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SOME NEW BOOKS.

A German's Yiew of Americans,

Thera i8 no doubt that Englishmen
learned a good deal about themselves,
that, perhaps, they had not suspected,
from reading Taine's “English Notes.”
We now have a chance of gaining some
salf-knowledge in a4 similar way.

|

clrole of congenial men who are talking

| eagerly, perhaps over thelr cigars after

The |

opportunity is offered in a large octavo |

volume of some six hundred pages, entitled
The Americans, by HUG0 MUENSTERBERG
pro.assor of psychology ot "arverd Uni
varsity (McClure, Phillips & Co ). Thix book
it ehould be kept in 1 as written
for a German andienoe, though it is with
=4 author's
inglish trenelation has bean mado by Mr
Fdwin D. Holt, one of Harvard's corps
of instructors. In a singularly modest
and winning preface, Prof Munsterberg
disalaims any intention of producing an
exhaustive treatise. For a scientific study
of all the facts relating to the United States,
he is inclined to think that a division of
labor would ba needful; the historian, the
politician, the economist, the jurist, the
engineer and many another would have
to cooperate in a scholarly investigation
of American events. The author, for hia
part, professes to be only a psychologist;
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diffident

approval that on |

dinner; and one has the feeling that the
typleal Amerioan is there. His conversa-
tion s not learnad nor his rhetorio high
flown; but one has the feeling that he is
alive and worth listening to, that he sees
things in sharp perspeotive, s sinoerely
moral and has something of his own to
say. Parcy politios do not luterest hin
spacially, although, as citizen, hs goes to a
few meetings, contributes to party funds
and votes on eleotlon day if the weather
parmita,
with a half smile, and laughs outright at
tha thouvght of himself mmnping ‘or the

legin'ntiire
1.

If some one should ask our author who
makes publio opinion in America, he would
be referred at first to a class which at pres-
ent does not, as & whole, enjoy the suffrage,
and presumably will not for some time
to come-—the women. The American woman
carea little enough for party politics, and

| this 18 not so much becauss she has no

he has not st out to discover new material. |

aim of his book Is to study the
American man and his inner tendencies,
and it is suggested that perbaps an Go-
eurate name for the volume would have
been “Ihe Philosophy of Americanism.”
Hor such a relatively humbla task, Prof.
MUnsterber g subinit i1t an outsider may
be, after all, not quite unsuited, since a
country's characteristlo forcas make them-

The sole

right to vote. If she falt a sufficlently deep
intorest {n the matter, she probably would
bhave the right. But *while the best peo-
ple have no wish to see their women brought
in contact with the routine of party ma-
ohinery, this is not at all in order that they
may not concern themselves with the pub-
lio problems of the day. On the contrary,
Ameorican women exort a marked influs

! ence on public opinion; and hers, as might

selves more sasily felt by him them by |
thosa who have breathed the country’s
atmosphere from their childhood. Inas-

much as the author himself tella us where
the aocent of his book lies, we shall invite
attention less ta the chapters on eoconomio
and political problems than to those headed
respectively “The Spirit of Self-Direction,”
*The Spirit of Self-Realization® and “The
Spirit of Self-Assertion.” We may give
at the outset the keynote of the work by
saying that it (8 extremely optimistio.
Herein it is the antithesis of the author’s
former book on “American Traits.” Are
the two volumes irreconcilable? On the
oontrary, according to Prof Munsterberg,
they are meant to be alike the twin pict-
ures of a stersoscope, which must be seen
together if one is to get the full plastio
effoct of reality. *“It is certainly impor-
tant,” he says, “to remind the nation fre=-
quently that thers are political corrup-
tion and pedagogical blundering in the
world, but sometimes it is also worth while
to say Lhat Americanism is romething
noble and inspiring, eaven for outsiders,
with whom, naturally, other Impulses
are stronger.® By way of introduction,

it remains only to add that the book before |

us has been translated faithfully from the
edition that appeared in Germany
months ago. ‘Ihe events and statistical
figures of the last few months have not
been inserted, the author holding that the
philosophy of Americanism is independent
of the happanings of yesterday. ‘Lue only
changes in the translation are abbrevia-
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be expected, it is not the organized cru-
sades, like the temperance movement,
which count, but rather their less nolay
demonetrations, their unobtrusive influ-
ence in the home and their general right-
noss of feeling. Every reform movement
which appeals to moral motives is advanosd
by the influence of women, and many a bad
piece of jobbery is defeated by their in-
strumentality.” Turning from women to
men, our atithor finds that the masculine
springs of publio opinion flow, not from
officials and professional politicians, too
busy with strictly party affairs to read
correctly thenatiz n's will, but from the edu-
catad and substantial members of the com-
monwealth. Thess springs are often tinged
at first with a personal coloring; but the
atreamlets gather and go far from their
sources until every vestige of an individu-
ality is lost. “Ideas pass from man to
man, and those which are typically American
find as ready lodgment with the banker,
the manufacturer or the scholar as with
the artisan or farm hand. Any man who
appeals to the conscience, morality, patri-
otism or brotherly feeling of the American,
or to his love of progress and order, appeals
to no special parties or clasees, but to one
univoecal puhlio opinion, that, namely,
which is formulated and uttered by the
community of high minded citizens to the
extent of their disinterestednesa.”

It is as olear, however, to Prof, Minster-
berg, as it is to the most observant native

| American, that even such a public opinion

tions, except that certain chapters whica |

dealt with the German-Americans are leit
out, as being more sulted to an esolevic
discussion for Germans. 5o faras a Gerpian-

American remains German, he falls shorn
of being a typical American
L
That part of the book which directs |

potics to the American spirit of self-direc-
ron deals, wo need scarcely say, with our
political structure, national, State and mu-
nicipal, with the dynamie effect of public
opinion i with
and external political problems. Notmng
in this section of the volume deserves sucn
carelul consideration as what the author
has to say about the influence of “publio
opinion® 1 the United States. He does
not that the organized
political parties, with all their paraphernalia,
oconstitute merely the Lhe
nation, whereas public opanloj is tas upper
Hng a4 selective funcuon
and & veto power. These two houses, taken
together, torm whe entire national poltical
ife. “Ina way, the parties expres:
titatively the will of the

thereon, our

hesitato o aver

lower house of
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Liouse,

Guan-

while
When-
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nation,

public opiuion does 1L gualitatively.

ever o quantitative expression s

the lssues must bhe sharply contrasted, ia

order to separate he adberents

clearty

of vach; a line shades and distinetions

ha erificed to an artiticial clear-

n, much as is d

on

ness of
chanios woen any 1
represented, as the diagonal in & paral-
lglogram of two other forces.”

advantage of the lower house, formed by

internal |

aa is described in the book before us needs |
He goes |

some organization and support.
on to demonstrate his fitness for the inter-
pretation of American life by telling his
German fcilow ocountrymen that, “bold as
the stater ont may sound, the American
pawspaper 5 the main ally of publio opin-
{on, serving that opinion more loyally thau

it servos aither official politics or the party |

spirit,” It is mot the literary significance
of the American newspaper tuat is oon-
sidered in this place, but only its publio
influerce. “An American philosophizing
on the 1awapapers takes it as A matter of
course that they serve the ends of party
politics, and it is true enough that party
Jife as it i8 would not be possible without
tho widely disseminated influence of the
newspaper.” Later on, however, we read:
*The better sort of American newspaper
{5 neither a party publication nor yet

| merely o news sheet, but the conscious

exponent of publio opinion. Its columns

| ¢ontain a tirerome amount of party infor-

| 1aUs,

mation, it is true; but a part of this is di-
rectly in the intereat of an intelligent publio
opinion, since every citizen needs to be

instructed in all the phases of party life, .

of political and Congressional doings and
in regard to the candidates who are up for
office. It iz to be admitted, moreover, that
some of the better newspapers, although
pot the very beat, are unreservedly com-
mitted to the leaders of some party; in
short, they are party organs. In the same
way, =everal newspapers are under the
domination of certain industrial interests
and cater to the wishes of a group of eapital-

| with the utmost discretion, for the Ameri-

8 i me- |

is schematically |

The great |

|

|

| are in this way largely emancipated from |

poliveal parties, is that its deliberations
oun be bro bt t an end and its debates
C aded Every pohitical election is such
a provisional result Public opinion, on
the owher nand, aceepts no abetract and
artifi | schomatizations, bot cons<iders
the reality 1 atl its com atwons, and in !
s dhisonsaons gives n AN Lo Uny show
of hands or otaer demonstration ol mery
pumbers. rass contriast s do not exist bers,
but only subtle shading men Ao not
grouped a« irnends and foes, but they are
sean to merely in toeir breadth of
outlook, their knowledg their energy, |
and their slugieness of bheart The end
in view 18 nol to rush politics, but to reform
politics, and in all matters Lo shape publie
avents patiomal Jaeals Here one yvote
is not liks another; but a single word, wisaly
and oor i Y 8] (e 1= heard above
the babel of thousands., And here the best
men of the nution hava to show them-
selvas, not with programmes or haranguea
but with a quict foree winich shapes aud
unite nand eventually carries
all i.*

Pre rg paints out that public
opini wonsible now for a Preai
dential veto on ¢ il of ( rress, now for
the sudden eciipsa of a party leader, or the

dropping of a hat f candidates, or

divide a p

“gan
arty in the Legislat
piniog forees th

' (o make mere

it may ire.
In a word, nut @ parties

party

1 spite

(o a maturer states-
thor's wever,
does not carry bim so far as to make him as-

pinion |

adyvantage seoo

nansap Unr au

Otimism )
priun nn

Mo ¢

sumao that pul

s Lhie quint 100 of pure goodniess or pure
wisdom He recognizes that publio opinicn
in this country would be no true indication
of the forees at work in the nation if it did
not represent all the essentials of the typical

American. In order to find this. typical
«misleading simply to tuke
Hons.,
trary, ¢ 1 out of account the
greatl herd of coloriess characters and select
the man who harmoni
himself, without exaggeration,
wtiiking peculiaritiea of his countrymen
He is not easy to find, since ecoentricity is

Y patriotio,

man iv would |
the

average ol the mi

ieave
naly m?
ALY combines in

the mox

{“\.‘.",, f, one maun 18 grotes 16]

another moral t tolerance, another
fusipidly complacent and anothier too optd-
mistic to b earnest or too soyuisitive to
be just. Yot euch bhes bean Prof, MSn.
sterherig's experience-*If one goes about
uch in American society one Hnds oneself
now and then, not onily in New York or
Bostor r Washington, but aguite as we

An some small city of the We in a little

nthe United States |

On the con- |

| that they huave & bearing ovosiderably_

can newspaper reader is far too experienced
to buy a sheet day after day which he sees
to be falsified; and he has enough others
to resort to, #ince the competition is al-
wavs keen, and even middle sized cities
bhave three or four large daily papers.®
Our author does us but justioa when he
on the whole, tho Americdn
compared with Contiuental

adds that,
newspiaper,
Journals,
on publio guestions, notwithstanding the
statements made in moany German books
and periodicals to the contrary. It s true,
as Prof. Munsterberg testifina, that the
ordinary reader might peruse alinost any
newspaper for weeks, except just on the
eve of an election, without really knowing
whether it was Republican or Democratic,
“Now one party and then the other is
brought up for criticism, and even when
the sheet s evidently in favor of a certain
side it will print extructs from the leading
articles of opposing journals and so w-lil
depict the entire situation that the reader
can form an cpinion for himself.”

o paragraph wa come
upon a concluaive proof of the mastery
whiclh the anthor has acquired of the sub-
ject which he has undertaken to discusa
He points out that “while the newspapers

A subsequent

the yoke of party, they are the exponents
of & general set of tendencies which, in
opposition to party politics, we have called
public opinion, In other words, the papers
stand above the perties with their crudely
schematio programmes and issues, and
aspire to measure men and things acocord-
ing to their true worth.” Though ostensi-
bly of one party, an Awmerican journal will
oftet treat men of its own gide to hiting
and magnanimously extol cer-
tain of its opponents, The better political
instinots, conscientious longings for
progress and reform are appealed to; and,
if doubtful innovations are often brought
forward and praised as reforms, this is not
becauss the newspaper is the organ of a
party, but rather because it is prompted
by public sentiment, or what it supposes
to be such. The American newspaper re-
flects in its own way all the peculiarities of
public opinlon—its4 . lightheartedness, its
often nervous restlesaness, its oonserva-

and prudent traits, its optimism and
its ethical earnestneas; above all, its humor
and drastic ridicule. The cap and bells
are everywhere in evidence; nowheres is
there anything dry or pedantic. *From

sarcasm

' b
Lthe

the dextrous and Incisive leading article to |

briefest one notes the samn

the

guod
=0 characteristio of American publie opin-
T'his gemeral humorous turn makes it

jotuing
humor and playful satire which are

ion

possihla to give an individual flavor to the |

ordinary morsels of daily news, so

most

But he speaks of politics genarally |

Butany such policy has to be managed |

is extraordinarily non-partisan |

-~
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broader than the bare facts of the case,
and may concelvably add their mite to
publio opinion, Herewith has comse in a
#pecial newspaper style, a combination
of & photographioally accurate report and
the whimalcal feullleton. Thus it bappens
that the best papers editorially persuade
where they cannot dictate to their readers,
and so, apart from party politics, nourish
public opinion and create sentiment for
or against persons and legis'ative or publio
measures, while ostensibly they are merely
giving the news of the last twelve hours.”

It {8 Prof. Minsterberg’s conviution that,
| taken all in all, the Ameri~ in nreas repre-
sents worthily the energy, prosperity and
greatness ot the Amerlcan nation; *hough
at the same time, with its superficial haste,
its occasional vulgarity and chronio ex-
citability, with its lively patriotism and
| irrepressible humor, it clearly evinces the
influence of democracy. *“The better the
paper, the more conspicuous are the oriti-
cal and reflective features, while the wider
the ciroulation, the mors noticeable are the
obtrusive self-satisfaction and provincial-
ism and the characteriatic disdain of things
European.” It is not for a moment dis~
puted that the best American papers attaln
to a standard whioh in many respects .4
higher than that of the best journals of the
0ld World. “A paper like the Boston
T'ransoript will hardly find its counterpart
in the German newspaper domain; and much
good can be maid of the Herald in the same
city; of Tax S8uN, Tribune, Timea and Poat
in Naw York; of the Fagle In Brooklyn: of
the Public ILedger in Philadelphia; of the
Sun in Baltimore; the Star in Washington;
the Tribune in Chioago; the Fvening Wis-
consin in Milwaukee, and many others
which might be named. FEven small cities
like Springfleld, Mass., produce such large
and admirable papers as the Springfleld
Republican.” The assartion would be com-
monplace and unedifying if the author did
not add that “to be just, ona must admit
that the bad papers could be oondensed
into tolerably good ones by a liberal use
| of tha blue pencil, For their mistakes lie
not so much in their not having good con-
tributions as in their inclusion of cruds
and rensational material by way of spice.”

In another section of his work, namsly,
in a chapter headed *Literature,” the author
congiders American newspapers from a
striotly literary point of view. He tells
his fallow Germans that apart from news-
paper politics, and apart from the admirable
organization of the journal, considered as
an industrial entity, the newspapers of the
United States are a literary product whose
high merit is too frequently underestimated.
*To be surn, the astyle is often Lght, the
logio unsound, the information superficial.
But, taken as a whole, the newspaper has
unity and charaoter. Thousands of loose
jointed intellects crowd into journalism
every year—mora than in any other country;
but American journalism, llike the nation
as a whole, has an amazing power of assimi-
lation. Just as thousands of Ruassians and
[talians land avery year inthe rags of their
wretchedneas, and in a few years become
earnest American citizens, so many land on
the shores of American journalism who
woere not intended to be the teachers or
entertainers of mankind.” These are either
eliminated quickly, or, In the course of a
! few vears, quite assimilated. “The Ameri-
can newspapers, from Boston to San Fran-
cisoo, are aliku in gtyla and thought; and it
must be said, in spite of ' U prejndices,
that the American newspaper is certainly
¥'grature. ¥rom the Washington letter
to the sporting goseip everythirg tries in
4 way to have artistic merit, and everything
bears the stamp of Amarican literature,”
Prof. Minsterberg thinks that “in
weekly papers America has nchieved still
more. The light, fresh and direct Ameri-

field.” He adds that “the leading social
and political monthlies, like the venerable
| North American Herrew, which errs merely

} in laying too much emphasis on the names |

| of ita well known contributors, are quite up
‘ to the best English periodicals.®

Iv.

{ The only part of this capacious and full-
‘ freighted volume in which the author ghows
himself out of sympathy with American
‘ ideas is the chapter on *External Problems,
| in which several pages are devoted to an
! argument in favor of discarding the Monroa
| Doctrine, We deem it highly probable that
' nothing in the German edition of the work
gave more pleasure to its German audience.
{ Even in the United States, the author'a
views upon the subject will ba read with
" respect and interest (though not, we think,
L ]
wall wisher. Prof. MQnsterberg under-
takea to demonstrate that the two funda-
| mental motives which prompted the enun-
ciation of the Monroa Doctrine have
[ long since ceased to exist. 1t Is pointed
out that the original contrast bLetween
Europe as a land of tyranny and America as
a Democratie fres soil no longer holds, On
the one hand, all countries of westorn and
central Europe now enjoy popular repre-
gentation, while, on the other, the Latin
republics of South and Central America,
with tha exception of Chile and the Argen-
tine Republic, are absurd travesties of
| freedom and democracy. *“The- conditions
which exist in Venezuela and Colombia
are pretty well known. In those so-called
commonwealths, about one-tenth of the
population eonsists of highly cultivated
people of pure or nearly pure Spanish
| descent, who take no part in politics, and
| suffer under shameless administrative mis-
| rule; some eight-tenths are a barmiess and
ignorant proletariat of partly Spanish,
but mainly Indian descent—peopla who
have no political interests, and who are
afraid of the men in power; the reqnaining
tenth, which is of mougrel Spanish, Indian
sud negro blood, holds in it hand the so-
called republican government, and keeps
| jtself in power by every conceiyvable device
| of extortion and deception, from time to
| time splitting itself up into parties which
throw the whoele country into an uproar
merely for the personal advautage of party
leaders.® Our author asserts—though we are
not inclined to accept the assertion without
qualification—that “even in America there
is no longer a political backwoodsman who
supposes that a republic, like what the
| founders of the Unitad States had in mind,
| can ever be mace out of such material; and
| when, in apite of this, as in the negro ques-
‘ tion, some ong gels up at the decisive mo-
| ment of every discussion and tries to con-
| jure with the Declaration of Independence,
’ aven such an appeal now often misses its

effect, Since the Americans have gone
into the Philippines, they can no longer
bold it an axiom that every Governmeat
must be justified by the assent of the gove
erned. People have learned to under
stand that the right of self-government
must be earned, and is deserved only as the
| reward of bard work: that nations which
| have not yet grown to be orderly and peace-

able need education like children who are |
not yet of age, and do not know what is

good for them. To say that the pitiable
citizen of a corrupt South re-
public is freer than the citizens of England
France or Germany, would be ridiculous;
to protect the anarchy of these countries
against the introduction of some European
| political system is at the presant time not
La moral obligation, surely, which the Amer-

A merican

the |

can style there finds its most congenial |

with assent) as being those of a sincere |

!
| can Republio
! perforny.”
| Turning to the othsr motive which im~
i pelled Preaident Monros to formulate the
dootrine associated with his name, namely,
the security and peaceful {solation of the
United States on the Westarn Hemisphere,
Prof. Minsterberg contends that to-day
it has not the alightest validity, but on the
contrary it {s & superstitious faith in this
doctrine that, conceivably, might endanger
the peace of the country. It is conceded
that this assertion ig true cnly in ¢~ far as
the doctrine applies to Sonth Amerioa: it
{ ie not applicable to Central America, under

‘ which goograph cal term we sippose the |

ormprehend the Isthmos of
<he n~i hborine ecoasts of
“It would, in-

euthor (o
Fanama and
| Colombla and Venezuela

to allow, say, Cuba, in passing from Spanish
hands, to come into the possession of
another European nation. In faot, no part
of Central Amearica could become the seat
of new European oolonies without soon
becoming a seat of war. The construo-
tion of a canal across the Isthmus will con-
firm and assure the moral and political
leadership of the United States throughout
Central America and the Antilles.” Prof.
Minsterbarg holds, howaver, that as regards
the major part of S8outh America the situa-
tion is entirely diffarent. “The Americans
are too apt to forget that FEurope is much
nearer to the United States than is, for
inastanos, the Argentine Republio, and that
if one wants to go from New York to Buenos
Ayres the quickeat route is by way of
Europe.” Moreover, “the United States

courss or aympathy with the Latin-Ameri- |
can republios, A Furopean Power adjoins
the United States on the north from the
Atlantio to the Paciflo Ocean; yet the fact
that England, at one time their greatest
enemy, abuts along this whole border
has never threatened the peace of the
Unitad States.® Why, then,ehould {t be pre-
sumsad that a catastrophe would ba threat-
enad if England, or Italy, or Holland, or
(Germany, should get hold of a pieos” of
land far away in South Amarica, in pay-
ment of debta, or to insure the safety of
misused colonies? OQur author goes on to
argue that, so long as the United States
wers small and woak, the exaggeratad
dread of unknown developments was in-
talligible; but, now that the country ls
large apd strong, and the supposed
ocontrasts betwsen the Old and New Worlds
no longer exist, seeing that the United States
{s much more nearly like the oountries of
central and western Europe than it is like
South American republics, any argument for
the Monroe Doctrine on the ground of fear
or misgiving is downright hysterical.

The strongest point made by the author is,
not that the motives which first led to the
Monros Dootrine have been thorn of their
original potency by the course of events,

| States now demand that the moribund
i doctrine shall be definitely repudiated.

“It was never doubted that the exclusion of
| the Old World countriea from the new Ameri-

can continents was only the corollary from
f a preinise, to the eflect that the Americans
l themselves proposed to confine their po-

litical interests to their own continent.
That was a wise policy in the timesof Wash-
ington and Monros, and whether or not it
would have been wise in the time of
Melliniwy, it wus in any case at that time
thrown over. The Americans have united
with the European forces to do battls in
(Lina; they have expaoded their own do-
main toward Asia; they have sent men of
war to Europe on political missions; in short,
| the Americans have for years been extend-

{ ing their political influence around the

world, and Secretary Hay has for a long
| time played an influential part in the Euro-
pean concert of Powers. The United Btates
have too often defended their Monroe claim
on the ground of their own aloofness from
these Powers to feel justified in urging
| the claim when they no longer do keep
aloof.”

Prof. Minsterberg urges upon our at-
tention another no less important consid-
eration. He challenges denial of his asser-
tion that the real interest of the United
States with regard to most of South Amerioa |

as far as possible; chat itsa enormous natural |
resources shal be turned to acoount, and
that, out of a continent, become prosperous
industrially and commercially, in.pnrfnnr]
trade advantages shall accrue to the United |
Statea, He submits that thia is possible
only by the establishment of order there
—the instant termination of anarchy. His
contention is that as Jong as the Monroe
Doctrine is upheld the miscrable and im-
politio stagnation of that vast continent
can never be bettered, sinoe all the con-
soquences of the dootrine work in just
the opposite direction. *[t is sufficiently
olear that progress will not be made until
fresh, healthy, enterprising forces come
in from outaide; but now, #0 soon as an
Englishman or German or other European
undertakes to earn hia livelihood there, he
ia at onca exposed to the shameless ex- |
tortion and other chicanery of the so called

Governments. And when FEuropean capi-

tal wishes to help the davelopment of these

countries, it receives absolutely no pro- |
taction ngainst their wretched politicians. {
And all thia ia merely because the chartered |
rasoals in power know that they can kil
and steal with impunity, so long as the
sacrad Monroa Doctrine is thers, like an
enchanted wall, between them and the
mother oountries of their victims; they
know only too well that no evil can come |
to them, eince the atatesmen at Washing- |
ton are bound down to a prejudics and
required scrupulously to protect every hair

on their precious heads. All this preventa ‘
any infusion of good blood from ¢oming
{nto these oountriss, and so abandous the
land entirely to the indolenos of ita in- |
habitants, The conditions would be eco-

nomically sounder, in almost every part of |
Bouth America, if more immigrants came
{n, and more especially If those that came
sould take a larger part in the Govern~
monts.*

Our author himself acknowledges that |
the force of his objections to th& Monroe
Dootrine would be impaired ¥ not ex- |
tinguished, by such a corollary as that pro- |
| potinded by President. Rosesvelt in his let-
tor which was read at the Cuban dinner,
and whiob has sinos excited so much mis- |
giving trroughoud latin America, It
would be, he admits, “somewhat different |
if the United States were to recognize, as a
| consoquence of the Monroe Doctrine,  its
own responsibility for the public adminis~ |
tration of these countries, for their debts
an” for whatever crimea they commit;
in uther words, if the United btates were |
virtually to annex BSouth America.”™ At
the tima when this book was written the |
author could say with truth that appar- |
! ently there was no thought of assuming
such au attitude on the part of the Roose-

velt dministration.

A
. 5 !
Wo pit=s that section of the work
which treats of the American spirit of self-

impitiative s n o | in onr economie de-

velopment and exempitti »4 in our aconomin
I'.[..MH-H . that
would rather see what the author has
about our national spirit of self-
| ness, especially as this is shown in the self- |

We imagine onr readers

1o say
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| deed, ba impossible for the United States }
|
1

have really very little industrial intnr-g

noed 'esl itaclf called on to Ihnm'uon of American women and in

:
B ol

'undn- tal dismgard of titles and orders

| arlatocratio tendencies {mputed to Amerl-

but that the highest interesta of the United |

is solely that the land shall be developed |

——d

can *society,” in the narrow sanse of the
word, Prof, Minsterberg points out that
the European visitor who expects to witness
fn the New World the horrors of upstart
equality ls quickly reassured. He finds
that even in New York social classes are
niocely distinguished: no workstained . over-
alls are found where a frock ooat is in order.
It is but a short distance from the luxury
of Fifth avenus to miserable tenement dis-
tricta; an abrupt social continst is thus pre-
sented in all itz Old World sharpness and
hardness. If, then, the newcomer in sur-
prise turna for Information to those who
know the Ualted States, lite questions will
be ¢ fNerently answered by different per-
sons, The average citizen will try to save
his country's reputation for equality. Un-
questionably, he will say, equality riles in
America—aquality before the law and equal-
ity of political rights. Of course, this sort
of equality exists in moat European coun-
trims also, The citizen of a less typlcal
habit of mind may reply, with the wink of
the thoughtful American, that there is no
more equality in America than in Europe.
Our author holds that both replies are false,
or, at least, fail to touch the root of the
matter, Of course, ona can no longer
speak of an aquality of wealth or means of
enjoyment in*the Unitad States—an ap-
proach to which was noted by De Tocque-
ville—nor yet, in spite of occasional claims to
the contrary, of an equal opportunity for
education. It is neverthelesa pronounced
a mistake to assume on this account that the
spirit of equality is to be encountered only
in judicial and political spheres. “There is

another, a mocial equality, of which most |

Americans are not conscious, becausa they
do not know, and ean hardly imagine, what
life would be without such equality; they do
not meditate on social equality, becuuse,
unlika political or legal equality, it is not
capable of abstract formulation. The
American first becomes aware of it after
living some tima in Europe, and the Euro-
pean grasps the idea only after a serious
study of American life.”

Our author is &t soms pains to explain
what to his German readers must have
looked like a paradox. He perceives it
to be doubtful whether a Furopean can

fully appreciate an American's social point |

of view, because the former is too apt to
distort the idea of equality into an ethical
one. The American, on the other hand,
“‘presupposes, as a matter of courss, that
the citizens of the United States are socially
equal, whether they live in the White Housa
or work in a coal mine: and this point of
view {8 not dependent on any ethical theory,
but is itself the basis of such a theory.”
The American constructs a morality of
comradeship which {s as far from the moral-
ity of submission as it i& from that of lord-
ship; which is unlike elther the morality
of the pietists, founded on the religious
assumption of immortality, or the morality
of Nletzache, based on biological exigenciea.
The morality of ocomradeship {s based
entirely on the American conoeption of
society.- In the United Btates “the funda-
mental feeling is that the whole interplay
of social forees will have no meaning, and
gsocinl ambition and muccess will yield no
pleasure, if it be not clearly understood
that every other member of tha social
community is eqnal to oneself, and has the
absolute right to make pueh a claim of
equality.®* The eriminal, indeed, and the
man desti‘u*> of honor have fu ¥ ted
that right; they are practically eac udea
froe the Arherioan comrunity, and cat onf
from the social game, On the other hand,
“distinctions of position, of education, of
heredity and of property, have nothing to
do with this right.® Those who stilve for
social success in America must take for
granted at the outeet that all men and
women are comrades, participating in the
various labors of the great gay world,
with mutual approval and mutual esteems;

| and they must show that they believe this

by their action. Paasing from generalities
to particulars, Prof. Milnsterberg says that
*a stranger first noticea the perfect confi-
dence with which evervbody goes about
his business, without feeling oppressed by
those above, or exalted by those beneath
him. Them is no condescension to those
beneath, nor servililty to those above., In
every social situation the typical American
feels himself self-assured and equal; he is
gimply master of himself, polite but frank,
reserved but alwavs kind., He detests
patronage and condercension as much as
wervility and obsequiousness. For oon-
descension emphasizes a difference In the
rank, and presumes to challenge a possible
forgetting of this difference, by suggesting
that both the persons do recognize the dis-
tinction as intrinsie. A man who asserts
hig true equality, and expects in
other honorable man the same relf-pesor-
tion, wscarcely understands how purely
technical differences of social position can
affect the inner relations of man to man.”
A remarkable power of observation will
be recognized by Americans In a subsequent
statement by the author. “Envy," he says,
*was not planted in the American soul,
Fnvy (properly defined) is not directed at
the possession, but at the possessor; and
therefore acknowledges by implication that
the posseseor s mades better by what he
owns.®" No such acknowledgment is im-
putable to an American. Envy is psycho-
logically incompatible with his self-assertive-
ness. *A person who asserts himself strains
avery nerve to improve his own condition,

every

! but never envies those who aremore favored.,

Fnvy would be to him as great a degrada-
tion me pure sarvility. Undoubtedly Lere is
one of thejmost effective checks to socialism,

| Socialism may not spring directly from

envy, but a people given to anvy are very
ready to listen to msociallsm. In America
socialiam remalns a foreign cult, which is
preached to deaf ears. A man who feels
himeelf inferior, and who envies his
wealthice fellows, would be glad to bring
about an artificial equality by equalizing
ownership: whereas the man who accounts
himself equal to every one else is ready

|
|

to concede the external inequality which |

Jends fresh impetus and courageous en-
deavor to his existence; and this the more
as the accumulation of capital becomes
an obviously technical matter, not unmedi=
ately contributory to the enjoyment of
lifa. The billionalre enjova no more thaa
the millionaira, but merely works with a
more complicated and powerful apparatus.®
Prof. MOnsterberg finds thoroughly char-
aoteristio the customary tokens of greeting
in the United States. Certainly they are
sharply distinguished from German con-
ventionalities. “An American doffs his
hat to ladies out of mepact to the sex; but
men meet ons another without that for-
mality; and the finer differenoces in the nod
of the bead, expression of the eves and
movement of the hat {ndicate the degree of

personal familiarity and Jiking, but not |

of mocial position. Positlon is something
technteal, professional and exlernal, which
is not in gquestion when two Americana meet
on the street. They greet because they
know each other, and in this mutual relation
of personal acqualntance they are merelv

equal 1 i being=, and not tha re(re-
sentatives of professional or social graie

g z

I'he carefn) German adjustment of the ar

throngh which the hat is carried. and of
the gle ta which the body bend +-dlef

B i g of »¢ Ix oy

sinke he Aanerican o onsensicul Ihe

{s, of course, closely connected with such &
feoling.*

We would Invite the reader’s attention to
another profound remark. The author
sess that out of the American feeling of
squality spring far reaching duties. The
typical American asserts himsalf to be
equal to all others who are worthy of es-
teem: he therefore feels that hs must
recognize for himself all the duties which
those who are rivher, more educated and
more influentia) impcse upon themeelves.
In short, ne must behave like a gentle-
man. *“The motto, which ocertainly has
nothing to do with religion, is noblease
oblige, but the nobility which imposes an
obligation consists in being a citizen of
America, and as suoh, subordinate to no
man. The duties which acerue, however,
are quite similar to religious obligations.
The gentleman requires of himself self-
control and social disciplingé.” Thus it
comes about that the European visitor
finds in the United States a sexual purity
whioh i{s not known on the Continent: *One
may st in jovial men's society after din-
ner, with cigars around the fireplace, a
hundred times without ever hearing an
unclean story; and, if a young fellow tried
to boast to his friends of hils amorous ad-
ventures in the European manner, he would
be enubbed. Nowhere in the world is a
young girl so safe in the protection of a
young man.” The relation of one man to
his naighbor is ecorrespondingly upright.
The spirit of self-assertion educates to
politeness, helpfulness, good nature and

magnanimity. Furopean books on America |

are fond of saying that the fundamental
principle of Amaerican life is “Help your-
gelf.” Our author has observeu that the
motto is thoroughly misleading, if it be
{aken to mean that every one must help
hirmnself bacauss his neighbor will not help
him. “A readiness to help in every way ls
one of tha most markad traits of the Ameri-
¢an, from the superficial courtesy to the
noblest self-sacrifica, ® ¢ ¢ Thereadiness
of the American to give to good purposes
ia the more impressive the closer one looks.
From a distance ane sees gifta of millions of
dollars which less impress one; everybody
knows that men like Carnegie and Rocke-
fellor make no saqrifices {n eontributing
sums even in seven flgures. But the per-
son who is nearer thé soens observes that

| there {3 also the widow's mite, and that ths

weall to do middle class often gives away a
proportion of its income that seems almost
too large mccording to European idmals.
Vanity bardly figures at all; the largest
gifta are often anonymous and unheard of
by the newspapers.®

We must refer the readsr to the book
{tsalf for the best chapter in it, that which
depicta the American woman. Never has
a more discriminating and graceful tribute
been paid to her. When one reads this
chapter—indeed, thes same thing may be
sald of the whole work—one can under-
stand the author's reluctance to set before
us a translation made with his own hands,
leat the praiss bestowed on us should seem
excessive. Under the olrcumstances, how-
ever, not tha faintest doubt can be cast on
his sincerity. Tha book, as we began with
pointing out, was made exclusively for
Germans, and it is not to the author, but
to another, that we are indebted for the
English version. M. W. H.

Afrioa ¥rom South te Morth,

An admirabls pleon of tharough, useful,
gaographical e-ploration s racorded in
Major A. St. H. Gibhons's “Africa From
South teo North Through Marotseland,”
two volumes (Joho Lane, the Bodley Head),
It is the saientifio survey of Marotseland,
the careful exploration  of the Zambesi
and its souress that give the chief value to
the book, though the journey through (he
continent may appeal more to the popular
fanoy.

It is not the Africa of Livingstons, not
even the Africa of Stanley, that Major
Gibbons had to deal with. Even in the
reiion whaere he was able to make fmport-
ant discoveries, he was annoyed and ham-
pered by savages who knew about Bulu-
wonyo and prices there and who wore the
castoff garments of civilization. The prin-
cipal ohief of the land, Lewanika, had
made the journey to England and had been
lionized in London. There waa plenty of
savagery left, and particularly the lack of
menns of transportation and of subsistence,
to make travel arduous in the extreme, as
is likely to be the case in interior Africa for
many years Lo come, but the experiences
even now are not wholly thosa of pioneers
and discoverers.

The journey north to Khartum, on the
other hand, is rather a manifestation of
the hold Europe has now on the dark con.
tinent, than of dangerous adventures,
Thers weres gaps, to be sure, long and
oritical ones, but from the time Major
Gibhona left Lawanika's land he was always
within reach, though not immediate reach
of coursa, of some outposta of civilization,
whether Congo Stata, or German Fast
African, or British misslonary, or Sou-
danese stations.

The story is told directly and wmpre-
tentiously, and is accompanied by an ad-
mirnble large scale map of the Zambesi
gurveya. Its plain sincerity may not ap-
peal to the general publie, but it makes the
book the mare valuable from the sclentifio
pide, ®o that it issure to be quoted fre-
quently. The work is done so well that
it will not nead to bedone again ina hurry,
aven when the British push their railroad
over the Victoria Falls gorgs.

Major Cibbons's book has had the un-
avoideb'e misfortuns of being delayed in
publication by the Boer war. He and two
of his assistanta, one of whom was killed
at Mafeking, mushed to the front as soon as
they could get out of the wilds. The gen-
eral outline of the story was therefore
known =everal yrars befors the book oould
be prepared, and this, while in no way Im-
pairing its scientifio value, may affect
popular interest.

A strange and striking picture appears
at the end of the first volume, which closes
the Marotse survey. Four FEnglishmen
are dining togetherat Liagui, on the upper
Zambesl, planning to get to the corst and
home, Instead of holding together, scch
determines to go by himeelf, and each takes
a different point of the ocompass. Mr.
Coryndon goes south, the easiest way, to
Buluwavo and Cape Town; Capt. Hamilton
goes eant, down the Zambesi, to its mouth:
Capt, Quicke turms west to the ooast at
Benguela, while Major Gibbons starta north
for the lakes and Khartum and the Nils,

The volumes ara {llustrated by many
photograpbs, which might have been e
produced in larger form with great advan-
tage to distinetnees,

Chfidheood Minuiely Recalled.

One of the eseays in Walter Russell's
hundsome book entitled “The Age of Inno-
cence” (Dodd, Mead & Co.) begins: “Re-
member the long, happy days of summer
before you aver dreamed of being a grrm—n:
up. when each moment was full of the
countiess  joy= which nature provides for
healthfiul  youngsters vourself. Re-
mambar that diaisy fleld  don’t you remem-
ber that wonderful duisy field bevond the
stables?

P res

ihe

ntly we come to a cherry tree in

the daisy feld. A d_u;_gy partly mtcnl;yl_u A0 per gont. s e

" JANUARY 15, 1905.

i
i
|

ea—

—

a robin lUes under the tres. A solcitoud
parent has instruotad us not to touch any
cherries, but we plok this ons up. The
essay continues:

“1t muat be ripe, olse the robin would not
have eaten one alde out of it, You nibble
tha other side. Oh, how lucious! My,
that's ripe!’ you exolaim; and then, some-
how, you find yourself on the fence reaching
for more, and thinking, thinking, way
back in your head somewhere, that mother
would not have forbidden you eating them
if she had only known how ripe they really
ware—on this tree especially-—end just on
this especiu! branch.”

The eseay does not allow evi M to"go nne
punished. You are disturbed “by a shou
from your brothers and sister, who, pro-
vokingly, happen alongat this moment and
taunting/y remark: ‘Ah, ha, mistersneaky.
you just wait till mother knows what you
are doing and then see what'll happen to
you—u—u. You just wait.'"

8o much is but a slight indication of the
joys and terrors of the daisy field, but we
will pass on to the old barn. Of this mem-
orable resort the essayist says: “Without
any exception whatever the old barn la as
good a plane to have fun in as uny place
you ever knew. You could go thers any
time, even when it rained, if you would
only remember the rules that mother bad
mada.”

Mother had a comprehensive sys. Ehe
knew the dangers of the old barn as well
as the dangers of the daisy fleld. We
read along: “First and foremost, you must
never use a pitchfork in any way. and yon
must always see if any were sticking in the
hay; if so, you must put them in a certain
place, prongs downward. Then you must
search the hay for hens’ eggs, for a few of
the hens always lay their eggs in the hay.
Then you must not climb to the high beama
in any part of the barn that didnot have hay
under them, for Johnny Litchfield did it and
fell on a hay cutter and broke his arm
Then, let us see—oh, yes, you are not to
hide in the cowshed part of the harn when
you play hide-and-seek.”

The game of hide and senk {s considerad
with much detail in the essay on the old
barn. We must pass it by, likewise what
is sald about tha peat meadow, the brook,
the camp fire, the ewimming hole and the
frog pond. The snow battle we must aleo
pass by, save only the very end. At tha
last:

“Harvey throws his hat high in the alr
and shouts, “Three cheers, threa chears
and a tiger for Gen. Ted!'

S ‘Onel’

* "Aurrah

* Two!’

* ‘Hurrah!"

- ﬂrhm:.

*‘Hurrah! Ti-l-g-e-r-r-ri**

It will be seen that the book is very falth-
ful to the realistio idea. Tt ia {llustrated
by the author with many charming pictures
of children. It is dedicated to the younger
children of President Roosevelt, and Ethel
and Archie Roosevelt are piotured in a col-
ored frontispiece.

The Bible as Literature,

Times have changed in the Massachusetta
Bay oolony. What would the Pilgrim
Fathers have said, or their Puritan brothers
of Boston, of the publication in the three-
hillad town of the Bible, not as inspired
revelation, but as a specimen of English
literature, and from a press called after that
seat of all abominations the Merry Mount
of Thomas Morton? It is enough to makn
Cotton Mather rise from his grave, whers
he must have been restless enough sinoe
his own Harvard College began 'a courss on
the Bibla simply as good English.

It is a splendid edition of the King
James version that comes to us from the
R. H. Hinkley Company, Boston, in four-
teen stately volumes, admirably printed
and handsomely bound in oakwood covers
and pigskin baoks. It is the work of D. B.
Updike at the Merrymount Preas, and the
page is as beautiful as any we have seen,
olvar black type, liberal spacing and lead-
ing and margin, It is not in the shape to
which - we are aocustomed, for marked
changes have been made in the traditional
arrangement for the sake of literary clear-
ness,

In the firat place, the numbering of chap-
ters and verses has been abandoned, mal-
ing reference acoording to established
usage imposaible. The chaptars are separ-
ated, but not obtrmsively, and a system of
paragraphs aocording to the sense is em-
ployed. Next, the marking out of worda
interpolated in the translation by the use
of italics is given up, and they appear as
integral parts of the narrative. Finally,
thiosa parta of the Bible narrative that are
oonsidered to be poetry are printed in
broken lines like poetry. The result is
a pago as unlike the familiar page of the
Bible aa ia possible, though the words are
thosa of the greatest of all English taxta
the King Jamea Bible. The publishers go
too far, perbaps, when they say: “It is
because the Bible has never been printed
in an intelligent way that the reading of
it is a task, when it ought to be a delight. *
The reading of the familiar worde in this
form oertainly gives novelty to them.

1t is n great merit of this edition that it
oontains no word of cornment, no word of
explanation. It is merely the text of 1611
in a new typographicalarrangement. The
first nine volumes contain the books of the
0ld Testament, volumes X. and X1., the Old
Testament apooryphal books, and the last
three volumes the New Testament. The

— |

| one fault we have to find with the edition is

| little regard for religious feeling.

| minous produet it bas 6 Lot 1o «ps

that it has illustrations. These are etoh-
ings from paintings, and scem salected wi b
It is
likely that even if only great mastarpieces
had been chosen they would bave seemed
equally trivial, for it would need artistic
work of a very high order to match the
dignity of the typography and the make-up
of this edition.

Fourteen volumes octavo may seem
many. They are not too many, howsever,
even from the purely literary point of view,
for the book that has impressed itssl{ on
the English language more strongly than ail
the resat of its literature put together

Muskallonge Kept Channel Open.

Woodruff correapondence 8t PawlDhapateh,

What bas been regarded ae a peculiar
phenomenon of nature was explained to-day
Ever ainoe Hico Lake was frozen over it has
been noticed thut a narrow channel was al-
ways open st the entranoe to the thorough
fam legding into Alder lake

.Tom Miller early this moming notioed
that a thin coating of ice had formed during
the night. While looking at it he was aston
ished to ser & hig muskallonge start from
the eart shore and, acting for all the worla
like a tug backing heavy ice, bronk its was
to thw other shore. Reaching that, the big
tish, which, asccording to Miller, must have
welghed seventy-five pounds, swarted back
trimming up the rough edges of the channel
Vv, MUler savs it was the wost remarkabis
Ly hes aver witnessed,

How a Load of Coal ﬁhl;inkl

From the Dea Moines Register cnd [wader

“You cannot realize the wmount of oo
stolon from 4 radrond train in ane {ourr
of ten miles,” sald Special Agent (s
Moberly, Mo “Every town along the
road hasa number of rasidents who tiun
because the rallroad carrias a lot

S8

one of them, with sack, wagon, basis

all kinds af receptacies, pile into the

ind take what they wam [oe trainuies
have a ranning fight every winter with coal
thieves, No sooner do they et rid of thoss
from one town than they are in the next and
a new ot plle on. The shrinliage of 4 car o)
conl in a4 100 mile haul {5 sorielimes pe high
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