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Mr, Higglins..

Mr. FRANE WAYLAND HIGGINS has
peither the character nor the ability to
qualify him for the Governorship of the
State of New York. If we were living in
the millennium Mr. HigaiNs might do for
Governor, if everybody else was busy.
But this is not the millennium, and perhaps
Mr. HigaIns will serve as well as any one
as a figurehead to point the way to over-
whelming and deserved disaster.
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It Might Be Awkvqard.

The Evening Star of Washington and
the Springfield Republican have been
discussing with enthusiasm the possi-
bility that Mr. PARKER, if elected, might
pass over DAvID BENNETT HILL in choos-
ing Mr. HAY'S successor as Secretary of
State and summon RICHARD OLNEY to
that highly important post.

There seems to be only one obstacle
to this, but that obstacle is well nigh
insuperable. There is a radical differ-
ence of opinion between Mr. PARKER
and Mr. OLNEY on the great questions of

‘national policy as to outlying possessions

and the military and naval equipment
needed to enable us to meet the respon-
gibilities of a full grown Power.

Mr. PARKER, for example, has declared
for treating the Filipinos precisely as
we have treated the Cubans.

Mr. OLNEY, on the other hand, has
deolared for the annexation of Cuba; that
is, for treating the Cubans precisely as
we have treated the Filipinos.

It might be inconvenient to risk a
clash of opinions based on such a dia-
metrically different conception of na-
tional opportunity and national duty.
Mr. OLNEY is a very positive person.

No Test of Reclprocity.

For reasons best known to its pro-
moters, a movement is on foot to dis-
credit the policy of reciprocity. Our
experience with Cuba during the opera-
tion of our recent treaty with that coun-
try is now being used as an illustration of
the fallacy of the system.

In furtherance of this movement the
American Economist of Sept. 9 quotes,
under the title of “Costly Blundering,”
a letter which appeared in the Des Moines
Capital. The wriler declares that “so-
called Cuban veciproeity has resulted
in loss and disappointment.” But the
argument against reciprocity as a polioy
solely on the basis of its alleged failure
in our experience with Cuba is as foolish
as the specific argument against reci-
procity with Cnba solely because certain
expectations have not been realized.

The article quoted by the American
Economist eets forth an array of ap-
parently convincing figures of exports
and importa. We bought more from
Cuba during the first six months of 1004,
under a reciprocity’ treaty, than we did
during the first six months of 1803, when
there was no treaty. Therefore reci-
procity is a failure. While we increased
by some $3,000,000 our exports to Cuba
during the first six months of this year,
in comparison with the corresponding
term last year, if the exports of those
months be doubled, to represent the
business of a full vear, they show no
material increase over the full fiscal year

1002, Therefore reciprocity is a failure,

and we had better disabuse ourselves
of any idea of adopting the system.
“Cheated again,” says the Des Moines
Capital. “A bad bargain without counting
the cost,” says the Kconomist.

As regards our
since Jan. 1, 1904, it may.be said that
had there been no reéiprocity treaty
they would have shown as high a value
as thoy now dd.. The chief article of
import is sugar. We buy Cuba's raw
sugars becausc we want them., For many
years we have absorbed practically her
entire output. Her crop for last season
fell only a little below her banner crop
of 1804. Had it exceeded that year's
production by 25 per cent. wo  should
have taken that gxcess  also, and no
American interest would have been in-
jured thereby. We should merely have
bought so much less from other West
Indian islands or from Asia or South
America. Cuba supplies only about one-
third of our requirements of the article,
Cuban sugar is good sugar, and we want
it. Reciprocity has not at all affected
thus far the volume of our purchases of
that Cuban commodity. ’

The slight reduction in the duty on
tobacco has had only a comparatively
limited effect on our imnorts of the weed,
and no one has been injured. We can-
not grow the Vuella Abajo leaf in this
country, and for every cigar that we
import from Cuba we manufacture two
hundred at home. 'We buy Cuban to-
bacco and cigars because we want them,
end, as in the case of sugar, the modest
reduction made in our tariff on those
articles will have little or no effect on the
quantity purchased from the island.
The market price of sugar is not regu-
lated by the Cuban output or by our
tariff on it. The price of Cuban cigars
is regulated by a combination of fac-
tories now run largely by American capi-
tal., Under the tarms of the treaty there
was no reason to look for any material
influence on either the price or import
volume of sugar and tobacco,

Asfor our exports, no one at all familiar
with Cuban trade conditions would essay
the comparisons made in the article here
referred to, The writer of it should have

imports frfom Cubaj

harked back to the year 1808, when our
shipments to Cuba, including coin and
bullion, were $37,000,000, as compared
with the $26,623,500 in 1902, which he
quotes to show that the $14,000,000 worth
of merchandise shipped during the first
six months of 1004 represents “loss and
disappointment.” . Cuba's commerce and
industry have been for five years in a
state of transition and adjustment to
new conditions. They are now beginning
to find firm ground. For this, and for
other reasons the institution of such
comparisons is futile and unwarranted.

A brief six months trial of reciproeity
with such a country as Cuba is no ground
on which to condemn the system. An-
other fact appears, and that is one to
which we have several times referred in
earlier comment on our foreign trade.
A reciprocity treaty has practically no
value unless our merchants and manu-
facturers take active and aggressive
ateps to secure the advantages presented
through its terms. Reciprocity is useful
only if use is made of it. Otherwise it is
as useless as an unmounted grindstone
in a barn cellar. It is only a bundle of
papers in a Government pigeonhole.

While there have been certain limited
trade “agreements,” some of which are
still in force, no real trial of reciproocity
has been made since the expiration
of the Canadian treaty, in 1866. The
Hawaiian treaty lasted for twenty-five
years and witnessed an increase of total
commerce from the $2,000,000 of 1875
to $34,000,000 in 1900. The British North
American treaty saw a trade increase from
$5,000,000 in 1850, four years before its
gignature, to $57,000,000 at its termina-
tion, The Swiss treaty is an affair of
minor importance, and the precise force
of limited agreements is difficult of
measurement. Neither the treaty with
Canada nor that with Hawaii can be ac-
cepted as a measure of reciprocal trade
influences to-day. New conditions have
arisen and radical changes have been
effected in old conditions.

Reciprocity hag not yet been tried, and
there is nothing in the Cuban experience,
thus far to justify its condemnation.

Mahan’s Conclusions About
the War,
Owing to the unwillingness of the com-

batants in the Far East to permit news-
paper correspondents to witness the

Capt.

_military operations at the front, the in-

formation furnished us concerning the
events of the campaign is not only de-
ficient in detail, but is often inaccurate.
Nevertheless, from the data which may
be accepted as verified it is possible for
the naval or military strategist to detach
the general principles imvolved in the
contest. That is what Capt. A. T. MAHAN
has undertaken to do in the September
number of the National Review.

The gist of an article comprising some
twenty pages may be given in a few
paragraphs. Capt. MAHAN points out
that the naval and military movements
have been controlled by a recognition of
two facts: first, that the Japanese navy
is inelastic, and therefore should not be
subjected to grave risks; and, secondly,
that delay was imperatively needed by
Russia in order to place a preponderant
force in Manchuria. With these two
fundamental facts before us, it becomes
relatively easy to understand the cautious
course pursued by Admiral ToGo on the
one hand and the stubborn retention of
Port Arthur on the other.

Touching the first point, it is inter-
estifig to note the words attributed by a
correspondent of the London Times to
Capt. ARIMA, the Japanese naval officer
who commanded in the first two attempts
to block the entrance to Port Arthur.
According to Capt. ARIMA, the preserva-
tion of the battleships was the dominant
motive in dJapanese councils. It was
recognized that whatever ®gval re-
sources the Japanese might take into the
fight would have to suffice until the finish.
Their duty, therefore, was to expose
their squadron to a minimum of danger,
go long as their destructive potency
ghould not be thereby impaired. It is
certain that Admiral Togo, blockading
Port Arthur, and Admiral KAMIMURA,
who has had to deal with the Vladivostok
oruisers, have not courted conflicts at
close ranges. They have avoided them,
so far as it has been practicable, prefer-
ring to utilize to the full the immense
capabilities of maodern cannon. Hence
the frequent employment by the Japa-
nese of high-angle fire. The repeated
atterhpts to seal Port Arthur were in-
spired primarily by the same economical
considerations.

Capt. MAHAN adduces and indorres
another statement made by Capt. ARIMA,
that the same considerations which dic-
tated to Japan a programme a8 econom-
ical as possible should have impelled
her enemy to assume the offensive with
all the destructive forces he could com-
mand. Russia had naval reserves to
draw upon; she possesses building yards
incomparably larger than those of Japan,
The loss of a few ships' would not have
mattered for her, could she have crippled
or destroyed an equal number of Japa-
nese vessels. Capt. ARIMA, consequently,
thinks that too much caution has been
exhibited by the Port Arthur fleet and
that the warships detained in the Baltic
should long since have been sent to the
Far East. The Japanese naval author-
ities seem to have reckoned the coming
of the Baltic fleet as among very possible
contingencies, and Capt. MAHAN believes
that, if properly equipped to start, it was
perfectly feasible for a Baltic squadron,
go far as coaling was involved, to proceed
to the scene of hostilities diring the sum-
mer which is now ending. Had it so pro-
ceeded, and had the Port Arthur fleet
been so far restored as, on Aug. 10. it gave
demonstration of being, the Japanese
would have found on the sea, as they
have found on land, two divergent ob-
jectives, two mobile opponents, unitedly
very superior to themselves, cooperation
between which, or even junction, would
have been difficult to prevent.

Notwithstanding the defeat of Gen.
KUROPATRIN at Liaoyang, it is scarcely
possible as yet to say whether the reten-
tion of Port Arthur will prove as de-
terminative a factor in the contest be-
tween Japan and Russia as did the reten-
tion of Ladysmith in the South African
war. There is not in the present conflict
any such disparity of ultimate strength
between the oppongnts as that which
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existed in the earlier. Yet, while the final
outcome to which the parties are working
remains still unknown, the process tends
more and more in Capt. MAHAN'S opinion
to confirm the forecast that the resistance
offered by Port Arthur may prove the
turning point of ultimate success. Port
Arthur, in a word, has meant, and still
means, delay, the great need of all de-
fence, and especially of that particular
defénsive which requires time to organ-
ize resources incontestably superior.
Whether it will avail finally remains to
be seen; but the influence exercised on
the campaign by the retention of Port
Arthur is obvious. It has imposed upon
the Japanese two objectives, so that
they have had to choose whether to
concentrate upon the one or divide be-
tween the two. These divergent object-
ives were Port Arthur and the discomfi-
ture of the northern Russian army, a
discomfiture indispensable if the Japa-
nese were to control Corea and release
Manchuria, the professed motives of
the war.

Condensed in a sentence, these are the
conclusions drawn by Capt. MAHAN from
the war: that a grave error was com-
mitted in not despatching the Baltio
fleet some months ago to Far Eastern
waters, but that the mistake has been, to
some extent, atoned for by the obstinate
defence of Port Arthur.

Mr. Conried’s Second Season.

The prospectus for the second season
of opera at the Metropolitan under the
management of HEINRICH CONRIED, al-
though still incomplete, shows that he
has learned during his short term as im-
presario what the'New York public wants.
He has increased the number of his
stars and has attracted attention to them
rather than to his scenery and costumes.
He talks more about the popular singers
and the new rdles in which they are to
appear than about his wonderful opera
school. He knows now that the public
is more interested- in the stars than in
the embryonic geniuses he may have
intrusted to the fostering care of that
institution.

Under the former régime at the Metro-
politan, MAURICE GRAU was required to
furnish at every performance at least
twe etare They were selected from a
list of six approved by the directors of
the Metropolitan Opera and Real Estate
Company. This number included the
most famous singers in the world. Some-
times the manager, to his great profit,
put more than two famous singers into a
cast. Last season at the Metropolitan one
star frequently provided all the brilliancy
that the performance possessed.

Mr. CONRIED is contemplating a revi-
val of “Die Meistersinger” as a feature of
the approaching season, and a knowledge
of what New York demands has made it
necessary for him to defer his announce-
ment of particulars. He has not yet
engaged a German tenor for this opera
and knows that the most expensive and
careful reproduction of the life of old Nu-
remberg will never satisfy the lovers of
WAGNER'S comic opera unless there is an
adequate tenor in the part of Walter ron
Stolzing. New Yorkers have a standard
for this role which it is necessary to ap-
proach in some degree.

The musical public of this city is the
most exacting in the world, No other
community hears such singers, and no-
where elso is public taste go high. Any
impresario of the Metropolitan must,
like Mr. CONRIED, engage the best awvail-
able singers. It is a credit to the dis-
crimination of New Yorkers that they
will be satisfied with no others. Nor
will stage management, opera schools or
scenery be accepted as a substitute for
them, as Mr. CONRIED has learned.

Discrimination on Electlon Day.

The term of the Governor of N~ York
during the Deriod from 1#77 until 1,692
was three vears. There w.re no election:
for President and Governor sgimultane-
ously in any year betw:en 1876 and 1892,
except in 188%,

Many thousand voteis in New York,
as has been ghown in previous electioug,
may support a Republican nzilional
ticket while rejecting, as Republicans,
a Republican Btate ticket; or opposing,
as Democrats, the candidates upon it.

In 1900 the Republican electoral ticket
carried New York by 143,000, and the
Republican State ticket by only 111,000
—a difference of 32,000.

In 1896 the Republican electoral ticket
had a plurality of 268,000, and the Repub-
lican ticket for Governor 212,000—a dif-
ference of 56,000.

In 1888 the Republican electora! ticket
was successful by 14,000, The Demo-
cratic candidate for Governor was elec-
ted by 10,000—a difference of 33,000,

Thus, 32,000 is one record, 33,000 an-
other, and 56,000 a third record of the
discrimipation and difference in the vote
of New York on President and on Gov-
ernor at elections when both offices were
to be filled. s .

The Reform Club’s Discoveries.

Those earnest saviors of the republic
who shelter themselves in the shadow
of the Reform Club have been conducting
a gum shoe campaign among the editors
who are supporting the Democratic
canvass, to discover if they are sound
on the tariff issue. The editor of the
Malone Farmer is “in favor of wiping out
altogether the old relic of barbarism.”
He would “wipe it out lock, stock and
barrel, and raise revenue by an income
tax.” The editor of the Maryland Journal,
of Towson, in the Terrapin State, would
“knock out the trusts which billet on
the people” by krocking off the duties.

In West Virginia the Argus. printed in
Kingwood, is ably conducted by an editor
who would reduce the duties “with an
axe.” From the Times of Tipton, Ind.,
comes the message, “Lower taxes have
always been a winner.” The Tribune
of Rockville, Ind., thinks that “It is
always wise to advocate the truth.”
The News of Lamotte, Ia., declares that
tariff reduction {8 the “only real issue”;
all others are “straw men.” The Little
Siouz Hustler would have the Government
maintain “no trust hotbed.” The editor
of the Brighton Enterprise thus declares
his vidws: .

“I am for ahsolute free trade and no monkey work. "

There are few clouds on the sky of
unanimity, To be sure, the News Record

of Du Bois fears that “some Democrats
will vote for RoosEvELT,” but the Cou-
rier of Prairie du Chien pledges itself
that “on the issue of tariff for revenue
Wisconsin will go DRemocratic,” regard-
less of Lo FoLLerTE, SPOONER and all
their hosts. It is evident that for those
who like the Democratic platform it is
the sort of thing they like. But the
Reform Club added a personal question.
It was last on the list ite investigators
circulated. Here it is:

“Should this committee decide to supply copy
for special articles, showing the evils and abuses
of our present tarifl, would you care to have it sent
to yout"

The editors had been long suffering,
but some of them rebelled at this. Nine-
teen of them shuffled, and made condi-
tions. Fourteen were “in doubt.” An
even 100 were brutally frank. From
them came a mighty chorus of “No!”
They do and dare for Democracy; they
pledge their faith to the platform; but
when it comes to inflicting upon their
readers the printed outgivings of the
Reform Club they balk.

The subscribers to these 100 resolute
newspapers are to be congratulated.

News comes that, pending Gen. CORBIN'S
arrival in Manila as the successor of Gen.
WADE, Major-Gen. LEONARD WooD I8 to
become the military head of the American
army in the Philippines. Let us hope that
before his departure from Zamboanga he
will arrange an armistice with that rascal
the Datto Anx, It would be shocking if
that irrepressible should go to cutting up
as soon a8 Gen. Woop's shoylder straps
had disappeared below the northern hori-
zon. He might also put MANDI and CaALVI
and JOKAMIN, and a few others, under bonds
to keep the peace during his absence.

It istrue that these gentlernen have never
made us any trouble, but there is no telling
what they might do if Gen. LEoNARD WOOD
was not there,

—

Mr. FASSETT lsan experienced campaigner,

He knows what subjects to avoid. He
steered his oratory clear of Newburg.
————
THE CAMPAIGN.
The Hon. A, J. Warner's Forecast and
Preference.
To THE EpIiTOR OF THE SUN—Sir: [ was

not quite correctly reparted by the corre-
spondent in Pittsburg, as given in THE SUN of
Sept. 5. 1 said, as showing how thinge were
mixed politically, that, if Republicans had as
much confidence in their candidate as they
had in their party and in their platform,
Roosevelt would be eaaily elected. On the
other hand, if they had as much confidence
fn the Dembveratic party and its platform
as they had in the Democratic candidate,
Judge Parker would be easily elected by
Republican votes. Parker will undoubtedly
get many Republican votes, anyway: Roose-
velt will aleso get many votes that were given
to Bryan in 1806 and 1000, especially by silver
Republicans and some Populists, and Watson
will get many.

If the Democratic party had really come
together at St. Loujs, the preponderance
might, and very likely would, have been with
Judge Parker. They were together on all
bnt the money plank. The simple state-
ment that the inoreased production of gold,
affording, as it now does, an adequate supply
of standard money, left no issue between the
parties on that question. Did Bryan see that
such a declaration meant union? But that Is
a different thing from saying in effect that
the gold standard is fixed and irrevocable,
No provision of the Constitution is “irreve-
cable,” and what the “gold standard” may be
or hecome in the near or distant future no one
can tell-that will depend chiefly on pold
produection,

If it had fallen to the lot of Samuel J.
Tilden to frame a telegram to fit the exigency
that seemed to have arisen at St.Louis, it would
have corresponded exactly with the purport
of the Williams resolution, which all Demo-
crats, and Republicans generally, must ad-
mit to be the exact truth. dudge Pariter is
very careful and painstaking in framing his
sentences on all legal questions on which he
has full knowledge, but unfortunately he was
not so careful when he struck the money
question. In that he reminds the writer of a
certain locomative engineer who was called
up for careless running over certain parts
of his run. His answer waa that on the part
of the track he knew he ran very carefully,
but when he wasn't certain he opened the
throttle wide, so as to get over it as quick as
hie could.

But as thera is no "hattle of the standards”
to be fought now, nnd as it is generally agreed
that Parker {8 the safer man, why not take
the Judge-—the man of peace -rather than
an erratic lover of war? A.J. WanNenr.

MAnrteTTa, Ohlo, Bept. 12.

Mary Jane's Slate for a Cabinet.

To THE Evitor o THR S8vuN- Sir; Poor
Mary Jane, her days are numbered! Not

satisfled with taking the “gold telegram cure, "
she has indulged {n slate making, and she
now sees her finish, Here is her slate:
Secretary of State—David B. Hill, retired.
Secretary of the Treasury—August Belmont.
Secretary of War—Pat McCarren.
Secretary of the Navy—W. Randolph Hearst.
Attormey-General—Bourke Cockran.
Postmaster-Gencral-—-Billy Sheehan.
Secretary of the Interfor—-Thomas Taggart.
Secretary of Agriculture—Pltchfork Tillman.
Secretary of Commerce—8t, Clair McKelway.

NEW YORK, Sept. 14. K.

Labor Trusts.

To TRE ED1TOR OF THE SUN—Sir: Will the
time ever come when merchandise will be
labelled and advertired “Not made by a labor
trust”? This thought has been suggested by
witnessing the brutal treatment of a few
strike breakers, so called, who had the temer-
ity to take the places of men who left their
jobs, for reasons to them satisfactory, at the
hands of unionists and their sympathizers,

i

When people realize that the labor trust is |

the most tyrannical and powerful of all trusts,

the right of men to sell their labor wherero-

ever they wish will be recognized. Until that

time we shall have to witness the maiming of

“seabs.” Joux F, CARTER.
LYNN, Mass., Sept. 13.

A Highway Manual.

Chapter 536 of the New York State laws of
1004 directed the Becretary of State to desig-
nate a person to prepare and publish before
Aug. 1 a revised edition of the highway man-
ual of the State, which was authorized by
Chapter 655 of the laws of 1803. The law of
eleven years ago provided that every town
clerk should furnish free a copy of the manual
to each commissioner and overseer of high-
ways in his town, the town to pay the com-
piler not more than fifty cents a copy. Out-
siders were to be allowed to purchase mPies
for fot more than seventy-flve cents each.

The law of 1004 authorizes the compiler
to charge 81 a mpxof?r the manuals suppli
to officials, and $1.50 for manuals sold to oyt-
siders. In addition, it is provided that the
members of the town & throughout the
State shall refelve coples of the manual at
the expense of thelr townas, besides the road
commissioners and overseers. It is esti-
mated that 40,000 copjes of the manual will be
needed for the town officers.

The holder of this vnl}mble privilege is
Charles H, Betts, the Chief of the Assembly
Revision Room, whose home (s in Lyons,
Wayne county, and who is the State commit-
teeman from the Thirty-first Congress dis-
trict. Mr. Betts was chosen as State oom-
mitteeman last surw when the Governor-
Chairman reorganized it, sudceeding Anson
8. Wood as a member of that body,

The manual privilege ir regarded as & very
valuable one, particularly as the compiler

allowed to charge t as much for the
books as was permitted in 1803,

Plenty of Roem in This Scheel.

“No,"” remarked Experience, “I have a good many
pupils, but I never found It necessary to give half
time seasions. ™

And once more she chalked en the board the
anclent fact that 24+ 2=4,

Suns THURSLaA, SEPTEMS i vus 18904,

THE PARTY AND MR. ODELL.

SARATOGA, Sept. 14.—Republicans who
have gathered here from every county in
the State have discussed the attitude of
Tue SuN toward the Republican organi-
zatlon of the Btate. It is the unanimous
opinion of these men that THE SUN has per-
formed a service of the highest value to
the Republican party and the Republican
voters of the State. The delegates and the
leaders who cannot for a moment be con-
sidered grafters have declared for the last
few days that they can never express their
gratitude to THE SuN for its attitude of
fearlessness and upright criticism of the
Odell administration.

A group of these Republicans were on
the Broadway piazza of the United States
Hotel this afternoon and one of the most
eminent members of the Republican party
in the State expressed his views to his
fellows as follows:

“Tae BUN by its course in the last few
years has warned the people of the State
what was being done at Albany and else-
where to destroy the Republican party
in our great State. We all know that THE
SuN has been a Republican newspaper since
1896, but a newspaper with independent
proclivities and not timid about printing
the facts in its possession. THE SUN has
performed a great service to the party.
The party has a number of hidebound
Republican organization newspapers which
for reasons of their own have shut their
eyea to performances which have brought
dishonor to the party. The attitude of
these organization newspapers has been
hurtful to the party in the State. We don't
care what the Demecratic newspapers say
about our party, because we have been
taught to believe that the Democratic press,
for party purposes, is bound to distort all
legislation and all other matters affecting
the Republican party and to put us in a
disadvantageous light. It is the duty of a
Republican newspaper to call attention to
the faults of the party, to the wrongs that
are being done to the party by men in publio
place who care nothing for the party save
what they can filch from it because of their
prominence in the party. THE SBUN by its
course has demanded that the Republican
organization of the State give the followers
of the party good government. It has fear-
lessly and valiantly decried the persons
who are a reproach to the party and the
methods and systems which if not ended
will result in a cataclysm like that which
overtook the Demooratic- party in 1804,
Men in public life, Republicans and Demo-
crats, have said that it the Democratic
press of the State had fearlessly attacked
the methods and systems and persons prom-
inent in the Democratic party in the State
from 1888 to 1882 there would not have been
that direful defeat in 18904, The Republican
papers smashed into the Democratic papers
during that period, and tha Democrats wore
compelled to get their facts from Republi-
can newspapers; and the Democratio voters
in 1894 resented the conduct of their leaders
just as much as the Republican perty will
resent the conduct of Mr. Odell and the
Republicans in his train. The value of THE
SuNn's services in this direction cannot be
calculated. We do not expect Mr. Odell,
Mr. Ward, Mr. Littauer and Republicans of
that stamp to change their methods. But
we can deprive them of power before the
entire party has been tainted and before a

| cataclysm like that which struck the Demo-

crats in 1804 wrecks the Republican party
of the State.”

The utter candor of Republicans of re-
nown and integrity conocerning the condi-
tion of their party in the State has been one
of the refreshing chapters in the conven-
tion story. They expross their anger,
distrust and apprehension, and they point
out, what is known to all Republicans in the
inner circle, that the organization in the
State as a whole and in New York city is
in the hands of men whase motives gre to
the Jast degree selfish, whose principles and
policies spring from the pocket and whose
afMliations are of such a character as to
make their more worthy brethren blush for
the honor of the party. The admonition of
the Republicans who discussed this matter
took the shape of a prayver that THE Suwn
would continue its work for good govern-
ment in the party and in the State and a
declaration that it had the support of all
Republicans of integrity.

Freaks of Speech In Conversation and on the
Stage.
To THE FDIToR OF THE SUN-S{r' [ have just been

; reading an article on the broadening of the “a” In

modern éllte pronunciation. The author puts his
ban on It, but not, in my opinion at least, with sufm-
clent force. This curse of modern conversation
has reached a stage that calls for a widespread aod
persistent protest from the press.  Its evils are of
greater Import than most people are aware  Some
years ago It was thought that to belong to the cuit
ured class onc must broaden the “a™ till It sounds
lke short “0.” and also ellde the “r" almost en-
tirely.

The writer was onee in a place which was en-
tered by a young lady who Inquired where she could
find “autist mateweals" for sale, and the first sylla-
ble of the word spelled “eutist” was pronounced
nearly llke long "0." After several repetitions we
found she desired “artist materials.” A while ago
o gentleman named Brewster was giving bis name
over the telephone and was heard by one who stood
by bim to say that his name was Bwoostah.

A lady of recognized abllity as a vocal musie
teacher told me that she always told her puplls
when commencing a new plece of voeal musle that
“there is not an ‘r' In this plece.” On the other
hand how different are the Ideas of one who recelved
her musical education in Germany. I noticed In
conversation with this lady (one who has sung In
mAny of the great operas in Berlin and taken lead-
ing parts and Is to-day one of the great singers In
New York city) that her artieulation and pronuncia-
tion were perfect, and complimented her forit. She
sald; “Why. I have to be careful of my pronuncia-,
tlon and articulation all the time when In dally con-
versation or I would fall into bad hadl's. In Europe
the words of a sinzer have got to be understood,
while here in America any one who can get the
pitch of tone will pass.”

It scems to the wilter that one reason why we
have at the present day so few 10 take (he places of
the great actors and orators that twenty-five or
thirty years ago were before the pubdlic, Is that
this broadening of the *a” and climination of the
“r" renders It almost Impossible that they be un-
derstood. Calfis pronounced "koff”; bird becomes
“bud”; forth becomes “fawth.” A young lady ac-
quaintance always speaks of her “onty."

Not only Is this outrageous mode of speech used
in polite conversation, but It s even taught In the
public schools; and 1f allowed to progress as it has
in the past, & time will come when the orator and
actor will be drfven from their professions and the
church will go oyt of existence solely from lack of
hearers. J. H. B,

NEW YORK, Sept. |8.

A New Knot in the Educational Red Tape.

To THE EDITOR 0F THE SUN - Sir: Here s a new
loop In the Department of Educatlon's red tape,
designed. | believe, to makes dificult the enroliment
of puplls in the public schools.

It 15 now required that the cxact date of vac-
cinatlon appear upon certificates. This 1s often
lacking beoause of stress of work at the time of
vaocination, or for some other reason. Hundreds
have been required to have thelr certificates verl- |
fied before being allowed to register. Can any of
your readers clte an Instance wheére a request of any
kind was grantod If it was possibleto refuse?! Do
principals or teachers as a rule give a respectful
hearing t0 a patron? I should say not.

Rid the schools of red tapes, and let the children
JAMES HENRY TURNER.

1}

in.
NEW YORK, Sept. 13,

The Nimreod.
First Deer -And how did you escape?
Second Deer ~He hung bis boots on my horns by
mistake for the hatrack.

Advice from Maine and Vermont.
Davis, save your money.
Parker, save your law,
Taggart, save your honey.
Bryan, save your jaw.
BRIDGEPORT \ Sept. 14

F.J.N.

SUMMER ON THE ISTHMUS.

A Recently Returned Engineer’s Ohservae
tions on Mosquitoes, Water and Rum.

To 10K Epiror of THr BuN—Sir: In THE
Sux of this morning I read with some sur-
prige the account of an interview with a Dr.
R. O. Marcour, who is represen.ed to have been
i in the service of the United Btates Navy on
the Isthinus of Panama. The statements
attributed to Dr. Marcour are so remarkable
and in many cases so far removed from the
facts that 1 am impelled to correct them,
especlally since the present time is one of
extreme importance to the people of the
United States {n general and to the explojta-
tion of the Panama Canal in particular.

I write with some confidence, since I have
just returned from the Isthmus of Pan-
ama, where 1 spent two months, and thcse
the months which are regarded by many
people as the most unhealthy of the year in
that quarter of the globe. With reference to
this phase | may dismiss the subject in very
few words by saying that never In my life
(except for about two hours one morning,
when | was oppressed by an unusually hot
sun) bhave 1 enjoyved better health than
1 did on the Isthmus of Panama. This is
worth remarking, since 1 observed no unusyal
precautions as to health, I slept upon the
ground, in a bammock or in a bed as the cir-
cumstances of the night required, and I used
la moaquito net certuinly not more than half
a dozen times during my whole stay. When,
therefore, | read that the health of the ma-
rines was preserved by using mosquito nets
over the face, 1l cannotregard it other wise than
as & joke. 1 lived for a month in one of the
houses oocupied by the marines at Bas Obispo
lelwn of by Dr. Marcour, and during all o
that month | did not see s0 many mosquitoes
as one would meet in & single evening on al-
most any porch within a radius of fifty miles
of New York. Indeed, withouty exaggera-
tion, 1 muk; extend this statement to my whole
stay on the Isthmus. 1 took with me a mos-
?ulm net for my face, but did not remove 1t
ro:{: the original wrininx placed hround it
by the salesman when I bought it. Although
1 was many times at Empire, where the ma-
rines are now stationed, 1 did not see a single
individual wearing any protection of any
kind against mosquitoes, and I believe uny
one who might tr{ to force such a regulation
under the conditions which obtain there
would be laughed out of camp.

There may have been a few natives who
put copper mesh over their rain-water bar-
rels, but they are undiscoveralle in the great
mass who could not be forced to do such a
thing, for the simple reason that there is no
copper meah or any other kind of mesh for
them to use. The fact is that the natives
truly regard themselves as immune, and
suffer 8o little from malaria that it is a negli-
gible quantity.

One of the most singular statementa in the
article i8 to the effect that the only water in
the already excavated canal is rain water,
drained from the immediate marshes. In
fact, the canal already dug is almost wholly
tide wator and is in direct communication
with thé Chagres River, which has [ts source
in the mountains and itself ir a tide water
river for about ome-third of the distance
from Colon to Panama, To talk of draining
these marshes, scores of sauare miles in ex-
tant, as an easy job is about like saying that
to bujld the canal is an easy job. Truly, to
drain these marshes in such a way as to de-
prive moaquitoes of a breadine place would be
a work of tremendous magnitnde nnd prob-
ably would exceed in cost the building of the
canal {teelf.

The Iethmus of Panama has been a bug-
bear too long, and now that the canal faces
the goonla of the United States as a work
which they must perform, they are entitled
to accurate information ns to the conditions
thare. Not from choice, biut from necessity,
I drank from nearly every stream on the
Isthmus, and from the Chaeres River many
dozens of times, without the slizghtest ill effect,
I also drank the native rum with much pleasure
and without harmful results. T can recom-
mend it as one of the purest and most agree-
able distillations that I have ever come across.
The hest quality costs ahont 81 a gnllon.

To sum all up, I believe that a man.in good
bealth mav go to the Tsthmus of Panama,
live there as comfortably and as economienlly
as anywhere in the United States, and pre-
anrve his health quite as well there ns at home,
if he will ohsarve the most ordinary rules of
decency and hygiene,

GUForar HERARD PAINE,
Consulting Engineer.
NEw Yonrg, Sept, 13, 3

Rusctla and Ameriea.

To TAE Epitor oF Turg Srx--Sir: In THE
Kon of to-day “M. K. "snys that Russia always
“has been our friend,” and “Russia, no matter
what may be the character o6f her govern-
ment, is entitled to the goed will and sympa-
thy of all Americans who remember the past.”
As I understand the situation, it is the Russian
tovernment that is waging the present war,
and the sympathies of no right thinking man,
whethier American or other, can be with that
Government, Of courge we sympathize with
the poo!ph‘ of Russia, particularly the subject
nationalities which are within the empire but
are not parts of the bureaticrucy; but this
svinpathy in no way lessens our sympathy
for the people of Japan and our hope that the
mihtary and naval fmwet of Japan may be
completely successful, A

The best thing for the people of Rm?‘in will
be the defeat of the Gtovernment of Russia.
The people there are bearing the burden with-
out knowing much or caring much about the
causes of the conflict, On the other hand,
the people of Jupan, while bearing the burden
on tgat side, are willingly making the sacrifice,
for they well know that their fate would repeat
the fate of Poland and Finland if Russiashould
guaceed in her designs. They are battling for
their political and religious liberty.

To say that Russin always “has been our
friend” ia to play with words. There is no
“Ruasin” that has helped or conld have he]ped
us, ontside of the very Government which
“M. E.” impliedly, and richtly, excepted from
the scope of our sympathies. What a former
Czar did was axowedly to help preserve and
build up a commercial rival (¢ the Enropean
commercial rivals of Russia, 1% was the not of
the Czar, not of the Russian people. for the
masses of that people then knew as little and
were interested as little in our affaire as the
Russinn masses of to-day know of or are in-
terested in the Far Eastern exploitations of
their rulers,

If there {8 any continuity of gratitude from
America to Rusaia, {ts henoﬂcinrr should he
Nicholas, not the people of Russia, for he is
the descendant of the one Russian who once
did something, as we continually are told, that
should make us forever shut our eves to the
crimea of the Russian Government and wish
for the overthrow of the brave people strug-
gling to save themselves from its criiel ambi-
tions, EpwIN C. WALKER,
NEw YOorg, Sapt. 13,

That Memorable Sentence About Labor's
Rights.

To THE Epriror or THE BuN—Sir: In
his letter of acceptance Mr. Roosevelt says:

Within the limits defined by the natlonal Con-
stitution the national Administration has sought
to secure to cach man the full enjoyment of his
right to lige his life and dispose of his property and
his labor as he deems best, 8o long as he wrongs no
one clse.

Quoting this as a deliverance on the “rights
of free lnbor,” THR BUN says:

We do not suppose that in all of the writings of
Theodore Roosevelt there is another sentence that
will survive |t

Why does THE SvN think this sentence in
Theodore Roosevelt’s letter will survive all
that he has written before?

Will it rurvive the sentence quoted by Sena-
tor Bailey, in his recent Brooklyn speech,
from Theodore Roosevelt's message to Con-
gress, the point of which turned on whether
Roosevelt had enclosed the word “fair” in
quotation marks or not?

Wae that message a platitude or a declara-
tion in favor of the cloged shop?

Who will prezerve voiur surviving sentence,
the labor unions or the non-union workersa?
Certainly it is easy enough to read into it a
declaration entirely to be approved of by
the Labor Trust, and as certninly must Roose-
velt count on such u reading after his Pennsyl-
vanja *ecord,

To rne it i8 well chari cterized as “a perfect
example of a politician s slickness in dodging
a dangerous issue JonN D, ELWELL,
NEW Yois, Sept. 14.
Still Reading Obsolete Versions of the Bible.

From Reynolds's Newspaper.

1t 18 a remarkable fact that the majority of Bible
readers in this country are using an obsolete and
out of date version. The oMclal revised transiation
of the Bible has made many thousands of altera-
tions in the text of the translation of Willlam Tyn-
dale, 50 that the greater number of Bibles In use to-
day are Incorrect and misicading. Knowing this,
however, ministers of the numerous rellglous seols
"ignore their plaln duty to recommend the accurate
transiation of the collection of historical and lterary
Hebrale books and Greek episties, called by the
common name of the Bible, which constitutes the
basis of the Christian falth.

An Educated Fish.
Remarked the trout—*I never fall
A prey to foll designs;
I dom't got caught, for I was taught
To read We Unes,”

COLOR LINE IN AFRICA.

b m——
American Negroes in Preteria Say They
Are Disoriminated Againet,

WASHINGTON, Bept, 14—United States
Consul Proffit, at Pretoria, has transmitted
the State Department a petition signed by
thirteen American negroes who make their
home there, alleging that the Transvaal
Government discriminates against them on
every possible occasion. They appealed te
Consul Proffit because, according to their
statements, their treaty righte had Deen
denied them and because the liberties thav
enjoyed under the late Boer Government
had been abrogated, and they were left
without protection, .

They allege that they are barred from
riding in second class railroad coaches be-
oause of their color, that they are prohib-
ited from walking on the sldewalk—*for
which we are thrown about like chattels”—
that they are not allowed to do business

use they are Americans, and that they
are told that “the American natives must
expeot the same treatment.as the Africans.”
This and more makes our condition un-
bearable,” they say.

Mr. Prcfilt says that the petition is true
in all respects save the allegation as to the
right of the sidewalks being refused to
the petitioners. He says the maintenanca
of this prohibition lies rather in the custom
than in the law, which was abrogated not
long ago. As to railroad transportation,
the law does not differ materially from
those in many of the Bouthern States.

The Consul says that licenses to negroes
to go into business are refused not on ac-
count of their being Americans, but on
account of their color,

It is true, he says, that they are troated
as are the native Africans,

Such petitions as the one in question are
frequently received at the consulate, and
the Consul has always tried “to make the
colored man content with his lot in South
Africa,” where the negro was in a sense a

uest of the British nation, having eaterad
the country with a knowladgs of ths laws
by which he must abide,

The Consul says, however, that this ex=
planation has not diminishad the com-
plaints, 8o he has laid the mattar before
the State Department.

80,859 PUPILS ON PART TIME.

Estimate of th~ Superintendent of fchooly
on Returns Se Far.

Reports from the principals of moat of the
public “schocls in Manhattan giving the
enrollment of pupils at the schonl openings
on Monday were received yeaterdry at the
office of the Board of Education. Rejporta
from nine public schools in The Bronx,
Brooklyn, Queens and Richmond did not
reach SBupt. Maxwell. From the roports
received he made up this table:

BLEMENTARY BCHOOLS.

Boroughs. Rgister. Increase. Pupu\‘. ne.
Manhattan. .....2006,91 14,050 42,088 *Abl
Brooklyn ....... qu 15370 80,084 *2.732
Bronx.... .. 48,800 2,000 213 3,560
Queens.. . 82,R24 2,888 5,148 180
Richmond.. . 11,018 045 1,260 08

Taotal.............541,712 50,233 £0.6%9 *6,205

Hizh Schools... 22, 1,918 none 433

Grand total....B84,447 88,10 80850 6,08

* Decrease.

The part-time increase in Richmond,
Mr. Maxwell says, is due to the fact that 901
pupils are put on part-time because of the
nan-completion of Bchool 17 in that borough
but this condition will probably be relieved
in a very short time,

OLD TIME SERMONS.

Overgenerous Measure of Oratory From
the Preachers.

Bighsp Welldon in the Nineteenth Cenbury.

There |18 no doubt that a good many sermons are
dreadfully dull. But it is an element in the dificulty
of preaching that clergymen, in preparing and de-
livering thelr sermons, are practically debarred
from adopting some accepted oratorical meeas.
Thus the use of humor in & sermon ls almost un-
known within the Church of England. Nomocon-
formist preachers llke the late Mr. Spurgeon have
sometimes employed humor in their sermons with
striking effect. When he preached (if the story is
true) upon the Martyrs' Memorial at Oxford, and
asked where It was possible to ind martyrs at the
present day, and suggested that if the Bishops and
clergy of the Church of England were the mariyrs
they would be sure to burn well, they were so dry,
he resorted to & device which might or might met
be allowed and approved by his own congregation,
but would certainly grate upon the critical taste of
Churchmen.

Time was when sermons, like speeches, were sub-
joct to Interruption, as Chrysostom's were, for ex-
ample, at Constantinople; and the interruption, if it
was disturbing, was enlivening. There is, Indeed,
a =tory that Chry once preached a sermon
agalnst th» practice of applauding preachers by
clapping of hands and stamping of feet and that
his congregntion received even that sermon with
applause. Dut plety, or perhaps decorum, has long
sinee forbidden the expression of approval or dis-
seny in churches. It would be shought & stiange
thing that any one listening to a sermon should cry
“Hear, hear,” or “"No, no.” Such ejaculations are
wholly undesirable; they are fatal to reverence.
But the absence of them enhances the difficulty of
preaching. For when an audience gives no visible
or audible sign of emotion how can a speaker tell
what the effect of his words is, or whether they have
any effect at all? The secular speaker knows more
or less if he 18 in touch with his hearers, but a
preacher never knows.

Thomag Boston, minister of the Gospel at Ettrirk,
in a sermon on “Fear and Hope, Objects of the
Divine Complacency,” after an Introduction in four
sections, deduced six doctrines, each sub divided
into from three to elght heads; but the last doctrine
required another sermon which contained “a prac-
tical improvement of the whole,” arranged under
eighty-six heads. A sermon on Matthew x1., 23,
was subdivided into seventy -51x heads; on this text,
indeed, Mr. Boston preached four such ssrmons.

A Scotch preacher, not In the pres*nt degenerate
age, has been known to preach from five to six
hours at a stretch, and sometimes, when one
preacher had finished his sérmon another would
begin, and there would be a succession of preachers
dellvering sermon upon sermon, until the unbhappy
congregations were kept listenlng to “the Word™
for as many as ten hours without a brenk,

There may be at the present time a eertain Intor-
est attaching to a contemporary account of one of
the fast days connected with the framing of the
Westminster Confession of Faith. “After Dr.
Twisse had begun with a brief nrayer, Mr. Marshall
prayed two hours most divinnly. After, Mr,
Arrowsm!iu preached an hour, then a psalm; there.
after, Mr. Vines prayed near two hours, and Mr,
Palmer preached an hour, and Mr. Seaman prayed
near two hours, then a psaim.”

But it Is not only In regard to the length of ser-
mons that the publc taste has undergone a change.
1f 1 may specify four celebrated preachers of the
Church of England—Bishop Andrewes, Blshop
Jeremy Taylor, Dr. South and Bishop Butler—it s
safe to say that there is not one of them whose #er.
mons would be appreciated or perhaps tolerated
at the present day.

Then They Registered ‘“and Lady.”
From the Milwaukee SBentinel.

*Some weeks ago I had an opporutnity of
inspecting the hotel register of a Niagara
Falls hotel of the yeurs 1830-82," sald Olive®
Breen. "Even at that time the falls seem
have been a favorite reso{t. but what [
Ireswcl me most was the style in voguc at that
me.

“The chirography was by far better than
one sees nowadays on hotel registers, some
writing almost resembling steel engraving,
1 looked all through the register, but found
but one instance of a man registering him-
selfl ‘and wife.' In every other instance it
was ‘and lady.' Another feature of the regis-
ter was a column headed ‘remarks,’' which
was used bif"’"" in making nlfnoﬂou.
some of which were highly mermln‘. To-
ddy we tell our confidences to the clerk.”

Things fer Breakfast.

From the Albany Jowrnal,

This morning about 7 o'clock I was m @
grocery store near my house and there were
a number of psople there waiting anxiously
to be waited upon. In rushed a little fellow
unﬂ he pt'uuh himself up to the counter and
cal out:

“Say, mister, hurry as and wait on_me,
will yer, ‘cause me mudder wants de t'ings
fur breakf'st?”

“Well, my littla man,” ndod’.the kindly

storek eoper, “what de t
Y f 3 'ooxw i
yelfodth:n'ro.n.. eapnnud.bmn.

His View of It.
From the Atlanta Constiution. .
“Have no fear,” sald the Sheriff to the negro
prisoner. “You will be hung acoording to law.”
“Thank de Lawd!” exclalmed the prisoncr, “| W
ter die a nat'ral death!”
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