-

' The Sunshine Club has opened a summer
home at Bridgeport, Conn., to which relaye
of New York children in need of fresh alr
will be sent from time to time, some (o stay
for two weeks, others the entire heated
term.

“Any ohfld who ¢ a member of our club
In good standing,” said its president, Mrs.
Cynthia Westover Alden, at the club's
headquarters, 98 Fifth aveaue, “and who
has paid his dues can go to our summer
home. The dues of the club are not of a
nature to break him. You can send a
flower to a shut-in or give an automobile
to our blind babies’ home at Bartow-on-the-
Sound. Either entitles you to member-
ship.

*You ses our cabinet,” indicating & large
glase cabinet filled with a jumble of things.
*Articles needful for the fresh air babies
sre received and given out here.

*It is like the memsure of the widow’s
meal, never quite empty. You see the
little pink sunbonnets? A downtown firm
peys its annual dues by donating them,
another by giving little flannel sacks for
the babies.”

Here two small boys came in to make
siranguments for sending a third to the
oountry.

*It is wonderful how disinterested children
are,” sald Mrs. Alden, as the boys left. “I

ve oné child who wouldn't go without

biidd granny.
* ‘No,’ he said, I can't go out in the
try and leave her at home.' 8o, of
. we will send blind granny along,

She was again interrupted, this time by
@ pretty young woman who came with her
busband to donate an organ for the home
of the blind babies. She had hardly taken
ber departure when another came in, ask-
Ing for a refrigerator for an invalid woman,

*You might swap the organ for a refrig-

"ontor." suggesated the reporter.

“We won't have to do that,” smiled Mrs,
Alden. “We get whatever we ask for, 1
asked for a carriage for the blind babies
last week and got it.

“There are plenty of rich people per-
fectly able and willing to give what is
needed for these children, if they only
know about it. We tell them. We will
ask for this refrigerator and get a dosen.
In all probability they will shower refrigera-
tors on us until we shall have to beg them
to stop.

“But I want to tell you w
children are doing all o
belp others.

‘In Memphis the newsboys ralsed $400
for a newsboy who had been run over and
bad lost both arms. They bought him
wooden arms. You see, they give enter-
tainments at which each boy does what-
ever hecan do best to amuse the audience.
Btrange things they are, too, sometimes.
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The Little Sunshiners and
the Good Work They Do.
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Playing mumble-peg, for instance, whist-
ling, or dancing a clog.

*But the most pitiful thing about this
was that the boy couldn't use his wooden
arms after they had bought them for him.
He wore them three days. When they
gathered about him then, distressed at
seeing him without them, he said:

* Tt's no use, boys. They won't buy my
papers when they see me with my two good
arms.’

“lt was true. People bought papers
from boys who could run to them and
hold out their arms, begging them to buy,
but they passed by this boy with his two
nerveless wooden arms, not understanding
that he was a cripple.

“ \Never mind,’ the other boys said to
him, ‘you can wear your wooden arms on
Sundays, Billy.'

“One way in which they raise funds is
by having rummage sales. They go from
house to house, begging for old cast-off
things, then have a sale of them.

“Then they make iron holders. You
have no idea how well iron holders sell,
The Rhode Island Sunshiners have put an
old woman into a home by selling them.

“A football team has sent us 37 cents
for ioe-water for the babies. That is, they
paid 10 cents car fare for the president,
who brought us the rest, 27 cents in
all. That paid the dues of the entire club,
however, besides which we got up a box
of things out of our cabinet for them, with

something in it for each member of the
team.

“In Colorado the Bunshiners got up a picnic
to go to Pike's Peak. They paid two cents
apiece and sent $1.55 to the Blind Babies’
Home.

r “In their enthusiasm these children do
soms very beautiful things. 1n one country
place they saw an old man digging a grave
for a child.
! = et usline this little grave with flowers,’
they said, and went about picking bluebells
and buttercups and every flower they could
find. When the mother and father saw the
little grave so beautifully lined with flowers
for their baby, they sobbed aloud.

“Down in Charleston there are thirty-

three Sunshiners who have planned to build

a house of two small rooms for an old lady.

Each child brings a brick or a shingle, just
as he can get it. A Sunshiner who is &
carpenter of the neighborhood has given
enough timber to help in the work. Inorder
to raise funds for the house rummage sales
are given every month at the home of the
State president.

“In the Brooklyn branch the girls are
making overalls—little blue overalls that are
worn by boys and girls at the summer
home at Bridgeport. They gather around
their president, Lawrence Allin of Borough
Park, who is a cripple and sita all day long
in a wheeled chair. They talk to him and
amuse him while they sew.

“We have a dog that is very dear to our
Sunshiners, He taught a orippled baby
to walk, The child had been left on the
floor tied to a chair while its mother worked
out for such a length of time that its limbs
became partl alyzed.

“We fnpn:enzd ‘:"r-opy:to the dog and an-
other to the child. Then when the dog
jumped up and ran to bark at something,
which it did every little while, the child was
obliged to move, too. The movement of
the dog jerked him up and about.

“In this way his limbs grew so strong that
after a time he walked without difficulty.
The dog is now a hero with us and fully
realizes his importance. ”

An old woman very neatly dressed in
blue checked gingham and long white apron
arose from the table near the door where
she had been placing envelopes in a drawer
and put the drawer in a cabinet.

“That is Emily Elwell,” explained Mrs.
Allen, as she resumed her seat. “We
found her in the almshouse on the Island,
She had been there for five years. She had
taught in the public schools of New York
for thirteen years. Then to go to the
almshouse! We took her out and sent
her to the home for the aged, and now she
keeps our cabinet in order for us.

“You would be surprised,” returning to
the subject nearest her heart, “how many
children are paying for scholarships for

OH, SUCH_FUN!

ether children and taking care of oid:prople:

A band of boys, of which J. A. MeGregor }|:

is the proud president, have races. They
charge a cout admission. With these cents
they send one boy to school

“In Buffalo the children held a sale for |

the support of a day nursery, so that the
little mothers could go to school. You
don’t know who these littls mothers are!
They are the older girls of the families,
girls of 8 or 10, who care for the babies:
for very soon after the baby is born the
real mother must go out to work again,
you know.

“There are thousands of these
mothers in New York. The street car con-
ductors are well acquainted with them.
They put a baby on the car, then wait and
call for it when the car has made the round
of the city. The conductor knows the Sun-
shine baby arid watches after it.

The trolley ride is often the only fresh
air treat for the slum baby that can't go
to the oountry. Our members among the
shopgiris often call at the homes of these
babies, take one out for a trolley ride,
and bring it back again.

“A dancing class is taking care of a blind
baby at our home. Its members raised
$27 by danving, picked out a baby and be-
gan paying its board at Trumbull Manaion,
our home on the sound.

“Mrs. Cynthia M. Tregear is the matron
there. She is a professionalf nurse. If
you are very sympathetio you wouldn't
oare to go there much. Such sad things

little ||

happen!'

thing to a blind boy. He did not answer.
By and by she went up to him and touched
him on the shoulder.

“Why didn’t you answer me?” she asked,
not in an unkind way, but very geutly, as
one talks to the blind always.

“ ‘Oh!’ sald the child ‘were you talking
to me? I didn't know that. Nobody
ever talks to me. That is—for these blind
children never complain—‘nobody but the
radiator.’ Then brightly, ‘But that pops
awful fine sometimes,’ he added.

“I think, of all the afflicted, the blind are
the most pitiful,” she went on presently
“and there are 80 many of them. Reoently
a newsboy on the cormer of Fourteenth
street and Broadway asked me what he must |
do to become a member of the Sunshine
Club

“ ‘“There is an old blind man,’ I answered,
‘Help him across the street. Then, the
next time I see you, tell me what else you
have done to help somebody.’

“It was a month before I saw him again.
He came running up to me, breathlessly
showing me a paper upon which were
' twenty-seven black marks.

« ¢All blind men!' he panted, ‘that I helped
across the street.’

i “ ‘They have been there all the time,' T
told him.

“ ‘Aw, what yer givin’' me?' he cried, ‘I
ain't never seen a blind manon this croesin’
before I got to be a member of Sunshine.’

“ Of course the members of thé club are not
limited to children or to poor children.
Many rich women are interested in this
.home at Bridgeport. On July 1 they will
ocome in their automobiles to take the chil-
‘dren out for an airing.

#Our home at Hillcrest is given us by its
owner. A certain number of boys live
there until homes are found for them else-
.where among families,

“Rich children assist the poor ones,
They give entertainments at which a fairy
child touchea children with her wand and
turns them into Sunshiners. e proceeds
of these entertainments are given to the
fund. New York has the Golden Hour
Home, from which fourteen children will go
next week to the home at Bridgeport. You
must go and see that.”

The: Golden Hour Home, which is at
241 East Nineteenth street, was organized
two years ago. Its expenses are paid by
two New York women, mother and daugh-
ter. The girls of the East Side are invited
to make this their home.

They ocome after school in the winter,
when a bowl of hot soup and bread and but-

“Not long ago she told me she sald some £
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and bread and tea take the place of the
soup. In the summer they come at 8 in the
morning and stay until their mothers, who
work out, come {or them at night.

A pretty, bright little girl of 9 or 10 opened
the door for the reporter and found the
matron, Mrs. Wicks, for her.

“That little girl,” explained Mrs. Wicks,
*has been almost trained into truthfulnees
here. At first I thought we should never
be atle to do anything with her. We
couldn’t belleve a word she said. Now,
we oan't wholly rely on ber, but she has
improved' so you'd be surprised.

“She comes early in the morning and stays
until 8 at night., Her mother works in a
restaurant; Before we took her she ran the
streets. I» that you, Freda? Run along,
dear.”

When the éhild was quite gone: “She
listens to every %ord,” Mrs. Wicks whis-
pered, “snd invariably repeats what you
don't' say. I am afraid we shall never be
able to trust her.” /

She showed the reporter through the
house, whieh was very neat and well fur-
nished. At the dining room table sat a
young woman dressed in blac

ten children.

“supports her mother and
goods

She works in one of the large dry
. L ]

[ {t.!" to look at these girls you wouldn’t think

Whioch was true, for at that moment
they had entered an upstairs room in which
oonﬁpted around the

prac for a oonoert, the

which were to go toward the
of those bound for Bridgeport.
were mainly girls of 138 or 16, neat

ter are ready for them. In the spring fruit |
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“That girl,” said Mrs, Wicks, in the hall,

N

ready to begin teaching them. = *
“We have helped these girls for twe
years,” said Mrs. Wicks, from the ¥
r<‘)‘nngd ofhthe next roomnintto which é
nad | the reporter “Firs g
to us from the streets rulmlnl%w

n the East Side. \
MiWe after &

“We let them stay here. Thes,

time, we found them places in stores, whevs.

they could earn a little money to h& il
families, That pretty girl with o

rlmeﬁktie is a clerk in a millinery

ishment. oy
“They work through the day now qi
come to us of evenings, as you would t&'s:

clubroom Sometimes tho{ sew &
’l‘hecog‘)(ey m}::ii‘ or hai\'e a litt % m'ldc
“ at t sewing -
to be done by a child of 5? See the:
littlr;( a(itlcho;:i sl"l‘i?d is making & -
work quilt, this c } AL
".\'m‘v, I want you to look at that
delicate girl over there. sitting so
in the chair She is one of those who
go to Bridgeport.
“For two years she was 1n a plaster
Her head had been placed as in & vise.
laster cast weighed 624 pounds It

wmve weighed only three. :

“When we found her she was

fading away in this rison-like th!

family sat by quietly waiting for 0

die, in that calm way common to the vet'y

poor, to whom death is often a relief ;
“Then we brought her here to our

tor. He|took off the cast and the

thing that held her head pinioned,and

hmd )fanmgeug:xg w uigver :énmwe h..
lad she is going to Bridgeport. ope’
she will get quite well thers out in the sun-
shine and the air.”

The mpgztﬁr Io;)kad M:k e‘I::o
was practically a living s n,
she was no longer encased in the p
cast, her ition showed the effect
attenua limbe were rigid. The
head, with its face of the pallid yellowness
of old marble, held itself firmly in the .
tion it had been fo to assume, the n|
eyes looking out dully.

The reporter looked quickly away
Tard the e e | posmibiy, but S
ngly wh g—lles Y, .
such cheerf‘t)lel liee—to & boring girl.

“I am glad, too,” she sig

'

She
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Deputy Chief Kruger

Tells of the Worst Fires of All

ey o

While his men were fighting the fire
that destroyed a drug storehouse in Ann
street a few days ago, somebody asked
Deputy Chief Kruger of the First Division
if he did not fear an explosion He answered
no He knew there were no explosives in
the building

As he predicted, there was no explosion,
and the fire, which was a stubborn one, was
not permitted to spread beyond the walls of
the building in which it started—a fact that
oaused Chief Croker to congratulate him

Ever since the Tarrant fire, three years ago,
a popuiar impression has prevailed that a
fire in any drug house would be a thing to
scare the Fire Department into greater
caution than usnal While this impression
is not correct, thére was perhaps better
ground for such a belief than for thoss other
mulnr fallacies that the most dangerous

possible in a city wéuld be iu the vicin-
#> ¢l a gas tank or a fireworks store. In
.vailty, there is no extraordinary danger
to be apprehended from a fire in either of
these situations

A storage gas tank might be heated red
hot without fear of an explosion, because
under the conditions in which ordinary
fluminating gas is stored in reservoirs it
will not explode or even burn It is only
when the gas reaches the air that it becomes
dangerous

In & city shop where fireworks are sold,
the stock exhibited for eleven monthe out
of the twelve consists wholly of dummies
'.ﬂthout any gunpowder or other explosive.
Such shops are permitted by the oity au-
thorities to handle live fireworks enly dur-
g one month—from June 10 to July 10 in
each year. FEven then the bulk of their
tlook is in transit, but if a fire should break
out in a fireworks store at this time of year
& would give the firemen a pretty hard fight.

Deputy Chief Kruger is a large man,
with muscles and sinews of iron. Despite
his grayish hair and closely trimmed mus-
tache, which show that he is well along in
middle life, he impresses one at once as
being in the prime of strength and vigor,
and his frank, open countenance indicates
genial friendliness, albeit he Is not a talka-
tive man. He would rather do the work
and let some other fellow talk about it.

When & SUN reporter asked him what
made the hardest kind of fire to fight, he
expressed some reluctance about saying
anything for print—advised seeing Chief
Croker and letting the head of the depart-
ment speak for it. But it was some ac-
count of his own personal experiences
that was wanted, some of the episodes of
his thirty-one years of active service in the
New York Fire Department. So he finally
consented to an interview.

*Well,” said the Deputy Chief, “about
the most difficult fire we've had to fight
in my time was in the Chambers street
cold storage warehouse, about five years

ago.

“The lower part of the building was filled
with a poisonous gas of some kind. You've
heard of caves out West that have a layer
of gas at the bottom; animals going into
them are killed and if & man were to lie
down he'd die, but standing erect he's
safe.

*Well, it was something like that. The
men didn’t notice it as long as they could
remain inside, but as soon as the smoke
drove them out to get fresh air, its effects
began to be felt.

*One his 'neck was getting
! rapidly longer. His head would go round,
' he had rather pleasant feslings, then he

Thirty-three men went over
that way in the street, one alter another.

“We had to make a temporary hospital
out of Engine House 20. All recoversd
but one, Fireman Rhinehart, of Engine 7.
He was overcome in the cellar, and while
we got him out alive, we could not bring
him to.

“We had a hard fight to get- him out.
The tenth man who went down got & rope
under his body, but had to come out before
he could fasten it. We felt the weight on
the rope, but when we pulled it came free.
The twelfth man tied the rope around Rhine-
hart's body and then we got him out, but
he died in a short time.

“The peculiar thing about it was the
men could walk around in the smoke inside
the burning building and not feel the effects
of the gas until they got outside We
never knew what the gas was

“The cooling plantywas in the next street,
and the brine was sent through pipes to
the warehouse. It was supposed that when
it struck the flames the deadly gas was
generated

“Nowadays we know prettf well what
to expect from a fire in any building in
any section of the city The chief, the
deputies, the captains know the distriot.

“In the case of the McKesson & Robbins's
fire I knew that they had nothing but dry
drugs, sponges and that sort of stuff stored
in that building Of course, in & case like
that some dangerous chemical might have
been put in within a day or two—that is a
chance wp have to take But we keep
close track of such places

“Some of the Government buildings,

| the storehouses for army supples, &c.,

| conta-n quantities of chemicals and might

! make dangerous fires to cope with.

! almost the worst thing we have to oon-

l tend with is the collapse of & building from
overloading :
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“A fire may be smoulder.ng for three or
four hours before an alarm s sent in, and
just when we get to work on it the floors
give way In the last few years ha! a
dozen buildings have collapsed that way,
but fortunately not many men have been
caught or hurt A

“Thorough inspection of every building
in a district are made thires or four times
a year to know whether there has been
any change in the contents or any shifting
of the location of the stuff. Then we are
inspecting every day as we find time for
such work

“The rules of the department call for
familiarity with their districts from all
chiefs of battslion and company com-
manders. All warehouses are now pretty
well watched by the insarance patrol as
well as by the Fire ent.

“This month we look over the fireworks '

places. For the other months of the year
they carry only dummies, as they call them,
but from June 10 to July 10 they have the
real article and now we keep a close watch
on them (o see that they have the stuff

but at any time the bulk of stock is in transit.

“In cellars and sub-cellars we meet with
a good deal of trouble. We have to get
down Into them as the smoke and flames
are coming up. We had a lively time at the
fire in Nassau chambers a few years ago
when & back draft in the basement cut off
fourteen men.

“The use of elevators in many warehouses
causea careless obstruction of the stair-
ways and necessitates the inspections by
company officers to be more frequent. Such
inspections are made all the time as oppor-
tunity offers—at least once or twioe a week
to all suspected places.

“Klectric wires give us a lot of trouble
sometimes, but we generally get the current
shut off quickly by notifying the electrical
companies. The Bush Electrio Works in
Elizabeth street burned so fast that it was
impossible to stop the dynamos or engines
until we could get into the boiler room,
which was in an adjoining building, and
shut off the supply of steam.

“There were ten boilers in the separate
building and of course as soon as the steam
was shut off the dynamos stopped. A few
of them had already stopped because of the
burning of the belting connecting them
with a main shaft.

“After the building had burmed down
destroying $200,000 worth of property, we
found a live wire in the ruins which came
from an uptown branch of the works. The
fire was about twelve years ago. in 1893,
I think.

*The gas supply also in a source of danger
to the firemen. We always have it shut off
as soon as possible. At the McKesson &
Robbina fire we could not get into the base-
ment antil the gas had been shut off in the
street, After that was done the men could

S R S L T

get inside and also upon the fire escapes.

*There isa lot of alcahol stored in various
bulldinge downtown, bug we have been
very fortunate in not having any fires in
thoss places—especially in the day time
when you can't see the fumes burning.

of factories and places where
esvential oils are used, make bad fires: The
water gathers and the oil floats burning,
and ‘before you know it cuts off your way
of We had a bad. experience of that
kind at the Borner fire in Platt street about
eight years ago.

* A rubber place also makes a hard fire to
fight. At ome of those in Park place about
three yoars ago several firemen were over-
ocome, but none of them was seriously hurt,
however.

“One of the worst times 1 ever had was
about fifteen years ago at a fire on Broad-
way, between Broome and Spring streets.
1 was with a hook and ladder company
then,

“We were inside the building when we
were caught by a back draught. But we
were in a side passage, at right angles to
main passage through the building,
and it went by us and out at the end, and
after it had passed we got out safely. We
were in 8 pretty bad hole for a time there.
* Another interesting experience was at a
re in Broome street. It was only a three
story house, but it made one of the fiercest
fires | ever gaw.

“When we got there we met a man with a
wooah‘ bringing a trunk downstairs.
z baving a bad time. His wooden

g
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*It was in the winter time and the hydran¥
was frozen. For a few minutes we
pretty exciting kind of a time.

“We managed to get behind a
hold it shut. I told him to let
when he couldn't stand it any longer and
we'd make a jump for it. We were neasly
doné for when the men outside
water, and then they broke a way te
and we got out.”

Fire in the neighborhood of & gas
was a subject on which the
was not willing te talk. He would
say:

“My views in regard to that are
different from those of most other

Heavy Athietics Favored In Germaay.

From C. B Fry's Magasine

Wrestling is one of the most populae
forms of athletio exercises in Germany, asll
it seems as if the heavy and muscular bulkl &
the Germans peculiarly adapts them for thim
kind of sport

'gm general pwolic interpreta the wopd
“athlete” as meaning § Wwrestler
lifter or “strong mm.* When ~.
style of athletics was introduced * :
many it was termed “light athieties:” weeshs ' -
ling is termed “heavy athistics.” Inevayp
town there are many clubs induigingie “heawp
athletios, " and numerous
arranged, in connection with
lenges to “all comera” are imsy
can often witness & pitched b
science and brute power
stupendous build, prob% by
or furniture remover, laid
blades in the most ap
wiry fellow as slippery

occasion of the world's ¢
in Berlin an

[J Arema,
centre where lga wres

tling
erected, with tiers of ta
around. As Inck Woup-
roved boisterous and the
air: the championships
the impresario, wo:l:. pa)

tainers, very
town.”




