid credi-
tor is not so certain; and it is quite sure
that Russia would very reluctantly part
with a lever which may one day be used
for making territorial acquisitions on the
great plateau of Asia Minor,

If events should lead to the assump-
tion by a Continental syndicate of Rus-
sia's war mortgage on Turkey, it will
be of surpassing interest to see from
where and on what conditions the money
is obtained, The transaction might
be so arranged as to strengthen Russian
power in Asia, or to advance the aims
of Germany; and according as Paris or
Berlin found the money that would be
determined.

But, whatever her needs, Russia is
hardly likely to forego any considerable
portion, if any, of her mortgage on Tur-
key for a mere mess of pottage, as the
Sultan's permission to send some of her
warships in the Black Sea through the
Bosphorus and Dardanelles would be,
A free passage for them might be ob-
tained, if wanted, by the threat to trans-
fer the mortgage, which hasa European
sanction and is an effective instrument.

The Two Dromios.

Governor ODELL, through oversight
doubtless, has neglected to set the legis-
lative machinery in motion for an in-
vestigation of the United States Ship-
building bond matter. The legislators
have escaped to their homes, and the in-
terest now centres on the problem as to
whether Governor OpELL will call them
| together again for the purpose of carry-
| ing out the threat of many cold winter
| days that he would send a legislative in-
| vestigating committee to make things
| lively for the United States Shipbuilding
! people. This was before his bonds were
{ sold at auction and before Wall Street
| heard the talk that some sort of compro-
mise had been reached and that Governor
ODELL after all would not carry out his
threat either to send a legislative court
of inquiry or to send the United States
Shipbuilding people before a special
Grand Jury and a epecial Judge of his
own designation.

Governor ODELL'S apparent delin=-
quency in this matter resembles the neg-
lect or oversight of Representative Lu-
c1u8 N. LITTAUER of the Twenty-fifth
district to carry out his threat, made in
November last, that he would not permit
the Fifty-eighth Congress to adjourn
until it had appointed an investigating
ocommittee to look into his Government
“rats and gaunts” contracts. The Fifty-
eighth session of Congress is on the eve
of adjournment, and yet Mr. LITTAUER
remains in the background, either too
diffident or too considerate to insist that
his colleagues of the House shall investi-
gate his Government contracts. But
then, inasmuch as Governor ODELL may
call together his legislators in extraor-
dinary session for the purpose of making
that investigation of the Shipbuilding
matter, just so Representative LITTAUER
may urge President ROOBEVELT to call
together an extraordinary session of
Congress to investigate his Government
glove and gauntlet contracts.

“ While the lamp holds out to burn,
The vilest sinner may return.”

The Passing of the Panama Title.

The World thinks it detects trickery
in the process by which the title to the
Panama Canal Company's property was
finally transfered to the United States
Government at Paris last week. It says
that the French stockholders met on
Saturday and “found themselves con-
fronted with a contract, signed, sealed
and delivered, which they had only to
ratify.” “We are concluding a deal,”
our neighbor continues, “ with the officera
of the Panama Canal Company behind
the backs of the stockholders.”

This is distressing. We have held for
many months an option on this prop-
erty, at a price fixed by officers of the
company elected for the very purpose of
that sale by the stockholders. The

i transaction is completed now, under

the terms of the option. In order to
render the title unassailable hereafter,
a meeting of the stockholders is held to
ratify the sale.

The stockholders meet and ratify the
transfer, with only flve dissenting votes;
and they hear the announcement of the

. almost unanimous vote with loud ap-

plause indicating lively satisfaction over
the conclusion of the business. The idea
of trickery seems to have been far from
their simple Parisian minds.

The stockholders, says the World, “had
only to ratify.” Well, that is what they
had to do and what they did.

The New Coney Island.

For many yeara Coney Island has borne
an undeserved fame outside of New York
as a “tough,” bad and immoral resort,

t patronized largely by dissolute or ab-

solutely criminal persons. Within the
limits of the metropolitan district, where
the habits of the pleasure ground were
known, it was always recognized that
what ailed Coney Island was vulgarity
rather than sinfulness, and its value to
the community has always been recog-
nized. Much of its undesirable notoriety
has been brought upon it by self-ex-
ploiting reformers, who chose to indict
a whole community for the sins of a few,
and to class the unpleasant with the
wicked in order to send a chill down the
spines of the homekeeping.

But within the last two or three years
there has been a great change in Coney
Island. and the establishmenta that will
compete for the business of entertaining
visitors this reason are of a class dis-
tinctly higher than those famillar to
patrons of the resort a decade ago. Some
of the vulgarity that then won the name
of immorality has been done away with,
never to be brought again to the light of
day. Many of the bad resorts along the
beach have been closed, and it is ime
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probable that they will ever reopen. They
have been crowded to the wall by en-
tertainment enterprises conducted on
the most modern lines, representing
large investments of capital, and pre-
senting diversions thoroughly reput-
able and often amusing. It is not too
much to say that at Coney Island now
may be found a more complete collection
of unusual and odd shows than any great
exposition ever boasted. Among them
days might be spent with a good deal of
pleasure and no particular damage.
There are queer mirrors, animal cir-
cuses, elaborate panoramas, elephant
shows, peep shows, dancing pavilions,
restaurants, bath houses, theatrical ex-
hibitions and scores of other means for
the promotion of gayety in persons of all
kinds and conditions.

A man desirous of getting drunk and
being knocked in the head and robbed
can be accommodated at Coney Island,
One anxious to lead a dissipated life can
find there the materials to further that
not unusual ambition. For such as do
not care to indulge in violent dissipation,
but who like to be with the crowd and
see the sights, there is opportunity for
amusement and recreation practically
unending at Norton’'s Point. Every
one not too sophisticated can have a
good time there, and preserve his health,
although his dignity may suffer an oc-
casional fracture.

An apostolic benediction conveyed by
long-distance telephone is a modern idea
that should make all the dry bones in Rome
rattle. The conservatives there are already
startlod enough by the common sense,
matter of fact way in which Prus X. carries
out his plans regardless of tradition or con-
ventionality. If the Pope can telephone a
blessing, why not a major excommunica-
tion as well? Whatever was lost in official
formality in such a ceremony would surely
be counterbalanced by listening to the
awful words uttered by the lips of PETER'S
successor himself.

If casuistry were still in vogue, we fancy
the delicate question might be discussed,
whether by transporting his voice to Venice,
Prus X. has not, in theory, broken through
his theoretical imprisonment, and removed
his person in part bayond the Vatican limits.
His crossing Rome to the Lateran basilica
might follow as a logical development of
his telephone message. As his pontificate
advances, the Pope's atrong individuality,
his common sense and his placing religion
above all other things are endearing him to
all Catholics, however much officialdom
may be disturbed. It is likely that he may
do away with many misunderstandings
between the Church and the world, if he
lives long enough.

The Pacific’'s Ploneer Steamboat.

To tae Epiton or THE SuN—Sir: Your
interesting article in yesterday's RN on "A
Notable Anniversary for New York"—that
of the arrival of the Siriug, “the first steam
vessel which had crossed the Atlantic from
the British Isles"—prompta me to record
another memorable event of a similar kind,
though on the other side of the globa.

On the first day of January, 1860, as then
tre United States Consul-teneral at Hong
Kong, China, commissioned as such hy Abra-
ham Lincoln, I had the honor to receive ofM-
clally at that port the first vessel that ever
crossed the Pacific Ocean by steam. Bhe
came in under the star-spangled banner of
the United States, the steamship Colorado,
of the Paciflo Mail line.

Then, at that central Oriental port, like the
Sirius at New York, the great American
pioneer steamship of the Pacifle, thirty days
from Ban Francisco, near 8,000 miles, came |n
all in perfect trim and in good order. And,
as the Sirius at New York, she was welcomed
by thousands of the curious of all nationalities
thronging to see the American pioneer of
steam navigation across the widest ocean
of the globe, opening steam communication
direct between Asia and America.

Being a sidewheeler instead of screw, the
('olorado was a curiosity to the people as a
great ocean steamer. At the private sug -
gestion of the Governor of Hong Kong, I
requosted the captain of the ateamer, il prao-
ticable, to treat the officials and distinguished
citizens of Hong Kong to an excursion around
the island. He readily compled. Some
1,200 persons, Europeans and Chinese, crowd ed
the great ship, watching and admiring as
wesalled. It wasa gala dayin Hong Koag,

Wall knowing the peculiar facllity with
which our Pritish cousins succeed in naserting
claims to priority in every great marine en-
terprise, made A specinl official report—

iving a full stutement of the ship's name,
gulld, ownership, reglster, tonnage, exa
dates of sailing und arrival, ofMocers' names,
number of crew, amount of coal conuum:tq.
and all appropriate notes from the log book—
and forwarded that report to the State De-
partment at Washington. T received the
thanks of the Department for having done
. That record is doubtless there now.

But as to the Sirius. Though the first to
com:e to us from the British Isles by steam, sho
was not the pioneer vessel of steam navigation
across the Atlantic. Nineteen years hefore
her arrival at New York, in 1819, the steamn-
ship Bavannah, built and owned at New York
mnﬁu from Savannah, Ua., for Furope, crossed
the Atlantic to Liverpool, thence on to St.
Petersburg, and returned, as her captain,
Rogrers, reported, “without & screw loose or a
bolt started. * And, curiously enough, on her
voynge over she was chased two days by a
British nan-o'-war. whosa captain, seein

Fer smoke, pursued, thinking it was a vesse
on fire. But she finally outran hor pursuer.
And so, too, on aprmnohinu Laverpool har-
hor, she was met by tugs rushing forward
to assist, supposing her to be on firo.

8o the publio records of the world go to
ehow that the actiual ploneems of transoceanio
steam navigation across the two great oceans
of the gloha were American shi saflin
under the star-spungled banner of the grea

republic. I8AAC J. ALLEN,
fornpisTowx, N. J | April 23,
r————————
Heliotropism,
To TAr Porror or TRE SUN—SIr! Is Mr. Amon

R. Jenkins quite sure that the sunflower does
turn to the sun any more constantly than any other
flower does? The theory that human right-hand-
edness Is another form of hellotropism may be true;
it so, the more carefully It is preserved from il.
justrations that don't lllustrate the better.
1. too, was once glamoured by Thomas Moore's
exquisite song:
The heart that has truly loved never forgets,
But as truly loves on to the close,
As the sunflower turns on her god when he sets
The same face which she turned when he rose.
Put, elas, It 15 many & summer sinoe a close
observation of actual facts destroyed that poetical
lllusion--along with many another.
MATTER-OF-FACT,
HADDON HRIGHTS, N. J., April 22,
e —

Call for a Scientific Person.

To THg EDrror oF THR SUN—Sir: Sclentists
and students now have the opportunity of a life.
tme. According to Alexander von Humboldt the
earth 1s gaining one Inch 1n a oentury by cosmlo
dust dropped from outer space upon ts surface,
NOW, As the crew on the steamer Anglerare bringing
1o the surface submarine rocks (which are sent to
the Aquarium) that have laln countless ages on the
bottom of the ocean, this theory might now be
substantiated by subjecting these stones toan
examination to Aind these particles of dust. r.

NEwW YORK, April 22.

Lighter Moods of the Menticello Poet.
To THR EDITOR OF THE SUN--=Sir; I hope the
enclosed will seem as excruclatingly funny to you
as It does Lo me: '

Now, maldens come 1n many styles,
In varied shades and huoes,

The rich, the poor, the meek and mlid,
The glirl with lofty views.

The tall, the shor*, the proud, the wise,
Resigned, accopt thelr lot

They have thelr ideals, 'tis true,
Though they attaln them not.

PBut on one point they all agree,
This platitude explain:
The girls who don't come pretty
Quite naturally complata.
MoxTicELlLO, N. Y. AwsErt G. Rives,

25,

REPLIES TO MR. DAVITT.

Several Amoﬂot'nl Dispute His Facts and
Deride His Opinlons.

To tae Eprtor or Tur BUN-—Sir: Mr.
Miohael Davitt, in reply to my criticism over
the signature of “American,” makes two
points, namely, that I am not an Amerlcan,
but a Britisher in disguise, and that the popu-
lar sentiment in this countr s is with Ruesia
and not with Japan, Mr. Davitt has trave
elled in the United States, and he knows.

Now, as to my identity as an American, I
would remark that my name and address
are in possessionof THE SUN, My ancestry in
Pennsylvania, on both sides, is of the Ameri-
can Revolution and Colonial times. My great-
great-grandfather was an officer under Wash-
ington. My family record is preserved at
Harrisburg, Pa. I am of German extraction.
But it {s an old failing of Mr. Davitt to seé a
Britisher in every controversial bush.

In his travels in the United States Mr.
Davitt must have confined his intercourse to
members of the Clan-ni-Gael and he could
surely not have read the newspapers in the
States and cities he visited, or he would not
make the astonishing statement that he
makes in regard to American sentiment about
the Russo-Japanese war. Why, Mr. Davitt,
your political hobby has perverted your
ordinary perceptions if vou really believe
what you say. I will venture to affirm that
not only is American sentiment practieally
a unit for Japan but that, moreover, the
sentiment of Irish-Americans {8 also for
Japan by a large majority. 1 number many
among my friends and they are all against
Bussia.

In point of fact the man of Irish blood,
unless he is possesscd of a distemper or is
carried away by intemperate zeal, is too
ohivalrous to give his sympathies to a brutal
bully like Russia In her contest with a brave,
alert little nation, only a fraction her size,
which she tried to rob and oppress and then
to Intimidate. The drubbing that the bully
is getting at the hands of her intended victim
pleases the civilized world, including the
millions of Russlan subjects who are daily
praying for Russian defeat. Men like Michael
Davitt do a wrong to the cause they seem to
promote by trying to identify Irish aspira-
tions for home rule and independence with
Russian absolutism, tyranny and the knout.

In common with all Americans of ancestry
far back, I was born and bred amid anti-
British prejudices, and a family tradition
that my grandmother, long deceased and
who was a little girl at the British occupation
of Philadelphia, had a pitcher of milk knocked
out of her hand by a Hessian soldler of King
George, still rankles. But these prejudices
of a century ago are rapidl: fading away
in the American mind and heart and men like
Mr. Davitt can no longer conjure by them.
It is unnecessary to speak of American sym-
pathy with Ireland and of the part that the
Irish race takes in the affairs of our country.
I served in the great clvil war in & Pennsyl-
vania battery composed mostly of the sons of
Irish miners and 1 learned then to appreciate
and love the sterling qualities of the race.
Since the war my most cherished associations
have been Irish-American of the Catholic
faith. My knowledge of the history of the
race in the United States makes me an en-
thusiastic admirer of Irish-A merican citizen-
thip, which has done so much, proved so
entirely loyal, won such high rewards, and is
now a part of the bone and blood and flbre
of our nation into which it is dissolved

The truth is that Mr. Michael Davitt {s
egregiously mistaken in the American senti-
ment and character and does not read hia
own race aright {n this country. To under-
stand the latter he should not try to study it
alone in the organizations that perpetuate
old world politics in the United States, Nor
should he try to gauge native American sen-
timent by what he is told by imaginative
ind{viduals belonging to these organizations,
or by fugitive glimpses out of passing car
windowa,

T think it would be difficult for Mr, Davitt
to find one representative American news-
paper that favors the cause of Russia in this
war, and Mr, Davitt should know that in the
United States the newspapers are the index
of the public sentiment. AN AMERICAN,

NEWARE, N. J., April 22,

To TA® Epiron or TAE BUN-Sir: Mr,
Davitt's second letter is as amazing and
amusing as the first. His logie is so mixed
that he defeats his own ends. His first letter
on the Far East was filled with railings against
our lynchings, our inconsistencies, our in-
tolerance, and listing a dozen faults he thinks
we have copled from England. He also drags
in India, Finland, South Africa, the South,
and a host of other irrelevant subjects and
then asks me what Kishineff has to do with
the Eastern quesation. Nothing. I fully agree
with him. Nelther has any of the topics he
drags in for his own political ends. My letter
plainly showed that because I deplore the
exaggerated charges against friendly na-
tions, I called attention to the anti-Russian
feeling stirred up by the lurid articles he
penned for the yvellow journals illustrated by
pictures of unspeakable outrages, with Rus-

sian soldiers and ofMicials in the foreground,
and from his eabls descriptions,

It {s humorous to learn that all who do not
agree with Mr, Davitt's one-sided vitupera-
tions are therefora Englishmei. 1 never
was in England {n my life.
to see a forelgner of a few weeks' residence
sneer at American faults and dictate to our
conncience, speaking from a lofty platform
of {gnorarice, Intolerance and incongristency,
and therefore I claimed that our divided sym-
pathies in this free land were no more enie-
ma ti than the different opiniona in hi
country with its Nntionalists, rincere ar:r:
consistent men, and the men of perhaps equa!
sincerity who floe't in thousands to the Tre-
lish army and public service, hundreds to rise
to the 'highest positions. TImpartial facty
are neither slurs nor un-Americun

r. Davitt's letters, however, are always
full of narrow animosities his attitude that
of sublime teacher and leader to all mankind,

3'1“ scorn for those who try to be ra-
tional, When knows us bettar, he will find
that the average American sees there are
two sides to all questions, and so he loves
tolerance above all thinea.  And we do not
like to mee our national dienity lowerad by
{rrational attacks on friendly nations, be
thay Russia, Japan, England or any other,
We have very serious problems of our own
tn solve, and they need all our attention. Mr.
Davitt thinks he has a mission to perform,
but he must not take himself too seriously.
We like to hear his views, we resent having
him try to foree them down our throots as
the final and absolute. We have read history
we are not children, and his idea of lozic and
his want of balance are distinctly childish.

WirtoN G. FisHer
PraImNFieLD, N. J., April 22.

To TAe EpiToR OF THE SUN-Sir; Fact,
fancy and falsehood are so closely woven in
Michael Davitt's letter that it s diMicult to
separate them, Mr. Davitt {s 8o blinded in
his hatred of England that he cannot see his
own blunders in statement. The most con-
spiouous axamp'e of his Iack of lorir perhaps
{s his reference to the famine in Indin. The
British Government did not cause the crops
to fail, but (t did save milllons of lives, even
{f milllons were lost., Rusaia did not make a
present, virtually of Alaska to the United
States. It was a profitable sale.  The ser-
vices of “a Russian fleet in American waters”
never wae proffered to the United States,
This flotlon has been exposed so often that
it {8 soarcely worth denying. England did
not twine try to overthrow this republic and
fat. I cannot understand what Mr. Davitt
{s driving at by that assertion. He gurely
cannot refer to the War of the Revolution as
the first attempt, Lngland wes then unsue-
ul in retalning her hold on the colonies
which afterward me a republic. He can-
not refer to the War of 1812 as the recond
attempt. He appears to be ignorant of Ameri-
oan history. He also is ignorant of the history
of Corea and of Japan when he says the cur-
renoy of has been damaged “with hasa
coin made In JA&adn.' No such condition
exists or has existed, I refer to the Corenn
Consul in this city in support of my statements,

Mr. Davitt ignores the history of Russia
when he attributes a benevolent ohject to
that despotic monarchy in {ts occupntion of
Manchuria, and he offers no excuse for Hus-
sia’'s Insolent refusal to stind by her word

nd withdraw and which has brought her
nto the plight she now finds herself.  Ac-
curacy In stitement i& necessary in drawing
lo( conclusions, ANOTHER ANMERICAN.
NEW YORK, April 20,

‘The Best Golf Player in Congress,
From Leaslde’s Weelly.

Although Senator Aldrich of Rhode Island \s
oonsiderably past his sixty -third year he has taken
such excellent care of his physical health that he
appears much younger. The Senator spends most
of his letsure time out of doors, indulges often In
athletics, and s said 1o be the best golf player In
Congress.

‘The Personal Pronouns,
Teacher--What ars the three personal nronouns?
Pupll—He, She aud It
Teacher —Give an axample of their nee
Pupll~Husbsad, wife and baby

But I do not like '

| nish versa

4 HOTEL ARITHMETIC.

v

“Inquirer’s’” Complaint of an Overecharge
Shown to Be Baseless.

To tTae Eptror or Tug SuN—S8ir: Your
correspondent in to-day's issue who seems
puzzled about “hotel arithmetic” is, I think,
mistaken {n assuming that the quarter of a
day charged for was the price of his lunch,
although it may have been o virtually in his
case. Unless he actually gave up his room
after breakfast, he was undoubtedly regarded
as still occupying it, even though he had
stated his intention of going away during
the day, and of course he was charged for it
accordingly. If he had happened to want to
use the room in the meantime he would have
been justly indignant to find it assigned to
some one else, and in such a case could have
heen rightfully charged only for lunch in-
stead of for a quarter of a day. Now, “In-
quirer” may have actually oocupled his room
exactly two days and no more, but he should
remember that it was his privilege to oon-
tinue to occupy it after lunch and until the
next meal hour without further ohlr,g. .

The {rgcuonal parts of the hotel y" are
marked by the meal periods; but a meal
itsell does not necessarily represent a
8 ongllntz fractional p:n of ":ncc;:t r

or instance, su a
a hotel before Iur‘:gr?.on thgeAmerloun an at
$5 per day, with the understanding that no
room will be assigned to him until 8 P, M.,
owing to a crowded house. In the mean-
time he eats two meals and then finds he
cannot remain over night. In such a case
he certainly will not be charged $2.50 for half
a day unless that is the actua 8rlc of the
meals on the American plan. n the other
hand, if a room had been assigned t? him,
although he may not have so much as ooked
at it, he would charged for half a day, no
matter what the rate was. 'TRAVELLER.

NEwW YOoRk, April 22.

.
ay.
re at

To THE Epttor or Tne SuN—Sir: TRE SUN
of to-day prints a letter from “Inquirer” re-
garding hotel mathematics. “Inquirer” mays
that he with a friend and his wife went to
A New Jersey winter-summer resort and
stopped at a first-class hotel, as their “posi-
tion socially demanded.” “Inqulrer” was
assigned to a $§3 per day room, but there being
no more untaken at this first-class hotel at
that price his friend and wife were assigned
to a $6 per day each room. These prices in-
cluded both room and meals, They remained
two days and & quarter, the extra quarter
being for lunch, and “Inquirer” was charged
$6.75 and his friend and wife nl.{). and the
Ear(y making inquiry wants to know why

is fwo friends were charged $1.25 each for
the same lunch that he paid 78 cents for.

Please, dear editor, why will you put s\;‘ce
soul-rending problems before an unmathe-
matical Fuhlin? You know well enough wé
do not all stop at $3 a day hotels, et alone those
higher up at 85 per day. But as you have
done {t, the writer, ax a humble typewriter
mathematican, feels it his duty to come to
the rasoue,

Now, the difference between the prices
charged—75 centa and $1.25—has nothing to
do with the lunches or the quality of the f
but is represented by the cost of the “social
position™ of his friend and wife over that of

Inquirer” while they were in the .v pehduy
room, his being only $38 per day. ou know
that social position {hm times {8 not secured
cheap, and any one who would kick at a
matter of 50 cents per day—oh, welll what's
the use? Here comes the boss, and I must
get to work.

TYPRWRITER MATHEMATIOTAN,

New Yorrk, April 22,

To TAe Eprtor ov TAr Bon-—Sir: Your
correspondent “Inquirer,” who {s puzzled
over the apparent discrepancy of his and his
friend's hotel bill, basing the bills on $3 and $8
per day respectively, may set his mind at
ease. There is no discrepanoy.

The $5 guest simply pays $2 more a day for
his room than the $3 guest and pays exactly
the same for his meals —three a day. That is,
the 83 guest pays 75 cents for his room and
75 cents each for his meals, while the $5 guest
pays $2.75 for his room and 75 centa for each
real. If “Inquirer” will igure out his friend's
board on this basis he will find the charge
made correct, as follows:

Room 2% days, at$2.75, 18, ............. ... ] u-‘?
Board 24 days, at $2.25, 1s ve . B.08

$11.25
Total, $22.50 for two.

Of ocourse the discrepancy between 75
cents and $2.735 per day for room {s t, but
it does not affect the mathemati feature
of the case, If “Inquirer's” friend were an
old traveller he would have surren (3
room before breakfast and paid for his tw
breakfasts separately —so that h“- bill woul
have stood $21.50 or (if the breakfast charge
was $1) at $22, a saving in any event. But if
he kept the room 2'¢ days he must not object
to{mylnn for it for that time.

can illustrate a great peculiarity of the
working of the American plan —so-called.
At the hotel where I reside a weekly charge
for tabla board is made and no reduction is
made for an absence of less than four days.
The consequence is that the boarder who has
been nbsent two days, in order to zain the
reduction, goes elsawhere to eat for two days
more and the hotel in question loses the money
he spends elsewhere. Query: Is that good
business policy on the part of the hotel?

NEW YORK, April 22 RESPONSE.

Parker Sentiment in Virginia.

From the Portamoulh Stoy.

Bryan and Hearst will not have any con-
sideration in the Virginia State Democratic
convention. The editorials in the news-
papers, the interviews with prominent pol-
iticians and the statements of men who have
travelled throughout the State, all agree in
the declaration that no one but Parker is
considered available as a candidate for the
Presidency by the Democratic party, and he
will be congidered, in spite of the protests of
William J. Bryan.

One of the interviews, which states the
situation necurately and tersely, is that of
J. Boyd Sears, Stita Senator from the Eastern
Shore, who says: “There is no one in sight but
Judge Parker.” Another interview, with
Herbert 1. lL.ewis, Commonwealth's Attorney
of King Willlam county, says: “In my section
everyhody is for Parker-—-business men,
farmers and politicians. There was some talk
of Hearet a few weeks ago, but his ro called
boom seems to have developed into a boom-
erang.”

Indieations of Hearst appeared in Virginia
in three ways. There were newspaper cor-
respondents and writers who “had met
Hearst,” or “heen seen by an agent.” There
were newspapers which sometimes need
money to use in their business. There werea
publicists of the J. Temple (Giraves class, but
lacking in hiis nerve and ability, who were am-
ployed to suggest various nien as candidates,
in order to distract the attontion of the people
and dissipate the strength of the party, so
that Hearat might take advantage of the
dissensions they could create.

These Hearst employees have no influence.
They made their bargains and probably did
their work. That was the end of it. The bad
temper of Bryan and the fanatical desperation
with which he has clung to the defeated plat-
forms and the discredited candidate have
made him a political pariah. Virginia, there-
fore, is for Parker.

One Landlord's Way With Children.

70 THE EDITOR OF THR SUN—Sir: ] was amused
when | read “Hall Columbla‘'s" remarks on boys
and girls. He oan never expect anything different
as long as he pursues the policy he does, and oon-
demns the children before they enter the house.
1 have always got along with the children by bav.
ing someihing In my pockets for them-—pennles,
candy, or, In the summertime, slices of a big water-
melon.

No walls or walnscotlng are damaged or dis-
figured by the chlidren, but a lot of complaints
about the damage done by the grown-up folks I
could tell. 1 guess “Hall Columbla” Is a holy
terror, and !f he spent his time and money In getting
on the right side of the ch'ldren he would have less
complaint to make. Let him try the peany cure
and he will have few complalnts and bills to pay.

My property is sltuated in the densely populated
portion of the Fasi Side, close to the Willlamsburg
bridge. ADMIRER.

Sea Crarr, L. 1., April 28,

Kentucky Green Goeds.

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN--S1r: | am rellably
Informed that the Kentucky contingent iu and
about New York city will meet next Wednesday
evenlng at the Waldorf to organlze a Kentucky
Soclety, Under the circumstances would you
advise me to attempt to buy mint for future de-
lvery? BROKER.

WaLL STREET, April 32

A prose poem on spring by Maurice Maeterlinek
opens the May number of the Metropolitan Maga-
sine. 1t is lllustrated by appropriste and poetle
pletures by Jules Guérin Mr. Nonsal's article
on the Mikado halances My, (i (Crelghton Webh's
satement about the American debt 1o Russia.
Among the eontributors of fNietlon are Maurice
Hewlett, W, A, Fraser, David Gray and J. J. Hell,
while Clnton Scollard, O. Herfurd and others fuy-
The cover I8 very arustic

THE KUNGHUZE BANDITS.

O s 8

A despatch in THE SUN the other day
from Manchuria said that neither the Japan-
ese nor the Kunghuzes had susceeded as yet
in inflicting any damage on the railroad
across Manchuria from Harbin to Viadive-
stok. Many readers perhaps were mysti-
fied by this linking of the Kunghuzes with
the Japanese as the enemies of Russia
Who are the Kunghuzes?

They are the people who figured promi-
nently in all the Russians wrote before the
war to justify thelr military occupation
of Manchuria. Russia asserted that tha
presence of these brigands made it neces-
sary to keep a large force in the country to
guard the raillroad. Their home is among
the mountains that ocover the whole of
Manchuria north of Harbin. Not a singla
respectable cart road extends from Harbin
through these mountains to the Siberian
frontier, though a few rough caravanroutes
have carried considerable trade betwean
eastern Siberia and southern Manchuria
Here live the Kunghuze bandits who mad«
much trouble for Russia until a short tim.
before the war began.

Their industry was sometimes the pillage
of villages, whether Manchurian or Rus
sian, or the robbing of trade caravanc
among the mountains. They acknowledge
the mastery of their leading chief, Haideng,
who inspired so much terror far and wid»
that one of his parents was permitted to
live south of the mountains at Kirin un
disturbed by the Chinesa Governor. A:
last the Ruseian General Kaulbars headn!
a campaign against the rebels, as they wers
called, killed many of the Kunghuzes, an
captured the son of Haidengu.

This put an end about two years ago !
the aggressive tactice of the brigand:
They set up in business as the protectors -
oommetroce, which means that they impose |
a tax upon merchants for insuring the
safety of themselves and their property i1
passing through the mountains. The Rus-
sians were willing to settle with the brig-
ands on this basis,and peace reigned unti|
the outbreak of the war,

To-day, however, the Kunghuzes are tho
allies of the Japanese. Some of them wer»
in the company of the disguised Japane<-
army officers who attempted to destrov
the bridge across the Sungari River a
Harbin. According to the despatch mer -
tioned above they havenotinjured the rail-
road, but they have greatly annoyed the
Russians by cutting the telegraph lines he
tween Harbin and Vladivostok. If wa
should hear some day that Port Arthur
was cut off from eleotric communication
with Harbin for a few days, it would prol:
ably be the work of these brigands. As i
is, Russia has been compelled to keep re
pair forces busy along the'line between
Harbin and Vladivostok ever since hos-
tilities began.

The tribe has also seized the opportunitr
to renew their old predatory habits. The
latest reports from eastern Siberia say tha'
these mountain natives have increased
their price for “protecting commeros.”
They now demand 40 per ocent. of the valun
of all goods on the caravan routes, They
have killed a number of merchants whe
refused to pay the price and complained
the authorities. They have also made bol/l
to attack one of the little steamers on th-
Sungari River, and have demanded tha'
40 per cent, of the value of all cereals an-
vegetables ocarried on these boats thi:
geason be paid to them. The boat the:
attacked was the first to move on the Sun
gari this year, navigation having been
opened earlier than usual, and while there
was muoh floating ice in the river, on ac-
oount of the desirability of bringing foon
supplies to the Russian troops at Harbin.

Thus, while Russia faces her great enem:
in the south, she has among the mountain:
behind her another foe whose depredations
are likely to be partioularly annoying nov
that the Russians really need to fix thei
entire attention upon the enemy in front

A Moving Scene,
From the Hyden Thousand Sticks.

On Wednesday moming In North Hyden. nn
Maln street, lined up elghy wagons and teams. fo-
the purpose of moving the famlily of Mr. Abne
Eversole to London, Ky. The teams are as follow«
Joe Napler, 4 mules, Pleasant Woods. 8 mulss
Wm. Begley, (Shep) 2 horses, Wm. Waooton (Moces
sin) 2 mules, U'ncle Reld Cottongem, horse and
mule, Hughes Asher, 3 mules, John Reins, 2 mules
Jim Salyers, 2 mules. The family consist of Mr:
Abner Eversole Stella, Lawerance, Johnny, Gor
don Roosevelt and little Dortha Eversole. Also
Misses Halla and Bessle Eversole the daughter:
of Mr. A. B. Eversole, who will attend schoo! A*
London. And Miss Maggle Roberts, a daughts’
of F. G. Roberts, who will make her home at M1+
Eversole.

Whale Impaled on Warship's Ram.

From the London Graphic.

When between Malta and Gibraltar, on her w2
home to pay off, H. M. 8. Diana struck a large whai*
some sixty feet In length. The Impact was not fel'
hut the oMcer of the watch noticed, on taking hea:
ings of an Island which the ship was passing, tha
she was not making the headway which was to '
expected, and he then discovered that a large whal
was impaled on the ship's ram, and was just a
pearing above water. The ship was siopped &
the englnes were reversed, and as she went aster)
the whale dropped off. A similar occurrent
was recorded In the Dally Graphie in 1880, wh*
H. M. 8. Immortalite ran Into a whale off the c02
of Portugal while on her way to England. On 1h*
occaslon the colllslon between the ship and to
whale was distinctly felt.

{

Secretary Taft the Strong Man of His (las
From the Washington Post.

When Secretary Taft and Representative fow s
of New Jersey come together they are as cordir
as brothers. Almost twenty years ago they wr°
fellow students at Yale. To Mr. Fowler.Judge 77
s plain “Billy,” and to Judge Taft Mr. Fowler
“Doc,” that having been his nickname In colleg®

As a oollege boy Judge Taft was the “Hully’
h's class, which meant that he was th e sirongest o
and stood up at the front In the class rush. He v
a fre;hman when Fowler was a junior. The N
Jersey Congressman, almost as stalwart a physi
spec.men as the present Scerctary of War, Was Ve
wise a sirong man In his class, The two saw som”
vigorous tests of strength in thelr college days, b
that has only increased their mutual regard.

Toe Much Courting in This Chuarch.
From the London Datly Mad.

The vicar of St. Paul's, Scotforth, Lanosahir”
has Invited sugpgestions from hls congregatio)
for the curtallment of opportunities for courtlag !
church.

One member of the congregation hay propost!
that offenders should be placed in seats near?
the pulpit, and the vicar's own remedy Is the dra’
ing of “a blackliat,” The curate hinted at & 36pATA
tion of the sexes, and mentlons that he has eved
bheard of photographs belung handed about b,
young people In the church.

The vicar certainly thought It a duty o restra .
the practice as far as possible, and finally two la' -
men were appointed to dlsouss and recommenl
preventive measures.

National and Explanational
From the Washington Star.
“Is that Congressman what you would osl *
nstional figuret™
“Well," answered the village wag. “when h*
in Waahlingion he's national, but when he gets bace
bere he's explanations).”

An Appeasing Solo.
Fronl the Hyden Thousand Sticks
The services were further characterieed by !
solo rendered by Miss Mattle Eversole. She a1
In a clear muslcal tone which appeased the ¢
Of the listners.

In the May number of Counsry Life (n Ame”
a genlal optimism tells the reader that sum™
s &t hand. There are profusely Nustratnd artl
on salmon fishing and camping out and fano®
and mountaln c¢limbing. An unusual and °
effentive double page pieture of the Rocks Mo
talns goat at homs shows the advantage of -
large size of the magazine. Mr. lierbert K. "0
provides more of his remarkable bird pietir s
The reading matter, Including some of the mo®
Interesting articles, 1s made to meander 417
advertisements for more than half of the paies




