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The New Year opens with war raging
in one continent and threatened in an-
other and with a cloud darkening the
prospects of more than one Latin-Amer-
ican republic ag regards the continuance
of the license which has been so long
abused. Even some of those relatively
fortunate and highly enlightened coun-
tries which have no cause to apprehend
a serious disturbance of their foreign
relations are certain in the twelvemonth
that begins to-day to find themeselves
upon the threshold, if they do not
actually cross it, of important political
or economic change.

The American peopls, without regard
to social, sectional or industrial divisions,
are deeply interested in learning what
in the quadrennium now unfolding will
be done bv the Republican party and
the Republican Chief Magistrate with

the responsibilities and powers that have |

been confided to their hands by a vast
majority of the electors. By the self-
denying ordinance issued as soon as the
outcome of the contest at the ballot box
was known, the promise not to becomo
a candidate or to acceépt a nomination
for the Presidency in 1808, Mr. RoosEe-
vELT offered an unexpected but most
acceptable guarantee that in all his
official words and deeds he would be
swaved neither by personal motives nor
by partisan interests, but by a high
minded and eingla hearted purposs to
subserve the welfare and promote the
progress of the nation considered as a
whole. So long as that guarantee {s
fulfilled it is wellnigh certain that the
President at the end of his second term,
aven though some of his plans should
be obstructed and some of hiz accoms
plished purposes should disappoint his
hopes, will ba followed to private life
by honor, esteem and confidence and
by a well founded assurance that he will,
at some later and critical conjuncture,
be recalled as a good and faithful servant
to the White House by his compatriots,
That would be a nnique and magnificent
tribute to the public virtue of a man who
already has the distinction of having
brol:en political records. It will not
prove easy, but singularly difficult, for
one of impulsive and ardent tempera-
ment to keep his eves fixed upon a goal
never yet reached by a Chief Magis-
trate, because the attainment of it exacts
the unwavering exhibition of absolute
justice and impartiality toward every
gection, every class and every Interest
in the American community.

Not a few recent incidents have con-
tributed to the belief that experience in
high office has brought to Mr. Roosg-
vELT the discipline of self-control, and
that, if he ever could, he can no longer
be led astray by the vanity of wilfulness
or blind consistency, but that he has
learned the superlative wisdom of hear-
ing argument and stifling preposses-
gions, of reconsidering intentions, re-
casting plans and revising judgments,
We have often pointed out, in view of
the elastic and treinendous powers of a
President for good or evd, that he needs
for their right exercise not only the ex-
pertness and the energy of a great ad-
ministrator, but also some of the quali-
ties that would equip him to fill worthily
a place upon the highest judicial tri-
bunal. It is not enough for the ship of
state to have an executive officer—she
wants a pilot as well. Pilots, like Presi-
dents, are made, not born, and the mis-
takes which they are bound to commit
in their first essays at pilotage serve but
as hracons to point the way to ultimate
efficiency and triumph. That the three
or more years of practice in Presidential
functions which Mr. RoosgveLrr has en-
joyed have been turned to much account
is patent, though it remains to be seen,
of course, whether when his second term
ghall have closed, he will take a place of
eminence his most illustrious
forerunners. This, at least, is sure, that
he I8 to-dav a larger, graver, better
poised and further sighted man than he
was when he took McKINLEY'S geat.

Those who honestly wish Mr. RoogE-
vEur well and who feel that the ful-

beside

filment of their wiches for his personal |

renown would inure to the good of the
republic have marked with lively satis-
faction the serious and cautious temper
in which, during the last six or seven
weeks the President has approached
certain momentous economic problems,
Soon after the November elections we
were told by some persons, who
were supposed to be intimate at the
White House, that the President was in-
clined to send a special message to the
present Congress, informing it that in
his opinion the tariff should recelve re-
vision at the earliest practicable moment,
and that to this end he purposed early
in the spring to convoke the Fifty-ninth
Congreas in extra session. Since then,
however, Mr. RooseveLr, instead of
being rendered headstrong by opposi-
tion, has hearkened to argument and
peems to have recoguized the expediency
of postponing a readjustment of the
customs duties until the first regular
session of the Iifty-ninth Congress be-
ging in December next, in order that in
the interimn legislators who have been
reelected, and who are peculiarly quali-
fied for the task, may dgree upon a list
of changes, which, on the one hand,
might be made without unfair discrimi-
nation against any industrial interest, and
which, on the other hand, would have
a reasonable prospect of being placed
promptly on the statute ook,

Then, agajp, in M WSEVELT'S last
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[ annual message oocurred some pas-
sages that would justify widespread
concern, if not consternation, had they
been belleved to embody deliberate re-
solves upon the writer's part. For in-
stance, the President expressed a hope
that the insurance business might be
brought under the laws relating to inter-
state commerce; he evinced, too, an
inclination to see given by Congress to
the Interatate Commerce Commission a
power of fixing railway rates, at least
temporarily, and he also bespoke care-
ful attention for a forthcoming report
by Commissioner GARFIELD, a report
with which Mr. ROOSEVELT mugt have
been acquainted beforehand, and which
was to submit a proposal nothing short
of revolutionary, from political and
economic viewpeints, the proposal,
namely, that corporations should be
required to procurs Federal licenses, as
a &ine gqua non condition of engaging in
interstate comrerce.

As to the first of these three sugges-
tions, that favoring the subjecticn of
insurance buginess to interstate com-
merce legislation, it is pretty evident
that the President is not disposed to
press it, inasmuch as he must have seen,
and tacitly or explicitly approved, that
part of Commissioner GARFIELD'S report

have insisted upon drawing a distinction
between interstate business and inter-
state commerce and have classed in-
surance in the former category, As for
clothing the present Interstate Com-
merce Commission with authority to
fix railway rates, subject to review, as
‘ Mr. ROOBEVELT in his message seemed
‘ to recommend, or conferring such au-
i thority upon a new court created for the
: purpose, as Senator ELKINS has advised,
\

!

|

it is plain that the Administration has no
intention of dictating to Congress on the

subject by propounding any measure of |

ita own. It takes for granted that the

Federal legislature is amply qualified |

to deal with the subject. With regard
to Mr. GARFIELD'S startling project for
compelling State corporations doing
interstate business to take out Federal
licenaes we may say that as yet
President has not given the faintest
| indication of a belief in the constitution-
ality of the plan, but has rigorously con-
fined himself to impressing upon Con-
gress the intense, wide stretchinge®poch
making seriousness of the propogal.

The President's approaching visit to
Texas for the purpose of attending a
reunion of his “Rough Rider” regiment
may be expected to elicit the cordial
expressions of welcome characteristio
of our Southern brethren. In spite of
the resentment provoked by some of
Mr. ROOSEVELT'S acts, such as the hos-
pitality casually offered to

persistent appointinent of the negro
('rvM to the Collectorship of Customs
| at Charleston, it is now beginning to be
| recognized that they were prompted,
the former by a generous impulse and
the latter by a conscientious recognition
of the fact that a Chief Magistrats can-
not refuse systematically to acknowl-
edge the equality conferred by the Con-
stitution on our colored citizens. Upon
individual Southerners who, like Mr.
THOMAS NELSON PAGE, have been brought
into personal contact with Mr. Roosg-
vELT, he has made a most favorable im-
pression, and they are unanimous in
averring that the South will revise its
opinion of the President when the
breadth of his sympathies shall be
better understood. It is the truth that
no Republican Executive, not even
GGRANT, whose chivalrous conduet toward
Lee is likely long to be remembered,
has treated Confederates and their de-
sgcendants with more respect and consid-
| eration than has the present tenant of
the White House.

To mention only three examples, to
which he himself has felt at liberty to
direct attention, we may point out that
he has bestowed the Governorship of the
Philippines on a Confederate soldier,
Luke WRIGHT, who married a daughter of
Admiral SEMMES of the Alabama; that
he has offered a cadetship at West Point
to a son of “Stonewall” JAcKsoN, and
that he has made a son of Gen. STUART,
the distinguished Confederate cavalry
commander, the United States Marshal
of the District of Virginia. Such proofs
of an enlightened patriotism, compre-
hensive enough to embrace all sections of
the country, and to condone differences
of coinion, although these may have led
to civil war, will not be undervalued, wa
think, by clear sighted and fair minded
then in Texas or in any Southern com-
munity. Nor will such men fail to ob-
serve that from the Executive Mansion
has como not the faintest sign of ap-
proval of the movement started by Mr.
CRUMPACKER in the House of Repre-
sentatives to enforce the Fourteenth
Amendment. These are some of our

twelvemonth may witness a profound
transformation of the sentiment with
which Mr. RoosEVELT personally is re-
| garded at the South, and we should not
be surprised if such a transformation
| should eventually be followed Ly a re-
| vival of the inclination to organize a
| white Republican party in some of the

Southern States. That which McKin-

LEY achieved in Maryland, West Vir-

ginia and Kentucky and what Mr. Roose-
| vEuT has accomplished in West Virginia
and Missouri may not hereafter be be-
yond the range of attainability in Vir-
ginia, in Tennessee, in Louisiana and in
Arkansas.

During the twelvemonth now begun
the United States Senate will be asked to
ratify the various treaties of arbitration
| which afford conclusive evidence that
: the President's foreign policy means
| pence and not a sword, If the Senate
| shall mirror faithfully, as generally it
i does, the feelings and convictions of the

nation at large, it will not withhold its
| sanction from conventions which, al-
| though not decisive, are important steps
{ toward a repudiation of the organized

and wholesale savagery which disgraces
((-ivihzed mankind. These treaties of
| course will not avail to silence the war
drum at once and forever, for they leave
ln optional with the Executive of either
| party to decide whether a given ques-
tion affects a country's honor or vital
¢ bt thera {8 no { that the
' existence of such compacts would dis-
| pose Goyernments Lo shun provocations

{ interests

1

which points out that the Federal courts |

the |

BOOKER |
WASHINGTON at the White House and the |

reasons for believing that the coming |

and to practise conciliation and forbear-
ance. All of these arbitration agree-
ments are inspired by the sams exem-
plary motives that led our State Depart-
mont to propose the meeting of asecond
conference at The Hague. It is a mistake

with a rebuff that savors of humiliation,

it inopportune for them to take part in
such a conférence while the present war
is pending. The truth is that both Japan
and Russia have assented to the proposal
in principle and have promised to send
delegates to The Hague after the con-
clusion of a peace. It follows, inasmuch
as all the other invited Powers have
shown themselves cordially acquiescent,
a second peace conference will assemble,
80 to speak, automatically, at no distant
date. The first conference, it will be
remembered, was called by the Czar
Nicroras 1I., who lost no time in dis-
closing how much genuineness there was
in his professed devotion to peace. We
have faith that Mr, RoosevEur will fur-
nish better proofs of sincerity.

If, as we hope, the Senate shall
| promptly ratify these arbitration trea-
Neos, which culminate in an agreement
with Great Britain that is a substitute
for the abortive convention negotiated
by Mr. OLNEY and Lord PAUNCEPOTE,
we shall look forward to seeing during
the year that begins to-day a good deal
of attention given on both sides of the
Atlantic to the question whether it might
not conduce to the interests of both
' parties for the United States to enter
‘ into a combination with Great Britain
| strictly limited to defensive purposes
| and modelled upon the species of alllance
' that now connects that country with
Japan. The fundamental principle of
that carefully restricted compact is well
known: it binds each of the signatories
to assist the other, but only when that

to suppose that-the invitation has met |
| a8 we have often said, prove negligible,

because both of the belligerents consider |

little or nothing to fear in her home
market from foreign manufactures; it
is only in neutral markets that she has
growing cause to dread competitors—
and thenee, of course, she can raise no
revenuo. As for the income derivable
from a duty on foodstuffa, it would either,

8o far as the needs of the Treasury are
concerned, or, if large enough to be of
any substantial aid, it would render an
increase in the price of bread unavoid-
able, and then scenes of tumult and dis-
order such as England has not witnessed
since the Chartist riots would inevitably
follow. That is a distressing dilemma
from which Mr. CHAMBERLAIN'S ingenuity
will never find a loophole of escape.

The member from West Birmingham
has several times acknowledged that he

| expected his proposal to be rejected on

| other is attacked by more than one great |

Power.
| from such an understanding is plaing
her navy, instead of requiring inces-
| santly progressive expunsion and threat=

How Great Britain would profit |

ening to impose an intolerable burden |

on her taxpayers, would need only to be
kept on an equality with the combined
| naval force of France and Russia, for
| she could always rely upon us to neutral-
| ize the German fleet. That to us such

a defensive alliance would mean a com- |

mensurate economy is no less obvious
—we should need thereafter only to
maintain our navy on a footing with
Germany's, because if confronted with
more than a single maritime Power we
should h ve England's cooperation,
Without such an agreement with Great
Britain it will not be safe for us merely
to keep pace with the German Empire,
for the latter Power would be well nigh
assured of assistance from Austria and
| Ttaly, whose united naval force would he
i by no means insignificant. Besides, a
| coalition of Germany and Russia against
| the United States is at least as conceiva-
ble as was the joint ultimatum submitted

If we are to go on forever eschewing
foreign alliances and adhering stiffly to
a policy of international aloofness which
has. no longer a reason for existence
since our acquisition of the Philippines,
wa require a sea power equal, we will not
gay to QGermany's, or even to that of
France, but to that of Germany and
Russia combined. Even then we should
be at the mercy of a triple coalition like
that to which Japan succumbed. We
repeat that we van imagine no interna-
tional agreement more useful to both of
the parties and better calculated to as-
| surs universal peace upon the ocean
than a defensive alliance between the
United States and England, for which
reason it would not surprise us if the
expediency of such a league should
come into the foreground of discussion
during the coming twelvemonth.

So far as exterior troublesare con-
cerned the vear 1005 opens auspiciously
for Great Britain.

i

many a generation, the dispute about
the “French shore” of Newfoundland,
was definitely settled the British Em-
pire has,been practically impregnable,

for a twelvemonth at all events, it will
k..7o nothing to dread from its one great
neighbor, Russia, which will be preoc-
cupied or exhausted. The apprehension
[ that the United Kingdom might possibly
become embroiled in the Far Eastern
conflict has passed away, for no one now
’ believes that either France or Germany
will array itself on the Czar's side, and
in the absence of such a demonstration
Japan cannot call for British aid. While,
however, the horizon seems to be free
from clouds, there is quite enough in the
internal condition of Great Britain to
’ compel anxious attention on the part of
those who are alive to the gravity of her
fiscal problem, a gravity to which the
! ruling price of consols bears admonitory
| witness, The staggering cost of the
| Boer War, coupled with the treméndous
| burden imposed by the obligations as-
gumed in the Land Purchase act—to
which must be added the onerous neces-
gity of spending more and more upon
the navy if England is to remain without
any ally except Japan—have rendered
it increasingly difficult for Chancellors of
the Exchequer to make both ends meet
without exciting wide discontent.

The British Exchequer has well nigh
reached the end of its tether so far
as direct taxation i8 concerned, for the
well-to-do classes will scarcely endure
in time of peace a distention of the
income tax that they would tolerate
in time of war. It is the fear that the
hour is close at hand when the necessi-
t'es of the British Treasury cdn only be
gupplied by a return to indirect taxation
that really accounts for the fact, other-
wise amazing, that so many men reputed
well informed and able have shown
themselves willing to support Mr. CHAM-
BERLAIN'S proposal to levy an import
tax, not only on foreign manufactures
competing with native products in the
British market, but also on all food-
stuffs not of colonial origin. As we have
often pointed out, the remedy advocated
by Mr. CHAMBERLAIN would be worse
than the disease. His project is not a
veritable lantern, lighting up the path
to relief and safety, but simply a will-
o'-the-wisp, certain to plunge the pur-

| suer in a bog, for Great Britain has

toJapan by Russia, Germany and France. |

| the boon

Since the coneclusion |
of a treaty with France, by which a con- |
troversy ‘that has made bad blood for !

1

except on its Indian frontier, and there, :
| any longer the stipends of the Catholic

|
|

I

the first ,appeal to the constituencies,
But when will that appeal take place?
The statutory septennial term of tha
Parliament, the Houss of Commons in
which was chosen in 1800, has yet some
two years to run, and until lately it
seemed probable that Mr. CHAMBERLAIN
would wish to postpone as long as possi-
ble the next general election, in order to
give himself time to impress his ideas
upon the voters. A recent incident has
disclosed, however, that his health is
seriously impaired and that he has no
time to spare if with his own eyes he
would witness the triumph of his prefer-
ential policy. There is no doubt that
through his large following in the House
of Commons and through his capture
of the Liberal-Unionist organization he
could at any time exert such pressure
upon the wavering Premier, BALFOUR, a8
would necessitate an early dissolution of
Parliament. He will probably use his
power, and in that event we may look
forward to a defeat of the predent Gov-
ernment at the ballot box, although it
had four years ago the phenomenal ma-
jority of about 150 over all opponents
combined. As to the defeat, the political
prophets are agreed, but as to its pro=
portions they are widely at variance.
(an the Liberals hope to secure a work-
ing majority over Unionists and Home
Rulers combined, or will they be forced
to depend upon the cooperation of the
Irish Nationalists, as Mr. GLADSTONE
was in January, 18567

We need not say that the question may
he fraught with momentous conse-
quences to the future of Ireland. Now
that the Nationalists have obtained a
land purchase act of adequate dimen-
sions, and also the concession of local
self-government, so far as counties and
municipalities are concerned, there is
not much left for them to ask for except
of a Dublin legislature. It
would formerly have been assumed that
a promise on the part of British Liberals
to give lreland Home Rule would re-
kindle the animosities of nineteen vears
ago and reconsolidate the Unionist party,
The attempt, however, of Lord DuN-
RAVEN and other Unionist ex-landlords

to gain Government sanction for a pars |

tially elective council, equivalent to the
germ of a Dublin legislature, has indi-
cated that Irish landowners, now that
they have been enabled to sell their
estates at fair prices, no longer view
with passionate aversion the idea of Ire-
land's legislative autonomy. At all
events, Irish patriots have léarned that
only by fishing in troubled waters can
they hope to land anything of value, and
Americans who wish them well will,
therefore, hope that in the twelvemonth
now beginning they will once more hold
the balance of power in the lower house
of Parliament, as they did’in January,
1888, and again in 1862-95

As to France, there are but few ob-
servers of the political situation who
believe that the Combes Ministry will
manage to live out the yvear. It istrue
enough that according to all surface
indications the bill for the abolition of
the Concordat seems likely to prove
a sheet anchor rather than a cause of
ghipwreck. No tie so firmly unites the
Socialists and the Radical Republicans,
who between them constitute a majority
of the Chamber of Deputies, as their
vehement desire for an absolute divorce
of religion from the civil power in France.,
No doubt, if the State is to refuse to pay

clergy, consistency will require a similar
withholding of salaries from Protestant
pastors and Jewish rabbis, but the failure
of Jews and Protestants to make common
cause with the Catholics i8 ascribed to a
gsecret understanding that the two former
constituents of the French population
will ultimately be taken care of, It is
well known that by the Masonic lodges,
which are just now so powerfulin I'rance
Protestants and Jews have long been
welcomed well nigh as heartily as IFree-
thinkers themselves, 1{ during 1908
there were to be no strenuous struggle
in the two houses of the French Parlia-
ment except that hetween the Catholie
Church and her implacable opponents
the stability of the present Cabinet would
not be open to dispute.

There are two side issues, however,
on which it might at any hour be ghat-
tered. It is eertain that many members
of the normal majority regard with dis-
gust and indignation the spy system
which the Combes Ministry inherited
from its predecessors, but which at one
time it applied with peculiarly oifensive
zeal. Under this odious system army
officers have been trained to spy upon
each ather, Judges upon their colleagues
on the bench, Prefects and Sub-Pre-
fects on their fellow administraters
More than once already an exposure of
the lengths to which inquisitorial prac-
tices are carried has infuriated legisla-
tors and brought the Government within
a hair's breadth of collapse. There,
again, is the income tax, which M. Rov-
viER, the Finance Minister, is under-
gtood to have brought in against his will

and which he has striven to make as un- |

objectionable as possible. The French
people have shown repeatedly that they
will not tolerate an inoome tax, and it
will seem strange if Premier CoMbes
can force them to swallow a measure
which proved fatal to LEoN BourGrors,
a much stronger Minister

may see her confronted by a Jehad, or
Holy War, in Tunis and Algeria should
exasperation lead her to essay the sys-
tematic coercion of Morocco,

We pass over Germany and Italy be-

As for the |
foreign policy of France, the New Year |

cause no general election will take place
in either of those ocountries during the
coming twelvemonth, and because their
foreign relations seem unlikely to be
disordered, unless the death of Kalser
Francis Josern should split the Haps-
burg realm asunder, or unless a violent
commotion in the Balkan Peninsula
should so inflame the territorial greed
of Austrians and Italians as to prompt
them to attempt—and Germany to re-
sist—tha forcible partition of the Sul-
tan's European inheritance, Wa take
for granted, however, that if Rusian
diplomacy retains any influence at Ber-
lin, Vienna, Stamboul and Bucharest,
we shall see no veritable war enkindled
from the smouldering embers in Mace-
donia. As for the.internal condition
of the dual Hapsburg dominions, con-
fusion has of late been worse confounded
by the resignation of Dr. YON KOERBER,
the Cisleithan Premier, and by the de-
J termination of Count T18zA, the Liberal

Prime Minister, to dissolve the Hunga-
| lan Parliament. The party intrigues,
vicissitudes, tergiversations, ebstruction-
ist tactics and riotous outbreaks that
have long characterized both Legislatures
have ceased to excite any feeling in sober
minded onlookers except bewilderment
and contempt.

The country on the European Conti=-
nent which is most likely to rivet the
world's attention in the coming year is
that colossal empire of the north which,
politically, has advanced not a step be=
yond the eighteenth century, and which,
a8 regards the social organization of the
bulk of its peasantry, belongs to a far
distant age. The Western observer rubs
his eyes to learn if he can be awake,
| when he sees 40,000,000 of Muscovite
agriculturists still dwelling under the
ancient system of dommunal property;
eight or ten million Jews still languishing
in the ghettos of medimval times; and
some of the most distinguished scien-
tists, scholars, jurisconsults, artists and
men of letters upon earth bowing their
necks beneath the galling yokes of an
absolute autocracy. It is & spectacle
that would seem incredible were it not
attested by such overwhelming and
painful evidence. There have beca of
late rumblings and heavings, as if the
leviathan wera stirring in its sleep. Is
the 8. v of to-day more hopelessly lethar-
gic than was the Frank of a hundred
| years ago; or are we destined to witness,
| before another year is over—what MiL-
| Tox prayed to see in England—a noble
and puissant nation mewing its mighty
youth, upleaping from a slumber of cen-
turies, and shaking its invincible locks?
At the hour when we write it looks as if
(Czardom had turned a deaf ear to the
despairing outery of reformers and
doomed itself to the dreadful task of
dealing with revolution. [f the report
be well founded that Prince SviarTo-
POLK-MIRSKY, Minister of the Interior,
and Mr. Grasorp, Minister of Education,
have decided to retire from office, and
that Prince GALItziN, Mayor of Mosgcow,
has been handed over to justice for his
too liberal specch befors the municipal
council, the Emperor NICHOLAS i8 to be
pitied rather than denounced, for he has
lost sagacious and devoted servants,
whose sole fault was a wish to save his
dynasty.

On Russia's part and, to a minor ex«
tent, on the part also of her Japanese
opponent,; the war in the Var East is now
sustained by means of foreign loans; and,
gshould the contest be protracted for an-

other year, both combatants are likely |

to be stricken with {nancial impotence,
| For nearly eleven months the Japanese
and Russian treasuries have been sub-
jected to the tremendous drainage in-
separable from placing and keeping in
the field armies which in the aggregate
| cannot fall short of three-quarters of a
million of men.
duration, the pending trial of strength
has surpassed considerably the Franco-
German War, the jarties 1o which were
incomparably superior, in respect of
fiscal resources, to the present bellig-
erents. No doubt it would cost Ja-
pan materially less to prolong the
fichting throughout 1005, becausa she
controls the sea, and the armies under
Marshal OvAMA are very near their base
of supplies. It should be borne in mind,
however, that Japan is by far the poor-
est of the great Powers, and that the out-
lay required of her up to the present
time has so much exceeded her taxahle
capacity that it seems likely to paralvze
her internal development for some time
to come. A people that cannot secure
two loans, relatively small, from foreign

toms revenue must soon reach the limit
of their credit. In a word, the actual
game of war, if continuéd for a twelve-
month, may end in a stalemate.

It ig because the dread of impending
bankruptey ought to prove a dominant
factor in the councils both of the Czar
and the Mikado, that we are prepared to
hear at any moment that an offer of me-
diation would be welcomed. There is
no doubt that equitable terms of accom-
modation might be arranged by rance
and England, acting respectively as the
next friends of the antagonists. After
the fall of Port Arthur and the recall or
destruction of Russia’s Baltie fleet, of
both which eventds we expect to hear
early in the New Year, the psychological
moment for an earnest attempt to stop
a foolish and futile contest will have
| arisen. There is no real reason why
]Husﬁi:x should shrink from confessing
| herself defeated, for no military com-
| mander can hope to operate sucoess-
| fully many thousands of miles from his
base. Russia is justified in feeling cha-
grin, but not humiliation, in view of the
tactical sagacity displayed by Gen.
KurovaTkiN and of the splendid valor
and endurance exhibited by the Port
Arthur garrison. She has done enough
| for honor, and would have but little or
nothing to gain by a further waste of
blood and treasure. We not only hope
| but believe that, befors the vear now
opening has closed, the peace of the Far
Fast will be assured for a considarabls
period by a treaty which shall give to
Japan permanent control of Corea and
restore to China the whole or the greater
part of Manchuria. Baffled in their
| effort to secure an ice-free port upon the

Yellow Sea, as they have been thwarted

in their age-long craving for Constanti-
{ nople, the Russian people will be driven
‘ thenceforward o follow

Already, as regards |

countries without mortgaging their cus- |

resistance, which debouches on the
Perslan Gulf,

We cen see no ground for the misgiv~
ings of those who profess to be haunted
by a “Yellow Peril® in the fact that in a
contest wherein ascendency at sea Was
the essential condition of viotory, the
Japanese should have proved able to
beat a European country which, since
PETER the Great built its first warships,
has shown itself egregiously incompe-
tent in naval warfare. A corrupt bureau-
oracy, ke Russia's, is of all govern-
ments the least qualified to maintain a
large maritime force in a state of high
efficlency. In the record of Admiral
Toao's operations we find no basis for
the assumption that he could have coped
successfully with a French or German,
much less with an English or American
fleet. Japan will always be powerless
in the face of enemins that command the
sea, and, therefore until she can chal-
lenge the combined warships of the
Western Powers, it i8 preposterous to
talk of her ability to start an avalanche
of the yellow race against the white.
Such a challenge will never be offered,
for while Japan is building a single bat-
tleship the Western Powers can con-
struct a hundred, For these and other
reasons we do not expect to witness a
reawakening of the Chinese, due to the
self-confidence inspired by thetriumph
of their Mongollan kinsmen. When the
descendants of Gexomis Khan sub-
jugated Russia and pushed their hordes
into Central Europe, the Chinese evinced
not a trace of elation or sympathy, but
on the contrary opposed a stolid and
dogged resistance to incorporation in
the Mongol Empire.

There is some foundation for the pre-
diction that 1005 will ba remembered as
| the initial year of a new epoch in the

history of the Latin-American States.
| The Dominican Republic, of which S8anto
| Domingo is the capital, has long ceased

to pay interest on its foreign debts, and
the patience of its creditors is now ut-
| terly exhausted. The agreement ex-
| torted from Venezuela by the blockad-
ing Powers—the agreement by which
the Caracas Government pledged itself
to set apart for the payment of foreign
creditors about a third of the customs
receipts of La Guayra and Puerto Ca-
| bello~has _ been evaded by President

CasTRO, either through a falsification
| of accounts or through o diversion of

imports to other Venezuelan harbors.
I It is not to be supposed that Germany
. and Great Britain would tolerate a wan-
ton violation of their treaty rights, and
a second naval demonstration on their
part would now be imminent but for the
novel construction put upon the Monroe
Doctrine by Mr. ROOSEVELT in the letter
read at the Cuban dinner, and recently

expounded at considerable length by |

ex-Secretary Roor. What is described
as a “corollary”® has plainly been formu-
lated for the purpose of shielding Latin-
American Commonwealths, which have
failed, or may fail, to comply with their
pecuniary obligations, from undergoing
| the fate of Egypt. It is evident that if

I a enditor Power is at liberty to seques- |

| trate a third of the customs revenues of a

| debt were large enough, the creditors
| eould confiscate the whole of the income
accruing from duties upon imports, al-
though hitherto the debtor State may
' have relied almost exclusively upon such
income to defravy the expenses of its
internal administration. But if a credi-
| tor can eatisfy his claim by seizing in-
direct taxes, would he not be authorized
by a parity of reasoning to levy direct
taxes also? How, in a word, is it possible
to reconcile the sequestration of reve-
nues, partial or entire, with the declara-
tion made by President MoNROE that the

|

|
'
| Power, under any pretext, to mutilate
! the territory, or in any way control the
destiny of an American republic?
From the dilemma on the horns of
which he was threatened with impale-
| ment by the recent Venezuela preced=nt,
President ROOSEVELT has saved himself
by proclaiming the “corollary” to which
we have referred. He reaffirmed the
principle on which he acted when he
countenanced the blockading of Vene-
zuelan seaports by creditor Powers, the
principle, namely, that a Lati -American
Commonwealth must not make make
merchandise of {18 weakness, but, like
all honest States, must pay its debts, in-
1‘rludn.g those arising out of contract.
1
|

With the view, however, of preventing
a Latin-American debtor State from
sinking into the condition of Egypt, and
also of upholding our traditional deter-
{ mination never to permit European
| Powers to acquire new footholds on this
| Continent, Mr. ROGSEVELT practically
said that if, through any default of the
| Santo Domingo or Caracas Government
or of any other Latin-American party to
a foreign loan—there are, we scarcely
need recall, unsatisfied claims against
Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and other
South or Central American common-
wealths-——there should be in the future
any debt collecting and revenue distrib-
uting work to do, he will do it himeself,
Wae are not surprised that the announce-
ment should have been heard with con-
siderable concern in Argentina, which,
although solvent to-day, was but a little
while ago within a hair's breadith of
bankruptey, and the concern may extend
to such Latin-American capitals as
Bogota, Quito and Lima. There i8 really
no ground for trepidation, seeing that
we should prove faithful stewardas, and
should go home when our work was done;
but we do not wonder that our intentions
are looked upon with suspicion, and we
expect to see the new “corollary™ of the
Monroo Doctrine made a topin of lively
discussion, during the twelvemonth n(-';v
beginning, in both the New and the Old
Worlds.

America Behindhand In Motor Fire Engines
From Cassier's Mapgreine,
pe ol. or

Steam motor fire englnes, what In
America would be called gasolene, motor fire en
gines, and even clectrically operated fire p unp
cquipments, are currently advertised spesialiles

| of Dritlsh make which ought to he worthy oblect

. tw longt »
the line of least | 'th the borse car on cliy sirocis,
i

lrssons to American municipaliiles and fire engine
bullders

At least half a dozen Britlsh towns. If not more,
kave motor driven fire engines, elther steam or
petraol, while Cape Town, In South Africa, and Val
paralsc, In Chlle, and even Mauritius, are equipped
with petrol motor hose carts and tenders, If not
Whatover n power system. animal
for fire engines ahould not be permitted

Ul have disappearcd

pumps
traciion

rvive mu

defaulting American republic, the prin- !
ciple may be carried further, and if the |

United States could not permit a European |

i

INDEPENDENCE FOR IRELAND.
An Interesting Discussion of (he Question
From Different Polots of Yiew,

To THE BEorTon oF TRE SUN-—9ir: Asto Lngland's
allowing Ireland (0 go, whille 1§ sounds very ul
It is logieal and unressonable. That Fngland
pover trested Ireland as sho should bave doue, 1o
one dlspates! yet there were and thore are faltn
and serious faults, on the part of ireland. “eo
umentallty, gush and buncombe have (oo often
taken the place of good horse sense. Old sor
| have been acntinually exposed-—moaning and groa
{ Ing have taken the place of actlon, untll all who
would have an (nterest ln that oouniry are dis.
gusted.

Japan in ffty years has dons something to he
proud of! Ircland tn hundreds of years has literally
done nothlsy to put herse Y 1o the froat.  Clviliza
tion and Christlanity, as [ar As they are stepping
stones to progress, have avalled Ireland but Ui
Ireland should learn from Japan, do as Japan bas
done—atop talking and begging, and act. Then
Ireland will have not only the sympathy, but also
the belp of all prasucal, falr play loving poeopie

Nxw Yonk, Dec. 31, JAPAN,

The Belfast View Denounced.

To THB EprtoR or THE SuN—-Sir: One of your
correspondents, signing himself *Anglo Ulster.”
aske: *“What would you do with the ocontented
prosperoua and progressive scclion al the north
east of the unhappy land?™

It may be necessary to explaln that this alleged
prosperity 1s tho result af speclal leglslation in
favor of that allen colony. The linen and ship
bullding industries have been fostered by bountics
and subsidies from tho liritish treasury for the
purpose of iving employment to the populatinn
which has Its focus In Delfast, wille there have
always boen speclal agrarian laws for thelr benent
In apite of all the privileges accorded them I am
unable to seo where thelr vaunted prosperity and
contentment come In. 1f Northeast Ulster |s so
happy and contented, why did not “Anglo-Ulster”
remala there?! Men who are prosperous don't
usually emigrate. Phlladelphla has long boen the
mecea of emigrants from Lappy and contented
Ulster, but 1 fall to see that they are moreprogres
sive than thelr fellow countrymen who call themn-
sclves Irish without any qualification.

I belleve that a free Ireland has room and a wel.
come for all her children regardless of racs or re-
liglon. There would be plenty of wark for ali In
bullding up and rehabilitating their besutiful native
land; but if they should stlll persist in regarding
themselves as Englishmen or Scotchmen—why, they
ecould go homo If they didn't choose to live in lre
land; there should certalnly be nostrings onthem.

During the progress of the Cuban lusurrection
| we heard threats of the Spanish colony to withdraw
| thelr business and capltal from the lsiand In case
| 1t sucoceded In casting off the yoke of Spaln; but
1t has been demonstrated that A free Cuba has
glven them increased prosperity. and we hear no
more of thelr migration to the Iberlan Peninsula.

The letter to-day signed “Anglo-Celt” Is too con-
| temptible for serious notice. It could only ema
| nate from one of thoss bybrids who arc nelther
Faglish, Irish nor Scotch, but who are desplacd
by all threa, J. F. McCanrny.

BRookLYx, Dec. 31.

To Ta® Epitor or THE SuN-—-Sir; In the event
of Ireland’s belng granted lis independence by
| England, as suggested In your splendid oditorial of
| last Sunday, 1t would be & Niting thing 4o take those
persons who are at present worrylng ahout tha
future of the contented folks of ths north of Ireland
and bamier It Into their heads that once upon a
time & Man, Jesus Christ, came upon earth Lo creaie
ndpplness for all.

Ihls suggestion is made In reply to “Anglo-
Ulster's” query in THEE SUN of yesterday, & query
that to me seems as narrow minded as an ounlon
skin Is thilck He apparently worries about even
the possibllity of bapplness in Ireland in any place
but Ulster.

In reference to his statement concerning that
*prosperous, contented section,” perhaps “Angio
Ulster” has overlooked a recently published forelgn
! note {n Tus SUN, In which 1t was statad that just
now 5,000 persans are haing fed dally In Beifast by
| the Salvation Army. Bul who has ever heard of an

“Anglo-Ulsterman”? It 1s a tough propositlon to
| put such a bastard corruption of names on a com
| munication, SO OF AN LRISHAMAN,
NEwAxk, Dreo. 80.

The Succesy of Snch a Project Not Hopeful.

To THE EpITon oF THE SUN—Sir: The answer to
“Why Not Let Ireland Go!" ls that England never
{ lets anyihing g0 of her own volltion,

Jreland's hope for liberty depends, not on Eng-
jand’'s good will, but on the inherent determination
and power of Irishmen o obtaln It. Those who
have followed the drift of Irish thought and action
{n the last teg years have abundant regzon 10 hope
| for Ireland's ultimate freedom. The sirong ad-
| Jecuive policy 1s belng discarded, and the people
| are taught to 100k to themselves and to seck within
| themaselves for the power, as well as for the remedy,
| to redress the wrongs from which they sufler.
| When we consider the might of Fngland on the
| one hand and the long series of dlsasters which
| have befallen Ireland on the other, we may well
say that they ars optimisis indced who belleve
in Ireland’'s ultimate freedom. O N.

NEw Yorx, Dec. 80,
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Favorable Opinions Expressed by Newspapers.
From the Roston Herald,

Tias SUN says to England: *“Why not let Ire-

land g01" This looks ltke a good tling, both for

Pugland and Ireland. Both would be better friends.

FProm ths Binghamion Press,
The flusst thing that our esteemed and brilllang

contemporary, THE SUN, has sald for many s long |

| year—and it has sald many & fine thing—was
| to suggest In ita issue of Christmas Day that Eng-
| land should strike the shackles from Ireland, not
| in part, but absolutely and forever, Allow her to
| become an Independent natlon, A lttle one she
| would be in numbers and in territorial arsa, but in
spirit and capaclty to govern herself and in ablity
to hold her own shie would be entirely self-sufficlent.
| Ireland can never be subjugated end she can never
| be domesticatad, can never be made & part of the
| Brtish Kingdom except In valn and barren for-
mality. That independent Ireland would be a peril
to England THg SUN docs nol believe, and neither
does the Binghamion Press.

From the Rochestor Post Froress.

The leading article in the Curistmas number of
TiE Suy put forward a slmple but starding propo-
sitton for the settlement of the Irish question—
ihat Pagland should grant oul of the fulness of
her bounty and benoficencn what the malority
of the Irish people desire, nationalliy and absolute
Independencs. L I8 urged that the attempt to
govern Irelsnd evenin modern times has Leen a

fallure, and that there Is no Immediate prospect
of surcess

Thie would he a wise and noble thing o do: byt
the connoction bhetwe I has
endut ¢ can bhardly e
80 cas ss than that «
no nhb n s
yut 1t has Infiuenced Treland strongl) nang
the whole course of s d lopment, Int uced

new clements Into its prople and complicated
| the life of the pountry wit nmAuyY coutrovers's
The vital question Iis Can England now say,

*Go In %
In the meanwhile it Is clear that
spiril Is advancing in Ireland and assertiog

ace
the natios

Heelt!

A pecullar way. not lo palities, but in the reviva!
of Celtle llterature \nd, a sus!, thoss wnn
misrepresent Bogland have set 13 clves agelnst

the movement

Permanent Diplomatic Res!dences in Farepe
Mra. Var .

Rensseloer Cruger in tha North Amer

Revieu
w1 the Unlted States requbiss in Puropean
capitals Is permaneat and oMolal diy atlo res
depors, in whick ail
shall be expert
and unostentat!

Hoan In

nor desirable

provide by

It In such a syl

malntaln {1s dignity withoul meanness or oslenta
tion.

If. In each capl! Ve 1 ENVOY Wera
required to ilve In the ? 1 bYthe G
ernment, t! w 1 be 1 onee an r
ternal uniformity 1ward Ufe of eac
would conceal difference between the ric
merchant diplomat and the bLrlllant, ypet poor
scholar d At It is true thay the formap couid
glvy more dinners and puur « 7 champagr
aAnd serve more truftles than the latier; but other
wise thetr general mode of lfe would Le equas

To provid His not st a SsAr
Or deslran SLoUd purcnias rmo
eriy owned urops are ouly too willing 1o make
Jong Irases, with the right of renswal, 1o & Govern
ment &s atenant; v ( of qralshing would
not be very consldera When a8 careful oslow

will be found that adequate un
s can be jeased In all the Eu
n capiials at an aAnnual cost of jess thao
$100.,000 for all

lavon s made, It

furnishierd restdes

i

Sulwurban Country IAfe an unusual

presents

and attractive color photograph for 118 Jauuary
cover. The leading article, by W rop Packard,
tells Interestingly bhow a Bosic rian made a
subut colony out of an abe d farm dis
tr It s lilustrated with p mphs showing
Just how it was all done The US|

grap! Uistrations all through the jumber are
.
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