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GOLDEN WORDS.

Frem Mavor MeClellan'a Speech at the Jefler-
sanian Dinner

As the first step let us prove to the people
that we are more ansious to teach and te
practise sound political do.trine than we
are to frame our platforms so as to catch the
passing vows let Democratio conventions
pominate men, not from motives of expedi-
éncy in the hope of success, but from love of
principle, even with the certainty of defeat
It will not be long before the people of the
United States will thrill with admiration for
such candidates and such a party, and & new
generation will catch the still living spirit that
stirred the Democrats of the olden days

The Greatest R {'road Problem,

The really great railroad problem in
this country, as pointed out by the organ
of Southern enterprises, the Manufac-
turers' Record of Baltimore, is the neg-
Jeet or the inability of the rallroads to
keep pace with the grewing demands
of traffic,

The volume of this traffic, as measured
by the total of tons moved per mile,
increased, in round figures, from about
6%,000,000,000 tons in 1890 to #3,000,000,000
in 1897, and to more than 170,000,000,-
000 in 1804. The mere increase from 1897
to 1904 was more than $,000,000,000 tons
greater than the total tonnage of 1890, At
the same rate of increase the tonnage in
the next seven years will be more than
800,000,000,000 tons, as against 170,000«
000,000 tons in 1004:

“That means almost & complete doubling of the
egtire transporistion business of the United States
In seven years, and that means & broadness of de-
velopment in the Improvement of existing lines
and the bullding of new roads, in the reeqeipment
with more cars and locomotives, that most people
do ot seem W have yet galned any coneepilon of.
Are we likely to reach such a development within
seven years!®

Since 1890 the increase in the volume of
railway freight moved has been about
153 per cent. Coincidentally, however,
the increase in the number of locomo-
tives and of cars has been ~ 'y about
40 per cent. It is true that the cars und
locomotives of to-day are of heavier
construction and carrying capacity than
in 1890, but that difference, as the Balti-
more paper points out, is insufficient to
overcome the increase of 158 per cent.
in the volume of traffic. That this is so
is indicated by the fact that even now
the railroads are blocked with freight.
With the ~apid growth of population and
of traffic, “in all human probability this
condition must steadily become more
acute” and “the car famines and freight

congestion because of the inability of the |

railroads to keep up with the freight” of
three years ago will be repeated.

The lesson our Baltimore contemporary
draws from these facts is that the natural
development of the business and pro-
duction of this country will be impeded
seriously unless the railroads prepare
to “catch up with the volume of traffio
offering ":

*The broad raflroad man must ook ahead. He

| of the earth.

| the manners of the bully.
| “reckl>as® for Mr
| the United States, but it is not yet clear | of the country, and we presume that he
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Neither can

over some of the doinga of the Empress
of China,
If it became necessary to assert our

| power an any grounds early established
| in law or in morals, we could atanv time
| go down to Venszuels and wipe Mr,

CasTrO and his Government off the face
Until that time comes we
can do no better, as individuals and as
a nation, than to avoid the attitude and
It may be
CasTRO to “defy”

that he has defied us; and even if he has,
we shall gain nothing by calling him bad

| names,

There is some reason to believe that

| & representative of beiter balance than | chequer. It was doubtless an unwilling-

Mr. BowgN has shown Limsell to possess
would have avoided much of the tangle

which Secretary TAFT seems to be | capacity for
straightening out now by the tranquil | that has hitherto withheld Mr. JOSEPH

methods of comunon sense.

Labor on the Panama Canal,

What has labor unionism to gain by
an attitude which, if officially indorsed,
will tend either to delay work on the
Isthmian Canal or to increase ita cost
to the country? One of these results
must follow the application of the eight
hour law to the construction of the canal.
It seems to us that the sooner the canal
is dug and the cheaper the cost of digging
it, the better it will be for the American
WAage earner.

Certainly, the work will not be done
by American labor unionists. The Amal-
gamated Organization of American Dig-
gers and Trenchers and the United
Order of Wheelbarrow Rollers will have
no recognized place in the Government
work at Panama. It is very doubtful
if they have any large individual repre-
sentation there. The jcb will have no
effect on wage rates on the New York
State canal, or on the wages paid for
North River tunnel work. There will
be only a limited amount of straight
American musoular force doing manual
labor between Colon and Panama.

The object should be to dig the canal
as quickly and as cheaply as is reason-
ably possible. American labor union-
ism need not concern itself with the
labor affairs of the natives, the Jamai-
cans, the Chinese or the Japanese who
may do the work. The commission
should determine the terms and condi«
tions of the workmen, in the best interest
of the many rather than in the special
interest of a minority. Unionists who
do not like the arrangements made on
the Isthmus can make arrangements
elsawhere to suit themselves.

Nor do we see why those who have
no intention of seeking work on the
Panama Canal should endeavor to block
the enterprise by appeals to the con-
tract labor law. That is playing the
dog in the manger at too long a range.
If respomsible unionism will contract
to dig the canal more quickly and more
cheaply than it can be done in any other
way, the work might be placed in its
hands, Otherwise it should be left ab-
solutely ia the hands of those who are
responsiole for it. They are unlikely to
“grind the face of labor® unduly in the

matter of hours and wages.
The Politieal Outlook {u Great
Britain,

The latest proof of the extent to which

| the Unionist party has been ruptured

by Mr. JosEpr CHAMBERLAIN'S project
of a differential tariff was furnished on
Tuesday in the House of Lords, when a
proposal to hold a colonial fiscal confer-
ence in 1908 was the subject discussed.

It will be recalled that Premier BaL~- |

cannot plan simply 1o handle the iramo of to-day: | FOUR, when outlining the future fiscal
he must plan for the trafe of the years just ahead, | policy of his Governient, declared that
sud 1t may be serfously questioned whether aay | should the Unionist party remain in
rallroad In this country bas even outiined plass | pawer or obtain the approval of the con-

sufficlent to meet grow'h of Its tralie, if all Itg
plans were carried out, even for the next five years,
much less the next ten "

Here is the greatest railroad problem.
It is not Government regulation of rates,
but the provision by the railroads of
sufficient facilities for handling the
rapidly increasing volume of traffia

No Use in Blackguarding Costro,

The mere fact that Venezuela is a
little country and the United States a
big one should suggest to American
citizans who have been interested in
our relations with that country the de-
girability of careful avoidance of any
talk which suggests the bully,

The honor of the United States is in
no way upheld by American journals
which call President CA8TRO & “monkey "
or charge him with being “reckless” and
*defiant”™ because he objecrs to a dis-
courteous interference with his domestic
affairs, even though American interests
be concerned in those affairs. Thus
far, so far as American interests are
congerned, Mr. CasTRO has acted en-
tirely within his rights. The Bermudez
Asphalt case is proceeding in the courts
of the country with entirely reasonsable
despatch. There is no warrant whatever
for premature declarations of adenial of
justice. The experience of the asphalt
company in this country gives at least
ground for reasonable doubt of the
cleanneas of i‘s hands in its relations
with Venezuela, and the United States
Government has no more legal or moral
right to demand that the case be taken
out of the courts of a South American
sayntry with which we are at peace, and
whnich is universally recogmized in the
family of nations as a sovereign Power,

than it would have to insist that a case !
be taken from the courts of France or |
| tion then can be drawn from Lord Laxs-
The Orinoco Steamship Company oase |

Germany.

has already been arbitrated, with the
consent and cooperation of the American
Government.
States, with dignity and honor, make
itself a party to a “crawl” from the find-
ings of the arbitration commission of
1903, simply because the plaintii in the
case is not satisficd with the verdict?

The United States can obtain for its |

aggrieved citizens all the rights and re-
dress to which they are properly en-
titled, without adopting blustering and

methods. Blackgunerding

How can the United
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; stituencies at the next general election,

& colonial conference would be called in
1906 in which India, as well as the self-

governing colonies, would be repre- |

sented. On Tuesday Lord BALFOUR of
Burleigh, a conspicuous Conservative,
accused the Government of a lack of

candor in failing to explain the condi- |

s ‘ b |
tions under which the conference would | The Severel Ovigisal Jofarsonians. |

be summoned and how far the decision
would be held binding on the United

Kingdom. He insisted that the Govern- |
o | Day or Night ought to be the time to

! find out.

ment, before even beginning to nego-
tiate with the colonies, should define ite
fiscal aims and purposes, should an-

nounce a definite programme and should |

it sanctioned by the country. The |
- " i ltrol all public utilities.

reasonableness of the demand was vir-
tually admitted by the Duke of Mary-
poROUGH, who as Under Secretary for
the Colonies replied for the Govern-
ment. He acknowledged that no de-
cision of a colonial conference could be
held binding until it should have been
approved by the people of the United
Kingdom at a general election and by
the Parliaments of the self-governing
colonies represented.

Lord LANsDOWNE, the Secretary for
Foreign Affairs, was even more explizit,
He not only recognized that there were
certain limitations beyond which a con-
ference could not go, but went on to
say that the delegates would be expreasly
informed that they were not authorized
to disouss any proposal involving pro-
tection. Lord LANSDOWNE went so far
as to acknowledge that the United King.
dom would not be likely to listen to any
proposal calculated to increase the price
of food or raw materials. Without a tax
on foreign grain, however, it would of
course be impossible to grant colonial
foodstuffs the preference that Mr, CraAM-
BERLAIN advocates. No other dedue-

POWNE'S remarks than that the prefer.
ential tariff project is now regarded as
dwd by the Unionists themselves. It has
been killed in the house of its friends.
That evidently is the view which Lord
Gorergy, the well known Unionist, takes
of the matter, for, following Lord
Lavsnowye, he described the fiscal
question as no longer urgent and ex-
pressed the belief that the country would
for years to come be relieved from the
naocessity of discussing it.
“l,t wiﬂmbo'nmc:w that t‘? other
in ouse of Conmumons Mr. Bay-
youp apd the other Ministerialiste de-

| grant of consents, and thus to check

] adds nothing to our power. We may | clined to participate in the division on a

‘not like those methods.
! we cordially approve the governmental | fiscal policy, or rather its lack of any

| aystam of Russia, or go into ecstasies

motion to ecensure the Government’s

definite fiscal programme, The motion |
of censure was accordingly carried, and

" according to the theory of ‘parliamentary

government Mr, BALFOUR ought to have
resigned. Since then he has received
another serious rebuff at a by-election,
one of his lately appointed colleagues in
the Ministry having failed of reelection

in a constituency which has been firmly |

Unionist for twenty years. It must by
this time be as clear to the Premier him-

| gelf as it has been for many months to |

onlookers that he has lost the confidence

is only deferring his resignation until
after the adoption of the highly satisfac-
tory budget submitted by Mr, AUSTEN
CHAMBERLAIN, the Chancellor of the Ex-

ness to out short his son's career in office
before an opgortunity of proving his
oce had been afforded

CHAMBERLAIN from precipitating & dis-
solution.

It is understood that the expected tri-
umph of the Liberals at the ballot box
will be followed by the formation of a
Cabinet headed by Earl Spncer. Bir
HENRY CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN will con-
tinue to be the leader of the Liberals in
the House of Commons. It seems to be
settled that Lord RoSEBERY will not be
invited to become a member of the Gov-
ernment, but we presume that measures
will be taken to secure the assistance of
his coadjutor, Mr. ASQUITH. Precisely
what position will be taken by the next
Liberal Government with reference to
the Home Rule question depends proba-
bly to a considerable extent on the size
of the majority. If the Liberals should
be able to repeat their triumph of 1880,
when Mr. GLADSTONE secured & majority
exoeeding by about a hundred the com-
bined forces of the Conservatives and
Home Rulers, it”is generally believed
that the Nationalists will have to content
themselves with concessions materially
short of a separate Dublin Legialature.
A triumph so overwhelming seems im-
probable. Even if a majority over both
of the other parties should be obtained
by the Liberals, it is likely to be a small
one, and the Government will therefore
be onoe more practically dependent on
Nationalist support.

The Aldermen and the Franchises.

The Elsberg bills amending the Greater
New York Charter and the Rapid Transit
act in such a manner as to take from
the Board of Aldermen the power of
granting franchises or consents for the
construction and operation of street
railroads in this city, and transferring
such power to the Board of Estimate and
Apportionment, and making the Board
of Estimate the loocal authority whose
consent is required under the Constitu-
tion for the construction and operation
of street railways, have now been passed
by the Legislature, and will therefore
come before the Mayor of this city for
approval or veto. )

This transfer of power violates no
principle of the “unterrified Democracy.”
1t merely gives to a better elective body
the power now held by men proved to be
unfit. It is manifest, from the large |
majority recorded in favor of these bills
in the Legislature, that even if the Mayor
should veto them they will nevertheless
become law,

In our opinion no appeal made in
behalf of the Board of Aldermen should
have weight. These amendments have
received general support and approval
irrespective of party, and they have re-
ceived such support because they are
meritorious and have been made neces-

sary by the emergency of the situation
and the exigency of the hour.

If any further argument had been |
required to show the necessity of this '
new legislation, it was furnished by the |
extraordinary and brazen action of the |

| Board of Aldermen even while the Elsberg

bills were before the Legislature. In de-

fiance of public opinion, and in contempt |
of the interests of the general public, the |
Aldermen have continued to hold up the '

public improvements. ;

Millions burn and yearn to know what |
Jeffersonian principles are. Jefferson

The Jeffersonianism of the Hon. FRAN-
c1s G. NEWLANDS of Nevada is the balief
that the Government should own or con-
“Judged by
Democratic prineiples,” Mr. ROOSEVELT
is a Democrat “in most matlers relating
to domestic legislation.”

The Hon. AuroN BROOKS PARKER'S
Jeffersonianism reaffirms “the time-hon-
ored doctrines of the Democratic party;"
rejects the theory that “the proper way
for a Government to do things is by med-
dling and inverference;” asserts that “we
must carry into Federal politics only that
reserve of power properly incident to
our institutions and system of govern-
ment;* and views Mr. ROOSEVELT with
alarm on account of his want of reserve
power and his improper incidence;

“ It s expected by the Administration And the
railroad officials who openly consent t0 the move-
ment, as well 88 by those who are osteasibly op-
posed to It, that the people In their Just Indignation
At the wrongs done o the many for the benefit of
the few will lose sight of the danger of 80 vast & osne
tralization of power until It s too late 10 cheak 1.~

The Jefferson Day foroe at Chicago
longs for vaster centralization of power,
There JEPFERSON Is marching on; Jef-

ing in the grave, but are alive, revised,
up to date. Mayor DUNNE, fresh from
a great municipal Jeffersonian triumph,
speaks the official Jeffersonian word:

| Zanzibar.

Ooveramont ownership of Intersiate rafiroads,
telegraphs and express transportation, by a de.
clslve vietory 'a favor of the common people of

| the coumtry.

"Aggressive Democracy 18 In (he saddie, and 1t ny
remalns aggrossive |1 will carry the country, (f

| the Democratle platform conlains ont plank in

favor of tha Government owuership of raliway,
telegraph and express companies, and another in
favor of the abolitlon of the proieetive tarim, |

have no doubl that It will win.
“1f the protectlve tarifl be abolished and tle

Government take possession of the means of trans.
poriation, of conveyance of fielght, PEPI*ss pack-
aAges, and of Information. every Aangerous trust
In America will die & natural death ln five years *

Mr. Bryan repeated his well known
Jeffersonian opinions: )

“ JErrEmsox‘s utteranoes support legisiation
necessary for the complete reguiation and control
of transportation lines, * * * 1 belleve that
regulation will ultimaiely lead 10 public ownerstip,
and In order w avold the daager of centralization

Federal Government and the local lines owaed by
the several States.”

Mr. BrYAN, it will be seen, still clings |
from habit and wich the ends of his |

fingers, to the time-honored “Jeffer-
sonian * opposition to centralization, but
to what a narrow spaoce State rights have
come in his theory, while individualism
ssems doomed An all-swallowing,
Federal Government is the legitimate
and necessary outcome of the Dunns-
Bryan theorists, no matter with what
ineffectual and temporary reserves they
may surround it. s such a finish, how-
ever distant, in store for Jeffersonianism,
that singularly elastio entity?

Mayor DUNNE and Mr. Bryax and
Mr. NEWLANDS love the “strange tenden-
cies,” which Judge PARKER says it is the
Democratic duty to “resist.”

So we have to ask still what is “Jef-
fersonian Democracy.” Put to a count,
oould Parkerian Jeflfersonianism get more
Democratic votes than Dunne-Bryan Jef-
fersonianism?

On Tuesday a monument was unvelled
in Appomattox to commemorate the last
charge made and the last volley fired by
Cox's brigade of North Carolina Confed-
erates in LEE'S army. At the same time,
some minor monuments and tablets mark-
ing the stand the North Carolinians made
in the closing days of GRanT's campaign
were dedicated, and many Union and Con-
federate veterans participated. Among
the former was the owner of the battle-
ground, who gave to North Carolina the
site on which the monuments are erected.
Such & gathering of former combatants
i{s not unusual in this country, but its oc-
ourrence at a place of surrender rather
than of warfare s unusual.

Only a few days previous, at a meeting
of the Camps of the Confederate Veterans
in Baltimore, the authors of “Maryland, My
Maryland® and of *“Stonowall Jackson's
Way" were elected as honorary members.
This was done as a proper recognition of
*the men who contributed to the glory of
the Confederate cause and inspired the
zeal and enthusiasm of their armies” by
their songs. The strains of “Maryland,
My Maryland” and of *Stonewall Jackson's
Way"® were known to every Southern sol-
dier. The historian of the Camp declared
that the author of each is still living.

Banking business in China must be profit-
able. All open accounts have to be paid
at the Chinese New Year, a varying date
in February. At that time the native
banks get as much as 20 per cent. a month
for loans. At all timee 4 to 6 per cent. a
month is a common rate among natives.
As a matter of fact, there is not enough
actual money in China 1o do the business
of the country. What money there is does
not move quickly enough, owing to poor
transportation apd extortionate rates of
exchange.

We regret that our esteemed ocontem-
porary, the Zansibar (asette, s just now
under a oloud. Its editor had won renown
throughout the island by foretelling the

oocurrence of certain eclipses of the sun |

and moon. The majority of the dusky
inhabitants attributed the truth he fore-
told to his own powers of prevision and

esteemed him as a most astute and far- |

seeing person. Whenever the Gasette an-
nounced an eclipse it was due notice to
200,000 people in the little Sultanate to get
ready for a free astronomical show.

Some time ago the Gazrette predicted, at
the head of ita columns, that a partial
eclipse of the sun woyld occur on Maroh 6,
and that all who wished to see it must get
up betimes, for the affair would open at the
unseemly bour of 5 A. M. This was incon-
venient in a land that never hurries and
where the strenuous life is unknown, but
5 A. M. saw many thousands waiting for
the great event. Each had his piece of
smoked glass, for this soccessory of an
eolipss of the sun is nowhere more useful
than in the neighborhood of the squator.

The eclipse came off all right, but not at
The eky gazers saw only the
undimmed sun shining hotly. The shadow
cast by the moon did not happen to fall on
that part of the earth's surface. In con-
sulting his almanac, the unhappy editor
had failed to observe that the eclipse would
be visible only on the southeast coast of
Africa, in the southern half of Madagascar
and |p the south part of the Indian Ocean.

The journalist's explanation is regarded
as lame. It is he and not the sun that has
been eolipsed in the region of Zanzibar.

e e

THE POLICYHOLDERS.

To e Enttor or Tuw Suwx—Sir: Yen
have spoken out sa usual for the people,
without fear or faver, against the Hyde-
Harriman combine

Do not rest the case till it is safely landed
in the hands of Ambassaclor Choate

This | the earnest wish of the victims

MONTCLAIR, N J., April 13

The Earthquake tn India.

To TwR EpITOR OF THE SvN—Sir' 1 am & con-
stant reader of your very valued paper and follow
with interest the conlroversies always golng on
thereln, but mever liked to come forward with
any remarks from my own side, but I, 1o my sorrow,
read the undue remarks of your correspondent
*J.8 R* o TER SUN of April 11. | may say that
sa Bngllshman alone can be capable of chuekling
over such & oalamily as the recent earihquake in
India, which through the loss of life bas spread
gloom and sorrew throughout the land.

Sir. although 14 ts bad form In the exireme on
\he part of your correspondent and |t sounds like
the “music of Nero at the burning of Rome.” yei it
pevertheless expresass (though o Jest on Ble part),
the true sentiments of the Orientals. who Always
attribute such dire vicissitudes as “plague, famine
and earthquake” to the maladminisiration of the
rulers of e gountiry, NUSERVAN PANSHARY,

Nuw Yourg, April 14,

For & Nlagara Preservation Soolety.
TO ™aE EDITOR OF Tar Sow-— Sy In view of the
destruction that tareatens Nisgara Falls. could not
pumber of lafluenual New Yorkers be
would combine lo prevent 8 calasirophe
The scheme. as It now siande, Is
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LET THE TEACHERS SPEAK.

Argument ln Favor of & Shertened Sohool
Day for Primary Classrs.

To ruw Epiton or Tur Bux -Sir: The
teachers of the city are a unit in support of
your editorial of Wednesday praising the
Board of Bchoo! Buperintendents for coming
10 the resolution to ask the sctual teachers to
point out the defects and recommend im-
provements In the conduet of the schools.

| Too long has the direction of things been
| #ntirely (aken from the hands of the actual
| teachers; we are now apparently to hiave some

Views expressed by those who bear the bur-
den of the day and the Leat thereof, and
not werely spin theories abput it.  For your
oditor.al our thanks are due.

Poasibly some novel views on the balf day
question will find a place in your columns.
Ab energetio lady has presented to the Board
of Education on behalf of the Consumers’
League a report protesting sgaiust the short-
enlog of the school day for the firss two years

| to three and one-half hours. The report
| proves, with marvellous accuracy as to fig-

1 would prefer 10 see the trunk liu-s owned by the | \\ o that 60,053 children from 7 to 18, and

31,552 children of the age of 6, are in the classes
of those two years. The compller of the
report fears that a large part of those children,
aud perbaps a majority of them, would be
rmplovod in tenement or other workshops
U Yarious en ises, o. ¢., but

o AR e £ LA S
flowers, and bor, which, she
IR olitlug o or”pooe) hars S11 e

D ours w
prive them of in od?ooﬁn just such things

under the guise of manual traini where
they do them poorly enough (n oSt cases,

'it{nout any A .
ormed feats at home

1f they pe
for some & amounts opey, they wo

do them well enou under s mgulu:
80 perhaps Jn utﬁ- of the baulloﬂu

Is at hand, comes to s0/ve an &
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their manual traini I:!
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of doing chores s far ater after the lapse
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The mere fact that children might be
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us from this solution of the L.ll
way
Ing the foundations for & life of thrift and

Industry: why deny an equal chance for poor
the oityr o

children in R
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Pass the Corrupt Practices Aot.

To tax Epitor or Tas Bow —~8ir: One of
the best bills introduced during this session
of the Lagislature is the Brackett-Palmer
Corrupt Practices bill. It should have the
support of every man in the Senate and in
the Assembly, as well as of all good citizens
and voters of the State.

Lat us hope the bill will pass. It is a step
further toward laying a foundation for m
strong future politior] greatness for the
oountry. G. ToNBAD WABRTMANN,

AMSTERDAN, April 14

ORERT
Pu

Confessions of the Poor Spellers

To ra® Eprror oF Tum Svx-—Sir: “H. P. TH"
rule would be a good ome, if It hadn’t so many ex-
oeptions. Offband. ! can mention these: mulleln,
sleigh, sleight. clelk, Plelades, Lejcester, financler,
prescience, consclence, mercies —and there are
doubtless many others.

The word contalning “e!” which | have ofienest
sten misspelied is “weird.” This s spelied wrongly
in books put out by our best publishing houses,
and s correct orthography I8 so generally une
known that I have even seem In one of our best

magarines & reference to Sievenson's novel as
"Wier of Hermiston.” C. w.
Ramway, N.J., April 14,
To rax Forrom oy THE SUr¥—Sir:  Tour corre-

spondent who Is tronbled by his “I's” and “e's” Is
evidently unfamiliar with the old couplet in refer-
ence 1o placing them together.
“Put ‘I' before ‘e’ except afier ‘c*: or when
propounced itke *a’, as In weigh and in neigh.”
Naw Yorx, April 18, L MC

To rRE EDITOR OF THE SUN-—Sir M ost of Staten
1sland is surprised that the name of old Dr. Fowler
has not been mentioned by THR SUN'S correspon-

dents on the subject of the ten wWords most dif. |

cult 10 spell. Ogden Fowler has long been recog-
pized as our most expert orthographer, It was he
who revived interest in the ancient sport of the
spelling bee and his prowess Lo standing up longer
than any of his rivals is tbe burden of many exciting
tales that are still to be heard in the more remote

| sections of his laland home. NoWw, crowned with the

laurels of victory and surrounded by the loving
ocups wWon in she frays of his youth, he Is the su-
thority to whom all his neighbors canfidently turn
in any moment of doubt.

He always bad one test of any man's ablity ‘o
spell. and anybody who could write It correctly at the
first effort gained his hearty praise—which |s some-
thing that Staten 1siand considers worth strupgling
for. Thisis his senienoe: “Itis disagresabls w or.
celve the embarrassment of & harassed pedier
gauging the symmetry of & pesled potato or s
fuchsla.® 8 L

New York at the Coat Talls of Opportunity.
To THE EDITOR OF TEE SUN—Sir. o Tuesday's

| SUN 1 read & statement to the affact that “the New

York maa ls proverblally quick to selxe an oppor-
tunisy.” and 1 should like 0 know where, outside
of New York clty, whick is 100 cjlose for clear vision,
ne has that reputation. 1 have heard New Yorkers
talked of from Malne to Oregon. from St. Paul 1o
Galveston, and If they are quick to seiss an oppor-

| tualty nobody outside of the clty Nmits bas hesard

of It yet. Op the contrary, it I universally sald
and belleved that the New Yorker ia the slowest
man on earth to Accept an opportunity, aad the
best to develop 1t Wheh onoce somebody else has
proved that 1t Is & good thing. OFf course, every.
body in this broad jand may be mistaken about the
New Yorker exoept the Now Yorker himself, but
to prove that the New Yorker Is right, will Tas
SN kindly aanounece & few things that New Yorkers
have pot laken At second -hand, but have origloated
and developed themselves! This lst mest, of
course, exoept such things as are purely looal and
could pot, in their pature, be originated and de-
veloped elpewhere. w. .
NEw Youx, April 13
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“THE MASTER KNOT”

The Wil ¢f Man and the Infinite Wil
~Van Not & Virim «f Neoesslly.

To s Epsron oy Tue Sux —Sir; |1 have
been interested by the letters in THR BUN
on “The Master Knot,” and espsroially in that
of F. X. McCarthy of New York. Unlike his
predocessors, he has not been content with
“stating the case”™ of free will versus necos-
sity, but has chosen to champion the cause

of the necessitarians, a school of philosophy
apparently not as infuential to-day as it was
in the heyday of Tyndall and Herbert Spen-
cer,

The quastion is old and the philosophers of
avery age have discussed (t—to what pur-
pose? It has never been, can never be settled,
because that would involve a definite knowl-
edge upon the part of fluite man of the per-
son, mind and attributes of the infiniwe God.
If this is true, what folly to accept the éx-
treme of either theory and to dogmatize
thereon.

Mr. McCarthy says: “God must bave
yuunod my existence on earth, 1 must
ollow out my un‘. no matter what 1
might deaire to do.” In his opinion w is
wlomton. & mere puppet, exal or
M beld in oheck or spurred forward at
the will of the etornal: that will as inscrutable
as It Is absolute,
ray, is it then which makes

hat, ible
aﬁ: oonflict bet ween the nobler and the baser
e :. ch we all experience to a ter or

f & man does or thinks evil
of "pecessity,” why should there be
a struggle of the will, often with varying
res o&_ﬁ:m lete or partial success or
Mwﬂ t is this but the working of
power of choice ~man's pecullar posses
d o&hl;futfciory.’ .
phy of necesst not cheer-
‘o..f to say the least: for, oé;’m'ﬂ to its logi~
oconclusion, it has an undoubted tendency
to effort, to stifie the lnao,
to be or to achieve that which is worthy an
noble; In fact, the very word “achievement”
isa md,lnomor unless we presuppose the
of will. We cannot, it is true, apprecia
exact point where the fintte Oﬁdl and the ip-
finite begina, where human volition is mer
in eutralized by divine wer; but
we do n:w. tJm man has (and uses) powers
of thought and actlon which make ridiculovs
the denial of his possession of a pm‘w
moral agency G. W,
Burraro, April 14

Rapid Transit

To Tas Epitor or Tas Sun—Sir: An
inocident on the subway yesterday affords an
fllustration of what sometimes takes place ln
that subterranean region.

The train—a local train—stopped suddenly,
very suddenly, between Ninety-sixth and.
110th streets. Luckily there was an airhole
near by. I am thankful to say that in my
car there was only one lady present. BShe
didn’t say much except to the guard, and he
was as dumb as the Sphinx. When she found
he would not answer her questions, she gave
him a look which would have frozen several
lakes in the warmest climate. The man next
to me ventured to remark that he dida't
much care whether the traln went on then or
the next morning. This brought another
fcy stare from the lady that assured us all
that she was not happily married.

Presently, however, & man appeared with
& lantern. His name was BillL. We knew
this, as every one in sight called him Bill
He whispered to the guard, whom he called
Plu. and ta'en went through the oars with his

sntern, ® thought he must be a m

Aladdin. The guard Bill then prooeeded to

open and shut the doors with & great deal

of vehemence, and look out in the distanoce.
he looked out he coughed. en he re-

apesed Luto the state in which he originally

?ho lady glared, but ?{lu. the guard, never

m .

w
lost his ocomposure, had apparent]
::dmmpuokbod nothing, but still he 'p" lcron:

silen
Meantime, we were all (n & dead fright that
another traln would crash Into us, Such
things have S«n kgown iu thasubway. This
fortunately didn't happen. We stayed where
we were, quietly and sedately, for half a

hour, while Bill with the lantern went to an

At last we heard cries from the depths of:
“Go ahead, Bill'" From this we ﬁu.h:m the
motorman’'s name was also Bill. Bill the

motorman wasn't in & hurry seemingly,
for he made the train give a grunt, whic
carried it on a few vards, agd then {t stop:
suddenly again. s Was sigual for

the lantern m n. to go to nga fro in the cars
again. He seem 1o ru:y . but
we were all g to see hlr:, 'or at least ho
shed a Light on soene, In the end Bill the

torman, L8 ve d
mo S0k 8 we pn him, and glided

ut this wasn't all “gaoa we reached
110th street, Bill, the guard, shouted out in
DOrfootLy. polite tones that the next stop
would 145th street. As this was a loosl

like attitude, explal n vigorous language
that he was behind and must make time,
What was the use of compisining’ We
all got out and alon @& an express, which
stopped at every sta lot 5o goes k‘
NEw YoRrg, April 13. T.

The Rights of Plckpookets,

To rae Eprrok or THE SUN —Sir: It |s Bot often
1hat the editorial columns of THE SUN afford its
readers an opportunity W correct an inadvertent
or erronsous statement, but in your edilorial ea-
titled “The Case of Young Mr. Hyde.” In Ts St
of April 6, you are surely Inadverient or In error
whes you state; “Of course 1t \s & univernslly son-
ceded polnt of law that a pickpookes who has abdb-
stracted & purse, and, belag detocted, resiores it 10
the owner, by that act sbaglves blmselfl from the
intemtion and the consequences of orime. No
senslble person will dispute that.”

Now. st the risk of being barred from this very
estimable class the writer will uadersake to dispute
that,
1t has alwayy been “a universally conceded polat
of law" that “voluntary restitution by the thief
after the larceny is compiete. Bo matter how soon
the repea'ance follows the orime. will not purge
his guilt, though It may be idered in mitigats
of his punishment.” And the Oourt of Appeals of
New York State has even held that &
possession of tbe siklen property” by the thief,
though but for & momeat, I8 sufliclaant W sustala
convictlon for larceny. And Im abother case,
where & thief was caught in she aot of withdrawing

| that the pocket was empty and nothing could be
| stolen, the New York Court of
sustaloed the defendant’s conviction &s an attémpt
to commit the orime of larceny.

The first of the cases above referred 1o was almost
1dentical aa to Ita facts wich the case which you have
supposed. The thie! thers pucceeded In lifting the

book of & bank coliector only about three
inches out of the pockel, when he was detected,
and he let go of the purse, HMe was nevertheless
convioked of larceny and Ms conviotion was sus-

S

tatned.

Are you not In ervor therefort tn your statement
that “a plokpocket who has abstracied A purse,
and. belng detected, restores 14 to the owner, by
that act aAbsolves hmrt_r'm- the inwention and

consequenoes of crime
o M. 0. Horsrmx,

gnves Crry, N. M., April &

To Ta® PorroR or THE SUN—Sitr: Io a leading
editorial last week dealing with Mr. Hyde, Tmz
Stx made (his amariog statement “Of course, It
is & universally conoeded polnt of law that & plck-
pocket who bas abstracted & puree, and, belng
detected, reglores It to the owner, by that act ab-
| solves himesl! from (he Imlention andibe conse-
quences of crime.” It has caused conaiderable
amusemeal o srversl lawyers to whom I have
sbown I,

Wi Tex Sux state from what schosl of law It
oblalns 1@ lnformationt d.J. F.

Naw Yosx, Aprll 18

The argument of our two learned corre.
spondente impresses us with its grarvity. Of
ita conclusiveness there can be no quection.

Return of the Saaflf Bex.

From e Clothtor and Furnisher.

There s no telling Dut wha' a1 some not far dis-
tant day the modern Beau Brummaeis will be tapping
the gold suufl boxes, dippiag the Aager tips oo the
best of rappee aAnd extending he fragrant powder
for tbe use of theur friends with that (nefabie grace
and delideration characierstic of the gen'l: men
of the o)d school. There are now 1o be seen 4t &
famons mstrepolilan store some marvellous me-
ehanloal devices ln spull boxes. Aside from bhigh
priced noveities, all varieties of snuff conialpers
are being asked for st the shope—ostensibly for
placing o the cabinst 4t home, but the plach of
snufl therefrom mAy booome A8 essentlal jo the
dandy of the twenllelh osntury as the gold tipped
clgareite.

Wit of the Unknown.

From (he Madras Ploneer.
Tue Artisan Lodge beld thelr semi-monthly meet

wer

train, it seemed rather d on the passengers, {
but Bill, the cu%udﬂnx his Sphinx- |

e ——————— e —

REFUSED TO AID THE SYLPH.

“We're Not & Towboal,” Sigwalled Fruty
Steamer to the Presideat's Yaeht,

Newpont News, Va., April 14.—The Presi-
dent's yacht Bylph was towed info Hampton
Roads t.-day in & orippled condition by
the Fl Cid. Two of the yacht's boller
tubes blew out yesterday while sho was off
Cape Hatteras. The yacht, upon arrival
at 014 Point, signalled the Norfolk Navy
Yard by wireless and the tug Mobawk was
swt to tow the Sylph to theyard. Hare
Lieut. F. T. Evans, commander of the ves-
sel, said that T. F. Murphy, & first class
machinist, was severely bumned on the face
and hands, and that J. J. Dalton, a seaman,
was similarly bumed by the blowing out of
the two boiler tubes. The men will recover
and did not have to be sent to the naval
hespltal.

Lieut. Evans said that Mrs. Roosevelt
left the yacht at Jacksonville on Saturday
last and on Wedneslay the Sylph, which had
called at Charleston, sailed from that port.
That night a severe gale made much trouble.
The 8ylph passed the Diamond 8hoals Light-
ship at 2:30 o'cloock Wednesday morning.
Two hours later the explosion cocurred and
the yacht was anchored.

“S8oon, in answer to our signals,” said
Lieut. Evans, “the schooners of the New
York mackerel fishing fleet surrounded us
and stood by all night doing everything
they could to preserve us from harm.
Shortly after the asccident the United
Fruit Company’s steamer Oteri, bound for
Baltimore, hove in sight, Answering our
signals for help she signalled. “We are not &
towboat,’ and passed on.”

Lisut. Evans said he was informed here
that the Oteri proceeded up Chesapeaks
Bay without sigoalling that there was a
vessel in peril outside. He and Mrs. Evans,
who was with him aboard, are highly in-
dignant at the Oteri's action. The Lieu-
tenant said he would report the matter to
Washington to-day.

The Morgan liner El Oid came along late
yesterday, picked up the Sylph and towed
her in here. The yachtis apparently not
injured, save in the bofler. A survey will
be held after which it is expected thatre-
pairs will be made here.

T0 OPEN ODD NEW CHUROH.

Archangel's 8 Combinatien of Apartments
and Auditeriam.

The new Episcopal Church of the Arch-
angel, in 8t. Nicholas avenus, just north
of 114th street, will be opensd to-morrow.
The church building, which is a combina-
tion of auditorium and house, is

A C.
It i# this church w
the first thn:hoo-morr(;‘v.
chairs take the gsce

The rector, the Rev. mp 8
oo PRI, st
@ ; s
at A.IJ‘Souh‘ Church. One from
to-morrow some memorials will

include an altar, of marble,

given by Eastman in

the
of their parents, mdcmdojoﬂvnby
the Marr family in memory of 0
Marr, lon -enLr warden of prh:
I i
e o urch an
dison avenus and Sixty-sixth
it will be consalidated with the
Church.

WINS 875,000 IN ASPHALT SUIT.

Yerdiot for Juan P. Julia tn Actien Over
Venervela Cenocssiens.

Juan P. Julia got a verdict of $75,000 on .
Thursday in his suit agaioet George W.
Crichfield, tried before Judge Lecombe of
the United States Circuit Oourt snd a jury.
The action was for damages for breach of
made in Mexico City on March
10, 1900, by which Crichfield agreed to give
i $100,000 in stock
ofleorpowiontobe!oﬂnodtf Julia would
*use his best endeavors® to secure asphalt

ammvm
the evidence before

was formed, United States
and Venezuela Company, to work the mine
Inclarte

Aftar 2,000 tons had been taken out &nd
got his $5,000 in cash, but no

refusal being that
not secured the mine contracted

John I. Waterbury gave a complimentary
dinner at the Metropolitan Club last even-
ing to Benator John Kean of New Jarsey
in celebration of the latter's reelection to

troduct b Harvey, who re.
ferred t‘::lnyu 'tbe':ma ular mem ber
the United

Bta

Among the other guests Senator
i Lo ot e B, foe
o Y . Roger=
. om‘.'ﬂ-m H. Harriman
Richard T. Wilson, George W. kins,
Ed J. Berwind, George F. Baker
Alonzo B, Hepburn, Gen. James H. Wiison,
August ,_Bt. Clair McKelway,
Benator Hamiton Fish, John [.
3 Chubb James

Stillman.

GRAVE DIGGER FOR COACHMAN.

The Best Beeretary Shaw Feund In he
Civil Servioe List of Fligibles.
Waisrmworon, April  14.—Searetary of
the Tressury Shaw wants & ocoachman
but he discoversd several days ago the!
under the new rules of the Civil Serviv

Commission the driver of his o OAr -
riage must he from the classifie
service. ry oalled on the com-
misslon for & list of aligibles, three
nemes were submitted to-day. Bhaw
finds lhllml‘!n bu‘ of ot at (l
a grave digger at St. ‘s ta
for the Insane and natm)yht::tn
coachman, but pot driven a le
of any kind for yoars. The Bec-
retary has, however, abowt decided to give
the a trial.

Reooption to the RadelliTe Clubd.
Mr. and Mrs. Dave H. Morris gave &
rece ption at the Me
evening &t which a
well 'hbw ™ of

litan Gubom Friday
friends and

College had sn
Club of

d'h.t |
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