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The Senata and the Barton e,

It the Rennia desieed 1o aeroies it |
sontitationnl right (o sxpel  Joappw |
Ratpm Bempon of Kansas for  oages,
the preesdent (n the oo of WiLLIAM
MI:W. A Benator from Tennesses, might
he followed, 100wt wan aceimed of aes
dueing A United Statea intarpreter from
hie duty and alienating tha conficdenes
of Indinna from the publie offlears ree
siding among them, and after a hear!
before the Commities on Privileges an
Fleotions was declared “guilty of a high
misdemeanor, entirely ineonniatent with

his publie trust and duty as a Benator ®
and was expelled by a vote of 20 to 1 on
July 8, 1797

In the discusaion preceding the Blount
fnvestigation the Senata decided that aa
it was the sole judge of the qualifica-
tions of {ta members it could act inde«
pendently of any criminal proceedings
and in the prosentation of evidence was
not governed by the rules of a court of
law. Judge Stonry, reviewing the Blount
case, comes to the conclusion that a
member of either house may be expelled
for any misdemeanor which, although
not punishable by statute, is inconsistant
with his trust and duty. ‘There was |
probably no Federal law at the time
under which Senator BLOUNT could have
been indicted.

In the Burton case there have been
criminal proceedings;, beginning early
in 19004 and including two econvictions
under Section 1782 of the Revised Stat-
utes, which provides that a defendant
found guilty shall “be rendered forever
thereafter incapable of holding any
office of honor, trust or profit under the
Government of the United States.” A
great deal of evidence has been put in to
show that BURTON practised before the
Post Office Department as eounsel for a |
get rich quick concern and accepted fees |
for his services. The evidence would be
available in an investigation by the Com-
mittee on Privileges and Elections. It |
is clear that the Senate could hold such
an Investigation without regard to the
case in court. Indeed, if BURTON by
eome technical subterfuge were to keep
out of jail, the Senate might expel him
for conduct unbecoming a member of that
body, as BLOUNT was expelled.

But the language of the Hale resolution,
“That the Committee on Privileges and
Elections be directed to examine into
the legal effect of the late decision of the
Supreme Court,” indicates a desire to let
the law take its course and disqualify the,
senior Senator from Kansas, whereupon
a simple reeolution of expulsion, citing
the court record, would finish the un-
pleasant business and save time, money
and publicity.

Trusts and Trusts.

The immediate activity of the so-
called anti-trust war gives every promise
of raising some very interesting issues.
In theory the purpose of the Adminis-
tration, operating through the Depart= l

ment of Justice, is the protection of the ‘
community against robbery by monopo-
listic combinations; but the fact is that
all ‘combinations are not monopolistic
any more than all monopolies are com-
binations. Moreover, a monopolistic
combination may even operate, techni-
cally, in restraint of trade and yet in a
manner generally wholesomse' rather
than injurious to the community. Be-
tween an agreement to maintain a fixed
price on a given commodity and a ruinous
cutthroat competition the argument of
welfare for the community is in favor of
the agreement,

The question becomes partlvularlv in-.
feresung if the factor of percentage of
;)roﬂta is made the test of good and evil.

granting a patent on a mechanical
device the Government granta a monop-
oly in the manufacture of the device, if
the claim of novelty is sustained by the
ecourts, but places no limit on the per-
centage of profit which the manufacturer
may make. A patented contrivance
may cost 30 cents and sell for ¢§3 without
violating any law. Yet if A, B and C,
controlling an unpatented contrivance,
agree that an article ‘costing 80 cents
shall not be gold for less than $1 it would
appear that they are acting in violation
of the law and are liable to be punished
therefor,

The border line of conspiracy for the
control of selling prices is vague. An
unincorporated association known as
the Nalional Association of Retail Drug-
gists has been enjoined because, we un-
derstand, of an agreement to maintain
certain prices for certain drugs, patent
medicines, proprietary articles and chem-
icals. All through the country, par-
ticularly in small cities and large towns,
there are local associations of merchants,
butchers, grocers and other business
men who agree, sometimes definitely
and sometimes vaguely, to maintain
certain prices on certain articles. The
price of a spool of thread or a yard of a
particular grade and brand of calico
will be the same in all dry goods stores
in a certain area. The price of sausages
and beefsteak, of gpices and molasses,
will be similarly fixed by agreement or
mutual understanding. Unless such ar-
rangements are made the tendency is
toward a reckless.and ruinous competi-
tion, which results in bankruptcy and in
logs té creditors, in the sale of inferior
or adulterated goods, to the general in-
jury of the community,

linjurious and perhaps beneficial

The question of percentage of profit
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Interatate Commeren lnw of 1887 and the |

po-called Bharman act of 1800 may or
may not have met adequately the cons
ditions of that period  Rines that time
many new conditions and methods have
made their appearanes,  New forme of
organisation have arleen, some helpinl
and  some  undouhtedly  harmful  In

| anelerening close mny be infareed from

some cases the methods employed may be |

technieally llegal, while resulta ars none
The
line of distinetion between good and bad
in not yet cloarly drawn,

| The Duma Confronting Russia‘s Main

Problem,

Although the membera of the Duma
were exasperated by the Cdar's refusal
to receive thelr deputation in person,

| the leaders of the Constitutional Demo«

crats again gave proof of singular dis-
cretion gnd of ability to dominate an
oxcited assembly, They pointed out
that the Czar's refusal to receive the
address from the handa of President

MUROMTZEFF was technically justified |
by the practice in mnatlmtlim:l coun- | be the same as are now provided by law | ¢

tries, though by omitting to break
through the bonds of routine the rov-
ereign had missed an opportunity of
endearing himself to his subjecta and

bureaucracy was over. That
loss, not the Parliament's, however; and
when the Duma met on Monday it was
pointed out that the important thing
was its declaration of the people’s de-
mands, and that the Czar's reply, to be
conveyed through the Premier ad in-
terim, should be awaited patiently,
Meanwhile, any further discussion of the
conditions of amnesty, or of the political
reforms proposed, should be deferred,
and the assembly should apply itself
forthwith to the solution of the urgent
agrarian problem. Steps to that end
were immediately taken.

It is unquestionably true that for a
large and increasing fraction of the
agriculturists who constitute at least
three-fourths of Russia's population
the most pressing need is for food, not
freedom, There will be time enough
for them to formulate a Bill of Righta
after their stomachs have been filled
with something more nourishing than
straw. The famine with which many
provinces have been stirred during the
last six months simply exemplifies in
aggravated form a destitution which
has been chronic for many years, If
we except the “Black Earth" country,
which is of extraordinary fertility, there
is no part of European Russia in which
the allotments made to the emancipated
serfs rather more than forty years ago
were even at that time adequate to the
support of thelr families. As we have
formerly pointed out, the prices charged
for the holdings were for the most part
| exorbitant, and'in a majority of cases
the peasant proprietors have found
themselves unable to meet the annual
instalments of purchase money. A pal-
liative for their hardships was applied
during Count WITTE'S Premiership by
a ukase remitting the accumulated
arreams of unpaid instalments, but. it
was recognized that owing to the vast
increase of the peasant population dure
ing a generation and a half had rendered
a drastic remedy indispensable,

More than one project for a further
distribution of land has been the subject
of official discussion during the last six
months, but no agreement was reached,
although with strange fatuity the so-
called Fundamental Law, proclaimed
March' 7, forbade the Duma, upon which
the soluticn of the problem was through
bureaucratic delay devolved, to meddle
with the crown lands, which naturally
would be the first distributed. It cannot
have escaped attention that from the
outset the Duma has treated the Fun-
damental Law as a dead letter. That
the assembly means to continue so to
treat it is obvious from the agrarian
programme drawn up and published by
the Constitutional Democrats, Should
this programme be adopted by the
Duma and approved by the Czar the
crown lands first, and next the Church
lands, will be apportioned forthwith
among the mujiks, or agriculturists, on
extremely libaral terms; and then
earnest effort will be made to devi
plan for the wholesale expropriation of
private landed estates, which, while ac-
ceptable ® the tillers of the soil, will not
bestigmatized by the present landowners
as confiscatory. The task, no doubt, is
difficult, but that it is not impracticable
is plain from the operation of the
Wyndham Land Purchase act in Ireland,
which, although it needs and will re-
ceive sgome amendment, seema likely to
solve that country's agrarian pmbi

So far as the immediate division of
the ecrown lands and Church lands is
concerned all parties in the Duma, with
the possible excéption of the small body
of Reactionists on the Right of the
Chamber, seem to be agreed. When the
mode of expropriating the land of pri-
vate pwners comes up for discussion,
the ability of the Constitutional Demo-
crats to control the Duma may be sub-

to a severe strain.. A decision
has been already reached by the Radical
workmen and an aggressive peasant
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the fact that the Conncil of the Empirs,
of tipper hovee of Parlinment, has voted |
not to propound at this time (ta own
notion of the way to solvs the mlﬂlﬂ
problem, but to awalt the initiative of
the Duyma. Thore cottld be no more :
striking proof of the profound impres-
sion madde on conservative public opin-
ion by the taot, foresight and good sense

Caned selforestraint exhibited thus far by

of convinoing them that the rule of the | District Judges of the United States in

was his |
| triet Judges now in office being GEORGR

! and was appointed to succeed ALFRED

! Buffalo is the present District Judge.

| gaying to him:

the leadersof the Constitutional ,l"‘mn‘
orats, These men seem likely to rise to
the full mensurs of their tremendous |
responsibilities

A New Federal Judge for New York,

On Monday the House of Representas
tives passed Senate Bill No. 5638, author-
izing and directing the President of the l
United States to appoint an additional |
Distriet Judge for the Southern District |
of New York, whose length of term,
compensation, duties and powers shall |

for the existing Judges in the same |
district. The final vote on the measure I
was 177 yeas to 14 nays. The effect of the |
bill will be to increase the number of
this district from two to three -the Dis- '
B. Apans and Georae ¢, Horr.

The State of New York for the pur-
poses of Federal jurisdiction is divided
into four districts. The Northern dis-
trict consists of the northern and central |
portions of the State and terms of the
District Court are held therein at Albany,
Syracuse, Binghamton, Auburn and
Utica. The present District Judge is
GEORGE W, RAY of Norwich, who was
formerly a Representative in Congress

(. Coxk of Utica upon his promotion to
be a Circuit Judge. The Western dis-
trict consists of the counties lying in the
western part of the State; here the places
of holding eourt are Rochester, Canan-
daigua and Buffalo. JonN R. HAZEL of

The Eastern district comprises Long
Island and Staten Island. EDWARD B.«
THOM formerly a State Senator from
the central part of the State, is the pres-
ent Judge, and the sessiona of the court
are held exclusively in Brooklyn. The
Southern district includes the county of
New York and the Hudson River coun-
ties as far north as Ulster on the west
bank and Columbia on the eastern shore,
The most distinguished Judge who ever
sat on the bench of the Distriet Court
here was the late SAMUEL BLATCHFORD,
afterward an Associate Justice of the |
Supreme Court of the United States. He
was guceeeded by Judge ADDISON BROWN,
an admiralty lawver of high ability, who
added to his judicial acquirements the
distinction of being one of the most ac-
complished botanists in the country.
His successors are Judge ApaMs and
Judge HoLT.

Although the compensation of a Dis-
trict Judge of the United States amounts
to only $6,000 a year, there must be
already at least fifty aspirants for this
new judicial post. The President ought
to find no difficulty in making an excel-
lent selection, for ghe post is esteemed
so honorable that no doubt many law-
yers in lucrative practice would be will-
ing to make the requisite pecuniary
sacrifice to secure the appointment.

Finger Prints in the Navy.

In the course of the debate in the Sen-
ate upon the Legislative, Execufive and
Judicial Appropriation bill Mr, HALE on
Monday asked that a communication
from the Acting Secretary of the Navy
be printed in the ('nngressional Record
for the benefit of the committee of con-
ference. The Acting Secretary of the
Navy is Mr. TRUMAN H. NEWBERRY, and
his letter, which Mr. HALE laid before
the Senate, is in effect a request to Con-
gress to authorize the Navy Department
to compel every man who enlista in the
navy to have his finger prints recorded,
so that in the event of desertion and
reenlistment. the fact of his desertion
may readily be detected. Most persons
were not aware that the so-called “finger
print system” was used anywhere in this
country except in prisons for the identi«
fication of criminals; but Acting Secre-
tary NEWBERRY speaks of it as being in
use in the army.

No doubt it is a Jaudable purpoae “to
establish a system of identification for
the mon of the navy with a view to pre-
venting the enlistment of undésirable
persons”: but can this purpose be best
carried out by the adoption of a method
which has heretofore been almost ex-
clusively associated with the identifica-
tion and detection of criminals? To
require an applicant for enlistment in the
navy to furnish a record of his finger
prints is to avow at the outset a suspi-
cion of his integrity and is equivalent to
“We expect that you
will turn out to be a deserter, in which
event we desire to make sure that you
ghall not escape punishment.” It is
difficult to reconcile this attitude on the
part of the enlisting officers with the

attractive Government posters. to be
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My Appedtionment  [n asvaral  canes
" AWt mAnoEe® haeo leen

Ift with [ittiw of Phetr foptmns ferpitore
el commtitueneton and (f (they am (o
comtitm in aetivs pobitionl e thmy mpwt
Wrlel o hew machines, new followings
hoforn primary day

The present primary lnw was not (0
foree when (e apportionment on the
commie of 10 wan e nder the
olel apatem thw dinteihntion of lenderahip
wan e withont Biate  speryision
The new law wam heralded ae & statote
that wonld reault (n an entire fegeaers.
tion of the palitienl maohines, bt in
praction it ham been fotind that the old
timers worn perfectly capable of maine
taining their power and influsnee |n
thont onmem The voters have allowed

| the party machines to be run by about

the aume men and interests, and have
ahown their power by throwing off al'se
glanes to party to an extent unheard of
herotofore.  |f the tendency to indes
pendent voting continues aa strong As
it han been sinee the first Bryan come
paign control of the party machinery will
soon be a matter of minor importance.

A balloon asenalon for wealk eyes, the
new French treatment, might be recom-
mended to Joux Suane Wittiams, who
oan never aee a quorum, by Dr. CANxoN,
who has no trouble with his eyes,

The Kalser legend, Kalser lore f8 (nex-
haustible. Now the German Enoperor dis-
covers a soldier firing withont adjusting
his mights properly and whispers in hiz
ear  “You fellow, that will cost you three
| daye if anybody else sees you." One loves
to belle™® all tales of the honhomie of the
Little Corporal or of WitmeLm 11. If the
tales are not true they ought to be,

“Because of their importunity” (‘r'mgreu
may yet ba moved to favorable action in
the appeal from the people of Princeton,
town and college, for a battle monument,
The organized action of the alumni, begun
by the New England Association, which
wae noticed in THE SUN last week, has been
soconded by the Western graduates. At
its annual meeting in Cleveland a day or
two ago the Western Association of Prince-
ton Clubs, with delegates present from ten
clubs and alumni associations, adopted a
memorial to Congress urging the passage
of the appropriation, and a committes was
appointed to go to Washington to confer
with Speaker CANNON. The members of
this committes are Judge H. WHITE, '55,
of Pennsylvania; HENRY D. PERCR, '68, of
Indianapolis, and Cyrvs H. MoCORMICK,
'79, of Chicago.

This excellent schemeappears to exist in
a perpetual “winterof '77." What the grad-
uates need to win their fight is nothing
less than another WASHINGTON.

The veterana pension bill passed by the
Legialature was a measure for which
nothing of good can be said. Governor
HiaaiNg has done well to veto it, One
statute of this class would inevitably result
in the enactment of others, and the alvil
servioe pension law, advocated and eup-
ported by all the employees of the State
and ita political subdivisions, is always
held just around the corner, waiting only
a favorable opportunity for enactment.

The Hon. EpwarRp Payson WEsSTON
proves that he is a better pedestrian‘at 68
than he wae in his twenties. Dr. OsLER
should be notified at once.

Genulne, Inspiring fusion.— Pittsburg Post.

Such as the fusion between the Pennsyl-
vania Democrats and the Pennsylvania
Wets, for instance.

Some time ago the Boston Rapid Transit
Commission seized the east end of the Old
State House. Now the same enlightened
body proposes to seize the Washington
entrance of that historic building, Has
Boston grown so unspeakably barbaric as
to permit this desecration of a public
monument?

The Senate yesterday passed, with amend-
ments, the House denaturized aloohol bill.
The passage of a law removing the tax
from this product seems assured. If one-
half the results predioted by #ta promoters
are achieved the community will soon be
relieved almost entirely from the odor of
gasolene and similar producers of power and
fragrance.

Question of Terminglogy.

To tHR EDITOR OoF THR SUN—Sir: Like the
Scotchman who prayed the Lord In confidence
becauserin a long life he had never bothered Him
before, 1 write THE SUN confident that a steady
reader will have his questlon answered.

I was mildly taken to task by a lady of this sec-
tion the other day for using the expression, “Miss
Jones has broken her leg," 1t being asserted that the
use of the word “leg™ in case of young women was
vulgar, and that | should have used the word
“limb."

Please do not mistake the object of this \nquiry.
1 ask THE SUN because it knows good English and
uses It every day. 1 am not after a heart to heart
talk. I am no perturbed Edwin who has shocked
the modesty of his Angelina. [ merely desire o
know as a friend of the language. T.J. SEALOCK.

Mossy, Va,, May 22,

“Leg" is not vulgar. The use of “limb"

for “leg” I8 both vulgar and ambiguous,
Inexpensive Rallroad Equipment,

To THE EDITOR oF THE SUN-Sir: Is it to be
wondered at thay Lackawanna rallroad stock aella
at 630 when you conslder the road's economlea?
lL.ast night the 5:15 traln out from Hoboken for
Hackettstown broke down before the tunnel was
reached and the rest of the trip was performed with
the ald of a broomstlok, ustd to manipulate the
old fashloned brakes. However, the traln was
only about one hour late in reaching Its destination.

NEw YORK, May 22, A. R. BRABHER,

Silence the Music of Woman's Volce?

To THE EDITOR OF THR SUN—Sir: It may be a
good scheme to look the women up, but wouldn't
1t be slmpler to ind some way to curb thelir waggling
tonguea?

Lock them up? Oh, for & way to shut them up!
BROOKLYN, May £2. HENRY PECK.
A Busy Sage.

Solomon was making his summer preparations.

“Think,” he groaned, “of the number of windows
1 have to close, cals to feed and letters to write
while the Mrs, S.'s ore away.”

Thus indeed did he keep bachelor's hall under
diMculties,

The Outdoor Chap.
Knicker—How do you know the poor fellow never
leaves town?
Bocker— Because he wears a yachting cap, tennis
shoes, chauffeur coat and go!f stockings.
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tile Moot 4% the const  IF (A lnek ntes wors
tiraken the tawn of Colon might he swapt
awny and the canal ruined for & Hime by the
antpanring delugs of the grant lake -
worild e a second and maeh greater Johna-
town flond. O should an ironclad, by some
misohanes, steile and broak & look gats, or
be in the lock when & #ate was hrolten of
Jammedd, aha, ton, wonld plunee to destrie-
tion.  If the dam (taelf should give Fway
| from undermining hy leakage, of, worss, by &
moderate sarthguake <pot unknawn at the
| fsthinus  sure disastor would snsue, for tha
dam *ill rest not on roek, but on sarth strata,
where the sarthagunke makes deadliest havoo
while struotiires bullt on rock sseaps  Wite
ness Lishon, Isohia and San Franoiseo!

At the ponthern end the case is aven worse,
From Oblapo the lake will contract to & nare
row ohannel through the hills, but the alghty-
five foot high level contiouss to San Mignel,
weven miles from the south coast at Panama.

Here will be another dam, with two locks
of thirty-one feet lift and elght gates, four of
them seventy-five fest high, communicating
with & smaller lake fifty-five feet above mean
tide  Thisa lake will he formed by thres more
dama, one of which- the terminal--at Sosa,
on the shore of Panama Bay, will have four
locks, with two lifts of thirty-one fpet, and
twelve gates, eight of them seventy’, ve feet
high, or more. In all there are five dams,
twolve immense locks, each ninety-five feet
wide and 900 feet long, and thirty-six enormous
gates—excluding safety and Intermediate
gntes, The lock gates of the Manchester
Canal, which are pyamles to these, welgh 300
&onn each: what these will weigh no man yet

nows

The locks at Sosa being on the very shore
of the bay, this southern end is exposad even
morethan the north side to disaster. A single
hostile shot or treacherous homb or an l(‘ill-
dent tg the lock 1“” mtnh! bring down
whole lake upon the city of Panama—and an
earthquake wonld wreck {n five minutes all
these grand structures

When one remembera that Gen, Henry L.
Ahbot, m page 227 of his excellent hook on the
canal, refers to “an enemy Iving in wait be-
hind the Gamboa dam” for the sea level
canal, it s surpricing to find his name nmonﬁ
the signers of the minority report whic
recommenda these much gteater enemies of
Colon and Panama and of our navy. Even
If the canal were made nentral a hostile ﬂp'x
in Panama Bay or at Colon, or both, woul
have at its meroy our warships mnnnzthrouzh
Take Sosa and its locks, or descen lnu the
giant stalrway of Gatun_and struggling in
gingle flle, under raking fire, out at the en-
trance {n Tfmon Ray.

To avold this danger expensive fortiflca-
tlons with large urrhm 8 would have to be
malintained at both e of the canal an
strong m'x‘?rdn at a{ll !ho ocks. Or, even
if the canal were made nmtrnl we must have
two adequate navies, o for the Atluntlo
and one for the Paciflo, w l h I enoﬂ( \‘
the canal (8 meant to .v and this |
canal does not avolid. I] where lo tho
vaunted cheapness of the look canal
must either fortify and arm the lll mug
or maintaln two navies, or perhaps do
The wea level ocanal noeed nn? be fortified
but made neutral and policed, Tho nny
would take eare of it

In his udn\lrnhle lotter to the War Depart-

it Admiral Endicott has polnted out clearly
am{ forcibly the reasons why, for all the pur-
poses of a canal, namely, onmnwrclal military
and naval service, a sea level s far lumrlor
toa lock canal, He gives |hln l?l’lkln” {llus-
tration  “In the transit of a fleet of naval
vessols or a force of army transports under
oconvoy of a fleet—belng able to flle throug
fn rapid succession without locking.
tranait which In the lock canal would take
several days might in the sea level one be
? matter of hours * * * In nulm\r‘ af-
airs tremendous consequences often hang
ahout the qumﬂ jon of time," In these mat-
ters the sallors are the only competent au-
thority, and what s true of a fleet of trans-
porta (3 true also of the commeroial fleats
that will use the canal nu mon as it is opened
to the trade of the Pnf

For the salubrity the Isthmua the sea
level canal is Imnmuurabl{ superior.
is too much fresh water:there now. What
ed I8 to cut down the foreats,
and thus reduce the rainfall. The look canal
would d an immenses amount more fresh
water and Increase the evaporation, the r in-
fall, malaria n d thﬁ mouqulto plague.
sea level o na wou allow the ocean

is really need

water —whic he mos |Itoea shun--to
throu hthn Ist hmus. T lak: enwould oover
nln rfd aquare mi

u
Ea a ava canal would rlln that IT‘
or eful ovcupauona. a al mate:

fror?\tha canal uxcavnt ona would 1 in some

f the swamps and muke thnm habitable.

Since it s admitt I, even Py th
minority report, that a no sea level oana
would be the best, why build this oompllcmd
nubamutn the lock Lcanal, whioh does not ll
the bill, and, as {s “nominat the bon
is to be transformed later into a sea lev
canal? Why later? Why not transform it
now? Itis much the chulper wnr The esti-
mated cost for the sea level canal (8 $247,000,000.
The loock canal ia estimated at $140,000,000~
tha ln $107,000,000 less—bue this appar n'.
?a even if realized, widoh is very dou

1, m(zh! be wiped out in five minutes or
less by an acoident, an %ar"hquake or a
aingle hostile shot: and if t ock ©
“tranaformed” to sea level at the est

rice of $200,000,000, then the cost of the aea
Movel canal made by tranntorm the lock
canal would be $349,000,000, | 102,000,000
more than the sea level canal, snd as stated
in the report, “with no allowance for con-
tingencies, "

Therefore the Government can make no
mlumkp in bulldinq the sea level canal now, by
firat intention, saving thereby these additional
mllllogs and A\ol(ll’{)ﬁ the long agony of the

transformation e ant, t Gov-
ernment and the nation want lhe ‘hest canal,
and want it firet: not a cheap one to alter
later. The board's u‘ lmel canal scheme
has been recommen wome of the ve

best engineers In t e w mle world, and o
different nations of the world, he judge
ment of these men can surely be trusted.

The work of the gea level canal will have the
inestimable advantage of simplicity. It is &
cuse of plain, straightforward excavation,
blasting, and dredging, which can go for-
ward without interruption or Intermission,
The meén can work in three shifts of eight
hours each, as is froqunmh dong in iron and
steel \orlul uslm‘l eleotric light at night.
In this way all the operations mn &0 on
together continuously twenty-four hours per
day, except BSundays and holidays, and
without interferences or delay® from having
to walt on other classes of construction. Every
engineer and every contractor knows the
immense advantages of this. he lnnTlratlon
of action and experience comes into play, the
methods, the manipulations, the organization
and the manngemnm are perfected, the speed
3{,:‘heloperntlonl increases and the unit cost

The dlf"‘ouhin of the tagk have been over-
rated. Except one-seventh of the Em dor
out t-horo' is umru-lv any hard rock wﬁ'ﬁe.n
with. good cut stone were wanted it
o&ld hn\o to be imporwed, and very iittle

good enough for conerete work has
vet been discovered In the zona. Gwing to
the (imite of train service, the npening of

es of arable lim‘1

the deen ent from Obispo 80 Perdro Miguel !
ln a diltienlty of transpore ag well as of ex-
eavation, but this ean he avercorne by em-

ploying as many as possible overhead cables
mr mile, and both train and wuter transpart
rom each end of (he cut, 'h en at least
eight thousand yards can be taken out per

day, which should fimish the ent within five
years, The dredgihe can go on vigorously
from bath sides, by Lobuitzand other methods, '

At Panama the material can be dumped 1o
form the western jetiy from la Boca to
Naos, which will intercept the silt now drifted
into tha cana: channel by the easterly littoral
current

A lack at Panama M-rn;nn waste of 84,000,000

mid<ide {s only two and a half miles per
hour, and sometimes three, on the ebb, for

aietenn Kook of thees il e 8 fomt wide | n'
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PHILADELPHIA
That “Darling Towa of Ours.”

To ynn EDIToR OF THE SUuN—&ir: Why should
=Conservative” reprove TEE SUN for Its “cynical
comment and bitter ridicule” when he must know
that his beloved Hoston has an endearing indi-
viduality that is all its very own? The visitor to
the city where little graveyards are outnumbered
only by Mile women |s sure always to find there
tnstruction, amusement and novelty.

Some years ago the Hon. Rayner Sayler of Cin-
elnnatl and the writer went to a Boston theatre,
One of the scats sold us was so badly broken that
1t could not be used, Icomplained to the usher—a
brifht faced little fellow, positively not more than
twelve to fourteen years of age. “Sir,” sald he,
“1 can't do any mechanioal work this evening, but
1f you will be good enough to go to the box ofMce
and object, they will, I'm sure, glve you a seat
quite as acceptably located as this one.”

“Well,” sald Judge Sayler a few minutes later,
“what a remarkable boy. Had 1t been a Cincinnatt
theatre the usher wbuld have sald: ‘Ah, go to th'
box office an' kitk. I can't do nothin' with the
damn seat.'"” HENRY GARRITY,

NEW YORK, May 10.

ul
vent Ivn

Man-Killing Elevated Posts.

To THR EntTon oF THE SUN—Sir; Last night it
was my misfortune to see a horrible aocldent In
Columbus avenue between Seventy-third and
Seventy-fourth streets.

A eonductor on one of the surface cars was about
to colleot & woman's Jare, when his arm slipped and
be fell from the atep agalnst one of the iron elevated
posts. He was dragged to the sldewalk, and after
enoigh time for an ambulance o come from Brook-
Iyn was consumed, one came from a placv near by,
The poor fellow was hauled away to dle; At least a
doctor wbo happened along sald he doubted if he
could llve till he reached the hospital.

How long will the publio consent to have their
lives endangered by these barbarous posts? Every
day “there are narrow ecscapes from accldents in
Ninth avenue, and yet the people allow this butch-
ering to go on with few complaints. If a private
person put up such a hazard to the cltizens of New
York as fhese iron beams are the people would
rise up in arms against It.

When shall we be humane?

NEW YORK, Mgy 23.

SPRCTATOR.

A Forgotten Ploneer of Steam Navigation,

To TRR EDITOR OF THR SUN—Sir: In studying
the palntings In the rooms of the New Haven Colony
Historical Soclety my attentlon was taken with
the palnting of David Dunham, who bullt the first
steam vessel for ocean service, the Robert Fulton
of 1810, bullt to run between New York and the
Island of Ouba, touching at Charleston, 8, O,, and
New Orleans.

No one seems 1o know anything more of this early
promoter of steamboats, and the officers of th
socloty cannot tell how they came Into possessio
of the ploture. May I ask through your columns
for any Information as to who David Dunham
really was, where and when he was born and when
he died? | have been for years seeking something
tangiblo along this line, and hope now that some
of your readers may be able to supply what |s
wanted, 0. SEYMOUR,

STRATFORD, Conn,, May 23,

Wants Roal Wet.

To TAR EDpITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: Pleass do
not report any more ralny weather prophecles
until you are sure of what {s coming.

“Cloudy,” “Possibly Raln” and "Raln” may be
good as Weather Burrau guesses, but they do not
lielp the dry In my twenty-tive foot square farm
of beans, &c. 1 need the damp, she real thing, and
not promises.

Until the real thing comes I'll have to carry a
bucket and chase the dogs, for down In eastern
Connectlcut we are drying up, and that is probably
the condition of the “farmera” within 100 milea of
New York. w.wW.C

NBw LONDON, Conn., May 22.

To Prevent Grade Crossing Accidents.

To TAE EDITOR OF THR SUN- Sir; 1 think (f
the following suggestions were made fact many
lives would be saved this summer:

All grade crossings of rallways shall have gates,
and & watchman day and night,

Gates at all times shall be Lept closed, and
opened for the crossing of teams, autos, &c., instead
of as at present, when they are kept open and closed
for the passage of trains.

In England, France and Germany the former
plan {8 in force, and I have never heard of an acel-
dent, H. B L.

Nuw YORK, May 23,

—————————
Falthful Senatorial Servants,
Mr. Carter (n the Senats.

I know of many clerks of Senators and clerks of
committees In this body possessed of abilities which
would command In any outslde occupation In the
business world a very much larger compensation
than they recelve here.  Senatars' clerks and com-
mittee clerks a8 & rule are men of genuine ability,

high accraplishments and of unques'!Hnable
fdelity to tae public Interest,

Just Texas Fun, I
Son Antonio correspondonce Houston Por:, '
It has been practicelly declded that the treining l
A cockfighter of |
San Ansenlo Imported four Mexlcans to train his |
cocks. was arrested for Importing labor, and the
case was dlsmissed upon the recommendation of
the Federal Distriot Attorney.

Wanted,
1f you would win great gratitude
All tame and fortune dimming,
Invent some way to dry the halr
Ot boys who sneak in swimming,

COUNTRY BOETORS
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FOR THIRSTY BRUTES.

.
Inadequate Watering Facilities In the
City's Streets, A
To tar Epiror or Tus SuN—Sir: I have

tried to prevail upon the Humane 8ociety and
others in authority to establish a greater
number of drinking fountains for horses
throughout the city, and to so increase the
supply of water that the poor thirsty animals
which crowd around these widely scattered
places may have a clean and refreshing drink
instead of dirty dregs and the slobber of
other horses. '

The Society for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals, through its president, wrotr a
year or two ago that they had a large number
of fountains all ready to place, but their ap-
¢earance was objected to by those who have
charge of municipal decoration, hence they
could not be used,. Meanwhile a countlesa

g\oultltude of these faithful, hard working
sts have gone thirsty.
ho hot days of summer are close at hand,

nder pul%et conditions this needless

mﬂo m“lt ncreused to a frlfhtfnl

oxunt un, thing (s done to leasen
or _ﬁ‘rovem it.

Is & wnterln l’ee 08 ail street

‘?, eun“)le, hehind © ot amnll

is mppmd by a m \ in-

Adoqut %ud“rlbgl m, vh “thousands

upon nda ﬁ?a 8 ru waste in

the founu(n lty nﬂ Pnrk B few feet

g' peals to the authoritics for an increase
In the size of this trough or an inerease |
tu oupply of wntor have resulted in a dema{,
part of the gentleman in charge o

o that the supply was inadequate

;‘ present oommod%iom were
an noouury for all reasonable needs.

e many months re uestin thi
lndlvldual to go and lool imsel
corroborate the statements de of pavhar i
scenes nround thh partioular spot, but all
to no m e insisted there was, or
oug 3 wner enough, and nothing more
wciul he do or say.

marvel at hwman inconsistency—our

hearts are touched at once by all reports of
? erln“ and privation, and we hurry to send
'orth millions for the rélief of our fellow men,
yet are strangely inconsiderate when we
contemplate the agony of thirst endured by
the anlmals in our own city streeta

NEW YORK, May 24. W. W. HarLock.

First Algaroba Tree in Hawalil.

Honolulu correspondence San Francisco Chronicle,

The original algaroba tree, broughbt to Hawall
by Father Bachelot from Australla In 1837, and the
progenitor of the vast forests of algaroba, seems
now doomed to destruction in order to make way
for & new ofice bullding. The tree, which s of
large slze, stands at one corner of the grounds of
the Roman Cathollo mission on Fort street. It has
long been one of the sights polnted out to tourists
and visitors. A new bullding Is to be erected on
the adjolning groupd. But the tree bends in lts
upward growih so as to bring the greater part of
1t over the lot to be occupled by thenew bullding,
80 that It |s feared that destruction Is Inevitable

The algaroba tree, next to sugar cane, s ao-
counted the most wvaluable vegetable growih
brought to these lslands. It grows In the most
arld and rooky solls. Ite shade s extremely grate:
ful. It furnishes the principal source of fuel for
domestic purposes In the Islands. Its flowers are
the principal source of the honey product of the
islands, and the bean which It produces In great
abundance Is one of the most sought for foods for
cattle and other stock.

Japanese Mathers and Daughters.
From the Fortnightly Reriaw.

It seems unfortunate that the hundreds of charn
ing girls who are assimilating the best in Western
cducayyon, while the salutary exercises of the gym-
nasium and the playground are turning them Into
tell, strong, broad shouldered women, should not
have been able to retain the charm and urbanity
of manner for which thelr mothers are remarkable.
The mothers look small and fragile beslde their
daughters: the physical advantages of nodern
tralning have completely altered the physigue of
growing girla In Japan; but the manners have
changed, too, and It 1s only among the older wouied
that one secs them In thelr perfectlon.

No More Cowboy Polloce.
From the Kansas City Journal

The ‘rapld advance of Indlan Territory towns
from frontler centres of population to modera
cltles 1s shown by the changed aspect of tuc poiice
In some of the leading municipalities. The 1ew
administrations both In Tulsa and Muskoger fave
relegated the cartridge belt and cowboy nat ‘or-
merly worn by the polloe to the plains wher:
belong, and have adopted the regulation bl 2
form and club of city pollee. At Tulsa sumnm
uniforms have been adopted for the force

Ominous News From Kentucky.

Glasgow correspondence Cincinnati Enquiret

Thousands of the so-called seventeen yonr 10
custs are coming up from the ground and 111¢7all¥
overrunning this sectlon. Mielr wings bear -
ures like unto the letters “W, W." By the cuper:
stitlous this is regarded as an omen of
war.” It s further asserted that on the | ap
pearance of the locusts, in 1889, thelr wings bore the
letters “P. P.," betokening “peace and prosperits.”

nd

"want an

An 0ld Rain Charm.
From the Raletgh Times.

“We can get & coplous 1ain Iu this seetlon wiHD
twenty-four bours 1f same wise man wil do *$ !
Say." remarked a citizen this afternoon. Al ‘het
18 necessary 1a for some one to kill & reptile his k-
siake, moocasin, ratiler or any kind, and hauf
! him on a clothesiine or a tree. It will rain theo I8
spite of everything.”

Matter of Taste,
From the Youth's Companion.
“Can any lttle boy," asked the new teacher 12
me the difference between a lake and an ocean’
“I can,” replied Edward, whose wisdom nad becd
learned from experience. “Lakes are much pices:
anter to swallow when you fall in."




