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A STUDY OF THE ODDS AFFECT-
ING CERTAIN PLAYS.

Fallure of the Mathematiclans te Do for
Bridge What Has Been Done for Whist
~Twe Chances Contingally Taken

Witheut Adverse Odds Being Known.

Every now and then some bridge player
wants to know what the mathematioal
chances are with regard to oertain events
whose desirability seems to be in inverse
ratio to their probability, Here isa letter
that came to hand the other day:

Te tne EoiTor or Tmm Bun—8irm You
reprinted from the Saturday Review not
long ago an article in which it was stated
(hat Arfy-six text books had been pub-
lished on bridge, and that there was noth-
ing more to be said that was new. 1 have
seen about a dozen of the leading ones my-
gelf, and 1 think there is room far something
np}l' «trikea me as peoullar that not one of them

tonches the subject of probabllities. It was

his statement of the odds at whist that made

Hoyle famous, and no one seems to have con-

tradicted his conclusions or improved upon

them, altough T have never seen any

ton as to how they were arrived at.

There are matters connected with bridge
which might be simplified if we had some
reliable statistics about them. The most
mportant, I suppose, would be the probability
of your partner's helding a certain number
of honors when you declare; or the chances
of his holding high cards in suits in which
you are weak.

Out this way we look npon Tas BoN as
the only relinhls authority on all matters
appertaining to cards, avd if it wonld explaln
pow these probabilities can be caloulated,
and state the edds for and against certain
holdings, 1 am sure bridge players all over the,
country would appreciate it just as much
a8, Yours truly, E M. KITTRIDGE.

Cixcryyati, Ohiod

The calculations referred to, which were
first given to the world in Hoyls's “Short
Treatise on the Game of Whist,” published
in 1742, are supposed to have been supplied
by De Moivre, a celebrated mathematician,
who. it is said, used to frequent the ocoffee
houses in the good old days and advise
gentlemen of a sporting turn of mind what
odds it would.be safe for them to lay or
take upon any given event. Bir Issao
Newton used to say of De Moivre: “Go
and ask him; he knows mathematios better
than I do.” ;

How the results given in Hoyle's book
were arrived at has never been explained,
but they have been found correct. Twenty-
five years before Hoyle's book came out
De Moivre published a work entitled “The
Dootrine of Chances; or the Method of
Calculating the Probability of Eventa in
Play.” This dealt with card games, among
sther things.

Dr. Pole in his “Philosophy of Whist,"
published in 1883, devotes 150 pages to the
varioua chances in the game of whist, but
the odds he gives are of no use to the bridge
player, because all Dr. Pole's calculations
are based on a turn up trump and a trump
wilit with only four honors init. The honors
at whist counted toward game, and the
possibility of partner's holding one or two
modified the play for tricks.

E. C. Howell of Washington, the mathe-
matician who has done so much for dupli-
cate whist players in arranging schedules
and comparative methods of scoring, does
not seem to have turned his attention to
the mathematical aspects of bridge, except
on the chances in favor of doubling.

As pointed out by THE SUN’S correspond-
ent, there are two chances that bridge players
are continually taking, yet not one bridge
player in a million knows what the odds are,
either in his favor or against him. One of
these is determining on a trump suit simply
on acoount of its length without consider-
ing the chances of the distribution of the
honors and the possibility of losing heavily
above the line. i

The other chance that players take is in
declaring no trumps without any idea ‘of
the probabilities that the partner can pro-
tect or stop the suits in which the dealer is
weak. These odds being accurately known,
they could be compared with the risk to be
taken for the sake of a certain gain.

There are other and minor probabilities,
a knowledge of which would be more useful
to the adversaries’ side than to the dealer’s,
yet bridge players have not the faintest idea
of them. Ask any first class player whether
or not he would double no trumps if he held
ace king and six small cards of one suit and
the lead.

His answer should depend on an exact
knowledge of the mathematiocal odds against
the dealer's side being able to stop him from
making eight tricks, and he should he able
to compare these odds with the pPobability
that he will win the rubber if he getsthe
first game on that hand by doubling and
making eight tricks. It is safe to say that
not one bridge player in a million knows
what those odds are, although he may have
hazy ideas on the subject; therefore his
decision as to doubling or not doubling
must be guesswork, not founded on any
sound principle of play that would stand
the test of a hundred trials.

The odds a knowledge of which would
be most useful at the bridge table are
those which have to do with the probable
distribution of the high cards or homors.

he dealer, holding or not holding certain
high cards himself, wishes to know the
robability of finding certain cards in the

nd of his partner or of his adversaries.

Which adversary may hold them does
not matter so much as the broad question
of the probability that they are against
him. Knowing these odds, he can oom-

re them with the risk he thinks of taking.

e surely would not risk a certainty of twenty
mm!n or the sake of making sixty if he

ew the odds against suocess were 24 to 1.

The reethod of calculating any of these
odds is comparatively simple. Buppose

you are the dealer., Your partner has
13 cards, and these 13 must be some combina-
tion of the 39 cards which you do not hold.

If we number the cards in from
11013, it is obvious that No. 1 may be any
(e of the 89, so that there are 890 ways of
ﬁlnn% up No.'1 space in his hand. Having

ot the first card, there are still 38 to choose
rom, and No. 2 space may any
one of those 88 cards, therefore the number
of possible combinations of these two cards
alone must be 30 X 38==1482,

For the third card, you would have to
multiply this again by 87, and for the fourth
card by 88, and so on for the whole 18 spaces

" in his 'hand. As we are to consider
his whole hand, we must calculate how many

‘nl{:ri??f,. “"}Béa‘“m he :1 hold if we

selection from hings taken
13at a time, which gives us this:

».8.9...,.0_

- i :.h RS o .

is is the number of hande whioch

Partaer ‘can Bold, ol diferent,  Wo. hdve
&0W o find out how many of this nhmb
contain the cards we want to know about.

Suppose it is desired to find out the probs-

holds oertain named ocards
t will be
tions of
are favorable

among his thirteen,
all the

g

as to fill out the
the probability

17100 1

——— ——

1976024 118

odds are 114 to 1 against your
four honors in a suit when

he has three out of
the same way; but
ultiplied by the num-
he three out

bhen again, fourt
one of the 26 on% held by the adversaries
one of their 26, we
. This gives the nu-

19212 % =110 X ¢ :.-mutﬂl_

It 3 therefore abo oxmtouh:‘m
'ore ut 1034 to 1 that your
wmrdoumthommubonon:‘im
you have one onl

To find the probability of bis holding two
out of four, we must 0o he can get
these two (n six different ways, just as yon
ocan get six different pairs out of four of &
kind at orib . As t are now two
hr&l-m" h‘u 18 X 13=166, f ur part-
, we have: = or
per; 28 X 26=—680, for the ldnnlrhl” , and @
for the various combinations; so that the
fraction will be:
ulx-oxo.—.-um=_g_
It is therefore abo '3 601 8
t ore ut 3 to 1 t your
r's hold two bmn.?ulrof’gbo
‘our which you do not bold.

It is therefore about 13§ to 1 our
partner’'s holding one honor out of the four;

leas.
bability that your partner
or, w?h‘n only to find
positions of the whole four in
oards of the adversaries, which gives

ME2X2x2 8800 1

= = -

WM XITX 107404 B84

So that the odds against your

not bhaving an honor, or nst ad-

versaries ha all four, which is the same

thing, are abou i}g to1.

Now, one or ot of thess cases must

mpon. and in order to prove that our cal-

tions are oorrect, we add together the

numaerators of all our fraotions to see if
hey equal the denominator, or oertainty:

That he holds 4, 17,160
at he holda 8, 178,464
at he holds 8, ,400

That he holds i, 14,200

That he holds 0, A00

1,074,024

These probabilities, it must ba remem-
, are for the exact number
of honors stated. If it is desired to find
the probability that your partner will hold
at least one hanor; that is, any number
1 to 4, when you hold one only yourself,
the probabilty of his holding none must be
deducted from ocertainty, or all the numera-
tors of probability from one honor to four
honors inclusive” must be added together,
which isthe same thing. This gives us:
. 1615224 100

1074024 122

That is, about ten times out of twelve,
your will have at least one
whben you have only one.

The probability that he will have at
which is perhaps the most useful case
to remember, as it carries with it the
soore, can be found by uddimh her
numerators for 3, 8 and 4, W gives us:

804024 100

1074024 245

This would indicate that: when you have
only one honor in the suit you may ex
to score honors about ten times out of
twenty-five. :

DRALER HOLDING TWO HONORS.

If you hold two honors the probability

g: your partner’s having the three others

1xax_1me 1
5 X 88 X §7 54834 82 .
1t {s therefore about 81 to 1 against your
partner's holding three honors when you
ﬁ:vo two. This denominator, 84,834, fe
correct for all calculations for three cards,
As there are three ways in which your
B R O R riit fop. (e Doasbis
three, we have 18X12= or possible
itions of the two honors in his hand and
%J- for the &o:slb\e positions of the third
honor in adversaries’ hands. This
makes our fraction:
$ X186 X 26==12168 100

; B4A%4 488 .
So that it i about 834 to 1 against your
partner having two out of three.
If your partner has one only, he can
it in three ways among his thirteen a,
and then we have the possible positions
of the two other honora among the ad-
versaries’ cards, 26X25=050, which gives

¥ 8 X 13 X 050=25%0 100

pAs34 316
Which is almost exactly an even thing.
For the chances that will hold none,
you etid holding two, we have to the
adversaries' chances for hulding all three,
which is simple:
AL 2D IR
20 598 x 37 M8 882

8o it is about 2}4 to 1 inst the adver-
anlon’ having all the other honors when you

ve two.

.We can prove these results as before, and
can also find the probability of one or more
gonora bodt‘u in the partner's hand by de-

L)

last numerator found from

certainty, which givea us:
0234 10

54834 14

This would indicate that about ten times
out of fourteen your partner will bave one
or more honors when you have two.

DEALER HAVING NO HONOR.

This is an interest caloulation; on ac-
oount of the number of times the dealer
is tempted to declare a suis in he has
length, but no high cards, as six small
hearte. It is then of the greatest importance
for him to know the probabilities of the
adversaries’ sooring honors against him,

nd the .v:‘r;fe number of points, because
s or honors

high they hold will

destroy the trick tak value of the deal-

er's small trumps, and the honor score will

o ey Ly
e e

can 7 the odds :nlmt him may deter

in
hi! m the declaration.
?ir:to. asto th%pmbobﬂlty that the adver-
:t‘xﬂ“ hold five honors among their twenty-

g
: -

OFFERS $10,000 POR A STANP.

® .08 .07, 00,00 00000840 610
It Is therefore 5 to | against your partner’s
h :\. simple ho‘nou. f you have l;\onv.ﬁz‘
+0f ur er's ha
four honors when yyo‘txh.mno are!
.n (18° 12,11 . 10 2280800 1

= =
8 .85 .27, 80,35 00000840 Bi
Showing that it is about %0 to 1 against it.
Finally, for the chance that your partner
holds five honors:
18.12 11,10, 9 18440 3

.08 . 87,00, 8 0000080 447
to'rxb. odds against it are therefore 446

If we prove these caloulations by adding
tohethor the numerators of all our prob-
ability fractions, we shall find that they
are correct, the total equalling the

nominator.

+ The lnum-un! part of this last caloula-
tion is the point thatif Lou declare & trump
sult without an hono. your hand it rgn
be shown that the odds against your scoring
honorsaredtol. A torther the numera-
tors of the fractions of probability that
gar&mrwmhold 8, 4 or 6 honors,

13699240 100 1

de-

ES 2 -
€0000840 610 &
re for instanoce; let

the adversaries will score 1,040
your- 260 In the honor oolum:1
n average loss of 15 points on the
e L o G0 1 enonad b
go & 7 ned w
when you risk tg‘\o- of the trick score
at the same time.

The same oaloulations apply, of course;
to the probability that your partner holds
some h oards in a suit in which you
are when you declare no_ trumps;
but the 10and J are not worth
pers, such caloulations
strioted totbegolmonlof the AKQ. While
these caloulations apply to the dealer and
his partner, they are equally true in show-
ing an adversary the probabilities of his
partner's holding.

RARE CONFEDERATE MONEY.

Some Lest Cause Bills Onoe Desplsed Now
Werth More Than Par.

“Confederats money is not to be bought
by the barrel nowadays,” sald a oollector
of paper money whose oollection embraces
nearly every kind of paper ourrency ever
{ssued in this country. “On the contrary;
this sort of money is becoming very scarce,
partioularly in the SBouthern States.

“During the last years of the war, when
the housewife who went to market was
foroed to carry with her a basket full of
this money in order to purchase enough
provisions to fill the basket, fow dreamed
that this despised money would ever
bring a premium. Yat to-day there are
soveral recorded [inatances in which billa
have brought 100 per cent. above their face
value.

“One story is told of a disgusted possessor
of a quantity of Confederate money who,
in order to find out whether the stuff etill
had any value whatever, pinned one night
during the last year of the war a bill of
$500 denomination on a hitching post in
front of a store. The next morning he
went down to see if it was still there, and
lo! another bill of equal denomination had
been pinned on top of it. Those same two
bills would now be worth $70 or more.

*Of recent years many collectors have
at last appreclated the beauty and variety
of this extensive issue, with the result that
the lost cause money is not only getting
lees plentiful but prices are growing, mak-
ing it necemsary now to pay substantial
sums for varieties which a few years ago
oould have been obtained for little.

“The revival of {nterest in the collection
of this money has had the effect of bringing
to light many varle of which all record
had been lost, until to-day there have been
definitely listed more than 2,500 varieties. A
few years ago only a little more than 2;000
were known.

“The rirast of all the issues ars those of
Montgomery, where Confederate money
was first printed. This issue was not very
large, and every one of these bills now
oommands a premium. Only notes of
large denomination wers produced at the
Confedcracy's firat capital; these being of
$1,000, $500, $100 and $50.

“The rarast of all the bills is that of $500,
which bora interest at the rate of five cents
a day. In fine condition it raadily brings
from $25 to $35.

“The next in point of rarity is the $1,000
Montgomery bill. When well preserved
this bill is worth $20.

“Then comes the $100 bill. This is worth
$5. The fourth of the Mantgomery aeries,
the 880 bill, is quoted at $4.

“The rarest of the bills printed at Rich-
mond is the one.of the denomination of
$5. This shows negroes loading cotton
on the left hand side. To the right is an
Indian princess. It is a4 great ouriosity
in itse way, for here we have a Confederate
note that has come to te worth double its
'I:oo value, as the premium offered for it

$10.

+ *Bills of the first iasue at Richmond have
written dates. The highest denomination
was $100, and the chief design ehowed
a train of cars in the centre. On the left
is a figure of Justice, with Minerva on the
right. A ocopy of this bill ia worth $4.

“While the bills of the second issue of
July 25, 1861, are by no means common,
yeot they are not nearly so rare as the bills
of the first fssue. The $100, with Ceres
and Proserpine in the centre and Wash-

's bust to the left, is worth $1, which
fs about the highest premium, while the
twenty dollar bill, with a ship sailing to the
right, sells for 15 oents. The ten dollar
bill, with & woman leaning on a shield, on
which is a Confederate flag, with eleven
stars, ia worth 50 cents. Of the two five dollar
bills, the one engraved at New Orleans is
now worth par, being quoted at $5, while
the other variety, showing a woman lean-
ing on a shield on which is & figure §, is'
worth $2.

*“The remainder of the bills of the 1861
{ssue were dated September 2, and some
of ‘these are now exoeedingly interesting
from a historical standpoint. - While enor«
mous numbers of these bills were printed,
yet some of them are now extremely rare.

“A very interesting ten dollar bill, but
not rare, shows Gen. Franois Marion, the
Swamp Fox of Revolutionary days, eating
his famous sweet potato breakfast with a

I 5‘""
us -i:n"nd?ﬂ:-a thout an honor in your
ovnt. oS

I British officer.

“Of the same issue there was a tvo dollar
bill, whioh is now above par. This is par-
tioularly ourious, as the bills of small de-
nominations were the moet plentiful and
heretofore were hardly worth the paper

ONE COLLEOCTOR'S BEARCH FOR
AN ANNAPOLIS ISSUE.

Other Varietios Ameng the Stamps Issued
by Poestmasters BSixty Years Ago
58,000 Actually Pald fer a Baltimere
Stamp~—~Ne Specimeny of Some Issues.

postage stamp which is worth 810,000, &
price exceeding the highest figure ever paid
for a stamp of any country, may seem sur-
prising to people not of the postage stamp
oollecting oult; yet an American ocollector
offers that sum fora oopy of the Annapolis
(Md.) postmaster stamp on the original
envelope similar to the ene in the collection
of the Earl of Crawford, whioh is said to be
the only specimen of ita kind in the world
and is looked upon hy many as the greatest
rarity known to philately

This would make the Annapolis stamp
the highest priced in the world. Next to
it in point of value is a specimen of the two-
penny Mauritius stamp, for which the Ger-
man Postal Museum is said to have paid
$0,023. After this ranks the one penny
Mauritius starop, for whioh the Prince of
Wales not long ago paid $7,200

This highly valued bit of paper shows in
one corner a ciroular black stamp, in the
centre of which is an eagle with expanded
wings. One of ite talons grasps a branoch,
while the other holds three arrows. In the
beak is held a sprig of olive or palm.

At the top of the stamp is the inscription
“Post Office,” and at the bottom, “Annapo-
1's ® To the left of the stamp is a large
figure “5,° underneath being “Paid.” The
color s red on white and the stamp was
fssued by Postmaster Martin F. Revell in
1846. W. A. Castle of Philadelphia formerly
owned the only known specimen

There is no series of postage stamps held
in higher esteem by the oollectors than the
postmaster stamps which include between
ten and fifteen general types. They were
the forerunners of the regular United States
stamps.

On March 8, 1845, an act was passed by
Congress establishing the uniform postage
rates of filve and ten cents, but the Post~.
master-General was not authorized to issue
postage stamps until March 8, 1847. In
the meanwhile the postmasters of oertain
cities had stamps, prepared and sold them
to the publio without authorization. They
were sold at a slight Advanos to repay the
postmaster for the cost of production.

The signature of the postmaster appeared
on the stamp to show that payment of
postage had been made. The postmaster
of New York and his deputies used their
initials in marking the stamps; the New
Haven postmaster wrote his name; so did
the postmaster of Baltimore. The Alex-
andria postmaster numbered his stamps,
and the famous Brattleboro issues bear a
facsimile of the postmaster's initials.

Postmaster stamps were first issued in
New York city by Robert H. Morris. There
was but one denomination, five cents, but
there were many minor varieties. The
indorsements, always in red ink, are “R. H.
M.” for tbe postmaster and “A. C. M." for
Alonzo C. Monson, an assistant.

The design of the stamps shows the head
of George Washington. At the top, on the
extreme left and right corners, are “New”
and “York”, while underneath is “Post
Office.” At the bottom is “Five Cents.”
The general color was blue. One variety
{s worth $80 unused and $25 used. While
none of the varieties is high priced, still
all bring from $10 up. 3

Alexandria’s r stamp is one of
the great rarities. "It was issued in 1843
when Daniel Bryan was postmaster. The
g(;.‘rd‘: is typeset with a ciroular ornamental

r.

Within this, forming another circle, are
the words “Alexandria, Post Office,” and
inside of theseocond ocirole is “5 Paid.” This
stamp is found only in black, but the can-
oellation is hand stamped in red. As this
variety s seldom offered forsale it is diffioult
to estimate its value.

Next come the Baltimore stamps. They
were issued between 1845 and 1840, during
the incumbenocy of Postmaster Jamass M.
Buohanan., Two values were printed, filve
and ten cents, of numerous varieties, every
one of whioh is extremely high prioed.

Each of these denominations is in black
on white and black on blue. The design
is extremely simple, consisting of a narrow
rectangle of faint lines, with the signature
of the postmaster written over the printed
value,

The ten cent stamp is rarer. A scarce
variety of this denomination on white,
of whioh there are only two specimens
known, is worth $5,000 and is now rated as
the costliest of American stamps, for this
is the largest sum ever aotually paid for
an Amerioan stamp. The five cent varieties
are all very rare, being worth from $500 up.

The famous Brattleboro stamp issued by
Postmaster Frederick N. Palmer in 1846
was in black on buff paper. It was an en-
graved design and shows “Brattleboro,
Vt.,” at the top, “5 Cents” at the bottom.

On either side of an inner frame, in which
the postmaster wrote his initials, were the
letters “P"and *0." The value of the Brat-
tleboro is about $680.

Col. Asa H. Waters, the postmaster of
Millbury, Mass., in 1846 issued a stamp made
from a wood block and printed one at a time
on a hand press. This bore the portrait
of Washington, surrounded by “Post Office,
Paid 6 Cts.” The cancellation mark “Paid”
is in red.

There are several coples of this stamp
in existence, one of which {s a perfeot un-
used specimen, owned by M. La Renetidre
of Paris, the world's greatest stamp col-
lector. It is easily worth 81,000,

When E. A, Mitchell was posptmaster
of New Haven, from 1844 to 1852, he issued
a stamp of five oents denomination in red
and blue, which was cancelled in ocon-
trasting coloss. The stamp was made
with a brass hand etamp and shows
the word “Postoffice” at the top of a hedvy
border, with “New Haven, Ct.,” under-
neath. Below is *6 Paid,” and at the bot-
tom “E. A. Mitchell, P. M."*

It s said that the original die of this
stamp s now in the possession of a grand-
son of the former postmaster. A good
oopy of the New Haven is valued at $1,200.

It has been asserted that a postmaster
stamp was issued in Philadelphia when
George F. Lehman was postmaster, from
1845 to 1849, but experts say that the closest
search hag fafled to bring to light any such
stamp. It has aleo been said that Phineas
Allen, postmaster of Pittsfield, Mass., lssued
a stamp in 1840 or 1847, but no definite facts
have been discovered.

Providenoce, R. 1., is credited with stamps
of five and ten cents denomination, issued

That there is a United States five cent’

say that they know lrstances of the stampe

b - L

’u'l& °"....“9"" envelopes,

coples
V-shaped mark written in Rlack ink with
& pen, These stampe are the lowest in
price of all the postmaster lssues. The
6 cent black s quoted at only #5, and the
10 oént black at $30.

The Bt. Louis postmaster stamps, whioh
were {ssued in 1845 by Postmaster John M.
Wimer, include three values~8, 10 and 20
oents, all in green and gray. There
are several varieties, and every one of them
is held at a high premium,

The designs are all similar, showing the

numeral of value at the top, with the cogqt-
of-arms of Missouri in the centre, supported
at elther elde by an upright bear, from
whioh faot comes the title of bear stampe,
by which they are generally known. The
postmaster sold nine tens or eighteen fives
for a dollar, the difference being the cost
of printing.
It is said that most of these stamps were
used by two large wholesale firms of Bt.
Louis, who carried on a big business with
Louisville, Ky. On many of the letters
which passed between the two cities were
bear stamps to the amount of 26 or 80
cents. A find of these stamps in Loulsville
in 1806 brought to light many of the original
ocoverw, and so valuable were they that the
finders of the stamps are said to have real-
ized a profit of more than $20,000,

Up to the time of the unearthing of this
philatelio treasure in Louisville the de-
nomination of 20 cents was looked upon by
many philatelista as fictitious. One of the
pick-ups at the time included a strip of
two twenties and one five, strips of three
each of the fives and tens, horizontal pairs
of fives and tend, and twenty and ten,
showing the form of the sheet in which
they were originally printed, and proving
that the different denominations wege ali
printed from one plate.

The total number of bear stamps found
at Loulsville is said to have been 75 flves,
46 tens, and 18 twenties, The 20 cent' stamp
is now valugd as $500, while the fives and
tens are held at.about $400 each.

There is in existenoe a so-oalled two cent
8t. Louis stamp, but experts say that it is
& fabrioation, ;

Washington, D, C,, is said to be repre-
sented by a postmaster stamp, issued in
1845 by Col, Charies K. Gardiner, but a copy
of it has never been discovered, It has
been pretty oonclusively proved that this
stamp oonsisted of an oval of double faint
lines, within which was written the name of
the postmaster and the value.

Worocester, Mass., is also oredited with
stamps of five and ten oents denomination,
but up to date a specimen has not made
its appearanoe.

In 1846 Boscawen, N, H,, issued a five
oent dull blue stamp, Worocester Webster,
& relative of Daniel Webater, was post-
master. This stamp is of the orudest
character and was made with a hand etamp
composed of irregularly eet type, reading,
“Paid 6 Cents,” in three lines, one above
the other. There is only one copy known,
this being in the collection of H. E, Deats,
the president of the American Philatelio
Association.

The above described stamps embrace all
the known postmastor issues, although it is
not imprebable that others will be un-
earthed from time to time.

MORE WORK FOR NAUGHTY COPS.

Boston's Police Commissioner Trying a New
Scheme of Punishment.

BoaToN, Aug. 4.—A new system of punish-
ing delinquent policemen is on now trial
here.

Police Commissioner Stephen O'Meara,
when he took officeon June 1, let it be known
that' he proposed to see that all policemen
performed their full duty and that such of
them as failed to do so would be punished,
but that he would try to punish the men
instead of making their families suffer, as
would be the case if he fined them,

He gave the policemen fair notice that if
{t bacame necessary to punish any of them
for failure to patrol their posts properly,
he intended to do it by making them do
extra duty for a certain number of hours,
theamount of the extra duty being regulated
by the seriousness of the offence. The
policem en took notice of this warning, es-
pecially after a patrolman was found
gullty of not properly patrolling and sen-
tenoed to do tnirty-five hours extra duty
as a penalty.

The Commissioner left it to the discretion
of the captain as to how the patrolman
should work out the fine, but provided that
the man should not be required to do any
part of the extra patrolling within two
hours after going off duty, nor within two
hours of the time when a regular tour of
duty was to begin.. The policeman had to
work out his time on his days off, and on
days when he otherwise would have had a
few hours to himself; and the example
which was made of him has done much
toward bracing up the patrolmen.

The city has had the benefit of thirty-five
hours extra patrolling, and, most important
of all, next to the impression the new sys-

tem has made on the departmept, the de-
linquent has had to undergo a penalty which
got to him as the loss of even a month's
pay would not have done. It is understood
now by wuz member of the department
that if” he shirks work it means that he will
have to do a good
duty. The oomeqll:!enoe is
pever had more faithful patrolling than it is
getting now,

THE COIN COLLECTORS.
—_—
¢. A. M., New York.--1 recently came across a
old coln which is dascribed below, and take:the
ﬁmny of asking you to flva me the name o the
cal?. original value, and
clal v

ts approximate commer-
alue at the present time. |s the coin at all
1 No value is stated on the coln, The Liberty
d and the Liberty cap are on one side, sur-
rounded by thirteen atars, At the top 1s the word
“Liberty": at the bottom the date, “1800." On the
reverse the border has “1'nited Stales of America. '
“8 [ eagle shield In the centre, with arrows
an olive branch In the claws, and ‘K Plurihus
num* across the outstretched eagle, with thirteen
atars above the eagle's head and a segment of what
looks like clouds ahove the stars, It welghs 12714
grains, and Is one fnch in diameter.

This coin Is a five dollar gold plece of the usual
type of the early period. None of the gold oolns
tasued by this couniry bore the value until 1884,
The weight abould be 135 gralns, Instead of 1374,
and we cannot account for the exoess. Intrin.
sically these oolns were worth ahout $523, until
1134, when the!design was changed and the welght
reduced to 120 gralns, which gave them a flat value
of five dollars. 1% 18 not a rare date, but a speci-
men (o Ane condition should be worth §7,

G. L. A, Springfield, Mass.—[ have twenty-six
of which are adhesive and
some gnn on the envelope. The dates are be.
tween L1230 and 1810, I belleve. WIill you please give
me their value?
_ There were two general designs of 10 cent stamps
gssued between 1850 and 1A80. The first bears tho
portrait of Washington, after the palnting by Stuart,
looking 0 the left, on an oval disk, Around
the upper portion are thirteen white stars, ahove
which are the small canitals 7', 8. Postage.” Re
low In A panel are the words “Ten cents.* The color
@ dark green. The atamp dealers aell these Issues
at 815 d and 75 centaused. Ofthissame lasue

during the postmastership of Wel
B. Sayles in 1846, The design is about the
same in both values and is engraved.

An ovai, with an ornamental background,
bears the words in three lines, “Post Office,
Prov., R. 1.,” with the denomination,
five or ten. Both values Were printed in
black, with many varjeties. All the can-
ocellations were hand stamped in red.

Used copies of the § cent value are rare;
and the 10 cent unused stamap is not known.
It has been asserted that Providenoe stamps

there is one variety, vellow green In oolor, which
sells at the same price as the foregoing. The
10 cent stamps of the seoond general design differ
grom the first only In the fact that they are per-
forated. In 1887 the Postmaster-General Introduced
the perforation of postage stamps, the manufacture
of this new lssue having been by a Philadelphia
firm. The firat stamps showing the Innovation
were delivered Fehruary 24, 1857. There were five
types of this lssue of the 10 oent denominavion
which were in \arying shades of green. The
scarcest 1o the yellow.green, which s catalogued
ot 9700 unused and 55 cents used, the dark green
stamps be'ng quoted at 12.00 unused anc % oemta
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are cancelled Wwith a |

VISTERS OF THE
MYSTERIOUS TEN.

Northern Lady, Bu:k' From Her
Club, Hears of the Angel Phase of
the Cook, Also a Clubwoman,

The Northern lady in the S8outh got home
late from & meeting of the woman's club.

It had been a lovely meeting. Every-
body had on her spring things, and no-
body knew what to table & motion meant,
nor the original question, and nobody cared.
All hated parliamentary drill, and what did
it matter, anyhow?

The members had ranged the flelds of
English literature from Chaucer to Btanley
Weyman in two hours, and had enjoyed
themselves thoroughly, because of a little
flutter when Mrs. Black had said, with such
anair: - /¢

“I consider Shakespeare immoral and a
little—just a very little—coarse.”

. And Mrs. Thompson said: “Not at all,
on the contrary,” but that she would allow
no daughter of hers to read a life of George
Eliot, whose novels she thought “of a most.
feious tnfluence, most perniclous.”

This in th¢ day of Bernard Shaw and the
whole noble army of Decadents! Oh, poor
George Eliot!

The lady and Laura pulled off their hats
and seatet! themselves in rockers on the
porch, prepared to be perfectly happy
for the hour before tea, tearing the other
olub members to pleces while they thought
Joyously ‘of Wot rolls and strawberries to
ocome,

Around the comér cf the house came a
very yellow little bare legged kinky headed
‘mulatto boy, who hurled this at them:

*Pleas’'m, Miss I1da sent me over here to
tell you dat de white folks would bafter
git dere own supper to-night, 'kase she's
des come home fum de olub, and she’s plum
spang wo' out, an' don’ feel like cookin’ dis
evenin'.” s

“What did you say, child?” said Laura,
leaning ‘over the balustrade of the porch.
“Say:it over, say it elow.”

Gravely that “blossom from off a yellow
dog fennel” repeated his meesage. Laura
cast her eyes to heaven and then upon the
lady and gasped for breath.

The lady broke into unfeeling mirth.
It was delicious. Ida;the cook, had become
a clubwoman, and was too overcome by
the meeting to grapple with stove lids.
The lady felt for Ida. Bhe knew how |t
was.

Not so Laura, Woe was written on her
visage, wrath was looking from her eye.

“Go home,” she said b#efly to Ida's
kinky headed Mercury. “Go quick!”

Whereat he departed with speed.

Flinging her hat on one chair and her
paper on “The Flizabethan Drama” on
another, Laura trod—no lesser word will
describe her motion—to the baock porch.
The lady followed meekly, for after her
outburst of merriment she realized that
there was supper to get and ravenous men
folk imminent,

Laura stopped on the porch steps and
called Graves, In answer to her call, he
appeared from the side gate, where he had
started to drive the horse and cart to the
stable. ’

“Graves, get in the cart and drive to
Ida's houseand tell herthat unless she comes
back with you and gets supper she needn't
come in the morning, nor at all, neither for
money nor anything else—and Graves, don't
you come back here without her.”

Graves took nff his battered old hat and
wiped his forehead. It had two big, round,
shiny brown knobs on it just where the wool
stopped.

*T'se gwine arrogate yo' behest, an' I'se
‘wlne bring dat gal back—ef she'll come.”

The rolls that night were mighty good.
Ida came. Neither she nor Laura alluded to
clubs or spades.

But the lady was curious to know what
Ida did at “de club.” So .nest day she
went out in the kitchen and told Ida she'd
shell the green peas for dinner.

She is an pnormous big thing, Ida, tall
and with the outlines of a hogshead, per-
fectly shapeless; young, though, good
yellow,and mighty pretty jn the face; can't
read a letter and is just as good natured
and pleasant tempered as the dy is long;
oapable, tooj she's right out of the cotton
patch; never cooked for white folks before.

She had appeared at Laura's kitchen
door about six months back, just at the close
of cotton picking time when Laura was
desperate with doing her own work. You
know how it is in cotton picking time: not
a darkey to be got for love or money. Ida
said she'd just come in from Marlin, where
she had been oooking all during picking
time for twenty or thirty hands on Capt.
Turner's place, and now she wanted to hire
out.

Laura took her. She would have taken a
Sphynx from the plains of Egypt or a mar-
ble aaryatid from a Greek temple, it the
same had come along and showed any dis-
position to hire vut.

1da proved to be a eplendid cook, and the
children loved her dearly. She was as far
as possible from being one of Uncle Remus's
“free issue niggers,” 8o the fact of her being
a clubwoman was an unexpeoted pleasire.

“Ida,” said the lady, "hen does your
club meet?”

“We did went of a Saddy, but now we
goes of a Chuseday.” 2

“What do you dof”

“We does diff’unt thin We expresses
ou'se'ves, and we haas disfo’ses on de various
elements.”

“Oh!" After a pavse:
about?”

“Well, we gin'ally talka erbout heathens
an' sech as dat, an’ we reppersents de
Scriptures.”

“What do ‘you. mean? Represent the
Scriptures? How?'"

“Laws a massy, Miss Bere, 'tain’t nothin’
to tell! We takea éut certain po'tions er de
Bible, ac's de part, like we wuz de folks dat
done it. We gwime reppersent de Resur-
rection dis Easter. I'm gwine be de ange]
what rolls de stone away, bekase I'm de
sirongea’ or de sisters,an’ drees fer de part.
I'lowed to ax'you all how many yards er
cheese oloth to git fer a robe, one er dese
here robes what falls away.”

" What are you going to do for wirgh?*

“Sis Mandy got some tissue paper wings
wid gol' ha'f moong on um an’' a red cap
wid a teesle on it cat Mis' Bettle gin her
atter do. tabbylos. She gwinter let me
w'ar de cap an' de wings, but I speck dem
tissue paper wings gwine be in my way
mightily when I goes to heft up de rock.”

*What's the name of your club, Ida?*

“We calls ourse'ves de Bisters er de
Mysterious Ten, bekase some er de hap-
penin’ ain't to be tole to nobody.”

*Is it a church socloty ?*

“No'm. We takes ln ohu'ch members
on trial, but we dances and gibs pahties
to de young men oncet & month, an’ dat
scandalizes -de reg'lar ohu’och members.
I hears some er um ssys we mixes up ‘ligion
an' life too free, I does b'long to a chu'ch
p'olety, dough; an' de name ec dat is De
Lilies er de Valley. I'm jes'in de outakirte
er dat yet, ‘kase I ain’t a reg'lar member
er de chu'ch. Dey let me inter de Lilies
kase 1 paye ma dues when de day comes

“What do you talk

‘royn’. De Lilies looks atter you when
you'sdownsick, It's got more settied 'omans
in it dan what 'de Sisters er de Mysterious
Ten fs.”

As time rolled away and Easter drew
near the lady longed to see the “Reppers
sentation of the Resurrection” by the
Myasterious Bisters, and cautiously ap-
protiched Ida on the subjeot—but she would
glve no encourageme Nothing but the
colored persuasion could hope to be ine
vited In as lookerson.

The lady helped Ida with her “falling
away robe.” At least, she sat by and offered
her. advice freely, while Laura showed
Ida how to cut it, and when it was come
pleted she helped to it on Ida's vash
anatomy. Laura always insisted upon
calling her Mount Ida, declaring that her
proportions demanded that classio name.

The Mysterious Ten, whose mystery exe

tended over thirty, met in a little hall. On
the day of the Resurrection Ida was very
much exoited over being an angel, realising
as she did that it is a most hazardous undere
taking, and she greatly feared that she
would fail “an’ mortify de flesh of de Sistare
befo' a orowd er company what bad been
invited to set in de galaxy an! look on at
de Resurrection.”
+ On the day after the performance Ida.
was overheard describing it to Aunt Mandy)
who in some way was prevented from being
a speatator,though she felt a special interest
in it, having lent wings to the cocaslon.

“Howdy, Bis Ida? How you feelin' ®ence
de Resurreotion come off?" .

“Come in, Sis Mandy. Set down, Be#
down here on de steps tell I gets through
cappin’ dese barries. 1'm sorter sleepy.

“We aimed to git through wid de Resure
rection by 10 o'olock, but some trouble
come up wid Mary Magdaleny, an’ do de
bea' we kin, we couldn't git through tel
12 o'clogk! Wa had e bhaautiful sspulker
to put de Risen Lord in. It was covered wid
flowers an' looked like a real buryin'.

“We laid Bam Roberson in de sepulker)
olothed i white, but he pintedly refused to
war de swaddlin' bands an' we ocouldn'
keep de lid on de top er de sepulker, bekace
he couldn’ git his breath, Esz it was, he
sneezed right out in de midst er de oeree
mony, but, otherwise, eveything ,went off
widout respec'.

“We built a sorter mound outer bricks
fer de sepulker, you know. It looked eo
much like er oven dat it put me in min' er
Thanksgivin' dinner. It was mighty nice
an’ covered wid flowers, an' dar was a
powerful big stone in front, and Mary
Magdaleny an’ de Virgin an’ me stood ready
at de tomb, an' when dey give de word I
rolled de stone away to muaio.

*Henry West and Tom Momes played on
de fiddle, an' Ross Lewis blowed a soft
sorrowful strain on de jew's harp, It was
mighty affected—an' enjoyed by all.

“When I got de stone rolled away, de
young man what was settin' behin' de
Sepulker furnishin’ de music come forward
an' histed Sam Roberson by ropes to de ceil-
in' to show he was done resurrected,an’ den
lowered him hack to de flcar, an' unloosed
his bonds; an' he spread out his garments
o' white, an’ stepped fo'th mighty polite
to where I was stannin’' wid one foot on de
stone, t ’

“An’' at dat all de Mysterious Sisters burst
out inter song, singing ‘Hark, fum de Tomb
a Doleful Soun',’” an' datended de-
tion part ub de evenin’. '

“After dat we had refreshments, an’
some o um stayed to dance—but me? [
come on home, bekase de las’' time we
danced de policeman foun' me fiwe dollars
bekase when we was swingin' ocornders
an' back to yo' pardners I knooked dat
little black Mary Lucy plum ober on de
fio'; an' although I didn't mean to do it
she tuck offence at me on socount er its
loosenin’' & store tooth what she'd ‘beén at
right smart expense to git put in, an’ she
*ported me to jestice, an' de police he foun'
me five dollars, an’ ‘twas all I could do to
glt it payed; so I thought I better quit
dancin’' tel I los’ some er dis here onuseless
stren’th 1 got,

*Is you 'blige to go, Bis Mandy? Well;
appen in ag'in when you passes dis way.
I'm gwine bring dem wings back 'fo’ Buns
day, if I lives an’ nothin' happens.”

AN OLD TIME RURAL DOCTOR.

He Was an Autecrat and Had Curatlve
Methods All His Own.

A party of men were discuseing the pass-
ing of the old time ocountry dootor before
the advance of modern science, and one
of them told some stories of a practitioner
of this type who was the terror of his boy-
hood days.

“He was a curious old ‘autoorat, with
curative methods all his own,” said the
gentleman, *“I rememter once a boy
chum of mine became afflicted with a large
swelling or abscess in his throat, which was
growirg rapidly and threatening to make

mthhig impossible.

“Dr. X—— was called in. After examine
ing the patient, he turned to the mother
with the command to bring him a red hot
poker. As he was never questioned or
, the woman hastened to heat
one in the kitchen fire.

“When she brought it to the sick room the
doctor grabbed it and advanced to the bed-
side with the gleaming point levelled at the
bo,'n head.

‘Open your mouth, sir,’ he commanded,

“The boy did open his mouth to emit &
terrified shriek—which broke the abscess
and saved his life.

“I have said that Dr. X—— was never
disobeyed, but I recollect now one ooca-
alon on which afamily attempted to set hig
orders at deflance. You see, he was really
more intelligent than the run of way out
countrg doctors of those days. He went
to Holland for a year of study when he was
yourg, and hrought back some advanced
ideas, one of which was the efficacy of
fresh air.

“You know how country peonle close the
windows of a sick room tight. On the
occasion in question the patient was down
with fever. Entering the room, Dr.
lmflmed both windows, ordering that they

eft 80.

*The women who were nursing made no
abjection at the time, but no sooner had the
dootor departed than they hastened to close
the windows. Some distance awa X
X— happened to look around and beheld
what they had done.

“He turned:his horse, drove back to the
house, entered the front door, neither
knocking nor ringing, mounted the stairs,
walked Into the sick room, lifted tbe thick
knobbed cane which he always carried
and deliberately smashed one pane of
glass after another, until all were de-
molished. n, without a word, or so
much as a look to right or left, he strode
from the room and drove away.

*The patient recovered.”

X—

Egyptian Cure for Sunsiroke.

From the London Evening Standard.

Travellers in Egypt must often have noticed
ourious scars upon the foreheads of the
natives, though perhaps they have not dis.
covered its significance. It ls a sign that
the man who bears it has had, or has fancied
that he had, sunstroke.

The formula for the malady is curious
and typioally Eastern, The victim must
be laid full length upon the ground and
mu;rd fron; the feet ‘upward, @ sun-
stroke Is some form of evil genius which must
be squeezed and forced into one spot. This
the massage accomplishes. When the mas-
seur has done his best to this end, and as-
sumes that the virus of the enemy is all cons
ccntn"ed in the foreheaqd of the patient
then the teeth of the opetator are applied
to the infec area, and a plece of the flesh
of the forehead bitten out

he strange thing js that the tregtment
5 led .t«or bo"lnvarl:b{y G%l%ﬂl. t m yf
'alth cure, or it may be t the sungtroke

iteelf waAs jmaglpary —the cure ls Tu.
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