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Cemmon Bense and Claim-Alls,

The Hon. THOMAS TAGGART is & rare
optimist. “We are going to win this
year,” he says, “there are no quargels
and no factions.” Arcadian innocence,
the harmony of the Golden Age.

The Hon. PATRICE HENRY
is more deflnite. He “ocan you some-
thing about New York,” he does:

= This State 1s golng Desiusiiztio by 50,000 plural-
ity. Remember that prediction, 1 am sure of v,
‘We shill give Judge PARXuR 00,000 plutallyy and
elect & Domooratic Governor.”

Every political pilgrim of the first,
second or third class who oarries his
wisdom to Sagamore Hill is just as bold
in his published remarks. He puts on
magnifying glasses and elects RoOSE-
VELT, just as the Democratic managers
put: on their magnifying glasses and
elect PARKER.

All these Democratic and Republican
talkers know they are talking idiocy.
Everybody in the country knows it. The
fight § going to be hot and close. There

. aredivisions in both camps. At present,
at least, nobody has any means of kqow:

ing what'the end ‘willbe: . ..
Why, then, must the political &ugurs
kesp up their old foolish patter and
*claimy everything”? Is there any good
reason, other than habit, why politicians
mhn't condescend to common eense,
in publio?

WillRggland Be Foroed Into the War?

Simuitanecusly with the report that
- Newchwang hes been evacuated, and
that a strong Russian force, posted
Tashichao, has been compelled, after
desperate ‘resistance, to fall back on
Hafcheng,.comes the news that fresh
provoostion, has been given Great
Britain by+the sinking of the steamer
Knight Commander off the eastern
coast of Homdo, the principal fsland of
the Japanese.archipelago, In the latter
incident our own Government is in-
terested, beoatse, although the sunken
ship was British, a part of the cargo was
Amerioan, having been shipped | by
American. merchants to American?bon-
signees in Japan.

There is, of course, a sharp distinotion
between the case of the Malacoa or that
of the Ardova, both of which have been
surrendered by*Russia to Great Britain,
and the oase of the Enight Commander
or that of the Allanton, which last named
steamer had previously been captured
and sent in charge of & prise crew to
Viadivostok. The two formeér selsures
were made by vessels belonging to Rus-
sia's so-called “voluntesr fleet,” the
claim of which to exercise the naval
rights of belligerents is challenged by
the British Foreign Office, and waived
for the present by the St. Petersburg
Government. There is no doubt, on the
other hand,that the vessels belonging to
Russia’s Viadivostok squadron are regu-
lar warships, qualified to perform all the
belligerent acts authorized Dy interna-
tiozal law, and therefore at liberty to
stop neutral vessels and search thém for
contreband. Whether the Allanton was
conveying oommodities which justly
could be described as contraband of war
is a question which, had the case of that
steamer stood alone, Great Britain doubt-
less would have left to be determined by
a prize couft at Vladi though it
might, and probably would, have ap-
pealed to St. Petersburg from the decision
of that tribunal.

The grave feature of the Knight Com-
mander onse,is the sinking of the ves-
sel. The Russian cruisers belonging to
the Vliadivostok squadron indisput-
ably had a right to stop the vessel and
search her, and, if her cargo, part of
which, as we have said, was consigned to
8 Japanese port, included goods that,
justly or plausibly, might be regarded
as contraband of war, they had a right
to send the steamer under a prize crew
to Viadivostok, where a court could
decide whether she was “good prize.”
According to the weight of legal author-
ity, however, the Ruasian cruisers had
no right to prejudge the case by sink-
ing the n ship, unless, indeed,
her crew h isted *a search, or
refused to obey the orders of the bel-
ligerent vessel. . As no such pretext is
alleged, the British Foreign Office will
unquestionably demand an apology and
damages.

Our State Department also has a right

. . to protest against the destruction of so

much of the oargo of the Knight Coms«
mander s was the property of American

. Even that part of the oargo
which {s alleged to have been contraband
should have been reserved for examina-

‘= tion at the hands of a prize court, and

ought not to have been condemped by
the summary fiat of a naval officer. Ad-
‘mitting, mereover, for the sake of argu-
ment, that one or more consignments on
the Knight Commander would have been
adjudged contraband, we are confronted
by the question whether other consign-
ments, obviously not contraband, are sub-
jeot to confiscation, merely because they
happen to be carried on the same vessel.
If international law is not now clear on
this matter, an early decision on the point
should be secured from The Hague court,
or from an international conference of
the maritime Powers. It is true, as the
London T'imes point: out, that the great
size of modern steamships, the varied
nature of their cargo, and the number of
consignors and consignees render obso-
lete tbnkbm of dealing with con-
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aqd, and make it indispensable that
lations should be framed.
h incurred by American ship-
pers through the sinking of the Knight
7 which occurred on July 24,
is only the first of what is likely to prove
a se “of injuries which American
traffio with the Far East is likely to suffer
through Russia's construction of a bgl-
ligerent's right to deal with neutral ves-
sels, About the same date the (ierman
steamer Arabia, bound from Portland,
Ore,, to Kobe, Nagasaki and Hong
Kong, and carrying, in her 5,000 tons
of freight, a large shipment of railroad
material, besides upward of 33,000 bar-
rels of flour, was captured by the Russian
cruisers not far from the eastern coast
of Japan and sent as a prize to Viadi-
vostok. We may hear, moreover, at any
moment of the capture of the Pacific
Maifl steamship Korea, which has on
board large quantities of steel and food-
stuffs for Japan, besides about a million
dollars in treasure, three-fourths of
which is consigned to Hiogo. The vessel
also carries a quantity of arms and am-
munition belonging to the United States
Government, and destined for Manila,
Could the Russian cruisers discriminate
between that part of the Korea's cargo
oconsigned to Japan and the part shipped
to the representatives of our Government
at Manila? Mr, BALFOUR, answering &
similar question in the House of Com-
mons on July 25, said that, from what he
could learn from high authority, he did
not believe that the practices of inter-
national law sanctioned the removal of a
portion of the cargo of seized ships at the
discretion of the captain of a visiting
warship, without the adjudication of a
prize court, 1f this position be well
taken, the Korea wguld have to be sent
to a prize court at Vladivostok, where,
no doubt, that part of the cargo which
was consigned to the United States Gov-
ernment at Manila would eventually be
released. Suppose, however, the Rus-
sians should deal with the Korea as they
have dealt with the Knight Commander!
What would our Sgate Department then
feel called upon to do?. .

P
A Modest Candidate.

Judge PARKER, s0 long used to the
quiet of his court and his library, grows
more than a little uncomfortable in the
crowding, staring and bustling to which
a candidate must be subjected. For
years he has been in the habit of taking
a morning swim in the Hudson off Esopus.
Naturally, he doesn’t relish the serried
columns of photographers and the parks

!

of snapshot artillery trained upon him, !
It is even said that he thinks of giving up |

his dip in the river. Why should he do
that? He must learn to inure himself
to the necessary evils of his position.
A candidate can have no privacy end
photographers no mercy. He must ex-
peot that herds of the enthusiastic and
the inquisitive will rise up at him from
the bowels of the earth or dcecend upon
him from the chimney, just as the
office seekers inveated Mr. LINCOLN,
according to the Hon. ARTEMUS WARD.

Judge PARKER mey learn something
to his advantage by studying the com-
posed behavior—the luxurious enjoy-
ment, rather—which Mr. ROOSEVELY
shows under the inspecting eyes of the
world. Mr. ROOSEVELT knows that he
owes to his countrymen a full, illus-
trated aoccount of his proceedings and
diversions, If he rides, drives, swims,
hunts, chops, spends a night in the
woods, he satisfles the affectionate so-
licitude of his fellow citisens. The im-
pudence of some groom of the dark
chamber is sometimes a little too much
for him and stirs his bile; but, onthe
whole, he consents admirably to the
white light of publicity. It is said to be
good for the trusts, and it cannot be bad
for a President or a candidate.

Mr. RoosavElr will not relinquish
a particle of his exercise on acoount of
the innumerable eyes that are peeking
at him, Besides, it is an old story with
him. Judge PARKRR is new to the busi-
ness and a new subject for the photog-
raphers. Their fury will relent a little
by fall. With so much hard work before
him, Judge PAREKER can hardly afford
to lose that morning swim. A candidate
is public property and estopped from
putting up signs of “No Trespassing!”

Judge PARKER faels yet another sting
of publicity. The Hon. JORN N. CAR-
LISLE, sometime cHairman of the Demo-
cratic executive committee of this State,
says:

* Judge PAREKER has made a practice of golng
{oto the hay field when he felt the need of exercise
and helping the haymakers gather the crop. Judge
PARKER 13 a good hand on the farm, and there Is
na detall of the work that he does not know from
actual experience. He fears, however, that If he
continues to follow his usual oustoms in this direc-
tion It may be looked upon as am affectation, due
10 & desire to propitiate the agricultural vote.”

This is the modesty of a man who
doesn’t care for self-advertising. This
is the pride of a man who soorns even the
suspicion of trying to get votes by false
pretences. Yet this fear of Judge PARk-
ER'S is groundless. The “agricultural
vote” comes from shrewd, hard headed
fellows. They watch with an indulgent
or contemptuous grin the efforts of
politiclans with pitchfork and rake.
Their opinion of amateur and “gentle-
men"” farmers is not favorable. Judge
PARKER need not be afraid that he will
gain, or be suspected of seeking #o gain,
any agricultural votes by his agriocul-
taral activities. On the other hand,
farming being one of his exercises, no
farmer wants to see him abandon it.
It is a sensible change of occupation for
him, To relinquish it would be a piece
of scrupulosity.

These doubts are new evidence of
Judge PARKER'S delicacy and contempt
of humbug; but there is no good reason
why he shouldn’t swim and hay to his
heart’s and muscles' content.

The Tendency Toward Temperance.

It sesms that a large English wine
importing company reports a notable
diminution in its sales of wine during the
last year, more particularly champagne
and olaret. This reduction is attributed
to various causes. It is said to be due
to “the shortness of money, sspecially in
the upper middle classes,” to the present
fashion of drinking whiskey and soda-at
dinners rather than champagne, and to

 tation for sobriety is necessary capital

the decline of claret in favor.
These causes may bave contributed
‘ z “.
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‘the result, but the main and most potent
cause is less drinking in the classes from
which especially comes the demand for
expensive wines. Dinners of the more
elaborate sort, which used to last for
several hours, with a long list of wines on
the bill of fare, have now been cut down
to about an hour only, and the quantity
of wines consumed is reduced greatly.
This change of m has taken place
both in England abd this country, and
it effects on the wine trade must have
been very consigderable.

It is a tempefance movement of which
good sense rather than any moral con-
viction is the impulse. It is a restraint
of appetite under the influence of en-
lightenment, and of a better underatand-
ing of the evil effects of gorging, either
with food or with drink. Dinner tables
.are no longer overloaded with food, and
the guests are treated as reasonable
beings who do not want to be surfeited.

A like disposition to keep within the
restraints of temperance extends to all
pelf-respecting men throughout society.
Clubs can no longer rely on profits from
their bars and wine rooms to pay a large
part of their expenses. Arn immoderate
drinker has become a marked man in a
club. Drunkenness is disreputable,

Wall Street has the name of being a
special seat of demand for cocktails.
Actually it is a very temperate quarter,
A broker needs to keep his wits about
him, He cannot afford to fuddle his
head with alcohol. And so it is in busi-
ness generally. The strain of modern
competition compels sobriety in those
who would stand up against it. A repu-

for every man who has his living to make
in any industry. Intemperance is more
than ever a bar to getting and keeping
employment, and there is less tolerance
for it.

It is true that the report of the Police
Department of New York for last vear
shows that about 30 per cent. of the
arrests were for intoxication; but the
probable explanation is that the offence
is more sharply dealt with than formerly;
it stands out more conspicuously. In
New York it is rare to encounter a
drunken person in the streets—a sight
so frequent in English cities, Neither
do we see here the rags and tatters which
bear witness to the prevalence of sodden
drunkenness in thoss towns.

The present tendency is toward tem-
perance; and the preachers who have
brought it to pass are not the profes-
sional temperance reformers, but good
sense and the better and more ex-

tensive reccgnition by the people of the
fact that men must keep sober to pre-
serve ‘the decent reputation which is
necessary to their getting along in life,

The Origin of the Appendix.

Few and eccentric are the people who
have not parted with their vermiform ap-
pendices. Millions have been expurga-
ted and excised of that curious survival,
Indeed, a person known to be possessed
of one is not merely unfashionable; he
is regarded with something between
pity and contempt by those who have
ceased to wear an appendix.

But what was the genesis of the vermi-
form appendix? This is a question of !
mild scientific or archsological interest. l
In the New York Medical Record Dr.
ALFRED MOORE of Memphis makes a
preliminary report on “The Origin of
the Vermiform Appendix.” The report
is illustrated by some archaic or pre-
Raphaelite drawings of extraordinary
merit, but is clear enough without them.
Dr. MOoORE has studied the subject long.
He has tried to connect the appendix
“with nearly every other organ in the
body:” and he has “finally concluded
that, as other organs are formed from
two or more structures, possibly the
appendix might have been formed in the
same way.”

He tried to figure it as the letter H,
but at present he finds it “diagrammat-
jcally more like K than H.”" Science
must have her way, but the lay mind
will continue to insist that the letter H
denotes and expresses the appendix
admirably and thoroughly.

We have not permission to reproduce
a graphic delineation of what the un-
learned eye takes for an anchor and
chain, but Dr. MOORE'S theory is given
in simple, non-technical language which
is a sufficient picture to the layman:

* The appendix was the distal end of a tube that
led from the vitellus to the lower end of the embryo,
and that the proximal part finally developed into
the colon, or otherwise the large Intestine; that the
umbilical vesicle and duct were the distal, or outer,
end of another tube or duct, of which the small
intestines formed the proximal part; that the two
parallel tubes, joining by the umbilical duct becom«
ing tortuous and touching the other tube at one
point, which Is the most prominent part of its con-
vexity in one of its turns, union takes place, the
sacculation is Increased, and the umbllical duct
atrophies and is necessarily removed from the
other tube Dy the rapld growth of the small Intes-
tine; which fact accounts for Meckel's diverticu-
lum, when present, belng 50 far away from Its
fellow. After communication between the two
tubes, the large intestine Increases In size and the
cmcum |s formed.”

Nothing but the distal end of a tubel
To this complexion has this once proud
organ come at last. Imperial CESAR
dead and turned to clay suffered no
greater d ecline and fall-off,

Demonstrations of Russian Weakness,

The Russian defeat at Tashichao and
the Japanese occupation of Newchwang
are only so many more of the aonse-
quences of the diplomacy that plunged
Russia into a war for which she was un-
prepared. The action that has resulted
in the Russian retreat from a position
which Gen. KOUROPATKIN had selected
and fortified was lost principally through
the preponderance of the Japanese ar-
tillery, as on previous occasions,

This goes to show that the Russians
did not even take the trouble to provide
their Far Eastern army with the essential
material which cannot be improvised at
& moment’'s notice, and the transport of
which makes so severe a demand on
the rolling stock of the Siberian Railway
just when it is most.-needed for the trans-
Jport of troops.

It is reported that the Rumsian force
defeated at Tashichao has retired to
Haichang; but, as things are, that can
only be a temporary halting place. An
attempt may be made to stem the Jap-
anese advance there and at Liaoyang,
but a retreat further north appears to be

% 1N

inevitable. 'The faflure of the efforts of
Gen. KELLER to shake the Japanese hold
of the passes east of and the
appearance of large bodies of their troops
in the valley of the Taitse River .on the
roads leading to that place and Mukden
seem to decide this.

Of course, as Gen, KOUROPATERIN falls'

back further north, he gains in strength
through concentration; but this will be
counterbalanced by the facilities the
Japanese will now have for the supply-
ing of their armies from Newchwang.
There seems to have been some indica-
tion of this in the reports that Gen.
KUROKI'S army was about to give up
its base on the Yalu, If so, it is only
another demonstration of the complete-
ness of the Japanese preparations and
of their confidence in their suocess; it
also points to a change in the tactics of
the campaign, already begun by the
appearance of Japaness troops on the
roads leading north toward Kirin on the
upper Sungari.

This move is so menacing to Gen,
KOUROPATKIN'S position below Mukden
that his eventual retreat to Tieling,
where it is understood he has decided
to make a stand, will be only a question
of time. A short time should now settle
this question. o

In the meantime Russian attention is
given to preparations against a possible
Japanese advance from the northeast-
ern part of Corea. Possiet Bay, near the
mouth of the Tuman River, has been oc-
cupied by a strong garrison; Hunchun,
on theroad from there to Ninguta on the
Harbin-Vladivostok railway, is being for-
tified, and Japanese scouts have found
the lower Tumans strongly guarded.
Future developments in this direotion
will be of great interest, for they will
afford indications of Japanese aims in
regard to Russian territory proper out-
side of Manchuria. The order rpcently
issued by the Governor of Viadivostok
that all strangers and non-combatants
were to leave there within a given time
was evidently caused by apprehensions
of some approaching danger.

Georgia has held thelead in the production
of peaches for the Eastern market since
1002, and it is likely to be for years to come
the leading peach State in the.Union. The
supremacy has been wreeted from Maryland.
Twelve years ago the order of ti1e chief peach
producing States was: Maryland, 6,100,000
trees; Delaware, 4,520,000; New Jersey,
4,300,000; Georgia, 3,700,000. S.nce that time
the peculiar excellence of the soll and ali-
mate of parts of Georgia for peach growing
has been established, with the result that
Georgia has largely increased the number
of ite peach bearing trees, while in the other
States there has been a diminution in the
number of trees. In the fall of 1001, the
number of peach trees reported in these
States, and expected to be in good bearing
{n 1802, was: Georgia, 7,600,000; Maryland,
4,015,000; New Jersey, 2,700,000; Delaware,
2,400,000, In thefollowing year, accordingly,
Georgia bad the bumper crop. She has so
far surpassed all other States in number
of trees that she is likely to continue to be
the peach State par excellence for an in-
definite time.

This summer seems to be somewhat
ramarkable for a widespread disposeition
to take a vacaticn from work, In Chicago,
Kansas City, Omaha and the other meat-
packing centres most of the butchers have
quit work and will loaf indefinitely, living
upon their incomes until the weather mod-
erates, In Fall River the mill operatives
have gone on vacation by quitting |the
factories., Underground in New York the
subway paioters and the rallroad work-
ers have found the humid atmosphere an
fuvitation to idleuees. Out they go, and
Coney Island reaps the benefit, In by-
gone years many men worked without vaoca-
tion. . Even to-day two weeks off in the
summer {8 a liberal allowance for most
men, and a month is a generous measure,
But the walking delegates seem to think
that the men under their heels are able to
py for an indefinite period of rest.

A distinguished olergyman who pro-
tests to-day against a discontinuance
of religious discussions by our correspond-
ents misconceives some remarks we made
on the subject last Sunday. They were
simply a warning to writers on the subject
to avold dogmatic assertions and the beg-
ging of the question in dispute. We know
very well that many letters on questions
of religion will continue to come to us whose
intrinsic merits of ability and interest will
compel their publication. Nobody need fear
that the supply will be stopped. /

i

Necessity for Personal Identifcation,

To TR EDITOR OF THE Sun—Sir: In view of
the many accidents, serious and fatal, which are
constantly occurring, and the victimas of many ot
which are women with no means of identifica-
tlon upon thelr persons, allow me to suggest that
1t would be an excellent plan for every woman who
goes muchk upon our crowded strecis 30 Wear an
caslly accessible card, with name, address, tele-
phone calls and such information as will insure her
prompt attention at a time of need.

1 have worn such a card throughout my resldence

In this city, and while It may seem to have been
unnecessary thus far, it has been a constant assur-
ance that my own family will be the first, Instead
of the last, to know of a poasible serious mishap.
* Some of my friends protested that they may
be sufficlently identified from their pocketbooks,
letters and cards, but accidents sometimes make
strange disposals of such belongings.

This plan may seem commonplace, but it ought
to attract the intbrest of all careful fathers, hus-
bands and brothers, so that it shall come into gen-
eral observance.

Mnrs. Howasd M. GOLDTHWAIT.

BROOKLYN, July 28.

B e

Disloyalty te Eaglaad Alleged in Canada,

To TR EDITOR OoF THRE SUN-—Sir: IRotice a
Jeading editoral In to-day's SUN In reference
to the Lord Dundonald incident. You say that
you cannot see why It sbould create such a
disturbanoe.

You should know that French Canada Is intensely
COatholic and its loyaity Is aimply pretence. Im-
agine a loyal British soldler under & Frengh Cath-
olic Minister of Militla, who secretly |s doing every-
thing possible to render inefficient the Canadian
militla, and I think you will have the key to the
whole situation. EX-CANADIAN.

BINONAMTON, July 28.

Student Stumped the Professer.

From the Providence Journal,

Tune clever Dr. Ritohie of Edinburgh met with
his mateh while examining & student.

He sald: “And you attend@ed the class for math.
ematicar”

“Yea.”

“How many sides has a circlet”

“Two,” sald the student,

“What are they!"

What a laugh In the class the student's ansawer
produced when he sald: "An inside and an out.
slde.”

But this was nothing compared with what fol-
loweo. The doctor sald to the studemt: “And
you attend the moral philosophy class alsot™

“Yes."

*Well, you would hear lectires on various sub-
jeots. Did you ever hear one on cause and effect?™

“Yes."

“Does an effect ever go before a cauvee?”

“Yes."

S e et
Gleemy Views of the Present Condition
of Soclety Not Justified.

To ra8 Ep1Tor of TRE SuN.—8ir: For some
time past there has been manifested o ten-
denoy by various preachers in dilferent sec-
tions to consign the country without shrift
or appeal to the demnition bow wows,
One dwells upon the evils of divorce de-
stroy/ng the family and wrecking soclety;
another upon the growing spirit of commer-
clalism, and the wide prevalence of corrup-
tion in local politick and public life; still
another sees ruin and downfgll /in the ravages
of the demon drink, while oth((::nu impend-
ing decadence and disruption on Sabbath
breaking, theatre going and dancing. Each
one s sure that,if the evil he isattacking could
be done away with, all would be well, and no
two wholly agree in the remedy which hould
be applied. Taken together, they have
produced the most dismal and displiriting
chorus which has been heard since the new
century opened.

This is in & general way famillar ground
for the olqth, though they have been taking
sych subjects into the pulpit more frequently
of late, because, doubtless, of the tact that
the old theological discussions and doc-
trines of heaven, hell, and salvation by blood
have ceased to draw ,or to be of any inter-
est to the man or woman of average intelll-

gence.

Buch disoussions monopolized most of the
time and thought of the preachers of all
sects a generation or two back, but they
still found occasion to indulge periodically
in very much the same pessimistic wails as
to existing conditions which we are hearing
from the clergy of to-day.

They held a belief in regard to special
providences which modern science has great-
ly modified, if not wholly destroyed; and
whenever an earthquake, a shipwreck, a
destructive storm or any untoward event
happened, they always saw in it, and an-
nounced, the punishment of some sin flagrant
in the community; and fresh disasters were
predicted and invoked for those who broke
the law, whether divine or ecolesiastical.
Special wrath was reserved and positively
promised for all those who failed to “be-
lieve.” Absence of belief was a more heinous
offence than abgence of morality; it was more
fraquently and flercely denounced, and was
threatened with the most direful consequenoes.
The clerical pessimist, if not so frequent in
his exhibition of despair and foreboding, was
still abroad in those days. The chlef differ-
ence was that, instead of being told, as we
&re now, that we are in an ming state
whioh unless corrected must entail serious
oonu?‘onoen, the hearers of those days
were shaken over a literal and flery hell and
told they would be dropped in unless they
mended their ways.

We of the independent laity have no wish
to criticise or check the efforts of the pul-
pit or of any good men to expose and correct
society and lift it to a higher level of

brotimerhood and personal char-
n the comtrary, we would cooperate
with them; but we do not conceive that
in order to do 8o it is necessary to represent
the worl1 as preachers constantly do, as
going rapldly down to irretrievable ruin,

It ﬁ! not true; the very opposite is true,
Never was there a time in all history when the
general conditions of humanity were as fa-
vorable as (hq; are to-day, Go backtothe
days of Rome,and follow the story of man-
klnz down through the fearful periods of
{ntellectual darkness, moral degradation,
cruelty, oppression, ceascless devastating
wars, religious persecution and almost uni-
versal slavery, and compare them with what
we find to-day. The rights of man as such,
then hardly dreamed of, are now conceded to
every one. The protection of the law and jus-
tice, then for the few, now belongs to all; the

risoner and the insane, treated then worse
Fhu beasts, are cared for: womar, then &

laything or a drudge, is man's equal; few
Fhen could read, now none n lack an edu-
cation; and the proportion of poverty to the
bopuldtion has greatly decreased Then,
}reedom of opinion was supireued in the
torture chamber and at the stake; now, every
man may freely expreas his views,

While wars have not ceased, they are less
frequent and less protracted and cruel, and
men the world over are kindlier and more
ready to recognize the duty to one another
which a common brotherhood {nvolves.
Read the personal memoirs and correspond-
ence of any earlier period, and numerous

rsons will be found who, faking up, as do
f:e preachers of to-day, some particular as-
Poot of soclety, inlhtcti that the world was on
he g:inkhof a precipice and about to fall
in; t t

t

and that unless immed
paid to what they thought andsaid all hope was
gone. o as far back as you please and you
will find the same sort of thing, and you will
find, too, that in nrite of such predictions,
and right along with them, the world has
slowly %ut steadily grown better,

Gentlemen of t ulpit, cheer up! et a
little more ?-ernpoct ve and brush up your
history. It is not so bad as you believe,-or
think you believe, or thi ou ought pro-
fe-lou?ly to believe, or at
must persuade other people
will help us along a great deal more to con-
vince us that we arp on the right road, that,

have moved, though ever so little, and
mnt the thing to do hko mend our pace.

evils in
charity

RCHIBALD HOPKINS,
WASHINGTON, July 25.
THE SUN'S RELIGIOUS DIS-
CUSSION.

- —

A Demand From a Clergyman That It Con-
tinue, as, Unquestionably, It Will.

To THE EDITOR OF THE BUN—Sir: I think
1 expreas the opinion of many of your readers
when I state my regret at the stand you
take on the religious controversy. No man
can repudiate or ignore the fact that thousands
buy TaE SUN for the express purpose of read-
ing the up-to-date objections and answers
which you print in your great paper. Hence
I consider it a breach of contract not to fur-
nish your readers with the food they expect
to get every morning.

Again, many of your readers do not give a
thought to (tod or religion except while read-
ing letters on religious matters in THR SUN,
They listen Sunday after Sunday to an in-
sipid essay, called a sermon, which is nothing
but a criticism of their neighbors’ faults, or a
string of platitudes, or a medley of paganism
and Christianfty. They go home convinced
that they have heard, not the ambassador of
(rod, but of Batan. Your paper can supply
what they look for. Why, then, deny it to
them? Isitright?

The Blocum disaster made thousands think.
Some sald, Why does God permit innocent,
helplesa creatures to be hurled into eternity
in & moment? But why should God interfere,
unless He wants to destroy man's free will?
Of course, if the present life is the one for
which we were created, Uod, I think, would
be unjust to allow the millions of wrongs and
disasters which occur daily. Hence the ques-
tion arises if there is a God; and if He is just,
may He not reward a thousandfold the in-
nocent victim who suffered for the sake of
others? But why does He do this? May we
not explain it thus?

There are thousand on thousands who try
to persuade themselvea that Godis so good and
80 kind that He would not punish the sinner
{n the hell which we were taught in our youth
existed. But when they see with their own
eyea how He allows a number of innocent
children to s?ﬂler—ll{&could have prevented

the disaster if He wished—they wil
their onward march cf crime and sin, and
thank their Creator for Kormlttlng the death
of a few for the sake of the million,
uo&'n ways are not ours. No doubt, if
we knew the acheme He had in mind when He
created man we should see the whys and
wlurﬁ:hl of all thu\fl. But why He should
ever have allowed sin ér evil to enter into
the world is the mystery of mysteries. In my

ride and vanity I stand aghast, and ask, Why
f’. tso? 1donot liketo u‘ do not know, for
iria t that much I sha ve to acknowl-
edge that I am not equal to ¢ n fact, t

e is my Creator, and that I am a creature,

ut there is one halnu most of Us may say,
some with and some without reservation:

Thou wilt not leave us in the dust.
Thou madest man, he knows not why:
He thinks he was not made to die;
And Thou hast made him. ou art just.

Th‘fu awakest .us to delight in Thy pralse;
or Thou madest us for Thyself, and our
Lun is restiess until it repose in Thee.

FRENTON, July 25. FIDRS.

The Werld's Great Men,
Proj. D. Webster Davis in McGirt's Magasine.
England produoed one Shakespeare, one Glad.
sione, one Woolsey, one Hobert Peel and one
Bessemer.
America produced one Washington, one Webster,
one Longfellow, one Powderly and one Roosevelt.

The Death of Remus.
Romulus had just founded Rome.
“Pretty good job, eh!” he modestly suggested.
“Bah,” sneered Remus, “If you wanted a first-
m-u!lmmnnmoyn«uror

Eeopus. ‘
-“' had oo kill him.

; it  Action Expected on the
Selzure of Asphait Company's Property.

WasmiNaToN, July 28.—Counsel for the
New York and Bermudez Asphalt Company
of Venezuela, one of the constituent con-
cerns of the National Asphalt Company,
called at the State Department to-day and
had a conference with Judge Penfield,
solicitor of the department, relative to the
selzure of the property of the company
on an attachment order issued by the Vene-
zuelan Supreme Court.

The attorneys pointed out to Judge Pen-
fleld that this same Supreme Court about a
year ago decided in favor of the New York
and Bermudez Company in its controversy
with the Venezuelan Government and with
rival companies, and intimated that the
court’s reversal of opinion may be due to
pressure from President Castro.

. The fact of the attachment of the asphalt
lakes was ‘confirmed to-day by a despatoh
from United States Minister Bowen at
Caracas. It is probable that the State De-
partment will take the ground that there has
been a miscarriage of justioe with regard
to the seizure of the New York and Ber-
mudes Company's property. and will in-
struct Minister Bowen to inform the Vene-
zuelan Government that redress must be
made.

Some time ago a report was received
at the State Department from United States
Consul Plumacher, at Maracaibo, under
date of June 15, stating that the Venezulan'
Government granted to a native the
right to work four asphalt mines, the
Government to receive twenty-five per
cent. of the profits. The Consul expressed
himself in the report as unable to under-
stand how the mines could be exploited
profitably under such a concession, as there
were other asphalt mines in the country
which did not have to carry such a Govern-
ment burden.

It is possible that the Consul’'s report
may throw some light on the action of the
Venezuelan mment in selzing the

groperty of the New York and Bermudez
ompa.n{ and leaving the field without
competition to the native who holds the
latest Government conocession.

——— e,

GRADE CROSSINGS TO GO.

Satisfactory Arrangements Made Between
the Commissiolf and the L. 4. Read.

The Brooklyn Grade Crossing Com-
missicn yesterday came to a final agree-
ment with the Long Island Railroad Com-
pany regarding the terms of abolishing
the grade crossings between Bay Ridge
and East New York. In all, nearly two
hundred grade crossings will be abolished.

The Long Island Railroad Company
agrees to put in a four track road omn
the improved Bay Ridge line. The tracks
in some places will be depressed and in
others will run over the crossinﬁs by ele-
vated structure., The “Summit” yard,
2 large freight yard between Sixth and
Eighth avenues, will be depressed and the
ducts laid for electrical les will be put
in and paid for by the Long Island Rail-
road Company, the city paying for the re-
ﬁradmg from Seventh avenue to the East |

fver. According to the general plans |
adopted yesterday, sixty crossings are to
be provided for by arches under the ele-
vated sections of rail and bridges
over the depressed cks. Under the
original plans the construction of the “Sum-
mit" yard was to be paid for share and
share alike by the city of New York and
the Long Island Railroad Company, but
Ly the compromise the expense for this
improvement is to be borne by the railroad

company.

Now that the commission has come to a
final settlement regarding the Bay Ridge
improvement, they will take up the im-
provement of abolishing grade orossings
on the Brighton Beach and the Manhattan
divisions, Real estate men in the Bay
mdie section say that the result of the
work of the Grade Crossing Commission
will be that work will at once be begun in
carrying out plans for a permanent system
of street openings, sewers and other im-
provements which will enhance the value
of property in that section.

FARMS FOR IMMIGRANT JEWS.

Preject on Foot to Purchase a Traet In
Wisconsin or Michigan.

A farm settlement for immigrant Jews
from Rumania and Russia is contem-
plated by the Jewish Agricultural and
Industrial Aid Society. The plan originated
with A. W. Rich of Milwaukee, who pro-
poses to purchase in Wisconsin or Michi-
gan a tract of land of from 1,000 to 1,500

Acres.

This will be divided into farms of about
forty acres each, and sufficient money
will be loaned to the settlers to buy imple-
ments and stock. The land may be bought
by installmenta after the loan is repaid.
p{un has received approval and a promise
of financlal support from the New York
society.

Cyrus Sulzberger, president of the so-
cloty, said yesterday that the matter had
beep left in charge of Mr. Rich, and that
the land probably would be ready for the
settlers some time next spring.

MRS. LOTTIMER WANTS JUSTICE.

lleges That Lottimer KEstate Has Di-
minished In Executors’ Hands.

Surrogate Thomas reserved ~ decision
yesterday on the application of Mrs. Helen
Sheffield Lottimer, widow of William Lot-
timer, to compel William A, Lottimer,
the sole surviving executor and trustee
of the estate of Willilam Lottimer, who
died in 1876, to make an acoount.inﬂ. The
executor i3 Mrs. Lottimer's father-in-law,
and her husband assigned to her his share
in the Lottimer estate, which amounted
to over a million dollars.

Mrs. Lottimer alleges that the estate
has diminished in the hands of the execu-
tors, and that if the beneficiaries are to get
anj'thin%a speedy distribution is necessary.

ohn Bloodgood, a well known banker
and broker, who died some years ago,
was one of the executors. When his firm
failed, it is alleged, a large portion of the
estate's assets was lost.

HOW RUBE OGLESBY WON.

His Fiancee and Fifteen Pretty Girls
Worked for Him.

From the Kansas City Independent.

The one really charming feature of the nolsy
nerve-racking convention at Jefferson City waa
Rube Oglesby's campaign committee of sixteen
young girls from Warrensburg, his home town.
From time immemorial candidates have avalled
themselves of the ald of some one or two charm-
ing relatives, but It remained for Mr. Oglesby to
work the plan on a wholessale scale. The gallant
sixteen, arrayed In their best bibs and tuckers,
descended upon Jefferson City llke a shower of
confettl, and even bearded delegates, with large
familles, tripped over thelr feet In a mad rush to
win a sight of them.

Every Missourli county seat town boasts more
than Its falr measure of pretiy girls, who have In-
herited beauty and breeding from a long line of
Southern ancestors, but, untll another conveniion
brings forth a similar feature, Warrensburg will
remain the Mecca for all worshippers of the beau-
tiful.
there was not ofie that wouldn't have made a man
twist his neck to the breaking point. And about
them there was the joyousness of youth, the fresh-
est sort of enthusjasm, so small wonder It was that
they found no one hard-hearted enough to turn
down an Oglesby badge, or say them nay when
asked to voie for the Warrensburg man.

Some of the opposition, alarmed at the loroads
thus made upon their foroes, gravely assured
Luther Hickman, Oglesby's manager, that the
Introduction of girls Inlo the campalgn was “bad
politics.” Perhaps it would have boen had the
girls been less charming, less innocent, less enthu-
slastic, and less eager In a warm-hearted desire
to do all In thelr power to help one whom they bhad
known all thelr lives.

It will be many years, perhaps never, before a
convention witnesses another dramatic scene ke
that consequent to Oglesby's nomination. The
white robed giris, massed In bouquet form upon a
table, high above them thelr victorious candidate
and bis Nancée, born, upon the shoulders of stal-
wart supporiers, and all surrounded by & cheering

In all that sixteen, chaperons Included,

mob of delegates.
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. e EERRA——
Dectdes That He Was Not Eligidle té Bee
oome Superintendent of Baths.

Supreme Court Justice Gaynor in Brook-
lyn yesterday handed down a decision
which affects the positions of John P.
Worstel and John P, MoNamara as super-
fntendent and assistant superintendent
of public baths and comfort stations
in that borough.

The suit was brought by Willilam H.
Hale against Worstel and MoNamara,
Comptroller Grout, President Littleton,
Public Works Commissioner Brwkenrivgiﬁ«.
Superintendent of Public Bulldings 80
and the Civil SBervice Commission.

Mr. Hale, who is & lawyer and who holds
a third grade clerkship in the
government, that he was on the
civil service list for npg:mmnt a8 super-
intendent of public ths, William L.
Beers, acting Fire Marshal, and Edward C,
Kiro! r, an inspector in the Tenement
House Department, were also on the list.
These three headed the list. Mr. Hale
averred that Worstel, who was seventh on
the list, was transferred from his B‘l:oo
as bath attendant to superintendent of batha
and McNamara, who was sev th on
the list, was transferred from & ]
clerkship to assistant superintendent. He
asks that these men be transferred back
to their ori places, as they were
not veterans and their transfer was a viola-
tion of the civil service rulés, He also asks
that the Comptroller be restrained from
paying them their salaries as superintens
dent and assistant suporinmndol)t.

Justice Gaynor, in his decision, says the
transfers were palpably illegal, as their
duties were entirely differentto those which
they been performing, and -
ing of their names from seventh and seven
teenth on the list was improper, and that
the plaintiff could not be crowded off the
lists in any such mannor. He gives judg-
{neﬂt l(;l' pﬁnﬂﬂw and t:tlnjolgl ‘t&h% p-
roller from payin orstel and Mo
their salaries as 8«uperint.endont ﬂ
sistant superintendent of public baths and
comfort stations.

GIRI. PLEADS FOR PRISONER,

Recorder Commutes Longshoreman’s Sens
tence After Her Argument.

Twelve-year-old Kate Schultze of 800
Madison street, Hoboken, pleaded with
Acting Recorder James Laverty in that
city yesterday to reconsider the sentenoca
of Charles Sohmidt, a longshoreman, of
362 Newark street, who had been oom-
mitted to the ooun:ril:g for fifteen daya
for being drunk and disorderly. The girl
sald she represented the man's wife, who
was unable to express herself in Englxh.

In answer to questions by the Aoti
Recorder, the little attorney made tm :
statement: .

“I am sure if you let this man out of jail
he will behave himself. His folks need him
at home, and if he is sent up they will be
the sufferers. His wife told me he cKlmmlmd
her in his cell that he wouldn't drink any
more.

*I know a whole lot about longshoremen,
Most of them drink and a‘g muﬁ of
them get very drunk. My father to,
but he doesn't any more and we are all
very glad, Longshoremen’s families have
a hard time of it when the men folks drink,
There is only one thing to do, and that is
to try to get them to stop. The familieq
have the harder time when the are
sent to jail.”

The girl said she had asked several long-
shoremen to take all their money home
and not spend it for drink, and some
promised her to swear off drink.

The Acting Recorder reconsidered
Schmidt's sentence and fined him $5. He
complimented the little missionary and
told her she would make a good lawyer
some day.

KILLING OF WAY AND LATTIMER.

Consul Tells How the Two Americans Were
Murdered In Mexioce.

WasaINGTON, July 28.—The State De-
partment received to-day a preliminary
report from Louis Kaiser, United States
Consul at Mazatlan, Mexico, in regard to
the assassination of Clarence Way of Boston
and Edward Lattimer, two Americans,
Aguas Calientes de Vaca last week. C
Kaiser says that the alcalde of the
who is a nephew of Gen. Torres, went to
house of the recorder and asked to ars
rest Mr. Way, which the er
to do, stating that there was no reason

therefor,

The aloalde then made out the warran
The co oners met Mr. Way
front of his house and
order of arrest. He replied that he woul
accompany them as soon as he had
his breakfast and c his dcm
They objected to this and undertook to

him off.
Mr. Way called the oook, . wh
came out unarmed and tried to yroven
the arrest, AfterMr. Wa been foroibl
taken, Lattimer started into the house an:
Commissioner Castro, thinking that he

one for arms, shot and wounded him. Mn,

fay then attempted to enter the h
whereupon Castro fired twioe, killing Wa,
instantly. The alcalde and the two come
missioners are now in jail.

In a previous report to the State
ment Consul Kaiser said that the troubl
between Way and the alcalde bﬁl.n ‘when
the latter called at Way’s home while drunk,
Way refused to talk with him and told hi
to return when sober. He then ordare'a
‘Way's arrest.

COLUMBIA IN THE CAMPAIGWN

Boxes of Republican Documents Recelved
at the University.

One of the first of the Republican party's
campaign books has made its appearanos,
The book is a finely printed affair of fiftys
seven pages, on heavy paper and in big

tyre. )
t contains two speeches—the first an
address delivered by Hay at
Jackson, Mich., on the on of the
oelebration of the fiftieth anniversary
of the Republican party, and the seocond
the speech delivered by Elihu Root as tem-
porary chairman of the Chicago convens
tion.

The pamphlet is called “The Rapublkﬂ
Party, a party fit to govern,” and is labell
as “privately printed in New York.”

No less than a dozen big ing oases
containing about 35,000 of the documents
were ressed to Columbia Univerity

and will be sent out from there h{ the
secretary’'s office. President Butler of Co-
lumbia was one of the delegates to the Re-
publican convention.

WANT A NEW HOSPITAL.

Police Surgeons Say There Ought te Be
One Near Oak St. Station.

Police Commissioner McAdoo reosived
yesterday a letter from Dr. 8. G. Cook,
president of the police surgeons, suggest-
ing a new emergency hospital in the vicinity
of the Oak street police station. For m’ny
years there has been need of better hoapital
service mo! Broadway and below Canal
atreet, ntly the Police Commissioner
ordered a number of new amb , o
help out in case of accidents, but they have
nowt been delivered

Commisaioner said yesterday that he
thought Dr. Cook's sug a good one.
He would refer the matter, he sald, to the

proper authorities. -
Mild English Criticiam of American Trousers.
From London Men's Wear.

1 notice that visitors from the United States this
summer—and especlally the younger men—are
wearing very loose trousers, and while there Is @
present no tendency In this country to depart trom
the rather close it which has been for a long St
prevalent, possibly this may eventually lead the
way to a change In British fashion.

1 hope-—though on this It Is possible | may be dis-
appointed—that the American visitors who have
brought wide trousers with them will take back a
preference for our own decidedly superior cut, In-
stead of Infecting us with a taste which cannot be
oritically approved. In any event, the creased
front is rather an absurd accompaniment of loose
trousers. If we arc eventually 1o have joose trous
ers, they will look a good deal hetteggl! not thus
creased —at least, 8o thinks the present Writer.

. The Sea Nymphs,
Miss De Style--Does your new bathing suls fist
Miss Gunbusta—No; it's 80 large | can swim In (h

~
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