S e S

e

e 23

P e T

e AP L T S B, o B VL LT S N N

A ot P e R B 173 I R 5

it s =
R

g

o

<

BUNDAY, DECEMBER 18, 1004.

[ —————
Tutered at the Post OMoe at New York as Second.
< Class Mall Matter,

Subscriptions by Mail, Festpaid.
DAILY, Per Mouth......ooeovererivnssianisd #0 5o
DAILY, Per YoAl. ..coovvcivariarinnces
BUNDAY, Pw Yuq
DAILY AND SUNDAY, Per Yoot. .cooovvvie
DAILY AND SBUNDAY, Per Mooth........ W 0

Poitage to forelgn countries added.

—

heasrmrente

Published by The Sun Printlag and Publishing
Assoclation st 170 Nassau street, ln the Bovough

of Manhattan, New York.
e et

17 our friends who [avor us with manuseripts for
publication with lo hawe rejecied articles returned, ihey
#Ist (M all cates sen:l samps fof (Aat purpose.
==

The Letter of a Southerner.

Discussion of the negro question has
become somewhat tiresome. In one
form or another it has been kept up in
this country without intermission for a
century, and actively and virulently
for more than fifty years; yet we give a
Southerner an opportunity to discuss
the question still again in an adjoining
column. Mr. GATES presents no new
view, however, but repeats arguments
and allegations which are old, very old.

He starts out by assuming that North-
ern writers on the subject are ignorant
of the conditions at the South and the
state of mind of the Southern whites.
If that is so they have thrown away op-
portunities to in‘orm themselves as to
the matter. No question concerning
our social and political relations has
been more frequently and more thor-
oughly discussed by people who know
all about it. Every fact and every argu=~
ment brought forward by Mr. GATES is
familiar to all intclligent men at the
North, no less than at the South. Be-
sides, many thousands of Northern peo-
ple visit the South every winter, and the
business associations between South and
North are all the time growing more
intimate.

It was inevitable that the sudden
and revolutionary step from slavery to
freedom of two-fifths or one-third of
the population of the South should in-
volve social and industrial disturbance,
On the whole, however, the revolution
has been effected with wonderfully little
friction. The South has risen from com-
plete collapse immediately after the war
to great prosperity, and it has been a
progress unexampled in the history of

the world under similar circumstances.

Cotton production is nearly three
times as great as it was in the year of
the largest cotton crop under slavery,
and in other agricultural productions
the increase has been even greater. The
South in the last generation has built up
a vast system of manufacturing, has
developed its mines to an enormous ex-
tent, and its railway systems now rank
with the best in the Union. Nothing in
this suggests industrial disturbance, and
practically the negro question is an in-
dustrial question.

Mr. GATES complains that education
for the negro tends to distract him from
the manual labor for which alone he is
fitted. That is not a complaint peculiar
to the South and the negro. “What
the South,” savs Mr. GATES, “protests
against is acts the resultof which causes
the negro to seek elevation above the
social plane of his race.” The same
kind of talk is often heard here at the
North concerning laborers who are not
black. It is said that they do not “keep
their place,” that they are not suffi-
ciently submissive, that, as the Episcopal
Prayer Book puts it, they are no longer
ocontent to do their duty “in that state of
life unto which it shall please Gob to call®
them. They assert themselves uncom-
fortably, think they are as good as any-
body else, and combine to prevent their
employers from keeping down their
scale of wages.

All that is an inevitable result of edu-
cation, and it is a result seen not merely
in a democracy, but also in monarchical
and despotic States. Laborers “seek
elevation above the social plane” to which
they had been confined, whether they
are negroes or white men. That is human
progress, and as time goes on the seeking
will be more and more general and more
and more earnest and successful. Mod-
ern society denies that there is any lower
social plane to which any man is confined
or any social elevation to which he may
potaspire. The South is less troubled by
that aspiration and by the determination
of its industrial population to get ahead
than is the North.

Mr. GATES says the negroes are lazy.
Would the great crops, the enormous
output of mines and manufactories and
the vast railway development have been

ible if the great mass of the negroes
in the Bouth had not worked industri-
ously? It is questionable if relatively
there is any more thriftlessness and any
more indisposition to labor among the
Southern negroes than there is among
Northern whites. It is questionable, too,

if the crime attributed to the negroes of |
' by rail is increased, which is an imposai- |

the South peculiarly is much more fre-
quent there than it is at the North. How
large is the percentage of it among the
eight million negroes of the South?

Mr. GATES says that the free schools of
the South establiched after the war, in
whose benefits the negroes participate,
were supported by the whites only, for
“hardly a negro was a taxpayer.” Inthe
same sense, iree schools generally are for
the children of parents who do not pay
taxes directly; though, in fact, every-
body pays taxes indirectly, if not direct-
ly. The great mass of the pupils in the
schools of New York are not children of
parents who pay specific tax bills. The
position of Mr. GATES is fallacious.

Mr. GATES says that “the South pre-
fers to retain the negro,” but “it wants
the negroes a toiler” only,  Nearly four
million negroes in the United States, of
whom nearly nine-tenths are in the
Bouth, are now engaged in toil or, as the
otnsus defines it, in “gainful ocoupa-
tions.” 1f the Bouth should be deprived

. of negro toil its industry would be de-

. stroyed in chief part. Of course, it does
Bot want 4o get rid of its negroes. 1f the

| be impossible to keep the forces under
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efforts to attract white forelgn immi-
gration in which Southern communities
are now engaged so earnestly should be
successful oh any large scale, a parp of
the negro labor might be dispensed with
eventually; but the probability is that if
such a change from black to white labor
ever takes place extensively there will
be more dissatisfaction at the South
than there is now.

This leads us to affirm that nowhere in
the world is the industrial situation so
favorable to the employer as it is now at
the South. The greatest trouble with the
negro labor there is its insuficiency.

As to discussion of the negro question,
'vhy should not everybody everywhere
be free to talk about it? Thisis a coun-
try of free epeech. Whether that free-
dom s wisely or unwisely used, it is the
birthright of an American, and the Bouth
will no more suffer from it than does the
North.

Finally, the SBouth is very much better
off than it knows, It oan afford to be in-
different to criticism. In many respects
it is the most fortunate, the most pros-
perous region on the face of the globe.
It can’t be injured from outside. It can
only injure itself. The habit of troubling
yourself about what other people think
of you is bad.

Will Starvation Stop the War in the
Far East?

It is an axiom of writers upon the art
of war that an army moves upon its
belly, which is but a figurative way of
stating the obvious truth that deprived
of food men canmot fight. That, if not
expelled by force of arms, the Russian
army may be starved out of Manchuria
is evident if we can accept as authentic
the news telegraphed from St. Peters-

burg by the correspondent of the Paris |
Tempa, who hitherto has proved to be |
exceptionally well informned.

The correspondent says that Gen.
KUroPATRIN has telegraphed to the
Russian War Office that unless the
number of trains on the Siberian Rail-
road is increased considerably it will

his command supplied with provisions,
in which event he would be unable to
answer any longer for the course of the |
campaign. No announcement could be
more portentous, for the reason that the
carrying capacity of the Siberian Rail-
road, as regards roadbed, track and
rolling stock, has long since been sub-
jected to the utmost strain.

We have before pointed out that the
reports wired from St. Petersburg that
the Russian Government had decided to
place three huge armies in Manchuria,
which in the aggregate would comprise
not far from a million of men, were on
their face absurd. The soldiers could
not be fed. Orf the three sections of
Manchuria, the southern has been for
some time wholly in Japanese hands,
while the central and northern sections,
which relatively are less fertile, have
been so utterly denuded of food sup-
plies for the use of KUROPATKIN'S army
that the natives must either migrate or
perish from famine; and if the fields are
to be sown next spring it must be with
imported seed. So much for the possi-
bility of feeding the Russian troops off
the country.

We observe next that all the stores
which before the outbreak of the war
had been accumulated at Harbin and |
at other points on the railway running |
thence to Port Arthur are exhausted, and |
the Russian soldiers are now depend-
ent on Siberia and European Russia for
the sustenance doled out to them by a
single track railway from day to day.
How is it possible to furnish in this way
food enough for a force which, including
the garrisons of Vladivostok and Har- |
bin and the troops to guard lonz lines of
communication against Chinese maraud- |
ers, cannot fall much, if at all, short of
three hundred thousand men?

It must be remembered that, accord-
ing to the testimony of an eyewitness
who has lately &pent some months in
Mukden, the railway was then only
capable of delivering on an average a |
daily reenforcement of four hundred |
men, although on some occasions the !
maximum of a thousand had been
reached. With the men, of course, had
to go their ammunition, and the food
required for their consumption en
route. At that time, be it remembYered,
the force already collected in Manchuria
was subsisting off the country or on
the stores got together before the war
began. From the moment, however,
KUROPATKIN'S army has to rely on pro-
visions forwarded by rail it is manifest
that the whole carrying capacity of the
road must be devoted to that purpose
and that the reenforcing process must
be suspended.

But an accession of at least four hun-
dred men a day would probably be
needed merely to compensate for the
mortality or sickness due to disease,
| owing to the shocking lack of sanitary
precautions in the Russian camps. If
reenforcements cease the Russian army
will dwindle steadily. If, on the other
hand, the present numbers are kept up,
their commander says, according to the
correspondent of the T'empa, that they
cannot be fed unless the daily delivery |

bility. This, then, is the vicious circle
in which circumstances have pent. up
the force under Gen. KUROPATKIN., Un-
less reenforced it is doomed to crumble,
while if reenforced it is condemned to
perish by starvation.

The Japanese, for their part, having
command of the sea, can not only draw
supplies quickly from their native land,
but can buy food anywhere else in quan-
tity and can deliver it with speed and
certainty at the front. They could stay
at Liaoyang for an indefinite period, so
far as the problem of subsistence is
concerned. The Russians, on the other
hand, seem likely to find it as impossi-
ble to remain in Mukden as the French
found it to stay in Moscow. An early
retreat is inevitabla.

1t is, in a word, a hopelessly unequal
struggle to which Russia was committed
by the Grand Ducal coterie when it pre-
1 vented the fulfilment of the promise to
| evacuate Manchuria. Unless the Czar's

advisers were absolutely certain of

maintaining maritime ascendency, they

were guilty of an act of folly when they

AN

_provoked Japsn to war. The issus of
the contest seems to have been irfevo-
cably fixed when Admiral Toao by beat-
ing the Port Arthur squadron gave his
country undisputed control of the sea.

The Millionaire's Peril.

The Rev. HENRY A. STIMSON writes in
the Atlantic Monthly of “The Millionaire's
Peril,” a danger, whatever it is, few of us
would not have the courage to face. Per-
haps an exception should be made of
that extreme publicity, that constant
surveillance, which are the lot of the ex-
cessively millioned millionaires. Fortu-
nately, the mere millionaire is too com-
mon to attract attention. Onoe in & while
the obituary column reveals an unsus-

plutocrat who has been able to
go through life without notoriety. Him
we must regard as highly fortunate.

Most of the golden brethren have to
pay a penalty for thelr riches. Most
people like to imagine themselves on a
moral pedestal whence they can look
with superiority upon the class of per-
sons whom Mr. GEORGE WrLLIAM CURTIS
comprised somewhat summarily under
the title of SoLoMON QUNNYBAGS. If
you are mot rich, why, necessarily, you
are more cultivated, of finer nature, of
better heart than those who are. Thus
does self-importance smooth its ruf-
fled feathers, Thus does the poor mil-
lionaire, much abused as he is, receive a
certain sympathy and pity from those
who are not exposed to his “peril.”

Mr. STrMsoN looks at him with this
pitying gaze:

“ After all, the chief danger from wealth Is to the
posseasor. The old word as to the dificulty of
the rich man's entering the Kingdom of Heaven

! stil) stands. The milllonalrs is himeelf the man

whose sensibilities : re dulled. whose heart is most

exposed to corrosion. He Is compelled to live in &

world of hls own, where standards are artificlal,

{deals are low, restraints are few and foebly applied,

conventlonalities control, and truth is rarely spoken

1o his ears. He knows little of the discipline of

the man,

“* Who, long compelled In humble walks to go,
Was softened Into feeling, soothed and tamed.'

Consequently, It can seldom be written of him.

** Nor did he change, but kept In lofty place
The wisdoma which adversity had bred.' *
How pleasant to shake a warning

finger at one's too forehanded brother

and to quote poetry at him! We don't
understand, however, how restraints are
few and feebly applied in a society
where conventionalities control. As to

“discipline,” most millionaires have had

plenty of it in their youth and have got

rich by their genius for moneymaking.

The small class of hereditary million-

aires is distinguished, as a whole, for its

self-control and its comparative blame-

lessness of life. The millionaire has a

good chance to acquire worldly wisdom:

and the truth is spoken to him much
more frequently than about him. As
to being “compelled to live in a world of
his own,” we all live in a world of our

o»n; all standards are artificial, and

“ideals” are generally pretty well worn

ofl in the attrition of daily life.

Mr. STIM8ON visits the sin of the father
upon the children:

* It is a dally wonder If his chfldren turn out well,
They have mone of the advantages of ordinary
bovs and girle In the d!scipline or even the common
intercourse of life, and few of the Inoentives; they
are a class by them elves, courted for thelr money
and dreaded for their Influenoce, as to-day In our
scaools and oolleges; and when the son of a mil.
1l nalre makes & man of himself, or & daughter
t r s out to be a gracious, scifieh and lovable
woman, a wife to gladden the heartof a m:in, h w
u lversal ls the comment!”

Thesons of millionaires are not courted
at colleges. They come much nearer to
being ostracized. The student of mod-
erate means is in deadly fear of being
accused of “swiping” (toadying). The
rich boy must associate with the rich, His
automobile (“bubble,” as the spﬁ\ of
some of the collegians hath it) “qteers”
him. The pitiless democracy of schools
and colleges is severe to the rich.

1s the “comment universal” when a
millionaire's son or daughter turns out
well? There must be a few people in the
community who don't spend their time
in reading gossip about the rich. As a
matter of observation and fact, don't the
children of the rich “turn out” as well as
the children of the poor? Yes, but every-
body likes to find reasons for believing
that he is better than his neighbors.

Transformation of Fifth Avenue.
The midtown section of Fifth avenue
has been losing caste as a residence
neighborhood ever since its newer and
more luxurious hotels began to divert
the golden patronage of wealth and
fashion from the less modern Broad-
way hostelries. The Waldorf-Astoria, at
Thirty-fourth street, and Sherry's and
Delmonico's, at Forty-fourth street,
naturally fostered the growth of trade
in their vicinity &nd became important
centres from which commerce in luxu-
ries and in personal services progressed
rapidly northward and southward. Un-
til quite recently, however, Fifth ave-
nue's business community oontinued to
wear the badge of dependence on the
fashionable hotels cresting Murray Hill,
It was housed in made-over dwellings,
and wore an unmistakable air of sub-
serviency to neighborhood interesta.
Within the last two years the avenue
may be said to have taken definite rank
as a rival of Broadway, of Twenty-
third street and of Sixth avenue. Of
the five great houses of national fame
which lent distinction to the shopping
section of Broadway at and near Madison
8quare, two have acquired in that time
sites in Fifth avenue. The Gorham
Manufacturing Company will presently
be established at the southwest corner
of Thirty-sixth street, and the Tiffany
Company will before long take posses-
sion of its new home, at the southeast
corner of Thirty-seventh street. Thess
firms join a colony of silversmiths and
jewellers that already contains notable
members. Last week the firm of Messrs.
B. AuTMAN & Co. announced their in-
tention to build on the black front be-
tween Thirty-fourth and Thirty-fifth
streets, diagonally opposite the Waldorf-
Astoria, and with that incoming Fifth
avenue will receive its first dry goods
department store. A store of the same
character and rank will probably soon
follow on the west side of the avenue,
between Thirtieth and Thirty-first
streets, where Mr, MARSHALL FIELD has
secured a site comprising sixteen lots.
The accession of houses like these

9 b . e
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| exactly divides the population into halves

implies that the Fifth avenue shopping
trade has oeased to be a local institution.
Not only Murray Hill, but also the entire

metropolitan area now contributes to-

ward its prosperity. Fmanocipated from
the residential traditions of the neigh-
borhood, the merchant community is
glving expression to its spirit and pur-
poses in a distinctive architecture, The
sppearance of the avenue is rapidly
changing. Most of the new buildings
have been erected by wealthy banking
ocorporations and mercantile concerns,
instead of by speculators, with the result
that the workmanship and taste of archi-
teots of merit predominate. As oon-
structions of excessive height are not
required, it has been possible to observe
the canons of proportion, and some of
the new buildings are among the most
beautiful in the town.

The shopping section of Fifth avenue |-

now extends from Madison Square to
Forty-seventh street, a full mile in
length. At its lower end ground has
been broken for a costly hostelry on the
old Hotel Brunswick site. The Windsor
Arcade, at its upper end, is of recent date
and of distinctive character. Intheinter-
vening distance there is no vacant point
where the prooess of reconstruction has
not made some headway. Enough has
been done to demonstrate that Fifth
avenue will be distinguished among the
city’s shopping thoroughfares. A mon-
umental public building and many
splendid hotels will break the uniformity
of commercial constructions, and a road-
way unobstructed by street cars will
permit freedom of movement to the
passing show of carriage traffic.

The invasion of middle Fifth avenue
by hotels and shops is, of course, due to
one and the same cause—the uptown
migration of the fashionable residence
population. This migration, though old
as the city, has taken on a new phase,
which in a large measure explains the
extraordinary development of retail
trade in the avenue during the last few
years. Between 1866 and 1902 the centre
of the fashionable world moved from
Fourteenth to Fiftieth street. During
the whole of that period, however, it
remained west of Fifth avenue. In
1902, for the first time, the majority of the
people of fashion lived eastward of Fifth
avenue. The reason for this eastward
turn of fashionable migration forms an
interesting but complicated chapter in
the history of the town's growth. That
migration, however, accounts for the
rise of Fifth avenue as a centre of retail
trade. It is suggestive to note that the
first removal of a business house of the
highest rank from one of the old estab-
lished shopping districts to Fifth avenue
was announced in the same year ‘hat the
centre of the fashionable population
passed eastward of the avenue. Mean-
time, it is a sign of the multiform great-
ness of New York that the creation of a
new trade centre in nowise diminishas
the attractiveness and the prosperity
of the old.

A Cnanans Bulletin just jmaned nresanting
and discussing the age statistics of the
United States, brings out important faots
and makes valuable deductions from them
Tueso are the more eullied 10 BBIIVUS COL-
sideration because the auges of the popula-
tion of the continental United States were
asoertained more accurately in 1800 than in
any previous censua.

It appears that the madian age of the
aggregate population, that is, the age which

was 22.85 years at the opening of the twen-
tieth century. In 1800 the median age was
determined at 15.97, and since 1820 it has
{noreesed on the average by two-thirds of a
year each decade. In cities of over 25,000
inhabitants the median age is about three
and a balf years higher than that in smaller
communities and rural districta. It is high
in North Atlantio and Wastern States and
low in South Atlantic and South Central
States, while in the North Central States it
approximates that of the country asa whole.
The average age for the whole population in
1000 was slightly higher than the median
age, or 20.2 years.

Three-fifths of the population of the
Union on this continent were in the *pro-
ductive age group”—that is, between the
ages of 15 and 60. This is a larger per-
oentage of the population than is found in
the same group in European countries. The
reason for {t is explained to be the presence
in this country of large numbers of foreign
born adults. Among the natives of the
United States the showing is very different.
Only Holland and the Scandinavian coun-
tries bave so small a proportion of their
population in the “productive age group”
as {8 found in the native white population of
this country.

The number of ocentenarians reported,
“grossly exaggerated in the returns,” ao-
cording to the Bulletin, is particularly ex-
aggerated among illiterates. Except among
persons of advanced years, however, the
tendency was toward understatement of
age rather than exaggeration. Among the
negroes this tendency was strongest, and it
was more marked among foreign born than
native whites.
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A Tribute to & Dead Policeman,

To ™= Eprror or THE Sun—Sir: In reading
Taz Sow of Dee. 15, I, Mms. John Hoey, widow of
Mounted Policeman Hoey, who was killed by an
sutomobile some three years ago, was surprised
and pleased 10 learn that the lnscription relating
1o that aocldent had been newly [reshened.

1 ain deeply grateful for the thoughtfulness of
the mounted ofMocers In remembering my husband,
and wish to thank them all for thelr kindness, and
especially so Mounted Ofoer Lyuoh, who wrote
the Inscription. Mrs. ELLxx Hosr,

GuLENS Falis, N, Y. Dec. 17,

To MR EDrroR of TEx Sun—Sir: 1 And n 4

. It s & mention of

Patrolman Joha Hoey, whose sad death might be

sald W0 mark the advent of the automoblle ln Oen-
Park,

was an estimable officer, whose serious
kindly face was well known o the frequenters

of the Park drives and bridie paths for years.

His untimely end was & cause of real grief to
of us, and 1 for one would be glad of an op-
portunity 1o contribute toward & more substantial
marking of the spot where he was cut down,

Nuw YOmE, Dec. 18, J. W, BoMONDS.

£

The Nominal and the True Christian,

To THE EDITOR OF THE Sux—Sir: An adver.
tisement of & widely circulated magazine calls for
“Christlan young-ladies In their subseription de-
partment; must be good writers.”

Can I8 be possible that this magazine or any
other In this enlightened age Is 50 bigoted as 10

who belleves and praciis s the beautiful leachings
of Christ—"Do unio others as you would be (one
by" and “Love thy nelghbor as thyself.”

1 know hundreds of Jews practising the above
grand ané good doctrines, and hence betver “Chrig-

The Oid, Old Question Apsitn Disoussed
by an Intelligent Southerner,

critical Investigation.

Waiving discussion of the negro in the
South before and during the war between
the States, I will ask, what is the real con-
dition of the negro in the Bouth? The in-
controvertible answer is, just what he has
soen fit to make it. From slavery, the most
humane that ever existed at any stage of
the world’s progress, the negro was turned
loose to work out his own material salva-
tion under the light of freedom, whose
garish rays were tempered by every aid

and cooperation in its desire for uplifting.
The farm, the workshop, the railroad, the
steamboat and every avenue of physical
employment were opened to him after his
emancipation and remain open to him to this
good hour, And that his pay hasbeen and
is in most instances sufficiently remunera~
tive is demonotrated by the faot that thou-
sands of the more frugal and thrifty among
them own their farms and homes.

What was done for tho negro along edu-
cational lines?

After the war, when the South began to
establish free schools, hardly a taxpayer
was a negro, but the childrep of the latter
were given schools the same as the whites.
Who paid for these schools, and who pays
for them to-day? The white people of the
Southern BStates. 8ince the negro was
emancipated the Southern States have ex-
pended over $100,000,000 for the education
of the negro. Besides, Northern philan-
thropists have established colleges in a
number of Southern States for the negro's
botter education.

What has education done for the negro—
1 mean toward the cultivation of his minc?
Has it made him a better citizen or has it
uplifted him morally? A study of the so-
called educated negro in the South will
afford the best answer. At the risk of being
aoccused of prejudioe ] will say that educa-
tion, as we of the South see it manifested
in the life of the negro, has not added either
to his peace of mind or moral weifare. Un-
derstand, | make no referenos to the few

negroes who have been turned out by |

Booker T. Washington's {:dustrial school
at Tusiegee, Ala. Statistics will show
and observation will confirin that the smat-
tering of education which the thousands
of the younger negroes have received
within the past fifteen or twenty yvears in
the South has retarded rather tlian aided
their material advancement. This doubt-
less suggests a mystifying anomaly; but it
is true. The rule is that the negro who
gets a little learning, which Pope has de-
clared to be a dangerous thing, imagines
himself unfitted for manual toil. “Educa-
tion is to accomplish my emancipation from
physical labor,” is his reasoning, and the
majority of them eschew labor unless it be
of a kind that is light and offering the great-
est opportunities for shirking and rest.
Go South to-day and investigat: every
line of manual activity in whica the negro
is represented, and you will find that
those thus employed are without any
education, or if they have any at all, it is
limited to scant ability to read simple let-
tering. Those who have reccived a smat-
tering of education are either dabbling in
something unworthy their strength or
loafing, being supported the while by the
industrious male and female members of
the family, who in most instances represent
what is left of the old time darky.

In my home, Memphis, Tenn., there are
at least fifteen thousand or more able-
bodied adult young negro men and women
dependent upon the thrift of their indus-
trious “daddics” or *mammies” for support.
This condition, of course, breeds the de-
grading vices into which the idle negro
ginks to orime and ruin. Work is offered
them, but they must not engage in manual
toil. They are educated and want some-
thing “tony,” as they term it. It is true
that some of the educated among them
aspire to posts as school teachers, but
the percentage is totally out of proportion
to those who refuse to seek any avenue of
employment.

Morally the negro has not up to this time
been benefited by education. When a
negro gets a smattering of education he
begins to imitate the white people, and al-
most invariably he imitates their vices and
not thelr virtues. A negro has an exag-
gerated notion of dreas to gratify, for which
he will sacrifice everything he possesses.
What education may eventually do for the
negro is too far in the future for discussion
here; besides, I purpose to present facts and
not theories.

The South has no dread of negro social
equality, per se. It knows as well as the
North that such a oondition is a raocial
impossibility; but what the Bouth protests
against is acts, the result of which causes
the negro to seck elevation above the social
plane of his race. The Bouth is amply
able to take oare of the social equality propo-
sition, but as it Is working out the negro
problem it respectfully insists that injurious
examples of sooclal commingling of the
races be avoided. Why? Not because
the SBouth is afraid the negroes will push
social equality upon them, but because
such examples invariably result in great
harm to the negro by instilling false ideas
into his bead. While the negro is the suf-
ferer by the example, it is too often accomp-
lished to the distaste of the white man, and
not infrequently to his demoralization.

The moral and the oonstitutional right of
a man of any color to choose his own asso-
alates is not questioned by the Bouth; but
when a white man of standing in any seo-
tion of the ocountry seeks to elevate the
negro to his own social plane, he sets an
example the effect of which amounts to a
soourge ' in the South. Theories are un-
.ﬁn‘ on this point. History speaks for
| A

Conocerning that great crime ocommitted
most frequently in the South for which
80 many negroes have besn lynched, I de-
sire to say that before the war such a orime
was unknown. Even to this day the crime

~
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superiors as are the negroes of the South,
the result would be disastrous.
WASHINGTON, Deo. 16. ROBERT M. GATES.

Mr. Depew and the Republicans.

To TaE EprToR oF THE BUN ~S8ir: Asa Re-
publican in touch with promineant Republi-
cans in this Congress district and throughout
the Btate, I assert and insist thatths gen-
eral feeling is in favor of Senator Depew’s
realection. ,

What right have any seventeen individuals
to speak for the entire body of Republican
voters of the Slate before those volers have
been consulted? Hivethe people no rights?
When did we delegate to any set of men the
right to ignore our preferences?

1t bas always been held as a cardinal prin-
oiple by the Republican party that each man
we elect to office is entitled to a second term,
unless he has failed to do his duty during his
first term. When and in what manner has
Senator Depew during his service as Senator,
or in other capacity in our'party, failed to do
his full duty toward his party and his State?

By what hocus poous of reasoning ocan a
secretly called meeting of a few men in a New
York hotel be called “an expression of the
feeling in the State”? It is no suchthing. The
State is speaking through newspaper afler
newspaper, but in a very different key from
that struok at the Thursday, New York hotel,
one sided, specially arranged conference. Diy
after day the Buffalo Kvening News publishes
column after column of verbatim statements
in favor of Depew by prominent Republicans
all over weatern New York,

Have those men no rights in the premises?
Many of them are business men and know
what it means to the business interests of our
State to have a business man like Mr. Depew
one of the guardians of those interests in
Washington.

1 repeat, have the people no rights? I
think they have, and I also think the result
of the election on Nov. & proved that t he peo-
ple count for more than some professional
poliiicians seem {0 realize. ONEBIDA.

UrIica, Dec. 17.

The Perto Rican Preblem.

To Tas EOIroR OF THE SUN—S.r: Predicar en
dsf°rt) would be & sultable Spanish sentence to
bastow upoa th* seemiazly uscless propa-anda
10 rellsvs Porto RI'0 of the unbearabls excess
of prpulition within her Umited arca—which 1s in
1Lelf the mala cause of her economic stringency—
Oy retdn; from the ovarcrowded ranks of her un-
enployod tollers a few thousand laborers for the
Pana.na Canal construction.

Never, ladesd, coull your felicitous and pathetic
120piton of Porto Rico as the “forgotten Island”
he more prop riy applied thau ia the present case,
If the megotiations of Socretary Taft at Jamalca,
as transalited to the press, bear the stamp of the
truth. He has been reported as having reached
an agreement with the Briilsh authoritles of that
nossesslon In order to get thelr cooperation In the
avowed oM 1al purprse of having 8,000 Jamalcan
acrsroes sont Al once to the Isthmus,

In th* 1l zht of that unexp:cted move on the part
of the Soyaretary of War we find ours lves con-
froated with an lnaxplisable dil*mmas, Cither con-
A1tlons st Panama, such as the unhealthy, 1nsidlous
“limate, do not prrmit the wholessle sacrifice of a
people dwellint under the American flaz, or the
manazers of the canal profess to belleve thay the
Porto Rican Is not a vood laborer and that physi-
cally he is unit for the task. If the former state
of aTalrs prevolls on the Isthmus, 1 dare 10 say
that the maznitude of the probable ravares by per.
alelaus fevers amoang the linuae 1slanders working
on the glrantl~ cut woull fade into oblivion com-
piged to the havoe played by an mis among the
t51an 1 hreadwinaers and as a srquel of the clogged
conditton of her coflee production. If the latter
e3n+lusion obtalas In the mind of the candl man-
azement, 1t should sprak clearly and unmistakably
in order that th= optlnisie Porto Rican may wake
up to the cruel reality from the lurid dream of &
lonz nlght of vi-il !

Thes truth s that the poor Islanders have been
fruratively ousted unceremoniously from the
pleasant abode of their castics in the alr, and that,
aaybe, thelr cherished hops about having a share In
the dirzlasof th- ¢ inal has fied away to rest among
s0 many shatterdtd hopss of the sad past,

It has been wisely sajd that the United States—
or rather New York, as the city alone can swal.
low up the whole production of the Porto Ricen
eaftee Industry—is the natural market for the island
berry. But as this centre of consumption cannot
be permanently won without effective advertise.
ment, and |t takes time and money to reach the
publie tastes and Inclinations, it appears on the
tace of clroumstances that the best suggestlon,
as a provisory remedy, would be to relleve the con-
gostion of the island inhabitants.

The Porto Rican problem can be solved only by
practising the Golden Rule, which Is the rule of
consclence dictated by the existing appalline con-
ditlons. Let us follow the lcad of Gov. Winthrop,
who, ln following Prestdent Rooscevelt's Inspiration,
has established a precedent worthy of emulation.
I refer to the moral psace, throuzh lmpartal elec-
tions, already assured in the tropical island.

NEw YOmk, Dec, 17. D. CoLLazo.

The Immaculate Conception and the Episco.
pal Church.

To THE EDITOR OF THR SUN—Sir: Before reply-
Ing to Mr. Flavel Mines of Philadelphia I wish to
explain that [ have recelved a calendar of the
Church of St. Mary the Virgin for the month of
December. There is In this calendar no mention
of the Feast of the Immaculste Conception. A
letter whioh accompanied It say's that no oelebration
cf the feast took place In that church. The letter
which appeared In THE SUN of Dec. 4 and started
this discussion was without & basls of fact.

Mr, Flavel Mines says that [ do not know what
I am talking about, and then goes on to prove that
my assertion that there is no mention of & feast
of the conception or Immaculate Conception of
the Blessed Virgin Mary In the calendar of the
Protestant Eplscopal Ohurch ls true. I would
here remind him that conception and Immaculate
CQonoception are two very different things.

He sries further to prove that I do not know what
I am talking about by telling me that though the
feast ls not mentioned In the oalendar of the Prot.
estant Episcopal Church It Is mentioned in the
oalendars of both the English and Scotch Churches,
What then! [ never sald It was not,

1 have searched the prayer book through and
ean find no mention of those “octaves.” The mere
saying of a preface for a certaln day and for seven
days after does not make an octave.

Oonoerning Article XXXI1., I go by what the artl-
ole says and by the consiruction put upom it by
Protestants generally, and not by what may be
wrested from It by “popular notlon® or by any
other means. That there s, or ever has been, a
“popular notion” among Catholics that the Sacri-
feoc of Calvary was In satisfaction for original sin
only and that the dally mass Was Deocessary to sup-
plement the insufficlency of the sacrifice of the
Cross s merely an impudent assumption. What
kind of a theologian must & man be who oalls
“popular notion* a “doctrine™ .

Article XXXI. says “sacrifives mASSes *; note
the plural and also the abscnoe of ohpitals. Roman
Catholics always use capltals In writing of the
Sacrifice of she Mass, and sherefore the absence
of them proves cotclusively that what is meant s
not the Sacrifice of the Mass as understood by
Catholics. EDMUND G. HunLEY.

Passarc, Dee. 17,

A Polite Georgia Newspaper,
From (he Mortetia Journal,

Mr. Will Langston, who stole Mr. A. H. Tally's |
horse and buggy and sold it, was tried and plead |
guilty In Cobb Superior Court last week, and was |
given eleven yoars' sentenoe in two cases.

Mr. Max Mix Married.
From [he Staunton Dispatch,
Mr. Max Mix of this clty and Miss Pdwards of
Chariotsesville went to Washington Sunday, and
yesterday were married ln the capltal city, l

THE NATIONAL GUARD.
Dates of the Annual Muster and Inspection
by Army Offioers.

ALBANY, Deo. 17.—The annual muster and

inspection by United Btates army officors
and officers of the State millitla of the

Jan. 8§ and ¢
Jan. 16 and 17; Eighth Regiment, Jan. M
and 35; Ninth Regiment, Jan. 80 and 8i;
Soventh Regiment, Feb, 6 and 7; Twelfth
Regiment, Feb. 14 and 15; Fourtesnth Regi-
ment, Feb. 20 and 21; Twenty-second Regi-
g e W o
mﬁ O%nm and 7; Beven~
oﬂﬁ.m.ﬂ‘.a a8 mus-

officer, and Lieut.-

onuxm&ﬁw
o R TN

, Jan. 4.
r
and

on the First Com s
Corps, New York city, on o
annual muster inspection of

Wﬂ.wd'di‘mp&
Other dates of annual muster and in-
announocsd

m as follows:

Battery, New York oity, Feb. 21; Third

Mrg. Brooklyn, Feb, c;Thlrtoenhn Regi-

ment, heavy n.rmlory. Brooklyn, Feb. 27.
MORE BARGE CANAL BIDS.

Those on Contracts Nos. § and 6 Are
Below the Engineer’s Estimates.
ALBANY, Deo. 17.~There were five biddery

on oontract No. 5 of the barge canal im-

provement work and fifteen on oontract

No.6. The engineer’s estimate for contract .

No. 6 is $421,252, and & tly Lindon W,
city 18 the lowest bidder
at $381,987.

Montezuria Marsh
gineer's estimates for contract No. 6, lo-
cated west of Rochester, is $1,381,062, and
the lowest bidder a to be F. A. Mar-
selli & Co. of Pittsburg, at $1,005,000. The
Jowest bids on all six pieces of work are
materially lower than engineer's esti-

mates.

As a result of to-day's bidding E. A.
Bond, preaident of the advisory board of
ocanal engineers, sald be had no hesitation
in uying that the entire cenal could be
built within his estimate of $101,000,000.

“] am very much pleased with the bids
on contract 6,”" said Mr. Bond. “The lowest
bid is way below the engineer's estimate.
Off hand, I should say that the low bids
average from 10 tt: 30 per cent. below the

eneineer's s

. Bond added: “The total of the
gineer's estimate on the six pleces of
is $5,018,687, while the total of the
low bids is $4,242,620.40, being $775,916.60
within the estimate, the percentage under
the estimate being 15.48 per oent. The
total of the dep received on the bid-
ding on all six contracts was $2,504,504.81."

NEW VENEZUELAN CONSUL.

Arrived Unexpeotedly and Promptly Res
placed Senor Rinocones.

Sefior Carlos Benito Figueredo, the newly
appointed Consul-General of Venezusla to
this city, arrived on Friday, although he
had not been expected until this week.
He went immediately to the consulate,
in Wall Street, and replaced Befior Pedro
Rafael Rincones, in charge there.

These circumstances have renewed the
rumor that Sefior Rincones, whose brother-
in-law, Dr. Baldo, is a member of the
Venezue!an Cabinet, and President Castro
have had a disagreement over the tying
up of the gunboat Restaurador at the
Cramp shipyards in Philadelphia. S8efior
Rincones did not wait for 8¢ fior Figueredo
to Froduoe his papers of appointment, but

out assoon as the new incumbent came.

0
q‘he Restaurador, which was George J.
Gould's yacht Atalanta, was sent to the
Cramp ya~ds about a year ago for repairs.
The Venezueian engineer in charfﬁ of the
work died here and then Consui-General
Rincones was authorized to take charge.
After $100,000 had been paid by the Gov-
ernment President Castro decided that
he would not pay one dollar more. The
balance gtill due Cramp is about twioce
that already paid.

The Restaurador remains at Phila-
de'phia, and it is probable that she will
not go to Venezuela.

HAMERSLEY

Some Are on Fifth Avenue, Some on Broads
way—Estate to Sell Them.

Thirteen vacant lots on Broadway, be-
tween 213th and 214th streets, and an unim-
proved plot on Fifth avenue, between 110th
and 111th streets, the property of Katherine
L. and Louis G. Hamersley, ochildren of
James Hooker Hamersley and Margaret
C. Hamersley, both deceased, are to be
sold by direction of the Supreme Court.
The New York Life Insurance and Trust
Company, as trustee of the children’s
estate, in making the application for leave
to sell the property dleﬂ:a that the taxes
on the lots are now so ge that it is no
lonqexa profitabie to retain them unim-

roved.
¥ The Hamersley children have inherited
from their parents and their grandlather,
John W, Hamersley, a very fortune,
and the income of each now exoceeds $40,000
& year. They have been living in the
family home, 1030 Fifth avenue, under the
care of h E. Lowrie, in accordance
with their mother's testamentary injunc-
tion that they should reside there until
they were able to select a home for them-
selves. Katherine Winthrop Kean is their
legal guardian. The girl is 13 and the boy
12 years old.

BIDS FOR WARSHIPS APPROVED.

New York Shipbuflding Co. Gets Contract
for the DBatueship New Hampshire.
WASHINGTON, Dec. 17.—Secretary of the

Navy Morton to-day approved the recom-

mendations of the Board of Construction

for the acceptance of the bids of the New-
port News Shipbuilding Company for the
cruisers Montana and North Carolina,
and the bid of the New York Shipbuilding

Company for the battleship New Hampshire.

Aocoordingly, the contracts will be let to

these firms. The cruisers will cost $3.576 -

000 each and are to be completed within

thirty-six months from the date of the

contract. The battleship is to cost $3,748,-

000 and to be oomple in thirty-eight

months. The total cost of the three vessels

is $10,898,000.

THE POSTAL GRAFT CASES.

Machen, Lerenz and the Groffs Will Appeal
to the Supreme Court.
wWasHINGTON, Dec. 17.—~Maochen, Lorens
and the two Groffs, who were convicted
in the District Court of conspiracy to de-
fraud the Government in the purchase of
ro-nl supplies and whose sentences of
WO years risonment and fines »f $10,000
C-cut:'t";'mluy 'nmrmod by the Dlnrig
‘ourt o 8, CAITY an a
the Bup ppo&mn of the Uni tates.
Their at have decided to apply to
the latter joourt for a writ of certiorari to
review theq case.

Nauves ‘Morocco Ordered to Be Des
portec.

WASHI¥NGTON, Dec. 17.—~By order of the

Secre of the Department of Com-

| merce, & warrant has been issued for the

Sor Cohec, Fiias Bemmergt Lucills Bameil
8ol Cohen, Lucille Barugil,
Rachel Banjayon, 8ol h.n&nyon and Gen-
tile Be all native Moroocans, who
came t this country to attend the 8t. Louis
mé, Ihe m-:n:mnddnd in 8t lﬁw
an support. ey
will ‘»¢ depotted &t the expensa of the
?t;:mmlp company which brought them
¥ '
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LOTS DON'T PAY.
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