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Thc Now Year opens with war raging

j In ono continent and threatened In an-

other and with a cloud darkening tho
prospects of moro than ono LatinAmor

republic as regards tho continuance
of tho license which has been so long
abused Even Homo of thoso relatively
fortunate and highly enlightened coun-

tries which have no causo to apprehend-
a Bcrlous disturbance of their foreign
relations arc certain in tho twelvemonth-
that begins today to find themselves
upon the threshold If they do not
actually croaa It of important political
or economic change

Tho American people without regard-
to social sectional or Industrial divisions
aro deeply interested in learning what
In quadrennium now unfolding will
be dono by tho Republican party and
thE Hepubllcnn Chief Magistrate with
tho responsibilities and powers that have
been confided to their hands by n vast
majority of By tho self
denying as soon as tho
outcome of the contest at tho ballot box
was known tho promise not to become
a candidate or to accept a nomination-
for tho Presidency in 1008 Mr nOOSE

TEirr offered an unexpected but
acceptable guarantee that in
official words and deeds ho would be
swayed neither by personal motives nor
by partisan but by ft high
minded and purpose to
subservo the welfare and promote tho
progress of the nation considered as a
whole So long as that guarantee is
fulfilled it is wellnigh certain that tho
President at tho end of his second term
oven though some of his plans should
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bo obstructed and somo of his accom-
plished purposes should disappoint his
hopes will bo followed to private lifo
by honor esteem and confidence and
by a well founded assurance that ho will
at somo later and critical conjuncture
be recalled as a faithful servant
to the Wiito his

would unlquo and magnificent
to tho public virtue of a man who

already has tho distinction of having
brolen political records It will not

easy but singularly difficult for
of impulsive end ardent

ment to keep his eyes Used upon a
never yet reached by a Chief Magis-
trate becauso tho attainment of it exacts
the unwavering exhibition of absolute
justice and Impartiality toward every
section every class and every interest
in tho American community-

Not a few recent incidents have con
tributed to tho belief that experience in
high office has brought to Mr ROOSE

VEIT tho discipline of selfcontrol and
that If he ever could ho can no longer
bo led astray by tho vanity of wilfulness
or blind consistency but that ho has

tho superlative wisdom of hear
and stifling preposses-

sions of reconsidering intentions re
casting plans and revising judgments-
Wo havo often pointed out in view of
tho elastic and tremendous powers of a
President for good that ho needs
fpr their right exercise not only tho ox
pertness and tho energy of a ad-

ministrator but also somo of
ties that would equip him to fill worthily
a place upon tho highest judicial tri-

bunal It is not enough for the ship of
state to havo an executive officer sho
wants a ns well Pilots like Presi-
dents not born nnd tho mis-

takes which they are bound to commit-
in their first essays at pilotage serve but
as to point the way to ultimate
efficiency and triumph That tho three
or more years of practice in Presidential
functions which Mr ROOSEVELT has en-

joyed have been turned to much account-
is patent though it remains to bo seen
of course whether when his second term
shall have closed he will take a place of
eminence beside his most illustrious
forerunners This at least is sure that
ho is today a larger graver bettor
poled and further sighted man than he
was when he took McKixLEYa sent

Those who honestly wish Mr HooSE
well arid who feel that tho ful

filment of their wishes for his personal
renown would inure to the of the
republic have marked with satis-
faction tho serious and cautious temper
in which during the lost six or seven
weeks tho President has approached
certain momentous economic problems

after tho November elections wo
told by seine persons who

werb supposed to bo intimato at the
White House that the President was in-

clined to send a special message to tho
present Congress informing it that in
Ids opinion tho tariff should receive re-

vision at tho earliest practicable moment
and tliat to this end ho purposed early-
in tho spring to convoke the Fiftyninth
Congress in extra session Since then
however Mr ROOSEVELT instead of
being rendered headstrong by opposi-
tion has hearkened to argument and
Bccmsto have recognized the expediency-
of postponing a readjustment of tho
customs duties until tho first regular
session of tho Fiftyninth Congress

in December next in order that in
tho interim legislators who have lAcn-

reeleoted and who are peculiarly quali-
fied for the teak may dgrco upon a list
of changes which on tho ono hand
might bo made without unfair discrimi-
nation against any Industrial interest and
which on tho other hand would have
a reasonable prospect of being placed
promptly on the statute book
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annual message occurred soroo PM
sages that would justify widespread
concern U not consternation had they
been believed to embody deliberate re

tho writers part For In
tho President expressed a hope

that tho insurance business might bo
brought under the laws relating to inter-
state commerce ho evinced too an
Inclination to see given by Congress to
tho Interstate Commerce Conunlssion a
power of fixing railway rates at least
temporarily and ho also bespoko
ful attention for a forthcoming
by Commissioner GAORFIELD a report
with which Mr ROOSEVELT have
been acquainted beforehand
was to submit a proposal nothing short
of revolutionary from political and
economic viewpoints tho proposal
namely that corporation should bo
required to procure Federal licenses as-

a qua non condition of engaging in
interstate commerce

As to tho first of these three sugges
that favoring tho subjection of

business to interstate com-

merce legislation It is pretty evident
that tho President la not disposed to
press it inasmuch as ho must have seen
and tacitly or explicitly approved that

Commissioner GAUPIKLDS report
points out that tho Federal courts

havo insisted upon drawing n distinction
between intcratato business and Inter
stato commerce and have classed in-

surance in tho former category As for
clothing tho present Interstate Corn
mcrco Commission with authority to
fix railway rates subject to review as
Mr ROOSEVELT in his message seemed
to recommend or conferring such au-

thority upon a now court tho
purpose as Senator
it is plain that tho Administration has no
intention of dictating to Congress on tho
subject by propounding any measure of
Its own It takes for granted that tho
Federal legislature is amply qualified i

to deal with the subject With regard
to Mr OARFIELDS startling project for i

compelling State corporation doing
interstate business to take out Federal
licenses wo may say that as yet tho
President has not given tho faintest
indication of a in tho constitution-
ality of tho has rigorously con
fined himself to impressing upon Con-
gress tho intense wide stretchlngrrjpoch
making seriousness of the proposal

The Presidents approaching visit to
Texas for tho purpose of attending a
reunion of his Rough Rider regiment
may bo expected to elicit tho cordial

solve

car

must

line

ton

par

crate
i

I

I

bier

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

expressions of welcome characteristic
of our Southern brethren In spite
the resentment provoked by some
Mr ROOSEVELTS nets such as the hos-

pitality casually offered to HOOKER
WASHINGTON at the Whlto House and tho
persistent appointment of the negro
CHUM to tho Collectorship of Customs-
at Charleston it is now beginning to bo
recognized that they were prompted
tho former by a generous impulse nnd
the latter by a conscientious recognition
of the fact that a Chief Magistrate can
not refuse systematically to acknowl-
edge tho equality conferred by tho Con-

stitution on our colored citizens Upon
Individual Southerners who like Mr
THOMAS NELSON PAGE have been brought
into personal contact with Mr ROOSE-

VELT ho has made a most favorable im-

pression and they are unanimous In
averring that tho South will revise its
opinion of tho President when tho
breadth of his sympathies shall bo

understood It is the truth that
Republican Executive not oven

GRANT whose chivalrous conduct toward
LEE is likely long to bo remembered
lion treated Confederates and their de-

scendants with moro respect nnd consid-
eration than ban the present tenant of
the White House

To mention only three examples to
which ho himself has felt at liberty to
direct attention wo may point out that
ho has bestowed the Governorship of tho
Philippines on a Confederate soldier
LUKK WRIOIIT who married daughter of
Admiral SEMMES of tho Alabama that
ho has offered a cadetship at West Point-
to a son of Stonewall JACKSON and
that ho line mado a son of Gen STUUIT
the distinguished Confederate cavalry
commander tho United States Marshal
of tho District of Virginia Such proofs
of nn enlightened patriotism compre-
hensive enough to embraco all sections of
tho country and to condone differences
of opinion although thcso may have led
to civil war will not bo undervalued wo
think by clear sighted and fair minded

in Texas or in any Southern com-

munity Nor will buch men fall to ob-

serve that from the Executive Mansion
has como not tho faintest sign of ap-

proval of tho movement started by Mr
CKCMPACKKR in the house of Repre-
sentatives to enforce tho Fourteenth
Amendment These aro some of our
reasons for believing that tho coining
twelvemonth may witness a profound
transformation of tho sentiment with
which Mr ROOBKVELT personally is

at the South not
bo surprised if such a transformation
should eventually be followed by a re
rival of tho inclination to organize a
white Republican in some of tho
Southern States which

achieved in Maryland West Vir
ginia and Kentucky and what Mr ROOSE-

VELT has accomplished in West Virginia
and Missouri may not hereafter bo

tho rango of attainability in Vir-

ginia in Tennessee in Louisiana and in
Arkansas

During tho twelvemonth now begun
the United will bo asked to
ratify the treaties of arbitration
which afford conclusive evidence that
tho Presidents foreign policy means
peace and not a sword If tho Senate
shall mirror faithfully as generally it
does the feelings and convictions of tho
nation at large it will not withhold Its

from conventions which al
decisive are important stops

toward a repudiation of tho organized-
and wholesale savagery which disgraces
civilized mankind These treaties of
course will not avail to silence tho war
drum at onco and forever for they leave
it optional with tho Executive of either
party to decide whether a given ques
tion affects a countrys honor or
interests but thero in no d ul t

existence of such compurtr would dls
poso Govpramcnta to shun provocations
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and to practise conciliation and forboji-

anco All of thwo arbitration ogre
meats are Inspired by tho same oxom

pier motives that led our State Depart
munt to propose tho meeting of asocom
conference at The Hague It Is a mistake
to suppose that jtho invitation lies
with a rebuff that savors of humiliation
because both of the belligerents consider
it Inopportune for them to take part
such a conference while tho present war
is pending The truth Is that both Japan
and Russia havo assented to tho proposal
in principle and have promised to send
delegates to after tho con-

clusion of a It follows Inasmuch-
as the other Invited Powers hnvo
shown themselves cordially acquiescent-
a second peace conference will assemble
so to speak automatically at no distant
date Tho conference it will bo
remembered called by the Czar

II who lost no time In die
much genuineness thero was

in his professed devotion to peace Wo
have faith that Mr ROOSEVELT will fur
nish better proofs of sincerity-

If as wo hope the Senate shall
mpmptly ratify these arbitration

which culminate In an agreement
with Great Britain that Is a substitute-
for tho abortive convention negotiated
by Mr OLNEY and Lord PAUNCETOTB

wo shall look forward to seeing during
the year that begins today a
of attention given on both the
AtlantIs to tho questl9n whether it might
not conduce to the Interests of both
parties for the United States to enter
into a combination with Great
strictly limited to defensive
and modelled upon the species of alliance
that now connects that country with
Japan Tho fundamental principle of
Unit carefully restricted compact Is well
known It binds each of tho signatories-
to assist the other but only when that
other is attacked by more than one great
Power How Great Britain would profit
from such an understanding Is plain
her navy instead of requiring inces-

santly progressive cjrpuision and threat-
ening to impose an intolerable burden
on her taxpayers would need only to bo
kept on an equality with tho combined
naval force of Franco nod Russia for
sho could always rely upon us to neutral-
ize tho German fleet That to us such
a defensive alliance would mean a com-

mensurate economy is no less obvious
wo should need thereafter only to

maintain our navy on a footing with
Germanys because if confronted with
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moro than a maritime Power w
should hivo Englands cooperation
Without suih an agreement with Great
Britain it will nut be safe for us merely-
to keep with the German Empire
for the Power would bo well nigh
assured of assistance from Austria nnd
Italy whoso united naval force would bo
by no means insignificant Besides a
coalition of Germany and Russia against
tho United States is at least as conceiva-
ble as was tho joint ultimatum submitted
to Japan by Russia Germany and Franco

If we aro to go on forever eschewing
foreign alliances and adhering stiffly to
a of international aloofness which

longer a reason for existence
since our acquisition of the Philippines
wo require a sea powor equal wo will not
say to Germanys or even to that of
Franco but to that of Germany and
Russia combined Even then we should
bo at tho mercy of a triple coalition like
that to which Japan succumbed Wo
repeat that we con imagine no interna-
tional agreement moro useful to both of
tho parties and better calculated to as
sure universal pcitco upon tho ocean
than n defensive alliance between tho
United States and England for which
reason It would not surprise us if tho
expediency of such a league should
como into tho foreground of discussion
during tho coming twelvemonth

So far as exterior troubles are con-

cerned tho opens auspiciously-
for Great Since tho conclusion
of a treaty with France by which a con
troversy that has made bad blood for
many a generation the dispute about
tho French shore of Newfoundland-

was definitely settled tho British Em
hasbeen practically Impregnable

except on its Indian frontier and there
for a twelvemonth at nil events it will
h 70 nothing to dread from its one great
neighbor Russia which will bo preoc-
cupied or exhausted Tho apprehension
thattho United Kingdom might possibly
become embroiled in tho Far Eastern
conflict has passed away for no ono now
believes that either Franco or Germany
will array itself on the Czars side and
in tho absence of such a demonstration
Japan cannot call for British aid While
however tho horizon Boems to bo free
from clouds there is quito enough in the
internal condition of Great Britain to
compel anxious attention on tho
those who are alive to tho
fiscal problem a gravity to which the
ruling price of console bears admonitory
witness The staggering cost of tho
Boer War coupled with tho trembndous
burden imposed by tho obligations aa-

Biimed in tho Land Purchase ncfcto
which must bo added tho onerous neces-
sity of spending more and more upon
the navy if England is to remain without
any ally except Japan havo
it increasingly difficult for
tho Exchequer to make both ends
without exciting wide discontent

Tho British Exchequer has well nigh
reached the end of Its tether so far
aa direct taxation is concerned for tho

classes will scarcely endure
in time of pence a distention of tho
income tax that they would tolerate
in time of war It is the fear that tho
hour is close at hand when the necessi
ties of tho British Treasury can only bo
supplied by a return to indirect taxation
that really accounts for the fact other-
wise amazing that so many men reputed
well informed and able have shown
themselves willing to support Mr CHAM-

BFHLAINB proposal to levy on import
tax not only on foreign manufactures
competing with native products in tho
British market but also on all food
stuffs not of colonial origin As we have
often pointed out the remedy advocated-
by Mr CiiAMnKRLAiN would bo worse
than tho dlseow His project is a
veritable lantern lighting up tho path-
to relief and safety but simply a will
othewisp certain to plunge tho pur
buer in a bog for Great Britain has
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little or nothing to fear In her horn
market from foreign manufactures
is only in neutral markets that sho
growing cause to dread
and thonoo of course sho can raise in
revenue As for the Income derivable
from a duty on foodstuffs It would either-
as wo havo often said provo negligible
so far as tho needs of tho Treasury

I concerned or if largo enough to be
any substantial aid it ai
increase in tho price of brood unavold
able and thon scenqs of tumult and die
order such as England has not witnessed
since tho Chartist riots would inovltabl
follow That i 3 a distressing dllemrni
from which Mr CHAMBERLAINS Ingenuity
willnever find a loophole of escape

The member from West Birmingham
has several times acknowledged that h
expected his proposal to bo rejected
tho to tho constituencies
But will that appeal take place
Tho statutory septennial term of
Parliament tho house of Commons u
which was chosen in 1000 has yet aom
two years to run and until lately I

that Mr CHAMBERLAI
to postpone as possl

ble tho next general order
give himself time to impress his Ideas
upon tho A recent Incident baa
disclosed that his health D

seriously Impaired and that ho has
to spare if with his own eyes
witness tho triumph of his prefer

entlal policy is no doubt that
hi3 hi tho House

and through his capture
of the LiberalUnionist organization h

at any time exert such pressure
tho wavering Premier BALFOUH of

would necessitate an early dissolution ol

Parliament Ho will probably use hU
power and in that event we may look
forward to a defeat of tho present GOY

ornament at the ballot box although
had four years ago the
jority of about 150

combined As to tho defeat tho political
prophots aro agreed but as to its pro-

portions they arc widely at variance
Can tho Liberals hopo to secure a work
ing majority over Unionists and Home
Rulers combined or will thor be forced
to depend upon tho cooperation of tire
Irish Nationalists as Mr GLADSTON-

Ewas in January 1880
We need not say that tho question may

bo fraught with momentous conse-
quences to tho future of Ireland Now
that tho Nationalists have obtained a
land purchase act of adequate dimcn
Sims tIre concession
selfgovernment so far as counties and
municipalities are concerned there is
not much left for them to ask for except
the boon of u Dublin legislature It
would formerly have been assumed that
a promise on the part of British Liberals
to give Ireland Homo Rule would re-

kindle tho animosities of nineteen
ago and reconsolidato the Unionist
The attempt however of Lord DUN

RAVEN and other Unionist oxlandlords-
to gain Government sanction for a par
tially elective council equivalent to tho
germ of a Dublin legislature has indi-

cated landowners now that
they havo been to sell their
estates at fair longer view

passionate aversion tho idea of Ire
autonomy At all

events Irish patriots have learned that
only by fishing in troubled con
they hope to land anything of and
Americans who wish them well will
therefore hope that in the twelvemonth-
now beginning they will once moro hold
the balance of power in tho lower houso
of Parliament as they didin January
1SSG and again in 189203

As to France thero are but few ob
of tho political situation who
that tho Combos Ministry will

manage to live out the year it is true
enough that according to nil surface
indications the bill for tho abolition of
tho Concordat seems likely to prove
a sheet anchor rather than a cause of
shipwreck No tie so firmly unites tho
Socialists and tho Radical Republicans
who between them constitute a majority
of tho Chamber of ns their
vehement desire for divorce-

of religion from tho civil power in France
No doubt If tho State is to refuse to pay
any longer tho stipends of the Catholic
clergy consistency will require n similar
withholding of salaries from Iroestnnt
pastors and Jewish rabbis but tho failure
of Jews and Protestants to make common
cause with the Catholics is ascribed to a
secret understanding that the two former
constituents of tho French population-
will ultimately be taken care of It is
well known that by tire Masonic lodges
which are just now so powerful in France
Protestants and Jews have long been
welcomed well nigh as heartily as Free-

thinkers themselves If luring 100S

there were to bo no strenuous struggle-
in tho two houses of tho French Parlia-
ment except that between the Catholic
Church and her implacable opponents-

the stability of tire present Cabinet would
not bo open to dispute

There are two side issues however-
on which it might at any hour be shat
tered It is certain that many members-

of tho normal majority regard with die
gust and indignation tho spy system
which the Combos Ministry inherited
from its predecessors but which nt

it applied with peculiarly offensive
zeal Under this odious system army
officers have boon trained to spy upon
each other Judges upon thoir colleagues
on tho bench Projects and SubPro
tects on their fellow administrators
Moro than once already nn exposure of
the lengths to which inquisitorial prac-
tices are carried has infuriated legisla-
tors and brought tho Government within-
a hairs breadth of collapse There
again is tho income tax which M Row
VIER the Finance Minister is

to have brought in against his wilt
and which ho has striven to make as un
Dbjectlonablo as possible Tho French
people have shown repeatedly that they
will not tolerate an inoomo tax and it
will seem strange if Premier COMm
am forco them to swallow a measure
which fatal to LEON BOURGEOIS

i Minister As for tho
foreign policy of Franco tho New Year
nay BOO her confronted by a Jehad or
Holy War in Tunis and Algeria should
exasperation lead her to essay tho aye
emntlc coercion of Morocco

We pass over Germany and Italy bo
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cause no general election will toko plat
In either of those countries
coming twelvemonth and

relations seem unlikely to b

disordered unless tho death of Kaiser
FRANCIS JOSEPH should split the

realm asunder or unless a violent
commotion in tho Balkan Peninsula
should so Inflamo the territorial
of Austrlans and Italians as to
them to attempt and Germany to re-

slst tho forcible partition of tho
European inheritance Wo

for granted however that if
diplomacy retains any Influence at Bor
lin Vienna Stamboul and Bucharest-
we shall see no veritable war enkindled
from the smouldering embers In

As for tho internal condition
of the dual Hapsburg dominions con
fusion has of late been confounded
by tho resignation of KOERBBH

tho Cialolthan Premier and by tho do
termination of Count TiflZA tho Liberal

Minister to dissolve the Hunga
The party Intrigues

vicissitudes tergiversations obstruction-
ist tactics and riotous outbreaks that
have long characterized both Legislatures
have ceased to excite any fooling in sober
minded onlookers except bewilderment
and contempt

Tho country on tho European Contl
nent which is most likely to rivet
worlds attention in tho coming year L

that colossal empire of tho north which
politically has advanced not a step

the eighteenth century arid which-
as regards the social organization of the
bulk of its peasantry belongs to a far
distant ago The Western observer rube
his eyes to If ho can be awake
when ho sees of Muscovite
agriculturists still dwelling under the
ancient system of communal property
eight or ten million Jews still languishing
in tho ghettos of meducval times and
some of tho most distinguished scien-
tists scholars jurisconsults artists and
men of letters upon earth bowing their
necko beneath the galling yokes of an
absolute autocracy It ts c spectacle
that would seem incredible wore it
attested by such overwhelming and
painful evidence There havo beca ol
late rumblings and hoavingg as ii time

leviathan were stirring in its sleep Is
the SLy of today moro hopelessly lethar
glo than was tho Frank of a hundred
yearn ago or are wo destined to witness
before another year is over what Mud

prayed to see In England a noble
and puissant nation mowing Its mighty
youth uplcaping from a slumber of cen-

turies and slinking its invincible
At tho hour when wo write it
Czardom had turned a to tho
despairing outcry of and

itself to tho dreadful task of
with revolution If the report

lx well founded that Prince SVIAT-
OroiKMiRSirr Minister of the Interior

Mr GLASOFP Minister of Education
have decided to from office and

Prince of Moscow
over to justice for his

too before tho municipal
council the Emperor NICHOLAS is to bo
pitied rather than denounced for ho has
lost sagacious and devoted servants
whoso solo fault was a wish to save his
dynasty-

On part and to a minor ex-

tent on tho part also of her Japanese
opponent tho war in tho Far East is now
sustained by means of foreign loans and
should tho contest be protracted for an-

other year both combatants are likely
to be stricken with financial impotence-
For nearly eleven months the Japanese
and Russian treasuries have been sub-
jected to tho tremendous in
separable from placing and keeping in
tire field armies which in tho aggregate
cannot fall short of threequarters of a
million of men Already OB regards
duration tho pending trial of strength-
has surpassed considerably tire Franco
German War the parties to which wero
incomparably superior in respect of

resources to tho present bellig-
erents No doubt it would cost Ja-
pan materially less to prolong the
fighting throughout 1005 because sho
controls tire sea and tho armies under
Marshal OTAMA aro very near their base
of supplies It should be borne in mind
however that Japan is by far tho poor-
est of the great Powers and that tho out-

lay required of her up to tho present
time has so much csceeded her taxable
capacity that it seems likely to paralyze
her internal development for some time
to como A people that cannot secure
two loans relatively small from foreign
countries without mortgaging their cus-

toms revenue must soon reach tho limit
of their credit In a word the actual
grime of war if continued for a
month may end in a stalemate

It Is because the dread of impending
bankruptcy ought to prove a dominant
ffictor In tho councils both of tho Czar
and the Mikado that we are prepared to
hear at any moment that an offer of me-

diation would be welcomed Thero is
no doubt that equitable terms of accom-
modation might bo arranged by Franco
and England acting respectively as tho
next friends of tire antagonists After
the fall of Port Arthur and tire recall or
destruction of Rusniaa Baltic fleet of
both which events wo expect to hear
early in the New Year tho psychological
moment for an earnest attempt to stop
it foolish nnd futile contest wilt havo
arisen There is no real reason wIry
Itussia should shrink from confessing
horsolf defeated for no com-

mander can hope to
fully many thousands of miles from iris
base Russia is justified in feeling

but not humiliation in view of tho
tactical sagacity displayed by Gen

nnd valor
and endurance exhibited by tho Port
iVrthur garrison lisa dono enough-
for honor and would have but little or
nothing to gain Tiy a further waste of

and treasure Wo not only
believe that before tho year

opening has closed tIre ponce of tho Far
last Will bo assured for a considerable

by a treaty which shall give to
control of Corua and

restore to China tho whole or the greater
of Manchuria Raffled In their

effort to secure an icefree port upon tho
as they have been thwarted

their agolong craving for Conptnnti-
ioplp tire Russian people will bfl driven

henceforward to follow the line of least
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weistonoo doboucheu on
Pemlan Quit

Wo can see no ground for the mUglv-

nga of those to be haunte
by a Yollow in tho fact that in i

contest wherein ascendancy at sea was
tho essential condition of the
Japanese should have
beat a European country which since
PETER tho Groat built Its first warships-

has shown IWclf egregiously Incompo
tent In naval warfare A corrupt bureau
craoy like Russias is of all

tho least qualified to maintain i

large maritime force in a state of high
efficiency In tho record of Admiral
ToaoB operations wo find no basis for
the assumption ho could have
successfully French or German
much less with an English or American
fleet Japan will always bo powcrlca
in tire faco of enemies that command tire
sea and therefore until she can chat
lengo tho combined warships of the
Western Powers it is preposterous
talk of her ability to start an avalanche
of tho yellow race against tho white
Such a challenge will novor bo offered
for while Japan Is building a single bat-
tleship the Western Powers can con
struct a hundred For these and other
reasons we do not expect to witness t
reawakening of the Chinese duo to the
selfconfidence Inspired by
of their Mongolian kinsmen When the
descendants of OENonia Khan sub-

jugated Russia and pushed their hordes
into Central Europe the Chinese evinced
not a trace of elation or sympathy but
on tho contrary a stolid and
dogged resistance to incorporation in

tho Mongol Empire
There is some foundation for tho pro

diction that 1005 will bo remembered as
tho Initial year of a now epoch in the
history of the LatinAmerican States
The Dominican Republic of which Santo
Domingo Is tho capital hum long ceased
to pay interest on its foreign debts and
the patience of its creditors is now ut-

terly exhausted The agreement ex
from Venezuela by tho blockad

tho agreement by which
tho Caracas Government pledged Itself
to set apart for tho payment of foreign
creditors about a third of tho customs

of La Guayra and Puerto Ca
been evaded by President

CASTRO either through a falsification
of accounts or through a diversion of
imports to other Venezuelan harbors-
It is not to bo supposed that Germany
and Great Britain would tolerate a
ton violation of their treaty righto and
a second naval demonstration on their

now bo imminent but for the
construction put upon tho Monroe

Doctrine by Mr ROOSEVELT hi tho letter
read at tho Cuban dinner and recently
expounded at considerable length by

ROOT What Is described
as a corollary Iran plainly been

for the purpose of shielding Latin
Commonwealths which hove

failed or mny fail to comply with their
pecuniary obligations from undergoing
tire fate of Egypt It Is evident that if
a creditor Power is at liberty to seques-
trate a third of tho customs revenues of a
defaulting American republic tho prin
ciplo may bo carried further and if tho

wore largo enough tho creditors
confiscate tho wholo of the income

accruing from duties upon imports al-

though hitherto tho debtor State may
bare relied almost exclusively upon such
income to defray tho expenses of its

But if a credi
his claim by seizing in

direct taxes would ho not bo authorized-
by a of reasoning to levy direct
taxes How in a word Is It possible
to reconcile the sequestration of reve-

nues partial or entire with tho declara-
tion made by President MONROE that the
United not permit n European
Power any pretext to mutilate
tho territory or in any way control tire
destiny of an American republic

From tho dilemma on the horns of
winch ho was threatened with impale-
ment by tho recent Venezuela precedent
President ROOSEVELT has saved himself
by proclaiming tho corollary tp which-
we havo referred Ho reaffirmed the
principle on which ho acted when ho
countenanced the blockading of

seaports by creditor Powers the
principle namely that n Lath American
Cornmcvvealth must not make mako
merchandise of Its weakness but like
all honest States must pny its debts in-

cluding thoso arising out of contract
With tho view however of preventing
a LatinAmoriftan debtor State from
sinking into tho condition of Egypt and
also of Upholding our traditional deter-
mination never to permit European
Powers to ncquim now footholds on this
Continent Mr ROOSKVKLT practically
said that if through any default of tho
Santo Domingo or Caracas Government
or of any other LatinAmerican party to
a foreign are wo scarcely
need recall unsatisfied claims against

Ecuador Pore anti other
Central American common-

wealths there should be in tire future
any debt collecting and revenue distrib-
uting work to do he will do it himself
Wo aro not surprised that tho announce

should have been heard with
concern in Argentina which

though solvent today was but a little
while ago within a hairs breadth of
bankruptcy and tho concern may extend

such LatinAmerican capitals as
Bogota Quito mind Lima There is

ground for trepidation
TO should provo faithful stewards and
should go homo when our work was done

wo do not wonder that our intentions
ire looked upon with suspicion and wo
expect to see tho new corollary of the
lonroo Doctrine made a topic of lively

discussion during tho twelvemonth now
beginning in both tho Now and tho Old
Worlds
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America llehlndliand In Motor Fire nnelnn-
frnm Caisttrt Vajtiif

Steam motor tin rnclnrs petrol or what In
America would be called frasolenr motor firo en
line and even rlfctrtcill operated arc pump
equipments etC currently advertUed
of Drltlith mako which uucht to tie worthy object
If MOM to American mtinlrlpalUlra and Sro rn lue-
bullilen

At let hall a dozen RrtlUh It not
motor driven lire
while Cape Town In Soulh Africa and Val

paralao In Chile and even Mauritius are equipped
with petrol motor hwe can and trndtrt It oat
pnmp Wnatnvrr the powrr njrttem animal
traytlnn for nre rntlnrt should not lx t emlltr l
I i ifvUc mud loncrr It aaouid have tllupt arc t-

1th the on city ttrocli

tOt morotat nrln r

lone

spa

cur

MDEPEXDEXOB FOR IRELAND

An Intrrtitlrnr Dlieuiilon or question
From Utircreut Iololi of View

To mi Eorro or Sew sin A to tnjlsndit-
flowlnf Ireland to go wrtilla II ounds very nk-

II U lllotkal mid unreatonabla That lnfl nd hi
never Irfited Ireland u abs shoutS bare door

dtiputeai yet there were and there art wits
and serious faults on the ol Ireland sea
ttmentallty nd bunromb too often
taken the bono came Old aorn
have been d ruointo t and groanS
lag have taken piano of action until all who
would have to InUre la that country arc ill

gutted
Japan In fifty yean hai done lomethlnr to be

proud oil Irttand In hundreds ot literally
dorm notittr to put to Clvltlwi

lion and they are etepplnj-
itonta to projreAj have availed Ireland but Uttlr
Ireland thould from Japan do as
iloneilop brlnx and ant Then
Ireland will bave not only the ympithy but alii
the help of all practical fair plar lovlnc people

Nan rOUt Dec 31 JAMM

The RetriaL View Denounced
To TUB Btirton or Tux Stn Slr One of your

corrrtpondentl lentnj hlnu lf AneloUlst-
eras What would you do with the contented
prwperoua and pracreulve lection at north

cut of the unhappr land
It may bo nrceuuy to explain that thli alleged

prosperity U tire result tl special leclalallon In

taor of that allrn colony TIre linen and ship
bulldlnr industries have been foturej by bountlra
and aubjldlra from the IWIlih treasury tor the
purpose of pivlne employment to the population
which It focuS In Ikltmt white there have
alwayi been apeclal agrarian lawa for thrtr bcaefll
In plle of all the prtvtletes acceded them 1 am
finable to eeo vrtiero their vaunted prosperity and
contentment come In If Northeast Ulster la to
hippy and contented why did not AngloUllter
remain there Men who are prosperoui dont
uiually emlrralf Philadelphia ha been the
mecca of emigrant from SAPPY contented
Uliter but I fall to are that they are nioreproir-
nlv than their fellow countrymen who call them
selves Irish without say qtoallflcatlJn

I believe that a free Ireland has and wet
coma for all her children race or re-

ligion would be ol work for ill In
building rehabilitating
land but If they should cUll penttt In retarding
them ve aaEnglishmen orScotcbmen whythey
could go home If they didnt choose to nyc In Ire-

land there should ceitalnly be no tringi onthem
During the progress of the Cuban lo urrecilon-

wo thresh of the Spanish colony to withdraw
and capital from the Island la case

It succeeded In casting oR the rake of Spain but
It ties been demonstrated that a liCe Cuba
given theta Increased prosperity and we herr no
more of their migration to the Iberian Prnlntula

TIle letter today lgned AngloCelt l too con-

temptible for serious notice It could only ema-

nate one of those hybrids who arc ufltber
nor Scotch but who are desplieil

by all three J r MCCABTUT-

BaOOKLTK Dee 21

To in EDITOR or THE SON Sir In the event
of Irelands belar grunted Independence by
England as suggested In your splendlw editorial of
last Sundar It would be a fitting thing to take those
persons who are at present worrying about the
future of the contented folk of the north of Ireland
and hammer It Into their beadi that once upon a
time a Man Jesus Christ came upon earth to create
happiness for all

this suggestion Is made In reply to Anglo
Ulsters query In TUB SUN of ruterday a query

that to ma teems as narrow minded aa an onion
elan la thick He apparently even
the possibility of happiness In place
but Ulster

In reference to hli statement concerning that
prosperouj contented aectlon perhaps Anglo

Ulster has overlooked a recently published foreign
note la Tms Sow In which U was stated that just
now 60OT are Ming fed dally In by
the Salvation Army hut who hai ever an

AngloCUtcrman U Is a tough proposition to
put such a bastard corruption of a com-

munication Sou
NKITXBI Deo 89

The Sncceu of Snob a Project Not tlopefnl
To TIIE EDITOR or Tire Sci Sir The answer to

Why Not Let Ireland Is that England
anything go of her own volition

Irelands hope for liberty depends not on Eng
lands good will but on the Inherent determination
and power of Irishmen to obtain It Those who
have followed the drift of Irish thought and action
In the last ten years have abunmt reason to hope

ultimate freedom The strong ad-

jective policy Is bttng discarded and the people
taujht to look to themselves and to seek within

themselves for the power u welt aa for tn remedy-

to redress the wrongs from which they suder
When we consider the might of England on the

one and the tong series of dltutcn which
have Ireland on the other we may well
ear that they are optimists Indeed who believe-

In Irelands ultimate freedom O N
NEW You Deo 90 t n

Favorable Opinions Expressed by Newspapers
Frow Button llirald-

Tnx SCJT says to England Why not let Inl-

and rl This looks like a good thing both for
England and Ireland Doth would be better friends

JTon On ninfhamten Prut
The tawt thing that our esteemed and brillIant

contemporary Flirt Sdf has said for many a long
year and It baa aajd many a One thing wa
to suggest In Its Issue of Christmas ELY that Eng

should strike the from not
but absolutely to

become an Independent nation A little one b
would be In numbers and In territorial ares but In-

spirit and capacity to govern herself and In ability
to hold herown sIte would be entirely selfiufflclent
Ireland can never be subjugated and she can never
be domesticated can never be a pert of tht-
nntUh Klncdora except In barren for-
mality That Independent Ireland would be a

England Tits SOS not believe and
the

from Ifit 70f1 f r Toll IZxvrttl
Tile trading article In tile Christmas number of

True Stiff put forward a simple but dtunllng propo-
sition for the settlement of the Irish question
that Iucland should out of the lulnens of
her bounty and bcncncenco what the majority-
of the Irish people dwlre nationality and absolute
Indciwndecc It Is urged that the nttcapt to
rom Ireland even In modern times hat keen a
failure and that then Is no Immediate prospect
of success

Flit Aimld be a wise and noble thin to In but
tire connection between England and Ireland
endiiJ so moor that A severance ran hardly mint
so e llr Nothing more hnpcM than that conS
nectlnn bas ever come to prrliap In lilitori
but it has Influenced Ireland strongly cbanc

whole course of In development tntroducd
new rlenirntx Into It people and compllcatxt
the life of the country with many controversies
The vital question Is Can Enclsnd now My-

Co In p c
In the tnesnwhlle It Is clear that tht national

spirit U advancing In Ireland sod Msertlcc lueli in
a peculiar way riot la poltla but la the revival
at Celtic literature And a natitl those won
inlsrrprctent England have set ttirrajcjvfi cretAn
the movement

ermanent niplomntle Residence In Encore
vr Van Reniirlatr Ctvtrr in the Ntrtlt Amirlren-

Rfttru
What the Untied SUtrn retjulrn In Kr pran

capItals Is permanent and official Ulplorra r
In whlrli all envoys whether rlr i cr porr

shall be expected to reside In a m llitin n
unostentatlou elegance raoalatcnt ten

loan institutions Ialaoe are neither m
desirable The teed U for tlrioni r t n

iroxldfd by this Covrriiraent and turctt rd-

t In such a style as to enable Us rcprrsraliuti
maintain Its dignity without meanness or oiteoa
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If In each capital every American fnxvy w i
required to live In the house provided by ive o-

crnmeat tbcn would be produced at once an r-

trrnsl uniformity In the outward life of tic whi
would comeal the dlQrrence txtwrrn the r
merchant diplomat and the brlllUnt yet
ncholar diplomat It Is true that the foirir could
glvtj more dinners end punt out more champagne
and serve more truffles than the latter but other
wlwthelr general mode of life would Iw Mull

To provide such houses It Is not at nil n or sary
or dulrable that wriSould purmue them 1rop
city owners In Europe are only ton willing to make
long Ifaws with the tight of renewal to a Govern-
ment a tenant while t he mat ol firnUbIng would
not tie very considerable When a careful olcl-
atlon l made It will be found that adequate un
turnlnhrj mtilrncn can be Iraseil In all thr Ku-

mpean capttab at an annual ml of less than
IIUJCIO lot alt

Suburavm Country Life presents an unusual
and attractive rotor photograph tot its jsnuirr
cover The leading article by Mtnihrep Iackard-
l ll Interestingly bow a nouns librarian made a
tuhuinan colony out of an abandoned farm dis-

trict It U Illustrated pbolographi ahowtng-

Juat how it wu all done The hair inrr nhmn
graph tUiiratioas ill through tuc iucber are
especially tooO jutars
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