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The eadionls at Scepanton who cone
MM the decision not to strike s A
dofeat for the organized miners wera
wrong, Joux Mieronrens, never showed
Wimeeif more worthy of leadership than
when he bhrought Seoretary-Trensirer
Whaow to Scranton to espeak o' the
sonvention from the test: “Remember
the unlon and what it has done for you *
An accepted definition of a trade union
I8 “a continuoua association of wage
eaarners for the piurpose of maintaining
or Improving the conditions of their
employment,”

By acospting the operators’ proposal
to continue in effect the award of the
Anthracite Strike Commission for three
years more the federated mine workers
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would maintain the conditions of their |

employment. That was all they could
expect to do. JonnN MITCHELL was
wise enough to see it. The miners'
trade union was not for a day, but for
all time,

A strike that failed when wages were
higher than ever before, and when the
miners as a whole were satisfied with
the terms of their employment, might
have wrecked the organization, In the
light of the result achieved at Scranton
we can see that JOHN MITCHELL'S refer-
ence to the collision at Mount Carmel
expressed a regret that it occurred at
the psychological moment when he was
working for peace. The importation
of WiILsoN, the orator, leaves no room
for doubt on that sccre. :

There is one great organization that
would have deplored a strike ill begun
and destined to fail--the American Fed-
eration of Labor, which has just gone
into national politics to mould Congress
to its will. A disastrous coal strike
would have pricked the bubble of its pre-
tensions, and as a holding organization
its authority and influence would have
been seriously undermined. The voice
of SAMUEL GOMPERS must have been
for the peace that maintains existing
conditions of employment.

. The Unsettled Relations of Church
and State in France,

The law abolishing the Concordat has
been for some time on the statute book,
but it"is a mistake to suppose that the
provisions are vet operative by which
church buildings and other ecclesiastical
property were to be turned over to lay
Catholic associations and stipends were
to be paid by the Government to exist
ing bishops and priests, As a matter
of fact, Pope Pivs X. has not yet au-
thorized compliance with the statutory
requirements, and the result is that the
French clergy are, for the moment,
dependent on the contributions of lay-
men for financial support,  a support
which in some quarters is rendered
grudgingly. This is one of the reasons
why the outcome of the approaching
general election will be watched with
anxiety. In the improbable event of
the opponents of the present Ministry
securing a majority of the new Chamber
of Deputies the Vatican would count on
an early repeal or drastic modification
of the Separation law, while if the
Barrien Cabinet is upheld at the ballot
box it is expected that the Holy Sce will
make the best of an unwelcome situation
and authorize Catholics to accept the
arrangements proposed by the State,

These arrangements were, it may be
remembered, first, that lay associations
must be formed, with the Government
authorization, in every diocese and
parish, in order to take title to church
buildings and other ecclesiastical prop-
erty, which otherwise would be confis-
cated; secondly, that allowances of
money should be made to the present
members of the episcopate and priest-
hood, but only in case they should have
conformed to the regulations of the
Beparation law in every particular, It
{s computed that, for the present, apd
until the number of the existing clergy
ehall have been reduced materially by
death, the payment of stipends would
cost the Government about $8,000,000 a
year. Now the bishops and priests
cannot accept money from the State
without the Pope's consent, which is
equally indispensable for the creation of
the lay associations, which, according
to the Separation law, must hold church
property. Thus far Pius X. has with-
held his assent to the formation of such
lay associations for the reason that
under the canon law laymen cannot hold
church property independently of con-
trol by the ecclesiastical authorities.

This difficulty was no doubt foreseen
by the framers of the Separation law,
who are accused of deliberately planning
to place the Church in a predicament
from which escape would be scarcely
possible without straining the relations
between the Catholic clergy and laity.
The éaron law can be changed or sus-
pended, however, and we may take for
granted that the Vatican will find some
means of gaining possession of church
property if convinced by the result of
the election now close at hand that the
abolition of the Concordat is final.

The truth is that Pope P1us X, has al-
ready acquiesced in the Separation law
go far as the acceptance of stipends from
the Government is eoncerned. He has
authorized applications to the State on
the pgrt of bishops and priests for the
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been urge', in favor of it. It is certainly
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It apite of some signn of frietion bee
twoen the Clovernment and
Jahor, wo scn no reason 1o one
former concltsion that the Sarvien Mine
intry will bhe ancomsaful at the genersl
sloction, which begine on Sunday, May 6,
and enda with & second balloting two
wooka later.  The Socialiste may gain o
fow seata, and so may the Reactionists;
bt the Bloe, or conlition which supports
the present Ministry, may be expocted
to retain a large majority,  Then, prob.
ably, we shall see the formation of lay
nssociations to hold ecelesiastical prop-
erty authorized by the head of the
Church

The Museum in the Central Park.

A comfortable assurance of efficiency
in the current management of the Metro-
politan Museum of Art is to be found in
the actual anticipation of certain admir-
able projects outlined in the latest annual
report of the trustees, Only a year has
passed since the present director came
to take a preliminary survey of the col-
lections in his charge; hardly four months
since the asasistant director was ap-
pointed; not three since the arrival of
the new curator of paintings. Yet even
to the eareless visitor a notable improve-
ment must already be apparent,

The conditions encountered by the new
executive staff were in many ways per-
plexing. Here was a museum strangely
incongruous in composition; manifestly
barren and neglected in some parts,
rank and overgrown in others; in all
more or less accidental and disordered,
This state of affairs was largely a con-
sequence of its early poverty. For the
first thirty vears the museum had to
depend mainly upon charity; there was
no money to make up for deficiencies;
it was hardly possible to reject super-
fluous gifts, when offered, as many were,
with a reasonably attractive bait. Many
a museum, much richer than the Metro-
politan in those days, has taken a great
deal that it did not want for the sake
of something it dared not refuse. And
in the case of the Metropolitan Museum
a certain patience in dealing with un-
welcome givers did in time bring wel-
come gifts, which raised it ultimately to
a strong and independent position. It
can now afford to be a chooser.

But this development of strength
solved only a few of the problems of
reform. It was not as if the new staff
had been set free in a new building with
a good allowance and perfect liberty to
make the most of it, That would have
been a comparatively simple task. Be-
sides new opportunities there were old
imperfections to reckon with, and not a
few of these were practically incurable,
On coming into its manhood the museum
found itself, not indeed too late to ao-
quire distinction among the great mu-
seums of the world, but a little behind
in the race. Moreover, with all its
brilliant prospects, it had many present
difficulties to face: errors of growth to
be dealt with, deformities to be cor-
rected. The chaotic state of the various
collections, the excess of undesirable
things in all of them, and above all
certain rigorous conditions accepted of
necessity in the old days—these were
some of the troubles beside which the
task of filling gaps was small,

Much has already been done toward
overcoming the numerous difficulties,
There has been weeding where weeding
was possible; where it was not possible
discreet rearrangement has reduced un-
worthy examples to comparative ob-
scurity and exalted many admirable
things formerly ignored. It begins to
be possible for the casual visitor to dis-
tinguish between treasures and refuse;
it begins to be evident that human intel-
ligence and knowledge have been brought
to bear in the several departments,
The museum has ceased to be a mere
storehouse; it is becoming what its
makers wished it to be, a means “of
encouraging and developing the study
of the fine arts and the application of
arts to manufactures and practical life,
and of advancing the general knowledge
of kindred subjecte.” ' In the reali~
zation of this ideal, pedantry and an
undesirable didacticism have been
avoided. The new management has hit
upon & reasonable compromise, accept-
able alike to scholar and amateur; it is
making the best of its opportunities, and
under its enlightened direction we need
have no fears for the future of the
Metropolitan Museum.

Central Detention Prisons.

However startling General BINGHAM'S
estimate of $8,500,000 net as the sum
needed for building new police stations
may be, no one ought to flinch at it if
it is the minimum price of humanity
and decency. The station houses of
New York, or a majority of them, are
a disgrace to the city, and reform of
them would be cheap at any price.

There meems, however, to be a much
more econsmical solution of the situation
than the Police Commissioner’s plan
of rebuilding fifty-seven police stations
upon enlarged sites. The suggestion has
been made that at least in the thickly
settled portions of New York and Brook-
lyn all prisoners should be taken direct
from the scene of their arrest to central
houses of detention attached to the City
Magistrates' courts. This iden has at-
tracted considerable attention, and many
arguments besides that of economy have
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In all probability the expenditure of &
million and & half on the court prisons
of New York and Brooklvn would rene
der them adequate for the new demand
wwpon thelr accommaondations, and It seeme
likely that a readjustment of the police
foree to meet the new conditions would
carry with It enough saving in desk
sorgeants’ and doormen’s pay to meet
the interest on that amount. It {a hard
to see why it shonldn't. Of course, how-
evar, this way of disposing of the prisone
ers would not entirely solve the station |
house problem. There are many houses |
in which the sleeping and waiting rooms |
for the men are poor, and a few in which
they are abominable, It is pretty cere
tain, however, that the remedy of these
evils would eall for no such sum of money
as General BiNouaM is now asking of
the taxpayers,

In the first place, the elimination of
the cell feature would so simplify the
needs of the station house that, even
where rebuilding was necessary, the
cost would not exceed in any case the
$150,000 which the Commissioner proposes
to spend as & minimum on his buildings
of severe aspect surrounding courtyards
into which the patrol wagon might
drive. The probability is that, with the
prisoners transferred to court detention
houses, the entire work of bringing the
station houses up to a high standard
could be performed for a couple of mill-
ion dollars. Thus every publio need
would be supplied at less than one-third
of the gross expenditure or less than
one-half of the net amount with which
the Commissioner is now appalling the
Board of Estimate.

!

Ellen Terry.

It mustbe nearly twenty-three years
since Miss ELLEN TERRY made her first
American appearance. The eye of mem-
ory still sees, the ear of memory still
hears fondly her Portia, her Beatrice
and many another part played then or in
her subsequent visits.” What was that
gift or charm of hers that made her
audiences her friends and makes them
remember her with a constant pleasure
and kindness, with that curious but real
affection which one feels for certain rare
players?

It is fifty years since this admirable
artist came upon the boards, The Eng=-
lish, ever faithful to their favorite actors,
and especially when fortune has been
adverse to these, are raising a fund, in
sums of one shilling and upward, to be
invested for Miss TERRY'S benefit. Her
American friends and admirers will also
be glad to express in this material form
their gratitude for a long series of in-
tellectual pleasures and their regard
for the giver. In her debt they must
always be,

Mr. CHOATE is chairman of the Ameri-
can committee, Contributionsshould be
gent to CHARLES FAIRCHILD, Treasurer,
290 Wall street,

Platform Sitters in Hartf ords

In every community will be found rep-
resentatives of the great tribe of plat-
form sitters —harmless, respectable,
frock coated, high hatted *distinguished
fellow citizens” who are to be seen at
every public meeting, seated behind the
speakers’' table, exuding solemnity and
wisdom, and forming a background for
oratory and resolutions. In most towns
the citizens cherish and revere their
platform sitters, who attend tiresome
meetings under an implied pledge to
stay to the bitter end, never go out for
a drink while a bore is talking, and give
the cue to the audience for applause.
It is surprising to learn that in Hartford
these useful institutions are objects of
envy, and stir the hearts of some to rage
and thoughts of revolution. Such is
the unhappy case,

Recently Hartford had a mass meeting
to express its sympathy for S8an Fran-
cisco. The usual number of devoted
platform sitters were present, the usual
seventy-five vice-presidents were named,
and the usual speakers spoke. A nor-
mal, dull, conventional mass meeting it
was, and yet the Springfield Republican
correspondent found it “rather chilling®
because the details of the evening were
arranged in advance, and the “list of
speakers was made up with reference
to dignity in the church or to official
prominence of some kifdd.” He alleges
also that platform sitting is hereditary in
Hartford, descending apparently in the
male line. This should be investigated
by competent sociologists. Why is Hart-
ford so oppressed by platform sitters?
Perhaps this is the explanation:

“ In & way this is all a part of the old village ten-
dency to leave places of honor, as distinguiscd
from places of profit, In the possession of certaln
leading familles. It has persisted to & rather un.
wsual degree in Hartford during Its growth from
a village to a city, and as a remnant of the days
of special privilege 18 & cause of bitter complaint
to ambitious young men who lack the soclal Inheri-
tance or quality which makes admission to the
group easy. It Is, In short, essentlally an aris-
tocratic rather than a democratic systrm, and has
%0 be judged according to one's sympathy with
one or the other. Of course It Is generally ap-
proved by one group of citizens and condemned
by another.”

Ambitious men may, by long and dili-
s
gent exertion, n:ako themselves plal
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“Wittornems® arovmed by platform st
tors, thowe mildest of ment 11 sosme
increrdible  The number of perecns they
poliova fror the necessity of attending
publie meetings o immense.  They are
publied henefactore.  They are martyrm
to publio wolfare  They never gt drimk
and fall out of thelr chaire.  They never

interrupt the speaker, whistle on their |

fingers, or how! catoalle, They applaud
at the right moment, shift their feet only
while the orator la halted by applanas,
They never sneeze diring & speech of
snare lovd enough to be heard by thelir
neighbors, They do not laugh at ths
wrong place, as many unskilled andit re
do, and they wear perpetually an sxe
prossion of profound intelligence and

;vl"p interest that no '‘prentice at the

trade could counterfeit. No one has
ever seen a full fledged platform sitter
yawn during a speech on the tariff. Such
wonderful self<control is not the common
heritage of men.

Pldtform sitters are as important and
useful as stampers.

No Politics in It for the Democrats.

The politics in rate legislation came
to the surface when Senator BAILEY of
Texas was moved to confess that it had
been his hope that the Republican Sen-
ators “would remain divided and give the
Democratic Senators an opportunity to
do the country a service by standing out
for an effective law.” <

But that hope has been extinguished,
and unless all signs fail there will be a
law as effective as compromise can make
it, and the Democratic stamp will not be
on it. The amended Hepburn bill will
pass the House if the President approves
of it, for the concern of the House is to
find out what the President wants and
follow him without giving much time to
the why and wherefore. That may
fairly be inferred from the work of the
present session, ‘

Regarded from the vote as recorded, the
rate bill will be a non-partisan measure,
The Democrats may protest that the
Republicans have stolen their thunder
or made off with their clothes while they
were swimming in Salt Creek; but as
the Republicans have a great majority
in both houses of Congress it would be
a waste of breath and printer's ink to
make a campaign issue out of it; which
may explain why JOHN SHARP WILLIAMS
has brought the tariff to the front with
such a flourish,

The net result of Democratio effort
in tLe Senate as regards the rate bill has
been the enhancement of Mr. BAILEY'S
reputation as an orator and the indiffer-
ence of Mr. TILLMAN to his opportunity
to take advantage of the honor thrust
upon him by his Republican colleagues.

A Plague of Caterplllars,

It was a bad hour for Massachusetts
when Professor LEOPOLD TROUVELOTTE,
a French man of science, came to live
in Medford, where they make or used
to make the worldwide rum. Our Dry
friends may think there is nothing worse
than rum. They don’t know the gypsy
moth. Nobody knew it in 1868, when the
professor was experimenting with it.
He was going to introduce a new silk-
worm. Innocently he introduced the
gypsy moth. The wind blew down a
netting over some bushes on which he
was feeding some specimens of this bug
Attila. Away they went. The professor
warned the authorities, but nothing
seems to have been done. The gypsy
moth went gypsymothing undisturbed
for twenty years. Ever since 1800 the
Massachusetts Legislature has been
spending money vainly on the job of
putting this devil out of business.

Results, nothing. The rascal occupies
2,224 square miles of Bay State territory,
has spread to Rhode Ieland, New Hamp-
shire and Connecticut, and is probably
now on the road to New York, by way
of the New York, New Haven and Hart-
ford Railroad. According to the Hon.
ErNEsT W. ROBERTS, a Massachusetts
Representative in Congress, this winged
Hun eats “everything that grows in the
State of Massachusetts” except the onion;
eats also tobacco plants, cotton plants.
The gypsy moth caterpillar has done
enormous damage in Russia, Poland and
Italy and elsewhere. Insome cases folks
have been driven from their homes. In-
deed, much Massachusetts real estate has
depreciated in value. These caterpillars
are not agreeable comrades.

The Agricultural Appropriation bill
carries an appropriation of $85,000 for
the establishing of a quarantine against
Professor TROUVELOTTE'S truants. One
citizen of Medford has spent $70,000 in
fighting them.

-

A very practical and sturdy fellowship
is that of the business men of the road, the
good fellows in whom American commer-
cial enterprise is personified. The practical
gide of this fraternity is represented by
organizations like the Commercial Trav-
ellers’ Mutual Accident Association, with
its present membership of more than 44,000,
Beginning in 1888 with 515 members, the
society has grown steadily., By five year
periods the progression has been: 1888, 8,827;
1803, 12,000; 1898, 19,258; 1003, 36,720, and at
the close of last year, 42,811. Keeping pace
with this growth, the amount paid annually
for indemnity claims has advanced from
$774.78 in the first year to $281,814.30 in
1004-05. The total of payment has been
nearly $2,000,000, or an average of about
$85,000 & year. Average annual individual
dues have been only $7.64, and a drummer
whose membership is coextensive
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BRITAINVS CLTIWATEW,
Protatte Memate Paitieal § sherqnenese in
the West of Ao,

o tam Porron ov Taa Arvasr  The
prosantation by (he Aeitieh Ambasendar ot |
Constantinopis ta the Tarkieh Gavarnment
of *hat I snid to amoumt fo an Gl imstam
#ving e Multan ten dave tn withdraw his |
tronpa from Tabah and other points on the
Minmitin peninsuin pending the delin tatinn
of the frontier inninted apen by the Mritieh
Oavernment by & oommission bfings (he
dispte hotwasn the Britioh and Tarkish gov.
erhments to A deofalvs point It will bw
doomivn of other things than tha banndary
queation abes, whether the Tutkish force (e
withdenwn peaceably or |4 deiven ant foraibly
I8 means practioally the termination of the |
Hultan's tarritorinl sovereignty and politioal
fMiserainty over Egypt

The solation In which tha Sultan has heen
1oft iy the aetion of the Cerman Government
Ban Leen accentuated by the support which
it 1o said (9 given to tha fritiah contentione
by the Russian and French Ambassadors at
Canstantinople  Thelr sotlon (s highly sie
nifleant, for next to Cireat RBritain, which
controls politically more Mussulman subjeots
chan the Caliph himeelf, France and Russia
tre the Important Mussulman controlling
countrien  Their adhesion, tharefore, to the
Britieh sida In the diapute with the Turkish l

Government means that In the event of a
war the Mussulmana within their territoriens
will not be permitted to respond to any ap-
peal either of & religlous or political nature |
that may be made them by the Sultan In his l
eapacity of Caliph. In other words, a Jehad,
or holy war, would be limited to the Sultan’s
own subjects and thoss Mussulmana under
the British Crown who might be Induced to
rise in rebellion against it. Indirectly, there-
fore, Russia and France become the allies of
Great PBritain.

The question now la, Will all this have
welght with the Sultan to induce him to re-
oede befors the display of force which the
British Government is reported about -to
make; or may it not have the opposite effect?
After what will amount practically to the
final expulsion of the Turk and his authority
from Egypt and from all the territory claimed
to be within ita territorial jurisdiction, there
must inevitably, for various reasons, come
up the question of the reorganization of
Palestine and Syria, probably under inter-
national auspices, in which this country could
hardly fail to be concerned. Then would
come the critical moment for the Sultan in his
capacity of Caliph, for the Inclusion in an
international protectorate of the territory
through which his new railway from Damas-
cus to the Hedjaz passes would cut him off
as effectually from the holy places of Islam
by land as he can be by sea, and so de facto
and de jure his tenure of the Caliphate would
terminate,

It is this aspect of the matter that may
make the events of the next fortnight of great
historig interest and open up a new chapter
in the politics of western Asia, and bring
about & complete change in the relations of
Turkey, Persia and Afghanistan to the rest
of the world, but particularly toward their
immediate nelghbors, PERA.

NEW YORK, May 6.

The Republican Party, Not Republics, Un-
grateful,

To TuE Eprror or THESuN—Sir: I amto
put down on paper a few of many statements
1 daily hear from Republicans. Lumped,
they are to the effect that Republicans in
Washington and elsewhers know full well
that for years the politleal managers of
the party have received millions in came
paign contributions from the corporations
they have so persistently smashed into dur-
ing the past three years.

Whence are political agmpaign contribu-
tions to come? Of the Republican managers,
it strikes me, it may bé asked: “What sort
of a skunk ia it who sets fire to his own house
in order to show the inefficiency of the fire
department, and Incidentally destroys his
neighbor's property in the operation?®”

Some of the politiclans are pretty well
tired of “object lessons.” They leave a bitter
taste in the mouths of thousands of American
citizens. -

If you could see the despair of Republican
United States Senators, Congressmen and all
“alch™ who are to come up for reelection this
fall you'd grin.

Or are the industries still “unrevised” to be
called upon to furnish campaign funds for
this yeat and 19087 REPUBLICAN,

WASHINGTON, May 5.

————————————
Mysteries and Humors of the Transfer,

To TR® EpiToR OoF THR SUN—S(r: Sloce the
new strect car rule requiring thas a transfer be
asked for when the fare is pald 1 have not once
omitted to ask for a transfer, though rarcly need-
ing onv. Sometimes they float listlessly from my
hand; once I gave one to a passenger who had
forgott.n to ask for it; several times In going north
on Madison avenue with my hand ecxtended to
ricelve the transfer the conductor has Inquired of
me: “Fifty-ninth street?” 1 replying, “Yes,” His
rejolnder would be: “On the sldewalk.” To which
my retort: “Then Elghty-sixth striet.” Sometimes
the passengers see the joke of this. On one of
th-se occaslons I thought the conductor pereeived
A ray of light when 1 had insisted on recelving an
Fighty-sixth street transfer, and I got off at Fifty-
geventh street. Sevrral times on ro'ites new to
me when | asked the conductor for a transfer he
has Inquired: “Where fort” In my Ignorance of
the route I have been obliged to reply: “Waerever
you give them for.” 1 always get one. The turn-
back cuff of my overcoat sleeve |s stuffed with
them., Once when I had to use one (and this hap-
pens rarcly) 1 ascldentally gave the conductor an
old one dated a week back, and he pounced on me
with wrath. [ extracted with my forefinger from
the turnback cuff of my overcoat sleeve seven
transters of varlous dates, and wc finally found
one of the proper date, CIr.

New York, May §.

Remedy for the Subway Rush.

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sfr; 1 belleve that
all New Yorkers who travel regularly through the
subway and take tralns at Fourteenth street or
similarly crowded statlons during the rush hours
will agree that the present conditions are both
disgraceful and dangerous, and there seems to be
no improvement in sight.

From careful observation 1t does seem to me
that If a rule was adopted by which passengers
should be required to leave each car at |ts front
and enter at the rear, very much of the present
trouble would be obviated after a falr trial of this
method.

Why not glve this a test at the Fourteenth street
station? A.G. BUBHNELL,

NeEw York, May. 5,

The Guard With the Heart of Gold.

To THE EpiToR OF THE SUN—Sir: In these
days of many complalnts against the subway guards,
may | be permitted to have a few lines In THE SUN
\n defence of one of these Ishmaclst -

On account of an accldent I am compelled to |
wear a plaster of paris shicld over my knee, and
consequently go about stiff legged. A subway
guard, moticing my frantic eflorts to keep the
heedless passengers from falllng over me, es.
corted me out to the platform, rigged up his seat,
1fted me upon it and asked the standees to be care-
ful not to jar my injured leg.

Nothing could have exceeded his courtesy.

F. A. Pagz.

NEw Brigarox, Staten Island, May 5.

Two Celebrated Cases.

To TRE EprTOR OF THE SUN—Sir: The case of
Guard against Risk 1s reported In 11 Indlana. It
j& not an insurance case (slander). My Impreasion
s that Cote vs. Pantz is a Kentucky case.
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Of the maladien of which tha Fourdes
votarien are ™ired maoy seem (o belong |
to the neurotio types, affording room, s
I mipposs, for the play of dissassd fancy.
lourden, we are hore  told, "offers
& vaat flold for the study of nervous
maladion.® Tt in well known to what
lengthe dinsaged fancy will go. A lady
of & nervous temperament in a nelghbor.
hood where I once llved was possessad
with the bhellef that she was dumb, and
could not he Induced to speak even on
her deathbad, though she talked in her
sleep. I had thisfrom the physiclan who
attended her

In telepathic stories the retroactive \
imagination, dressing up the Incident,
soemas to play a great part. May it not do |
the same in stories of miraculous cure?
The cure of a mortal discase by dipping in
the pool of Lourdes would no doubt be as |
real a miracle as a raising from the dead or
the restoration of a limb; but can we be
sure that the disease was really mortal and
that it had not been invested with that
character by the delight and piety of the
person cured?

To medical evidence, which is given in
some cases, I should of course defer if T
were assured that the medical man was
unblassed and that his opinion was con-
firmed by the profession. This seems not
too much to ask when we are called upon
to believe a miracle. .

I of course cannot with justice deny that
I am biassed against belief in miracles,
which, if genuine, would confirm a religious
faith at variance with my own convictions,
and in the form from which I most recoil,
that of ultramontaniam, with its Syllabus
claiming for the Church temporal as well
as spiritual power; asserting her right to
the use of force, that is, of persecution, and
launching defiance against the leading prin-
ciples of modern civilization.

Bernadette, an ignorant peasant girl of
fourteen, had, as she said, and no doubt
believed, a vision of the Virgin Mary, who,
in a series of interviews, inspired her with
beliefs of the ultramontane type and
launched her on a religious mission. This
was the origin and is the support of Lourdes.
If the female figure which Bernadette saw
and with which she conversed was not the
Mother of God, Lourdes falls, and great will
be the fall thereof. GoLDWIN SMITH,

CAUSE OF KEARSARGE DISASTER,

No One, Living or Dead, Is Biamed by the
Court of Inguiry.

WasHINGTON, May 5.—The report of the
court of inquiry appointed to investigate
the accident on the battleship Kearsarge
near Guantanamo on April 13, which re-
sulted in the death of nine, including
two officers, was made public to-day at
the Navy Department. No one, either
among the living or dead of the gun crew,
is blamed for the diraster,which was purely
accidental. As has been before made
public, the cause of the disaster was the
accidental contact of a shell-extracting
tong with an exposed electric switch, caus-
ing a short circuit, which resulted in molten
metal dropping on three sections of ex-
posed smokeless powder. There was no
explosion, and the deaths were caused by
the intense heat and fumea from the burn-
ing powder.

Another Alpine Tunnel.

Consul Kane writes from Geneva that the Simplon
tunnel Is about to be opened to traMe, and the
subject of the lines of access to the new interna-
tlonal rallroad Is belng constantly discussed in
Switzerland, Besldes the “Fancille” line through
the Jura range, near Geneva, which has been talked
.about for years past, a new tunnel through the
Bernese Alps, between the canton of Berne and
the canton of Valols, from which the Simplon line
passes to Italy, is under practical and actlve con-
slderation. The directors of the company having
the matter In charge have approved the plans sub.
mitted by Chlef Englneer M. Zollinger for a line
to pleroe the Bernese Alps under the Lotschberg.
Electrical traction will b used, and the new tunnel
will be clght and two-nfths miles long. The total
cost 18 put at $16,684,000 at the outside. A Francoe.
Swiss syndicate of leading bankers and engineers,
beaded by J. L'Hoste & Co. of Parls, will make a
formal contract for the work within two months,

Sorrows and Hopes of Clayfork.
Clayfork correspondence Fayelteville Observer.

I am sorry to say that Mrs. A. P. Hall ia still on
the elok list.

The wedding bells are yet ringing. Mr, A, L.
Nunnery and Miss Iza Vinson was happlly married
1ast Sunday afternoon at 4 o'cleck. We bope for
them a long and happy Ife.

Wo are sorry to report the illness of Mr. Jas.
Vinson.

Mr. W. Q. Yow has bought a new organ, so there
will be more music now.

wo are glad to note that Mr. Yats Honrine is able
17 be out agaln.

Mr. Tom Rich and Miss Carrle Home went up
to Fayetteville last Friday. We expect to hear the
wedding bells ring soon.

Mesars. C. C. McLaurin and John Holmes took a
pleasure trip Sunday to the convict camp,

Mr. Jim McLaurin called at Miss Maud Murphy's
Sunday night, .

Look out young boy, for mad dogs are stlll raging.

I am sorry to report that Mr. M, R. Vinson was
badly hurt by a mule throwing him down and jump-
tng on him. We hope he will soon recover,

Wanted Servant Girl Without Appendix.
Fond du Lac correspondence M (liraukee Sentinel.
“WANTED—GIrl for general housework. One

who has had appendix removed. J. L. Bradley,
816 Linden street.”

The above advertisement appeared in a local
paper this moming. The reason for it is that Mr,
Bradley, who ls a mall carrier, has been unfortunate
enough to have had two servant girls taken 1] with
appendicitis, which seems to bave become epldemic
in Fond du Lac. He Is now determined to take
no more chances in the way of sending girls to the
hospital for operations, but wants one who has
undergone e&n operation and 1s willing to work for
him.

The Universal Graft,

First Farmer—Get your free seeds!
Second Farmer —Yep: 1'm walting fer the Govern.
ment to send some free soldlers to plant ‘em fer me,

The Galley of Absent Children,
Out yonder tq that limp!ld lure of land
The Galley of the Chlldren slips away.
Enchanted is the fabric of the salls,
And tall as tapers are the slender masta
Full fair the wind that holds adown the coast
Of dappled sliver to the lovely port.
There God's own, hand waves welcome to the ship,
And there the children knbw the heart of God:
Which knowledge makes them overlords of us

NEw YORK, May §, E C
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Than oame the erowning folly of de
A sispension of work on April 2, a
bluff to frighten the operators Into cor
the unlon’s demands. Btrange as it niay «
the miners thamaslves actuslly belivvad
It they obeyed Mitehell's order to conne
prablie apinlon would forea & resumps s
thelr own terma within two or thres «
at the longest. If worse eame to worst 11,
conld declare a formal strike, terror
police and the sheriffs, shoot and slug a
moore non-unlon men, and finally o7
sottlnment This oft repeated progran:
received ita first serilous sethack when ¢
ftate constabulary fired on a moh at Moung
Carmel last Monday. A second disconrgae
ment came when Gov. Pennypacker sent forth
his emphatic declaration that ([ necessary
the State of Pennaylvania would ysa all the
forces at its command for the preservation of
law and order. The final paralyzing hlow
fell when Mitchell finally realized, late o
Friday evening, that the President of the
United States could not be Inveigled ory
coerced into entering the struggle and ena.t
ble the union to effect a compron.'se and
claim a victory,

At present the results of this industrial
opera bouffe are apparently as follows Opere
ators and many coal dealers have on hand a
large supply of anthracite, which in somae
cases they may try to sell at exorbitant and
unjustifiable prices. A holdup of this nature
should be strongly resisted. The public has !
had a period of needless anxiety, but it has
learned a valuable lesson. Mitchell's lack of '
real astuteness and generalship has heen
laid bare, his former dictatorship is gone,
The multitude of his erstwhile deluded fole!
lowers have found out the difference bebween
an imaginary godlike being with limitless
powers and a self-confldent agitator with
brazen assurance—that a case of swelled
head doesn't “go” on Olympus; not for any
considerable period. They have, further,
willingly sacrificed in what they belleved to
be a good cause more than one-twelfth of
their yearly earnings. This means fewer
comforts and recreations for a long time to
come, and all fair minded men are genuinely
sorry for it. But necessity Is a bard law and
it sometimes works both ways.

The most important result of the whole
dispute is the assertion by the State of Penne|
sylvania that American freedom shall not be,
interfered with; that the Declaration of Ine"
dependence instead of being a dead letter
a vital, enduring document.
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Coleridge on the Gospel of the Infanoy.

To TEE EpiTOoR Oor THE BUN~—Sir: In all
modern discussions of the so-called “Virgm
Birth*” which have come under the writer's
observation, no reference has been made to
a most solemn and welghty declaration on
the subject made seventy-five years ago by
the Christlan scholar and theologian Bamuel
Taylor Coleridge.

The passages hereinafter quoted from him
may be found in the fifth volume of Harper
and Brothers' edition of his collected works,
on pages 78, 79, 81 and 582, The first quota«
tion is on pages 78 and 70, from Coleridge's
“Notes on a Sermon by Dr. Donne,” and |8
as follows:

The fear of glving offence, especlally to good
men, of whose falth In all essentlal polnts we are
partakers, may reasonably Induce us to be slow
and cautious In making up our minds finally on &
religlous question; and may and ought to Influence
us to submit our conviction %o repeated revisals
and rehearings.

But there may arrive a time of such perfect
clearness of view respecting the particular polnt
as to supersede all fear of man by the higher duty
of declaring the whole truth In Jesus.

Therefore, having now overpassed six-sevenths
of the ordinary period allotted to human Iife rests
ing my whole and sole hope of salvation and Im-
mertality on the divinity of Christ, and the re-
demptlon by His cross and passion, and hoidlng
the doctrine of the Triune God as the very ground
and foundatlon of the gospel falth--1 fecl mysel!
enforced by consclence to declare and avow that,
in my deliberate judgment, the “Christopsdia®
prefixed to the third gospel, and Incoporated with
the first * * * was unknown to, Or not recoge«;
nized by, the Apostles Paul and John; and that
instead of supporting the doctrine of the Trinlty
and the Flilal Godhead of the Incarnate Word, 48
set forth by John and by Paul, 1t, If not altogether
irreconcilable with this falth, doth yet greatly
woaken and bed!m 1ts evidence: and that, by the
too palpable contradictions between the narrative
in the first Gospe! and that In the third, it has been
a frultful magazine of doubts respecting the historlo
character of the Gospels themselves. 1 have read
most of the criticlsms on this text, and my Impress
slon is that no learned Jew can be expected 0
recelve the commoa Interpretation as the true
primary sense of the words.

Were It asked of me, “Do you then belleve our
Lord to have been the son of Joseph and Mary'
1 reply, It is a polnt of religlon with me to have
no bellef one way or the other. I am In this way
Iike St. Paul, more than content not to know Christ
aftgr the flesh, It Is enough for me to know that
the' Son of God became flesh, and more than this,
It appears to me, was unknown to the Aposties,
or, If known, not taught by them as appertalning
to a saving falth In Christ,

On page 81 may be found further allusions
to this subject, and particularly this sentence:
“Not on any such grounds (as contrary 10
experience or reason) do I suspend myself on
this as an article of faith, but because I douht
the evidence.” The next quotation may ba
found on page 532 of the same volume, and
s as follows: '

1t may deserve attentlon from the zealous advos
cates of the authenuelty of the “Evangellum In-
fantim” prefized to the gospel of Luke, and incore
porated with the canonical revision of Matthew L
—whether the Immaculate conception of the Virgin
{8 not a legitimate corollary of the miraculous con«
ceptlon of our Lord. * * * But also, In subir'8
of this sort we can only stave off the diMcul'y.
e ¢ o Pitter the Virgin's ancestors, paterral
and maternal, from Adam and Eve downward
were all sinless; or her Immediate father end
mother were not 80, but, like the rest of manxinl
involved In original sin. But if a sin stalned fat/<f
and mother could produce an lmmaculate offsprici
in one instance, why not in the other? That t°°
union of the Divine Word with the sced and nat o
of man should preclude the contagion of sin n 179
Holy Child, Is as much to be expected on the cue
supposition of our Lord's birth as on the other.

Further remarks in text and a note ne~d
not be quoted, nor other remarks in tha same
velin, scattered here and there in the volurme

No comment by me on these remarkallis
and explicit declarations of Coleridge, 1!2
aged and most orthodox, Is necessary. [
simply fetch them forth out of the stranz?
forgetfulness into which they seem to have
lapsod, as all worthy of careful and serious
oonsideration. Reverent criticism has no¥’
yet said its last word concerning the integri'y
of the third Gospel In its present form.

Epwix P. PARKER,

Pastor of Second Ghurchy
“
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