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The Graft Charges in Manila,

Secretary TAFT has ordered an inves-
tigation of a system of petty graft al-
leged to have existed in the Philippines |
among army officers stationed in the isl-
ands. It appears thatsome of the army
men have gone too far in providing for
their physical comfort and their personal
welfare at public expense. The evil
complained of is undoubtedly a devel-
opment of the practice begun in Cuba,
although there were a few trifling abuses
in the first days of American rule in
the Philippines.

In Cuba some very heavy drafts were
made by officers on the insular revenues
for comforts and oonveniences, for
horses, carriages and eervants. The
statement of expenditures includes all
sorts of things, from horses, carriages -
and furniture to waffle irons, lemon
Bqueezers, newspapers and magazines,
and bath eponges for personal use,
Some of these articles were duly ao-
counted for, but more of them were lost
in the shufie. Some even escaped from
the palace at Havana, and no man knows
where they went.

In the early days in Manlila it was
deemed proper and necessary to pro-
vide officers and officials with equipages
of one kind or another for use in the
discharge of their duties. 'When it was
found that the officials walked or hired a
quilez by the trip, while Mra. Official used
the Government carriage for shopping,
calling and pleasure driving, Genaral OT18
curtailed the privileges. In Cuba there
were horses, carriagee, servants, furni-
ture and the like to the end of our stay
for Generals, Captains and Lieutenants.
Some of these beneficiaries fell into a
careless habit of taking a little more
than was really due to them, because 8o
much came so easily, and they carried
their Cuban habits with them when they
went to the Philippines.

It is improbable that there has been
in any of the cases reported from Manila
a criminal intent. It is more likely that
officers who would not dream of asking
the Quartermaster to supply them with
sealskin overcoats at Fort Niobrara
or Fort Fthan Allen have expected the
Department to give to them shower
baths, easy chairs and other tfifles in
Luzon and Panay.

Fruits of Colonel Bryan's Trip.

‘Colopel BRYAN oontinues to emit in-
formation. Now he is in Paris, silent
on the sacred ratio, but willing to talk
on any other subject. What has in.-
pressed the Great Conservative Force
in the far countries he has visited? It
is the “democratio development,” and
the Colonel reports:

“I notioed 1t tn Indis, Japan and China, Bvery-
whose ggie 8ocs the same evidence of popular awak-
ening.” “aly

Wherein is the cause of this “popular
awakening”? The question is easily an-
swered. The Grand Awakener has been
about opening the eyes of the people.
Before Colonel BRYAN started on his
travels all was quiet and calm, Con-
tented with their slavish lot, the natives
of €hina, India and Japan lived happily,
ignorant of the sorrow of their state.
Now they are in arms. They have been
taught their rights and their wrongs.
Colonel ' BRYAN has illuminated their
minds and extended their horizons. A |
world revolution will follow in his trail.
The old order must change. He has
pulled ita foundations from under it.

An international political reformation
is a noble achievement. Yet for BrLL
the Taint Killer it is but a small thing.
He has accomplished it on a pleasure
trip from West to East.

Story of American Imports.

Although the classification is of ne-
cessity somewhat arbitrary, American
merchandise imports are divided into
five groups. An interesting phase of
the economic development of the United
States appears in a review of the increase
gshown in these classes, General inde-
pendence of the rest of the world in the
matter of food products is shown in the
purchases of “articles of food and ani-
mals.” Imports of this kind show a
considerable fluctuation, but little or no
actual increase, Using the figures of
five year periods, the record is this:

1800, 100 ee. §248,000,648 | 1600, ......... $216,107,008
1896, ..., 226,422171 | 1005 264,606 796

The largest year within that time -was
1802, when the figures were a fraction
below $300,000,0006, The smallest year
was 1808, when the imports only a little
exceoded $170,000,000. These varjous
sums are represented chiefly by our pur-
chases of tea, coffee, sugar, fruits, cocoa,
fish, &c. The comparative fixity of the
total value is due mainly to lower prices
of the articles imported. The quanti-
ties bought are larger. Thus the price
of sugar is given as 3.28 in 1890 and as
2.656 in 1805, while coffee dropped from
36 in 1800 to 8.1 in 1905. These two items
are the most important on the list,

A widely different story is told in
fmportations of “raw materials.” These
have risen from $178,500,000 in 1880 to
$964,600,000 in 1005. For the fiscal year

.........

850,000. ' From 1800 to 1800 there was

some fluctuation but no important gain.
8ince then they have jumped from §218,-
000,000. to the present figures. While in-
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cles, attention may be oalled to copper,
fibres, rubber, raw silk, tin and hides
and skins, especially goat skins,

“Articles wholly or partially manu-
factured, for use as materials in the
manufactures and mechanio arts,” are,
in thelr economic nature, closely allied
to raw materials, They enter into in-
dustrial processes and ocontribute to
economic development. These show A
wholesome, though perhaps not striking,
increase from $84,700,000 in 1800 to $144,-
400,000 in 1005,

“In articles manufactured, ready for
consumption,” the increase is almost
trivial, The flgures of 1800 are $154,-
500,000 and those of 1908 are $167,500,000.
The United States is doing most of ite
own manufacturing. While the value
of the imports seems considerable, it is
actually only about 1 per cent. of the
value of domestic manufactures. A
large item under this head is cotton
goods, such as laces, edgings, gloves,
hosiery, &o. Other large items are
fabrics made from jute, flax, hemp and
other fibres. Imports of silk and of
woollens are also considerable, although
those of woollen goods have fallen from
$56,000,000 in 1880 to $18,000,000 in 1005,

“Articles of voluntary use, luxuries,
&o.,” have increased from $107,500,000 in
1800 to $146,250,000 in 1005. Last year
they were nearly $174,000,000. This is
no very heavy draft on the yearly in-
come, and the reasonable increase is
only an evidence that Americans have
the money to spend.

On the whole, the story told by the
imports is satisfactory.

The Coming Peace Congress and Our
Commercial and Naval Interests.

It is obvious that this country, like
every other signatory of the Hague
convention, is deeply concerned in the
soope of the agreement that may be
reached by the coming peace congress
concerning the submission of disputes
to arbitration. There are other mat-
ters, however, oertain to be brought up
fordebate {n which likewise we are much
interested, namely, the proposed changes
in the provisions of international law
which relate to maritime warfare, in-
cluding the definitions not only of the
rights and duties of neutrals but also of
the rights of belligerents at sea. BSeveral
incidents in the fecent war between Russia
and Japan have shown that the law needs
readjustment with reference to those
points, and it might be well for our Fed-
eral Government to consider beforehand
whether it means to adhere to the posi-
tion which it took with regard to one
of them at the preceding congress. The
course which (reat Britain shall pursue
has already become a subject of earnest
discussion. Since the close approach
to disappearance of our merchant navy
from the ocean the status of neutral
ships has become a matter of much less
consequence to us than it used to be, bus
the status of neutral cargoes is still for us
a question of very great importance, and
it remains open to argument whether, as
a conceivable belligorent, this eountry
ought to renounoe the tght of seising
the private property of an enemy’s sub-
jects at sea. .

It is ‘probable enough that the next
peace congress will reach an agreement
respecting the laying of mines and the
bombardment of unfortified ports, towns
and villages by naval forces, It ought
also to be possible to bring about a
consensus defining the conditions under
which the sea borne trade of a nsutral
should be immune in time of war. What
stands in the way of such a consensus is
the practice of exoepting contraband of
war from the commodities that may be
covered by a neutral flag. It is pretty
clear that our interests would dispose us
to do away with the exception and to
ooncede immunity to goods of all kinds
earried under a neutral flag, though, of
course, the right of visit would have
to be maintained in order to establish
a ship’s nationality. If such complete
immunity were granted to a neutral flag
by international law, the conveyance of
contraband of war to an enemy'’s ports
could be prevented only by the strict
maintenance of a blockade. The right
of blockade should, of course, be pre-
sorved intact, the proposed immunity for
a neutral flag being restricted to vessels
encountered on the high seas. If so val-
uable a concession as the establishment
of the principle that a neutral's flag
shall oover not only a belligerent's prop-
erty but even contraband of war should
be made to the advocates of the exten-
sion of neutral rights, it is certain that
the congress would be justified in exaot-
ing in return a rigorous formulation of a
neutral's duties, That those duties need
to be restated with authority is plain to
any one who marked the different con-
ceptions of them exemplified in the con-
duot of France, Germany, China and the
United States toward Ruesia during the
war that ended with the Peace of Ports-
mouth. The opportunities of recoaling,
revictualling and repairing given by
Franoe in Madagascan and Indo-Chinese
waters to the Russian fleet under Ro-
JEBTVENBKY bere witness to a very lax
interpretation ¢f a neutral’s duties
toward Japen.

We come to the question on which the
next peace ocongress is almost certain
to be divided—the question, namely,
whether the private property of bellig-
erents at sea shall, though found under
the belligerent's flag, be immune from
seisure, contraband of war alone ex-
cepted. There is no doubt about our
former attitude touching the matter.
It was defined in a letter signed by all
our representatives at The Hague on
June 20, 1809, and was set forth more at
length about a fortnight later in an ad-
dress by Mr, WHITE, The peace con-
greas was requested to adopt the princi-
ple embodied in the twelfth article of the
treaty of 1871 between the United States
and Italy, The parties to that treaty
agreed that in the unfortunate event
of & war between them the private
property of their respective citizens and
subjects, with the exception of contra-
band of war, should be exempt from
seigure or capture on the high seas or
elsewhere by the armed. vessels or by
the military foroes of either party, it
being, however, underatood that the
exemption should not extend to vessels

which might attempt
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to enter a port bloockaded by
foroes of either party.

Are we still convinced of the expedi-
ency of persisting in this attitude? Let
us suppose that we were engaged in a
war with Great Britain or with Germany.
It is probable |n the case of Great Brit~
ain, and if we cut down our programme
of ngval construction, at least conceiv-
able in the case of Germany, that after
one or more tests we should find our-
selves unable to compete in squadron
warfare, How should we then like to
see our surviving war vessels condemned
to innoouous desuetude or to
duels, a8 in the War of 1812, when one
of them should happen to encounter an
enemy's warship of equal or inferior
cimament? How sho'ld we then feel
to find oursel ves cut off by an agreement
10 which we had become & party from
employing our remaining war vessels
in the roje of commerce destroyers?
From the general applioation by bellig-
erents of their warshipe to that fupction
we should have very little to loge, since
we have relatively few merchantmen
employed in the ocean carrying trade.
The injury, on the other hand, which our
navy, even if crippled, could infliot upon
the ogean borne commeroe of Great
Britain or of Germany oould not fail to
be enormous. The bare apprehension
of such an injury would cause Great
Britain or Germany to hesitate long be-
fore provoking us to hostilities, and the
huge dimensions of the loss that would
aotually be incurred in the event of a
conflict with the United States, were we
committed to a policy of commerce de-
struotion, would furnish Great Britain or
Germany with the strongest incentive to
the quick conclusion of a peace. From
the viewpoint, then, of humanity, is it
far sighted or short sighted so to narrow
the arena of legal warfare as to mini-
mize its destructiveness and thus cause
a prospective belligerent to regard with
relative equanimity a recourse to war?
It might be well for our State Depart.
ment once more to consider seriously
whether to make war on the United
States might not seem to some Fu-
ropean Powers less inexpedient were
we to renounce the right to employ our
warships as commerce destroyers. It
in pretty certain that no such renuncia-
tion will be made by Great Britain or
France. In 1899, it may be remembered,
Sir JuLiaN PaunceroTE and M, Boum-
GBo1s abstained at The Hague from
voting on the question on the plea that
they had received no explicitinstructions
from their Governments on thesubject.

Whether or no the next peace ocon-

greas will agree that ail goods carried”

under a neutral flag, whether such goods
have hitherto been regarded as contra-
band or not, shall be exempt from seiz-
ure, we may reasonably hope that the
Powers represented at The Hague will
conour in declaring that food and the
raw material of peaceful industries shall
not hereafter be looked upon as contra-
band of war. This, as we have often
pointed out, is a matter of vital import
to Great Britain and of great commercial
interest to the United States, and may
soon bpcome one of scarcely less mo-
ment to Germany. . .

The Same Hobson,

RicEMoND PEARSON Homsown, for-
merly a Captain in the United BStates
Navy, will be the next Representative
in Congress, from the Sixth district of
Alabama. Naval expansion is Captain
HopsoN's hobby. If the Democrats
ghould have & majority in the Bixtieth
Congress, Representative HOBSON, as a
hero of the Spanish war, would prob-
ably be assigned to the Committee on
Naval Affairs.

As the American officer who took the
Merrimac into the harbor of Bantiago
under the Bpanish guns, Captain HoBsON
{s well known to the Japanese Govern~
ment. It may regard him as an Amer-
joan statesman. There are reasons for
believing that Captain HoOBSON would
not resent the misconception.

At any rate, in his double capacity
of hero and public man, the importance
of what he may say about a possible
conflict between Japan and the United
States may he exaggerated at Tokio;
and Captain HomsoN, with the un-
quailing bumptiousness 8o characteristic
of him, has commented freely upon the
killing of the Japanese seal poachers at
Saint Paul Island. His eagle eye dis-
cerns a war cloud no larger than a man's
hand, and the potential consequences
dismay him, hero though he is. Booner
or later, although the matter is not
worth cable rates, Captain HoBsoN's
misgivings will reach Japan. He fears
the worst “if Japan should make the
unfortunate affair in the Pribilof Isl-
ands the pretext for a quarrel with the
United States.” Japan would seize the
Philippines in spite of the American
navy, and never, never give them up,
for she would do what we have neg-
lected to do, impregnably fortify them.,
The Captain-statesman announces sig-
nificantly that “if Japag wants a row with
this country, now is the time for her to
have it out.” ;

Japan is not likely to avail herself of
the opportunity, for reasons too obvious
to mention. But the propriety of an
ex-naval officer in his capacity of states-
man exposing the helpless American
nation to imminent peril and disaster is
open to question. In these unjointed
times it may be a recommendation to
favor at the hands of the Demoaoratio
party. In less parlous and lese pyro-
tachnic times the Democratio candidate
in the Sixth Alabama district would be
sent to the foot of the class in states-
manship, and upon taking the oath

| in Washington he would be assigned

promptly to the Committee on Acoustics
and Revolving Fans.

The Schoolma’ams of Sinigaglia.

Sinigaglia, the picturesque little fish-
ing town on the Adriatic above Ancona,
seems likely to make a name in Italian
history. Hitherto it has been chliefly
celebrated as the birthplace of Pope
Pius IX. and for memories of the old
Roman days. Hard by is the Metaurus
River, where HASDRUBAL was undone,
and PoMpPeY burned down the town in
the civil war, The town has its share,
too, of medimval art and romantio renais«
sance traditions, but it bas created very

the naval | little stir in the twenty-four centuries

since the Gauls founded it and gave it
ita name, Sena Gallica, (I

The women of Hinigaglia have now
changed all this and have filled with
ooneternation the Italian politicians.
The Itallan country school teacher, like
her Amerioan sister, is nothing if not
bright and emergetic. Ten primary
school teachers of Sinigaglia, according
to the Rome correspondent of the T'ab-
let, having advanced ideas about their
rights, went before the Board of Registry
and demanded that their names should
be put on the voting lists. Male Sini-
‘uglu thought this & great joke, till the
board complied with the demand. Then
the District Attorney got busy; he car-
ried the case to the provincial Court of
Appeal at Anocona, and that body has
just confirmed the legality of the regis-
tration. The case will undoubtedly be
carried to the highest tribunal, the Court
of Casaation, but lawyers believe that the
decleion will stand.

In that case the ten Sinigaglia school-
ma‘ams, by merely insisting on their
legal rights, will have gained the suf-
frage for women throughout Italy, with-
out any parliamentary action. It would
be as astonishing an example of judicial
legislation as history can show, for how-
ever open to the new interpretation the
Italian Copstitution may be, there is no
doubt that ita framers had no idea of
making women voters, '

At any rate, Sinigaglia becomes a war
ory for woman suffrage, and the ten
primary schoolma’ams enter into his-
tory, as collective heroines, like the
eleven thousand virgins of Cologne.

Ricuanp Croxsp has summoned AN-
DREW FRERDMAN to visit him in Ireland
and lay plans for the defeat of WiLLiaM R.
HuameT. A conferenoe of political giants;
a meeting of twin statesmen of majestio
mould, The Empire State halts breathlesa
while its fate is decided by theqe master
crpftamen.

A ouriosity in journaliam is the copy of
an esteemed Costa Rican contemporary,
the Limon Weekly News, which comes to ua
with two pages of advertisements, a copy
of the new printing law and the notice:
*Until further notice the issue of the Limon
Weskly Newe is suspended, as presoribed
by the new law of June 20, 1906.”

Two blank pages represent the reading
matter, and the editor carries caution to
the point of omitting even his title head
and running title. A glance at the pro-
visions of this extraordinary law, worded
in quaint English, justifies his caution, for
not only are publications of any kind for-
bidden unless all concerned give security
that the Government will find no objec-
tions to them, but editors and authors are
put under heavy bonds to make eure that
whatever fines Costa Rican courts may
tmpose will be paid. The law was passed
by the Congress “at the instance of the
Executive.®

Denying that the overwhelming strength
of the Democracy in the Bouth is due to
fear of negro domination, the Houston Post
explains the situation thus:

“The dominant polltical sentiment of the Bouth-
orn States represents ancient ideals of republican
government, It is shown In economical State gov-
emments. The oost of the municipal government in
New York oity excoeds the cost of all the State,
county, ety ead town governments of the eniire
South combined.”

Yot New York city has been ruled by
Demacrats, with a few interruptions, time
out of mind. Is thé Northern Democrat
Jess economical than his fellow partisan of
the Bouth?

The blymen are sald to favor the
R oL e aecugr of o Peag CELYOLAS
holds, —News from New Jersey.

The Hon. Joay FAIRFIELD DRYDEN Is not
to be allowed to deprive philanthropy of even
a part of his time and efforts. Honorable as
it is to rerve the State, to serve humanity is
better, purer, nobler. He who makes the
laws is emall indeed compared to him from
whom the peaple learn thrift and the virtues

of economy.
EpE——————

Canse of Vermont's Heated Term,

To vEm Eptvos 0 THS Sun—Sir: Your article
of August 8, "Thoughts on the Preseat Disoontents,”
deals oply with the minor causes of the prescnt
hestod term. Up here in Vermont we all know the
veal cause, and you have overlooked i entirely.
It la caused by overheating of the ball bearing
pens of the editorjal writers In the offices of the
Rutiand Hereid and the lack of sufficient lubrica-
ton of \he presses of the same paper Ia gesting
out the thousands of exira coples of the Herald
with whioh the voters of Vermont are being del-
uged In & desperate attempt ta elect the head of
the Cleno-Demo State tloket, Percival W, Clemeal.

The voters of the whole State are recelving a
copy Of the Hemld. Mr. Clement is after the
Prootors good and hard, and it ls mot “Young”
Proctor alone, but “014* Prootor, as he was pleased
to term him Ia one of his pseudo addresses the
other night,

“0ld" Procter still stands quite well In Vermont,
and will long after the people have forgotten Mr,
Clement and his coon quartet. The vote In
September will show that the voters of Vermont
Bave no fears thet “Young” Prector is not made
of the same sturdy stuff as “Qld" Proctor—his
honotred father.

One further reason for the excessive heat s ad-
vanoed by meny, |. ., that it is due to the Incin-
oration of this great extra editlon—wrappers and

One o) farmer seid to me to-day: “They
handy for the old woman to kindle the fire with
$ ¢ o'clock In the moming, when everything s

¢ with dew.” Complete files of the Herald for

August wil) not be found In many Vermont farm-
houses on September 1. J. M, A

¢, JorwgpURY, Vi., August 10.

OMcers New York County Will Vote For.

At the election on November ¢ the voters of New
York ecunty must vote for the following oMoers:

A Goveiner, in the place of Prank W. Higglns,

A Lieutenant-Governor, In the place of Matthow
Linn Bruce.

A Becretary of State, in the place of John F,
O'Rrien.

A Comptroller, in the place of Otto Kelsey, re-
signed,

ATreasurer, in the place of John G. Wallenhelmer,

Jr.

An Attemey-General, in the place of Jullus M.
Mayer.

A State Engineer and Surveyor, in the place of
Henry A. Van Alstyne.

A Justios of the Supreme Court, in the place of |

Leonard A. Olegeriob.

A Justioe of the Supreme Court, in the place of
Bdward 8. Clincd, appointed by the Govemorin the

of George O. Barrett, resigned.

Eight additional Justices of the Supreme Court,
nqunl to the provisions of Chapter ¢é3 of the

ws of 1906, .

A Representative In the Sixtleth Congress ot
the United States for each of the Eighth, Ninth,
Tenth, Eleventh, Twelfth, Thirteenth, Fourteenth,

Pittoenth, Sixteenth, Seventeenth and Righteenth |

Oongress districla.

A Senator for each of the Eleventh, Twelfth,
Thirteeath, Fourteenth, Fifteenth, Sixteenth,
seventeenth, Eighteenth, Nineteenth, Twentleth,
Twenty-first and Twenty second Senate districta.

Thirty-five members of Assembly.

A Surrogate, In thé placc of Frank T. Fitzgerald.

Two Judges of the Court of General Sesslons of
the Peace, In place of Rufus B, Cowing and Otto A.
Rosalsky, appolnted by the Governor in place of
Martin T. MeMahon,

o ———————————
Dress Reformer's Fate.

To tam FoIToR oF THR SuN—Str: When "Re-
gormed” geis his plan of “dress hervatier” inio com-
mission, that same old thermometer that was re-
sponsible for his idea will prove that its eyc was
um’nul: and with a drop of 30 degrecs or so,
# rmed” will be glad 10 go home wilk only his
orash ends protruding from begeath & borrowed

overcoat. J. W, B
NEW YORE, August 11,

PIOTURE PRICES

From the National Review.

Perhaps no path is more likely to lead
to disaster than that of the man whe rushes
into plcture oollecting with the avowed in-
tentlon of making money out of it. The
chances are all against him. The profes-
slonal dealer sometimes makes mistakes,
but he more than averages his bad pur-
chases by the profit which he realizes on
the others, and the margin in his favor is
usually -a very substantial one,

During the season just closed there
have been many illustrations of wise in-
vestments made in pictures by men who
never regarded themselves as oollectors.
Two of these illustrations sre quite re-
markable. The late Mr. Woods, for over
half a century assoclated with the great
firm of Christie's, always insisted that he
was not a colleator; he had unique oppor-
tunities during the last fifty years of buying
fine things at low prices, and he not only
had the opportunities but he also had an
intimate and far seeing knowledge with
which few men bave been endowed. And
yet he simply bought a plcture now and
then because he liked {t, or because he
happened to have a blank space on one of
his walls. The result ia that he scarcely
ever made a mistake. 1 have been per-
mitted to look over a note book in which
the prices are entered for most of his pur-
ohases, and the comparison of figures is
truly enough to make one turn green with
envy. ‘

He began oollecting in 1852, hia first pur-
chase being a pair of pastels by Hubert of
a young plerrot and a young girl, for which
he gave 86 shillings; this pair realized 8
guineas at his sale In May. In 1850 he
bought a Romney Head of Lady Hamilton
for £10, which now realized 300 guineas;
in the '60a he gave £6 15shillings for a Drou-
als portrait of Mme. de Pompadour and
this now sold for 170 guineas; 28 shillings
for a T. de Keyser portrait of a lady which
now sold for 100 guineas; and 7 sehillings
for a pair of vases of flowers by Baptiste
which sold for 54 guineas. In the '70s he
gave 26 guineas for Beechey's portrait of
Lady Whitbread, which now realized 520
guineas; 60 guineas for Reynolds's portrait
of Mrs. Robinson—a version of the ploture
in the Wallace collection—and it has now
realized 480 guineas, and so forth. But his
greatest triumphs were Hoppner's portrait
of Lady Waldegrave, which be aoquired in
1881 for £23 as against 6,000 guineas it brought
at his eale, and Lawrence's Miss Emily
C. Ogllvie, which cost about 200 guineas
and now sold for 3,000 guineas.

Such examples as theso are, it may be
urged, extreme, but similar ones ocour
every season. 'The gentloman whose five
pictures were sold at Christie's on June %0,
and included Turner's Rape of Europa,
wrs also not a picture collector in the
usual sense ‘of the word. He bought a
picture just now and then, at unextrava-
gant prices, but with exceedingly good taste
and apart from any consideration of future
profit; the five piotures which cost him
£1,685 brought £8,647, to say nothing of the
intellectual enjoyment of possessing them
for about thirty years—truly a brilliant
{llustration of wise buying and wise selling.

There can be no doubt about the fact that
the *upse” and “downs® of pioture prices
form a very interesting and important
factor in collecting. One might fill page
after page with both the “ups” and the
“downs,” beginning with the most famous
of all examples in the former class, the
stolen and recovered Gainshorough Duchess
of Devonshire, for which Wynn Ellis gave
about £65, and which at hia sale realised
10,100 guineas. The enbanoced value of
pictures by the artista of the early English
school and of the old masters generally
has been a progressive one for the last
quarter of a century, and affords such a
volume of material that it is necessary to
confine myself in this paper to faots and
{neidents of the last two seasons. Within
about this period the supply of Romneys,
Reynoldses and Gainsboroughs has to some
extent fallen off and other phases have
supervened. The idealived portraita by
the three great artists of the early English
achool have been succeeded by the some-
what hard and realistic examples of Bir
H. Raeburn, whose work has made such
gigantio strides in price and favor during
the last few seasons. At the sale of his re-
maining works on May 7, 1877, forty-nine
portraite realized .£6,000, but only one ap-
proached four figures,

We have here the amazing spectacle of
thirteen piotures by Raeburn producing
within two seasons a total of £42,900, proba-
bly more than the artist made out of his
sitters during the twenty best years of his
life! This total gives an average of £3,30
per pioture in 1906-08 as against an average
of less than £120 realized at the sale in
1877. Raeburn apparently left no pocket-
books such as those of Sir Joshua Reynolds,
George Romney and Sir William Beechey,
from which we may gather the prices which
he received for his potraits,

Romney's prices, for instance, In the
early '00s of the eighteenth century were:
Head and shoulders, 80x25, 30 guineas;
kitcat, 85x20, 40 guineas; half length, 80x
40, 60 guineas, and whole length, 03x57,
130 guineas. It may be questioned whether
Raeburn obtained anything like theee prices
until the latter part of his career.
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The Aquarium's Seacow,

To TRE FpITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: Wil you have
the kindness to correct an error which Las been
making the rounds of the newspapers to the effect
that the large seacow that has just died at the
Aquarium cost $3,0001 As a matter of fact, the
animal cost the city nothing. It was presented by
A. W. Dimock of Marco, Fla, and was trans-
ported to New York by the Flarida East Coast
Rallway Company and the Clyde Line Steamshlp
Company absolutely free of charge.

I think you will agree with me that It is not quite
fair to Mr. Dimock and the otficers ol the trans-
portation companies, Who have been 8o generous,
to allow the report to become gurrent that It was
purchased,

As the usual price of a Florida scacow (or mana.
tee) Is $100, the statement that this specimen cost
the city $3,000 |s somewhat of a refiection on the
judgment of those who purchase for the Aquarium,

The animal was very lasge and heavy and dled
from Injurles probably recelved during capture.
1% was 10 feet 4 Inches long and welghed 010 pounds.
The specimen has been turned over to the Amer-
jcan Museum of Natural History In Mr, Dimock's
pame. C. H, TOWNSEND,

Director of the Aquarium,

NEw YoRrE, August 11

The Chivalrous Southerner,

To Tk Enrror or THR SUN—Sir: What “Sub-
soriber” has to say In THE SUN of July 20 about
“gouthern Chlvalry” Is not only narrow from a
standpoint of common sense but la entirely wrong
In Its display of sectional feeling.

His silly statement about “ldlots™ sounds like
tue clap of a broken bell, A SOUTVERNER,

OMAHA, Neb., August 9,

The Countersigns,
Wiih seythe on is shoulder the Foolkiller paced,
Patrolling earth's regions by sorrow lald waste,
And those who would pass and coatlaue to live
Were forced to advance and the countersign give,

The first fool he halted was gay on the way
And happlly humminrg the tune ol the day;
The Foolkiller showed lLer a heart that she broke,
But quick came the answer, “I meant it in joke."

The second came by with a sanctified air;

He gazed on his havoe bui seemed not to care,

While those he had Injured sought vainly for rest;,

His counlersign passed him: “ ‘Twas meant for the
best,”

And thus they went by In an unending stream;
The sages first wondered and then caught a gleam,
Angd, fearing sometime they might nead i1, thereat
Took palns Lo remember the countersign pat,
MoLaxpsUnan WiLeom.

NOISES OF NEW YORK.

Diseordant Seunds That Mar the Comfert
of Life In Town,

To tus EpiTon or Tar Bun—8ir: I have
been in New York for nine years, but have
been unable to discover that there is any oon-
carted movement to leasen the nerve wearing,
age lessening, sleep destroying nolses with
which this city Is cursed, A few months ago
a number of women whose homes are along
Riverside Drive got together and started a
crusade agalnst the excesslve whistling of
tugs and steam oraft on the North River at
night. The majority of the New York news-
papers treated this mbvement as a joke, but
the women, nevertheless, worked the matter
up so well that they got action from the praper

authorities and the niusance has been con-
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The Leag Island Baggage System.

To tae Epiros or Tre BuN—8ir: “C, H.
R.'s" letter in Saturday’s SuUN appeals to me,
While I cannot afford a parallel case {n the
ohecking line, I could mentjon a few in the
express line.

1 am on the Oyster Bay branch at Bea Clill,
and my experionces here are a repetition of
“C.H, R.'s.” There are two methods of send-
ing goods to this place—by boat, oontrolled by
the Long Island Railroad, and by the rallroad.
To help the rallroad the boat people have
roade 8 ruling that “all trunks must be orated. ”
Think of crating @ trunk! And consider, if
you will, the average facllities a house dffords
for doing it. Of course, nine-tenths of the
baggage is sent, as a result, by rallroad.
There the troubles begin,

Not having heard of the new ruling, you
walt for your baggage, to be informed after
a few days “that it has probably been sent
by express.”" You make inquiry and learn
that It has been recelved, and “will be sent over
when there are enough other articles to make
a load.” Can you think of anything more
up to date, calculated to bulld up a‘road's
business? I have had others' trunks sent to
my cottage in place of mine, and vice versa.

It is truthfully eaid, not hundreds but
thousanda of times, by the publio that Long
Island is retarded by the rottenneas of its
railroad and all that pertains to it. Rotten
is hardly the nicest word to use, but at the
moment I cannot think of another that so
conveys the depth of my opinien. While
not a muck raker, 1 eannot help feeling
that the road and its responsible offcers
should get a liberal dose to awaken them
from thelr long sleep and to knock into their
heads the fact that only by progressive meth-
ods, not repressive, can a great business be
built. A G

Bra CLirp, August 11,

Flogging tn British Prisona.
From the Humaniiarian.

On June 26 Mr. B, H. Plokeregill, M. P, asked
the Home Secretary how many floggings were in-
filcted I the conviot and local prisons of England
and Wales during the years 1005 and 1906. He re-
celved the fpllowing reply:

“In the year ending March 81, 1008, eight th eon-
vict prisons and fifteen in local prisons; and in the
year ending March 51, 1008, seventoen In conviet
prisons and thirty I leecal prisoms. Only one
prisoner had recelved corporal punishment twice
during the two years.” .

In anwer to ancther question on the same gub-
jeet, put by Mr. Lioyd Morgan, M. P, on July 4,
Mr. Gladstone stated that flogging can only be im-
posed for prison offences of the following desorip-
tlon: Mutiny, Incttement to mutliny and gross

rsonal violence to prison officers. During the

st five years—down to March, 1006—flogging with
“cat" or birch has been ordered In 100 cases, but
the medical afocers have interfered with the carry-
ing out of the sentence on eight oecasions.

The prison cat has 18 inch lashes and a five-foot
wielding leverage. The lashes are cloared between
the fingers after every strake. The viellm In
prison 1s given a mintmum of twenty-four hours
hospita] treatment after the infiiction of the pun-
shment, but is, as a rule, not able to get about
for & week,

The punishment of flogging or birching for
offences agalnat the prison rules s ordered by the
prison visitors, who are usually local magistrates,
sud prison officlals, as a rule, favor the retention
of the “cat” and birch,

Educating the Filipinos.

In the Philippine Islands 800 American and 6,000
Pllipino teachers are busy educating nearly 500,000
puplis of all ages.

Mr. Soott, chief clerk of the Philippine
Education, sald a few days ago lhgf 10 ::rm'
of the population of the Philippines, nurly.mo,ooo:
now speak English, and that the Filtpine boy until
he reaches the age of 10 is memtally superlor to
the American of the sams age, But there hia supe-
riority ends, and our educational system bas not
existed long anough to enable us to determine his
capacity during the second perlod of hie mental
development.

The Filiplno boy W inferfor physically to the
American boy at all stages, but the girl of the
tslands, according to Mr. Secotl, though of smail
physique In early ycars, exceeds at the age of 16
the stature of the American girl, and Is Incompar-
ably superior to her native brothers,

All the American teachers and 200 of the Filiplnos
are pald by the Insular Government, Theothers are
pald by the munlicipalities,

Tribate to a Gifted Man,

To TR FLITOR OF THR SUN—Sir; The Twi-
light Park man wao rescued the red sgulrrel with
"one fool frozen to & stone” deseryves the paim,
Tuat such a gifted one should waste his genjus
on chipmunks when there le such a medloority
in new fsh and snake stories 18 too bad. Some
accomplished llars write to THR SUN, but there
has.been no such artistic lying about animals
since Seton Thompson quit the business,

Bruer, N. J., August 10, CovUNTRY Boy,

Bascball and Fame.
From the Ol City Bltazard,

That a baseball glub 1s effective as an advertising
medium s nigely flustrated In the case of Pattop
p..,mwnhonbdou\n-m'
of the plsce purchased the Hornell franghise.

- < S v A

NATIONAL HUMOR,
Narrow RAmite Within Which Jokes Are
Undertseod. '

To s Ep17or ov Tug BUN—8ir: Mr. For(
may have achleved humor, or perhaps he
was born that way, but In any case the honor
of it s thrust en him in season and out of
soason, and therefore much latitude muat hy
allowed when his attempte verge on bathos,
Of course those who are not convulsed by
the humor of being “touched by a widow*
should be hald up as lunatios; but, strangely,
of the whole column of jokes put in his mouth
by the press on Wedneaday, the only one
worth while has to be explained to 70 per
cent, of the citiaens of this land of humor,
It was revenge delectable for a benighted
Britisher to be foroed to listen to score aftar
score against himself, and then to catch the
oritios at their own game. The pitfail was
Mr. Ford'aatory of the style of address adopteq
by Mr. Murphy abroad. “In France he be.
came (. Frangols Pomme de Terre" was too
much for the average New Yorker, and if you
doubt it try it on Tom, Dick and Harry and ses
if they feel the point.

It the average American joke has to be
explained to the uninitiated Britisher, ho
geta It all back when he has an uninitiated
American on the other side. Quite recently
P had to explain to some very bright New
Yorkera the point of a score af British Jokes
which were quite up to your average, only
they hinged on “bob, * “tanner, " the army ocol.
loquialisms “clink” and “pawnee,” a political
quip on Balfour with “Dizzy,” & meaningless
nathing to those who did not know Beacons.
fleld's sobriquet, and the “jerry bullt” wallg
of Jericha. “Ploughing his furrow alone” and
the “Hotel Cecil” are inexplicable to those
unversed In contemporary British polities,
Last week a newly returned American consul
did not crack a smile over “skiddoo” and ®23,*
because they had arrived in his absenoe, and
so had to be explained.

1If wit “must woa Bt. Giles and not St. George
or Stephen,” a very small text book would
give any stranger the key to present day
humeor. Explain con, pipe, dead one, out for
the goods, beat It, the lemon, ringer, cold
proposition, and the other hundred of the
Boweryesque vooabulary,, add the pecullari.
tles of Hoboken, Philadelphia and Boston,
and the alien at & glance can master the situ-
atlon, During my firet visit I was the sub.
ject of much good natured banter because,
at a play, I did not catch the point when a
New Yorker seeing a Philadelphian with a
newspaper sald: “Here, give me yesterday's
paper.” But we have just as provincial a
quip about Brixton which has to be explained
to every American. Not long ago a census
of American humorists proved that 30 per
cent. were English born, 18 per cent. wers
Irish, and only 47 per cent, were Ameriocan
born. But please don't take Punch and
Komik Kuttings as typical of British humor,
I mean humour. Joun €. CHAMBERS,

VERONA, N. J., August 10.

SILK_CULTURE.

Its Slow, Progress in the United States In
Spite of Bountics.

From the Boaton Transcripl.

As early as 1732 French Huguenots intro.
duced sllk Into Georgia, whera lands wers
aranted to settlers who would agree te plant
100 mulberry trees to every ten acres of land
which they cleared. Seven years later Par-
liament passed an act exempting from taxa-
tion silk grown in Georgia or Carolina, and
an Itallan expert waa sent out to establish &
filature. Within a year the receipts of
eocoons at this factory exceeded 10,000 pounds,
while the %L:nllty of raw lll\“produced rought
;;uewu ge a pound in the London market.

ow the latter part of the century the
oulture of lﬂ# was introduced into New Eng-
l}nd. M%ld. (i)‘onn.. became the oentre
of an mg: togll growing community and

proved the site of the firat slik factory in this

country. .

Tgo volution, howover. dealt & blow fo

sllk culture, from which it did not recover

wntil 1825. By that time Congressional invee-

tigation had given an impebus to it, puttin

the Industry ?nce more on its feet. Bool
of silkworms became a m

ania.

ed,” and br t disaster
Blveuhg‘t'ﬁ‘lr grtunu
omised to e one of the great
money making enur;;;ben of the ¢

em which rem were
an OI.} Y ard times 31“‘! and the
drought of 1844. Congress came to the rescus
again In 1884 with an Approp{‘llntlon for inves-
tigations, which were cont ued from year

to year until 1800. The appropriation w
ranewodln&omlndhubunmn #AL
mr noe. In the meantime, a y Btate
ntles, ailk h {rown with profit in
tah, and to-day serioulturists of thnt Rtate
a'paying businesa in the exportation of

g8 to the aouth of Europe.

In spite o mﬂ- elow development of the raw
material the Unf States five vears ago

rance and ame the leading silk
manufacturing nation of the world. It is
eatimated that [sgo silk mills are now in oper-
ation, distributing annually to 70,000 persogs
21,000,000 in wages and producing sllk goods
valued at $110,000,000. ina leada the world
{n the production of raw silk, and of the world's
output of about 61,000,000 pounds
produces more than half. Japan comea next
wm\ a ‘ir«?uotéon of less than a fourth of the
total. India, Biam, Persia, Turkey, Greece,
Ttaly, Prance, 8pain, Portugal and the Balkan
%:m J:ll‘lo‘vrv . pr'ig‘ucen in this ?rdl"' That
own 8ilk can compete in quality
with the products of other nlmp Qm)m\-
tries is evident from the aw, at the 8t. Louls
exposition_of theh(old r?edn for excellence
to Louis Borris Magid for filbres grown a
Tﬁg“hanyz'&' 6w0"'lt‘»'§h°"| a0 Wil tt:
ulber e design

the fe%lng ol raillions of s WOrIE

Dying Irish Religious Poetry.
From the preface to Douglas Hyde's “Religious Sona

of Cannacht.

While collecting the poetry of the province of
Connacht—a work which I began some twenty
years ago—I found that those poems which touched
upon plety or religlon were very numerous. I
found, moreover, that prayers put In a setiing of
poetry, melodious “paldirs” and short petitions
composed In metre, Were Very numerous also. 1
found at the same time charms or “orthas® or
“amhras,” I found pleces concerning ths Church
1 found pleces pralsing or dispralaing people for
thelr religion. I found storles about the Church or
about the persecution of the Church, or about some
salnt or other, I found blessings, I found curses,
and I put all these things down here with the rest.
These things are all mixed together in this beo¥.
Very few indeed of these things have ever been pu
upon paper umtll now, and they will be becom!ng
more scarce from day to day. If the “nattonal
schools” rulned the Indigenous lterature (the love
songs, the drinking songs, the keence), they have
torn these religious songs up out of the roots slto-
gother. “In my youth,” says Father Walter
Oonway of Glenaddy, “there was no house In whieh
the ‘paldirin' or rosary used not to be sald through-
out all the year. When I came to this parish some
elghs or nine years ago this custom had been giveR
up by the majority of people. I frequently In-
quired the causs and mever heard any answer
exoept the one from everybody, ‘We cannot ay
it in English, and the young people will not repeat
it with us In Irish®" And another priest, Father
O'Concannon, also gives evidenoe of the negleet of
the anelent Irish prayers and the old religlous
poems, adding: “It 1s upon the flagstone of the
hearth that the foundations of plety and natlonallty
are lald, and alas! that the forelgn schools shouid
be destr®ying them!”
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Big Ben Loses a Minute,
From the London Daily Chronicle.

“Big Ben" Ia 50 much above reproach as a ba-
tional Institution that when anything goes wrong
with the great clock it Is generally assumed that
the weather Is to blame. Yesterday mormniog
Mesars. Dent, the bullders of the clock, were 18
formed that It had lost a minute.

It was the chief ltem of local Interest, FEveryene
sald that the poor clock was suffering fron ine
heat, and that the pendulum had got weary of
wagging through the tropical hours, but tue resl
cause was given by Mr. Dent.

“When we heard of the unusual occurrence,” he
sald, "we sent down a skilled workman to ascertaln

the cause. He found that the clock was correct.
but that the workmen had been changing the lamp$
in the clock tower, and In 80 dolng they must have

tnterfered with the dial worka and so checked 1€
progress of the clock, At 2 o'eclock everything
was in order again.”

“Big Den” s the largest striking clock In
world. The minute hands are 14 fect long ani
welgh 2 ewt. each, the pendulum |s 18 feet long and

e

tlie bob welght 4 ewt, 1t takes two men five 10U d
to wind the clock, which Is done three times a week
Twioe & day “BIg Ben® telegrapha its time antos

matically to Greenwich Observatory, which €@
ables its performance to be checked.

Franklin Reyised.
Knlcker—Take care of the pennles— -
Bocker—And the dollars will take care of wbe

campalgn fund, ’

The Postmaster's Plaint.
Summer Boarder—Like these ploture post eardel
Village Postmaster—~Nope. Folks ain't got roo
% write anything interesiing on ‘em, =

|



