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The Tarnished Spoon.

No man now on earth has stated the
cheery philosophy of the life that is
worth living, the obligations of common
humanity, the graces and generosities
that are needed to gild a sordid world,
more frequently and unctuously than
the benevolent old underwriter upon
whose deeds the hundred eyes of the Dis-
trict Attorney's office are now supposed
to be converging. His precepts are
benedictions; for example:

* Keep In touch egith the young. Joln in their
games, be a feature§h the dance, romp the fastest
and turn the quickest in the Virginla reel or the
country dance, go up to the old college and light
your pipe and sing college songs, take your children
to the theater and Wowl with :hﬂm at the roaring
farce and latigh with them at the comedy and cry
with them at the tragedy:; be their confidant In
thelr love affalrs, and, If they are not equal to it,
write their love letiers, and never stop writing
some for yourself., Thus will the twentleth century,
with its cleaner purposes, Its higher endeavors
and ts limitleas opportunitles, weigome us older
fellows as the youngest and most vigorous of those
who are to solve Its problems and make 1y record.”

Throughout the wholo lifo of the ex-
oellent Dr. DEPEW he seems to have
practised what he preached. He cer-
tainly kept in touch with the young Mr.
Hyne. He has danced with the dancers
and romped with the rompers and sung
with the singers and smoked with the
smokers and howled his way with the
howlers into the cleaner purposes and
limitless opportunities of the twentieth
century. And when his fellow townsmen
in Peekskill, about a dozen years ago,
perpetuated his virtues and his bland
and benign physiognomy in a splen-
did edition of gold or silver gilt souvenir
spoons, with variations in the way of
orange spoons, paper knives and bon-
bon ladles, they published to the world
th's estimate of his moral greatness:

* CHAUNCEY M. DEPEW-hls life and character
are without a parallel In this generation; the value
of his lhb\lchtlul mind, the wisdom of his sense,
the beauty of his speech, are the prideof the nation;
and to every boy In Amerlca's common schools
and to every young man In America's colleges
are an inspiration to vie with each other to approach
the acme of his perfections.

“ Pecksklll, birthplace of CRAUNCEY M. DEPEW,
sends forth its Souvenir Spoon. consclous that the
designer and sllversmith have gracefully wrought
in silver and gold a correct and exqulsite llkeness
of her lllustrious son.”

The illustrious son and acme ®f Peeks-
killian perfection testified as follows
before the State Superintendent of In-
surance regarding the loan by himself
and the other members of the Equitable's
executive committee to the Depew Im-
provement Company of Buffalo:

“ 1 have been, ! think. unusually successful In |

my practise in pulling clients out of financlal dit-
flculty and administering thelr estates when they
put them in my hands, as several of them have
done, and 1 now have properties to the amount of
& good many milllons of dollars of several people
who leave thelr propertles entirely In my hands,
to be administerea as | sce fit; and in all such things
I have made money for my clients. But whenever
1 take a thing for mysclf I demonstrate that when
alawyer s hisown client hehas a fool for acllent.”

At the time of the transaction between
the Equitable and the Depew Improve-
ment Company Mr. DEPEW was special
counse] for the protection of the Equi-
table's interests at an annual retainer of

+ $20,000. The Equitable was his client.

He was administering the estate of the
Equitable's policyholders. The Depew
Improvement Company, named for him,
and in which_he held a large stock inter-
est, got into financial difficulties in 1901.
The Insurance Dep:rtment had ap-
pra'sed its proper.y at $150,000. The
Depew company applied ‘¢ the Equitable
for a loan of $2 0,00c. Mr. DEPEW'S
testimony continues:

“ Q. You voted In ln\';wr of this loan In the exec-
utive committee? A, 1 think I did, but T want
to say that | didn't advise the loan, and was not
consulted dbout it at all.

“Q. I suppose you are aware that in 1001 there
was an appralsement made by the Insurance De-
partment of that property, and their appralsal
was $1500000 A, No!' I dldn't know about that.
Didn't | write a letter——

*Q. Youwrote aletter to the Insurance Depart-
ment asking us to reappralse® A. Yes; but that
was becausc the manager asked me to write the
letter, on the ground that the appraisers did not
understand the business and that the appraisal
was ridiculously below the real value.”

The reappraisal thus procured by Mr,
DEPEW wa $303,730. The loan o $250,-
t00tot @aD pew Improvement Company
was mad:, Mr. DEPEW vo ing for the
loan as a member of the executive com-
mittee of the Equitable directors. At
the same time, as a promoter of the land
development scheme of th2 Depew Im-

‘provemen Company, he contracted to

guarantee the Equitable against the loss
of the money loaned to the Depew Im-
provement Company. The Depew com-

' pany failed, the Equitable's mortgage

was foreclosed, and the property on
which $250,000 had been loaned fetched
$50,000. With the accrued interest the
loas to the policvholders whose interests
Mr. DEPEW has been paid $20,000 a year
for sixteen yvears to protect was about
$225,000. »

But there remained his contract or
guarantee t> save the Equitable from
loss. Concerning this feature of the
transaction his own testimony is some-
what vague;

U1 will say oright here thal Wheo the guarantors
eigned the guarantee the managers sald that no
money would ever be required of us, because they
had partles that were golng to buy the property
and take It off our hands

“ Q. As a lawyer, do you think that this paper
Bxes any llabliity on you of apy kind! A, As &

/

-
l
|

lawyer, 1 don't think so, and 1 am informed by the
counsel of the recelver that it does not.”

But the practical repudiation of the
good Dr, DEPEW'S guarantee is described

|
|
{ in somewhat plainer terms in the testi-
]
l}

mony of Mr, G. R. BrowN, the super- |

intendent of the Equiteble's bond and
mortgage department:

" Q. Have you persoaally spoken to AMr. Wrnn
or Mr. DEPEW and suggesied that they were per

sonally responsibie for the performance of this !

agreement and lable to the Equitable soclety for
loss? A. 1 personally hgve not seen Mr, WenA
[ have spolten to Mr. DEPRW, becausc it was at bls
reques! that 1 examined the property a year ago

* Q. What did you say to him on that subject!?
A. At that time he led me to belleve that be was
golng to see the Fqultable through without any
loss.

* Q. Whatedid he say o substance! A, He sald
tn substance that he had been dragged lnto this
matter by WALTER WEBB—who is now deceased—
1 believe, a brother of Dr. S,wARD WEBB; that the
place had been named after him without his con-
sent,and that he had sunk $123,000 to $150,000 of hls
own monoey in 1t, which he was willing to lose Lt
necessary, or put in more to help the Equitable out
and get it out without loss.

“ Q. DId he say In substance that he would save
the Equitable harnless for the delay? A. Yes,
he did.

“ Q. That promise on his part bas never heen
reduced to writlng, egoept 8o far as it appears in
this exhibit? A. No, &ir.

“ Q. And I suppose that you undsrstood & per-
sonal promise of the sort waa not legally binding,
didn't you?! A. Yes, alr.

“ Q. Do you know if Mr. DRPEW made the same
statement to any other persom in your presence?
A. He made the statement to the comptroller of
the soclety in my presence.

*Q. To Mr, JORDAN? A, Yes, air.”

We have spoken of the Peekskill
spoons in their pristine brightness. If
you possess one of these spoons or ladles,
with its correct and exquisite likeness of
the Hon. CHAUNCEY M. DEPEW, lock it
up, for heaven's sake!

Better yet, have it melted down into
plain bullion without loss o' time, lest
gome boy in the common sohools of
America or some young man in the col-
leges of America shall see it and be in-
spired to emulation.

Mr. Bristow's Panama Report.,

No doubt the bosom of the Hon. J. L.
BrisTow swelled with pride as he read
Secretary TAFT'S encomium on his re-
cent Panama Railway report, We shall
offer no objection to the encomium. As
a report the Bristow production is
doubtless admirable. But we are not
in full accord with all of the Hon. J. L.
BRISTOW'S conclusions.

His proposal that the transisthmian
railway be put in proper railway order
and run as a road should be is right and
reasonable. It can be made a very use-
ful adjunct in the construction of the
canal. Its due efficiency is no more
than a reasonable business proposition.
In his fifth recommendation we strike
a snag. He proposes the opening of the
ports of Colon and Panama to the use
of “all steamship lines on equal terms.”
As these are the principal seaports of a
foreign country it is not altogether
clear that Mr. BRISTOW'S recommenda-
tion comes entirely within the scope of
American legislation, The end might
be reached perhaps through a diplo-
matic request submitted to the authori-
ties of the Republio of Panama.

Recommendations No, 8 and No. 7 are
a little peculiar. They provide, in ef-
fect, that if there is not enough business
in steamship transportation on either
side of the Isthmus to induce private
capital to run steamship lines the United
States shall go into the business of ocean
transportation and run steamers in con-
nection with the railroad. As a matter
of commercial politics it probably makes
no difference whether the Government
carries freight and passengers at fixed
tariff rates.in cars or in cabins. But the
acquigition of the Panama Railway by
the Government has its special justifi-
cation. This does not seem to us quite
the same thing as the ownership and
operation of steamship lines from do-
mestic to foreign ports. If we are to
run a line from New York or New Or-
leans to Colon and a line from San Fran-
cisco to Panama why should we not
run similar lines to &her foreign ports
where there is not business enough to
attract private capital?

Has not the Hon. J. L. BRISTOW an-
other recommendation coming? Is the
bunch which he submits quite worth the
$10,000 paid for them?

Has China to Do With the
Peace Negotiations?
According to a telegram from Paris,

China has addressed a note to the French

Government gimilar to the notes pre-

What

viously presented to the Japanese and |

Russian Foreign Offices, expressing a de-
sire to take part in the peace conference
about to be held at Portsmouth. We
have been informed unofficially that the
proposal was received with some favor
at St. Petersburg, but firmly repelled
at Tokio. Under the circumstances,
it may be significant that the third
Power approached should have been
Russia's ally. The move looks like an
attempt to divert the sympathy of neutral
nations from the Japanese on the plea
that China ought to be consulted as to
the disposition of her territory.

The plea is a specious one, but it will
not bear close examination. In the
fate of Corea the Pekin Government is
not concerned, except as a treaty Power
having commercial relations with the
Peninsula Kingdom. Her old claim to
suzerainty was formally renounced by
tha Treaty of Shimonoseki. Undoubt-
edly, China has a right to demand the
restoration of her authority throughout
the whole of Chinese Manchuria. Even
Russia, although she failed to carry out
her promise to evacuate that region in
1908, never asserted any right to exercise
sovareignty in it, but, on the contrary,
repeatedly disclaimed any intention
of doing so. Japan, on her side, both
before and since the outbreak of the
war, has disavowed any purpose of
securing territorial aggrandizement at
China's expense, and has, indeed, based
her claim to the goodwill of neutral
Powers on the limitation of her object
to the expulsion of the Russians from
Manchuria. Both belligerents, there-
fore, are estopped from opposing the
restitution of  Chinese sovereignty
throughout the three Manchurian prov-
inces,

Sovereignty, hovﬁver, ia one thing;

the right accruing under a lease or fran-
chise is another. It is well known that
| the Russian Qovernment obtained from
 China a twenty-five year lcuse of the

tip of the Liaotung peninsula, the section |

including Port Arthur and Dalny, and

{that & Russian private corporation

arquired a {ranchise authorizing it to

[ build and operate the Manchurian
" branches of the Siberian Railway.
this leass and this franchise be treated
es " asseots, transferable by
or voluntary, assignment? The
| Government says: No: such assets are

not transferable, bLecause the grantor

of a lease or franchise may have re-

served equities that would be sacrificed |

| by a transfer. It is doubtless true that
a nation, oconscious of weakness or
desirous of isolation, might muake con-
cassions to one Power which it would
withhold from another. Chinese sover-
eigns permitted the relatively feeble
Portuguese to retain a foothold at Macao
after the subjects of more powerful
European State: had been expelled
from the Mlddle Kingdom. Japan her-
self, for a generation, mads a similar
exception in favor of Holland's unim-
por ant trading post a' Nagasaki It
is at least conceivable that the Pekin
Government might object to Japan as
a tenant of Port Arthur, or as an as-
signee of the Manchurian railways.
Plausible, consequently, are the grounds
on which China requests to be heard at
a peace oconference the decisions of
which may sensibly affeet her interests.
It is natural, on the other hand, that
Japan should insist upon conducting
the negotiations for peace directly
and exclusively with her opponent.
The participation of China might lead
to vexatious complications and inter-
minable delay. The preliminary ques-
tion would at once arise: Shall China's
assent be essential to the formulation
of terms of peace; or may it be passed
over, in the event of an agreement be-
tween the belligerents? Japan could
hardly be expected to recognize China's
assent as indispensable; while, if it
might be treated as negligible, China

take part in tha Portsmouth conference.
It is plain enough that if the negotia-
tions are to have any prompt and definite
result the two belligerents should be
left to come to an agreement without
intermeddling on the part of any other
Power. Indisputably, the disposition
to be made of Port Arthur and Dalny
and of the Manchurian railways is a mat-
ter of interest to China, but the possible
modification of the arrangements made
at Portsmouth may properly be de-
ferred until after peace has been con-
cluded between Russia and Japan.
Then representatives of the Mikado and
the Chinese Emperor should be able
to agree on the conditions upon which
China would ratify the transfer of leases
and franchises in Manchuria.

The fact that China's request to par-

viewed with less disapprobation at St.
Petersburg than at Tokio is at least
suggestive. The late L1 HuNxG (CHANG
might have set just such a trap. Japan
will ' not fall into it, however. The

mistake that events compelled them to
make in 1895. They are not likely to
tolerate on China's part an interference
which they would not brébk a second
time at the hands of Germany and
France.

The Pay of Government Servants,

The correspondent who suggests, in
a letter which we print to-day, that a
convention of the people be called “for
the express purpose of demanding a
return to the ‘simple life' on the part of
their Representatives or public servants
at the seat of the Federal Government,”
exageerates the condition of profuse
expenditure which he would prevent.

Washington, as a whole, 8o far as con-
cerns the vast mass of the Federal offi-
cials, already exemplifies the “simple

towns of America. From highest ta low-
est, all except comparatively very few of
them live without ostentation. They are
compelled to economy of expenditure
by official salaries small relatively to
the incomes of rich men. Mr. Roosg-
veur said at Asbury Park that every
member of his Cabinet could make more
than his official salary if he went in for
money making in private life; and prob-
ably all of them have additional private
fortunes which enable them to live hand-

Cabinet officers is not great.
modestly enough.

They live

penditures is small.

salaries wholly. During the sgessiors
of Congress they are scattered in hotels

very moderate prices, In all the suh-
ordinate places in the departments, even
those in which great abilities are required,
the salaries are small, and all except
very few of the officeholders are com-
pelled to live with the economy such
narrow incomes impose.

Our friend instances the large ex-
penditures of Mr. WHITELAW REID at
London as an illustration of the pro-
fuseness he would prevent. He would
have it “poseible for a man of moderate
means” to succeed Mr, RFID as Ambas-
sador; but actually it is already possible.
Ambassador CHOATE got along famously
in London without attempting to keep
up such a dieplay. Mr. JoHN HAY, who
preceded Mr. CHOATE as Ambassador,
was a rich man, but we heard little about
his manner of life in London, When
L Mr. BAYARD was at London he made and
was able to make no great social dis-
play. Mr. PHELPS was not rich enough to
keep up a high state socially, nor was Mr,
LowELL; yet all of these lent distinction
to the office and received the distin-
guished consideration of English so-
ciety., However moderate the means
of a man, it is possible for him to sustain
the dignity of the Ambassadorship to the
Court of St. James's; yvet the American
people for their own dignity ought to
provide suitable residences for their
Ambassadors and Ministers at every
European capital, and they ought to
give these reprcicntatives of their

Can |
conquest |

Pekin |
it was raised to $2 a day and 88 for every

could not, with any show of dignity, |

ticipate in the peace negotiations was |

Mikado's advisers will not repeat the |

life” more than any other of the great |

| sideration.

somely. But that is & mere accident; and, |
generally, the state kept up by these |

The number of men |
in Congress who can afford lar w | 3 v
A The vast l:,'ﬁ; r“: | in 1808 and has a claimed membership of |

8 ajority

of them live frugally on their «)lli('iuli

and voarding houses at which they pay '
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power salaries which comport with the
importance of the offices.

The salaries of officials of the

| United States Government have been

increased several times since ita founda-
tion, and necessarily, for the relative
value of money has declined. For in-
stance, in 1780 the salaries of Senators
and Representatives were fixed at $6
a day and §8 for every twenty miles of
travel. In 1705 these sums were in-
creased to $7 each. In 1816 the salary
was made $1,500 per annum. In 1818

twenty miles of travel. In 1836 the pay

| was put at 3,000 and mileage as before,

and in 1868 the salary was raised to $5,000
and of the Speaker to $8,000, as these are
now. The salary grab act of 1873, which
increased the pay to $7,500 for Sena-
tors and Representatives, aroused an

| indignant protest, not because of the

increase in itself, but because the raise
was made retroactive only in the case
of Congress, and that feature was con-
cealed under a raise of the salary of the
President from $25,000 to $50,000 a year,
of the Chief Justice from $8,500 to $10,500,
and of the Vice-President, Cabinet offi-
cers and AssociatesJustices from $8,000
to $10,000, none 6f them retroactive.
This salary grab act was repealed the
next year, and all the salaries exoept
those of the President and Justices re-
verted to the old standard.

These salar es should be now increased
moderately, and the bill for that pur-
pose introduced into the last Congress
ough: to bs passed; but no increass
which would justify extravagant ex-
penditures commensurate with those of
many very rich men is suggested. nor
would it be defensible.

So far from profuseness of expendi-
ture by a public offioar being neoessary
for him to maintain the dignity of his
place, it rather works to his disadvan-
tage in this Rapublic. The man in office
who lives on hi. official salary, modestly
and simply, gains a better reputation
with the American people than the man
who surrounds himself with costly luxu-
ries. But the proposed. and roquisite,
increase in salaries permits of no such
profuseness and is only commensurate
with the more expensive standard of
living since the old days.

Caring for Prisoners.

Comptroller GROUT'S annou cement
that the Finance Department will audit

| and pay bills incurr d by the police for

faeding prisoners should b2, and of
course will be, the signal for the end of
the practise under which needy persons
caught by the law have been obliged to
depend on the charity of individuals for
their meals while awaiting arraignment.
The inhumanity of locking men and
women up for almost twenty-four hours
without feeding them is manifest, and
the injustice of calling on policemen to
sacrifice part of their pay to repair the
city's negligence is apparent.
Unfortunately it cannot be said that
in this particular alone the city has
treated persons under arrest unjustly.
No one who is familiar with the prison
rooms and cells of the police stations
in the city needs to be told that they
are a discredit to the community. Many
of them positively menace the health
not alone of the persons confined in
them but of the neighbors; and, except
in the most modern stations, they are
badly designed, poorly ventilated and
impossible to keep clean. A police
station prisoner is subjected to “cruel
and unusual punishments” merely by
being placed in the cells. Were the
State to keep its convicts in such cells
as the city provides for mere suspects,
who are as likely to be innocent of crime
as they are to be guilty, there would be
indignation meetings from Montauk Point
to Buffalo within twenty-four hours.
When Magistrates discharge prisoners
with a reprimand, the verbal rebukes
they utter sometimes seem inadequate.
If the prisoners have been locked up
overnight in a police station, however,
they have not escaped lightly, and this
is a fact that Magistrates take into con-
The city will do only a
part of its duty by feeding ita prisoners.

| The conditions under which they are

held onght to be reformed promptly
from ton to bottom.

The number of members of the Benevo-
lant and Protective Order of Elks in attend-
ance in Buffalo on Tuesday has been esti-
mated as between 20,000 and 30,000. Thia
fraternal order, established in 1868, has
200,000 members, and the attendance of as
many as 20,000 at the Buffalo'convention is
an evidence of interest as well as of the
stability of membership.

The FEagles, a similar fraternal order,
bt not a rival of the Elks, was established

150,000. The Knights of Columbus, founded

in 1882, who had their national convention ,

very recently at Los Angeles, have 135,000

| members, of whom, according to the rec-

ovds, 88,000 are “social” and 47,000 *{nsured”
members.

While the fraternal organizations of the
country, those depending on the good fel-
lowship, sociability and comradeship of
their members, are, in Western phrase,
booming, it would appear that organiza-
tions of a provident or protective character,
which appeal for membership on the ground
of financial benefits which come to their
members by insurance funds or sick bene-
fits, are compelled to make concesaions of
rates and charges, as has been seen in sev-
eral notable cases this summer.

By many members or intending members
of social organizations the view appears to

be held that “insurance” is a plain business :

proposition, to be handled most effectively
by companies officially chartered for that
purpose. Fraternity is one thing; insur-
ance {8 another.

Did the Attorney-General of the State
of New York loan his copy of the Equitable
testimony on Sunday?

It was a lucky day for Canada when,
mainly through the efforts of the late
WiLLIAM MoDovUGALL, the vast area of
territory belonging to the Hudson Bay
Company was added to the Dominion at
an expense of only $1,500,000. To-day
that territory has a population of 800,000,
Its agricultural and other products this
vear are officially valued at more than
$100,000,000, or over sixty-five times its
original cost. The Dominion Government
is now urged to grant a pension to Mr,
McaoNGALL'S family.

The Depew Improvement Company !
There seema to have been room for it.

An Argument That Its Use ought to Be
Prohib.ted by Civillzation.

To T’E Epi1on or TRE SUN—Sir; Serious

efforta for a world peace all seem to be di-

rected to the main question of war as a whole,

and the event seems to prove that the world |

is as yet no more ready for this change than
for many other reforms, stillborn
their time. Meantime, are not the really
unnecessary "horrors of war” increasing in
detail, and with littlo or no serious effort to
shate them, when, much might be accom-
phished by turning the growing sentiment for
peaceful methods in a more practical direc-
tion for which the times rmay be ripe? Must
neutral life and shipping continue to be ex-
posed to the hazards of the uncontrolled or
derelict floating mine? Can we not eliminate
this pirate, one may call it, in the samne man-
ner that civilization has by agreement de-
stroyed other piracy, proscribed the privateer
and prohibited the explosive bullet, has made
them barbarisms and put them l_n the past
together with the polsoned arrow and the
stinkpot?

But most serious of all, Is peace, too, to be
made “hell,” and by such a boomerang as {8
the submarine boat? Moreover, will the
stronger war Powers persist in discounting
their own strength by continuing to accord
to it & place ln their warfare, and in so doing
some day find a David? Dangerous as is
this weapon to him who wields it, even ln ex-
periment, !t is as vet of uncertain or dis-
puted power against an enemy. lt merely
offers another mieans of making a “lucky
shot,” and In this is unscientific and at vari-
ance with the modern principles of the pro-
fesslon of war, which are based less on strat-
egy wnd kindred methods, and more on care-
ful bhusinesslike preparation and attention
to organization and detail than ever before,
Of oourse, & Power having the exclusive use
of a new or unusual weapon, or discovering
such during a war, or having to combat it in
the hands of an enemy, would not neglect
to ues (t; but should such a weapon pass
without questinn into the armaments of the
world? 8hould it not be carefully examined
to see if it bs worthy a place there?

Iu order to build up warmuklnfn power
nations draw on their wealth, their [ndustry
their mechanical and inventlve genius, an
on the patriotisin and spirit of their men-—
on all their best. 71hese are drawn together,
and by inflnite pains are molded into the
fleet and army-—the nation’'s hoarded fund
for the defense of national honor. Must
this force be degraded by being made to try
conclusions b & game of chance with the
submarine—~a rambh:r with empty pockets,
with all to gain and nﬂ'.!:tng to lose? This
gnmblar, too, 8o far, has nothing to its gcore

ut debts? It Las not yet woh a place by a
single known victory in the two recent wars
in which it had a fair chance, whiie it owes
the world the lives of those men who have
been suffocated at the bottom of the fea In
fruitless experiments. 1s not this gambling
in lives as repugnant to internationul morais
as the profession cof the lawless gamester is
to decent society?’

Ar international peace or arbitration
agresment, unless supported by general dis-
armament, can last in our day only until
the prize at stake and the possession of war-
making power sufficient to win i1t make 1s
forget our “nmational morals " DBut we can
eliniinate the submurine and save lumanity
and the war svetem the reproach and spare
the victins the lLorrors ol such grewsome
deaths as those aboard the Farfadet. We
can do It with the same certainty that we
have eliminated the explosive bullet and
treachery under a flag of truce or under false
colore, We can eliminate it with the same
certainty that we have provided the humane
refuge of the Red (ross.

18 it less worth doing? This proposal, with
the proposal further to deflne and pre-
scribe jormissible weapons of war, should
be congenial to  the  DPresident, newly
distinguished in  the statesmanship  of

eace and humanity., The Departinents of
State, of War and of the Navy are ecach an
all deeply concerned in such a tprupnwnl. and
it is of such importance, aside from its bear-
ing on mere humaneness, that it should be
well worth the attention not only of the Execu-
tive, but of the heads which he himself has
chosen for there departments,

Without attempting to catalogue recent
known disasters to submarines, 1 may point
ont that the French Farfadet gives us but one
of a serles of similar warnings which we have
had even within the past vear from the ex-
perience of several navies. In the British
navy there is known to have been at least
one somewhat simila accident: that one at-
tended by a loss of ..fe almost, if not quite,
as great ae in the ‘m-wm case, In our own
navy, almost exactly one vear ago, one of
our submarines {ﬂlmcr‘d to the bottom in the
approaches to Newport, a depth of nearly
two hundred feet (thirty fathomeg), and was
brought to the surface with the three officers
and several men then aboard only by the
exercise of rare skill and judgment an the part
of the oMcer in command, combined with
the fortunate circumstance that, though
the mechanism of the vessael was deranged in
one respect, in all other reapects it stood
without failure the unusual strains due to
ex: esgjve depth and alinormal behavior.

NiEwpPonT, July 11, Hexny H. Wanb.

Tribute (o & Deceased Priest.

To THE EnDITOR oF THE SUN - Sir: Many
Americans who enjoved his hospitality and
friendship at Gibraltar and Westminster
will deplore the death of the Right Reverend
James Bellord, which was announced from
Southend, England, by the last mail. Few
Roman Catholic priests have had a wider
tollowing, and at Westminster Cathedral
men of every grade gathered to pay their
last tribute to their dead friend, from the
pathetic group of crippled army pensioners
from Chelsea, Irish, Welsh and English, to
the Duke of Norfolk. head of the British
Catholics, and dozens of King Edward's court.

In his varied career, the earlier part of
which was spent as chaplain in the British
Army, he was present through the Zulu war
and was deoorated for special bravery in aid-
{ng the wounded during the disastrous battle
of Ulundi. He served in the first Boer war
and through the whole Egvptian war of 1882,
At the battle of Tel-el-Kebir he was danger-
onaly wounded. Unable to move from the
streteher, he called three war correspondents
to his side. The doctor begged him to keep
&till, bnt he pointed to the dying and insisted -
and through the entire battle he was carried
by the correapondents, cheering the wounded
and performing the last offices to the dving
soldiere, In 1800 :he retired and was ap-
pointed Viecar .\[mﬁ(u!ir‘ of Gibraltar and
titular Bishop of Milevis, and he was after-
ward A\uxiliary Bighop t_»f A\ estminster

TiMoTHY G, RUSSELL.

NEw Yong, July 10,

A Purzzled Father.

To TRF EDITOR OF THE SUN
of two chlldren swho at my wife's death will recelve

| part of the value of a house ieft to her hy A relative,

to Ilve in or rent out during her lifetime as she sees
fit. In carrying out the provisions of this relative's
will, 1 am Informed by the executor that a speclal
guardlan mus' pe appointed to caamine the blll of
expenses to be sutmitted by him. [ am further
told that this specls guardian must be a member
of the tar,

As the house In question Is free and clear of any
morigage. all taxes having been pald to date, I
would thank you to inform me why I should be put
to the expense of about $100 when [ feel quite able
to act as guardian myself and declde whether my
childrén are being treated right or not. I might
add that the worthy executor wants to name his
own friend as "speclal guardlan.” JACE,

NeEw YORK, July 10

The Cholce of Evils,

To TAR EDITOR oF THE SUN--Sir: [ agree with
the sentiments éxpressed in yeaterday's SUN by John
Y. Culyer as to the Intense inconvenlience, not to
say suffering, caused by the closing of the ventl-
lators and windows In the trains passing through
the tunnel to and from the Grand Central Statlon
in warm weather.

1 belleve that the Ingress of the small amount
of smoke from tbe engines is far preferable to the
parbolling the passengers now recelve from the
closing of the ventilators and windows, an excel-
lent provocative of sunstroke. Let other passen-
gers on this route speak out.

NBW YORK,July 11, FREDERICK C. LAWYER,

The Roots of Hamilton College.

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN-—Sir: In my student
days at Hamllton College—1880-81—there were five
Roots in the Institution: Oren Root, professor
of mathematics, and his three sons. Oren Root,
Jr., was tutor; Walsteln a .iember of the class of
*62, and Ellhu Root of the class of '64.

80 much as to the famlly of Prof. Root. There
was another, Linus B. Root, class of ‘64, and, as |
now remember, & distans relative of the.others
above named. ANOTHER ALUMNUDS, '64,

CORTLAND, N. Y., July 11.

. Preference.
Some praise the man behind the desk,
The man behind the gun,
The man behind the this and that;
We laud them every one.

Now, none of these appeals to me;
But for a steady job
1 want to be the man bhehind
The corn upon the cobd.
' MCLANDBURGE WILSON,

before |

Sirs Tamthe father |

OFFICIAL SALARIES.

{ A Demand for orzanized Popuiar Protest
Axainst Profuseness.

To taE Epitonr o¥ Tue SuNn—Sir:  Your
| editarial to-day on “The Vulgar Talk About
Money," 18 lmon-s'.i'n:, timely aud to the
polnut,

You say toward the close: “Undoubtedly
the bill increasing official ealaries within
moderation ought to be passed; but not to
enable servants of the people in high places
to compete in luxury with the very rich men
of this period. Modesty and simplicity of
living comport with the theory of this demo-
| cratic Republic,  As it is, there I8 too much
profuseness in Washington, Private luxury
encourages public prodigality. 1f there is
apy place where the 'simple life’ ought to be
{llustrated practically, it is at the seat of the
Federal Government.”

To meet a serious and latent difficulty or
danger the following suggestion occurs te
my mind:

So long as there are “hundreds of rich men
In Washington,” end the number of such
among the Senators and Representatives (n
Congress is also rapldly increasing,the Sena-
tor or Representative of only ordinary finan-
cial ability is, on the one hand, exposed to &
temptation to money getting or money-
openness in order to meet an excess of expen-
diture, or, on the other, subjected to the
painful and humiliating experience and oon-
sclousnass, wall nigh ever present, of (nabil-
ity % hold a vomfortable place alongside of
or (n essocia\ion with oolleagues iln wuch
bettar clrecumstances.

Now, in view of the whirlpool of extrava-
gance created by men of great wealth and
{nto which men of only moderate means are
at first by degrees and after a while trresist-
ibly drawn. would not a convention of the
people of the several States and lrrespective

{ party, called for the express purpose of

emanding a return to the “simple [ife‘ on the
part of their Representatives or publio ser-
vants at tho seat of the Federal Government,
with the understanding and recommenda-
tion that no one falling to comply with the
wishes of the people in this respect s be
renomina for office, and that only those

edged to these viewn shall reoceive nomli-
nation or Ap?omtmanc. be desirable?

It will not do to say that this is wholly a
matter wit which others have ?3 business
whatever to (nterfere. Officeholders must
not forget that they are not the people, that

e?' are not independent of the peo?le. that,

act, they are not wholly themselves, but
the people’s servants. As such they must
attend to business and oconduct themselves
not according to the @ set up by men
of independent circumstances, but which the
average oitizen or voter sets ulfca; him.

It may be said, the evil wi e Or regu-
late itself, But is it doiag .o; The very
proposition to increase official salaries within
moderation {s not only an admlulo&) that
the tendency to extravaganceis rapidly in-
creasing, but also is due to false standard
of living which Senators, Representatives,
Cabinet officers and public servants in gen-
eral arehbowinl. And where will it end un-
less a cheok {e summarily put upon it?

1f it were laid down and generally under-
ttood at horae and abroad that henceforth
there in to be a return to the “simple life” on
the s\urt of all public servants, it would be
possible for a man of moderate means if
otherwise qualified, being successor to Mr.
Reld as Ambassador ngland, or succes-
sor to either of the two millionaire United
States Senators from New Jerseé', or succes-
sor ¢0 Mr. Root as Secretary of State. Other-
wise these high posts can only be filled in the
future by men capable of more than ordinary

e uniary exploitation. Then, too, will no
ouger be heard in connection with retire-
ment from office the familiar excuse, “Can't
afford it."

Among applicants for place the merchant
accepts the person who in addition to capa-
bility has wood hablts, Why should the
servants of the people, high or low, rich or
poor, zreat or small, be allowed waste
their time and salaries and health by syva-
tematic excesses In social rivalries, costly
entertainments, in practises and indulgences
that can only hinder and not helg?

Ia not thé remedy to be found in making
at once the much needed reform, rather than
in an increase of salary? Or, having made
the increase, should it not be followed up
with vigorous reformatory measures as herein
suggested? CORREBPONDENT.

Brook1YN, July 11.

CRITICISM OF LAWYERS.
Defended as Required and Justified by
Patent Facts.

To THE EpIiTOR or TRE BuN—Sir: In
vesterday's Sun, in his letter complaining
of cénsure of lawyers by the press, “L.” con-
cludes: “In the circumstances, should there
not be less of loose talk about their delin-
quencies and should not general criticism
give way to specific criticism with facts as &
basis?"

Mr. Dill's appointment, to which he refers,
ia admirable and should be praised, but is
present criticism of certain types of lawyers
harmful? Should it not be invited? Is it
without foundation?

What of the so called shipbuilding trust
underwriting, not to specify only the French
phases of it? What of Benator Depew’s
contract with the Equitable? Of the Peter
Powers? Of the proceedings in re Judge
Hooker? o g

The other day a Federal ocourt in New York
disciplined a firm of Philadelphia lawyers
for misconduct. “Ambulance chasers” con-
notes a class of lawyers: and an equally
ghoulish term will doubtless be found for
those who canvasa the :possible creditors
of an alleged insolvent begging the privilege
of collecting their claims xrntfs, nursing the
fond hope of first levying tribute on the debt-
or's store.

Of course, the “profession of law” needs no
defense, but is criticiam not useful “in the
circumstances” mentioned, only some of
mngi7 which any.reader of THE SUN can
rec {

A very eminent American lawyer and
teacher, for years on the bench, ultimately
Chief Juatice of his Btate, in an address to
the law students of'the University of Penn-
sylvania on leﬁnl ethics,’said years ago: *
| horde of pettifogging, - barratrous, custom

seeking, money maklng,hwyem is one of

the greateat curtes with which.any State or
community can be visited.” [Professional
Ethics, by Sharswood, . 1854.] Criticiam,
bused on facts to be sure, will do much to
save the community*from the “horde” speoi-
fied by Judge Sbsrswouzl. W. B. LInN.

PHILADELPHIA, July 10.

U. of P. Also Claims Roosevelt.

To THE EDITOR OP THR SUN--Sir: Your standard
1s always accuracy. 1 therefore venture to call
your attention to an Important omission In the
Interesting article you published lazt Sunday con
cerning American presidentlal reciplents of honor-
ary degrees.

President Roosevelt honored the University of
Pennsylvanla by accepting, at the annual “Unlver-
sity Day" exercises, held on Feb. 22 last at Philadel-
phia, the degree of doctor of laws, along with
his Majesty the German Emperor and King of
Prussia. Mr. Roosevelt Is theretore entitled to the
academic distinction, In addition to similar honors
conferred by other (nstitutions of learning, of being
an honorary alumnus of Pennaylvania,

J. HARTLERY MERRICK,

PROUT'S NECK, Me., July 11. Secretary.

The Bler-Weln Schoel of Poetry.

To TRE EDITOR Oor THER SOUN--Sir: In reply to
*Inquirer” in your iasue of to-day, headed “Poems
of l.lquid Sequence,” here is the German of (t:

“Bler sut Wala,

Das las seln:

Aber Wein auf Bler,
Das rant ioh dir.

His friend was probably of German descent and
tried his hand at translation. Don't you think the
German version better advice?

WILLIAM HORRNTOLLEAN,

MURRAY HILL, July 11,

The Blushing Lecturer.

To TRE EDITOR OF THR SUN--Sir: Your article
headed “The Leoturer Blushed,” in to-day's paper,
reminds me of when I did the same thing about
fourteen years ago, when 1 was a first sergeant In
amilitary schooland was Instructing a drill corps of
young ladlesconnected with the church atthe corner
of 128th street and Seventh avenue, New York.

1 well remember that 1 also blushed and that
there was considerable tittering among the ladies.

Jensry CITY, July 11, H. H. Smorr,

Stephanie to Sell Austrian Jewels,
From the London Gilobe,

Countess Lonyay has decided to diapose of all
her jewelry and valuables assoclated with her first
marriage to Rudolph of Austria, and the sale will
take place by auction in the French capital, The
collection has already been placed ln the hands
of a leading Jeweler. It includes a vell of Jace
| presented to her by the cliy of Brussels on her mar-
' riage, and showing the united arms of Belglum
| and Austria, There is also a beautiful parure of
| amethyst presented by the town of Flume,

e ————————
In the Light of To-day.
“Gadzooks,” remarked the shade of Jones,
“With all this pomp and fuss,
Who would have thought that belng dead
Would prove so strenuoust”

THE NEGRO, THE CHTINAMAN
THE JAPANESE.

They Must Be Kept in a Class by Theme
selves, Doclares a Correspoudent,

To THE Eptronr o¥ THE Sun- 8Sir: Rooler
T. Washington on Independence Day ad
dressed an audience at Montelalr, N. J., und
during bis epeech said that he was glad t!:
a seutiment prevailed that favored givios
to the (‘Lilnesa a chance ta come to the Uniicg
States. Ue said that he believed that
wotld fram avery point of view pay to give
the peopls of China "a fuir chance.”

It is probubly going back to somewhu:
anclent history to renew a discussion of tio
negro Question of America, even LLough it
be brought up In connection with thut of the
Filipino, Japanese and Chinese. iut Mr,
Washington's words seem to bear stroug
support of the theory of the Bouthern Siates
that & colored man--brown, black or yeilow
—has ideas of government and thinge thut
are not essentially white.

The eelf-constituted lawe of man hava
many times been used as a battering ram
to punch holes in the Impervious laws of
pature, with the inevitable result that nature
has alwavs demonstrated the impoasihility
of defeat. No one begrudges Alr. Washing-
ton, or any other negro, hls brains--ard
many ocovet them. The fact remains thir
{t was some strange ruling of the Creator
and not the “great educational evatem !
the country® that gave to the gentlemas:
the power of gray matter that has manags{
by force of Individuality to predominae
over the black of skin. But how many of
Mr. Washington's people have shown aribi-
tion sufficlant to take them out of the rut
and place the gray above the black? How
many of them are capable of receivine knowl.
eodge, even were it offered them?

Inadvertently in his Montclair speech Mr,
Washington develops the dangerous frater.
nalism that exists to a greater or leas extent
among all races that are of other shad.s
than white. His words were undoubtealv
born of an Instinot of self-preservation «f
8 kind that nature has Instilled in every
human being. They were the instinctivelr
answered “call of the wild.” They coma
from a man who knows nothing of Chinesa
fmmigration or ite evils and who simply
speaks from a "colored” polnt of view. It 4
the echo'of the warning that rmakes the
“yellow paril,” the “brown peril® wud the
“black peril.”

The plain truth of the matter is, the greag
white race does not care to halt in its prog-
ress for the black hordes, the yellow
hordes or the brown hordes to evolute a
standard of mental and mechanical pro-
ficiency.

Nature put the Chinese [n one class, tha
Japanese in another and the negro in an-
other. The white man had his distinctive
place (n the great plane of development
allotted long ago. Because Mr. Booker
Washington happens to be a most estimable,
well educated gentleman and there are a few
others with a black skin like him isno reason
why we should take our hats off to his race,
the Chineseor any other “gentlemen of color.”
A study of the skulls of most of the kind of
people that white persons object to reveals
that it would not be possible to penetrate their
brain cavities with a dose of class counrses,
even were these loaded and fired from a
chokebore shotgun. The average Japanese
ia impractical as an American citizen, the
negro improbable and the Chinaman im-
possible, As might have been expected,
the education of Mr. Washington has de-
veloped several color lines, all but one of
which he certainly ought to fight very
shy of. J. 8. TruER.

WaswINOTON, July 11,

Netes of the British Unfversities.

The first British Inter Universitles Students’
Congress has fust been heid in London, the sesglons
having begun on June 28 and closed on July 1
Delegates were present from the leading universi-
ties of the United Klngdom. and the toples
discussel included the questlon of establishing
a system of “mutual recogaltion,” whereby work
done at any university may count towand a degree
at any other; the position of women in universities;
the value of degrees in a combined arts and sclences
ecourse; physical tralnilng: propriety of granting
degrees as a source of revenue, and the advisa-
bllity of fixiug sn age requirement tor applicants
for degrees.

At Cambridge durlng the last acadewmle year
degrees were conferred as follows: D. D., & LL
D..6: M. D, 18; Sc. D, §; Litt. D, 1: B. D.. 3, M. A,
384: LL. M. 4; M. C. (Master of Surgery), 2: M. B.
(Bachelor of Medicine), 8: B. C., 78: B, A.. T8: L.,
B.,43. The list totals at a figure (1.255 that shames
the output of our own degree factories. The mnst
noteworihy features are the range and varlety
of ghe titles and the large proportion of M. A%,

Friends of the late Sir Leslle Stephen have suh
scribed £630 to endow & Cambridge lectureshi)
in Ilterature.

The number of enrolled members of Cambricgs
University'-during the last term Is given In the
Cambridge. Reviev as 8,507. Girton and Newnham
the women's colleges, had 842 resldents.

At Dubun 'righty -slx women stndents, seven of
them ' from Oxford'and seveaty-nine from Cam-
bridge. took the B. A. degree, snd slxty-seven also
took the M. A. One rose & round higher on the
1adder of academic distlnctlon, receiving the degree
of or of Sclence. During the last yeur 148
wom! ave taken the B. A. at the Irish university,
and them have followed it up with the Master's
deg Dubiln stands boldly for the grzating of
deg to women.

FEdinburgh University reports that its total ta-
vested funds amount to three-quarters of a milllon
sterling, though only & tenth of the total s av tha
free disposal of the university governors. The
enrolment at the Scotch Institatlon s steudlly
increasing. standing row at 3.000, the highest slnce
184, As In some of our own umlversitles, tha
increase is bulked ln the sclence schools. the arts
courses tendlng to attract fewer students exc'
year.

The Scottish universitles are emdeavoring to
secure Parllamentary lagislation conceding greater
freedom of individual actlon,

The University of London has taken In the School
of Troplcal Medicine as a departmens tn the un)
versity. The school was established under be
Initlative of Joseph Chamberlaln, when he wa-
Secretary of State for the Colonles.

University extenslon work Iln England s thor
oughly organized, on an extensive scale, and since
its Inception thirty years ago has been Incroasing’v
suecessful., The Assoclation to Promote the Higher
Fducation of Working hien was foundel two y2urs
ago, Aug. 23, 1008, The work ls basal upon “un
assoclated effort of trades unlons, cooperailva
sooleties, workingmen's clubs, and Unlversity hLx.
tenslon authorities.”

=
Solicitation for Life Insurance a Necessity.
From the Insurance Press.

Noone has ever yet succeeded [n Inducing healthy
and desirable subjects for life Insurance to present
themselves without the Intervention of an agen
The Mutual Life In 1880 offered a rate of premium
much lower than that of any other company: th»
only result was to demoralize 18 agency foree
No applicant voluntarily sought the Mutual Li‘»,
tlien cven more Lhan Row the ieading company of
the country, despite the fact that Its policies could
be secured on more favorable terms than enywhera
else.

But it cannot be denled, on the other hand, that
the blind ambition to worship the God of Volume
has resulted in the exaltation of theagentto A pos!-
tion of influence and emolument which a due regari
to other Interests and a consideration of sount
business principles would deny to him. An In
creased mortality; an expense account of abnorm |
proportions: privileges In the policy eontract
libera! as to be dangerous: financlering Involving
new and hitherto unsuspected methods of accoun' -
ing—all these are the price pald for listening to tha
siren volees of lightning solicitors and the specinis
arguments of “mililon dollar writers."

On this side of the business of life Insurance tha
light of publicity may with great propriety e
thrown.

The Cabinet and the Presidency.
From the Eimira Datly Advertiser.

It 1s almost fifty years since a President wes
elected who had had previous Cablinet experiancs.
James Buchanan was Sccretary of State \n Polics
Administration and returned from the legation
London to run for the Presidentlal nom!nation

To be sure, In earller days the Cabinet was corn-
sidered a stepping stone to the White House, !
this condition ceased long ago. 0 apparent i»
the fact that Senator Hoar once characierized the
Cabinet as the place for an ambltious man o e
his ambitions in.

It 1s not the Intention here to show that Sesretan
Root cannot be nominated for President, but »
demonstrate that If he is accorded the honor {1
be hecause he |s deserving of the confidence . °
stowed upon him, and not because he has any ad-
vantage of political influence,

~
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