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Ninoteen IHundred and Six,

Although the year beginning with this
morning differs from its forerunner in
respect of the world's present freedom
from international warfare, civil war is
raging in the Czur's dominions, and until
Rusgia shall regain the military strength
which made her a valuable ally the
moves on the European chessboard will
be watched with some anxiety, Latin
America, if we overlook the trivial trou-
bles of Santo Domingo, scems to have a
fair prospect of tranquillity, while citi-
zens of the United States, assured of
peace at home and abroad, should find
their interests and their energies ab-
gorbed in the era of exceptional pros-
perity which now is well advanced and
doubtless may be relied upon to last for
at least another twelvemonth,

From a political viewpoint the New
Year promises to be noteworthyin the
record of the Roosevelt Administration.

At tho great assize held next November |

the people will register their verdict as
to the use made by the President of the
tremendous opportunity for wise and
beneficent achievement afforded by his
extraordinary triumph in 1904, when he
obtained a majority of almost 200 votes
in the electoral colleges, and a plurality
of more than two and a half millions at
the ballot box. What he does, or tries
earnestly to do, during the next ten
months will determine whether the po-
litical party with which he is identifled
shall forfeit or retuin the vast prepon-
derance which at present it possesses in
Congress, to wit, a majority of 114 in the
House of Representatives and of 26 in a
full Sonate. We know of no practical
way in which the voters can distinguish
between Mr, RoosEVELT and his party,
and, indeed, they will be justified in
deeming it a statesman’s business so to
adjust his personal relations and so to

l

terest-of the “stand-patters,” he has
rendered difficult, if not impossible, any
move in the direction of sweeping re-
vision by the House of Representatives,
Nobody, however, who recognizes our
tutelary duties to our more or less un-
willing wards in the Philippines can fail
to wish success to the bill providing
that all the products of those islands
shall be admitted to our ports free of
duty, except their sugar and tobacco, and
that the customs dues on these commodi-
ties shall be forthwith cut down to a quar-
ter of the Dingley rates until 1909, after
which they shall be abolished altogether,
We may take for granted, neverthe-
less, that even this act of justice will
meet with sturdy resistance in some
quarters, and we regard as some-
what uncertain of success at this time
the President’s suggestion that the
threatened tariff war with Germany
might be averted by the enactment
of maximum and minimum instead of
uniform rates, the minimum duties
being conceded, of course, to those
countries that grant us equivalent privi-
leges. The objection to this proposal
is that it would bring she whole subject
of the tariff to the front, an objection
which, in view of the prevalent wish not
to perturb the prevailing prosperity of
American industries, seems likely to
prove insuperable,

There is reason to think that in return
for certain administrative concessions
within the scope of the authority of the
Secretary of the Treasury, Germany may
be induced to refrain from imposing the
maximum duties designated by her
tarif upon imports from the United
States after March 1, the date when the
existing modus vivendi expires. The
concessions to which we refer would aim
to meet the complaint of German im-
porters that the Dingley tariff has been
enforced at our oustom houses in such a
way as always to impose the very high-
est values on their goods, without re-
gard to the certificates issued by Ameri-
oan oonsuls in Germany. It is said that
Secretary RoOT and Secretary SHAW
have entered into an understanding
that, on the one hand, our State Depart-
ment shall instruct eonsuls abroad, when
determining the values of exports to the
United States, to inquire of the Chambers
of Commerce in the places where these
exports are produced as to their market
values, and that, on the other hand, the
Treasury Department shall require ap-
praisers at our ports of entry to give
more weight than has hitherto been
given to consular invoicea in establishing
the rate of duty that should be paid. We
are further informed that the whole Ad-
ministration will use its influence with

adapt his policies as to work harioni- | Congress to procure an amendment of
ously and efficiently with his legislative { the Dingley law which shall exempt un-

coadjutors. It may be that the historian,
reviewing the positive accomplishments

!
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dervalued imports from the penalty now
imposed, provided it can be shown that

and the shortcomings of Mr. Roose- i tho undervaluation was made by mis-
| take and does not exceed 10 per cent.

vELT'S second term, will apportion their
respective shares of praise and blame to
the Executive and the Legislature; but
the people will not thus discriminate;
and if they disapprove of the Adminis-
tration's record during the next ten
months they will vote against Repub-
lican nominees, That is why the middle
yearin a Presidential term has habitually
proved a critical conjuncture. McKiN-
LEY survived it; but CLEVELAND did not
in 1804; nor HARRISON in 1890; nor AR-
THUR in 1882, In each of the three last
named cases the opposition captured the
House of Representatives, We presume

hat Mr. RoosgEviLT will be more fortu-

ate, because, in the present disorganiznd
and discouraged condition of the Dem«.c-
racy, we can scaccely conceive of its ob-

{

_ltaining a majo-ity of the lower house in

the Sixtieth Congress. Nevertheless, if
Republican strength in either chan b r
sho 'd undergo a serious, even though
not fatal, shrinkage, Mr. ROOSEVELT
would have to bear a large part of the
responsibility for the change.
The year now begun is likely to be
1emorable in the eyes of constitutional
wvyers and political economists if Con-
2‘.@5 shall sanction the experiment of
wagrnment rate making for railways
sh Mr. ROOSEVELT advocates, It is
that more than once the United
Supreme Court has reversed a
decis®n, but it will require phenomenal
ingenuity to reconcile with its declara-
tions that executive, judicial and legis-
lative powers cannot constitutionally be
united in the same person or group of
persons by the bestawal on the Inter-
state Commerce (‘ommission, or on any
other administrative bodw, of functions
which certainly seem to be judicial and
legislative. Admitting such reconcile-
-ment to be possible, we must still watch
with profound misgiving the making of
rates for transportation by a board some

When this proposal was originally mooted
the impression prevailed that the admin-
istrative oconcessions would be made to
Germany alone. Such a discrimination
would plainly have been inadmissible;
France, Great Britain and other coun-

a flagrant violation of the “most favored
nation” clause in their commercial
treaties, This objection falls to the
ground in view of the intention to apply
the concessions to all imports, whatever
their place of origin. The fear has been
expressed that whatever relief may be
afforded by the suggested arrangeraent
to European exporters, .r own customs
revenue will be reduced in a correspond-
ing proportion. The apprehension fails
to take note of the possibility that if
our customs regulations are relaxed or
liberalized our imports may increase
considerably in volume.

During the year which has now opened
we can foresee that our foreign relations
will be invested with considerable inter-
estin more than one quarter of the globe.
At the second Hague Conference, which
may be expected to take place as rRoon
as Russia's internal disorders shall have
been allayed and her transition from
an antocratic system to a constitutional
monarchy shall be well under way, our
Government, which first proposed the
meeting, will no doubt take a conspicu-
ous and an earnest part. Mr. RooSE-
veLr indicated in his last message to
Congress the specific and practicable
aims which our envoys at The Hague
will be instructed to keep in view, They
will not bedirected to advocate visionary
proposals, such as the immediate and
drastic reduction of all military and
naval armaments, much less a futila
proclamation of universal peace, They

will be told, however, to spare no effort

| to prevail upon the Conference to devise

if not all of whose members will be un- |
| tion the customary mode of settling
| international disputes in all except a few

qualified by experience to transact such
a complicated and difficult business,
From tho standpoint of expediency, in-
* deed, the experiment desired by the
President is almost universally
demned by experts, but it looks as if it
might have to be tried, in view of the sup-
port given to the President’s project by
a great majority of the House of Repre-
gentatives and a large part of the Senate,
and also of the acquiescent attitude

ocon=-

reluctantly adopted of late by the Penn- i

sylvania Railroad and some other railway
systems. The worst feature of a law
ganctioning 8o grave an innovation is
that once inscribed upon the statute
book it cannot be expunged easily by
legislative flat, however disappointing
and obnoxious may be its practical
results, For that reason the best hopo
of those who fear that Government rate
making may have not only perturbing
but disastrous consequences lies in the
supreme Federal tribunal.

During this year, or, for that matter,
during the life of the present Congress,
there reems to be not the faintest chance
of a revision of the tariff, beyond the
admission of Philippine products to our
ports on terms materially lower than
those levied by the Dingley law. In his

fifth annual message the President indi- |

cated that he did not regard the neces-
sity of any general revision of the tariff
at this time as proved, and that he shou'ld
consider a premature agitation of the
gubject inexpedient, in view of ite well
known dislocating effect on industry and
businese. ‘Lhisisaneminently important

conclusion, ond Speaker CANNON has

some way of making a resort to arbitra-

classes of cases which may be alleged
to involve a nation's honor or vital in-
torests, but which themselves should
be dnfined as sharply as the presont po-
litieal and social development of man-
kind will permit. Among minor objects
our envoys will be urged to bring about
a precise intornational definition of con-
traband of war, and an agreement by
which neutral richts and property at sea
ghall be protected hereafter no less thor-
oughly than they are now protected on
land, This may not be a dazzling pro-
gramme, but it is feasible, and it would
prove beneficent.

Although our present commercial in-
terests in Northwest Africa may be
almost negligible, our Government has
accepted an invitation to take part in the
Morocco Conference which is expected
presently to meet in Spain, and it meay
turn out that cirenmstances will give our
voice there greater weight than we
should ourselves assert for it.

is whether the right claimed by France to
maintain order on the western frontier
of Algeria would not tend to the pro« ure-
ment of political ascendency in the Sul-
tan's dominions, and prove in the end
irreconcilable with the equality of com-
mercial privileges for all nations in Mo-
rocco. France, of course, desiresto mag-
nify the scope of her police authority on
the border, and Germany, on her part,
wishes to minimize it. It is taken for
granted that France will be backed by

Great Britain and Russia, and that Ger-

helped to uphold it, tor, by organizing | many, owing to the Triple Alliance, will

all the principal committecs in the in-
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| have the zealous cooperation of Austria
L)

tries would have protested against it as |

The fun- i
damental question to be answered there | Premier's hope of obtaining in the next

| ble collection by European Powers from

—

and the reluctant support of Italy. The
question will then arise: Which side will
be taken by Spain and the United States?
As regards the former Power, the signs
are that, although the Queen-mother i3
an Austrian, the young King, who is
about to marry a British princess, will
incline to favor Britain's, friend, the
French Republic, and that his Ministers
will take a similar position, although they
have magde a perfunctory declaration of
resolve to uphold Spanish interests on
the Atlantic as well as the Mediterranean
coasts of Morocoo, a declaration scarcely
oonciliable with the ultimate absorption
of Northwest Africa by France. In that
event it would become of obvious mo-
ment to Germany to secure the United
States as a coadjutant; but we deem it
much more probable that our Govern-
ment would range itself on the side of
France and Great Britain, with which
countries we have contracted during the
last year or two peculiarly sympathetic
relations,

We shall see before the year is far
advanced whether our Federal Govern-
ment is able to extricate itself from the
Santo Domingo muddle without any loss
of dignity or prestige. On the face
of things, undoubtedly, there i3 some-
thing grotesque in the predicament of
our State Department, which is inviting
the Senate to ratify a treaty concluded
with an Exeoutive who has voluntarily
become a fugitive from his capital, and
as to whom our Minister to the Domini-
can Republic is obliged to report Non
esl inventus. As a matter of fact, how-
ever, the Dominican Constitution pro-
vides that in the event of the death,
resignation, absence or disability of the
President the Vioe-President shall suc-
ceed, and we are informed that not only
Vice-President CACERES but all the
members of the Cabinet, who in Santo
Domingo as in Switzerland share with
tho President the Executive power, are
strongly in favor of the treaty, by which
the United States Government is em-
powered to collect the Santo Domingo
customs rovenue and to apportion it
partly for running expenses and partly
for the republic’s creditors. The disap-
pearance, therefore, of President Mor-
ALES, whom Mr. ROOSEVELT in his last
message seemod inclined to acclaim as a
savior of his country, though laughable,
is unimportant. Senators are left just
where they were last spring, to wit,
confronted by the question whether they
deem it expedient for the United States
to go lnte the debt collecting business,
either in the specific case of Santo Do-
mingo or in that of Latin American
republics generally, in pursuance of
what has come to be known as the Roose-
velt Corollary from the Monroe Doc-
trine. So far as we can learn, the debt
colleeting function i3 more or less re-
pugnant to Mr. RO0SEVELT himself, and
if he has reluctantly assumed it it is
because of his clear perception of the
larger aspects of the question and the
unpleasant consaquences possible if an-
other course is followed.

The United States Government itself
has never extorted by force the payment
of debts arising out of contract; nor has
Great Britain, except in the case of Egypt;
while Latin American politicans and
writers on international law are unani-
mous in holding that in the case of con-
tractual obligations the maxim caveat
emptor is applicable. That is to say,
foreign creditors, provided, of course,
they cannot show they are the victims
of a tort, should be ralegated to the
tribunals of the debtor commonwealth,
and if they cannot secure redress there,
must go without it. This may seem
a hard doctrine to some people, but
we repeat that it i8 one which our
own Government has uniformly com-
pelled American creditors of Latin
American republics to swallow. Neither,
before the blockade of Venezuelan sea-
ports in 1002, had we ever in our
national history countenanced the forci-

an American commonwealth of debts
arising out of contract. What, then,
would Senators have the ccuntry do?
Shall we recede from the position taken
in 1902, thereby confessing that our Stato

Department was ill advised in assuming
it, and inform Great Britain, Germany,
France and other European countries
that henceforth they must look exclu-
sively to the courts of Latin American
States for the recoupment of moneys
advanced to their governments or citi-
zens under contract; or shall we ac-
quiesce in their enforcement of con-
tractual obligations by the confiscation
of a part or of the whole of an indebted
republic's customs revenue for an in-
definite period, which plainly would af-
fect their destiny; or shall we adept Mr,
ROOSEVELT'S plan of undertaking to as- |
sure the payment of contractual obliga- |
tions, pronounced just by an impartial |
tribunal, through interposition between
the foreign creditors and the American
debtors, an interposition made effective i
by our assumption of a revenue collect- |
ing and distributing function? One of |
these three courses we shall have to rur-

sue, and the Senate must goon decide |
between them,

For the United Kingdom no yesnr since
1900 has been fraught with more polit-
ical interest than this which begins to-
day. For the first time since 1805 a
Liberal Ministry is governing the Brit-
ish Empire, and not many weeks are
likely to pass before a new general elec-
tion shall determine the extent and dura-
tion of its power. If the Liberals have
their way, the contest will pivot solely
on the question whether the traditional
British policy of free trade shall be super-
seded by Mr. JOSEPH CHAMBERLAIN'S
project of a protective tariff framed for
the purpnse of affording a preference to |
the oolonies. Unfortunately for the new

House of Commons a considerable ma-
jority over all opponents combined, he

may fail to receive the support of Union- |

ist Free Traders at the ballot box, owing
to the fear of the latter that the Liberals
mean to give Ireland home rule under
one guise or another, and either by in-
stalment or in block. It cannot be
denied that the latest speeches of Sir
HEN#Y CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN offersome
ground for such an apprehension. With
the Irish Nationalists on one side and
the Unionist Free Traders on the other,
the Liberal Prime Minister found himself

between the devil and the deep sea, and

he deserves respect for taking the course
commended by consistency and princi-
ple. He has said frankly that he shall
stand precisely where he stood twelve
years ago, and that soon or late he means
to secure for Irdland the largest possi-
ble powers of self-government that are
compatible with the unity of the King-
dom. This is tantamount to saying that
his maximum concession will be substan-
tially identical with that embodied in
Mr. GLADSTONE'S second Home Rule
bill, The Irish Nationalists will be hard
to please if they are not satisfied with
such a demonstration of good faith; but
the Premier's pledge threatens to alien-
ate those Unionists who abhor Home Rule
more than they love free trade.

It will not be easy, either, to keep in
abeyance the irreconcilable differences
between the Nonconformist and the
Anglican factions in the Liberal camp,
with reference to the Education act, by
which the late Government forced dis-
senters, already taxed for the mainte-
nanoe of the nmon-sectarian national or
board schools, to contribute also to the
support of schools conducted in the in-
terest of the Church of England. On the
other hand, a strenuous and apparently
successful effort has been made to induce
organized labor to vote for Liberal can-
didates indistricts where it hasbut little,
if any, chance of electing nominees of ita
own. The principal leader of the Labor
Unions, Mr, JoHN BURNS, has been made
a member of the Cabinet, and Sir H.
CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN has promised to
amend the law relating to combinations,
which, as interpreted by the courts, is
deemed by employees far from satis-
factory. With the cordial support of the
labor unions and of the numerous Irish
voters in British electoral districts, the
Liberals are doubtless sure of obtaining
in Great Britain a considerable plurality
over the friends of Mr. BALrour and Mr.
JosEPH CHAMBERLAIN; but without the
aid of the Unionist Free Traders, which
now, as we have said, seems doubtful,
they may be forced to depend in the next
Parliament, as they were in 1802-5, on the
cooperation of the Irish Nationalists,
They will then lack the moral ascendency
which might enable them to drive through
the House of Lords such unwelcome
measures as a repeal of the last Educa-
tion act, or an act disestablishing the
Anglican Church in Wales, or, above all,
an act bestowing a large measure of
self-government on Ireland.

1t is known already that the colonial
policy of the new Government will differ
materially from that of ita predecessor,
not only as regards the proposal to give
a tariff preference to the transmarine
dependencies, but also with relation to
the treatment of the conquered Boer
commonwealths, The promise made at
the time when a treaty of peace was
signed that the former South African
Republic and former Orange Free State
should eventually have an elective Legis-
lature has not yet been carried out, but
the new Ministers have announced that
the fulfilment will be postponed no
longer, Meanwhile the importation of
Chinese to work in the mines of the Rand
has been stopped, and the final settle-
ment of the question whether such a
golution of the labor problem shall be
sanctioned has been remitted to the rep-
resentatives of the people. There seems
to be no doubt that although English
speaking residents will under certain
conditions have the right to vote, the
nominees of the Boers will constitute a
working majority of the new assembly.
It was this prospect which caused the
late British Government £o shrink from
authorizing an elective Legislature, some
of its members predicting that the separ-
atist tendencies of the Afrikanders were
only dormant, and that if these were
permitted to revive the whole work of
conquering South Africa might have to
be done over again, Faithful, neverthe-
less, to the worthiest traditions of the
Liberal party, Sir H. CAMPBELL-BAN-
NERMAN has determined to deal with the
Boers as Lord DURHAM dealt with the
Canadians, in the belief that the outcome
of an act of generosity and justice will
again be satisfactory,

In British India the New Year will wit-
ness a sharp departure from the position
taken by Mr. BALFOUR with referenoe to
the quarrel between Lord CurzoN and
Lord KITCHENER. It will be recalled
that the Commander-in-Chief of the
Anglo-Indian army insisted that if he
were to be held responsible for the de-
fence of the peninsula his authority must
be untrammelled; that, in other words,
his plans must not be subject to interfer-
ence on the part of the military member
of the Viceroy's council at Calcutta. As
his demand was pronounced reasonable
by the late Governmont, the Viceroy re-
signed; but the new Premier declares that
Lord CvrzoN was right in upholding the
principle that military authority must be
subordinate to civil in British India.
Professional soldiers who know that im-
portant orders issued at headquarters
have sometimea been held up for six
months at Calcutta will not be at all sur-
prised should Lord KITCHENER express
a desire to be relieved of his command.
To outsiders the question seems just now
academic rather than practical, because
for some time to come the Russians will
have too much work on their hands at
home to dream of invading India, even
if the permanent conquest of the penin-
sula had not been rendered impossible
by England's new aliiance with Japan.
There are many Englishmen, however,
who coneur with Lord KITCHENER in
thinking that their country ought to
fight her own battles, and that her appeal
to Japanese auxiliaries would be fatal
to the moral influence of England on
the Indian mind.

It is interesting to hear from Sir
CHARLES DILKE, who, although not
YToreign Secretary, is sure 1o be listened
to with deference in any discussion of |
England's foreign relations, that under |
tho new Administration, as under the |
last, the foreign policy of the United |
Kingdom will pivot on the cordial under- |
standing established with France and
the United Statea. In other words, no
effort will be spared to further the attain-
ment of the end contemplated by Lord
LANSDOWNE, a union of interest and '
gentiment between the three countries
named, which would go far to prove a
guarantee of the peace and progress of
mankind. Theroe is, indeed, good reason
to believe that just as the Anglo-Jap-

anese alliance promises to assure tran-
quillity to Asia, so the entente cordiale
brought about between England and
France, supplemented as this is by the
warm sympathy of the United States,
will check hercafter, as it is believed
to have checked in the past year, any
aggressive designs that Russia's efface-
ment may have tended to encourage in
the mind of the German Emperor,

Before the month of January is over
M. Louner’s term of office will have
expired, and the French Chambers,
meeting in joint session at Versailles,
will have chosen a President of the Re-
publio. The ostensible nominee of the
bloc, as the group of factions now domi-
nant in the Chamber of Deputies is called,
is M, FALLIRRES, President of the Sen-
ate, and he would doubtless be success-
ful if the voting at Veraailles were to be
viva voce. As the balloting is to bé
secret, however, the friends of M. Dou-
MER, who gained 8o much distinction as
Governor-General of Tonquin, and who
{8 now one of the most influential mem-
bers of the Chamber of Deputies, have
by no means lost heart. It is possible
that ex-Premier BRIssoN and ex-Premier
BouRGeoI8 will each get a good many
votes from Radicals and Socialists, and
should there be no choice on the flrst
ballot M. RouviER may be put forward
as a compromise candidate, There is,
of cour:c, no constitutional reason why
M. LouBET ghould not, like M. GREVY,
be reelected, but the former has said
repeatedly and emphatically that he
would not accept a second term. Of
much more importance than the choice
of a President, who in France may al-
most be described as a figurehead, will
be the general election for the Chamber
of Deputies, which will take place in the
spring. No material change in the rela-
tive strength of parties is expected, It
is much too early for the abolition of the
Concordat to have any political effect, for,
as under the law the State continues to
pay stipends to the existing episcopate
and priesthood, the peasantry have not
begun to foel the burden that will fall
upon them ultimately when new bishops
are consecrate! and new priests ordained.
From an economical viewpoint, the new
year opens doubtfully for France, for
although its exports exhibit a notable in-
crease and all its industries are flourish-
ing, public confldence in the future is
shaken by the grave doubt cast upon the
safetv of the stupendous sum invested
by Frenchmen in Russian bonds and
other Russian securities, a sum which
has been computed at two billions of
dollars, or double the amount of the war
indemnity paid to Germany. For the
moment, however, the apprehension of a
default in the payment of interest on
Russia's forelgn debt is less acute than
it was some weeks ago.

In the German Empire no remarkable
incident is looked for, so far as internal
politics are concerned. No immediate
change is probable in the distribution of
seats in the Reichstag, which are appor-
tioned among electoral districts that
originally (except in the smallest States)
had a hundred thousand inhabitants
apiece. The old apportionment has be-
come grosaly inequitable in the case of
Berlin, which, instead of about six hun-
dred thousand, now has some two mill-
ion inhabitants, but as on the basis of
universal suffrage that city eleots So-
cialists or Radicals, the Imperial Gov-
ermmment has no desire to strengthen a
troublesome Opposition. The landed
proprietors will no doubt continue to
control revenue legislation so far as the
tariff is concerned, and the augmentation
of the navy will go on with unabated
vigor. In the coming year, as for many
& year past, the attention of onlookers
will be concentrated on the growth of
the two forces characteristio of contem-
porary Germany; on the one hand the
belief in military monarchy, which even
among scholars receives no little sup-
port; on the other hand, the spirit of dis-
content which has made tremendous
headway among the lower olasses and
has caused Socialism to absorb most of
the rank and file of the old Liberal parties.
In forecasting, moreover, the possible
expangion of German Socialism we
should not overlook the fact that the
masses of the supporters of the so-called
Centrist party are much more strongly
attracted by class interest and sympathy
to the Socialista than to the Conserva-
tives. The reaction from tho Liberal
ideas, to which his father was a convert,
is personified in the Emperor WILLIAM
1., and in considering the advice which
he is doubtless giving to tha Czar we
ghould keep in view his public declara-
tion that students ought to be taught
that the French Revolution was an un-
mitigated orime against Gop and man.
He is an avowed and ardent believer in
the theory of go¥ernment which decries
universal suffrage and proecloims a mili-
tary monarchy the best possible type of
polity. Under a ruler who acts on such
convictions there i8 but little prospect
of any drastic amendment of the exist-
ing cumbroug, indirect and flagrantly
unjust method of choosing members of
the Chamber of Deputies in Prussia,
where a few rich men return as many
intermediate electors as do the great
maas of laborers.

Although the tension between Ger-
many and France occasioned by the
Morocco ,neident has been relaxed by
the conciliatory attitude of M. ROUVIER,
Emperor WILLIAM has cause enough to
watch with vigilance, not to say mis-
giving, the movement of events in an-
other direction, to wit, on his western
and southwestern frontiers. Next to
FRrANCIS JOSEPH himself, he is most
keenly interested in the outcome of the
experiment which the Hapsburg Kaiser
has decided to make during the twelve-
month now beginning, both in the (Cis-
leithan Kingdom and in Hungary, We
refer, of course, to the substitutinon of
universal suffrage for the existing com-
plicated and inequitable electoral sys-
tems, a change which is expected to
prove fatal to the dominance of the
Magyara in Hungary and of the Germans
in Austria. The Magyars may fight
sooner than submit to rubordination to

| their quondam vassals in the Pariiament

at Budapest; and the German speaking
subjects of FRANCIS JOSEPH, finding
themselves reduced to0 a weak minority
in the Vienna Reichsrath, may be more
strongly impelled than ever toward
fusion with the German Empire,

It + |

especially, however, on the state of
things in Russian Poland, and in the
Czar's Baltic provinces, that the German
Emperor's attention will be fixed. As
not only Courland but Livonia and
Esthonia once belonged to the Teutonic
kings, and have been for centurics
controlled by German landowners, their
ultimate reunion with Prussia has always
been looked upon at Berlin as possible,
though the hope, of course, has seldom
been avowed; and it must have been
noted with chagrin that a probable out-
como of the present Lettish uprising will
be to transfer agrarian social and eco-
nomical ascendency in those provinces
from German to Russian subjects of the
Czar. It is obvious, also, that Emperor
WILLIAM must be profoundly concerned
in the status which will be assigned to
Russian Poland when, if ever, the tran-
sition of Russia from an autocracy to
a constitutional monarchy shall have
been accomplished, The German sov-
ereign, of course, desires that the Czar's
Polish subjects shall be treated precisely
like other inhabitants of European Rus-
sia as regards representation in the
national assembly, for the process of
Russiflcation would thus be furthered,
but he cannot wish them to have a legis-
lature of their own, which would foster
their native language and institutions,
and inevitably encourage their fellow
Poles in the Prussian province of Posen
to demand a similar concession. It is
hard enough as it is to Germanize the
Poles of Posen, who envy the large meas-
ure of local autonomy enjoyed by their
compatriots under Austrian rule in
QGalicia,

No one who has watched the rapid and
startling succession of events in Russia
since the Peace of Portsmouth was
signed would think of attempting to
predict the outcome of 1908 in that con-
vulsed and blood drenched country. It
is true that as we go to press the
uprising of the proletariat in Moscow—
phenomenal as it has been in respect
of dimensions, duration and ferocity—
seoms tc have collapsed, It iz probable
enough that the temporary restoration
of order in Russia’s ancient capital will
be followed by an intermission of dis-
turbances in Warsaw, Odessa, Kharkoff
and other provircial cities, Throughout
the last ten days St. Petersburg has re-
mained comparatively quiet under the
heel of the garrison, whioh has shown
itself faithful to the Czar.
confidence in Government and commer-
cial oircles is attested by a material
advance in the market price of the im-
perial 4 per cent, bonds. What assur-
ance can we have, however, that the
revolutionists have abandoned their
effort to overthrow the dynasty of the
RoMANoFFS and to substitute a republi-
can régime? As we write come rumors
of a determination to inaugurate another
general strike, accompanied with wide-
spread insurrection, on Russia's Christ-
mas Day, January 6, or on January 22,
the anniversary of last year's massacre,
In any event, many weeks, if not months,
aro likely to elapse after so tremendous
an upheaval of subterranean forces
before the ground swell of discontent
subsides. Even if Moderate Liberals
should shortly attain ascendency in
European Russia, and the promised in-
troduction of representative institutions
should begin, the Baltic provinces and
the region of the Trans-Caucasus will
have to be reconquered, and sufficient
troops for the purpose can scarcely be
secured unless recourse is made to the
Manchurian army, the fidelity of which is
suspected. If Count WITTE'S hopes are
fulfilled, however, and the State Duma
or national assembly, the mode of eleot~
ing which has been fixed, shall convene
presently and be permitted to frame a
Constitution, it is quite possible, if not
probable, that the transformation of the
Government from an absolute into a
limited monarchy may be effected with-
out much further wrenching of the social
structure, owing to the fact that the vast
majority of Russia's population is agri-
cultural and at heart loyal to the sover-
eign. Their loyalty might even be
wrought to irreeistible fervor if the
measures already taken to relieve them
from arrears of taxea should be supple-
mented by the gratuitous distribution
of a large section of the Crown’s exten-
give domains.

That events will take so fortunate a
course is not believed by pessimistic
ohservers, who assert that the only
practicable alternative to a quick lapse
into anarchy and chaos is a violent and
implacable reaction which shall dismiss
Count WITTE and repudiate all projects
of reform. Intimations more or less
credible reach us from Tsarskoe-Selo that
although the Prime Minister has thus
fur managed to hold his own, men of a
merciless temper like TREPOFr and
DUrNovo are rapidly gaining the Czar's
ear. Before the present twelvemonth
is far advanced the fate of Russia is
likely to be settled for many a year to
come,

If we turn to the Orient we must recog-
nize that the agreement reached with
regard to the Macedonian finances has
deferred for a time the expulsion of the
Turks from Europe and the determina-
tion of the ownership of Constantinople.
To that imperial heritage, for which
Russia and Austria used to be the only
aspirants, there is now in prospect a
third claimant, namely, a South Slavie
commonwealth which quite conceivably
might be created through a fusion of
Bulgaria and Servia. Meanwhile, the
question of practical moment connected
with the Ottoman dominions in 1906 will
be concerned with the economical ex-
ploitation of Anatolia and Mesopotamia,
through the construction of a railway
which shall have its southern terminus
on the Persian Gulf. Now that the
British Toreign Office is controlled by
a statesman more disposed to concili-
ate the Emperor WiLL AM [I. than was
his predecessor, it should not be im-
possible to accommodate the hitherto
conflicting interests of Germany, Great
Britain and Kussia with regard to the
Eunphrates Valley.

In the Far East during the coming
tweivernonth the Mikado's empire will
dovote itreli to the recuperation neaded
after the exhausting efforts imposed by
a titanic war, and to the utilization of
the opportunities of peaceful expansion
guined in Corea, in the Liaotung penin-
sula and along the lines of the Manchu-
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rian railway, which before long will be
linked by a branch running to the Yalu
River with the Corean system., The fact
that by the commercial treaty which she
has just concluded at Pekin Japan has
procured the opening of a large addi-
tional number of Manchurian towns to

i foreign traffic will be accepted as a guar-

antee of her fidelity to the policy of the
“open door.” This assurance that her
sympathies are enlisted on the side of
Europe and the United States should
conjure once for all the “Yellow Peril,”
and convince us that the Western World
has nothing to fear from the awakening
of China.

And nothing is but what is not. An ap-
plication of which paradox may be found
in the opinion of the Courtin the Maine
case of the State against FREDERIOKBON.
The defendant, a Portland restaurant
keoper, was indioted for keeping also a com=
mon nuisance. He kept and sold “for tip-
pling purposes” unfermented sweet cider.
A seller of unfermented rweet ocider for
tippling purposea would seem to be guilty
of getting money on false pretences. At
any rate, unfermented cider is not known
to be intoxicating. The defendant's ooun=
sel appealed. His argument was that uye
fermented cider was not intoxicating within
the meaning of the prohibition law; and thas
the law was unconstitutional if it declared
such cider intoxicating. Appeal over-
ruled. Court says that if the State declares
a beverage intoxicating such beverage is
intoxicating, and that the State has the
constitutional right to make suoh a law.
Therefore a man within the Dirlgo juris-
diotion may be drunk according to the Con-
stitution and the law, drunk legally and
constitutionally, when actually and as a
matter of observation and faot he is as
sober as a judge. Further, it follows;
as the night the day, that ochemistry or
aloohol has nothing to do with the question
of Intoxication and intoxicants. Water
i{s an intoxicant, if the Malne Legislature
chooses to say so.

This case shows that the Matne Consti-
tution and tha Maine Legialature oan afford
to be above common sense,

e ——————

Cowardice Non-Raoial,

To Tk EpiTok or THE BUN~—8{ Negre
troops officered by negroes are not to be de-
pended on, take fright at the first fire and
will become panicstricken {n the most un-
reasonable manner,

On the other hand, negro soldiers under
the command of proper white officers (inolude
ing non-coms) and watched closely by thelr
officers ara good enough for any army,

Really, however, this {s a fruitiess disous-
sion. Forty years, twenty In the army,
fifteen on the pollos forcs, taught me that a
vast majority of men, white, black, yellow,
red and brown, are white livered cowards,

JASPER L, SUTHERLAND. |

BAy BEORE, Dea. 20.

New Sireet Car Swindle.

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: The following
may be a new plan of petty swindle, It was
practised on the Twenty-third street crosstown
line this week. Thisasa word of caution for women
patronizing tha line,

A woman boarded the car at the North River end
of the line. Next to her was seated a well dressed
woman, who, as the conductor approached, fumbled
fa her reticule for change, then addressed a lady
sitting alongside: “Beg pardon, madam, may [
ask you to pay my fare? I have some diffculty in
finding my change and will pay you as soon as [
find it." The woman spoken to pald. In a few
moments the party rummagling passed over a
five-cent pleco which the lady deposited in her
pocketbook.

After a block of rlding the aAocommodated woman
sald “Please give me the change.” "“What change!™
“Why, I gave you a quarter!” "“Oh, no, It wae five
cents. 1 looked at It." Then a few more words
wore exchanged, when the aggrieved one began to
talk aloud in tones of grief, causing the woman
addressed conslderable discomfort,

Finding she was becoming the centro of observa-
tion, rather than be further disconiforted she gave
the woman 20 cents, The woman left the car
almost Immedlately after recelving the 20 cents,
When the lady had recovered her composure she
remarked to a lady on her right: “That woman is &
swindler,” and every one In the vicinity agreed,
asserting it was a new dodge. M. T,

NEw YORE, Dec. 29,

Pennsylvania Black Walnug,
Morton correspondence Philadelphia Record.

Lumbering {n Delaware county, after many years,
has started In afresh. The lumber dealers have
taken advantage of the large quantity of black
walnut, which 1s more plentiful throughout the
State, especlally In Delaware county, n many
persons know,

An onslaught on the woods In Delaware county
already has nettad the lumbermen about 75,000 feet,
while the number of feet of thls particular wood
expected soon to be out down in Pennsy)
roughly estimating, will aggregate about 760,
feet,

From one local depot In the last month a shipmens
of 20,000 feat wos made, its destination being Hame
burg, Germany, where it Is used for the making of
gun stooks, The Delaware county black walaug
trees average in size from 80 to 60 inchea in dlam.
eter,

Russia and the Prophets,

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN—Si{r; Yesterday
you drew attention to the fact that Turgeniefl's
prophecy regarding Russla Is being fulfifled by
current events. Turgenleff truly foresaw what
was coming, and besides bis prophecy another one
made by Swinburne last January, just after the
St, Petershurg massacre, 18 worthy of being re-
printed by you:

“Fly, coward, and cower whila thers is time to iyt
Cherlsh awhile thy terror ahortencd breath;

Not as thy grandsire dled, If Justice give
Judzment, but slain by judgment thou ghalt die.”

Compare the above with the two nropheta from
whom 80 much was expected, One, the alick,
smug “curlosity scoker” of Monte Carlo, Gapon,
and the other the bulldozing diplomat of Ports.
mouth, Witte, CHARLES H, ScHoTT.

BROOKLYN, Deo, 29.

Providence and the Pump.

To THR EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: [ notice in the
Providence Erening Tdogram of to-day somo r8-
marks of W. S. Devery regarding the appointment
of Gen, Bingham as Pollce Commissioner of Greater
New Yorik., Mr. Devery's English Is so poor that
1 consider 1t utterly out of place forany decent
paper to Issue any remarks from such a person.

PROVIDENCE, R, ., Dec. 0, E. D. TALBOT,

P. S.—Put In on your first page aud give decens

government a chance. B. D. T,
Irish and English,
To THE EDITOR o¥ THE SUN—Sir; Whatis2ll

this talk about Iraland and the English? Here In

Amerleca all the Engitsh people I know have Irish

servants, and mighty woll they get along together,

And I know a stanch Irlsinman who has an Eng-

1181 sarvant, and he would not part with hum for

a farm, C. D, L
NEw YORK, Deo. 20,

Its Life.
Johnny- Pa, what |s a nine days wonder?
Pa—~A dlary.

Some FPredictions,
Thugs will heave a lot of bricks,
Farmers hatch a lot of chicks,
Girls will flirt with Toms and Dicks
In 1®0.

Grumblers all will make thelr kickey
Consclence make a lot of prieks,
Cupld play & ot of tricks

In 1008,

Panama will see some plcks,

Watches make a lot of ticks,

Charon navigate the Styx
In 1006,

Grafters lttle games will 0x,
Roosevelt get in some llcks—
These are all the rhymes that mix
With 1000,
McLANDRURGE Wilsow,

The Way to Fix It.
As compromise we here suggest
A way It might be done;
Wlhen writing letters for a while,
Date 1805 4 1,

New Year,
Now s conncction made;
Nobody klcks;
Central has glven us

One nine o six,



