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Mr. Raines and Governor Higgins,

Senator JoHN RAINES, speaking of the
refusal of the Republicans to repcal the
tax on savings bank surplus as demanded
by the Republican State platform and
(iovernor H10GIN8'8 first message to the
Legislature, says:

“ The platform stated that If any tax was in-
rquitable It would be the purpose of the Republican
party 1o make It equitable, and especially 1f the tax
Affecsad the savings of the people. | have no doubt
that the Governor, when he sapoke during the cam-
palgs tor the repeal of this tax, did what be thought
was right

The Governor did his part by recommending
to the Legls!sture that the tax be repealed.  But the
eitustion Is that until we have the revenue sufficlent
for carriifg on the Gaveranment we should not

repeal any taY measures.

“enator RAINES in his explanation fails
to gtate that at the time the Republican
State platform concerning this savings
hank surplus tax was adopted, at the
time Governor Hiaoine made his cam-
prign specches, and at the time the Gov-
erngr rent in his message insisting upon
ithe repeal of the tax, all were thoroughly

conversant with the faet that the Odell |

syetern of indirect taxation had failed
utterly to give the State adequate and
NeCessATrY revente.

Senator RAINES also fails to add to his
words, “the Governor did his part by
recommending te the Legislature that
the tax be repealed,” a statement of the
fact that Governor HraGins did not hesi-
tate recently to send for Republican
Senators recalcitrant as to the gas investi-
gation and to whip them into line for the
investigation.

Senator RAINES should remember that
it is this lJamentable absence of concern
for avowed political professions and this
disregard for public utterances which
demonstrate a lack of political sagacity
which can have but one result.

Compost and Politics.

The Hon. ANDREW P. R1VES of Spring-
vale, Ga., got this letter:

“ DeAR Ma. Rives: Do you think It advisahle
for J. Pors BROWN 1o run for Governor of Georgla
nexg time?! Please answer. Yours truly,

¥ *W. D. HAMMACEK."

The answer is to be read in the Macon
Telegraph:

“MY DearR WILLIAM 1 am not lnterested In
polities this year. Do you think 300 pounds of
compost put under cotton st planting time, and
30 pounds of complete guano at layiog by time, '
will make a bale to the acre'! Please answer,
Yours, AP Rives.*

A symbolical and representative let-
ter. The country is full of eitizens who

———

parties to assist the other in the event
of an attack by more than one great
Power. Whether a coalition so strictly
limited would prove of much advantage
| to England is less clear, for it is improb-
able that France or Germany would take
part with Russia in an invasion of India.
In their mercantile marines and in their
colonial possessions those Powers have
given hostages to fortune. Their united
naval force would probably succumb to
the sea power of Gireat Britain, and it
certainly would prove unable to cope
with the British and Japanese fleets com-
bined. We may assume, then, that only
from Russia need British India appre-
hend an attack. Such an attack, how-
ever, might prove very formidable if the
Calcutta Government had to face single-
handed such a tremendous demonstra-
tion of force as we now know on official
authority that Russia made in Manchuria.
According to the figures published by
the St. Petersburg War Office, the Sibe-
rian railroad transported to the scene of
hostilities during the thirteen months
following the outbreak of the war no
fewer than 774,000 soldiers and officers,
who, added to the troops previously gar-
risoning Port Arthur and Vladivostok,
or guarding the Manchurian railways,
must have made up an aggregate ex-
ceading 860,000 men.

Now, India is much nearer European
Russia than is Manchuria, and, more-
over, it is accessible by two lines of rail-
way—one from the Caucasus and the
other from Tashkent. It would there-
| fore be relatively easy for Russia, pro-
vided her pecuniary resources weroe
equal to the task, to place nearly a million
soldiers on the frontier of British India.
| To cope with such a stupendous army
| would probably be beyond the power of
the Calcutta Government, even if it could
be guaraateed, as it could not be, against
an insurrection on the part of its sub-
jects. Could it,on the other hand, de-
pend upon securing the services of two |
or three hundred thousand Japanese, it
would have absolutely nothing to fear
from Ruseia, and could at will extend
its sphere of influence northward over
Tibet and westward over Persia.

From a commercial as well as an impe-
rial point of view the British Govern-
ment might profit by a permanent com-
bination with Japan. Thenceforth the
two allies would be aseured of complete
ascendency at Pekin, to the exclusion of
Russian, French and German influence.
Fruitless would be any effort of Germany
to oust Great Britain from preponderance
in the valley of the Yangtse-kiang, or
even to monopolize the exploitation of
the province of Shantung. In a word,
Great Britain and Japan between them
might become ultimately suzerains of
China ane practically lords of Asia.

To such a combination the objection
has been raised that Great Britain would
betray the white race by accepting a per-
manent alliance with a Mongolian people.
Those who favor the project answer that
it would be no more reprehensible for
Great Britain to employ Japanese sol-
diers in India than it is for Russia to enlist
Turcomans and other natives of Central
Asia under her flag, or than it was for
France to use Arabs and Kabyles from
Algeria in her last war with Germany.
The Japanese at least are civilized,
whereas the Central Asiatic and native
Algerian levies are barbarians.

The Partners and the Mouser,

are not interested in politics this year;
and to them the proper elements of a
compost or the best flies for trout are |
A matter more momentous than even |
Jeffersonian dinners or Jor BaBcockK of
the Republican national committee,

Make money and don’t borrow trouble. | missioner LESTER F. STEARNS were part-
P ————— | ners ir a scheme which forbade the city
| of Dunkirk to build on its own land |

Will Great Britaln and Japan Co-

operate In Asia? 1

According to a well informed corre-
spondent of a London newspaper at
Tokio. the Mikado's advisers, assuming
that the close of the present war is not
distant, and that it behooves them to
inquire how they are to keep the foot-
hold acquired by them on the mainland,
are considering the expediency of trans-
forming the present limited alliance be-
tween Great Britain and Japan into a
permanent coalition for the furtherance
of their respective interests on the Asi-
atiec Contin®nt

The events of the last ten years have
taught the Japanese that unless they
can rely upon the British fleet to avert
a hostile demonstration on the part of
several great naval Powers they are
doomed to remain cooped up within the
contracted bounds of an empire purely
insular. Had Lord ROSEBERY been will-
ing in the early part of 1585 to assume
the friendly position which has been
taken by the Unionist Government, the
Japanese would have defied the joint
interposition of Russia, France and Ger-
many, by which they were constrained
to retrocede the Liaotung peninsula,
which was the most precious fruit of
their victory over China. As it was, the
immense naval preponderance of the
three intervening Powers made submis-

unayoidable.
is equally plain that but for the
limited alliance concluded with Great
Britgin, which assured him against inter-
fefence on the part of Germany and
France, the Mikado never would have
veptured to enter upon a war with Russia
inFabruary, 1004, The friendship of Great
thin will be, for a long time to come,
a8 indispensable to Japan as it has been
during the present contest. Not until a
part of its subjects have been per-
ently transplanted to Corea and Man-
churia can the Tokio Government afford
to see water communications between
the Asiatic mainland and the Island

Empire interrupted for a considerable

period. The knowledge that the British

fleet could always be relied upon to safe-
guard them against attack by more than

::.nlvll Power would justify the Japa-

in hoping to transform gradually
during the current century their country
from an insular into a continental State.

Buch a transformation is necessary not

only to afford a wider horizon for Japa-

nese ambition, but in order to allay the
pressire of population on the means of

«ubsistence.

Patent, indeed, is the benefit that

memm.mah

The testimony of the Hon. TRUMAXN C.
WHITE before the Hooker Assembly Com-
mittee on Investigation discloses clearly
that he is an upright and honorable man,

ited alliance that should bind each of the |

| polite and careful throng with deep in-

| and must be memorable always, to lovers

a bulwark of the bench of the State, and
that Justice HOOKER and State Tax Com- |

because it would shut off light from |
the building owned by HoOKER and
STEARNS, which they had leased to the |
Post Office Department at a largely in-
creased rental. \

Justice WHITE'S testimony alone is |
sufficient to warrant the retirement of
HookEg and STEARNS to the quietest of
quiet lives. By the way, what has be-
come of the investigation of STEARNS
which the New York Tribune declared |
three years ago that Governor ODELL
ghould and doubtless would proceed to
make at that time?

And ArTHUR C. WADE, whom Justice
| WHITE refers to in his testimony, why,
| he appears to have been the Mouser for
l the Partners.

An Elevated Vision.

When a brutal elevated railway track-
walker kicked a dog from the structure
to the street, the patrons of the line who
witnessed the outrage were filled with
righteous indignation. They even at-
tempted to throw the trackwalker over
the rail after the animal. Great was
the virtue with which men and women
denounced the cowardly, cruel act, and
every bosom filled with pride over the
spontaneous display of kindness and
humane feelings. A policeman led the
offending trackwalker to the street.
The miscreant ghould have been taken
before a City Magistrate to be insulted,

As the next train stopped at the plat-
form the waiting men and women stepped
forward to board it. Each man looked
about him to see whether any woman or
child or feeble person was near him.
Those who perceived weaker persons
trying to get aboard politaly made way
for them, standing back from the car
gates that there might be no crushing
or discomfort. Women and children
entered the cars first, and took the va-
cant seats. After them came the older
men, to whom the juniors respectfully
yielded precedence. An athletic young
man, seeing an elderly man accompaniad
by a small child, offered his assistance,
and aided the two to enter the car. Last
of all the youngest men and boya passed
through the gates.

Unfortunately, there was no seat vacant
in the car for one of the old gentlemen
who had been waiting on the platform.
All but one of the seats were occupied
by women or old and infirm men. In
this one seat sat a man, apparently of
middle age, and of rough and forbidding
appearance. The citizens who had pun-
ished the trackwalker were quick to
understand the situation. One of them

| cago tailors red “neckties” go with gray

! dence Journal and Eastern “sartorial cir-
cles” generally, to the Hon. Bati House

.
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advanced to the seated man and spoke
in a low voice to him.

“Sir," said he, *“you are evidently a |

stranger in our city, Were you a resi-
dent of New York you would not remain
seated while yonder venera and
feeble gentleman stands. We do not
do such things. I am sure you must
understand that it is necessary you

should arise and allow him to take the ]

soat you now have.”

|
The stranger, much abashed, stood

up immediately. Politely doffing his
hat, he offered his seat to the old gentle-
man. Then he turned to the man who
had spoken to him.

“I thank you, sir,” he said. “I am
indeed a stranger in your fair city, and
unacquainted with its customs. You
have taught me a needed lesson, for
which I thank you.”

As the train went down town similar
acenes were enacted at each station.

The men treated the women with the ;

utmost oconaideration, and among the
women the young and strong contended
with one anether for the pleasure of
giving up their seats to older women,
cripples, mothers with babiea and those
who seemed feeble or wearied.

When the train stopped at the terminal
station there was no unseemly rush to
leave the cars. Fach passenger de-
parted quietly and with instinctive pre-
cision of movement. There was no
crowding. So thoughtful and so or-
derly was everybody that the dainty
gowns of the women were not rumpled
or even slightly disarranged as the cars
emptied. The stranger who had acted
in guch an ill-bred manner watched the

terest. Fven he, beneath his unpolished
exterior, had a kindly human heart.
“It is splendid, splendid!” he said.

Great Art Week in Chicago.

In Chicago every week is art week;
vet last week there was especially dear,

and students of the beautiful and of
decorative art. It is our happy task
to pick up a few of the many precious
and fruitful words scattered.

“The chief feature of the year,” said
Miss ErLizaBeTH A. C. WHITE at the
National Dressmakers’ Association, “is
the elimination of the diaphragm.”
It might be thought that the diaphragm
would be missed, and it has done good
service in its time, but since it must
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frauded his employer and slandered his
fellow offivers.

The Annapolis training, usually so suc- '
| ceasful, failed utterly to make an officer |
| and a gentléeman out of the raw material |
contained in Mivtroy W. ARROWOOD.

! We have recaived from Mr. WILLIAM

| Cuvacn Ossony the following letter re-
| ferring to a political note whiok appeared
in THE Sux on Bunday of last wesk:

“To TRE Forror or THE SuN -Sir: My aiten
tion has fupt been called 10 an article In your Issue
of March 19, lu which 1t is stated that during the
[ Mayorally campalgn of 1808 my name was signed

10 a elrcular which declared that (f Mr. McCULELLAN
waa clected Mayor of New York city he would be
the * progector of the prastitute and the brotbel.'
’ This is simply a fabrication. Without comment.

ing on the general lnsccuracies of your article, 1
beg 10 say that the only elrcular that | know of
hearing my name dgring the munieipal campalgn
In 1908 was published In Tue SUN of Nov. §, 1003,
This contained no such statement as that which
your article places In quotatiop marks. It re-’
ferred to the general features of the elecilon and
was issued over the names of Messrs. Cani SCHURZ,
Jacom A, Rum, OScAR A, STRAUS, FUGENE A. PRIL-
PIN, JAMES [IyRNE; WILLIAM R, GRACE, Jacon H.
HORNBLOWER, CHARLES S,

| Scmurr, WiLLlam B.
FAIRCHILD and myself

“In the Interests of that desire for truth which
characterizes Tux SUN | trust that you will give
this correction a space In your valuable columns.

CWILLIAM CHURCH ORBORN.

“Nxw YORE, Maroh 287

After investigation, we gladly make the
oorrection, in justios to Mr. OsmonN. The
circular signed by Mr. OsBorN and regarded
by friends of Mr. MoCLELLAN as an offen-
sive imputation on hisindepend anc>and hon-
esty of purpose did not contain the words
“protector of the prostitute and the brothel.”
The mistake in the political note was in
putting this expression in quotation marks.
The exact words of the ciroular which Mr,
OsBorx did sign in order to help defeat Mr.
MoCUELLAN as a candidate for Mayor in
place of Mr. Low were these: “It is the
simple question of a continuation of honest
and decent government or a return of vice
and corruption.”

1 spent four months in the Phllippines studyin
the results of Americah control, 1 was struck wit
the eyormous progress made In such & compara-
nvcls- brief perio The natves are belng edu-
cated, are receiving the benefits of municipal and
provincial liberty, and are rapld'y acgquiring the
spiriy of republican inssitutions ‘rance can take
& most benencia) lesson from the spiendid resulls
of the American colonial systen —Gorernor GGeneral
LAMOTHE of Cochin China.

M. LAMOTHE is a singularly incompetent
and unreliable observer. He wasted four
months if he was not able to find the Fili-
pinos downtrodden, crushed under the
heel of the wsurping American invader,
groaning beneath the tyranny of a cruel
déspotism. M. CLEMANTEL, Freach Minis-
ter of Colounies, recognizes him as an “au-
thority on colonial administration.” M.
CLEMENTEL js deceived. M. LAMOTHE is no
authority. For trustworthy information
in regard to American colonial administra-
tion the French Government should apply

“go,” away with it! Perhaps Mr. BRYAN
and Tom WarsoN and the Hon. ROBERT
BAKER of Brooklyn will be exempted |
from the provisions of the anti-dia- |
phragm law. [

One more jewel from Miss WHITE'S |
treasure chest:

= Suspenders for women will be the rage.”

* White s the color for 1005."

Humanity hange breathless on those
suspenders, but there is a distressing
umcertainty as to the current hue. Mad-
ame BAKER tells the national dress-
makers that “almond blue is the color
of 1905." Perhaps there 8 no real con- |
tradiction between the two teachers.
“White” in Chicago has a relative mean-
ing. Wae sghould call it a tempered black
rather than almond blue, but the differ- |
ence is one of nomenclature only.

“White or red ties,” Madame BAKER |
says, to the surprise of most and the |
grief of many, “never are worn by good
dressers. Nogentleman would ever wear
a red tie, or even a white necktie.”

Fortunately, the Chicago Merchant |
Tailors’ Association sent forth its ordi-
nances at the same time:

“ For not only gray evenlng sults, trimmed with
black brald, but necktles as red as the blushing
rose received the stamp of approval.”

|
|
|
i
|
[

1f we understand thé laws of the Chi-

evening suits trimmed with black braid.
While these variations upon the old
theme of evening dress may shock our
conservative contemporary the Provi-

JOHN, the supreme arbiter of elegancies,
this authorized color scheme will look
pale and angemic. His woven nocturnes
are bright with all the rainbows. His
waistceats flash and burn with strange
phosphorences. The gamut of fierce
tropical colorings runs about his neck.
Whatever Chicago does, we can't be-
lieve that Mr. DINK will put himself out
or consent to gray, even when it is em-
phasized with red.

Two more laws of the merchant tailor
princes:

1. “Moon shaped pockets and bralded vests
are correel,

2. " TI® corset like coat, with excessive drapery,
1s here.”

1. Btar shaped pockets would be less
accessible to pickpocketsa. The official
width of the braid is said to be one inch.

2. How we should love to see ‘Gen.
CHARLES HENRY GROSVENOR of Athens,
Ohio, in & Brummellian coat like that,

For the Good of the Scrvice,

Instead of alleging that the Govern-.
ment has dealt harshly with the desert-
ing midshipman, M1uroNn W. ARROWOOD,
that peculiar young man's friends should
congratulate him on his escape from
imprisonment, to which he might have
been sentenoced for the serious crime he
committed. Enlisted men who desert
from the navy or the army are fre-
quently locked up, and if any fault is to
be found with ARROWOOM'S sentence it is
that the court-martial was teo lenient.

The service that is rid of him is to be
congratulated. His defence of his con-
duct was blackguardism and nothing
else, for it consisted of vague and gen-
eral charges, the refutation of which
was impossible, but which, nevertheless,
were competent to injure the men and
institutions at which they were aimed.
Were the good reputation of the navy
and its personnel nbt firmly established
ARROWOOD might have damaged it.
That he has not done 8o is the best evi-
dence of the high regard in which the
service is held by the citizens and tax.
payers who support it.

ARROWOOD'S senténce carries with it
deprivation of the rights of citiaenship.
He becomea a political outcast among
American citizens. The punishment is

severe, but it is merifed. Snm
of

to Morsieur EaviNag WINsLow and Mon-
sisur ALADDIN ATKINBON of Boston, Mass.,
who will prove that M. LamMorne is an ig-
norant, if not a corrupt, pretender.

The buming ssue of the day Is that of settin
proper metes and bounds 10 corporate power an
the suppression of the unlawful encroachment upon
the rights of the people by organized capiial Il“‘;n'
just and equitable solution of these problems will
tax the experience and wisdom of the Legisiative
and FExecutlve departments of the Governmeni
11 In the solutlon error s made, the error should bhe
on the slde of the people.—~Senafor ciect WARNER of
Misgourt.

This *burning issue® is tackled and
disposed of daily by the Hon. WiLLiamMJ.
BRENNINGS, the Hon. EvGENE V., DEsS, and
the Hon. ToM WaTsON, without taxing wis.
dom or experience a cent's worth. The Hon,
ROBERT MARION La FOLLETTE “solves thes:
problems” in his sleep whenever proper ap-
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Mu.n.um AND c&vlﬂ.

Fx«Senater Matthew C, lutur‘n Fed-
eral Reguidtion of Rates.

To tie Epitce or THE Sun—S8ir: The
proposition recommended by the President
and Bow pending in Congress to oconfer
upon the IAterstate Commerce Commission

| power “to revise and fix rates on all rall-
| roads engaged in interstate commerce”

is a long step, and 1 fear a dangerous one,

| toward soclalism, paternalism and the

substitution of arbitrary, centralized gow-
ernment for one of limited powers.

The question might properly arise: Can
Congress, under its general power to “regu-
late commerce among the several SBtates,
Indian tribes and foreign countries,” dele-
gate so important a function as the
to fix rates on approximately 200,000
of railroad transportation (o a commission
of any kind? Would it pot be a olear in-
fringement by the executive and logisla-
tive departments of the Government on
the legal, vested rights of the people who
have put their money in rallroads?

Under the general power “to regulats,”
could it have been interftled to give Con-
greas the right by a commission to revise
and fix rates of freight and
traffic “between the several States,
tribes and foreign _pountries,” whether
their trafio was carried on with stage
ooaches, mule or ox teams, steam vessals,
sailing vessels, flatboats or rowboats?
That provision of the Constitution was
dormant and practically upenforoed for
nearly a bundred years after its adoption.
If, in the meantime, this right to fix rates
as a part of the power “to regulate” was
ever applied to any of the above instru-
mentalities for commercial intercourss,
1 am not aware of it. Rallroads, of course,
were not dreamed of. But has Congress
any stronger or better legal or constitu-
tional warrant for applying this rate fixing
to railroad land transportation than to
water transportation? 1 can see no differ-
ence in principle. Suppose the President
should recommend and Congress should
entertain and pass a law empowering the
Interstate Commerce Commission “to re-
vise and fx rates” for water craft engaged
in interstate commerce on any of our navi-
gable rivers, or the Great Lakes, or coast-
wise, or vessels in “foreign com-
meroe, " what would be thought of it?

Unquestionably the oontrolling if not
the only reason for the adoption of the
provigion for “regulating commerce,” &c.,
was to prevent the several States and Indian
tribes from erecting toll gates on their
borders, thereby obstructing the free and
untrammelled flow of commerce and trade
between them. These questions have all
been threshed out, over and over again,
and are not likely to make an impression
on modern rapid fire statesmen, who under
the influence of clamor, or from some other
motive, want to *do things." This last
move, however, challenges very sharply
the attention of thoughtful and conservative
men, who are equally anxious to have
“things done,” but in an orderly, oonsti-
tutional, considerate manner. Iroads
and other corporations are amenable to
law, just as individuals and privats cor-
porations and firms are. Undoubtedly
there have been and are instances of op-
pression and wrong on their part. but
they should not on that account be
regarded as public enemies. The law, as
it now stands, is ample to redress and punish
any such oppfessions and wrongs if it is
properly and impartially enforced.

. Too many of our people have their funds
invested in the bonds and stocks of railroad
and other companies to have them trifled
with to gratify the ambition of any man or

plication is made to him. The Hon. WrLLiam
WARNER i8 ettiralv too slow to compete in |
modern statesmenship.

Massachusetta has been piling up a State
debt for years at a rate that has caused her
public nren great uneasiness. Govornor
Dovaras, like his predecessors, cries for |
retrenchment, and the figures justify his
demands for reform.

Yhe present debt, according to the fig-
ures quoted by the Governor, is nearly
$100,000,000, of which $30.800000 is of the
direct debt and $65,000,000 is the contingent
debt. It is the practioe in Mas=achusetts
to pledge the credit of the State, which is
unrivalled, for many minor local improve-
ments, and the State recoups the money
for the contingent liability it incurs on its
guarantee of local bonds by additional an-
nual taxes on the localities benefited.

A total debt of $05,000,000 is certainly
remarkable when contrasted with New |
York's present debt of $10,000,000, Pennsyl- |
vania's $5,000,000 or California's $2,500,000,
No State in the country owes as much,
or nearly as much, as Massachusetts,
The largest debts (none of them higher
than $25,000000) are those of Virginia,
Louisiana, Tennesses and Alabama, all the
outgrowth of the period of reconstruction.
Some Western States either have no debts |
outstanding or have a nominal debt only. |
These States are Illinois, Ohio, Nebraska, |

1
|
|

lowa and Michigan.

The debt figures of Massachusetts, how-
ever, show that the obligations of the
Bay State are not as burdensome as a first
reading of the Governor's recommenda-
tions indicates. The Bay State has in its
ginking fund $15.000,000, and the net State
debt is therefore $18,000,000, or $5,000,000 |
less than it was twenty-five years ago. In
the meanwhile the State has increased
enormously in all taxable resources. There
is also a sinking fund of $6,000,000 against
the contingent debt.

Mr. Seward's Statue.

To TRE EITOR Or TRR SUN—Sir:  In some his-
torical work I have in preparation the question arose
of the correcimess of the writers cited by Mr. Crane
in one of your late Issues re the story that the
Seward statue in Madison Square was originally
made |n counterfelt of Lincoln and that the heads
had heen changed, and It became necessary 1o run |
the quarry 1o e lalr.  Accordingiy. | amauthorized
to deny the allrgation and cast obloguy on the
aliegators.

In a letter from the son of the late Secretary of
State, Frederick W. Seward, Fsq., he stigmatizes |
it as “of course, unfounded and absurd.” and re
fers 1o a volurae entitled “The Seward Memorial.”
published by D). Appieton & Co, In 1570, for a history
of the statye, with full particulars of when, where
and how It was made, and an account of the orre
monies atending its presentation to the efty

NEw YORK, March 4. HOFPER STRIRER MoTT,

- —————
The ldentification of the Metropolttans.

To raw EOITOR oF Twe SUN ~Sir: | was in &
Wasbkinglon strect sar the other day golng aleng
F street toward the Treasury Bullding. The car
was pretty well crowded, with several women
standing up and several men sitting down. Crowded
cars are not as frequent In Washinglon as In New
York, and 1 asked the conductor about the unusual
number of passengers. “We've got a Jot of New
York men aboard.” he replied. “How do you know
they are from New York'" | Inquired. “You are not
personally acqusinted with them, are you?™ “No.»
he sald romewhat disrespectfully, “but | can al-
ways tell ‘'em.  They never git up and leg the women
set down.” | never sald a word, and as 1 happened
10 be standing on the platform with him he did not
suspect that !fu from the metropolis, and | was
cladof it MADIRON SQU ok,

New Yorx, March 27,

Mr. Bryan and Buosiness Men

To TR EDITOR OF THE SuN—Sir: Pdnorialy |
you say this morntng: “Mr. Bryan drove business |
men out of the Demoeratic party.” Mr. Pryan
did drive some “business” men out of the Demo
cratic party; Just abou! 'he same kind that Jesus
drove sut of 1he Wempie.  In doing »0 he polied
more voles for the Democratie party than ever
were polied before—or Afier, when the “business”
men returned,

tection behind
obligations, he his oath, de-

| right.

set of men who may or may not be influ-
enced by popular clamor.

During my service as a member of the
luterstate Commerce Committee of the
United States Senate—at one time its chair-
man—this proposition to confer upon the
Interstate Commerce Commission the power
to fix rates was made more than once, in

| ona form or another, and, if my memory

is not at fault, was unanimously rejected
as unwise and impracticable. I see nothing
in present conditions to justify a departure
from the action then taken, except incon-
siderate clamor,

I have absolute confidence in the integ-
rity, ability and fair mindedneas of the gen-
tlemen now composing the Interstate Com-
merce Commission. Some of them are my
personal friends, and I would trust them to
perform faithfully and ably any official
function that may be bestowed upon them,
but I would not clothe any set of men with
powers so far reaching, intricate and, as I
believe, too impracticable to be satisfac-
torily executed.

I vot~d against the Interstate Commeroe
bill in (99 Senate. Idid not believe then that
it would accomplish what ita promoters
claimed for it, and it has not. On the con-
trary, insome respects it has had the oppo-
site effect. For instance, the section of the
act which made pooling at competitive
points unlawful had more to do with bring-
ing about railroad consolidation than every
other influence combined.

Our people seem to me the most erratio,

| inconsistent, if not hysterioal, in the world.

We employ every possible effort to induce
capital to build railroads for us, and they
are no sooner installed and in operation
than they become objects of attack.

1 have no eympathy with or toleration
for any railroad or other corporation that
abuses or violates its chartered privileges
or franchises. They are entitled to no
greater immunity for violations than the
humblest citizen, but punishment should
be inflicted when necessary in a legal, oon-
stitutional method, and not in the form of
executive' or legislative resentment. I
venture the opinion that no charter was
ever granted a railroad in this country with-
out reserved right, either express or im-
plisd, “to alter, amend or repeal the same.*

| The courts are always open to enforce that

But, we are sorffetimes told, the
courts beldng to the oorporations. I dQ not
believe it is true. On the contrdry, my
observation and experience is that as a
rule our Judges—State and Federal—are
upright, impartial men, differing, of course,
in ability, but generally in the discharge of
their official duties doing what they be-
lieve right and proper. should be very
much discouraged to think otherwise,
Congress had better let theiaw governing
interstate transportation, as it now stands,
take ita course in the courts, the proper
tribunal for the adiustment of all questions
ae tiey arise. M. C. ButLER,
NonTH Avavara, 8. C., March 24,

From a Roesevelt Republican.

TO TRE FDITOR OF THE SUN—Sw: | wish o
congrafulate you upon the grest amount of com-
mon sense and justioe pletured by you ta yester-
day's SUN upder the capuon “Advance Sheets of
the Story of a Coal Strike.”

Would to God that men in high positions had
been able 10 see far enough abead 1o forestall you
in the sentiments which you give 10 the public,

| have heard many speeches alnee the days of
Lincoln and Tom Corwin, but never have read an
article that bad more truth in It than the one | re.
fer 1o At this time,

1 am & Rooseveit man, an old soldier and & fo)-
lower of Republican principles: but 1 have no use
for toadying 1o murderers or Aynamiters, ]

Rauwar, N. J.. March 26 WP

Misfortune of Legs Mudd of Missouri.
From the Parls Mercury,

Less Mudd of Indlan Creek was sent 1o (he daglum
oy .

" THE EQUITABLE.
A Possibly lIromicsl Suggestion for Ad
Juiting Uty Extensive Affairs.

The

To rae Eprror or Twa® Buw — Sir:
Equitable Iife Assurance Society being &
stock company, what could prevent the direo-
tors, the stockholders, from winding up fite
afairs by reinsuring all its riske in other
companies by means of the legal reserve
and then dividing among ‘themselves, the
stookholders, the nearly eighty millions of
surplus?

This surplus interests policyholders only to
kg Mg AW e By
¥, those © sur a
end of the dodn,c‘d *dividend periods”
are to have their “full share of the surplus
a8 determined by the actuaries of the society. ”
Of course if there “ain't any core” they can't

have (t,

Why (sn't this a good way of settling this
internal, injurfous fight? The stockholders
would participate in the surplus division
socording to their holdings. Mr. Hyde, who
has & majority of the stock, would get some-
thing like forty millions, and he could then
invest this through trust companies, or di-
rectly on the exchange, without any criti-
cism from Mr. Alexander or others.

EVERALD BEAUMONT LYDEGUARD.

New York, March 26,

HAMILTON COUNTY.

Arguments in Faver of Uniting It With
AdJjelning Countles.

To tas Epiron or TRE Bux ~Sir: There
has been a good deal of misapprehension as
regafds Assembly bill 61, introduced by
myself, to abolish the county of Hunllza
and to annex the territory theresof to (Re
adjoining ocounties.

The county of Hamilton in ares is some
sixty miles long and thirty miles wide. It
has less than 6,000 population, scattered
about in remote and isolated places, separated
by mountain ranges. The geczraphical situ-
ation of the county is such that as to some
portions of the county the few residents there
have to take a journey in & roundabout way
to get to the county seat, consuming about
two days ocoming and two days returning.
The situation is such as to portions of the
county that in order to reach the county seat
and return it es as much time almost as it
does to go from New York to Ban Fr 5

Hamilton county has its full and complete

uota of county officials, rn it costs Lo run
t county government for less t 5,000
population about $30,000 & year. The State
g{ New York pays a very crc portion of

amilton taxes on unt of its large hold-
ing of forest lands in t og\wty. If an out-
sider has anything to doﬂ& am{lton oo ntz

business, ake a search in the Harllto
c::x:ty &:rgl office, or to transact any
kind of county business, a lo?l nlgo ride of
t rom NO

68 I8 necessary rthville
¥ mﬂ. Pleasant, including & day going

up to
and a day returning.

If the county were abolished and its terri.
tory ded uoordln’ to the natural geo-
graphical outlets, these long, difcult t:urnc .
would be done away with. e State would

save something, told, about $25,000 &
and the only ones to suffer would be
he H n oountgl_oma;lo d those af-
S o e
n n 2
othid, 1&0 SoNnsT 8 ouna Ta the siate of
ﬁov ork. In Herkimer county the cost
of government {s about $3 Cap n °
ver tax rate is uwo on_the hu in
amilton county, while in Herkimer county
it is 96 cents on the hundred

ﬁ‘ a S1EELR
Member Assembly, Herkimer oounty.
ALBANY, March 25

U. 8. AGAINST RUMSELLERS.

Effort to Protect Employees Working in
the Reclamation Servioe.

The registers and receivers of the United
States Land ofMces in Arizona, Californls,
Colorado, ldaho, Kansas, Montana, Nebraska,
New Mexico, Nevada, North Dakota, Okla-
homa, Oregon, South Dakota, Utah, Wash-
ington and Wyoming were instructed last
week by the Commissioner of the General
land OfMoce to notify all persons who have
heretofore entered, or who hereafter enter,
any of the lands which have been segregated
under the reclamation act of June 17, 1902,
thet the leasing of these lands to persons
who sell alcoholic liquors, rlnclgally to the
employees engaged on_ the overnment
works, will be aumed sufficient cause for the
cancellation of the entries. )

The ofMicers of the Land offces are giving
the wi&-ﬂ possible publicity to the fact that
use of cng lands withdrawn under this act,
whether they have been entered or are un-
entered, for the sale of liquor, will be pre-
vented by actions in ejectment, by injunec-
tion or otherwise.

This action was taken ause of the cone
ditions existing in Nevada, where the Gov-
ernment work employs several thousand
men. Homesteaders ve leased portions
of their lands to liquor dealers, and murder
and robbery have heen common in conse-

uence. The Commiseioner's decision Is
ﬂl y to correct abuses, and will un-
doubtedly prevent their occurrence in other
sections whereln the Government is sbout
to engage upon similar works.

Only Onoe.

A great many similar “accidenta™ have occurred
which never occurred before and are not lkely to
ocour agaln.—The New York Times.

The stranger strolled through the village
streets until he arrived at the cometery, says
the old story. The gravedigger was hard
at work excavating & grave,

“Do people die often heregbouts?  asked
the stranger.

“None of 'em ever died more’'n onoe since
my time,” anawered the gravedigger, wiping
the sweat from his forehead with the back
of his hand,

Dress Sults and Domocracy.

To TRE EDITOR OF THE SUN--Sir: If the publle
has not yet forgotien the fun poked at President
Harrts of Amberst College for asking the alumnl
for “dress suita® for the students who were oo
poor to purchase them, nay, the sneers which that
request called forth—perhaps you will allow me
to place on record the unanimous opinions of &
body of American college men. from different In-
stitutions, now in residence in London.

They are, in effect, that Dr. Harris Is deserving
of the greatest commendation for falrly facing
the question of false {emocracy and deciding that
& boy need, nay, should not remain & boor merely
“hecauset his daddy was,” but that, quite to the
contrary, true democracy demands that both rich
and poor should have the privilege of couforming
1o the usages of soclety. as, for good or bad, we
have made them.

Dr. Harrs 1s an ideal college president, and he
is assisted In his work by & wite who is In every
sense the alma mater of the students. helping them
in their Intellectual and social tasks and cheering
them to victory on the athletlo field. If there ig
any spobblahness at Amberst It has remained for
some of your all oo “smart” corres a

" HE NEVER sAID 0.

e
Prof. Willisten Denies Certain Views
Attributed to Him.
To tax Epiror or Tes SuN~Sir: It has

seemed futile to attempt to correct the state.
ments going the rounds of the newspapers,
purporting to be the subdtance of some re-
marks made by me before a class {n paleon-
tology. That so able & paleontologist as
Dr.J. M. Clarke, bowever, acoepis these state.
ments as in the main expressing my views
makes it proper that an explanation be given.

1 have never, so far as I can recall, or un-
der any circumstances, expressed an opinion
as to the probable duration of man upon the
earth. In fact, I have never given any
thought to the subject, knowing full well, as
does every paleontologist, how idle such

"fﬁ"&'u'«'n"m that nnn is overspe-
e o b usderspacialisation ‘of many
= 5“.'::‘ o'l'l that bl wo becoms
the future Jo nant animals of :Fg rth -
S0 aite I AN socuth of thelr an-

t.
"miol? matter apparently grown
o~ osn‘h&noﬂﬂw: put“llfox L d-ta\
me:
elalization has been one of the factors, per-

ha e ing to extinotion,
because of ao dlﬁ:ﬁb of animals #sing
3 11 z4 ily adjusting them-
environmen cond|-
s law were ap| to man
eventually becomne extinct,
by some other highly en-

. e neralized

an
dowed nism s ging froma

stem. Hct man ’-ﬂﬂ be subject this law
in the future, or that his mental and psychin
endowments may not vitiate nelusjons
drn'nn):onh nu; history, does nbt interest
me especially. am not an anthropologist
or & psych: at, m Yy a eontologist,
studying the ry of past life,

Is it nable to suppose that a scientific
man, {f he had such radical views as have
been imputed to me, would seek to publieh
them through & newspaper reporter rather

than in & scientifio journal?
) 8. W. WiLLisToN,

Uxi1veRsITY oF CAICAGO, March 25,
AMBIGUOUS FOODS.

Are Frogs, Canonioally Speaking, Con.
sidered Fish er Fow)?

To TaE EpitoR or THE S8CUN ~Sir. A few

days ago the Very Rev. Dr. Hayes, Chanoellor

of the Archdiocese, gave in Thr S8rx the

offcial facts and figures showing that, canoni-

cally at least, oysters, crabs and lobsters
were flsh and therefore under the Lenten
ban that prohibits the eating of fish and meat
At the same meal until after Easter.

But there are other doubtful viands. How
about turtle, frogs and terrapin? Many now
class them in the elective order, to be eaten
either as fish or b, as the fancy or circume«
stance inclines.

n the case of the frog, however, the ra.
cent rulings of the United States clstoma
offci are raising conscientious scruples,
It will be remembered that Secretary Shaw
not long since decided that for tariff purposes
the frog was a bird, whose dainty saddles

must u{ duty as “poultry.”
Now the board oecmneul Appraisers, on
ppeal from this on, holds that frogs’

d:
egs must be classed as “"non-enumerated

un nn!ncmrodo;ruclen.'

‘an the learned and very reverend Chan-
cellor give us the canonical and final word
in the matter? Can we eat turtle, frogs and
lf'rr: in on Friday and with meat during

n > CaNoxicus,
New Yonx, March 25,

Where Are Kuroki and Kawamura ?

To TR Epitor or THE Bux ~§ir: Owing
to the complete silence of the Japanese about
all that is going on in Manchuria except the
movements up the railway and the confusjon
that always ensues |n reports coming from a
defeated and retreating army, there |s great
uncertainty as to what the next developments
may be. The armies of Gens. Kuroki and
Kawamura seein to have vaniehed into space
oast of the line of the Russian retrear, but in
what direction cannot be told for certain
One report represents ope of them as making
for Viadivostok by way of Kirin, but although
acoording to military calculation there are
only fourteen marches from there to Poltafka,
on the Russian Ussuri frontier, if it has taken

that road it is probably with the inten-

tion of outting the Harbin-Viadivostok rail-

way somewhere about 'ln{!ﬂ, a town of

about 12,000 nhabitants, on the Hfurka River,

which flows nur‘l{ due north into the

ri at Hanhalal or Buuintchoa. From
wa'

Ninguta, which stands about mi -
tween Viadivostok and Marbin, there lb.l
et Bay,

ot and well travelled road to

a distance of eight or nine marches, which
would have Lo be evacuated by the Russians
and become a naval base for the Japaness
within easy distance of Viadivostok. Or it
may be that under cover of silence they are
stealing by roundaboul routes to some point
pearer Harbin,

In any case Harbin seems to becoming
a dangerpus base for g defeated army with
slender communications, and it is not sur-
{xr\unt that evervthing likely to embarrass
he army is being moved from there back-
ward to Teitsihar, a town of about 38,0 in-
habitants, on the east bank of the Nonnl
River some two hundr miles northwest
of Harbin. But if, as reported, a Japane.a
cavalry column with a large number of (hi-
nese {rregulars (8 moving up the trade road
from Kaivuan that crosses t Nonni at no
¢reat distance below Tsitsihar, a further
{\_ﬂrolrndo movement to the west of the

hingan Mounta would become impera-,
tive. In the event of the abandonment of all
the comntry to the east of the Nonni a verv
short time would suffioe for the Japanese to
send a foroe to Algun, on the Amur, opposita
Blagovestehensk, ent the navigation of the
Amur at that point and at one stroke cut
off further access hy the Russians to the sea
by that river and obtain possession of all
the steamers, barges and the supplies of
grain on which the Russians are now de-
pondu:'r for the time when navieation opens

Leaving out of accougt all other considera.
tions except the military, the prospect for
the Russians is dfr enough; but it may not
be as black as it looks, though at 8§t Peters-
burg there must be in high: places many
sincere regrets that Manchuria was not
evacuated at the time and in the way to which
the Russian Government had pledged it<elf
two years ago, F.

New Yonk, March 25,

————

L Irish Soldlers.

To T™AR EDITOR OF TRR SUN—Sfr- Your corre.
spondent “R. J. J.'s” fear that the Irish will claim
Napoleon Bogaparte faor their countryman reminds
me of what the late Gen, Sweeny once sald =
was speaking 10 a brother officer of the preeminencs
of the Irish as soldiers,

“Oh, pshaw! Sweeny,” retorted the officer, pety
lantly, “you will olalm next that Napsieon Rona
parte was an Irishman.”

“No." replied the Gemeral. "I don't clalm that
but I do claim that the man who whipped him [‘be
Duke of Wellington) was.” Jamms Poortox.

NEw Yomx, March 23

The, Progeny of One Pound of Potatoes.
From ihe Kansar Clty Journal,
Campbell Russell, the big cattle man trom Here
ford, has juet finished planting twenty -Ave acres of

10
discover i, EDWARD BRECK
Lowpox, March 11.

To T™ws Eprror or Tas Svx—Sir: Ought a
young man with only two pawntickets and two
cents to wear & dress suit? PHILETUS ASN.

SOUTE ASEFIELD, Mass., March 25,

The Lowest Mountain on the Map.

To TER EDITOR OF THE SUX~Sir. There has al-
ways been more or less dispute about which i the
highest mountain in the world, but the lowest moun -
faln does DOt APPear 10 have Interested the geogra-
phers 10 & great extent. Yet there is a lowest moun -
taln, st least In the United States, and It 1s Mount
Cornella. This ltUe mountain, only sixty-thres
feet high, is located on Fort George Island at the
mouth of the St. Johns River. Florida, and W the
highest polnt of land on the coast between Cape
Hatteras and Key West. A light was established on
1t at one Ume, but at last accounts |t had been dis-
continued, TRAvELLER.

Passate, N. J., March 25,

———————————

Little Pluctuation in Earnings of
Rallways.
From Scritmer's Magesine,
While we are Inchined to eriticise Eng lish raliroads
with much freedom, they have a record In oge re-
Apect which our own rafiroad mansgers must look
upon with respect. The gross earnings of the
Foglish rosds never showed an unfavorable fue.
tuation, s compared with a previous year, of over
134 per cent. With all the falk of poor rallway
management. of decadent 'ndustries and of the
coonomic ¢vila of war. It s confusing to find that
the commercial development of Great Britals,
messured by her groms raliroad trafic. pr an
amort unbroken record of advance; Net earulogs,
however, have been badly cut Into by 1heé rise In
wages and by the higher cost of fuel,

——

Faglish

From (e Topeko Coplial.
Nigety nine of every hundred men o Salina
smoke. The othér one In & hundred smokes only

po and says If they do an well as his small
garden patoh has done 1o reoent years he will have
potatoes for the entire Creek nation nex® year. Mr
Russell says: “Ten years ago | recelved through the
United States mafl ope pound of seed polatoes, and
haven't bought & potato since. Year by year |
planted one acre Ip potatoes fnr my bome use, and
the following spring would have wagonloads of
them for sale. Last year | planted my regulation
acre and gathered in 500 bushels of potatées. Afier
using them all winterd sold what remalned at & uet
profit of £200, S0 you pee & one acre farm I8 not so
bad, and especially when | ralasd twenty crops n
o yean "

Rritish Newspapers,
From the London Giobde,

From the “Newspaper Press Directory” for 18%
we asoertain that thers are now published in the
United Kingdom 2,461 uewwpapers. dintributed as
follows: Pagland, 1881, Wales, 111 Seotiand, 201
Ircland, 181 Isles, 17.  Of tiege there are 184 dally
papers published in England, 7 in Wales, 1A In Scot
jand, 18 In Ireland, and 4 In BAtsh Isles. In (he
yoar 1844 there were published in the United King-
dom 851 Journals: of these 14 were lsaued dally —
12 in England and ? in Ireland.

Dressmaker Appointed Postmaster.
Fiom the Kansas City Journal

Another woman has heen appointed postmaster
In Indian Territory by President Roosevelt, Mrs.
George Keaton having been placed In charge of
the office ot Marlow, 1. T. Mm. Keaton s & dress.
maker. 19 is thought that her success was due (0
the personal Influence of one of her relatives wilh
the President. The only other woman postmaster
in Tndian Territory appointed this year & Miss
Alice Roberison of Muskogee

Woman's Way. T
From fhe Alchigon Globe.
When the women see the herolne In the ber j'

Arms on the stage . whon they read In the last chay
ter of & book that the bero and the heroine are
hraciug, how they appiaud! Put when they /***
the man next door kiss bis wife good by bef®'*
starting for how they lsugs and s
“wow long It will It~ )




