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A Tale of Six States.

Count Wisconsin now among the
doubtful States, although MCKINLEY
carried it four years ago by 106,000
plurality.

It has been a doubtful State before.
In 1892 a Democratid candidate won the
electoral votes of Wisconsin by 6,600
plurality. His name was CLEVELAND.

In that same election Illinois was also
a doubtful State. CLEVELAND carried

it by 27,000.

Likewise Indiana. CLEVELAND oAar-
ried it by 6,500.

Likewise New Jersey. OLEVELAND

carried New Jersay by 158,000,

Also Connecticut, CLEVELAND CAr-
ried it by 5,300,

Also New York, which had gone Repub-
loan four years befora. CLEVELAND car-
ried New York in 1883 by 45,000.

These six States that went Democratic
for CLEVELAND in 1802 possess, in com-
bination, under the present apportion-
ment, not less than 118 electoral votes, and
these 113 electoral votes will determine
the election.

The Glorious Privilege of Business
Men.

The Hon. J. FRANK HaNLY is the Re-
publican eandidate for Governor of In-
diana, Aecording to the Indianapolis
Sentinel, a Democratic organ, “the feel-
ing is gaweral—and particularly it Is so
among businesa men—that Mr. HANLY
will not do at all. They are afraid of
him-—they have no faith in his relia-
bility.” .

Naturally, we don't accept this Demo-
cratie view of a Republican candidate
an good evidence or any evidence against
him. For all we know about him, the
Hon. J. FRANK HANLY may be the safest
and best candidate in the world and the
business men of Indiana may swear by
him and hang his portrait on their outer
walls, If, however, they are afraid of
him and distrust him, he is a tharoughly
modern candidate and complies with
the contemporary conditions of political
_ . eminence, k

Businese men are “played out,” so far
as apy influence upon politics is con-
cerned, They are a tabooed and out-
lawed class. Not only that, but business
itself has become a sort of crime to be
punished, or at least a suspicious and
dangerous occupation, which it is the
duty of the Goyernment to pry into and
iinterfere with, -

In 1896 and 1800 the Democrats threw
over business and the business man,
1t is not yet certain that this proscribed
class will be restored to some share of
favor with the Demaocracy. Demo-
cratie platforma haven’t ceased spouting
het rhetoric. The sentimental and so-
cialiatic policy has not yet yielded to the
good sense and prudenge which are as
necessary in business as they have come
ta be rare in politice.

In 1896 and 1900 business and the
business men, read out and kicked out
of the Democratic party, found shelter
in' the Republican party. That shelter
has been taken away. 'The romantic,
the spectacular, the militant, has driven
the prosaic to the rear. A sober-sided
citizen looks out of place in a glittering
and dramatically effective parade.

It, i the business of the Government
to meddle with businees: that seems to
be the present Republican policy. Per-
haps business men haveno right to com-
plain. A penetrating, masterful and omni-
farious mind, such as is now at the helm
of things, must have its way and diffuse
a new spir{t through business as through
other branghes of human activity.

A candidate queried or condemned by
business men has the essential qualifica-
tions. If Mr. HANuY of Indiana pos-
sesses that distinction, he is fortunate.
He {8 to be congratulated upon having
won the opposition of a discredited and
despised class, He knows how to bé
popular. He studies the right model.

Yet, however impotent in Republican
snd Democratic politics business men
may be, and with whatever bitterness
their business may be pursued by en-
lightened statesmen and platform mak-
ers, they have pne high duty and conso-
lation, which nothing can take away.
They are still permitted to send checks
to the campaign treasurers,

This is a glorious and inalienable
privilege.

Tibet and the Transvaal.

Nothing has appeared in the history
of England's present expedition to Tibet
which shows a deliberate and precon-
ceived purpose to annex that country or
to acquire supremacy over it by mili-
tary oonquest. Had that been her ob-
Ject, the original expedition might have
comprised a stronger force than 300 native
Indign troops, under command of an offi-
cer whase rank is only that of Colonel,

Wa ‘may therefore assume that Eng-
land has encountered in Tibet a surprise
vmm: in character to that into

she pkun“;: lnpﬂouth Africa, with

. the ¢ . hat PAUL KRUGER con-
ferred with the political mission which
- preoeded hestilities there, while the Tib-

_stams received Col. YOUNGHUSBAND at the

' poing of-the knife and the muzzle of the

M '1t"took Colenso and the Modder

River and Spion Kop to convince Eng-

land that the Boers were better fighters

thin Cren. RRobes thought they were.
1t now looks as if & similar 'exwri-

ence may show England that the denie
gena of the “roof of the world® would

distance telephone. /

Should England persist, as seemingly
now ahe muat, o a campaignof punish-
ment and perbaps subjugation of the
Tibetans, and should the Tibetans main-
tain on attitude of objection to either or
both of those processes, it is quite possi-
ble that England may repeat her South
African experience. While her oppo-
nents are of a less formidable type in the
present instance and have not that full
equipment of modern arma with which
the Boers were supplied, thair numbers
are greater. The entire population of
the Tranavaal and the Orange Free State,
and their immediate allies from Natal
and Cape Colony, was not more than 7 or
8 per cent. of the estimated population
of Tibet. Approached from the south,
the only route open to British movement,
the ocountry is, mareover, an exceed-
ingly dificult fighting ground for Hritish
troops. If both sides are determined,
England may find herself with a large
oontract on her hands.

Should the present complication de-
velop a necessity for a considerable en-
largement of the expeditionary foroe,
England will be faced with ever increas-
ing difficultiés in troop tramsportation
and maintenance. In measured miles,
the distance from railhead in India to
Lhassa is about one-third the distance
from Cape Town to Pretoria. As a route
for a military expedition in force the
South Africam trip is a summer outing ip
comparison with the Darjeeling-Lhassa
journey.

Goldwin Smith on the Changes in
Qur Constitution.

There is no British subject, with the
posaible exception of the Right Hon.
JAMES BRYCE, who ia better qualified to
enlighten his countrymen with regard
to the actual and prospective warking
of the Constitution of the United States
than is Prof, GoLbwIN SMITH. Nor
have we any doubt that the article
which he contributes to the June num-
ber of the Monthly Review on the innova-
tions which time has wrought on the
American Constitution will receive on
both sides of the Atlantic the careful
attention that it deserves.

Mr. GoLpwIN SMITH lays due stress
on the completeness with which the
contemplated method of choosing a
Chief Magistrate has been brushed aside;
on the extent to which the House of Rep-
resentatives has ceused to be a delibera-
tive body; and upon the species of sub-
ordination which that body, although
probably designed to be the chief seat
of legislative authority, has of late tended
to evince toward the Senate. He is also
keenly alive to the grave consequences

threatened by the inequalities of rep-

resentation inseparable from the Con-
stitutional provision that all States,
small or great, shall have the same num-
ber of United States Senatoms, and that
the number of the Presidential electors
choaen by each State shall be equal to
the aggregate number of its Senators
and Representatives. He does not over-
stute the truth when he says that since
the admission of Nevada to the Union
our Federal Senate and our electoral
colleges exhibit anomalies as striking
as were those which disfigured the House
of Commons of the United Kingdom
before the Reform Act of 1832. He might
have added that the gross disproportion
between the political power vested in
an individual citizen of Nevada and
that which is possessed by an individual
citizen of New York differs essentially
from the inequality which in England
formerly existed between a voter in a
“rotten borough” and a voter in a great
urban constituency, because in the for-
mer case it i8 constitutionally incurable;
for the fifth article of our Federal or-
ganic law declares that “no State, with-
out its consent, shall be deprived of its
equal suffrage in the Senate.”

It seems to us that, with regard to the
future of the United States, a somewhat
too gloomy horoscope is drawn by Prof,
GoLDWIN SMITH, His pessimistic deduc-
tions are based mainly on the fact, not
only that our Federal organic law shares
the rigidity characteristic of all written
constitutions, but that, in this instance,
emendation is exXceptionally difficult.
After quoting from BAcoN the aphorism,
“If time, of course, alter all things to
the worse, and wisdom and counsel
shall not alter them to the better, what
shall be the end?” he asks: How, in the
case of the United States, are wisdom
and counsel to be brought into play?
He answers the question by remind-
ing us that “if either party attempted
to amend the Constitution, the other
party would try at once to raise a storm,
The modes of Constitutional amendment
are exoessively cumbrous and difficult;
so that to carry an amendment of any
importance it took the momentum of
civil war.”

It is possible that Prof.” GOLDWIN
SMiTH, like all English, and like almost
all American students of our Constitu-
tional history, exaggerates the necesasity
of definite “amendments,” and fails to
recognize the enormous extent to which
our Federal organic law has been modi-
fied through the application, not only of
the doctrine of “implied” powers, but
also of the far more startling and preg-
pant dootrine of “resultant” powers,
Not that the assertion of the latter doc-
trine ought to startle us; for we owe the
suggestion of the name, as well as of the
thing, to ALEXANDER HAMILTON, Ther
is, as he intimated, a sense in which ou:
Federal or Natiopal Government must
be regarded as one of original and
inherent powers—powers that come to
it from the very nature of all Govern-
ments; from necessity and usage in
government, when reduced from theory
to practice. All functions essential to
the life and processes of a nation must be
conceded to our Federal Government, It
must be allowed to perform ' every
national governmental function which
any other national sovereign govern-
ment can perform, from which it is not
expressly debarred by the provisions of
the Constitutiom Prof. TIEDEMAN, in
his book “The Unwritten Constitution
of the United States,” mentions, as cases
illustrating the employment of original

rather than delegated powers—of what
'Hmu.mx called “resulting powers "
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rather do business with her by long | Louisiana

a legal tender was not delegated nor
fairly implied. The right to perform
those acts wea alaimed, exercised and
allowed, becausq our Federal and Na-
tional Government is recognized as a
Government; and, as such, is in posses-
sion of sovereign and original powers
touching these subjects. Indeed, some
would go further andsay that according
to the late decision of the United States
Supreme Court in the Insular cages, even
the express prohibitions of the Constitu-
tion do not restrain our Federal or Na-
tional (Government from the exercise of
sovereign national powers. 3.

1t would be useful te his fallow coun-
trymen if some day Prof. GOLDWIN
SmITH would show them how largely—
in addition to our written Federal or-
ganic law—usuge haa given us an un-
written constitution, Prof.J. A. WooD»
BURN of Indiana University haa lately
pointed out many instances of practices
and precedents which have been estab-
lished in the United States by custom
alone, but which have come to have all
the force of constitutional law, It is,
for example, the law of the unwritten
constitution that no State has a right of
its own motion to secede from the
Union; that Presidential electors have
no right to exercise discretion in voting
for Presidential candidates, but must
vote for their party nominee; that a
member of the Federal House of Repre-
sentatives must reside in the distriot
from which he is chosen; that both the
House of Representatives and the Senate
shall conduct their business by the com-
mittee system, the members of the com-
mittee in the Benate being elective, while
in the House they are appointed by the
Speaker; and that a party caucus may
determine the course of party action in
a Legislature, whereupon an obligation
rests on the individual members who
participate in the cauous to obey the
caucus decision. The last named usage
is, of course, a feature of our system of
party governmefit. It may be said that
all our regulations governing our party
machinery and the proceedings of party
conventions constitute unwritten law.

The conclusion reached by Prof. Woon-
BURN is that while our Federal or Na-
tional Government is one of a written
constitution, this fact has by no means
made it inflexibly rigid, ner prevented
it from expanding by construction and
usage; that while on paper it is limited
in its functions, yet in mattera essentially
national it may exercise such original
and inherent powers as belong to any
sovereign nation. Thus has representa~-
tive government been enabled to operate
over an expanded area.

Let the Bells Toll.

The Herald makes the suggestion that
on Monday afternoon, between the hours
of 1 and 2, all thechurches in Naw York
toll their bells with funereal solemnity.

So great a calamity as that which be-
fell this town last Wednesday is unex-
ampled in it8 history. The dead of a
great battle are not more than the vic-
tims of the Slocum disaster.q And this
terrible loss has fallen on a part of this
community which exemplifies the best
qualities of moral character and of oiti-
zenship which are to be found in New
York or in this country.

Sympathy is expressed in subscrip-
tions of money for the afflicted families,
and certainly any material need among
them ought to be and will be supplied;
but, generally, the suffering of these
afflicted people is not financial. The
large sum of money, in the aggregate,
found on the bodies of the dead of the
disaster demonstrates that the excur-
sionists of Wednesday were not the
victims of cruel poverty. The distriet
from which they came is remarkable for
ita high average of thrift. An offer of
money to many of the afflicted families
would be resented; though, doubtless,
among 80 great a multitude there is
purely material suffering which mere
pecuniary aid could and should relieve.
Even to bury their dead—a large expense
under the funeral cuatoms of society—
there must be need of kindly help.

The sympathy expressed by the tolling
of all the church bells of the town, and
the manifestation it will afford that the
loss which crushes the hearts of that
aflicted district touches also the hearts

of the whole people of New York, will
be, however, more congruous with the
mourning in those many Eaat Side
homes,

Pure sentiment? Yes; but what else
is there of any real worth in life?

The Alabama Republicans,

There are several interesting side
issues involved in the Chicago conven-
tion, and among them is the fate of the
Republican party in Alabama.

The total negro vote in that State is
2,500. The total Republican vote for
Governor in 1802 was 20,221, Of the 3,600
negro voters a considerable number in
the past has voted the Democratio
ticket. Among these last, for instance,
is Mr. Ap. WiIMBS, who not only voted
the Democratic ticket, but voted for the
Constitutional amendment which dis-
franchised his race in the State.

In view of the relative unimportance
of the negro vote, a Republican coaven-
tion was held in Birmingham at which
there were no negro delegates. The
overwhelming majority of the Repub-
lican voters being white men, the ma-
chinery and administration of the party
were put into the hands of white men.

But President ROOSEVELT'S Adminis-
tration changed all that. Federal office-
holders, like Mr. BINGHAM, the United
States Collector at Birmingham, were
dismissed from the Government servioe,
They had taken part in the Birmingham
convention, and this convention had only
passed by a narrow majority and after
a two days' wrangle, during which
much hostility to the Administration was
developed, a resolution indorsing Mr,
ROOSEVELT.

The Republican party of Alabama was
thereupon reorganized from Washing-
ton. With the postmasters as a nucleus,
another group was formed having the
full indorsement of the Administration.
This group is popuiarly known as the
“Black and Tan,” and the Democratic
negro, WiMBs, bécame one of ite master
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spirite. Both the ropwe.
senting less than 2,500 and the other rep~
‘resenting upward of 30,000 Republican
. votes—~are at Chicago by their rapresen-
tatives, and in the ocontested Fourth
distriot case the seata have been given
to the “Black and Tan" delegates, with
indications that the work of .disrupting

the really fine white Republican organi-

sation in Alabama, which was begun
with characteristic vigor immediately
after the Birmingham convention, will
be continued to the end.

The wrecking of the Republican party
in that State has been a Bore disappaint-
ment to many people in the South, both
of Northern and Southern antecedents.
The new party born at Birmingham was
a vital and aggreesive force. In the
ehanged industrial conditions, in the
influx of Western and Eastern men, and
in the disgust and distrust of the Demoo-
racy produced in the minds of conserva~
tive Democrats with vested interesta
atstake by the Bryanite free silver spree
—in all these forces there was promise
of an opposition party in Alabama which
would put a meaning and a life into po-
litical contention in the State that could
not be otherwise than healthful and
beneficial. Even Democrata, although
recognizing it as fraught with ultimate
danger to their own party supremacy,
welcomed the new party organization's
advent as a portent of a return to saner
conditions.

Therefore there was general regret in
Alabama that Mr. ROOSEVELT'S political
advisers saw in the spirit of disapproval
of the President's course which was
manifested at Birmingham an element
of opposition which must be crushed,
and the hope which some of them
entertained that the Chicago convention
would not indorse the crushing seems
hardly in the way of being justified.

ADpDICKS in Delaware and the “Black
and Tan” in Alabama, apparently, are
both needed in Mr. ROOSEVELT'S busi-
ness.

The Nulsance in the Trolley Car.

If Alderman DowNING has his way,
and his way is practicable, the greatest
nuisance of the open street car will be
abated, That nuisance is not the “end
hog,® but the fellow who stands between
the seats, as everybody knows.

Alderman DowNING's resolutjon, intro-
duced last Tuesday imposes a penalty of
fifty dollars fine and three months in
the lock-up on the open car aisle man.
He gets one warning first; his attention
is just once respectfully invited to the
ocireumstance that he is a nuisance, and
then, if he doesn't get out of sight, why,
call the nearest cop.

The man who stands in the aisle, shut-
ting off with his offensive and, maybe,
corpulent, person the light, the cooling
breeze and all the comfort which people
get an apen cars to seek hasn't a friend.
Everybody in the car looks on him with
loathing.

But suppose Alderman DOWNING has
his way and his ordinapce i passed?
Suppose you are in a hurry, suppose it
rains, suppose there i® no possibility
of getting up or down town uniess you
equeeze between the seats of the open
car? How would you like being fined
fifty dollars and sent to jail for three
months because you yielded to the ne-
cessity?

Wait for another car? Suppose car
after car passes and no ‘petter chance
offers; that you can't get in any unless
you stand in the objectionable position?
But why not compel the railroad to run
cars enoygh to provide everybody with a
seat and then compel people to keep off a
car of which the seats are filled? At the
houre when the nuisance of the standing
aisle man appears the street cars are
usually run as closely together as is possi-
ble for movement and forsafety. If the
railroads drove people from their cars,
in the rain, for instance, there might
be a riot. At any rate, there would
be indignation and letters to THE SUN
protesting against the outrage.

The question of the aisle nuisance,
therefore, has two sides to it—like ques-
tions generally. \

What is the remedy? Multiply the
means of transportation? That the
city of New York has undertaken to do
at great cost by building subways.: But
in the underground cars there will be
standers also, so great and rapid is the
increase in travel. Then more roads
must be built. The whole island of Man-
hattan must be honeycombed with sub-
way railroads. Even when that has been
done, overcrowding of the conveyances
is likely to continue in this island, long
and narrow, where the majority of the
inhabitants want to go down town or
get up town during the same few hours
of morning and night.

Alderman DOWNING'S spirit is right.
We all hate the fellow who stands in the
aisle, and hate ourselves for making our-
pelves nuisances of the same sort. But
the Alderman's judgment is not so
sound. In his righteous wrath he forgets
to take account of the compulsion of
necessity which is put on the inhabitants
of the long and narrow island of Man-

hattan.
e A

There are some queer chaps in the Re-
publican party. The Hon. CHARLES WAR-
REN FAIRBANKS sees a Fairbanks boom in
1008. The Hon. LesLie M. SHAW sees a
Shaw-and-hurrah-for-high-living-expenses
boom in 1008, Do these enthusiasts know
Mr. ROOSEVELT'8 favorite quotation?

* They reckon i1l who leave ME out.”

»

' As the hour draws nearer, our heart goes
out to the Hon, JOHN L. WEBSTER of Ne-
braska, the Hon Live 8T0OK SPRINGER of
Colorado and everybody else who is insulat-
ing himself from the lightning at Chicago.
What a nervous situation! FAIRBANKS is a
natural non-conductor, and. besides, he
slips around on “aneakers”; but he is a tall
pisce of timber and we tremble for him,

The Demecrats of the country are turning to
Judge PARKERR hecause his opinions are known to
be radically unlike BRYAN's.— Philadelpha Record.

Known by whom? Known how? Is the
Hon. TREoDORE WRIGHT of Philadelphia
in talepathic communication with Esopus?

The best way out of the wooda would be
to nominate the Hon. ROBERT MaRION LA
FoLLeTTE for Vice-President. The Wis-
consin Stalwarts would be glad to get him
out of the Governor's chair. Mr. Rooss-

vBLT would be glad to be associated with a

man whose opinions are as conservative
as his own, LA FOLLETTE may have horna
and a cloven foot, as Mr. SPOONER, Mr.

We advise the Hon. Josurm (. CANNON
to wear his oldest clothes and not to look

any handsomer he can holg.

ULTRAMONTANISM OR THE AM-
ERICAN SPIRIT?

A Letter From Goldwin Smith.

To Tar Epiros or THE SBuN—Sir: The
letter on the visit of Cardinal Satolli by a
distinguished Roman Catholle prieet which
appeared in your columns the other day
seemed to show that while Catholicism may
have muoceeded in crossing the Atlantic,
Hildebrandine theocracy and Italian au-
tocracy have nat had the same sucoess. It
will be wondarful if they ever have it, con-
sidering thelr relition to the spirit and
principles of saciety in the New orld.

Before me lies the Syllabus, the last and
most complete expression of Hildebrandine
theocracy under Jesuit inspiration. As
your readers may be aware, it form is that
of oondemnations of & series of heresies.
Among the heresies condemned are such
as these:

It 1s free to eve an to embrace and profess
the religlon which the Hght of reason leads him to
belleve true.

The Chureh Is not a true and perfect soclelv en-
tirely free, nor does Its authority rest om Its own
pruper and constant rights conferred on 1t by Its
Divine Founder, but it belongs to the clvil power to
define what are the rights and limiis of the Church
withia which her jurisdiction may be ezercised.

The Church has not the power of applying foree,
nor any temporal power, direct or indirect.

The sacred ministers of the Church and vhe Roman
Pontiff are to be excluded from all care of and
dominion over temporal affalrs.

In a confilct between the laws of elther power,
the clvil law prevalls.

The Church ought to be separaie from Lhe State,
and the State from the Church,
.

In our age It Is no longer expedient that the Cath-
ollc religlon should be regarded as the sole religlon
of the State to the excluslon of all other forms of

worship.

The last two articles denounce the free
publication of opinion and the belief that
“the Roman Pontiff can and ought to recon-
cile himself with progress, liberalismy, and
modern civilization.” Deflance of the prin-
ciples and gains of modern civilization is
the pervading spirit of the manifesto. It is
diffioult to see how a man imbued with
such principles can be entirely at ease in
his position as an American citizen.

The hiatory of Montalembert, Lacordaire,
and Lord Acton shews that anything
liberal, however combined with thorough
fidelity to the Catholic faith, is alien and
hateful to the Jesuit who reigns at Rome.
Your correspondent deplores the dismisaal
of Bishop Keane from his college headship.

/The wonder would have been if the Jesuits

had allowed one so liberal as Bishop Keane
to remain.

Ultramontanism is not only alien to the
spirit and principles of American institu-
tions and civilization; it is absolutely an-
tagonistic to them. Of this your eminent

correspondent appears to be partly aware.
TORONTO, June 13. GOLDWIN SMITH.

MAYOR M’CLELLAN.

From the Arizona Republican.

The opportunity for Mayor MecClellan is
one that seldom offers in politics’ If that
young man should take occasion to define
his beliefs in a way to appeal to the Democ-
raoy, it is scarcely possible that his nomina-
tion cowld be prevented. On the morning
after the election, last November, the Re-
publican pointed out that the phenomenal
majority cast for Mc(lellan in New York
made him the most available man in the
Democratio party for the Presidential nomi-
nation, and that it was only necessary for
him to make a clean record as Mayor to cap-
ture the nomination should he become a
candidate.

As it happens, McClellan is the best Mayor
that New York has had in recent years. Dur-
ing the campaign made against him by the
reform foroes it was urged that his election
would bring a return of corruption in every
department of the city government and the
triumph of vice in a flagrant form. But Mr.
McClellan promised that if elected he would
give New York a clean and honest and eco-
nomical administration, and he has kept his
word. The fact is admitted by Republicans
as readily as by Democrats. Better order
prevails, and better, cleanér government is
had at the hands of Tammany's Mayor than
was seen under any af the reform Mayors.
Even after the election, Dr. Parkhurst, the
preacher politician, stated in his refined way
that under Mayor McoClellan New York would
be “hell with the lid off,” but McClellan has
kept the “lid” irmly down. The police force
is more efMicient, there is a more successful
suppresaion of crime, and the taxpayers are
better pleased than they have been in years.

All this has atiracted the attention of the
country. George B. MoClellan has become
one of the “big” men of the United States.
It is not conceivable that he can beat Mr,
Roosevelt at the polls, but the great honor
of a nomination at the hands of one of the
great parties seems more likely at this writing
to go to him than to Judge Parker.

The Rights of Laber,

To THE EpiTon oF THE BUN—Sir: Your
editorial this morning on Free Labor sounds
the keynote.

The time has come for the American pub-
lic to place themselves squarely on record for all
that Free Labor means. They will welcome the
right. And from such an issue and campaign
the Republican party should not shrink.

NEwW YORK, June 18, W. F. H.

He Doesn’t Change the Name of the Nation.

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: Could you tell
me by what authority Secretary Hay changes the
name of “The United States of America” as he has
done or Intends to do?

The Constitution says “We the people of the
United States”; and further on agaln says “All
leglalative powers hereln granted shall be vested
in a Congress of the United States.” Nowhere does
It méntion just plain:American. Of course, with our
energetic President to sanctlon such a change It
|s without doubt & proper one to make.

BROOKLYN, June 17. R. E, KINa.

Experience Made Her Calm,
From the Kansas Clty Journal.

At Cottonwood Falls the other day Lovi T. Chase, !

aged 58, and Lucy J. Mercer, aged 00, stood up be-
fore the Frobate Judge and were married. “Are
you nervous?!” she whispered to the groom as they
took their places beforc the officlal; and the ques-
tlon was proper, for he had néver boen married
before. But with the bride It was her fifth matri -
monlal experience, and she waa calm.

An Afterthought.

To T EpITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: 1 think you
are too severe on President Roosevelt, but you
publiah the hest newspaper In the world. C.

NARRAGANSETT PIRR, June 17,

Incendiary.
Ladybug-—-The Fireflles seem to be siraply rolling
in money.
Tumblebug—Yes, 1 understand they have col-
lected a great deal of Insurance.

The Stages of the Dandelion,
The violet Is fragrans,

And besutiful the rose;
But close to human nature

The dangiellon grows.

In youth its clustered ringleis
With golden brilllance burn,

And then, despite all halr dye
To scanty silver tumn.

The three score ten of flewers
Oomes with relenticss fate,
Then sadly 1t exhibits
A bald and shining pate.
MCLANDBUROR WILSOW,
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*""rHB SLOCUM DISASTER.

' o ——— % '
Whether It Was of Ged or of Man Dis-
cussed by Many Correspondents.

To eg ED'TOR oF Tag Sun—Sir; Wiliam
C, Langdon, whose letter you print to—d:{
with comment, evidently thinks the Gener.
Blooum suffering in vain. BSurely this
{8 a very shallow view, When we eee
the harvest of herolc deeds and generous
pity which has sprung out of it, we must
know that it had its use In the Providential
socheme for the betterment of mapkind,

All that Is highest and best in humanity
depends, broadly speakink, for-its awakening
upon evfl and misfortune. Courage would
be unthinkable without danger, charity would
be only a latent possibility without suffering,
trust in the Wisdom whioch governa human
destiny would be an uncultivated virtue
were it not for the ordeals which prove to 1s
the incompetence of the phuse of existenve
which we are pleased to call “life.”

The trials and hardships which come to us
a8 Individuals are designed, ungreltlonubly.
or the development of personal character,
But communities--cities, States, nations—
?l“z, ggﬁd tie immululm of pooa 1
0 tone up 0 .
war and l()lh':l‘r!‘rl‘)lﬂérﬂt:r);:. egrlllnhmu
::l;rlnp:rnry sense luralln their eternal signif-

(A supr Dles .

That th‘c; loa'::fenmblsen:o.currence of Wodnecc
day was not @ wanton cruelty, but a sublime
Ini?lrutlnn. I think any feeli {nm will
realize as he feels the*tears with Which every
line of the newspaper reports have heen
written, A BELIEVER IN PROVIDENCN.

NEW YORrK, June 17,

Politieal Corruption the Cause,

1o THE EplTOR oF THE SUN—Sir: 1 have
read with keenest interest and greatest ad-
miration your simple and clever reply to Mr.
Langdon's letter concerning the General
Slocum disaster, over which the whole city is
now convulsed with horror To persons
who, like myself, are not religious and more
inclined than not to question the methods of
that unseen Providence, or God, that whole
article cannot fail to appeal most strongly.

We humans are too prone to caet blame on
God for what is but the inevitable result of
purely liuman carcleseness, o[‘ neglect of
obvious duty. It ir #o easy to shift reaponsi-
bility in that way. Without daubt, this whole
dreadfu) happening is direotly tr:’oeublo to
corruption in politice. Bribed inspectors
of steamboats and other public conveyances
are not -going to do their appeinted work
aright: bribable ins‘»ectnrs would not be

ossible did the people put only honest men
nto office.

Therefore, why blame (iod for this awful
atastrophe? Blame solely the voters who place
n such responsible offices men whom they
know only desire those offices for the per-
quigites thereof and not at all for the publio
good. AN INDORSER OF YOUR VIEWS.

New YORK, June 17.

Greed the Bottom Cause.

To Tie EpniToR or THE SUN—B8ir: Refer-
ring to your editorial in te-day’s SUN com-
menting on Mr. Langdon's letter: In this
terrible calamity visited upon the innocent
we have driven home to us most forcibly an
{llustration of the far-reaching effects of
good or evil actions, no matter how small they
may be in the beginning. The law of nature
ts onward, and she tolerates mo wrong, or
retrogression, whatever the seeming may be
to us who do not fully comprehend. Let us
be wise, let us look back through the effect
to the cause, and we will no doubt find that in
this case, as also in the case of the Chicago
theatre fire not so long ago, the seed of this
bitter fruit was desire for a.\nrlchteouu gain,
that curse of the present day—“graft.”

We need not rail against God, or any power
that rules the universe, Let each one
look inte his own inner consciousness and
judge if he is free from guilt, or the toleration
of it. There is an Inevitable law from
which we cannot get away, and the sooner we
recognize it the better it will be for ourselves
and those innocent ones intrusted to our

care. E. B, 8uaw,
NEw York, June 17.

An Agnostic View.

To THE Eprror or THE SuN—Sir: Having
read yvour article on Mr. Langdon's letter I
should like to say a fow words for the benefit
of others who have similar ideas,

The word “Giod” has no definite meaning,
and when we use the word we don't knew
what we are talking about. Neither da the
priesta and paroonu. 'rlr-y only think or
pretend they do. To belleve in an omnip-
otent personal Ruler and D r of the
universe who permite these terrible calamities
is to believe in a monster.

f there I8 such a thing as blasphemy, surely
this is it. But, as THE BUuN truly says, "\:
ways of Nature are discoverahle. ature

relentless, There are no miracles in the
Biblical sense and never have been. Every-
thing i8 simply cause and effect, Be honest,
be conscientious, observe Nature's laws,
take no chances, and don't blame “God,” a
mere figment of the imagination, for the

results of human careleseness, or folly, or
criminal greed. This is sanity. T'he other way
madness lies AGNOBTIC.

NEW YORK, June 17, .

Read the Book of Nature.

To THE Ep1TOR OF THE SuN-—Sir: Refer-
ring to the disaster in the East River and
your reply to Mr. Langdon's letter, it seems
to me your editorial is evasive and parts of it
more or leas shrouded in superstition.

Why not look at things just as they are?
Men have alwaye had their gods; some golden
images and some of clay, made with hands,
and others have chosen their gods from among
their ideals, endowing them with human
attributes, such as loving kindness, mercy,

ity, jealousy, hatred. To these gods l,men

ow down and offer up praise and sacrifice,
and when a_ catastrophe comes uloxix the]y
are confounded, perhaps lgse faith in their
ideal and cry out in their desperation, “The
wavs of Clod are past finding out.”
ut, above all—as much above this super-
stition as Heaven is above the Earth—Is Bu-
gratme, lno;xr;rab[e?mxrei fuhoofldl d not m?ko
vature or Nature's laws, :
ordinary human attributes, he wm*’#.%
made them more satisfactory to critical hu-
manity and to other animals as well. Perha
Nature's laws are truths; they are so; an
do not have to be made. People may read
the Bible and Shakespeare, but more im-
Pnrlunl it is to read the open Book of Nature;
hen everything is explained. Fire burns an
water tarnishes without be«'lnnlng and with-
out end. . P. BRIGDEN.

Not an All-Wise Dispensatien,

To THE Epitor oF THE S8uN—8ir; In the
paragraph preceding the last in your able
editorial on “The Mystery of Good and Evil,*
vou gay: “Mr. Langdon puts on God the re-
sponsibility for the General Slocum disaster,
but aotually the responsibility was altogether
human.”

True in one sense, but in the sense which
1 think Mr. Langdan tried to convey fo TEE
Sun, and the only sense in which one can
take it, if there be any sense in theology, it
is not true.

Sug‘mse TeHE BUN owned and ran the Gen-
eral S8locum, but failed to obey the laws o
the State and common sense because it wan
to_fill its coffers. ]

It seems to me that an omnisoient and all-
wise God would givea consclenceand promote
the growth of the same in proportion to the
responsibility coming under it.

To thinking men the apologies in behalf
of Divine Providence are nil and only make
us utter the words of the bard of Stratford:
“In religion what damned error but @
sober brow will bless it and approve it vith
a text, hiding the Sronnau with fair orna-
ment, AMES E. LARMER, JR,

NORWALK, June 17.

Man's Craft and Negligence Responsible.

To TaE EpITOR OoF THE SuN—8ir: Your
editorial reply to Mr. Langdon In to-day's
SUN, written in the shadow of an overpowes
ing misfortune involving the lives and for-
tunes of thousands of sufferers, gives a good
many true points without in any way sup-
porting the views of your correspondent. It
must seem even to an atheist of the most
pronounced type rather a revolting sort of
bypocrisy, and ignorance as well, to forget
{n cases like the present all the folly, selfish-
ness, criminal carelessness and ahsurd stu-
pidity of humanity, and blame only and ex-
clusively the incomprehensible ways of that
Power or Providence which we, having no
other conclusions to find, presume to exist,

Instead of pointing its threatening Anger
in the proper direction and Ainding the guilty
one and saying, “Thou art the man,” and
then letting stern justice step in to punish
swiftly and severely, public opinion is first
shocked and excited, them doubts every-
thing, God included—and finally forgets.
To-day a flimsy tinderbox of a theatre,
to-morrow the same quality in an exoursion

steamer, & tunnel disaster, tenemen
fires, hastily built skyscra) r : houu.'
greed, inhumanity, incompetence, y
and “get rich anioﬁ' principles—why

religion and Prov!

idence into suc! mpany
If, it nece w doubt the .
higher power twelve or hup-
dred women and children are pac [
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W YORK, June 1 COMMON BENBE.

A Providential Lesson.

To THE Ep1ToR oF THE BUN—S8ir: The
faithless letter of William C. Langdon, puh-
lished in your edition of to-day, relating to
the “terrible fraud” of & God who “permits
a thousand school children to die awful
deaths for believing in Him" is vold of sound
reasoning.

Is it not more reasonable to believe that
the human mk}. is 8o gonstituted that vivid
examples of the results of negligence in
the cominon occurrences of life are needed to

rrect the wrong committed? This holocaust,

readfulas it was, issmall in oYmpnrlaon with
what would ensue if the evil was not cor-
re right now, as is likely to be the case,
as shown by the energetic measures the
Federal and city authorities have already
en. SEMI-OCCASIONAL.
NEw Yomk, June 17,

Man’s Evil Not God’s Cruelty.

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: Apropos
of your excellent editorial in to-day's Sun
on “The Mystery of Good and Evil,” I would
suggest to Mr. Langdon that he vent (some
of his spite and spleen, not on the Almighty,
but more appropriately on the men actually
responsible for the calamity.

We are too ready to shift our mistakes
and shirk the blame. Cod gives is common
sense, and in this century we are supposed
to have uncommon sense, a sort of “up-to-
date” intelligence, as it were. If we take
useless risks and neglect neoensar{ precau-
tions we must and should bear the conse-
?uencu. and if others are involved and suf-
er with us, so much the worse. Vicarious
suffering runs through the universe.

When we are sure we are in no way to blame
for evil and have done all the good in our
&over, t i8 time enough to rail against God.

® has to teach us severe lessons, which we
will learn no other way. Even in thia latest
lp{ulllnq disaster we can find some comfort
in the calling out of sincere sympathy, promp!
aid and heroic deeds of unselfishness, which
reveal our better and higher nature, as
pleasure seeking never does. J. D. GROVER.

New YoBK, June 17.

The Laws of Nature Inexorable.

To THE EDITOR OF THE BUN—Si#r: Mr, Wil-
liam C. Langdon's letter in Ta® SuN of to-
day, bitter and sacrilegious as it {s, expresses
the thoughts of thousands of thinking men
in this country to-day—men who live upright
and honest lives, but who do not and cannot
belleve in religion as taught in our churches.

You say that “the death of Tom Paine used
to be described by religious writers as pe-
ouliarly horrible because of his infidelity.”
How about the calm, peaceful death of Reb-

ert G. Ingersoll? Above all men, he surely
:l mt!l!xd ve been picked out for a horrible
T

Again, if the calamity of Wednesday had
bnp%enod to the Bartenders' Au?‘clulon while
their annual outing or to such a crowd as
eor:i'l‘l.‘nn during :-be first
yacht races, & few yeara
eon deacribed as the wrath

od upon the sinful.

o

In the Paterson fire there wera desgroyed
five churches, lug‘l’nc Baptist, Eirhoo_Fol,
Presbyterian and Roman Catholic. he
fire itself, as well as the other calamities
which befell Paterson, was ase dowa y
many of the religiously inclined as God's

went out on the
Rellance-8hamroc
ago, it would have

punishment upon a wic! city, where crime
000, to be th:o::y alr. a
liable ton‘:'{:grond “y‘m ﬁw o? Jﬁ!m
[T R ML Rl TP
ngglnurtem with the course of fismes. They

follow laws absolutely definite.
lem‘;, June 17, R. E. D.

The View of Mr. Langdon Sustained,

To THE EDITOR oF THE BuN—Sir: Quite
right is Mr. Langdon. If, as you say, the
responsibility for the Slocum disaster was
human, where then was the Guardian Angel
who we were taught from infancy hovers
over the little children to protect them

Look at the help rent}e by all th near,
even at the risk of their o‘rn ives, an

are the same with a so-called just and merci-

ul God, who ocould have stopped it all with a
breath of his almighty power.

Is this encouragement to belief fn a God?

NEW YORK, June 17. JOHN MUBLLER.

What Would Have Happened if There Had
Been & Miracle,

To TR EpiToR oF THER BUN—Sir: Your
correspondent who wants to know why the
God of the Lutheran Sunday sohosl didn't
save the women and children from drowning
and rou(‘lvnl overloeks the fact mlt hml ae
d(l::e 80 by a mlrmle‘eve ‘ogll;l;:?ntlon rux;a
n a epger carryin ness wou
imrnediately lgpenu‘wi b lfeboats ang 'lifo

reﬁve and any extra ;

P G dlqn't,%lveynt lhunbgau. neither did
he invent Sunday schoal excursions. X.
BROOKLYN, June 17,

One Way te Reduce Municipal Expease.
From the Electrical Review.

Our forelgn exchanges report tnat at eme of the
meetings of the South African Lighting Assocla-
tion, to accouns for the shrimkage in the consump
tion of gas, It wag explained that the Government
of Cape Colony has adopted a standard time which
moved forward the day one hour. Now, the people
of South Africa regulated their dally affatrs by the
clock before this change, and they still do so. They
Pise one hour earller, and go to bed accordingly.
This shifting forward of the day in eflect extends
twilight Intp the night. Street lamps are Iit an
hour later—aocording to the clock—and as they are
extinguished at the regular tinie, an hour of light
ing 15 saved. It does not appear that the mnew
life |s lass enjoyed than the old, as doubtless the
chickens, cats and other domestip anlmals have
also adoptled the new day. This Is surely an ex-
ceedingly simple and effeetive method of reducing
oae Itamn of municipal expense, and we recommend
1t 0 those towns which, owning m pal plants,
each year have the hard problem making the
income meet the Expenaea.

Proits From Misseuri Moonshine.
From the Kansas City Journal.

1t1s not generally known that considerable moon-
shine whiskey Is made In southwest Missouri.
Detective James Rosche of Carthage has arrested
several proprietors of illiols stills recently.

Mr. Rosche says that Missouri moonahiners
make big profits as long as Uncle Sam lets them
alone, He pays they “take one gallon of cheap.
black molasses, which oosts about 3 cents; two
bushels of meal, at an average cost of 85 cents per
bushel. and some water. This is made Into a mash
allowed to fermen}, and the stuff then goes through
the process of evaporation. This amount of molasses
and meal, with a sufficient amount of water added

kes forty gall of hi which 1ssold
for 8 wer gallon. The men who engage in the
fllicit disuillng of whiskey are usually of the more
ignorant class. That ls. they are uneduca but
what they Jack In book learning they mBke up In
shrowdness that cannot be learned in schoot, M08!
of the men engaged lp this business are desperais
fellows and do not hesiiate to defend thelr llbert:
with the use of guns,”

Verdict of “Guilty, But lanocently.”
King Correspond. Raleigh News and O
server.

In the Superior Court yesterday a case in which
more or less interest was manifest was the casc
of State vs. lsasc Matthews, for trespdes.
vather unusual verdict was rerdered by the fury
when they Arst entered to give thelr verdict, which
wea “Gullty, but innoocently.” His Honor recharged
the jury and sent them back with instructions to
render a verdict of “Gullty” or “Not gullty.” The
final verdict was “Guiliy."

‘——ﬂ-——-
The Industrious Lecal Reporter.
Froni the Cadiz Sentinel.

Travel 18 50 heavy between here and Oblcago
that Sam Dickerson and wife were unable to obtain
& sleeper between Columbus and Chicago.

Cause and Effect.
Sunday School Teacher—Yes, Johnny, I8 valned
forsy days and forty nights.
Johnny—Whew! Whai & ot 0f peoplie must have

.started on picalcs,




