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A Frank Confession of Error.

No more creditable and honorable
_thing has ever been done by Mr. RoOSE-
. wELY than his confession of error in the
| message sent to Congress yesterday.
., The President now frankly admits that
¢ such part of his executive order in the
. Brownsville affair as disqualified the
. dismissed soldiers from holding ecivil

" office thereafter was “lacking in validity,”
and it is now consequently revoked.
k It requires courage for such a man to
. _say he has been in the wrong, particu-
larly when he or some of his friends for
"~ him have been insisting so long and so
strenuously that the pemalties inflicted
" by the Executive order were well within
i the President’s constitutional power.
e All the more impressive becomes Mr.

RoOSEVELT'S final recognition of the fact
" 4hat he has exceeded his powers in this
Y yespect when we remember that the idea

- that he could legally punish soldiers by
debarring them from civil employment
under the Government was fixed in the
President’s mind as early as October 4,
the date of the mission of General GaR-
LINGToN to Texas to investigate the
Brownsville affair.

General GARLINGTON was at that time
fnstructed by the President, through the
Acting Secretary of War, in the unfor-
. funate absence of Secretary TAFT, to
threaten the soldiers not only with dis-
missal without honor and disqualification
& for reenlistment in case they refused to
| testify, but also with disqualification for
all civil employment under the Govern-
. ' ment. Recall now the language of the
" erder of October 4 to GARLINGTON:

* The President further autharizes you to make
known 1o those eomoerned that unless such-enitsted
men of the Twenty-Afth [nfantry as may have
knowledge of the facts * * * report to you such
facts and al! other circumstances within thelr
Snowledge which will assist in apprehending the
. gullty pafties, orders will be Immediately lssued
" from the ar Department discharging erery man
L ia Compedies B. C and D of the Twentg-Afth In-
féntry, without honor, and forever debarring them
. from reenfisting In the Army or navy of the United
Btates, as well as from employment in any civil ca-
I Packty under the Governmen! ™
Well revoked, Mr. President!

'

Insanity of the Rich.
i The very rich are so used to being
" described as criminals that they must
{  take as a compliment Dr. FELIX ADLER'S
i, classification of them among the insane.
i To be insane is to be a genius, if some
. medern psychologists are to be trusted.
. If the composers of golden numbers are
i mad, they do but rank with the poets
and musicians and drtists, with the
| chiefs of the intellectual world. Indeed,
| gifts of the imagination are a necessary
i part of the architect of a great fortune.
_ A man who grows rich by city real estate,
‘for instance, muet have an althost pro-
" phetic ipsight into the future develop-
" ment of the town. The same is the case
* ‘on a larger scale with the buiider of raii-
. poads in a new country. In justice to a
ted and outlawed class these
¥ eomparisons and palliations should be
. made. They are artists; at least they
| have enough of the artistic temperament
* to be more ot less lunatical., .
" To be sure, Dr. -ADLER'S theory, as
L yeported in the newspapers, is a little
. wague. He speaks of “obsession.”. He
| @eems to regard the plutocrat as’ the
_ wictim of a fixed idea, the “commercial
" fostinct” as an insane root. Outside of
® business relations the billionaire may be
. more or less human, and evea a comfort-
" sble person, in spite of his monomania.
There should be n6 disposition, how-
" @ver, to quarrel with a diagnosis which
shows the Robber Barons as a little
. touched in the upper story. In so far
- as are insane they are irresponsi-
* hle. e writ ‘de. lunalicé inguivendo is
:nnly the proper remedy. ' I they can
sequestered, immured in respectable
But not “palatisl” asylums, there will be
fat pickings for commissioners and
~ trustees. They themselves will be hap-
" pier, probably, than in their majestic
" and melancholy houses,”half museum,
" half Pullman car, the pictares of which
" n the illustrated press do much to recon-
. eile the philosopher with poverty. It
_may seem a hardship to lock up the very
't yich as monomaniacs when so man
~ Jouder madmen are still outside of Bed-
" lam, but it is bettet to be safé than to be
~ sorry. Onde indide of those fron barved
. windows and the patient will be deaf to
. the roar of ks and sociologists and
L politicians. But would there be any
& politicians if the supreme artists of accu-
. mulation were lugged off the fleld? What
i "would become of palitical platforms?
There would't mothing to put into them.
The Congressional Record would shrink
" In size. Mr. BEYAN'S ocoupation would
. be mostly gone. Even Mr. RoosEveLy,
* for all his wide range of emotion, inter-
i est and aotivity, might find some unoc-
- e and barren hours.
- o; the plutocrats cannot be segre-
. @sted, however shaky their cerebral
" chambers may be. The country would be
 stagnant intellectually. To jab the very
. rich is the common diversion. To read
i* about their doings 1# the universal liter-

B
Iz

i

W‘ M ..’ "’1‘.,“,- ‘:‘«‘.‘.lg‘ia" ld v' PP R ey,

ADLaR'S scheme? Do they escape wealth
z m_n&ﬂ‘ol the peculiar soundness of
mental constitution? The conclu-

siof seetns_reasonable. Let us of the
odu classes throw out our chests
with fordijer pride and touch the skies

'avit sublime heads. We may not be as

#ioh a8 some people but, thank Heaven!
Wwe're not vrazy.

‘{ The Remarkable Ethical Stand of the

Governor of South Dakota.

In 1867 :the State of North Carolina
issded its bonds, each for the par value
of $1,000, aggregating nearly two and
a half millions of dollars, in aid of the
oconstruction of the Western North Caro-
lina Railroad. These bonds were secured
by a mortgage of the stock of the
North Carolina Railroad held by the
State, which stock had already been
pledged for the security of another bond
issue. North Carolina never paid any
interest whatever on these bonds of
1887, and in 1879 it had defaulted gener-
ally in the payment of the interest on
its public debt. North Carolina then
appointed commissioners to adjust the
State debt, and in 1901 all of these bonds
had been compromised with the exoep+]
tion of about $250,000 worth.

The firm of Schafer and Brothers,
bankers and brokers in this city, and
consisting of SIMON SCHAFER and SaM-
UEL M. BCHAFER, owned, either individ-
ually or as partners or as trustees, nearly
all of the outstanding bonds, having
held them for about thirty years. These
securities, however, were worthless in
the hands of the owners, because no
action will lie by an individual against
a sovereign State, and an ingenious
scheme was then evolved which, under
the guise of charity, was designed ulti-
mately to inmure to the benefit of the pri-
wate citizens who held the bonds.

Mr. SmuoN SCHAFER in September,
1001, gave ten of these bonds to the State
of South Dakota, accompanying the gift
with a letter in which he said:

“ The bonds are all sow sbout due, besides, of
course, the coupons, which amount to some 170
per cent. of the face of the bond. The holders of
these bonds have been advised that they cannot
malintain a suit-against the State of North Carolina
on these bonds, but that such a sult can be main-
tained by a forelgn State or by one of the United
States.

“ The owners of thess bonds are mostly, If not
entirely, persons who llberally give charity to the
needy, the deserving and the unfortunate.

“ These bonds can be used to great advantage
by States or foreign Governments; and the majority
owners would.prefier to use them In this way rather
than tale the tzifie which is offered by the debtor.

“ If your State should succeed in collecting these
bonds It id ‘be the inclination of the owners of
s majority of the total issue now outstanding to
make addifional donations to such Governments
as may be able to collect from the repudiating
State, rather thaniaccept the small pittance offered
in settlement.

" The donors of these ten bonds would be pleased
1f the Legislature of South Dakota should apply
the proceeds of these bonds 1o the State University
or to some of its asylums or othey charities.”

In the previous March South Dakota,
on the suggestion that perhaps a dona-
tion of bonds of Southern States would
be made, had passed an act enabling it
to accept such donations. In November
of that year South Dakota flled in the
Supreme Court of the United States its
bill of complaint against the State of
North Carolina. North Carolina denied
the jurisdiction of the United States
Supreme Court and the title of the
plaintiff. Finally, on February 1, 1904,
the Supreme Court of the United States
rendered ita decision against the State
of North Carolina by a voté of five to
four, and ordered that a decree be entersd
for $27,400, the value of the bonds and
coupons in suit, no interest being recov-
erable.

Mr. Justice BREwWER rendered the
majority opinion, in which Associate
Justices HARLAN, BROWN, PBCEKHEANM and
HowmEs eoncurred, while the dissenting
opinion was rendered By Mr." Justice
WHITE, with whom Chief Justice FULLER.
Mr. Justice MCEKENNA and Mr.Justice Dax.
concurred. Mr. Justice BREWER said:

* There can be no redsonable doudt of the walld -
ity of the bonds and morigages in controversy.
® ¢ * Nelther can thers be any question regpeoct -
Ing the title of South Dakota 1o thess bonds. They
are not held by the State us representative of Indi-
vidual owners, * * * for they were given out-
right and sabeolutely to the State. 1t Is true thas
the gift may be congidered a rare and unexpected
one. Apparently the statuse of South Dakots was
passed In view of the expected gift, and probably
the domor made the gift & 9ot unreasonable
expectation that South Dakota would, bring an
sotion against North Carolina to enforce thesd
bonds, and that such action might loure to his
benefit as the owner of other like bonds. But the
motive with which & gift is made, whether good or
bad, does not affeos its valldity or the question of
,“ L

“Apparently one expeotation of the donor to
South Dakota was that In some way the bonds re-
talned by himsel? would be placed in judgment
and pelief obtalned against Norta Carollna in the
suls commenced by South Dakota. But we think
tiat these individuals are not necessary parties
defendant, and that no rellef should be given to them
or to the classes of bondholders they represent.”

The minority opinion held that there
was an absolute want of power to render
a decree between these two States,
because such decree would violate the
Eleventh Amendment of the Constitu-
tion, providing that “the judicial power
of the United States shall not be con-
strued to extend to any suit in law or
equity, commenced or prosecuted against
one of the United States by citizens of
another State, or by citizens or subjects
of any foreign State,” and that here was
an attempt of an individual, by trans-
ferring a claim to another State, to bring
into play the judicial power of the United
States to enforce such claim, which would
make the prohibition of the Eleventh
Amendment a mere letter without spirit
and without force.

The next step was the payment on
April 5, 1905, by North Carolina to South
Dakota of the $27,400. Nearly a year
later, on March 27, 1908, the committee
of North Carolina bondholders in this"
city, through their counsel, wrote to
Sauvsr H. Ewurop, the Governor of
South Dakota, saying that the commit-
tee “desire to donate to the Btate of
South Ddkota $50,000 of bonds of North
Carolina, which with interest overdue
amount to about $150,000.” A few days
later Governor ELROD, in answer, wrote:
*Your kind offer is declined. for, the recson
that it seems to me o be against pubdlic

o WA ety N

* Morally, we bave no vight to one cend of i
money, and we ought 10 be brave enough and true
encugh to give It back. :

* This money was clearly mtanded for our uni-
wversity. She can use It, Dus ¥ 18 tainted money.
I would send th® money Dack to North Carolima
for her university and appropriate & like sum for
our splendid univirstey. It will be no burden on
our people. .

“It s emtirely plain hat ingenious schenbere
are using our State for ods, * * " N
s plain (hat designing individuals would sontinue
10 use the good name of tho State of South Dakota
%o collect questionable securitios of other States.

- - - - - L ] -

It s clsar to me hat our Sate ought not o de-
come & collecting apency, neither ought it to forged
the dootritie of ° comity between States.’

“The decision in the oase of the State of South
Dakota va, the State of Nowrth Tarolina opens up
endless opportunities for States to deal In the honds
and other obligations of sister States. T s Dot
positble to exaggerate the scandals, the corruption
of Legislatures and State oficlals, and the poest-
Dilities of graft which would follow if States should
start to trade on the power which the decision gives
them, No State ought to be emdowed with the
power to speculate upon unenforceable clagms of
mdividuals against other States.

“Under the Federal Constitution individuals
cannot sue States ot such bonds, so the holder gives
or sells them to us, and we can sue the State that
fssued the bonds. The decision In the above em-
titled case hangs eatirely on the fact that South
Dakota was the bona fide ewner of the bonds &
question. There i» no magio In the fact that she
got them as & gift. She would be equally the bona
fide owner if she had bought them,*

This action on the part of the Gover-
nor of SBouth Dakota raises a nice ethical
question which it is not necessary to
decide at this time. His message treats
the question from a high standpoint and
we cannot but admire the position he
takes. On the other hand, it should
be borne in mind that the primary fault
in this whole controversy rests upon the
repudiating State. As Mr. Justioce
STEPHEN J. FIELD in the Sinking Fund
cases in 1878, in his dissenting opinion,
said: .

* If the Government will not keep its faith, little
Detter can be expected from the cftizen. If oon-
tracts are not observed, mo property will in the
end de respected: and all history shows that rights
of persons are unsafe whers property is insecure ™

And as the same great Judge some
four years later in his dissenting opinion
in the Jumel case said:

* When a State enters into the markets of the
world as a borrower she for the time lays aside
her sovereignty and becomes responsible as &
civil corporation. And although sults agalnst her
even then may not be allowed, her officers can be
compelled to do what she then contraots that they
shall do. And as to these consolidated bonds,
louisiana has declared in her organie law that
they created a valid contract between her and each
and every holder, which she ‘ shall by no means and
in no wise Impair,’ and that no ecourt * shall enjoin
the payment of the principal or interest thereof,
or the levy and collection of the tax therefpr.” but
that to secure them her judicial power shall be
exercised when necessary. These engagements
are not !mperfect obligations, mere bhoRnorary
promises, which she can Meep or break without
accountability.

* If & State can successively repudiate her sol-
emn obligations, can obtain the surrender of a
large portion of the demands of her creditors upon
pledges for the more prompt payment of the re-
mainder, and then set aside as worthless the pledges
given with 0o possibility of redress to the creditors,
either by enforcement of the pledges or by & re.
turn of the surrendered demanda, what confidence
can be reposed anywhere? Publio faith will be the
synonym of public dishonesty.”

"While it may be argued on the one hand
that bondhoiders should not give their
State bonds to another sovereign State.
with the ultimate motive or purpose of
thus securing a compromise of their
claims from the insolvent State, it may
be urged that in the absence of any
power to recover the value of such bonds,
held by innocent individuals for value,
resort to this indirect mode of compul-
siotf should be eéxcused if not absolutely
justified. Moreover, a State can never
be excused for repudiating its debt, for
repudiation is under any and all circum-
stances dishonest, and a State should
be compelled to pay its bondholders or
creditors. And as the Constitution of
the United States fails to provide a
remedy, were it not for the relief now
granted the repudiating State oould
laugh at its creditors.

This whole question is not only inter-
esting, but it is a very practical guestion,
because many repudiated Southern bonds
are owned in this city. About $2,800,000
of bonds, for instance, were issued by
the State of Georgia in aid of the con-
struction of a railroad and the proceeds
were used in the actual completion of
therailroad. The bonds were repddiated
in 1878, and many of them 'are now held
in the city of New York. And yet when
the bondholders offered to submit their
claims to the State courts of Georgia
the State declined absolutely to have
the question adjudicated.

In every instance some State in the
Union probably can be found willing
to accept a gift of repudiated State
bonds, and it is not certain that every
Executive will adopt the high ethical
standard maintained by South Dakota's
Governor.

Adding Insult to Injury.

The Roosevelt Third Term League,
with headquarters in Chicago, which is
flooding the country with solicitations
and “organizing” public opinion, must
be as a thorn in the President’s side,
The name it has adopted, impudently
disregarding his address to the Amer-
fcan people in which he solemnly set
the stamp of his approval upon the un-
written law and characterized it as “a
wise custom,” must be peculiarly offen-
sive to him, and the purpose of the league
to canvass the dountry, with its implied
reflaction upon his integrity, must rankle
like an insult. -

The “literature® now circulating in
Indiana in significant volume declares
that the movement is not political but
patriotic, and the assurance is given that
Mr. RoosEvELT “would acquiesce in the
desire of the country for his nomination™
if that desire were made manifest. 8o
the league undertakes to work it up by
the stereotyped electioneering methods
which would be employed by the agents
of a statesman whose negation was
insincere and artful. And the injury
becomes cumulative when the

policy and good consclence.” And in his
message to the Legislature of
PrRIREEE L TR

o L

argument
is used unhdnnr that HoraTIO S8Y-

i BTt TR, Wis, A
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It is beneath the dignity of Mr. Rooss-
VELT to notice the doings of the Chicago
promoters, but he may derive a secret

their profession of an unselfish patriot-
Fl-n ridioculous.

Working the Gilded SBatraps.

to do. He has introduced a bill in

roads in the several States.” Mr. Da
ARNOND is kind enough to allow the
Becretary of War to use his discretion as
to the assignment of the fighting men
to road building, but an act such as he
advocates soon becomes mandatory in
{ts practical operation.

It has not been suggested that thare
is any dearth of competent road bufld-
ers among the civilian population of the

are turned out of the technical schools
in droves every yeas, and their average
rate of compensation is not so high as
to be prohibitive. In the States that
have made greatest progress in road
improvement the work has been done
without appeal to the War Department,
and oonsequently without expeénse to the
United States.

" Mr. DE ARMOND may want to keep idle
army men out of mischief; or he may feel
that the army is overofficered; or he
may believe that sturdy independence
is fostered in the States by the process
of unloading their natural duties and
functions on e Federal Government.,

Orrver DYer, who died in Massachusetts
yesterday in his eighty-third year, was a
man of many accomplishments and activi-
ties. Sixty years ago he was the teacher
and expounder of the Pitman phonographio
system. He reported the debates of the
Senate when WeBSTER, CLAY and CALHOUN
were still the living demigods of American
politica. He was a lawyer, an author
and a Swedenborgian clergyman. More
than a generation ago he wrote editorials
for Tas Sun. He was the literary adviser
of RoseRT BONNER in the great days of
the Ledger. He worked well and ocon-
scientiously in many fields. He lived long
without surviving his faoulties; and he
leaves an honorable memory.

SERVICE FPENSIONS.

A Union Veteran Proposes (o Inclode Con.
federate Voterans in the Henefite,

To teEE EpiToR or THE SoN—Sir: 1 see
by Tak SuN that the Senate has passed the
service pension bill with no opposing votes.
And I suppose that’'s all right.

Personally I don't believe in service pen-
sions. [ think that if A man incurred any dis-
ability in the service he ought to get whatever
pension is due to him to the last cent. He s
entitled to that by the contract; but a service
pension strikes me differéntly.

When Uncle Sam settled with me at the end
of my term of service I felt that that closed
our accounts definitely and finally. I had
agreed on my part to serve for so much a
month and a bounty of $100 when I was mus-
dered out, and I got It all, and I considered
_that that was the end of it. A service pension
was something I never dreamed of. A few
years after the war Congress gave to all
weteran soldiers an additional bounty of $100.
Why it did this, I don't know; politics, maybe:
but it passed out $100 apiece all "round and
I took mine, though I didn't feel I was en-
titled to it. To get a hundred dollars in that
way was like finding it, and surely I never
expected to find any more money that way.
But now comes the service pension. As I
feel about it now I shall not take it. But you
can’t tell. I took that $100 additional bounty,
and I may take the service pemsion, but I
don't think so.

My service in the army never did me any
harm. On the contrary it hélpsed me in many
ways and [ am prouder of it than of anything
else I ever did or ever could do. 1don’'t mean
by that that I want to go out and holler about
it and stop men in the stréets and say: “Here,
old man, I served in the army,” for as a matter
of faot [ should feel rather shy about speak-
ing of it at all except among old soldiers or in
my own family, whose members are as proud
of it as I am. I have served in the army
in my country's defence in time of war, and
I feel that by that service I hdve been raised
to the highest rank of citizétiship: and with
that honmor I am satisfled. Why should
the men of the present genération, who
would themselves answer as promptly if a
call should come, be taxed to pay more now
to the men of that day who simply did their
duty?

That duty, as it appeared to me, was not
the freeing of the slaves, but solely and only
the defence and preservation of the Union.
Of course 1 was against slavery, but that
was something to which I never gave a
thought in the army. And I have né€ver had
any hard feelings toward the South. The
Bouth's assumptjon of superiority over the
Nerth did use to disturb me & little, but that
feeling has long since disappeared with the
cause of it. .

The war is over and the country reunited
in bonds growing stronger and stronger and
kaitting us more closely daily. Why not
finish the business at a stroke by having Union
and Confederate veterans share alike in the
benefits of the service pension?

I am aware that this would result in the
granting to Confederate soidiers of all other
pensions such as are now granted to Union
soldiers, but would there be any objection
to that?

As to this question of granting service and
other pensions to our Confederate veterans
1 have not yet fully decided in my own mind,
for there are miny things to be taken Into
consideration; but I am inclined to think
favorably of it. * A UxioN VETERaN.

New Yorx, January 14.

A Great Opeaning for Capital.

To ras Epiton or TuE Sow-8ir: It has
been stated that Harriman is willing to spend
$10,000,000 to rehabilitate Odell. Whois willing
to “put up® to rehabilitate Harriman?

Nuw Yorx, January 14, 8.

Hornet Nests ap Winter Shelters.

To Tu® Eptror or THS Suw—Sir: In Tas Suwx
of January 18 Is an acoount of woodpeckers tear-
ing hornet nests to tatiers in seeking the dead
insects. 1 think is erroneous to ascridbe this to
woodpeokers; In fact, I doubt If woodpeckers stay
in Maine till after the frosts come. According to
my observation, extending over hany years, these
nests are -sought by the small snow birds asa
sheiter winter nights. These birds can readily
squeese throligh the entrance hole, and once Inside
bestow themaselves snugly between the combs,
‘The passing In and out of creatures far more pon-
derous than the agile hornets tends after a com-
paratively short period to rip the home apart,

New Yorx, January 14, INoLIs STUany,

The Levelling Sun.

SOME SPROTAL EXHTRITIONS.

The Union League Club has been ever
noted for its artistio hospitality; its ploture
exhibitions are sure to be recherché in qual-
ity. The private view last week of paint-
ings from the collection of Senator W. A.

garishness, undud emphasis or a
passage tbat is illogical. The general tone
is of a harmonious richness. Such a Rem-

bagged together.

Reynolds’s “Kitty Fisher” worked the old
eharm upon the beholder. His “Mrs.
Pradeau” is also very attractive. Sir
Thomas Lawrenoe was seen in his “Lady
Aberdeen,” a singularly vivid and joyous
specimen of portraiture with a blue keyed
background that positively recalled Mu-
rillo. The draperies and the blue sash are
masterly. Some one observed while looking
at Van Dyck’s “Mother and Child” that
it was an excellent Rubens. The gentle-
man had no catalogue, but his observation
did him credit. There are many analogies
between this picture and the Rubens school.
Van Dyck was evidently under the influence
of the great man. The ohild with its halo
of golden curls and itgq sweet, flaky flesh
tones evokes at once Rubens in his most
physically glorious moods. The Titian
bathing scene was on the whole rather a
disappointment. Authentio it is, but the
hues have faded and the careless handling
of the nudes—the carelessness of genius, be
it understood—lends to this canvas an air of
the banal. But Perugino’'s “"Saints and
Angels” is a compensation. Itisabeautiful
picture; a picture, in its rich angularities,
that would not be amiss in the Uffisi
Tribuna. The “Unknown,” No. 4, was.a
portrait of indubitable power and interest.
The Carracci “Holy Family” was also an
interesting example.

Among the moderns the Corot and the
Degas were both superb. The former is
one of his familiar silvery landscapes with
nymphs dancing, in reality a delicate
transposition to a lighter key of Claude
Lorraine's classic scenes; a large canvas
and a masterpiece. Edgar Degas, the only
modern who can be compared in scisnoe to
Ingres, whose tradition, plus an originality
of vision and invention, he has carried on,
was represented by one of his ballet pictures.
It is the picture of some neophytes learning
the painful art of public dancing. How
marvellously are the different planes of
the scene managed! Whatair floats! What
vitality in the tortured poses of the young
beginners! Here is an enchan as
patient and as rare as that which the old
Dutchmen oould arouse. The Jules Breton
set me to thinking, naturally enough! Why
oulside of a museum should any one wish
to have two Bretons? He wasa capital
painter, though his best work has remained
in France. But he was also an ipsipid
painter, a sort of sentimental Millet with-
out the originality of that master—nor was
be the equal of the others in the great Bar-
bizon group; yet the extraordinary sum of
$40,000 was paid by Benator Clark for a
Breton that is not as strong as the one
shown at the Union League.

A picture is worth what it brings, in a
dealer’'seyes. That is business. But there
was never a Breton painted worth half of
$40,000; furthermore, this inflated price will
give a boom to an artist who will be for-
gotten in a few years. Apollo must have
shivered when he heard the auctioneer's
gavel fall on that sum. Did he glance over
at Homer Martin, hard by in Parnassus?
Without wishing to suggest the early
morning taste of the day after to such
a munificent patron of the fine arts as Sena-
tor Clark, it will nevertheless be well to
acquaint him with the fact that a weighty
burst of laughter, altogether un-Homerio,
went up the day the news was received.
Forty thousand! Think of the Monticellis,
of the Monets, yes, of the Maneta, one could
buy for the money! Not to mention the
American school of landscape. Not to
mention an Ingres, a rare find, that can be
had ina Fifth avenue gallery. ButSenator
Clark, like the song, “wants what he wanta,
when he wants it,” and badly. Let us
refbice, then, that it is not a Bouguereau,
a Meissonier, a Munkacsy or someof the
other horrible soap, sand, metal and ink
paintings that a former generation so sadly
admired. And a Ridgway Knight fetched at
thesame salemorethanathousand! After
all,the Senator isto be congratulated. [Tax
Sun's prophecy in regard to the recent sale
at the American Art Galleries was fulfilled.
An awful ruck of bad pictures brought
fabulous prices.)

Let us sum up bastily the rest of this
unique collection. There is a Chardin of
delicious quality, veritable Chardin; a
Fritz Thaulow, executed before this de-
ceased and lamented artist sold his water-
ways and villagestreets by the mile to greedy
dealers; a good, though not important,
L'Hermitte—is he aver very important?—
an old Crome—um! Ah! Not so muchl—
a Mauve without sheep, a pretty affair; a
big Gainsborough—lovely;a Daubigny land-
scape, small, intimate, of a singular charm;
a Cazin, and one of the very best, a “low
tide" from which is exhaled a whiff of salt

air—the sky is magical; a Diaz of the first |

rank; a Nicolas Maes portrait, not very
interesting; and a fine Harpignies, imposing
and tender. It is good news, if true, that
Senator Clark intends opening the ploture
gallery of his Fifth avenue house whed
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/musio and picture philanthropists?,

Yet another Whistler exhibit in town!
There can’t be too many of them, far soon
there will be none at all, and then we shall
have to content ourselves with mechanioal

tinklings of grindstone

That veteran who has fought many
wars with publio indifference in behalf
of his beloved engravings and etchings,
Frederick Keppel, has hung a hundred and
more of the Whistler etohings on the walls

many other of the masterpieces.
forget before leaving to secure Mr. Keppel's
admirable little essay on “The Golden Age
of Engraving.” It is anexoellent introduo-

acoomplished the ultimate downfall.

sides, where is there the artist to-day who
will devots his life to engraving with in-
finite and lovely patience superb
MMmbymmuum.:ldtbm?
Time spells in age, money
spells m:n'go only success! So fine
engraving is & vanished art. What a pity!
No photograph, no etching can render the
values of the Monna Lisa like Calmatta’s
engraving. And what true pleasure there

Rasburn, Romney, Gainsborough and
Lely! There is another pamphlet written
by Mr. Keppel, “One Pay With Whistler,"
which is worth preserving. The row he
had with the redoubtable Jimmie in no wise
differed from the rows Jimmie indulged in
with others; yet it bore one special feature
—Mr. Keppel hit back hard and ocleverly,
instead of submitting meekly, as did most
of Whistler’s friends. Unluckily, he never
gave to the public his answer to Whistler's
classio letter of abuse, though a version is
in print, but far removed from the hungry
hand of the curiosity hunter. Suffice it to
msay that when Whistler received the Keppel
answer he vowed he would kill the gentle
collector of black and white. After you
read it there is some slight justification for
the deceased painter's homicidal thoughts.
Keppel first flays him, then olubs him. It
is all very amusing nowadays, this quarrel
provoked by Whistler. Fancy any one swift
enough to quarrel first with Whistler!

At the Macbeth Gallery, 450 Fifth ave-
nue, there is an exhibition of the paintings
of William Sartain, himself the bearer of
an honored artistio name; he is the son of
John Sartain, the engraver. Mr. Sartain
shows twenty-seven canvases. His tem-
peramental tendency seems to be toward the
veiled aspect of natural things. He is a
poet of half lights, a dreamer of nocturnal
scenes, vigorous withal when it comes to
seizing the salient point of a landscape.
His *Pool by the Shore,” No. 17, for example,
has a Courbetlike mote; it is sober, strong,
the trees in marked relief, the water sullen,
the total effect of a reality well grasped.
In No. 20, “The Meadow,” poesibly his
most significant picture on view, we are
given a stretoch of dark foreground which
we enjoy for the beauty of the sky. “In the
Mountains of the Basilioata® the tonal
scheme is very nowvel though not fan-
tastically improbable. ' The sweep of moun-
tain top with a deep crease in the centre,
and of an indesoribable attenuated green
suffused by delicate gold tones, makes a
picture that is original in treatment and
envisaged in an original manner. “A
Coming Storm,” No. 11, is another of Mr.
Sartain’s effective intrepretations of an or-
dinary natural oocurrence. This storm
ocomes noiselessly upon the land; there is
the brooding bush while the trees bend
to meet its fury. “First Snow” is capital.
So is No. 26, “A Group of Trees,” atmos-
pherically depicted. The individual note
makes its presence felt in this modest gath-
ering. The outlook is sane, yet the outlook
of a man who sensed the melancholy un-
dertones of nature. Mr. Sartain paints
simply, directly; and it is often agreeable
painting.

Mr. Macbeth still has in another gallery
ons of Arthur B. Davis's practically con-
ceivedand charmingly executed landscapes.
There is also a Jerome Myers, a companion
to his wonderful little picture at the present
Academy exhibition. It is a night piece,
with the populace listening to band music.
Few artiste have portrayed so trans-
lucently dark night with living humans
moving about. Mr. Myers has a touch all
his own.

Pamela Colman Smith is a young womgn
with that quality rare in either sex—imagi-
nation. She is exhibiting at the galleries
of the Photo-8ecession, 201 Fifth avenue, a
collection of seventy-two drawings, colored
and black and white,
speare series, and illustrations to Schu-
mann's “Carnival.” Youreadthetitiesand
dream of Blake, of Fantin-Latour, of the
Japanese, of De Groux, of James Ensor,
of Beartsley, of Edvard Munch, of Maeter-
linck and of Chopin. But your eyes tell
you that Mias Smith is in every design,
many of them mere memoranda of a spirit-
ual exaltation, of the soul under the influ-
ence of musio, or haunted by some sinister
imagining. “Death in the House” is abso-
lutely nerve shuddering. Yet it is not
concerned with the familiar symbols of the
grewsome. There is little statement, much
suggestion. Munch, himself a master
magician of the terrible, could not have
succeéded better in arousing a profound
disquiet,that isat onoe the play of the nerves
and the inner images of our common
destiny. Morbid? Yes, perhaps; but so
is Chopin, so is Schumann morbid. The
Schumann set is very effective. To the
lover of this exotio cahier of pianoforte
musio, miniature poems all, Miss Smith's
llim,orprotmlon of “Sphinxes” will be start-

ng.

There is in Paris an artist known to the
raffinistes, praised by Huysmans, execrated
by the critics, laughed at by the publio.
His name is Odilon Redon. He had a
special salle at the 1904 Autumn Salon. A
lover of the bizarre, the socentrio, the erotio,
the Baudelairian, Redon is a strangely
powerful designer. His painting, is black
and acid, though his lithographs are well
worth study. Redon ocould not have trans-
ferred from the key of music to the symbols
of design’ this theme as has Miss Smith.
Her sphinxes are females with rampant
croups, tails ending in flowers. They smile,
these mystic beasts, the sardonio smile oi
them that know the secrets of all things.
They are at once repelling and enticing.
*Spirits of Pain,” “The Corse,” “The Castle
of Pain,” “The Reeds,” reveal the
of a strangely organized imagination.
thmmmum it is, and some-

more, more unearthly.
But, with her peculiarly plastic mental

apparatus and syll more peculiar and fluid
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. drawitg and confposition—for
‘the greater part autodidactic and arbitrary
~it was to expected® that this young
artist could uately translate Maeter.
linck. “Seven Prinossses,” from a scene
in that exquisite and musical play (or
threnody of death), would alone indicate
the singular endowment of Miss Smith,
There is no partioular reason why with her
intense appreciation of the poetio and
musical sides of art she should turn to
more realistio study. Her mastery of her
material leaves much to be desired. S&he
is naively crude; she often stumbles; she
is too hallucinatory; yet she has fantasy,
dnd fantasy covers a wilderness of technical
shortcomings. Possibly this is a phase
through which she is passing; if it so be, it
is a delightful and stimulating one. Thers
is too little poetry In art nowadays and
William Blake and his choir of mystics
may yet come into their own. Miss Smith
surely belongs to this favored choir.

CONNECOTIOUT'S FINE SHOWING,

Unefiicial Tests Indioate That a Govern.
ment Bullt Ship Is All Right,

Although the official speed trial of the
battleship Conneoctiout may not be held for
several months word received yesterday
at the Brooklyn navy yard from Capt,
Swift, in command of the vessel, indicates
that every requirement will be fulfilled.
Rumors that the new warship, the largest
ever constructed in a United States Govern.
ment yard, was not showing up properly
in comparison with the Louisiana, built in
a private yard, caused much concern to
her builders in the Brooklyn yard.

The Connecticut, shortly after leaving
this port for a breaking in cruise, is said
to have maintained a speed of seventeen
knots an hour down the coast, through
eavy seas and against head winds. A green
crew_handled her. She was built for an
eightesn knot ship, and the showing she
made is considered remarkable under the
ciroumstances. Acocording to the report
her engines worked smoothly and there
was not the slightest hitch. Everybody
aboard was delighted with the preliminary
test. The officers say that at the time the
Connecotiout was drawing eighteen inches
more water than.the Louisiana. Speaking
of the of the new fighter, a promi-
nent naval officer said:

“You keep your eye on the Connectiout,
When the prog: time comes she will show
the Louisiana atern as sure as I'm stand.

here. She is as trim a craft as was ever

t and has all kinds of speed. Nothing

proves this more than the stunts she is

now while the crew is being trained.

ecticut may suffer a trifle from

M‘:ﬁ ordinary coal and

of a ship like the

a private concern, the

icked coal and have

y made oil for lubricating the en-

g“eo and machinery. The Connecticut
no such

advantages, but must use
loaded from barges, and

-4

the necessity of
oil. In the s

Louisiana, built b
builders use han

must use oil from a ent bought
by the Government from the lowest bid-
der. Then . when the Connecticut is
being unli;:. do:'b.thw enlisted menf
mnh;‘ un e supervision o
naval officers. In a private trial all sorts of
expert mechanics are taken aboard to
meet every oomtni:wy.

“The result of a fine showing on the part
of the Connecticut will be ioularly sig-
nificant. When it is shown that a vessel of
her class can be built cbug:r and speedier
by the Government it will only a matter
J time until Uncle Sam will be making all
his own fighting machines.” )

Further un speed trial tests will
be made by the Connecticut on the way
to the West Indies. The Connecticut will
take part in the winter mancuvres of the
North Atlantic squadron at Culebra.

INDIANS AT THE WHITE HOUSE.

Six Members of the Ute Tribe Have a Fow.
wow With the President.

WasHINGTON Jan. 14.~—Six Indians of the
Ute tribe held a great powwow in the
President’s office at the White House to-day.
They were the ohiel men of the fighting
Utes who went on a rampage last summer
in an effort to join the Cheyenne River
Sioux and whose peopls are now held
prisoners at Fort Mead, S. D. Tha Indians
came here upder guard to lay their griev.
ances before the President and the Com-
missioner of Indian Affairs. On their visit
to the White House they were accampanied

by Col. Rogers of the Cav , Capt.
Johnson of the Tenth Cavalry, mmis-
sioner ump&nnd an interpreter.

@ interpreter two or three of
"l".h. ch

s made to Mr. Rooseveit.
c%uld to go and live with
the Sioux on the River, for they
like the Sioux and like their country. .
They were asked by the Pr-ml. how
to live after they got there,

mm’dm they had a. great white

father who was very generous and who
would give them rations. The President
told them he would reply later to their ad-

and the Indians withdrew, acqom-

Areen
Enhd by the army officers who have them
charge.
NOT FOR THE MEN.

The Uses of a Drinking Feuntaln n the
State of "Kentucky.
WasmivaToN, Jan. 14.—A bill was passed
by the House of Representatives at the
suggestion of Mr. James, the Kentucky
peacemaker, giving to a local chapter of
Daughters of the American Revolution
the right to construct a drinking fountain

on the lawn of the ocustom house at
Paducah, Ky. The presentation of the hill
led Mr. Payne, the Republican floor leader,

uire:
‘%t is the need of a drinking fountain
in Ken 2
To which Mr. James nded:
'rug. I understand, is ,or the use of the

Senator Aldrich Calls on the President.

WasHINGTON, Jan. 14.—Senator Aldrich
called on the President to-day for the first
time sinoce last spring, when the Railroad
rate fight was on in the Senate. He went
to the White House at the President’s invita-
tion and talked with Mr. Roosevelt for
more than half an hour, while several
Senators and Representatives waited in the
ante-room for their turn.

There is a Shake- | 0

Colonel Thomas Grosvemor's Revolutionary
War Record.

To Tax Fprron oF THE SUuN—Sir: There Is &
mistake in TRE SUN's editorial of January 14, 1907,
entitled “Tralning the Natidna! Guard for War.”
in the statement that Col. Thomas Grosvenor,
the grandfather of Gen. Charles H. Grosvenor,
commanded the Second O ticut Regiment o
the Revolutionary War. Col. Grosvenor was
never a member of thas regiment, but was a Lieu-
ténant In the Third, or Col. lerasl Putnam's
Regiment, In 1775; a Captain in the samé regiment,
reorganized in 1778 as Col. Durkee's Regiment:
& Capain In Knowlten's Rangers. Lisutenant-
Colonel of the Third Connecticut Line; and finally 1o
May, 1782, Lleutensnt-Colonel commapding 1ue
First Regiment. The Coanecticut archives show
that he had & particularly fine record In the Re
lutionary War. The Second Connecticut Regimeut,
however, was commanded shroughout the Rcio-
lutionary War by Col. Heman Swift.

NEW YoRrk, January 14. w.J. H,

Jeers From Scrappletown.

To tas Eprror or THR SUN—Sir: Last week &
Philadelphiafriend, who evidently reads Twe SUN,
sent me aclipping from {ts columns relating to the
proposed discontinuance of horse cars In this town,
and he added these remarks: “This Is the greatess
thing that ever happened Ia Lobsteria, Some
thirty years ago Phlladelphlacelebrated her eman
cipation with boafires and scrapple patés.”

Whither are we drifting when a Philadeiphian
wakes up and talks Iike this? Or is he talking 's

his aleep? KICKERENOCKER,
NEw YORk, January 14.

Feminine Amenities.
Stella—Some people don't know when they are
well off,
Belia—There are more who doa't koow whes

they are well on.
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