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" Our Pelitiohl Degradation.

" There is plenty of pull-down but no build-

¢p in & work entitied “Our Political Degra-
dation” (The Gralton Press), by Brig.
Gien. Rush C. Hawkins. The work is &
compllation of short essays setting forth
certain facts which Gen. Hawkins believes
pvery thoughtful citizen of the United
States should know. In his preliminary
words, the author declares that seemingly
a large majority of the writers, who, during
the last two or three decades, have written
about our political condition, national,
State and municipal, have been afrald to
state thelr honest conviotions. Many
among them, the author admits, have
written learnedly, politely and knowingly;
but adds that they have been content to
paddle around startling truths as though
they were floating In a sea of harmleds and
clegant literature, with their facts speoially
sandpapered and emery wheeled so as not
to give offence to common offenders and
the specially favored criminal clasees,
whose backs deserve a lash fashioned out
of the rawest possible hide. “If in the
history of a nation,” the author proceeds
to say, “there ever was a time when honest
and patriotic lovers of their country ought
to speak out and write out, that time has
arrived in ours—where the whole system
is rotten to the oore.”

While the author suggests no practical
remedy for the dreadful state of affairs
he describes he nevertheless declares that
every citizen who cares for decent govern-
ment ought to investigate and ascertain
for himself the location and nature of the
weak places in our political structure which
have given birth to the disgraceful degrada-
tions which Gen. Hawkins insists beset us.
At the threshold of such an Investigation
the author declares there will be encountered
*at least four self-evident malignant forces
in the enormous power for evil whioh are
in active operation” as follows: (1) The
immoral influenee of the Roman Catholio
Chureh, reaching out in all directions as
in the ages past, and corruptly obtaining
political power and untold property.
(2) Manhood’s suffrage, upon which no
honestly administered government can
exist. (3) Nearly, practically, unqualified,
unrestrained, unreetriocted immigration and
(4) Wholesale fraudulent naturalization.

The author in foroeful words reviews

the expenditures for public buildings since
the days of the civil war, incidentally men-
tions the cost of our warships and an-
nounces that the common result has been
“the largeat possible expenditure for the
emallest possiblé return.” The divorce
laws are wrong, the statutes relating to the
collection of debts, rates of interest, trans-
fers of real estate, trusts, crimes, are all,
according to the earnest militant author,
askew, who also insists that our judiciary
is too ' eénormously éxpensive. The ad-
ministration of eriminal law is more de-
fective, irregular and unreliable than that
of the civil, in the estimation of Gen. Haw-
kins, who next proceeds to point out the
vicious voluminosity of the laws which
all of our Legislatures grind out each winter.
Concerning the suffrage franchise Gen.
Hawkins is positively of the opinion that the
purchasing of votes is the common crime
of the country and the lever the practical
politician rglies upon to hoist himself into
power. The story of the Credit Mobilier
i recalled to the minds of the present gen-
eration and the author is certaln that “a
Cromwell or a French Revolution must
present the only argument the spoliation
oclasses can be made to comprehend.”
«1-A for the naturalisation laws, the auther
is convinced that they are a national evil,
and he recounts doings of the Tweed days
and proclaims that Judges are not suf-
ficiently careful in administering the laws.
There I8 an interesting chapter on political
bosses and another entitled *Brutality and
Avarice Triumphant,” wherein the con-
duct of dishonest army contractors is told.
Rallre ~d wrecking is & favorite American
indus. ¥, according to Gen. Hawkins, so
also is stealing standing timber from the
public lands. There is. very much more
of the same character, and then we can
etill see the kind eyes and the apple cheeks
of Robert (3. Ingersoll as in a chapter which
Gen. Hawkins haa incorporated in his book
Col. Ingersoll graciously takes issue with his
old friend on some of the more iinportant
matters under discussion.

Col. Ingersoll closeas with “We have our
faults, we have our virtues, but our country
is the best.”

If any comment is to be passed upon an
earnest and conscientious mind like Gen.
Hawkins's it would be to the effect that
most of the matters which he discusses
with vehement grace occwrred.long, long
ago, and that many of the participants of
the crimes against the Government were
punished; furthermore, that the political
writers of those days did not belong to the
Feather Duster Brigade.

It Gen. Hawkins as a lad went to the
theatre he didn't see the blotches of paint,
the tawdry paraphernalia, the dingy and
dismal surrotindings of the performers and
the stage. No, he sat in front, where the
picture of the stage and the play were
beautiful to his tender and generous senti-
ments, Just so, from the foundation of
this or any Government, the populace is the
audience and the politicians are the actors.
There are good and bad actors, and they
should not be condemned as a class any
more than should military men, physicians,
lawyers, newspaper men and business men.

To the vast American audience of 80,000,~
000 the actors, whather they are Republi-
cans or Democrata, furnish a play whiech,
added to our other blessings. should make
us all devoutly thankful for our citizenship.

A Realistie Japanese Story.

A story interesting for its novelty and in
ways beside will be found in “Nami-Ko,”
& realistic novel by Kenjirp Tokutomi,
translated from the Japanese by BSakae
Shioya and E. F. t (Herbert B. Turner
& Co., Boston). We have liked the de-
soription of the honeymoon (n the first
chapter. “It was evening  at Ikao, the
famous town of hot springs in Jéshd. A
Iady stood gasing at the beautiful scene
revealed through an open screen in the
third story of the Chigira Hotel. age
¥as 18 or thereabouts. Her hair (was
dressed in a tasteful magé (headdress of a
married woman), and she wore a gray
erépe gown relieved by green bows at her
breast.”

No question of the conscientious realistio
quality. Was she a good looking lady?
Our own interpretation of the facts pre-
tented is that she looked very well. “She
was of a fair and clear complexion, and
though her eyebrows were a little too close

thin, ehe reemed to he as gentle in nature
28 she was slender and graceful in figure.
She was not like the plum blossom, daring
fo bloom in the bleak north wind, nor like
the cherry flower, whose petals are blown
hither and thither like butterflies in the
spring morn. She was indeed like the
shy daisy dimly discovering itself in the

dusk of the summer eve.” 2
Such was the gem; and of course it had
A setting. “In the evening of that spring
and Ashio,

Gay the faraway bhills of Nikko
and those .

The Forest Lovers

Richard Yea-and-Nay - - $1.50
Earthwork out of Tuscany - -

THE MACMILLAN COMPANY, its publishers, beg to announce also that
the new novel by Mr. Winston Churchill, entitied *‘ The Crossing,”
probably the most eagerly awaited issue in the year's outpul of fiction, will be pubd-
lished next week, May 25, at .

66 ‘Flfth Avenue, New York.

PUBLISHED THIS DAY
Myr. MAURICE HEWLETT’S new novel

The Queen’s Quair

The plot of this intense, enthralling story covers the six stormy years
of the reign of the young Queen of Scots.
living men warring around the maddening fascination of Mary Stuart,
whom dour, Joha Knox nicknamed “the honey-pot.”
this very human, magnetic woman, made alive again, passionately i
alive, with a power to draw men’s love that has been equalled but

seldom since the world began.

Uniform ‘edition of MR HEWLETT’S #orks.

New Canterbury Tales - - $1.50
Little Novels of Italy - -
$1.50

$1.50

Its characters seem to be

Its centre is

Cloth, r2mo, $1.50,

$1.50

Tha Times Backs the Sun

THE SUN said of

ALADDIN & CO.

(by Herbert Quick. A beom town romance,

$1.50.) ‘“We bave liked the business part
. « . But particularly we must be thankful
for Josie cott.  Josie is adorable. AN

UNUSUAL AND ADMIRABLE STORY. IF
THE READER IS WISE HE WILL HASTEN
HIM AND GET IT.”

The TIMES says: “IT IS A STORY VERY
MUCH OUT OF THE ORDINARY IN BOTH
MATTER, STYLE AND SPIRIT .. .. an
unbackneyed subject, developed with skill
and Jumor, . . Mr. Quick is a wizard who
realizes the dramatic ties. . . . For
sheer excitement and breathless interzst it
would be hard to match in very recent liter-
ature the wild ride through flood and storm of
the special train. . . . Tbe minor charac-
ters have wonderfully distinct personalities,

The Sun smiles on
the Transgression
of Andrew Vane.

s lastan nevel,
-:%iﬁ:&ﬁ%’:ﬁm'u'.‘fr:eﬂm ay
in Paris, $1.50.)

It says in part: “A most accomplished
and subtle scoundrel is Thomas Redwalader
of the American colony in Paris v o .. ..
EVERYBODY WHO LIKES CLEVER FICTION
SNOULD READ THIS BOOK FOR TS WIT,
IS SMART DIALOGUE, ITS PICTURES OF
THE GAY SIDE OF PARISAND %
ITS SUPPLE AND BRILLIANT
STYLE.” &

Henry Holt & Co.,

20 W. 284 St., NEW YORK.

A FORM OF IN.

SANITY IN WHIC

MAN INSISTS O}

PAYING THRRE BOARD BILLS IN-
STEAD OF TWO.

Tglﬂ AND OVER 700 MORE ROARING
DEFINITIONS IN

THE

FOOLISH
DICTIONARY

e. C BOUND, ILLUSTRATED
$olSuE OF HUMOR, AT ALL PLACES
WHERE BOOKS ARE SOLL, OR BY
MAIL, POSTPAID.

THE ROBINSON, LUCE CO., BOSTON.
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the sinking sun. Even the cawing of the
crows, fiying from & tree just beneath,
ssemed to be toned with gold, as two frag-
ments of cloud floated out from behind
Akagi.”

Realism unqueationably, but realism
touched as the poet knows haw. The lady
at the screen in the third mr{n:.mmm
the movement of these vapordus ta.
«The downy clouds, not larger than could
be embraced with both arms, slowly sepa-
rated from the summit, and, glittering like
two golden butterflies, sailed on side by
side toward Ashio through the boundless
midair. With the setting of the sun and
the rising of a cool breeze in the tawny
dusk, they now faded into pink, wére blown
off one above the other and were seen
wandering separaté in the slowly darken-
ing sky. But it was only for a short time,
The lower grew smaller and smaller, and
finally faded away almost unohserved. *
The remaining f ent now turned into
dismsf gray and wandered aimleasly,
Presontly the hills antl skies were shrouded
in darkness, and only the face of the lady
at-the soreen in the third story was seen,
pale in the night.”

Perhaps the clouds represénted Namli,
the lady who beheld them, and Takeo, her
husband. Takeocame in presently. “Lord,"
sald he, “but I am tired!” He disappeared
to take & bath, While he was gone Nam|
brushed his overcoat and “touched it fur-
tively with her liph before she hung it up.”
We have always heard that the Japanese
forms of endearment do not include kissing.

Z

ltoon
War d2

as his wife helped him on with a broad-
striped kimono, He sat on a oushion and
rubbed his cheeks with both hands., “His
head, with its close-cut hair, was as rotund
a8 a chestaut worm, and his sunburnt face
was as red as an apple. His eyebrows were
dark and his eyes were bright, and, though
he had a oaterpillar-like] mustache, his face
was still yeuthful, and one could not help

(OUT TO-DAY)

MAGNETIC NORTH

A NOVEL

By Elizabeth Robins

Author of “The Open Question,” ete.

A2 Few of the Early Comments by Important Critics:

«‘This book is the strongest and wisest and most liberal piece of work
that we have read from a woman’s pen for a long time past.’’—London Sun.

«Lives because it is reas, and because it adds to the ripe fruils of actuai ex-

perience something of the ideal and the imaginative in its treatment, . . It
is an extraordinary book for a woman to write.”’—London Daily Telegraph.

«A genuine, stirring, living narrative of that wild, modern romance, the

gold rush.”’ —The Pilet.

12mo, cloth, $1.56. For sale by all booksellers or sest postpaid

Frederick A. Stokes Company

SCRIBNER'’S
FOR JUNE

The first of the summer numbers contains matter of unusual interest and
importance. Hitherto unknown records of the historic Lewis and Clark
Expedition, recently discovered among family papers, are published for
John Fox begins his correspondence from the Far East.
Frederic Irland contributes a fresh, breezy, illustrated trout-fishing
article. Nelson Lloyd’s delightful serial story of rural life, “The
Soldier of the Valley,” continues with illustrations by A. B. Frost,
Other important serial features are Captain Mahan's ‘‘War eof
1812,” and Robert Grant’s popular novel “The Undercurrent.”
There are good short stories by Juliet Wilbor Tompkins, H. C.
Rowland, and H. E. Dwight, and poems by Marie Van Vorst, Sophie
Jewett, Ann Devoore, Place Hayward, and Ernest W. Nelson.

the first time,

NOW READY

Charles Scribner’s Soné. Publishers, New York |
N T

‘Now Ready

SCRIBNERS

The New Book by the oAuthor of GORDON KEITH

"BRED W it BONE

By THOMAS NELSON PAGE

THIS volume has an additional interest from the fact of its being the
ficst collection of stories Mr. Page has issued since the appearance of
“The Burial of the Guns” in 1 The stories contained in it have, in'

large measure, those distinguished qualities which have made the great re-
pute and popularity of the author of: ‘*Marse Chan' and “ The Gen-
tieman the Black-Stock.” The book represents the maturity of Mr.

Page's talent as a teller of stories.
Qigstrated, 12mo, $1.50

Tbe First Novel by the Author of OUT OF GLOUCESTER

THE SEINERS
By JAMES B. CONNOLLY

The daring, sail-carrying Gloucester skippers who have made Mr
Connolly's tales famous with their exgloits here play their parts in a
romance of a sailor's love and prowess that will rank with the small group
of lasting sea fiction. For the first time women enter among Mr. Con-
nolly's characters, The story is as full of go as the song of “Nancy Lee'’;
and closes with a great race which will be mgmorable in sailor literature.

With Frontispiece. 12mo, $1,50

Another Novel by the Author of THE HOUSE ON THE HUDSON

THE BY-WAYS OF BRAITHE

By FRANCES POWELL

The action in this striking and absorbing novel takes place at Braithe
Manor, which the first American Braithe, years before, had built in exact
reproduction of the ancestral English home of the family, even to the secret
room and the hidden labyrinths of passages called the By- Ways, from which
the novel takes its title. The number of notably portrayed figures, the
romantic charm of the love interest, the alluring atmosphere of mystery
which invests the scenes and the characters, combine to make it a novel to

be remembered. /
12mo, $1.50.

CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SONS : : New York

THE QUALITY OF YOUTH

WHAT MADE AMERICA g

WHAT WINS SUCCESS? The
WHAT DELIGHTS ALL HEARTS? Qua.hty

WHAT WINS LOVE?
of

WHAT IS BETTER THAN WEMTH?
‘Youth

WHAT IS UP-TO-DATE?

WHAT IS A FINE ROMANCE?
Read this excellent story. It is written by LOUIS E.
SHIPMAN, the author of ««D'ARCY OF THE GUARDS,”
and may be obtained from any bookstore. Price $1.28.

SCOTT-THAW CO., 542 Fifth Avenwe, NEW YORK

PRICE, 25 CENTS

Comell Universitye

Cloth, 8vo, $2.25 net.

HOW TO ENOW THE BUTTERFLIES

By JOHN HENRY COMSTOCK, Professor of Entomology in Cornell "Univer-
sity, and- ANNA BOTSFORD COMSTOCK, Lecturer in Nature Study in

With 45 full- page colored plates, and many iilustrations in the text. - {
FPostage 27 cents aaditional. ,

NATURE'S
COMEDIAN

A new novel by W. E. NORRIS.

Author of “The Credit of the
County,” “The Flower of the
Flock,"” ett.

12mo. Cloth, $1.50

ADOLESCENCE
Its Psychology

and Its Relation to Education. |
By G. STANLEY HALL, Ph.D., LL.D.
President of Clark University and Pro-
fessor of Psychology and Pedagogy.
2 Volumes, 8vo. .- Cloth, §7. 50net
Postage, 50 cents Additional.

D. APPLETON AND COMPANY, Publishers, New York.

young Chijiwa, the villain of the story,
who was in the army of Yamaki, the corrupt
army contractor; of the Viscount Lisutenant-
General Kataoka, whose “sbdomen was
targe, his thighs thick as those of an ox”; of
Naini's mother-in-law, a dreadful villainess
in our opinion, who quite legally, under the
Japanese custom of divoros, brought about
the separation of our honeymooners; of
Takeo, the adoring and admirable young
husband, who was in the navy; and of others

besides.

We have marked where it says of the
rascally Chijiws: “An important problem
to him was marriage. He understood
that it was only by a good matrimonial
that one could succeed in life, just

battle off the Yalu River. The book is an
attack upon the Japanese ways of divorce
and upon the monstrous powers lodged
in Japanese mothers-in-law, and it was
necessary, we suppose, to give the heroine
and the hero over to tragical sorrows.
Happily the bad Chijiwa was killed at Port
Arthur. The story is curious and able,
and it is gnmmtln. on very guo.

When the Children Went Crusading.

Noel Talbot, an English soldier of fortune,
and a rollicking and formidable person, is
the hero of “The Bign of Triumph; a Ro-
mance of the Children's Crusade” (L. C.
Page & Co., Boston), Flamel, an un-
scrupulous’ kitchen wench, flirted with
Talbot when he was carousing in Yves le
Breton's inn at Chartres in the year 1212.
This angered one Nicholas, a black bearded
fellow who had been in the enjoyment of

Continued on Eighth Pags.
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By the Author of ** DONNA DIANA,” "CASTING OF NETS,"” Ete.

LOVE'S PROXY

A NOVEL
'By RICHARD BAGOT. Crown 8vo. $1.50.

NEW LAND,
Four Years in the Arctic
Regions.

By OTTO SVERDRUP. Translated
from the Norwegian by Ethel Harriet

CHARLES .

By OSMUND AIRY,LL.D.,M.A. New
Edition. With Photogravure Portrait,
Crown 8vo, $2.26 net. By mail $2.40.

*,*This is a reprint of the letterpress Hearn. With Plates, 102 1llus-
of the volume in Messrs. Goupil's series gm.mf.w "i‘ oxt, ".‘""
of Ilustrated Hh'torleul Monographs. $10.50 net. By mail $11.08.

” Ave,,
LONGMANS, GREEN & CO., "= Ver:
¥ s A | .

- Py \

2 e o Frgr A Lol e e il

T 1YY

Bruvver Jim's
Baby

A quaint trio holds the centrs ¢f
the stage in this novel tale of &
Western mining camp-—old, lanky
“Bruvver Jim,” the baby which he
finds on the plains, and lastly Tint-
retto, the most restless and irrepress-
ible of small dogs. This inimitable
trio from thé outset starts a lsugh

continually provokes anew. One of
the brightest and funniest staties,

The Light
of the Star

Hamlin Garland here turns from
the western plains to write of life on
Broadway and the . theatres, This
love story of the stage has all the
charm of romance, while presenti
an admirable picture of life to-day in
the great metropolis. 5

The Fall of
Ireland = .

his life-long association with the
Irish land movement, bas writtés &
history of the struggle of the Irish
people to regain poseéssion of the
land confiscated under the Crom-
wellian settlement.” The story réaches
back through a peviod of 250 yeats;
and is replete with many interesting
episodes. 4

Kings and
QueensI

A lady-in-waiting to the Quesa &t

personal sketohes of rogalty widl &
wealth of entertaining detail, :

Gates of
Chance

Readers of “The Cardinals
Rose ” will welconie this new series
of fantastic tales which van Tassel
| Sutphen has told of modern New
| York. The hero,with keen Bohemian
| delight, escapes plot and pitfall in
' toying daringly with chance, ‘
| i

'The Son of
[Light Horse

st
g ‘-..'7.'7 -’u":s'

PRI

|
I 5
| Every boy will like this story of
| adventure which follows the career

of General Robert E. Lee from the

time of his boyhood at West Point
 through the Mexicau and Civil
| Wars, The character of our gréat
' general and thé historical setting of
' the tale are admirable throughout. - -

{
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HARPER & BROTHERS.

Japan’s Divorce -

Laws and their abuse déscriptivel
forth lo the great uunug‘ nm

NAMI-KO

¢LL BOOK STORES

BOOKS—All out-of-priat books
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Michael Davitt, well known for

Have Known

many of the European monarehs,”
here presents o series of vivasiés

and one at times very close to téars. .

Feudalismin . |

Roumania, who has had unuspal ops'
portunities to observe .the. l&d :
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