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Public Opinion as an Emetio.

The matter of the payment of the
so-called Depew loan to the Equitable
is very imperfectly observed by both
publio and prees. There is & manifestly
tmproper disposition to distinguish it as
wholly the affair of Mr. DEPRW and to
attribute to him the sole and undivided
responsibllity for the original loan, the
manner and method of {ta lending and
the circumstances of its repayment.

Mr. DEPEW’S culpability in the matter
begins and ends with his quality as a
trustee of the Equitable. Had he not
been a trustee of the Equitable the loan
made would not have been made to the
Depew Improvement Company. Therein
Hes the fundamental tort. The eminent,
wealthy and distinguished citizens who
were Mr. DEPEW'S associates in the
Depew Improvement Company were,
{n the proportion of their interests,
equally responsible and oulpable, They
severally shared in the money taken by
{mproper influence and under flagitious
oconditions from the polioyholders of the
Equitable, and it was quite as much their
duty as it was Mr. DEPEW'S duty to pay
#t back,

Had the Equitable’s administration
proceeded undisturbed upon its path
of larceny, had HARRIMAN'S project of
plunder not miscarried, had the pecula-
tors and the blackmailers not wrecked
their own solidarity, we do not think
Mr. DEPEW would have ever given much
concern to the repayment of that loan.

We see no reason to think that Mr.
DEPEW'S associates, eminent and oon-
spicuous as ia their walk in life, would
bave given themselves any more trouble
about it than he. The result ia simply
the natural result of the publio opinion
which has been manifested in the case,
and it in no sort of degree mitigates the
moral obliquity which attaches to every
one connected with it.

The New Anglo-Japanese Alllance.

It is now admitted that a new treaty
between Great Britain and Japan was
eigned in London on August 12, and, ac-
cording to an unofficial but uncontra-
dicted version, it binds the signatoriea
to assist each other in the event of
either being attacked by even a single
Power. The operation of the compact
is limited, we underdtand, to Asia and
the adjacent islands, so that, although
Japan would cooperate with Great Brit-
gin in the defense of India, she would
not feel called upon to send troope to
Africa or Europe in the event of Eng-
land’'s becoming involved in a war in
either of those Continents.

What Japan gains by the new treaty
is obvious. Even the restricted alliance,
formed in 1901, shielded her from a
renewal in 1003-4 of the Russo-Franco-
(Gterman combination to which she suoc-
cumbed in 1895. In the face of such a
combination, which would have possessed
an irresistible preponderance at sea,
the Japanese warships would have had
to remain in naval fortresses under
penalty of destruction, and the Island
Empire would have been impotent to
prevent Russia's retention of Manchuria
and gradual absorption of Corea. Tre-
mendous; therefore, is the debt already
incurred by Japan to England, which,
during the last eighteen months, has said
to France and Germany “Hands off "
There is no keensighted and candid
Japancse who does not cordially recog-
pize that the attitude maintained by
England during the present contest
has given hig country an opportunity of
working out her own salvation. Yet
the service rendered to Japan by the
treaty of 1901, great as it has proved,
is scarcely comparable with that deriv-
able from the new compact. Had the
laiter been in force two years ago the
recent war would never have occurred.
Russia would promptly have carried
out in 1003 her written promise to evacu-
ate Manchuria and would scrupulously
have refrained from that encroachment
on the timber tract stretching along
the Corean bank of the Yalu River which
provoked Japan to begin hostilities.

The effect of the new treaty upon Rus-
sia will evidently be to cause her to re-
nounce the dream of eastward expan-
sion, and to stop useless expenditure at
the fyrther end of Asia. An ice free
port on the Pacific she is destined never
to acquire; and therefore all the monsy
laid out on the eastern half of the Trans-
Siberian Railway has practically been
thrown away. The Amur River and ita
tributaries would suffice in the future,
as they sufficed a few years ago, for all
the communication needed between Lake
Baikal and Vladivostok, which henoce-
forth will be relegated into & port of
call for sealers and fishermen., It is
absurd to suppose that Russia, with
only ons naval station, and that open
only in the summer, would attempt to
create a fleet in the Pacifio which, even
{n conjunction with the fleets of France
and Germany, could face the united
naval forces of Great Britain and Japan.
It is incredible that a ruble will be de-
voted to such a purpose. A navy, of
course, Russia will need, and in the
course of a decade or two she may get
ene. But it will not be employed on the
Pacific or in the Indian Ocean. We are
told that in an article which has created
a sensation in St. Petersburg the editor

of the Noros Yremya declare that Rue-
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at Portsmouth only as a temporary
necessity. “The nation will take a rest
and then travel again.”

We have no doubt that Russia will
travel, but it will not be in an eastern
direction. On that side the new Anglo-
Japanese treaty bars the way. Hence-
forth Russia's objective will be the same
as that which she kept steadily in view
for the century and a half preceding the
Treaty of Berlin, It is significant that on
the very morning after the concluaion of
peace at Portsmouth was made known
a 8t. Petersburg newspaper published
the report that General LINIEVITCH'S
army would be transferred to Russia's
southwestern frontier, whence, after
the severity of his experience in Man-
churia, that commander should find it
child’s play to move on Constantinople.

In Caloutta well informed Anglo-
Indians will experience a deep sense of
relief when they learn of the new treaty
oconcluded between England and Japan.
Whatever oconfidence they may feel in
Lord KITOHENER'S organizing ability,
they are keenly alive to the stupendous
diffioulties involved in the problem of
ruling India with a body of Englishmen
which, including both soldiers and
civilians, does not equal one-tenth of
one per cent. of the native population.
Never before in the history of her rela-
tion to the huge Indian peninsula has
England been able to count on a foreign
ally. To her foreigners have proved
at least as inimical as natives. It re-
quired a struggle to acquire even a foot-
hold in the teeth of the Dutch, and three-
fourths of the eighteenth oentury were
spent in a desperate contest with French-
men for the control of the Deccan. -

During the last forty years the slow
but uninterrupted march of Ruseia
across the steppes of Central Asia to
the northern foothills of the Himalayas
has been watched by the Anglo-Indian
with & foreboding that at times, as at
the date of the Penjdeh incident, has
almost produced a panio. Henceforth
anxiety will be dispelled by the knowl-
edge that not only will Lord KITCHENER
have a free hand for adding to the
strength, cohesion and efficiency of the
British and native forces in the penin-
sula, but that, should these at any mo-
ment seem inadequate, they will be
supplemented by scores of thousands
of soldiers from Japan. Thus perma-
nently reassured, the Anglo-Indian for
the first time in many a decade will
.sleep well.

Rich Men's Gifts to Soclety.

A letter of a tender hearted woman
which we print to-day asks why rich
men in giving large benefactions to
promote the public welfare are confining
themselves to the establishment or
strengthening of institutions for the
mental elevation of society, like schools
and village libraries, instead of bestow-
ing their millions to give “a scrap of
good, honest ‘daily bread.’”

She touches one of the gravest prob-
lems of the social organization, and it
cannot be denied that she expresses
the spirit of the Gospel of Christianity
in her treatment of it. To the young
man who came to JESUS asking: “What
shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?”
the Masterreplied:“Go thy way, sell what-
soever thou hast, and give to the poor,
and thou shalt have treasure in heaven.”

Practically, however, Christendom has
never obeyed this precept. Mr. ROCKE-
FELLER is a devoted Baptist, or of a
religious school which lays special stress
on the obligation to render exact obedi-
ence to the precise words of JESUS, yet,
enormous as his gifts have been in the
aggregate, they represent only a very
small fraction of his possessions. More-
over, 48 our correspondent observes,
his gifts and those of the rich men gen-
erally most distinguished for the magni-
tude of their benefactions have not
been to the poor specifically. They
have been for the extension of education
to rich and poor alike. All our great
universities are practically philanthropio
institutions. The part of their whole
expenditures, counting the interest
on the millions invested in their educa-
tional plants, which the rich or well to
do students pay in tuition fees is small.
To some extent every boy in college is a
charity student. ,

Why not give this charity for *daily
bread to starving millions?” asks our
gentle correspondent, and she recites
the suffering by famines in India and
elsewhere as furnishing evidences of the
need of it. Crops fail in successive
years and great communities of indus-
trious people perish for lack of bare food
or are reduced to the verge of starvation.
Even in this very town long lines of men
and women waited patiently to get the
bread which Mr. FLEISCHMANN doled
out to them from his bakery at mid-
night. It was a pathetio sight last
winter to watch the equally long lines
of people waiting for their turn to re-
ceive a cup of coffee from the coffee
carts provided by benevolence. It is
pathetio to see the misery of disease to
which the hosepitals give succor. It is
pitiful to look on the wrecks of humanity,
whether brought to grief by their own
vices, by their natural defectiveness, or
by the harsh competition of human
soclety. No wonder the gentle heart of
our oorrespondent is touched by this so
prevalent wretochedness.

It is, however, wretchedness of a
volume so great and of causes so isher-
ent in our social system that no private
wealth and no combination of private
wealth can prevent it or more than
palliate its sufferings—even if such
intended relief would not prove rather
an irritant and a provocation. Organ-
{zad society only can deal with it in any
adequate fashion, and actually society is
giving foremost attention to the large
fraction of social delinquents, defect-
ives and unfortunates. Our main
municipal expenditure is directly or
indirectly for their benefit, and the first

of the churches and the chari-

table and benevolent institutions founded
and supported by them is their succor.
The whole machinery of society is ar-
ranged for their benefit. They are
cared for by society from their birth to
their death when they need the help.
The recipients of the direct bounty of
the city number many thousands. Add
A/ from_parishes
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and other organizations of benevolence
and from charity dispensed by private
individuals, rich and poor, and the num-
ber is Inoreased to an encrmous aggre-
gate; yet the volume of apparently
unrelieved misery which paina tho beart
of our correspondent continues té be
appalling. L)

The rich men whose gifts for educa-
tion purely 'are criticized by har so
severely know all this. It stares the
whole of society in the face; yet they
make their benefactions for purely
spiritual and educational purposes rather
than to provide “daily bread” to the
sufferers, Why?

Gentle friend, it is because the expe-
rience of mankind has taught benevo-
lence that the only way really to help
men on any large scale is to teach them
to help themselves. Give “daily bread”?
If “daily bread” should be given to all
those who ask for it half of soclety
would throw up work as no longer neo-
essary and become practically slaves of
the rich.

It is an awful problem how to give
8o as to benefit society and not to
hurt it. After all, is not that the wisest
philosophy which tells society to help
itself, to cure itsa own ills and to look
after its own happiness?

A Menace to the Yellowstone,

The number of tourista who have
visited the Yellowstone National Park
this year is far in exoess of the record
of any previous season. The increase
has been due largely to the Lewis and
Clark fair at Portland, Ore., visitors
to which have been induced by the low
railroad rates to make an excursion into
the park on their way to or from the
Pacifio Coast. It is now poesible to
arrange the trip so as to leave the park
near the southwest corner, instead of
going back to the entrance at Gardiner
on the north border in order to get out,
so that the traveler may see all the
principal points of interest in the reser-
vation without retracing his steps.
This plan, however, involvea a stage
ride of sixty miles to Monida, on the
Oregon Short Line between Butte and
Ogden, with a stop overnight at a ham-
let named Dwelle, on a branch of the
Madison River, where the conditions of
hotel life are somewhat primitive.

This Monida route out of the Yellow-
stone is controlled by the Union Pacific
Railroad Company, and to some extent
is run in opposition to the Yellowstone
Park Transportation Company, whose
stages take the great majority of visit-
ors through the reservation, and which
is controlled by the Northern Pacifio.
Special attention has been drawn to the
character and conduct of the drivers
in the Yellowstone during August by
the report which apparently originated
at Cody, in Wyoming, and was widely
published throughout the country, to
the effect that a Yellowstone coach had
been overturned on a precipitous road
by the carelessness of a drunken driver
and that several of the passengers had
been badly hurt, some of them fatally.
The story was wholly false, but it led
tourists in the Yellowstone to observe
that care on the part of the stage drivers
there is the rule and that they seldom
run any risk which ought to trouble the
most timid of travelers. Nor is there
any evidence of a tendency among them
to indulge in strong drink. This is not
true outside the park limits, onthe Monida
stage line, where on one day in August
a stageful of passengers was driven
thirty miles by a driver who truthfully
stated in their hearing, as he mounted
the box, that he was drunk as an owl.

The Union Pacific ought to put an end
to this sort of thing if it expects to make
the Monida route popular. We doubt
whether there ever was a more unat-
tractive luncheonstation, withfilthier sur-
roundings, than that near Lake View, half
way between Dwelle and Monida. No
intelligent traveler would willingly stop
there a second time.

As is well known, the national Gov-
ernment has thus far refused resolutely
to sanction the construction of any
railways in the Yellowstone Park. What
the traveler sees there he must see from
a stage or surrey, or from horseback, or
on foot. The regular stage journey
occupies five and a half days. It is none
too long and the rate of travel none too
slow if the visitor desires to carry away
with him any abiding impreesion of the
wonderful beauty, grandeur and variety
of thescenery. Yet the cry is constantly
heard among the throng of tourists,
“Oh, how much nicer it would be if we
only had a steam railroad or a trolley
here. We oould see the whole thing in
one day.” Of course, the more thought-
ful traveler does not agree with this
view. He realizes that the value of the
reservation as a park for the benefit
and recreation of the people demands
a slower introduction to its attractions
and a longer sojourn among them than
ocould be had upon a railway excursion
ride within its limits. We do not mean
to have it understood that anything like
a majority of the visitors to the Yellow-
stone express themselves in favor of the
introduction of railways as yet, but the
proportion of those who avow some
such sentiments as those we have quoted
was unpleasantly large at the height of
the season this year, and the feeling
thus expressed should not be allowed
to go without challenge, or it may de-
velop into a menace to the integrity and
usefulness of this great national recrea-
tion ground.

One of the highest authorities on
every matter relating to the Yellow-
stone National Park is Captain HIRAM
MARTIN CHITTENDEN, U. 8. A., the
engineer officer in charge of the Govern-
ment work there. In commending the
rare foresight of Congress in reserving
one spot in the national domain where
original conditions may remain undis-
turbed, he thus summarizes the argu-
ments for the exclusion of railroads:

* The moment rallroads are bullt through the
park it loses forever that original condition which
is one of its greatest charms. They would une
doubtedly work serious damage to the game and
to the forests, to say nothing of their effect on the
natural beauty of this reglon. FElectrio lines would
be less objectionable than steam raliroads, but
the same fundamentsl argument applies to them
as well. The people prefer nos to find these things
in this reservation; they prefer fo travel behind
horees even- B Us dacoaforte aFe TS, and.
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they would rather have the Government remove
these discomforis by creating & perfect system
of roads than ever grant the privilege of bullding
& raliway line in the park.”

Since thls was written the discomiort
arising from the dust on the stage routes
has been done away with by the adop-
tion of an elaborate and offective system
of sprinkling the principal roads, and
every person familiar with the existing
oonditions and having in mind the great-
eat possible usefulness of the park will
join with Captain CHITTENDEN in saying:

“Keep all railways out of the Yellow-
stone now and forever.”

Lake Erie and the Mayor.

The Hon. JAMES G. WOODWARD,
Mayor of Atlanta, is a man of much
originality and activity and of & per-
fectly frank independence of mind, His
refusal to wear evening dress or go to
“functions” where it is required or ex-
peoted has made him many enemies in
the Gate City. A prosperous, illimitably
energetic and charming community,
but not without a desire to exalt and
blow its horn. Nothing is too good for
Atlanta. There is a sort of feeling
apong Atlantans thet the chief magis-
trate of so illustrious a city should be
on dress parade all the time, live, move
and have his being in “glad rags,” be
swathed always in purple and fine linen.

Yet these same worshipers of purple
howl to the skies when their excellent
Mayor is accused, in gamboge des-
patches, of painting a town or body of
water red.

At the meeting of the League of Ameri-
can Municipalities in Toledo, Mayor
WooDWARD made some perfectly sen-
sible remarks about Chicago and the
public ownership of municipal utilities.
Toledo is rich in cranks. Some of them
were in the audience. A man that talks
sense must be crazy or crazy drunk,
“Put him out!” they yelled as he spoke
the words of truth and soberness. The
gamboge despatches showed the worthy
WoOoDWARD Baccho plenum, “loaded”
with the old familiar juice. Great pre-
tense of indignation in Atlanta. Espe-
cially in the Common Council, where
there is a bitter anti-Woodward faction.
This collection of thinkers has passed
a series of resolutions deploring and
condemning the Mayor. We pick a few
choice bits from this feast of mind:

“ It appears from the press reports through the
ocountry and from other rellable sources that the
Mayor on the floor of the conventlon and dur\ng
its dellberations was In a state of partial Intoxica-
tion.”

“ The condition and conduct of Mayor Woon-
WARD on the occaslon mentioned are in nowise
typlcal of Atlanta, but met with the severest cen-
Sure of this body and the strongest condemnation
of our people.”

What are Toledo, the League of Ameri-
can Municipalities to think? The Mayor
“in a state of partial intoxication” was
in nowise “typical” of Atlanta. Where-
upon the wicked in Savannah and Au-
gusta and Brunswick grin and say: “No,
to be typical of Atlanta, ‘JIM’ ought to
have been wholly drunk. He wasn't
thoroughly soaked and representative,
There's where he made his mistake.”

We regret that these gibes should be
thrown at Atlanta at a time when, for
the sake of both art and charity, she is
sailing the wet ways in HORE SMITH'S
Gilded Gehenna and meeting the Gal
at the Fountain. But we must submit
these considerations:

1. If “JiM” was jug-bitten and tosti-
cated at Toledo, and thereby “brought
discredit upon Atlanta,” least said soon-
est mended. The Common Councilshould
have let that flea stick in the wa'.

2. How can it discredit Atlanta to
have her Mayor talk sound sense?

8. Since when was the utterance of
sound sense held to be confirmation
strong as proofs of Holy Writ of the
jug-bitten and tosticated condition of the
utterer?

The Hon. JAMES G. WOODWARD has
made an official and final “statement,”
which every lover of fair play and a
reasonable peck of malt will read with
pleasure and conviction:

“1 bave nuo apologies 10 make to Mr. DUNNR
and no other gang of that kind, While I had spme
beer In me 1 was not intoxicated. On the boat
excursion it was & case of drink beer or jump into
the ocean and drink salt water, but I did not drink
much at that.”

This is true eloquence. Lake Erie is
not exactly the ocean, but it is just as
wet, and the Mayor speaks figuratively.
Self-preservation poured down that
modest dose of beer. It was drink or
drown. The Mayor knows Toledo. He
has “vindicated” himself thoroughly.
If the Council doesn't think so, the Coun-
cil can go to Toledo.

Cleriocal Speculators.

We are very much struck by the sort
of advertisementa which fill most of the
advertising pages of a religious maga-~
zine before us and are by far the most
conspicuous. It is a magazine which
appeals specifically to the clergy and
whose readers must be almost wholly
clerical.

They are advertisements of the “get
rich quick” sort—immense profits to be
obtained from investing in mines and in
various projects which the financial
public looks upon doubtfully or regards
with extreme caution. Speedy profits
of from five times to twenty-five times
the investment and more are held out
as allurements to clerical speculators,

The selection of such a magazine as
this for pushing forward these hazayd-
ous schemes is significant. It suggests
reflections which are painful rather than
cynical merely. It indicates that the
mania for speculation has extended to
quarters in which the repose of religious
security is supposed to dwell, Dreams
of sudden wealth enter even into poor
parsonages—apparently, from the vol-
ume of the advertisements of purely and
highly speculative schemes in this cleri-
cal magazine, are frequent in them.

Alas! how bitter must be the awaken-
ing!

TooMEY had a long and dificult beat, e
along Park avenue from Fony-nln.ul x:"g‘t‘l?'

BiRCbon Cotn S b
re: VEry cross street v
# it in that dis

tance,—The ost,
A glory of the three platoon system. A
post only a mile and a half long is too
for a New York policeman, partiou-

i

Central Statiop. Toommy had too
to do. He should have covered Manhattan
from river to river between Forty-second
streot and Fifty-ninth and kept an eye on
Central Park.

; t been glven to unore
The fact ls, publicty has the publle 10

mhmc mci'e“rgbm.r}um:&l ng committed)
- w ';'lun at other seasons.~A Great Delective’'s
It is & pleasing reflection for the viotims
of burglaries that these crimes are not
more numerous now than they have been
in the past or may be expeoted to be in
the future. If it does nothing else, the
Deteotive Bureau furnishea grateful solace to
those who contribute to its maintenance.

Many New Yorkers will be interested to
compare the record price for oity real es-
tate in Lopdon with that which has been
reached in this town. According to a
paragraph which we reprint from the
Daily Mail, & strip of land at Plocadilly
and St. James's street has been sold at the
rate of £34 8. ¢d. & square foot, or “the
enormous sum of £1,488,900 per acre.” Call-
ing the pound 85, this amounta in American
money to about $170 & square foot, or $7,~
441,500 an acre. More than double this
rate, or $343.07 & square foot, was pald for
land at the northeast corner of Wall and
Broad streets away back in 1872, a third
of a century ago. In June last the Billi-
man oorner at Wall and Broadway fetched
$580.22 a aquare foot, or $25,004,423.20 an
acre. This is between three and four times
London's record prioce.
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A Terse Invitation.

To TeR Epiron or THE BuNn—8ir: What
{s the dlfference between David B. Hill's
ownership by the State of coal mines and
Benjamin B. Odell's ownership of street
rallways? Bearch me. F. X. M.

NEW YORK, Sept. 2.

Notes Frem a Grudger.

To T™E EDiTOoR or THE BUN—Sir: Truly
the American people do love to loss their
heads. Does a Commodore but do his duty
and demolish a lot of our enemy's hulks lying
at thelr berths without eteam up, and
stralghtway we acclaim hign the greatest
naval hero of all time. Does a Lieutenant-
Colonel of Volunteers lead a bloodless charge
against a panic stricken foe, and we fall at
his feet and elect him Governor, Vice-Presi-
dent, President. If a lawyer shows himself
a good inquisitor into municipal rottenness
and demonstrates that he would be a good
District Attorney, we make him in & moment
of frenzy a Judge. Another man makes a
good record as District Attorney and nothing
will do but he shall be Mayor, nolena volenas.

The President because he is President is
able to say with effect what a thousand voices
have sald before him without effect because
they were not the volce of the President,
The two belligerents come together and be-
have like sensible gentlemen—and the Amerl-
can people begin to cackla and crow about
the President's statesmanship. He is “pa-
clficator maximus,” “greatest of the Predi-
dents,” “son of Washington,” “first in war.
first in peace, and first in the hearts of his
countrymen.” He shall be renominated, if
need be by both partles, and reelected whether
he likes it or not.

Now, Is it not permissible after three or
four days of this midsummer madness for
one to rise and remark (1) that really the
honora for suteamnnshlP belong at this
Juncture to the far seeing Japanese with
courage to make the unpopular declsion,
to face the wrath of their d ppolnu»g coun-
trymen, with wisdom to see that moderation
in the hour of triumph {8 the best guarantee

of a long continued peace; (2) that even if
the entire credit for the Portsmouth cons
rogress an

ference, for its inception, ita
ita ending, belong to the President, its rela~
tion to the concerns of this country is so in-
direct as really to furnish no reason what-
ever for the suggestion of his continuance
in office? Not that there {8 any occasion for
alarm at the suggestion, The %olm. is merely
;g. illustrate o&he frelntyrwhlcl perlw Igﬁlly

izas our go ople. Far pleas r
all this craz nd'l’ﬁu?lon {s it tg rea:iphow t"g
first thing . Roosevelt did when he hea
the surpricing news was to and tell his
wife and children. There is the hones’;, human,
endearing character of the man. t we
shall not escape the enthusiastic citizen who
will tell us that this is but mothereroot of
statesmanship and fitness for high office.

One could say much more—about the spec-
tacle we are making of ourselves in the eyes
of other nations, for instance—but so much
will doubtless be enough to insure for the
Writer the scorn of his fellow citizens. Let
the dange go on. Otr0 C. WIERUN, Jr.

NEW YORK, Sept. 2.

The Worih of the Woman Stenographer.

To THE EDITOR OF THER SUN—~Sir: My reply to
Mr. Martin's statement regarding the worth of a
stecographer to a business house is that many are
not worth over $15 a week, many are not worth
over $10 a week, and many I wouldn't employ at
any price, as they are worse than nothing, Many,
however, are worth and get $25 and $30 a week,
whilo some are worth even more and are invalu-
able to thelr employers. Many women are called .
stenographers simply because they know the art,
while thelr dutles conslst of many osher llnes of
‘work as well,

1 know one young woman who began some years
ago, working for nothing but experience; her first
salary was §2 a week. She now ranks among the
very high priced ones, and expects to go higher.
The value of a stenographer to her employer de-
pends upon the kind of business, the temperament
of the employer, the intelligence, tact and busi-
ness abllity of the stenographer,

NEW YORK, Aug. 80. A WoMAN WwxO ENOWS.

TOo THN EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: As an ex-
stenographer and present employer of them per-
haps I can add a word tending to clear the alr In
the disoussion of the pay of stenographers. The
lamentations over the small pay of stenographers
probably come from the horde of hams who infest
New York and work business houses one after an-
other for a week's employment. A week is thelr
Iimit in one place, and they could not usually re-
maln that long were not the employer in sore need
of some kind of a stenographer and In fear of jump-
Ing from the frylng pan into the fire.

It is not ry for a pher “to know
half & dozen languages” to get good pay; but he
must know at least one. The trouble Is very many
stenegraphers, young men and women both, ex-
pect to hold good positions without knowing any-
thing. It is safe to say that as a general thing
stenographers at §16 and under are not worth what
they cost, while those who recelve from $25 up are
worth more than they demand. 1% was a $15 sub-
stitute sterographer who tranalated “quasl-busl-
ness letter” “cross eyd (sic) business letter” for
me the other day. No doubt she would indorse
“X. L.,” and thinks she lost her place for not belng
& Latin scholar.

The principal shortcomings of stenographers
are: (1) their modern “educaulon®--they have
heard of the ncbular hypothesis and have been
taught that beer is not good for the kidneys, but
they do not know how to write English under-
standingly; (2) lgnorance of the principles of punc.
tuation and capitalization; (3) they cannot spell
common English business words; (4) they do not
know the geography of this or any other country;
cannot spell the names of the principal citles and
do not know the States In which they are situated;
(8) meago. knowledge of the system of shorthand
they pretend to write; (6) lack of general Informa-
tlon; () fallure to glve intelligent attentlon to
business. The stenographers who can pass high
an examination along these lines do not complain
of poor pay. Ex-STENOS,

NEW YORE, Aug. 81,

“By Thelr Fruits Ye Shall Know Them."

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN—SIr: Of the party
of doubt or unfalth, o which Mr, Goldwin Smith
seems to incline, 1 beg leava to ask a few questions.
The Founder of Christlanity established a test
which may with justice be applied allke to the be-
Uevers and the doubters: *“By thelr fruits ye shall
kaow them.”

Whick faction bas done ihe more {0 make this
world a better place o live In, to make their fellow
men bappler, the doubters or the ballovers?

Pleaso give me a list of the agencies of helptul-
fess foundcd by the doubters. Where is the Doubs-
ers' Orphan Asylum, the Agnostics’ Hospital, the
Infidels' Infirmary, the Unfaith's St. Vinoent de
Paul Soclety (or similar organisationa), whose work
fs to nurse the sick, shelter the homeless, relieve
the distressed, comfors the afiloted, raise \he fallen
and ald the unfortunate?

The “superstitious” orthodox bellovers are so
busy with these things they don't have time to
meet such as Mr. Goldwin Smith in the arena of
discussion on questions of falth and douds. They
belteve that desds speak louder than werds, thas
“Ry thelr frutts ye aball know them.”

of thinking could be s member of the Angli-
can Church. A professor of the Anglican
areed ho could not be, though he might sit
{n an Anglican pew. But he might find
himself in other respecta out of place. I
attend a church where I am safo againat
religlous recognition of war. Till ma-
terlalism has thoroughly proved its case,
& man, it seems to me, will hardly do well
in outting himself off from religlous life.

Extreme materialism lays it down that
the three great obstacles to aur well
are the belief in a God, the bellef in im-
mortality and the belief in the freedom of
the will. It is not easy to see what special
barm pure theism has done. Its effects
might be thought even to give it some
olaim to tion as & practioal key.
Immortality in the strict sense is unthink-
able, and the doctrine has been p!
in & form which shooks. But without that
belief in aoccountability which is the support
of congclence the world would hardly have
been better than it is. ;

Nor spparently would man have been
better braced for improving effort by the
bellef that he was an automaton and that
responsibility was a dream. The frank
abandonment of that whioch reason, our
only guide, as Bishop Potter says, has dis-
proved is the first step toward the attain-
ment of truth. Free thought does frankly
abandon, although it may be with a sigh,
whatever science and oriticism have dis-
proved. It admits the difficulty of the
theistic hypothesis arising from the con-
flict in the universe of that which seems to
us disorder and evil with that which seems
to us order and good. It lays Paley's
“Evidences” and the Bridgewater,

But reason surely bids us be on our guard,
not only against the influence of tradition
which now, among the educated, lingers
chiefly in clerical circles, and even there is
tempered by “Lux Mund{,” but against the
rush of physical discovery and the imme-
diate assumption that the germplasm
which science, overturning our infantine
creeds, has shown to be the of
human life, must carry in it the limitation
of human development, aspiration and
hope.

We may also have to be on our guard
against diveraion from the right line of
inquiry. Mysticism is a fantom apt to
hover over the grave of a dead religion.
May not the tendency to “piychism," now
prevailing, be a case of this kind? There
are no doubt deep mysteries still to be ex-
plored in the mervous frame of man; the
storage of a life's events by memory being
perhaps the profoundest of all. It is con-
ceivable that the telepathist may sucoeed
in discovering his medium of transmission.
But all this is corporeal and touches not the
moral or the spiritual man. That mem-
ory is oorporeal old age knows too well.
“Paydhism” is, infact,a misnomer. Neither
telepathy, spiritualism nor anything of
that kind seems yet to have touched or
pretended to have touched the soul,

That surely is a critical moment in the
history of man in which he firet confronts
the enigma of the universe and of his own
being and destiny with reason unclouded
by tradition. Single thinkers may have
done this before. But they were atill in the
penumbra of tradition and had compara-
tively little of the light of scienca. Tradi-
tion oould still tender as evidenoe of the
Noachio deluge the finding cf fossil shells
at high elovations, and philosophy could
reply that the shells were cookles dropped
by palmers from their hats in the
m untains. A new epoch of inquiry seems
at hand.

Can these inquiriea be deemed profitless?
Does it matter nothing to & man whether
his death may be change of being or anni-
hilation? Does it matter nothing to society
whether the witness of conscience is true?
Dr. Osler makes light—and thinks that
people in genéral make light—of the ques-
tion about the immortality of the soul.
Perhaps, as was hinted before, the form
in which the doctrine wes presented, re-
pelling belief, has had something to do
with the levity. However, Dr. Osler is
happy in this life. But if bappiness is the
objeoct, and this life is the end, of all studies
the saddest is history.

GoLDWIN SMITH.

P. 8.—*M. C. G.” arraigns me as a de-
stroyer of the supernatural, without which
he deems we ghould be lost. This seems
to imply that God is not in nature. But
the theist believes that God is in nature
and is manifested through it.

Women Natural Politiclans.

T e Countess of Selhorne inthe Nineleenth Century,

Women cannot be, or at least have never beea
great musiclans; I mean, composers of original
musle. Very few of them can be artists; hardly
any have reached really first rank as palnters,
scuiptors, or poets, though they have had pleaty of
opportunities of studying and practising all these
arts. Butthey can be politiclans. Political ability,
a capaclty for the sclence of government, call it
what you will, seems to be almost more common
among women than it |s among men. Compare
their opportunities and achievements in this fleld
of activity with thelr opportuniiles and achieve-
ments In those other directions.

Very few women have been queens or regents.
They have never been selected for any speclal fit-
ness. The accidental fallure of male helrs, the
death or absence of a husband, has suddenly placed
the reins of power in thelr hands. In all ages, In
all states of civilization, what a large measure of
success has attended thelr rule! The reign of &
queenisalmost always aperiod of progress and pros.
perity; and many nations, notably our own among
them, have made thelr most consplcuous advances
when under the government of & woman.

Iiave queens been exceptionally emotional In
their public acts? Have they sacrificed the welfare
of their people to thelr private aflections? Have
they been lacking in courage to defend the national
honor when necessary? 1 think no fair minded
man can deny that history would answer all these
questions In the negasive, Is it not probable that
as thesample 15 80 will the bulk be—that the humble
voter will not be influenced by very different mo-
tives from those which have ruled the conduct af
her more brilllant sisters?

I comnmend this llne of thought to all those, both
men and women, who regard the proposed lnno-
wvation (woman suffrage] as dangerous. Sane com-
mon sense 18 a quality not more rare among women
than among men, and that s after all the quality
that Is most valuable In political matters.

Price of Land In Piccadilly.
From the London Daly Matl.

For the widening of Plccadlily the London County
Councll has been for somo time negotiating the
purchase of a strip of land fronting Plccadilly and
St. James's street, The area, which I8, of course,
bullt upon, contains about 1,200 square feet, and
the price agreed upon to be pald for It is £41,000,
This works out at £34 3s. 4d. a square foot, or the
enormous sum of £1,488,500 per acre, It probably
constitutes a recerd, but As the sum Includes com-
pensation for disturbance the purchase cannot be
compared with the prices recently pald for sites
in the Clty.

A Puzzled Studeat of English,

To TH® EpiTon or THN SuN—Sir: How can
anything be cut in half! 1t may be cut into two,
three or almivst any number o2 ploces, bus I8 may
not'g; divided in one.

Why "place” under arrest? Unzgua,

Naw YoRE, Aug. 29.

Prose Poem oa the Armistice.

To-day the dove Columbla relessed is winging
down the bristling battle line In far Manchuria.

The men of warring hosts sheathe stoal and sllence
guns and hall with wondering welcome.

They askc. “Whence came this messenges of
peace—from Nerth or Eastt”—aot dreaming of
ita far Qight from the glorious West!

At i
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CE————
The Manaer of the Hepelfactions ef the
Rioh Critieized by & \Woman.

To re» Ept1on op Tas SuN—Sie: Is it not
strange that rich men persist In emdowing
schools, colleges, libraries and scholaiships
of all kinds, and entirely neglect to give a
sorap of g§ood honest “dally bread” to starv~
ing milllons—to ple who are suffering
undeservedly, without any fault of thelr
own: or if they do give, Is it not In sonie poor,
roundabout ineffectual fashion? Is it in any
way, shape or manner commensurate with sb:
orying need—the desperate urgency of th
demand?
~During the famines (n India was the rellef
sent more than g drop in the bucket of thad
overflowing dischiter? Was it not rather a
mookery of benefloence, which the tide of
raisery would quickly sweep away and leave
no trace? But when a new university I8
under consideration eleven millions is not
too muoch to cast into the breach,

None may underrate the blight of ignoranoce,
the spectacle of a great and prosperous na-
tion struggling under an imperfect educational
equipment; but with our lively ambition®
in thia direction are we likely to suffer ss &
nation from any such cause? Our greas
mental lack s a sort of crass indifference to
the dreadful situation of the vast srmy of
the unemployed, both here and {n other
countries—of the misery, the social and
spiritual night enveloping not only our own
poor class, in a more limited degree, bis
across the seas, of thole living under the
very shadow of our great foreign misalons.

Only in last Saturday's SuN is printed &
despatch from Madrid stating that famine
is most acute In the province of Saville.
There have been “three successive fallures

of the olive crop. Men daily collapse in the '
street, and mothers helplessly watch thelr
The Gove .

children faint pefore their eyes.
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EW YORE, Sept. 1.

SMALL 6OLLECTORS.

T —m——
Certaln Advantages of Thelrs Over Geldeny'.
Bibllemanes.

To THR EDITOR OF TRE SUN—Sir: mmn'

luxuries of good reading are also to be distinguished
socording %o publio and private oceasions. On
the private gide, not everybedy cau emulate the
Astor, Lenox and Tilden foundatioms, let slone
the antiquarian scale of somowhat mercantile
Mr. Quaritoh; while yet agaln, the few volume
limited owner can possibly derive the same Inti-
mate mazximum pleagure from his modest selectiona,
book for book, as great collectors from tholr Parls,
Leipslo and London orders, cargo for éargo. In.
deed, 1t 1s possible further that the advantage of
sentimental attachment between Jay Smith and
his few dozen or odd hupdred individual bookish
treasures will even of necessity transcend the dis-
tributive “wholesale” affections of Immense c.l-
lectors for thelr voluminous hundred thousands

Jey Smith can assoclate his Freach nugge's
with Qual Voltalre, the Odéon atalls, the “strest
of the Holy Fathers,” by date and specific clrcune
stance, one and severally; he can trace any other nf
his foreign prizes personally to Holborn, Amster-
dam, LGbeck, wherever he luckily acquired then;
and in llke manncr of his Quebec to Caribhein
acquisitions at home. He has also, of eourse,
nfbre time to devour his limited hundreds with
unlimited relish, juest as he fancles, than Mr. Lennx
(all peaco to his generous shades) ever dreameo |
of attempting, alone, in the case of his follo riches
whereof the single 1tém of polyglot Bibles, I guess,
would ocoupy (was it Cardinal Mezzofantl?) six-
teen Dominical octaves or upward. Your colossul
colleotor, in a word, although the proper oolle:-
tor's joy falls to him by rights, and eventually
survives him for liberal bemefactions to others,
s very much at the same bewildering disadvantage
with reapect to his books pl 1, as was b
Mrs. Partington under Webster's “Dictionary™;
she found him “an Interesting author, but he
changed tho subject so often.”

Where the private Individual best “gets even”
with vass collectlons |s, for one place magnificently,
in one of thosp roomy mahogany chairs In the
Library of Congress, before, it may chance, the
four hundredwelght Sargent’'s “North American
Sylva,” Blake's original drawings, Audubon's
*Birds” in their life slze fdelity, and the entire

folio bronged assortment of Spain's grandee scribes
in “Biblioteca de los Autores Espafioles™; not to
boast of Jay Smith's reficeted luster, in this man-
ner of cantext, before the edified llbrary atiendants
and ordinary fctlon flends. Jay Smith. t0 begin
with, 1s presumed to be a “real reader,” as readers

come and g0, to presume to call for the standard |

unique editions of one only Blake and Audubon,
LERSPORT, Pa., Aug. 0, W. P.

In the Red Dirt Tebacee Land’s Oapttal,
From the Sentinel of Nacogdoches, Tes.
Ras Thrash of Chireno is in the city on business.
J. H, Haltom and son, Jim, are in the city to-day
trading.

Asa Brightwell of Sacul was 1o the city yeater-

day on business.

Miss Mamie Frankiin of Cushing o in the cisy
shopping.

A. W, Eddings of Garrison was In the city yes-
day on a business trip.

G. L. Mucklaroy of Melrose was in the eity this
morning on & business trip.

Walter Thurston of Attoyao was ia the city to-
day on a business trip.

Frank Palne of Trawiok is in the city te-day on
busiuess.

The Rev. A, Tubbe of Tubbe was in the eity to-
day on a business trip. -

B. B. Halton of Swift was in the city to-day on &
trading trip.

Mr. Russell of Word, Shelby county, e in the
city to-day trading,

Je J. Watkins of Douglass is in the oity to-day
on business,

T. K. Raynor of Decoy was In the city to-day on
& business trip.

Dr. and Mrs, E. W) Duna of Trawick were a the
city yesterday on a trading trip.

Horseracing in Fijt.
From the Fijt Western Pacific Herald,

The committee of the Fiji Jockey Club are deter-
mined to bring thelr course up to date in every re-
spect, By the last steamer from New Zealand they
have lmported an up to date totalisator machine,
which will be of considerable advantage to in-
vestors, The committes have also ordered soveral
starting gates of the latest pattera.

How Liverpeol Is Still a Seapert.
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