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date to the precise time when it succeeded
wood. Indeed, even after pewter drinking
vessels were in use, wooden trenchers
were found in many households, since they
were cheaper, easier to obtain, and at a
pinch could be made in the house.

Perhaps the earliest use of pewter was
for church vessels, though this was strongly
opposed by the Catholic Church on the
ground that pewter was not sufficiently
precious. The Council of Reims in the
year 847 and the Synod of Canterbury in
the thirteenth centuby forbade the use
of pewter for the paten and chalice.

In 1252 at Nismes these two decisions
were confirmed, bhut poor communities
were permitted to use their pewter vessels.
In Belgium at the present day the eucharistic
vessels for daily use are of pewter, and
until the revolution in France it was the
custom to reserve the vessels of preclous
metal for special occasions.

The princes of the State as well as the
princes of the Church used pewter in their
households till well into the Middle Ages.
In 1200 King Edward 1. had “leaden” vessels
in which the boiled meats for the corona-
tion were cooked, and had a supply of
more than three hundred pewter dishes,
salt cellars, platters and cups in his posses=
gion. Louis XIV. took the silver plate of
his subjects to pay for his wars and other
projects, and decreed that they use pewter,
allowing the dignitaries of the Church to
have their vessels inlaid with precious

metals.

I we turn to the Orient we will find that
pewter was made and worked there much
earlier, a8 far back as two thousand years
ago. In London are pieces of Japanese
pewter which are known to he 1,100 years
old, the composition of the alloy being lead
and tin.

The composition of pewter varies, not
only in the country in which it was made,
but also as regards the purpose for which
it is to be used. It is safe tosay that the best
pewter was made in England, since it was a
matter which was strictly looked after
by the Worshipful Company of Pewterers,
who fined and otherwise punished those
makers whom they discoverad making arti-
cles below standard either as to weight or

quality.

The very best pewter was what was known
as plate pewter, which contained 100 parts
of tin, 8 parts of antimony and 4 parts of
copper. Ley metal, the poorest and cheap-

est quality, contained 80 per cent. of tin
and 20 of lead. Common pewter, known as
erifle, had 82 per cent, of tin and 18 of anti-
mony, while the quality used for small
objects like salt cellars, tokens and little
ewers had 90 per cent. of tin and 10 per cent.
of lead.

At the end of the sixteenth century, that
f= during the time of Shakespeare and of
Queen Elizabeth, pewter was sold by the
garnish. Harrison, who wrote his *“De-
scription of England” in 1557, has this to
say: “Such furniture of this metal is com-
monly =sold by the garnish, which doth
oontaine 12 plasers, 12 dishes, 12 saucers
and these are either of silver lashion, or
olse with brode or'narrow hrims and bought
by the pound, which is now valued at seven
pence or eradventure at Plghlpﬁn(‘(l.'
Sllver fashion has always been populap
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guildhall of the company. The rose and
crown is the mark most often found on
pewter, and people who find it on their
specimens usually ascribe them to Eng-
land. This may or may not be correct, for the
mark is found on Dutch, German, French,
Flemish and Scotch ware also.

Much London pewter has the X on {t,
denoting superior quality, and on French
ware the word “blanc” sometimes appears,
denoting the same thing, the presence of
lead in all cases being shown by the bluish
tint of the pewcer,

It is impossible to say how much lead
a specimen contains without applying a
chemical test. In passing a piece of pewter
over a bit of white paper the presence of
lead is shown by its leaving a dark mark;
the greater the amount of lead the darker
the mark. Pewter which is 90 per ocent.
tin and 10 per cent. lead will leave no mark,
and with less than 75 per ocent. of tin all
pewter will leave a mark.

Pewter hollow ware was usually cast in
moulds made of gun metal, though, as these
were costly, plaster of paris, sand, or some
cheap metal was also used. If possible
such articles as spoons, small salt cellars,
porringers, tokens, bleeding dishes, &o.,
were cast in one piece,

Larger pieces like tankards or big ewers
were cast in sections, the parts soldered
together and then finished off, but it is
almost always possible to detect the joint.
Eared dishes, as porringers and bleeding
dishes wero called, were according to the
rules of the company to be cast in one piece,
and members were fined for soldering on
the ears afterward and such dishes were
considered inferior,

Look at your porringer and see how it
is made. The highest class ware was
marked on the bottom, inferior ware being
marked on the face,

Plates properly made were first cast
and then hammered, four or five rows of
hammer marks showing on the under gide.
This gave them a good finish and added
strength to the metal. This rule of casting
first applied to small plates only, platters
and chargers being made entirely by the
hammer from rolled sheets of the metal,
and in some cases the edges had extra
stiffening to make them durable.

People will sometimes tell you that their
heirlooms are of “silver pewter,” but it is
hardly likely that tin, of itself extremely
brittle, should have silver added, sinoe this
metal would but enhanoe that quality.
Sebaldus Ruprecht, a fourteenth century
pewterer, made himself and his wares
famous, since he made them to resemble
silver o closely. *Silvorum” was invented
in 16852, but the pewterers would not allow
any of their members to work with the
inventor, and he and his invention faded
from wsight.

It was not till 1690 that makers were al-
lowed to use the word “London” on their
wares. Country pewterers had a bad
fashion of putting on this word, particularly
when their wares did not come up to the
standard. Therefore even if your cherished
platter has “London™ on it, it may not be of
London make. ™

Townsend and Compton were famous

mans were also large makers of first class
ware.

Dixon & Sons and the Vickers did not
make pewter, though the owners of many
tea sets will declare they did. These two
firms made white metal, which was also
called Britannia ware.

There were many pewterers in this coun-
try. some of the best known being Kirkby.
Thomas Boardman. Boardman & Hart, or
Boardman & Co. Some of the pieces of
the last named firm bear the words “New
York.” They had a shop in Burling Slip
till 1841, at which time they dropped the
making of pewter and substituted Britan-
nia ware. In fact, after this date the trade
of pewterer disappears from the New York
directories.

Hamlin, New York. is another American
mark; so are Reed & Barton, Robert Boyle,
Francis Bassett, John Halden and James
Leddell. Homans & Co. was a firm in
Cincinnati, and Sellew was another maker
in the same city, Graves and Henry
Shrimpton were New England names,
and there is much good American pewter
which bears no mark at all.

The question of prices is always a dif-
ficult one to msettle. Plates In good con-
dition, 8, 9. 10 or 11 inches in diameter,
should bring from $1.25 to $2.50 each. Large
platters and chargers, from 12 to 18 inches
in diameter, are worth from $3 to $8 each.
When they measure 20 inches or more
or are embellished with work of any kind
they are worth considerably more.

It is unfortunate that much new pewter
is being worked off as antique. There
are quaint vessels for drinking, much like
a tankard in form and of Scotch origin,
known as “tappit hens,” whieh are being
reproduced in large numbers and sent
to this country. Porringers of inferior
quality are also on sale, but the ears are
soldered on, and the work on them is poor.
Before buying pieces like these it is best
to know their history.

With regard to cleaning pewter there is
much diversity of opinion. Foreign mu-
seums keep their pewter dull, and there is
a oertain pleasing quality in the soft gray
of unburnished pewter.

For those who prefer it bright, the followe
ing method is recommended: Soak your
pieces for a day or two, if very dull, in water
in which a small quantity of potash has been
dissolved, a bit of the size of a hickory nut
to each quart of water being the proper
proportion. When you take the pieces out
rub them carefully with a cork dipped in
oil and a little of the finest sand. Then
polish with a chamols skin and whiting.

The sand is not recommended by the
experts, but it is often used, and when onoe
your pewter is well cleaned you can keep
it bright by frequent applications of hot
water and soap.

During the past year or two theres has
been a revival of interest in pewter. It is
being extensively used in country houses
instead of silver, for, being of lexs value, it
does not require storing when the family
returns to the city and the house is closed.
Some firms are reproducing the old patterns
which were used nearly a hundred years
ago,and hollow ware (like tea sets, pitchers,
tankards, ewers and mugs) can be obtained.

THING ON THE LINKS.

A Kind of Tournament Play That Was
Started on Nature's Own Golf Conrses
Beyond the Mississippl —Any Number
Can Take Part In It—Not a Freak.

Several of the Nebraska home folks to
celabrate the arrival of Bryan were golfers,
and some had games on local links. “Your
New York links are too artificial; just like
a good many of your notions here,” re-
marked one of the Nebraska golfers, “Now,
beyond the Mississippi we get nature's own
golf courses, for the bottom lands of the
prairies are as undulating and close in turf
as the seashore links in the British Isles.
We don't build bunkers or dig traps
for hazards. The land has only to be
smoothed with a rollér to form the putting
greens, and the distances marked out ao-
cording to the lay of the land to make a
good one, twoor three shot hole. It's ideal
golf, and if we didn’t have to hustle so hard
for a living we surely would develop an
amateur champion in Nebraska.

}
“There is one thing we have done that is

a record. We have invented a new soit of
golf tournament and a new name for it.
We call it a swatfest, and it beais all other
sorts of golf competitions.

“All hands may start in a swatfest, for we
believe in sociability out our way. It is
match play, arranged on the community
plan and on sound principles that would
appeal to Old Tom Morris, Prime Minister
Balfour, Walter J. Travis, Chandler Egan
or any stickler for orthodoxy in golf; but
it is wholly progressive and new.

“The method is something of the order
of the playoff of a tie in a medal play quali-
fying round, inasmuoch as all hands tee off
together. No matter how many are to
play for the cup, all hands start in by playing
the first hole. They drive off In pairs, of
course, or in fonrsomens, and those to hole
out first form a gallery to watoh the efforts
of the others and to cheer them on. High
man or men drop out at each hole. The
others keep on, until but two are left in,
but the rule remains the same, high man to
drop out. Whan a swatfest gets reduced
to one pair it becomes an ordinary match,
usually settled at the next hole or two,

“Suppose the first hole is a par 4. Usually
two or three will have 78, or even 8, in a
big fleld, and out they go. If the second
hole is an easy 3, those at 58 will preba-
bly % dropped, unless sorae one gets a
wretched 7 or 8, and so saves the bacon of
the 5 men. Often a whole bunch will be
dro 1 at 5 or 6s, for while a pla
kmgpﬁwm in, or as we say, P.li!:‘.’"%iy‘h:
sacrifice stroke we are too striot on the
spirit of the game to commit such an act.
Instead, should some one in suoh a orisis
save the bunch by getting a 6, he is hooted
at and fined the drinks.

“When a swatfest is sifted down to six
or eight, it becomes as exciting a form of
golf asany I have seen. At our swatfest
over the Omaha Field Club links, there were
six survivors out of seventy starters to
Elur the sixteenth hole of 300 yards. All

ad 48 when the last pair drove off. One of
themn topped his tee shot and took 2 more
tothe green, but holed out in 4. His ne
D'Mu‘:: —~ o get a 4 and the bunch k
e, y Wou a an
on intact to the next hole. Md'.t:g
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SEAUSKIRGARMERTS

EARLY FALL SALES

I desire to call attention to
my new fur novelties; also to
my new styles of Fur Coats.

All my goods are manufac-
tured on the premises in light,
airy rooms; all made from
selected skins. no pieces.

FRANK ZIERZ
339 Washington 8t.
NEWARK, N. J.

—

oh? played a long put bravely to the hole
and got his 8. was a tremendous
yell from the gang as a tribute to his cour-
age. He took the chance of overrunning
for a 6, when he would have been the only
one to dro out.buttho:p.ltmdlthou
and won the cup for him.

The innovation might be tried by golf
clubs in search of a novelty, whether for
members or open tournament play. Ne-
braska’s State Uolf Association has evolved
; novelty that may o:.t‘;dtn on, for the basis

a4 now arrangemen standard golfin
methods. The swatfest is not a'fru.ﬁ
competition that may be dismissed with a
shrug of the shoulders.

HIS MENAGERIE.

| Results of German Fondness for Scarlet

Geraniums and Iron Beasts,

The New Yorker was hurrying to his
friend’'s Westchester home wondering what
in the world was the menagerie he was to
see. His host had absolutely refused to
explain or say more than:

“Wait until you see it.
sit up.”

Whether it contained wild or domestio
animals and where it was situated were
other matters that the host refused to
divulge. He only looked knowing. Had
he bought the animals with the new place
or had he acquired them afterward, the
Now Yorker asked.

“You just wait and see,” was all that the
host would answer.

They reached the house and hurried
up stairs to dress for a few games of tennis.
They played until it was nearly dark and
then the host decided to relieve his friend's
suspense.

“Now, we'll see the animals,” he said.
“It's a little walk,but as they require nearly
half an acre | couldn't. keep the beasts

It'll make you

partner v
een in 2, and it looked as if | Ne4T the house.
e o 'i They startad over the hill toward the
L]

les. After ten minutes they climbed a

hear occasionally, with which they are

and as many times as you desire, on the

By means of our Library, members can procure music they may desire to

quainted with many beautiful compositions that otherwise they would never hear.

OWN YOUR OWN LIBRARY

Perforated Music for All 65-Note

Standard Players and Playerplanos
We wish to call your attention to the advantages of joining our Library.
By purchasing your music at $1.50 per roll you become a Jife member, which gives
you the privilege of -exchanging any roll (purchased at that price) at any time

unfamiliar, and in this way become ac-

payment of 5 cents per roll.

-

Special

Easy Monthly

IN USED PIANOS

Weber, $180 Anderson & Co.... 8120
Sohmer, $190 AII Anderson & Co. .. 8130
Kranich & Bach, $200 Anderson & Co.... 8140
Hardman, $165 ® Anderson & Co.... 8150
Hardman, $190 U pr'g hthndenon & Co....8160
Mason & Hamlin, $165 Anderson & Co.... 8170
Knabe, $220 o Anderson & Co... 8190
Gabler, $190 p I a no Anderson & Co....8$200
Gabler, $180 Anderson & Co.... 8210

Pavments to Suit Purchaser

Bargains

Near Smith Street

Anderson & Co.

370 Fulton Street

Brooklyn, N. Y.

fence, crossed a fleld, climbed another |

fence and began to walk through a small
wood.

“Got to keep 'em back here from the pond,”
the possessor of the menagerie said, with
wave of his band taward the vext flela,
“else they would attract too much atten-
tion.”

They stopped at the next fence and the
visitor saw in the gloom strange ﬂ%uraa
scattersd over the half acre of fleld. There
were dogs, large and small, deer, some-
thing that looked like a wolf and several
animals which it was too dark to distinguish
o‘m' h of t}

e were enough of them
to fil the lot and they all stood

id,

Wonderful, aren’t they?” said the owner
with a smile at his friend, who was peering
dubiously through the darkness, *“There
never was such a collection of iron animals
in captivity before. They are always as
quiet and tractable as now.

“The most. interesting feature of the col-
leotion is that 1 ht every one of those
animals mywelf. at's more, 1 didn't
bave to leave my own grounds

however,
strangely

b —
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SMOKY

.| FIREPLACES

MADE TO DRAW OR NO CHAROB.
References—Wm, W, Aster, Jns, H, Cuosis
Whitelaw Reid, and many other promineat peops
JOHN WHITLRY,

“Chimney Expers.’

715 Fulten St., Brooklyn, N. Y. Telephene 141 V' MalS
This Advertisement aprears Sundays ant Mondaw!

“My predecessor in the ownership of this
property employed a German landscaps
gardener, who found his greatest deliglt 1t
combining scarlet geraniums and o

animals, He made such wonderful effects
in this way that the owner liked them A%
well as he did.

“The old man egged him on. The reail®
was & lawn which it took me a month '
clear. All my men did duri that !"'rl‘;"
was to haul up iron animals v* the rootd
and cart them back to thisot. That is bo¥
1 came to have & menagerie.”
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